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THE CELEBRATION OF CHRIST’S BIRTH

Welcome                                                                                                        Bro. Lorin
Invocation
Christmas Carrols                                                                                                                                             Worship Team
 “Let the Season Shine”
 “O Come, All Ye Faithful,”                                                              Hymn nr. 89
 “The First Nowell,”                                                                         Hymn nr. 85
 “Silent Night,”                                                                                 Hymn nr. 91

Offertory Hymn, “Angels From the Realms of Glory,”                                 Hymn nr. 94       
Receiving the Offerings1 
Offeratory Prayer                                                                      

Christmas Reflections             “The Birth of Christ”                                        Bro. Lorin
Birth Announcements:
 To Mary, Luke 1:26-38
	 To	Joseph,	Matt.	1:18-25
Birth, Luke 2:1-7
Visitors:
 Shepherds, Luke 2:8-20
	 Wise	Men,	Matt.	2:1-12
Childhood:
 Circumcism, Luke 2:21
	 Presentation	in	temple,	Luke	2:22-40
	 Flight	into	Egypt,	Matt.	2:13-15
	 Slaying	of	Children,	Matt.	2:16-18
	 Return	from	Egypt,	Matt.	2:19-23
	 Presentation	in	temple,	Luke	2:41-51
	 Jesus	growing	up,	Luke	2:52
Religious Meaning of Jesus’ Birth, John 1:1-18

 
The  Benediction                                                                                            Bro. Lorin
Closing Chorus, “Long Time Ago in Bethlehem”   
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following information for the church: Kölner Bank, BLZ: 37160087; Konto, 680020000.

The Birth of Christ
Birth Announcements

To Mary: 
 Luke 1:26-38
 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David.	The	virgin’s	name	was	Mary.	28	And	he	
came	to	her	and	said,	“Greetings,	favored	one!	
The	 Lord	 is	with	 you.”	29	But	 she	was	much	
perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort	 of	 greeting	 this	might	 be.	 30	 The	 angel	
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have	found	favor	with	God.	31	And	now,	you	
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you	will	name	him	Jesus.	32	He	will	be	great,	
and	will	be	called	 the	Son	of	 the	Most	High,	
and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of	his	ancestor	David.	33	He	will	reign	over	the	
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there	 will	 be	 no	 end.”	 34	 Mary	 said	 to	 the	
angel,	“How	can	this	be,	since	I	am	a	virgin?”	
35	The	angel	said	to	her,	“The	Holy	Spirit	will	
come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High	will	overshadow	you;	therefore	the	child	
to	be	born	will	be	holy;	he	will	be	called	Son	
of	 God.	 36	 And	 now,	 your	 relative	 Elizabeth	
in	her	old	age	has	also	conceived	a	son;	and	
this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be	barren.	37	For	nothing	will	 be	 impossible	
with	God.”	38	Then	Mary	said,	“Here	am	I,	the	
servant	of	the	Lord;	let	it	be	with	me	according	
to	your	word.”	Then	the	angel	departed	from	
her.

To Joseph: 
	 Matthew	1:18-25
 18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
took	place	in	this	way.	When	his	mother	Mary	
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child 
from	the	Holy	Spirit.	19	Her	husband	Joseph,	
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly.	20	But	 just	when	he	had	resolved	 to	
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child	conceived	in	her	is	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	
21 She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their	sins.”	22	All	this	took	place	to	fulfill	what	had	been	
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name	him	Emmanuel,”	which	means,	“God	is	with	us.”	
24	When	Joseph	awoke	from	sleep,	he	did	as	the	angel	
of	the	Lord	commanded	him;	he	took	her	as	his	wife,	
25	but	had	no	marital	relations	with	her	until	she	had	
borne	a	son;	and	he	named	him	Jesus.

Birth of Jesus
 Luke 2:1-7
 1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus	that	all	the	world	should	be	registered.	2	This	
was	the	first	registration	and	was	taken	while	Quirinius	
was	governor	of	Syria.	3	All	went	to	their	own	towns	
to	 be	 registered.	 4	 Joseph	 also	 went	 from	 the	 town	
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house	and	family	of	David.	5	He	went	to	be	registered	
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting	 a	 child.	 6	While	 they	were	 there,	 the	time	
came	for	her	to	deliver	her	child.	7	And	she	gave	birth	
to	her	firstborn	son	and	wrapped	him	in	bands	of	cloth,	
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for	them	in	the	inn.

Visitors
By Shepherds:  
 Luke 2:8-20
 8 In that region there were shepherds living in 
the	 fields,	 keeping	watch	 over	 their	 flock	 by	 night.	 9	
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.	 10	 But	 the	 angel	 said	 to	 them,	 “Do	 not	 be	
afraid;	for	see—I	am	bringing	you	good	news	of	great	
joy	for	all	the	people:	11	to	you	is	born	this	day	in	the	
city	of	David	a	Savior,	who	is	the	Messiah,	the	Lord.	12	
This	will	be	a	sign	for	you:	you	will	find	a	child	wrapped	
in	 bands	 of	 cloth	 and	 lying	 in	 a	 manger.”	 13	 And	
suddenly	there	was	with	the	angel	a	multitude	of	the	
heavenly	 host,	 praising	God	 and	 saying,	 14	 “Glory	 to	
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those	whom	he	favors!”	15	When	the	angels	had	 left	
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known	to	us.”	16	So	they	went	with	haste	and	 found	
Mary	and	Joseph,	and	the	child	lying	in	the	manger.	17	
When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told	them	about	this	child;	18	and	all	who	heard	it	were	
amazed	at	what	the	shepherds	told	them.	19	But	Mary	
treasured all these words and pondered them in her 



to	 fulfill	what	had	been	 spoken	by	 the	 Lord	 through	
the	prophet,	“Out	of	Egypt	I	have	called	my	son.”

Slaying of children: 
	 Matthew	2:16-18
	 16	 When	 Herod	 saw	 that	 he	 had	 been	 tricked	
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who 
were	 two	 years	 old	 or	 under,	 according	 to	 the	 time	
that	he	had	learned	from	the	wise	men.	17	Then	was	
fulfilled	what	had	been	 spoken	 through	 the	prophet	
Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and 
loud	lamentation,	Rachel	weeping	for	her	children;	she	
refused	to	be	consoled,	because	they	are	no	more.”

Return from Egypt: 
	 Matthew	2:19-23
19	When	Herod	died,	an	angel	of	 the	Lord	 suddenly	
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s 
life	are	dead.”	21	Then	Joseph	got	up,	took	the	child	
and	his	mother,	and	went	to	the	land	of	Israel.	22	But	
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea 
in	place	of	his	father	Herod,	he	was	afraid	to	go	there.	
And	after	being	warned	in	a	dream,	he	went	away	to	
the	district	of	Galilee.	23	There	he	made	his	home	in	
a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through	 the	 prophets	might	 be	 fulfilled,	 “He	will	 be	
called	a	Nazorean.”

Presentation	in	Temple:	
	 Luke	2:41-51
	 41	Now	every	year	his	parents	went	to	
Jerusalem	for	the	festival	of	the	Passover.	42	And	
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual 
for	the	festival.	43	When	the	festival	was	ended	and	
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind 
in	Jerusalem,	but	his	parents	did	not	know	it.	44	
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they 
went	a	day’s	journey.	Then	they	started	to	look	for	
him	among	their	relatives	and	friends.	45	When	they	
did	not	find	him,	they	returned	to	Jerusalem	to	search	
for	him.	46	After	three	days	they	found	him	in	the	
temple,	sitting	among	the	teachers,	listening	to	them	
and	asking	them	questions.	47	And	all	who	heard	him	
were	amazed	at	his	understanding	and	his	answers.	
48	When	his	parents	saw	him	they	were	astonished;	
and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you 
treated	us	like	this?	Look,	your	father	and	I	have	been	
searching	for	you	in	great	anxiety.”	49	He	said	to	
them,	“Why	were	you	searching	for	me?	Did	you	not	

know	that	I	must	be	in	my	Father’s	house?”	
50	But	they	did	not	understand	what	he	said	
to	them.	51	Then	he	went	down	with	them	
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to 
them.	His	mother	treasured	all	these	things	in	
her	heart.

Jesus	growing	up:	Luke	2:52
 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
years,	and	in	divine	and	human	favor.

The Religious Meaning: 
 John 1:1-18
 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	God.	2	
He	was	in	the	beginning	with	God.	3	All	things	
came into being through him, and without him 
not	one	thing	came	into	being.	What	has	come	
into	being	4	 in	him	was	 life,	and	the	 life	was	
the	light	of	all	people.	5	The	light	shines	in	the	
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it.	6	There	was	a	man	sent	from	God,	whose	
name	was	 John.	 7	 He	 came	 as	 a	 witness	 to	
testify	 to	 the	 light,	 so	 that	 all	 might	 believe	
through	him.	8	He	himself	was	not	 the	 light,	
but	he	came	to	testify	to	the	light.	9	The	true	
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into	 the	world.	 10	He	was	 in	 the	world,	 and	
the	world	 came	 into	 being	 through	 him;	 yet	
the	world	did	not	know	him.	11	He	came	 to	
what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept	 him.	 12	 But	 to	 all	who	 received	 him,	
who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not	of	blood	or	of	 the	will	 of	 the	flesh	or	of	
the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	14	And	the	Word	
became	flesh	and	lived	among	us,	and	we	have	
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son,	full	of	grace	and	truth.	15	(John	testified	
to him and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I	 said,	 “He	who	comes	after	me	ranks	ahead	
of	me	because	he	was	before	me.’	“)	16	From	
his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.	 17	 The	 law	 indeed	was	 given	 through	
Moses;	 grace	 and	 truth	 came	 through	 Jesus	
Christ.	 18	 No	 one	 has	 ever	 seen	 God.	 It	 is	
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart,	who	has	made	him	known.

heart.	20	The	shepherds	returned,	glorifying	
and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen,	as	it	had	been	told	them.

By Wise Men: 
	 Matthew	2:1-12
	 1	In	the	time	of	King	Herod,	after	Jesus	
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, 
“Where is the child who has been born king of 
the	Jews?	For	we	observed	his	star	at	its	rising,	
and	have	come	to	pay	him	homage.”	3	When	
King	Herod	heard	this,	he	was	frightened,	and	
all	Jerusalem	with	him;	4	and	calling	together	
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Messiah was 
to	be	born.	5	They	 told	him,	 “In	Bethlehem	
of	 Judea;	 for	 so	 it	 has	 been	written	 by	 the	
prophet: 6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers	 of	 Judah;	 for	 from	 you	 shall	 come	 a	
ruler	who	 is	 to	 shepherd	my	 people	 Israel.’	
“	 7	 Then	Herod	 secretly	 called	 for	 the	wise	
men	and	 learned	 from	them	the	exact	time	
when	the	star	had	appeared.	8	Then	he	sent	
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently	 for	 the	 child;	 and	when	 you	 have	
found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go	and	pay	him	homage.”	9	When	they	had	
heard	the	king,	they	set	out;	and	there,	ahead	
of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its	rising,	until	it	stopped	over	the	place	where	
the	child	was.	10	When	they	saw	that	the	star	
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy.	11	On	entering	the	house,	they	saw	the	
child	with	Mary	 his	mother;	 and	 they	 knelt	
down	and	paid	him	homage.	Then,	opening	
their	 treasure	 chests,	 they	offered	him	gifts	
of	 gold,	 frankincense,	 and	 myrrh.	 12	 And	
having been warned in a dream not to return 
to	Herod,	they	 left	for	their	own	country	by	
another	road.

Childhood
Circumcism: 
 Luke 2:21
	 21	 After	 eight	 days	 had	 passed,	 it	 was	
time	 to	 circumcise	 the	 child;	 and	 he	 was	
called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before	he	was	conceived	in	the	womb.

Presentation	in	Temple:	

 Luke 2:22-40
	 22	 When	 the	 time	 came	 for	 their	 purification	
according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to	 Jerusalem	 to	 present	 him	 to	 the	 Lord	 23	 (as	 it	 is	
written	 in	 the	 law	 of	 the	 Lord,	 “Every	 firstborn	male	
shall	be	designated	as	holy	to	the	Lord”),	24	and	they	
offered	 a	 sacrifice	 according	 to	what	 is	 stated	 in	 the	
law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.”	25	Now	there	was	a	man	in	Jerusalem	whose	
name	was	Simeon;	this	man	was	righteous	and	devout,	
looking	 forward	 to	 the	 consolation	 of	 Israel,	 and	 the	
Holy	Spirit	 rested	on	him.	26	 It	had	been	revealed	to	
him	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 that	 he	 would	 not	 see	 death	
before	he	had	seen	the	Lord’s	Messiah.	27	Guided	by	
the	Spirit,	Simeon	came	into	the	temple;	and	when	the	
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in 
his	 arms	 and	 praised	 God,	 saying,	 29	 “Master,	 now	
you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to 
your	word;	 30	 for	my	eyes	have	 seen	 your	 salvation,	
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples,	32	a	light	for	revelation	to	the	Gentiles	and	for	
glory	to	your	people	 Israel.”	33	And	the	child’s	 father	
and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him.	 34	 Then	 Simeon	 blessed	 them	 and	 said	 to	 his	
mother	Mary,	“This	child	is	destined	for	the	falling	and	
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed	35	so	that	the	inner	thoughts	of	many	will	be	
revealed—and	a	sword	will	pierce	your	own	soul	too.”	
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel,	of	the	tribe	of	Asher.	She	was	of	a	great	age,	
having	 lived	 with	 her	 husband	 seven	 years	 after	 her	
marriage,	37	then	as	a	widow	to	the	age	of	eighty-four.	
She	 never	 left	 the	 temple	 but	 worshiped	 there	 with	
fasting	and	prayer	night	and	day.	38	At	 that	moment	
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about 
the	child	 to	all	who	were	 looking	 for	 the	 redemption	
of	 Jerusalem.	 39	When	 they	 had	 finished	 everything	
required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee,	 to	 their	 own	 town	of	Nazareth.	 40	 The	 child	
grew	and	became	strong,	filled	with	wisdom;	and	the	
favor	of	God	was	upon	him.

Flight into Egypt: 
	 Matthew	2:13-15
	 13	Now	after	they	had	 left,	an	angel	of	 the	Lord	
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take 
the	child	and	his	mother,	and	flee	to	Egypt,	and	remain	
there	until	I	tell	you;	for	Herod	is	about	to	search	for	the	
child,	to	destroy	him.”	14	Then	Joseph	got	up,	took	the	
child	and	his	mother	by	night,	and	went	to	Egypt,	15	
and	remained	there	until	the	death	of	Herod.	This	was	



Let The Season Shine

A child is born, a star lights up the world.
Emmanuel is fleshing out the word.
Let the season shine. Let the season shine.
Let the season shine. Let the season shine.

The church bells ring to celebrate His birth,
And people sing of joy and peace on earth.
Let the season shine. Let the season shine.
Let the season shine. Let the season shine.

 Chorus
 One and all hear the call.
 Let’s live our lives to be a light
 As we walk in the light of God together.
 Hope has come through the Son
 A chance of heav’n for everyone
 This Christmas time remember. (2x)
 Let the season shine!

The perfect time to lay our hatred down.
Time to forgive let love flow all around.
Let the season shine. Let the season shine.
Let the season shine. Let the season shine.

 Chorus
 One and all hear the call.
 Let’s live our lives to be a light
 As we walk in the light of God together.
 Hope has come through the Son
 A chance of heav’n for everyone
 This Christmas time remember. (2x)
 
Oh we all, oh we all hold the key to the light now.
Let the season shine. (4x)

Choruses for Today’s Worship
 Chorus
 One and all hear the call.
 Let’s live our lives to be a light
 As we walk in the light of God together.
 Hope has come through the Son
 A chance of heav’n for everyone
 This Christmas time remember. (2x)
 Let the season shine!
 

Long Time Ago in Bethlehem
Long time ago in Bethlehem
So the Holy Bible say
Mary’s Boy Child, Jesus Christ,
Was born on Christmas day.

While shepherds watched their flocks by night
They saw a bright new shining star
And heard a choir from heaven sing
The music came from afar.

 Chorus:
 Hark, now hear the angels sing,
 A King was born today
 And man will live forevermore
 Because of Christmas day.

Now Joseph and his wife Mary
Came to Bethlehem that night
They found no place to bear her Child
Not a sing room was in sight.

By and by they found a little nook
In a stable all forlorn
And in a manger cold and dark
Mary’s little boy Child was born.

Trumpets sound and angels sing
Listen to what they say
That man will live forevermore
Because of Christmas day.

Mary’s Boy Child, Jesus Christ,
Was born on Christmas day.


