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Sunday School Lesson 
John 20:19-31 

by  Lorin L. Cranford 

All rights reserved © 

What It Means To Believe 

A copy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at http://cranfordville.com under Bible Studies in the Bible 
Study Aids section.  A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them 
on and bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the 
internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material. 

************************************************************************** 
Quick Links to the Study 

I. Context II. Message 
a. Historical a. Appearance to the Disciples (1st), vv. 19-23 
b. Literary  Literary b. Appearance to the Disciples (2nd), vv. 24-29 

c. Purpose for Writing, vv. 30-31 

*************************************************************************** 

The Bible study for this week moves from the event of the resurrection itself -- last week’s focus -- to a 
couple of the resurrection appearances of Jesus to his disciples before his ascension back to Heaven. For 
a listing of the various appearances to the detailed Life of Christ outline at Cranfordville.com. 

I. Context 
As is normal, the background information on the gospel of John is important to a more accurate under-

standing of our passage. 

 a. Historical 
Regarding the composition of the fourth gospel, a wide range of viewpoints will be uncovered in 

modern New Testament scholarship.  Regarding the origin of the document, Massey H. Shepherd in the 
Interpreter’s One Volume Commentary on the Bible has a helpful summation: 

The acceptance of the gospel in the NT canon in the late 2nd - early 3rd cent. was a seal of acceptance of its 
authorship by John son of Zebedee, one of the 12 apostles of Jesus. Though contested at that time, this official view 
held the day without serious challenge until recent times; and it is still stoutly defended by many able scholars, 

Catholic and Protes-
tant. Its strongest sup-
port is the testimony of 
Irenaeus, who claimed 
to have received the tra-
dition firsthand, when a 
youth, from Polycarp. 
Although modern NT 
scholarship is not as 
confident in the tradi-
tional view of author-
ship, the document’s 
origin is generally 
viewed to have taken 
place sometime in 
the middle 80s to the 
middle 90s of the first 
Christian century. 
Assuming the cor-
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rectness of the Johannine connection to this document, the ministry of the Apostle John seems to have 
been focused in the region of Ephesus in the Roman province of Asia during the second half of the begin-
ning Christian century. In this view, the gospel would have been written in that region and most likely 
addressed to Christians living in the same general area. Alternative views move in the direction of not 
having an idea about who wrote the gospel and will tend to project a somewhat later date but still originating 
in the same region. 

In either case the gospel comes out of a Johannine oriented community of believers and seeks to 
provide insight about Jesus to members of that community as well as those perhaps attracted to this new 
religion that would come to be called Christianity. For a helpful summary of the religious views found in the 
gospel, see Gary M. Burge, “John, the Theology of,” in the Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theol-
ogy

Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theol-
ogy. 

 b. Literary 
Regarding the literary setting of 20:19-31, Gary M. Burge in the Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of 

Biblical Theology
Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of 

Biblical Theology has a helpful summary of the literary structure of the fourth gospel: 
The Fourth Gospel is organized into two principle sections and these are framed by a prologue (1:1-18) and an 

epilogue (21:1-25), each of which were likely added at some later date either by the Gospel's author or one of his 
followers. The prologue introduces the incarnation of the preexistent Word and poetically sets the stage for all that 
is to follow: God discloses his Son in the world of darkness; he is popularly rejected; a select group of followers 
discover life; and even though the darkness tries, it cannot defeat this Son. 

The first section is commonly called the Book of Signs (1:19-12:50) in order to describe how Jesus appears 
within Judaism replacing its institutions (the temple, sacred wells, teachers) and festivals (Passover, Tabernacles). 
He offers overwhelming messianic gifts that exploit images intrinsic in the Jewish setting in the narrative (wine, 
wisdom, water, healing, bread, light, life). The final event is the raising of Lazarus—which utterly discloses Jesus' 
identity—as well as seals his fate. But even though Jesus experiences hostility among the Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem, still he discovers receptivity in Galilee (2:11; 4:45; 7:1; etc.) and at the end of this section, Greeks from 
Galilee eagerly line up to follow him (12:20-26). 

The second section is called the Book of Glory (13:1-20:31) because now Jesus takes aside his followers, 
washes their feet at his final Passover meal (13:1-20), and exhaustively explains to them who he is and what will 
happen (13:31-17:26). But hinted throughout the Gospel is the notion that the impending cross of Christ will be no 
tragedy, but a time when his glory will become visible to all (3:13-15; 13:31; 17:1-5). The cross is one more sign 
given to disclose that Jesus has been sent by the Father and is now returning to him. For John, this cross is 
voluntary (10:11, 17, 18). Christ is departing, having completed the work he set out to do. But before he goes, he 
distributes gifts to all among his followers (20:19-29), blessing them one more time. 

Most scholars think that the earliest ending of the gospel is in 20:30-31 and that chapter 21 is a later addition 
no doubt from the same Johannine sources that supplied the original Gospel. If it is secondary, it nevertheless has 
the ring of historicity and the echo of Johannine language. Jesus makes a resurrection appearance and commis-
sions his followers in anticipation of his permanent absence. 

This is perhaps the most commonly held view regarding the thought structure of the gospel of John. And it 
has more to commend it than most of the alternative viewpoints. 

My own understanding derived from almost forty years of study of this document is that the role of the 
Prologue is quite substantial in setting a conceptual foundation for the rest of the document. The basic 
viewpoint of Jesus as the divine Word (Logos) set forth in 1:1-18 becomes the conceptual filter through 
which the story of Jesus is told in the remainder of the gospel. For more details see my treatment at 
Cranfordville.com under NT Study Aids. This is a major reason for the narrative view of John being so 
dramatically different than that of the Synoptic Gospels, as each gospel writer tells his own story of Jesus. 

The particular context of 20:19-31 can be seen more clearly from looking at the Life of Christ outline at 
Cranfordville.com: 

Matthew Mark Luke John 
VI. Resurrection appearances and ascension 

28:1-20 16:1-20 24:1-53 20:1-21:25 
(2%) (3%) (5%) (6%) 

A. The Empty Tomb 
28:1-8 16:1-8 24:1-12 20:1-10 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T390
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T390
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T390
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T390
http://209.238.128.31/Jn1_1-18.htm
http://209.238.128.31/Jn1_1-18.htm
http://209.238.128.31/Nt-hdt.htm
http://209.238.128.31/ChristotList.html#VI.%20Ressurrection
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B. The Appearances to His Disciples 
28:9-20 16:9-20 24:13-53 20:11-21:25 

1. The Bribing of the Soldiers 
28:11-15 

2. To the Eleven in Galilee 
28:16-20 

3. To the Two Disciples on the Road to Emmaus 
---- (16:12-13) 24:13-35 ---- 

4. To the Disciples in Jerusalem 
---- (16:14-18) 24:36-49 ---- 

5. The Ascension of Jesus 
---- (16:19-20) 24:50-53 ---- 

6. To Mary Magdalene 
---- (16:9-11) ---- 20:11-18 

7. To the Disciples in Jerusalem 
---- ---- ---- 20:19-23 

8. To the Disciples with Thomas present 
---- ---- ---- 20:24-29 

9. To the Seven Disciples at the Sea of Tiberias 
---- ---- ---- 21:1-23 

Our passage, 20:19-31, contains two (#s 7 & 8) of the four resurrection appearances of Jesus to the 
disciples and to Mary that are found in the fourth gospel. These are unique to this gospel and are not 
described by any of the other gospel writers. Establishing a clearly defined sequence of the resurrection 
appearances of Jesus between the three gospels that originally contained accounts is very difficult. The 
thematic concerns of each gospel writer was more important than reconstructing a chronology of the 
appearances. We must, therefore, content ourselves to looking at the various accounts in each gospel 
and gain the insight provided by each. Since there is no overlapping between the accounts, the chronologi-
cal issues become less important than they would otherwise be. We can determine, however, that these 
eight appearances took place over a forty day period between the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus. 
Luke provides this insight in Acts 1:3 (NRSV): “After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.” 

Additionally, the third segment, 20:30-31, contains an expression of the purpose behind the writing of 
the gospel document itself. 

II. Message 
The division of thought inside vv. 19-31 falls naturally into three segments: (1) the appearance of Jesus 

to the disciples in Jerusalem without Thomas (vv. 19-23); (2) a subsequent appearance to the same group 
with Thomas present (vv. 24-29); and (3) the purpose behind the writing of the gospel document (vv. 30- 
31). 

 a. Appearance to the Disciples (1st), vv. 19-23 

The Greek NT 
ã20Ú19Ã Ou[sh¿ ou\n ojyiva¿ th÷ / 

hJmevra/ ejkeivnh/ th÷/ mia÷/ sabbavtwn kai; 
tw÷n qurw÷n kekleismevnwn o{pou 
h\san oiJ maqhtai; dia; to;n fovbon tw÷n 
!Ioudaivwn, h\lqen oJ !Ihsou÷¿ kai; e[sth 
eij¿ to; mevson kai; levgei aujtoi÷¿, 
Eijrhvnh uJmi÷n.  ã20Ú20Ã kai; tou÷to 
eijpw;n e[deixen ta;¿ cei÷ra¿ kai; th;n 
pleura;n aujtoi÷¿.  ejcavrhsan ou\n oiJ 
maqhtai; i jdovnte¿ to;n kuvrion. 
ã20Ú21Ã ei \pen ou\n aujtoi ÷¿ ªo J 

NRSV 
19 When it was evening on that 

day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." 20 After he 
said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the dis-
ciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 

NLT 
19 That evening, on the first day 

of the week, the disciples were 
meeting behind locked doors be-
cause they were afraid of the Jew-
ish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was 
standing there among them! 
"Peace be with you," he said. 20 
As he spoke, he held out his 
hands for them to see, and he 
showed them his side. They were 
filled with joy when they saw their 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=Acts+1&section=0&version=nrs&language=en
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!Ihsou÷¿º pavlin, Eijrhvnh uJmi ÷n: 
kaqw;¿ ajpevstalkevn me oJ pathvr, 
kajgw; pevmpw uJma÷¿.  ã20Ú22Ã kai; 
tou÷to eijpw;n ejnefuvshsen kai; levgei 
aujtoi÷¿, Lavbete pneu÷ma a{gion: 
ã20Ú23Ã a[n tinwn ajfh÷te ta;¿ 
aJmartiva¿ ajfevwntai aujtoi÷¿, a[n tinwn 
krath÷te kekravthntai. 

"Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you." 22 
When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 
If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained." 

Lord! 21 He spoke to them again 
and said, "Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send 
you."  22 Then he breathed on 
them and said to them, "Receive 
the Holy Spirit.  23 If you forgive 
anyone's sins, they are forgiven. 
If you refuse to forgive them, they 
are unforgiven." 

Comments: 
The setting for this episode is on Sunday evening after Jesus was raised from the dead that morning. 

It follows the appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene in vv. 11-18, which took place early that Sunday 
morning. Interestingly, the narrative details are pretty close to the resurrection appearance described in 
Luke 24:36-43. 

36 And just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. He said, 
"Peace be with you." 37 But the whole group was terribly frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost! 38 "Why are 
you frightened?" he asked. "Why do you doubt who I am?  39 Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that 
it's really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don't have bodies, as you see that 
I do!"  40 As he spoke, he held out his hands for them to see, and he showed them his feet. 41 Still they stood there 
doubting, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?"  42 They gave him 
a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he ate it as they watched. 44 Then he said, "When I was with you before, I told you 
that everything written about me by Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must all come true."  45 Then he 
opened their minds to understand these many Scriptures. 46 And he said, "Yes, it was written long ago that the 
Messiah must suffer and die and rise again from the dead on the third day.  47 With my authority, take this message 
of repentance to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: 'There is forgiveness of sins for all who turn to me.'  48 You 
are witnesses of all these things. 49 "And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here 
in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven." 

50 Then Jesus led them to Bethany, and lifting his hands to heaven, he blessed them. 51 While he was 
blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. 52 They worshiped him and then returned to Jerusalem 
filled with great joy. 53 And they spent all of their time in the Temple, praising God. 
It could be that both gospel writers are giving their version of the same event, but the additional mate-

rials in both Luke and John suggest otherwise. 
The Johannine narrative sets up the scene with the disciples behind locked doors, fearful of being 

arrested by the Jewish authorities. Even though Mary had informed them of Jesus’ resurrection according 
to John 20:18 (“Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her.”), they were still uncertain about their safety and what might be done to them 
by the authorities. Against this backdrop, Jesus then suddenly makes an appearance to them and speaks 
the customary word of greeting of that time, “Peace to you” (Eijrhvnh uJmi÷n.). With words of reassurance, 
Jesus made his presence known to these fearful men. When one thinks about it, the scene has almost 
humorous tones. From the accounts of the resurrection in all four gospels, the women made the wonderful 
discovery of the living Christ early that Sunday morning. They were filled with both awe and joy. But by late 
that same evening the men were still in fearful doubt about what was going on. 

Jesus’ words of greeting were followed by ‘show and tell’ one: “he showed them his hands and his 
side.“ The mention of the hands and the side allude back to the crucifixion scene where Jesus’ hands were 
nailed to the cross beam of the cross and then after his death his side was pierced by a sword from the 
Roman soldier (Jhn. 19:35, NRSV: “Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and 
water came out.”). Luke 24:38-40 has more detail for the initial appearance to the disciples, (NRSV), “38 He 
said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see 
that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 40 And when 
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.” The point of both being that Jesus offered the disciples 
concrete evidence that he really was alive, and that he wasn’t some kind of Casper style ghost. The 
reaction of the disciples were overwhelming joy! Jesus was alive; they were seeing the Lord. As George 
Beasley-Murray comments in the John volume of the Word Biblical Commentary (v. 36, p. 379), “The 

http://209.238.128.31/ChristotList.html#VI.%20Ressurrection
http://209.238.128.31/ChristotList.html#VI.%20Ressurrection
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=John+20&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=joh&NavPreviousChapter=%3C%3C&NavGo=20&NavCurrentChapter=20
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=Luke+24&section=0&version=nrs&language=en
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promise of Jesus, made to them in the Upper Room, that he would ‘come’ to them (14:18) and turn their 
grief into joy (16:20-22) was now fulfilled.” 

The Johannine narrative again repeats the greeting, “Peace to you” (v. 22; Eijrhvnh uJmi÷n). This time it is 
followed by words of commissioning, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (kaqw;¿ ajpevstalkevn me oJ 
pathvr, kajgw; pevmpw uJma÷¿.). One should remember that each of the three gospel writers contains a resur-
rection appearance of Jesus with a commissioning by the Lord of the Twelve (Matt. 28:16-20; Luke 24:36- 
49). John’s interpretation of Jesus’ commands provides important unique insight. In Matthew and Luke, the 
commissioning is simply couched in Jesus’ authority to command the disciples to evangelize, and that this 
is according to the Father’s will. But John links the commissioning of the disciples by Jesus to Jesus’ own 
commission from the Heavenly Father. What we glean from this is that the work of the disciples was to be 
an extension of the work that Jesus came to earth to accomplish. Although Jesus, by his death and resur-
rection, completed the work of redemption in its provision, his disciples are to spread that message so that 
others may have opportunity to respond in saving faith and experience the blessings of that redemption. 

The New Testament, and especially the Lukan writings of the Gospel and Acts, especially emphasize 
the divine commissioning of followers of Jesus to be witnesses to Jesus in both word and deed. See my 
Commissioning Narratives in regard to Acts for further details. This continues the perspective begun in the 
Old Testament with Abraham’s call to leave his homeland and go in the land of God’s promise. Almighty 
God comes to his people and assigns them jobs to do. The appropriate response is the one voiced by 
Isaiah in his calling (Isa. 6:8, NRSV): “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’” 

The third action segment of Jesus (vv. 22-23) deals with the needed spiritual resources for this enor-
mous job that Jesus had just given to the disciples: “When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained’” (kai; tou÷to eijpw;n ejnefuvshsen kai; levgei aujtoi÷¿, Lavbete pneu÷ma a{gion: a[n 
tinwn ajfh÷te ta;¿ aJmartiva¿ ajfevwntai aujtoi÷¿, a[n tinwn krath÷te kekravthntai.). The marvelous affirmation of 
these statements is that with job assignment comes the needed resources to get the job done. What can 
enable us to win a lost world to Christ as we have been commanded to do by our Lord? Nothing less than 
the empowerment of the Spirit of God can get the job done! Not programs, not church organizations, 
nothing but the divine power of God is essential for carrying out our commission. This we must humbly 
seek if we are to obey our Lord. 

One important side note. Luke divides out the commissioning (24:36-49) and the bestowal of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 1-2) into two separate events, in a more chronologically oriented depiction. Sometimes tension 
between John and Luke is assumed at this point. But John’s strongly thematic orientation argues against 
seeing a different theological viewpoint. The same essential theological view is present in both gospel 
accounts: Jesus has commissioned us to evangelize the world, and has then provided the Holy Spirit as 
the spiritual empowerment to carry out this task. 

The last part of this third segment of Jesus’ instructions to the disciples alludes to the authority given to 
the disciples (v. 23, NRSV): “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained” (a[n tinwn ajfh÷te ta;¿ aJmartiva¿ ajfevwntai aujtoi÷¿, a[n tinwn krath÷te kekravthntai.). This 
statement is similar to one found in Matt. 16:19 (NRSV, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.") and 
18:18 (NRSV, “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.”). One clear implication of this declaration is that the task of the followers of Jesus both 
to proclaim salvation and judgment. The issue is that of forgiveness of sins. The preaching of the gospel 
message is essential. This theme is found elsewhere in John’s gospel. The early declaration of Jesus in 
chapter three combines both these emphases (3:14-21, NRSV): 

14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him 
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 

http://209.238.128.31/NT-genre.htm#Commissioning
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darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the 
light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may 
be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God." 

Thus our proclamation has a binding and loosing impact; how the listener responds to the gospel mes-
sage is critical in terms of whether forgiveness takes place or not. 

What can be learned from this passage? Much! Just as the disciples received assurances that Jesus 
lives, we have that assurance as well. Just as they received their marching orders, we have inherited 
those same orders as subsequent followers of Jesus. Just as they received the Holy Spirit for empower-
ment for the task, we have the same access to the divine Spirit today to get the same job done in our 
generation. 

 b. Appearance to the Disciples (2nd), vv. 24-29 

The Greek NT 
ã20Ú24Ã Qwma÷¿ de; ei|¿ ejk tw÷n 

dwvdeka, oJ legovmeno¿ Divdumo¿, oujk 
h\n met! aujtw÷n o{te h\lqen !Ihsou÷¿. 
ã20Ú25Ã e[legon ou\n aujtw÷/ oiJ a[lloi 
maqhtaiv, @Ewravkamen to;n kuvrion. 
oJ de; ei\pen aujtoi÷¿, !Ea;n mh; i[dw ejn 
tai÷¿ cersi;n aujtou÷ to;n tuvpon tw÷n 
h{lwn kai; bavlw to;n davktulovn mou 
eij¿ to;n tuvpon tw÷n h{lwn kai; bavlw 
mou th;n cei÷ra eij¿ th;n pleura;n 
aujtou÷, ouj mh; pisteuvsw. 

ã20Ú26Ã Kai; meq! hJmevra¿ ojktw; 
pavlin h\san e[sw oiJ maqhtai; aujtou÷ 
kai; Qwma÷¿ met! aujtw÷n.  e[rcetai oJ 
!Ihsou÷¿ tw÷n qurw÷n kekleismevnwn 
kai; e[sth eij¿ to; mevson kai; ei\pen, 
Eijrhvnh uJmi÷n.  ã20Ú27Ã ei\ta levgei tw÷/ 
Qwma÷/, Fevre to;n davktulovn sou w|de 
kai; i[de ta;¿ cei÷rav¿ mou, kai; fevre 
th;n cei÷rav sou kai; bavle eij¿ th;n 
pleuravn mou, kai; mh; givnou a[pisto¿ 
ajlla; pistov¿.  ã20Ú28Ã ajpekrivqh 
Qwma÷¿ kai; ei\pen aujtw÷/, @O kuvriov¿ 
mou kai; oJ qeov¿ mou.  ã20Ú29Ã levgei 
aujtw÷/ oJ !Ihsou÷¿, $Oti eJwvrakav¿ me 
pepivsteuka¿_  makavrioi oiJ mh; 
ijdovnte¿ kai; pisteuvsante¿. 

NRSV 
24 But Thomas (who was called 

the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 
25 So the other disciples told him, 
"We have seen the Lord." But he 
said to them, "Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and 
put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe." 

26 A week later his disciples 
were again in the house, and Tho-
mas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." 27 Then he 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger 
here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe." 28 Tho-
mas answered him, "My Lord and 
my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, 
"Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe." 

NLT 
24 One of the disciples, Tho-

mas (nicknamed the Twin), was 
not with the others when Jesus 
came. 25 They told him, "We have 
seen the Lord!" But he replied, "I 
won't believe it unless I see the 
nail wounds in his hands, put my 
fingers into them, and place my 
hand into the wound in his side." 

26 Eight days later the disciples 
were together again, and this time 
Thomas was with them. The 
doors were locked; but suddenly, 
as before, Jesus was standing 
among them. He said, "Peace be 
with you." 27 Then he said to Tho-
mas, "Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Put your hand into 
the wound in my side. Don't be 
faithless any longer. Believe!" 28 
"My Lord and my God!" Thomas 
exclaimed. 29 Then Jesus told 
him, "You believe because you 
have seen me. Blessed are those 
who haven't seen me and believe 
anyway." 

Comments: 
The focus of this second appearance is on the disciple named Thomas. Thomas surfaces in the 

gospel narratives in some eleven passages, usually as a name in a list of the Twelve. In John 11:1-16 the 
pessimism of Thomas surfaces with his statement, (v.16, NRSV): “Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to 
his fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’" Then again in John 14:4-11, (v. 5 NRSV): “Thomas 
said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" In spite of the negative tones 
of these three passages in John about Thomas, he does provide the opportunity for us to learn some 
valuable lessons about faith and following Jesus. 

His lack of acceptance of the other disciples report of Jesus’ resurrection is a reflection of their own 
skepticism at the report of the women earlier. But Thomas makes the demand that he can’t believe until he 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Thomas&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=joh&NavGo=20&NavCurrentChapter=20
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=joh+11:16&version=nrs&context=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=joh+14:5&version=nrs&context=1&showtools=1
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can see with his own eyes. His faith demanded reasonable confirmation. The following Sunday, according 
to John, Jesus appeared to the disciples again with Thomas present. 

With the Lord’s sudden appearance behind locked doors, came the same greeting to the group, “Peace 
to you” (Eijrhvnh uJmi÷n.). This time they did not experience shock and surprise as before. Thomas becomes 
the focus of the narrative with Jesus’ challenge to him (v. 27, NRSV), "Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas’ responded without touching Jesus 
by declaring (v. 28, NRSV), "My Lord and my God!" Thus Thomas confessed faith in the resurrected Jesus 
when confronted with the physical proof he had demanded. Jesus is acknowledged as the sovereign Lord 
and God. The meaning of the confession is commitment now to follow Jesus unquestioningly. Doubt has 
been turned into commitment. 

Jesus then declares that a far superior expression of faith is found when (v. 29, NRSV) "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." This 
beatitude pronounces God’s favor on the one who comes to faith without having to have the physical 
confirmation. This represents a superior expression of faith, as well as the one that subsequent followers 
of Jesus would have to exercise after Jesus’ ascension back to Heaven. For more details on Beatitudes in 
the New Testament see my Literary Forms of Beatitudes at Cranfordville.com. 

What can we learn from this episode? The primary lesson is that Thomas expressed honest doubt and 
that God honored that with affirmation that removed his doubt. Expressing honest lack of understanding or 
hesitancy about faith commitment is not sinful within itself. Particularly when openness to God and His way 
is present. Doubt can turn to faith, when we’re not set against faith! But a far superior kind of faith doesn’t 
need physical confirmation to see the Lord’s presence. This was the life changing faith that Paul experi-
enced in his encounter with the resurrected Lord on the road outside Damascus. It is the same faith we 
need to express today. 

 c. The Purpose for Writing, vv. 30-31 

The Greek NT 
ã20Ú30Ã Polla; me;n ou\n kai; a[lla 

shmei÷a ejpoivhsen oJ !Ihsou÷¿ ejnwvpion 
tw÷n maqhtw÷n ªaujtou÷º, a} oujk e[stin 
gegrammevna ejn tw÷/ biblivw/ touvtw/: 
ã20Ú31Ã tau÷ta de; gevgraptai i{na 
pisteuvªsºhte o{ti !Ihsou÷¿ ejstin oJ 
Cristo;¿ oJ uiJo;¿ tou÷ qeou÷, kai; i{na 
pisteuvonte¿ zwh;n e[chte ejn tw÷/ 
ojnovmati aujtou÷. 

NRSV 
30 Now Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of his dis-
ciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so 
that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 

NLT 
30 Jesus' disciples saw him do 

many other miraculous signs be-
sides the ones recorded in this 
book. 31 But these are written so 
that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that by believing in him you 
will have life. 

Comments: 
Again George Beasley-Murray in the Word Biblical Commentary on John (v. 36, p. 387) has some 

helpful insights about these verses: 
“There is much to be a said in favor of viewing the resurrection appearances as signs, particularly the last appear-
ance to Thomas. The statement that Jesus did ‘many other signs’ is then comprehensible. It is evident from a 
comparison of this Gospel with the synoptics that other miracles were known in the circles of those who fashioned 
the traditions, and it is only to be expected that there were other that they did not record. John restricted his choice 
of signs to a group that were especially instructive.” 
The clear purpose of the entire gospel document is set forth in verse 31. The gospel is a document 

promoting faith in Jesus as the Messiah, that is, as the Son of God. The objective of this faith is then the 
experiencing of spiritual life in the name of this Messiah Jesus. 

One quick side note. This expression of purpose makes this document somewhat less trustworthy 
when the modern standards of collaborative factual history are imposed on it. But John clearly indicates 
his objective was to create faith. Thus the gospel is written as a document encouraging religious response 
to Jesus as the source of salvation. We need to read it that way, if we’re going to understand its message. 

http://209.238.128.31/Beatitudesexplained.htm
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