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In chapter fifteen John confinues to focus on the words that
Jesus spoke to the disciples in the upper room before departing to
the Mount of Olives where he would be arrested. Some of the same
themes found in chapter fourteen resurface, such as love, but usually
with a new perspective and emphasis. A lot of what is emphasized in
chapter fiffeen was infended to prepare the disciples for the events
that lay immediately in front of them on the Mount of Olives. They
would face the most severe test of their trust in Jesus ever as they
watched him being led away by the temple authorities. Whether
they would come through this intact or not would depend critically
on how deep their relationship to Jesus was.

Often life brings tests of our faith to us, although probably not as
severe as to these disciples. How well we cope in such moments also
depends on the depth of our relationship with Jesus.

l. Context
This lesson is a revision, with corrections and updates, to the previous lesson on this passage posted
on cranfordville.com under Eible Studieg > uew Testament Studieg > Eosgel of Johd > Ehagter Fifteed.
Further study into the fourth gospel has provided more insight and hopefully more helpful interpretive
conclusions. As per the normal pattern, we will draw heavily on the work in previous studies for the back-
ground material, and will supplement it when necessary for the study of our passage.
OO OO OO OO0
a. Historical gospel revolves around the attempt to identify the
The external historical context of the fourth  time, place and purpose of the composition of this
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gospel. J.N. Sanders (“The
Gospel of John,” Interpret-
ers Dictionary of the Bible,
iPreach) effectively summa-
rizes many of these issues:

Written, according
to tradition, by John the
son of Zebedee, this gos-
pel stands as the last of
the four canonical gospels
in the NT, consistently
with its traditional date
of composition; though
some early MSS—notably
Codex Bezae (D) and the
Washington Codex (W)—
put first the two gospels
considered of apostolic
authorship, Matthew and
John, with Luke and Mark
in third and fourth place
respectively.

John was highly valued
in ancient times as the “spiritual gospel,” first so called
by Clement of Alexandria, and was perhaps the single
most influential book of the NT in the fashioning of
early Christian dogma.

Since the beginning of the period of modern criti-
cal study, however, there has been much controversy
about its authorship, place of origin, theological affili-
ations and background, and historical value. Already
in the late second century certain conservative and
otherwise orthodox Christians, the so-called “Alogi,”
denied its apostolic authorship. This was, however, on
the grounds of its teaching, which they judged un-
orthodox, and not because of any authentic alterna-
tive tradition. In the modern period too, dogmatic
presuppositions have played a considerable part, if
not always consciously, in the controversy about this
gospel. Conservative scholars have been at pains to
uphold its apostolic authorship, and others to deny it,
both sides tacitly agreeing that it constituted a bulwark
of orthodoxy. It has not always been sufficiently real-
ized by both parties to the controversy that to settle
the question of its authorship would not necessarily
decide that of its value. Even if it could be proved that
it was not the work of an apostle and eyewitness of
the events it purports to describe, it would not follow
necessarily that its testimony is intrinsically inferior to
that of the other gospels, and vice versa.

The real focal point of the controversy about John
is therefore not the problem of authorship, but the

question why it differs as it
does from the other gospels.
Only if the latter question is
satisfactorily ~answered can
there be any hope of under-
standing the origin, purpose,
and value of John.

In regard to this lat-
ter point, Sanders offers a
helpful summation of the
origin and purpose of this
gospel that merits serious
attention:

Whoever it was who put
John in its present form and
published it, whether he was
its author or its editor, the Be-
loved Disciple or another, he
offered it to the church and to
the world as evidence for the
claim that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God (20:31), fur-
nished by a selection of Jesus’
own acts—the “signs”—expounded in the discourses,
and by the testimony of individuals, primarily of the
Beloved Disciple.

There are six signs, one less than the perfect num-
ber seven, and, both by this fact and by their content,
they lead up to the final and perfect sign, the death
and resurrection of Christ. The first sign, the changing
of water into wine, symbolizes Christ’s ministry as the
substitution of the wine of the gospel for the water of
the law; the second and third, two miracles of healing,
show Christ as the bringer of life and forgiveness—
the paralyzed man by the pool represents the sinner
whom the law cannot save; the fourth shows him as
the bringer of the real manna; the fifth illustrates that
“in him was life, and the life was the light of men.”
by the curing of the blind man; the sixth, the raising
of Lazarus, shows Christ as victor over death and pre-
pares immediately for his own resurrection. The inner
meaning of these events is expounded in the discours-
es, which are held together by the themes which run
through them and give the gospel its unity. The fact
that the main themes are stated in the Prologue sug-
gests that the Prologue is integral to the gospel, which
is, in fact, an exposition of its meaning. It is difficult
to imagine the Prologue as an originally independent
hymn to the Logos, subsequently attached to the gos-
pel, though this has been suggested.

The discourses may well have originated in ser-
mons expounding the “signs”: the feeding of the mul-

Page 2 of John 15 Bible Study



titude and the discourse associated with it would be
an appropriate Easter sermon, and, indeed, it may
be that the association of the signs with feasts gives
a clue to the occasions on which these sermons were
preached. They were then formed into the gospel, and
may have undergone a certain amount of rearrange-
ment by the editor, thus giving rise to the phenomena
explained by some critics as due to dislocation of the
text (see § A2 above). The present order, however, is
clearly intentional, even if it is not according to the
author’s intention.

It is not easy to date the gospel at all precisely.
Much of its material, even in the discourses, may be
primitive, but it may have been gradually brought into
shape during a lifetime of preaching, and the traditional
date for its publication, late in the first century, fits
the evidence of its early use by Ignatius. A man who
was a youth at the time of the Crucifixion could well
have published the gospel in the nineties when he was
himself, as the tradition asserts, an old man, perhaps
the last survivor of those who had seen the Lord.

Published at Ephesus at that time, the gospel must
have been designed not only to remind the church of
vital truths about its Lord, but also to win from the
mystery cults and Gnosticism those pagans who sought
salvation.

The internal historical context of our passage
places this discourse during the final week of Je-
sus’ earthly life. It comes as a part of the Farewell
Discourse of Jesus on Thursday evening after the
institution of the Lord’s Supper in the Upper Room
in chapters thirteen through seventeen. Once Judas
had departed from the group, 13:31, John describes
a series of speeches that Jesus gave before de-
parting to the Mt. of Olives, 18:1. What is not clear
initially is whether this material was given in the Up-
per Room or whether while Jesus and the disciples
were leaving there and headed across Kidron on
the east side of the city on their way to the Mt. of
Olives. The statements in 14:31, “Rise, let us be on
our way,” at first suggests a departure for Mt. Olivet
at that point, but the subsequent statement in 18:1"
makes it clear that they did not leave the upper room
until the later point in time. So the materials recorded
through chapter seventeen are situated in the upper
room in the fourth gospel.

Time and place markers inside chapter fifteen

'After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out
with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered.

—— City walls in Jesus’ time o
==== “City of David" Ty &
—— The "Old City” (surviving,walls, bullt in 16th century) :

1986 The Zondsiven Corporation. &\ AN N XX
are limited because of the discourse nature of the
material. The few time markers that occur focus
on range from a contrast of the past / future in the
declaration that since the religious authorities per-
secuted Jesus, the disciples can expect the same
in the coming days (v. 20). Then follows the promise
of the Holy Spirit to be sent once Jesus has arrived
back to the Father (v. 26).

The other background issue that is crucial for the
first part of this passage is the nature of the metaphor
of the vine. In the ancient world a vine and vineyard
related to the growing of grapes for the production of
wine. The article on “Grapes” in Nelson’s lllustrated
Customs and Manners in the Bible (Logos Systems)
provides a helpful introduction to the importance of
this in Hebrew culture:

Grapes grew plentifully in Palestine and the He-
brews devoted as much time to their vineyards as they

did to all other forms of agriculture. The planting,

pruning, and cropping of grapevines was hard work

that many people considered to be menial (2 Kin.

25:12). Yet the hill country of Judah offered grape-

Page 3 of John 15 Bible Study



vines a perfect climate. Walled vineyards and watch-
towers came to symbolize the land of Judah.

To prepare a hillside for planting a vineyard, a
farmer had to clear rocks from the ground and build
stone hedges to hold the soil. The vines were planted
in rows 2.4 to 3.0 m. (8 to 10 ft.) apart. They trailed
upon the ground or crept upon stone ridges in search
of warm, dry exposure for their fruit, which was some-
times propped up on forked sticks. Trimmed down to
permanent stock, the vines were fastened to a stake or
trellis, trained upon upright frames, or hung on the
side of a house or in a tree.

By forbidding farmers to gather grapes for the
first three years (Lev. 19:23), Mosaic Law guaranteed
that the vines would be well-tended in their formative
years. The first pruning came in March. After clusters
began to form again, the pruners cut off twigs having
no fruit. Again the vine grew new clusters and again

the barren branches were pruned.

Once or twice during the growing season, the
soil around the vines was dug and cleared of weeds.
The vinedressers removed stones and trained the vines
upon their trellises.

Wine was squeezed in September, and the He-
brews celebrated this occasion with even more festiv-
ity than the harvest (Is. 16:9). It sometimes resulted in
wicked mirth (Judg. 9:27).

Thus in using this metaphor Jesus was basing his
ideas on something very familiar to people in that
world. This would be true not only to the disciples
who comprised the initial audience, but also to the
initial readers of this gospel several decades after
this event took place. The nature of his reference is
a comparison -- something we will explore in more
detail under the Notes section of the first division of
the passage below.

OO OO OO

b. Literary
Of major importance to the literary setting of
chapter fifteen is the genre of these verses along
with the literary setting. The genre is derived from
the larger context to which chapter fifteen belongs.
A helpful summation of this is found by Gail R.
O’Day (“The Gospel of John,” New Interpreters Bible,
iPreach):
As noted in the Overview to John 13:1-17:26, John
14:1-16:33 is the centerpiece of the three units that
compose the Johannine account of the farewell meal
(13:1-38; 14:1-16:33; 17:1-26). As the centerpiece, the
Farewell Discourse needs to be read in the light of what
both precedes and follows it. The common Johannine
narrative pattern, noted repeatedly throughout this
commentary, is that of event/dialogue/discourse (e.g.,
John 5; 6; and 9). Read from one perspective, the
Farewell Discourse coheres with this pattern, because
Jesus™ teachings in John 14-16 do indeed draw out
themes that are introduced by the foot washing and
the dialogues that follow it.

Our passage, then, stands in the middle of Je-
sus’ Farewell Discourse, as recorded in the fourth
gospel.

Farewell Speeches form a distinct genre, or
literary form in the ancient world, as well as in our
world. O’'Day again has some helpful observations
about this kind of material:

In reading the Farewell Discourse, one needs to
consider its relationship to a genre of literature well
documented in the ancient Mediterranean world —
that of the farewell or last testament of a famous man.

In the OT, one finds this form in Jacob’s farewell and
blessing of his twelve sons (Genesis 49), in Joshua’s
farewell address (Joshua 22-24), and in David’s fare-
well and instructions to Solomon and the royal court
(1 Chronicles 28-29). The most extended example
of the farewell address is in Deuteronomy, in which
the entire book is cast as Moses’ farewell speeches to
his people. This literary form also occurs in extra-ca-
nonical Jewish literature, particularly those books like
The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs and Jubilees,
which retell and expand the stories of the Pentateuch;
in Greek and Roman literature (e.g., the death of So-
crates in Plato’s Phaedo); and elsewhere in the NT
(e.g., Paul’s farewell at Miletus, Acts 20:17-38).

Some of the defining characteristics of this form
include the gathering of family and/or followers by
the dying or departing man, the announcement of
approaching death or departure, prophecies and/
or promises and blessings, a review of the man’s life,
the naming of a successor, final instructions, and a
prayer.“® Each of these characteristics appears in the
Farewell Discourse, and there can be little doubt that
the Fourth Evangelist has composed the narrative of
the events at the supper with the farewell speech form
in view.“® Fernando Segovia has suggested that the en-
tire supper scene should be read as a farewell type of
scene, a suggestion that helpfully draws together both
the genre of the farewell testament and the narrative
setting. ¢’

Thus as we read this material, the tone of saying
good-bye to his disciples looms in the background
as the underlying thrust of what is said.
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Il. Message

The internal literary structure of this lengthy passage is relatively easy to determine, as the
in the larger internet version illustrates. The metaphor of the vine includes two segments found
in verses 1-8. The first part affirms Jesus relation to the Heavenly Father as vine and vineyard tender, vv.
1-4, and the second with Jesus as the vine and believers as the branches, vv. 5-8. This is built around two
‘Il am” sayings of Jesus. The second part is somewhat more complex in its structure. The theme of love
begins in verse 9 and the theme of hate begins in verse 18. The thrust is insider love and outsider hate.
That is, we are to love one another, but not be surprised when the outside world hates us.

OO OO OO OO OO

a. The Vine, vv. 1-8

Greek NT

15.1 ’Ey® elpt M
dumrelog 1 GANOLVY, KoL O
TOTAP LOL O YEWPYOC ECTLY.
15.2 mav kAfuo €V €10l un
d€pov Kapmdv aipet aTo,
KOl TGV T0 KOPTOV GEPOV
KkoBoipetl 0010 Tva Kopmov
nhetovo o€pm. 15.3 14dn
vueig kabapol £ote di0
OV AOYov OV AeAdAnko
VUiv: 15.4 peivore v guot,
KOy® €v vpiv. kobmg 10
KAfiLo 00 dVvaTol Kapmov
d€peLV Ao £0VT0T €0V
un ueEvn €v 1 OUTEA®,
oUTMg 0VOE VUETG £V UM
€v €uol puévnte. 15.5 &y
elut N GureAlog, LUELS TO
KANuata. 6 uEvay €v £uot
KEY® &v 00T 0VTOC OEPEL
KOPTOV TOAVV, OTL XWPLg
£uod ov dvvacHe molelv
008€v. 15.6 €av un Tig
Uévn €v guot, £BANON £€m
G TO KANUO Kot €Enpdvon
KOl GUVGYOUGLY COTA KOl
£1¢ 10 TOp PAAAovoLy Kol
koietat. 15.7 €av ueivnte
€v €uol kol ta PMUoTd
pov €v vUiv ueivn, 6 €av
0 Ante oiltqooocde, kal
yevioetol vuiv. 15.8 v
00T £80EA0ON O moTp
uov, ivo Kapmov ToAVV
d€pmte KOl yévnode £uot
pobnrol.

NASB

1 “l am the true vine,
and My Father is the vine-
dresser. 2 “Every branch
in Me that does not bear
fruit, He takes away; and
every branch that bears
fruit, He prunes it so that
it may bear more fruit. 3
“You are already clean
because of the word
which | have spoken to
you. 4 “Abide in Me, and
| in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself
unless it abides in the
vine, so neither can you
unless you abide in Me.
5 “| am the vine, you are
the branches; he who
abides in Me and | in him,
he bears much fruit, for
apart from Me you can
do nothing. 6 “If anyone
does not abide in Me,
he is thrown away as a
branch and dries up; and
they gather them, and
cast them into the fire
and they are burned. 7 “If
you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you. 8
“My Father is glorified by
this, that you bear much
fruit, and so prove to be
My disciples.

NRSV

1 “l am the true vine,
and my Father is the
vinegrower. 2 He re-
moves every branch in
me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make
it bear more fruit. 3
You have already been
cleansed by the word
that | have spoken to
you. 4 Abide in me as |
abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides
in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide
in me. 5 | am the vine,
you are the branches.
Those who abide in me
and | in them bear much
fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing.
6 Whoever does not
abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and
withers; such branches
are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. 7 If
you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask
for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for
you. 8 My Father is glori-
fied by this, that you bear
much fruit and become
my disciples.

NLT

1 “l am the true vine,
and my Father is the gar-
dener. 2 He cuts off ev-
ery branch that doesn’t
produce fruit, and he
prunes the branches that
do bear fruit so they will
produce even more. 3
You have already been
pruned for greater fruit-
fulness by the message
| have given you. 4 Re-
main in me, and | will re-
main in you. For a branch
cannot produce fruit if it
is severed from the vine,
and you cannot be fruitful
apart from me. 5 “Yes, |
am the vine; you are the
branches. Those who
remain in me, and | in
them, will produce much
fruit. For apart from me
you can do nothing. 6
Anyone who parts from
me is thrown away like
a useless branch and
withers. Such branches
are gathered into a pile
to be burned. 7 But if
you stay joined to me
and my words remain in
you, you may ask any
request you like, and it
will be granted! 8 My true
disciples produce much
fruit. This brings great
glory to my Father.
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Notes:

This first section, vv. 1-8, can be seen in two
ways. 1) It stands as an independent unit with little di-
rect connection either to what precedes it, 14:15-31,
or what follows it, 15:9-16:4. 2) It provides a founda-
tional idea for the emphasis that follows in 15:9-16:4.
Part of the dilemma of the farewell speech is the
seeming disjointedness of the material in chapters
13-16. Most conclude that this material has been
stitched together by John from various segments
of Jesus tradition and somewhat reworked to give
some coherence to it. Thus a dogmatic conclusion
about either of the above approaches cannot be
drawn. | tend to favor the latter approach, and thus
will proceed on that assumption.

The nature of these verses is that
of a word picture in which Jesus com-
pares himself to a grapevine. Such
comparisons were not uncommon
in the ancient literature of that time,
and also, the vine metaphor is found
frequently in ancient Jewish writings.
For examples of this, see the 47 uses
of the English word “vine” in the @
Bevised Standard Versiod, where both literal and
figurative uses abound. George Beasley-Murray,
the British Baptist scholar (John, Word Biblical Com-
mentary, Logos Systems), summarizes the Jewish
background of this image:

Israel is frequently represented in the OT as a vine

or a vineyard (cf. Hos 10:1-2; Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21;

Ezek 15:1-5, 17:1-21; 19:10—15; Ps 80:8—18). The

tradition was continued in Judaism; an elaborate

allegorical portrayal of Israel as a vine is found in Lew.
Rab. 36 (133a) (reproduced in Str-B 2:563-64); the
vine is a frequent figure on coins and ceramics from the
Maccabaean era on; Josephus relates that a large golden
vine was set at the sanctuary entrance in the temple
built by Herod (A47£.15.395). It is striking that in every
instance when Israel in its historical life is depicted in
the OT as a vine or vineyard, the nation is set under
the judgment of God for its corruption, sometimes
explicitly for its failure to produce good fruit (e.g., Isa
5:1-7; Jer 2:21).

In the “I am...” saying structure here, Jesus
reidentifies himself as the vineyard where spiritual
fruitfulness pleasing to God originates. In the back-
ground here most likely is Moses’ encounter with
God in Exod. 3:13-15 where he is simply told, “13
But Moses said to God, “If | come to the Israelites and
say to them, “The God of your ancestors has sent me to

you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?’ what shall |
say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “| am who | am.” He
said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I am
has sent me to you.” “ 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus
you shall say to the Israelites, “The Lord, the God of your
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name
forever, and this my title for all generations.” Verse 14
identifies the name of God simply as “l am who | am.”
This introduces the hidden name of God which has
traditionally come to be translated in English Bible
patterns as either Jehovah or Yahweh. In Jewish
tradition it has been the name of God that no oneis
supposed to pronounce. The Septuagint, LXX, uses
the Greek phrase eiut 6 ov to render the Hebrew

y expression. A very similar expression shows up in

verses 1 and 5, £ym eiut ...

Most Johannine scholars are convinced this is the
last of several such instances in the fourth gospel
which portrays Jesus as the manifestation of the God
of Israel whose name -- and thus identity -- remained
somewhat hidden and mysterious. Thus the image of
Jesus as the vine underscores Jesus as the source
of spiritual life that stems from God.

The image has two dimensions in these verses.
First, Jesus is the vine and God is the one who tends
the vineyard, vv. 1-4. Second, Jesus is the vine,
and his followers are the branches, vv. 5-8. The
way the image is developed underscores Jesus as
the source of life originating from God and flowing
into the lives of his disciples. The major emphasis,
however, in both segments falls on the disciples and
their connection to Jesus as the vine.

The pruning process done by God of the branch-
es is dominant. A subtle play on words is done in
the Greek that is impossible to reproduce in English.
xoBaipet in v. 3 and xabapot in v. 4 simultaneously
mean “prune” and “cleanse.” Thus the metaphor of
pruning also applies to the cleansing power of Jesus’
words when applied to people. Verse 4 brings this
emphasis to a climax: “Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me.”

The second part, vv. 5-8, introduces more point-
edly the judgment theme that was often in the use
of this metaphor for the covenant people, Israel.
Pruning is designed to produce more fruit. Non-
fruitfulness means elimination. But for those being
nourished by Jesus, the vine, greater fruitfulness
takes place. The “abiding” concept is based upon
the use here of the Greek verb uéveo (meno), which
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simply means to remain, to stay put. To abide in Je-
sus is to stay put in our commitment to him. Verse 7
equates abiding in Jesus with abiding in his words.
This means that to “abide in Jesus” we must follow
what he says.

The benefits of such are twofold: 1) answered
prayer, v. 7, and glory to the Heavenly Father, v. 8.
Interesting, the goal of “abiding” is “that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples.” The parallel statements
underscore that fruit-bearing provides concrete in-
dication of genuine discipleship. No such thing as
non-fruit producing disciples exists for John and for
Jesus.

How does this relate to us today? Very clearly
and emphatically! For the disciples to survive the
chaos of Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion they would
have to reach deep down inside to find direction,
courage, and resolve to stand with Jesus through
all this. Jesus words emphatically underscore their
utter dependence on him for spiritual nourishment
and strength. The warning about pruning was to let
them know that some pruning was going to take
place. It had already begun with Judas’ departure
from the upper room and within days he would be
dead. Some trimming away of over confidence by
several of the disciples, and especially by Peter, was
about to happen in the next few days. Only as they
found nourishment in Christ were they able to come
through this ordeal with not only their faith intact, but
actually stronger and more mature.

Such is the case for believers today. Outward
‘busyness’ doing “Christian things” will never suffice

1y Father

1t ye bear
fruit
. Johi v 8

by their fruits
rd
ye shall knoew them.

Matt. vu 10

for the spiritual nourishment that Christ provides.
Genuine deeds of obedience must flow out of the
dynamic of a vital relationship with Christ. Only then
will they become truly fruitful actions. The expecta-
tion of being genuinely fruitful is real and put there by
God. The test of this kind of fruitfulness is who gets
the credit? If God is glorified, then our actions are
bearing fruit. If not, then no real fruit is produced.

OO OO OO OO OO

b. Love-Hate, 15:9-16:4

Greek NT
15.9 xabnc Nydnnocev

NASB
9 “Just as the Father

NRSV
9 As the Father has

NLT
9 “I have loved you

UE O TOTNP, KAY® VUGS
nydmnoa: UHeLVOTE €V Ti)
aydmn T €ufy. 15.10 €av
TOG EVIOADG OV TNPNONTE,
UEVELTE €V T AYOTT LOV,
KOOWG £Y® TAC £VIOAOG
700 TaTPOg OV TETNPNKO,
Kol HEVO 0VTOD €V T
ayornn. 15.11 Tadta Ae-
AdAnKko VULV tvo 1) gopo N
£un &v VUi 7 Kol 1 xopa
VU@V TANP®OT. 15.12 vt
€0TLV 1| EVTOAN 1) €un, 1vo,
ayomdte GAAAOVG KOOMG

has loved Me, | have
also loved you; abide in
My love. 10 If you keep
My commandments, you
will abide in My love;
just as | have kept My
Father’'s commandments
and abide in His love.
11 These things | have
spoken to you so that
My joy may be in you,
and that your joy may
be made full. 12 This is
My commandment, that
you love one another,
just as | have loved you.

loved me, so | have
loved you; abide in my
love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you
will abide in my love,
just as | have kept my
Father’'s commandments
and abide in his love. 11
| have said these things
to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your
joy may be complete. 12
“This is my command-
ment, that you love one
another as | have loved

even as the Father has
loved me. Remain in my
love. 10 When you obey
me, you remain in my
love, just as | obey my
Father and remain in his
love. 11 | have told you
this so that you will be
filled with my joy. Yes,
your joy will overflow! 12
| command you to love
each other in the same
way that | love you. 13
And here is how to mea-
sure it —the greatest love
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13 Greater love has no
one than this, that one
lay down his life for his
friends. 14 You are My
friends if you do what |
command you. 75No lon-
ger do | call you slaves,
for the slave does not
know what his master is
doing; but | have called
you friends, for all things
that | have heard from
My Father | have made
known to you. 16 You
did not choose Me but |
chose you, and appoint-
ed you that you would go
and bear fruit, and that
your fruit would remain,
so that whatever you ask
of the Father in My name
He may give to you. 17
This | command you, that
you love one another.
18 If the world hates
you, you know that it has
hated Me before it hated
you. 19 If you were of the
world, the world would
love its own; but because
you are not of the world,
but | chose you out of the
world, because of this
the world hates you. 20
Remember the word that
| said to you, "A slave
is not greater than his
master.’ If they perse-
cuted Me, they will also
persecute you; if they
kept My word, they will
keep yours also. 21 But
all these things they will
do to you for My name’s
sake, because they do
not know the One who
sent Me. 22 If | had not
come and spoken to
them, they would not
have sin, but now they
have no excuse for their
sin. 23 He who hates Me
hates My Father also. 24

you. 13 No one has
greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends. 74 You
are my friends if you do
what | command you. 15
| do not call you servants
any longer, because the
servant does not know
what the master is do-
ing; but | have called
you friends, because |
have made known to you
everything that | have
heard from my Father.
16 You did not choose
me but | chose you. And
| appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will
last, so that the Father
will give you whatever
you ask him in my name.
17 | am giving you these
commands so that you
may love one another.
18 “If the world hates
you, be aware that it
hated me before it hated
you. 19 If you belonged
to the world, the world
would love you as its
own. Because you do not
belong to the world, but
| have chosen you out
of the world—therefore
the world hates you. 20
Remember the word that
| said to you, “Servants
are not greater than their
master.” If they perse-
cuted me, they will per-
secute you; if they kept
my word, they will keep
yours also. 27 But they
will do all these things
to you on account of my
name, because they do
not know him who sent
me. 22 If | had not come
and spoken to them, they
would not have sin; but
now they have no excuse

is shown when people
lay down their lives for
their friends. 14 You are
my friends if you obey
me. 15 | no longer call
you servants, because
a master doesn’t confide
in his servants. Now you
are my friends, since |
have told you everything
the Father told me. 16
You didn’t choose me. |
chose you. | appointed
you to go and produce
fruit that will last, so that
the Father will give you
whatever you ask for,
using my name. 17 |
command you to love
each other.

18 “When the world
hates you, remember it
hated me before it hated
you. 19 The world would
love you if you belonged
to it, but you don’t. |
chose you to come out
of the world, and so it
hates you. 20 Do you re-
member what | told you?
‘A servant is not greater
than the master.” Since
they persecuted me,
naturally they will per-
secute you. And if they
had listened to me, they
would listen to you! 21
The people of the world
will hate you because
you belong to me, for
they don’t know God who
sent me. 22 They would
not be guilty if | had not
come and spoken to
them. But now they have
no excuse for their sin.
23 Anyone who hates
me hates my Father, too.
24 If | hadn’t done such
miraculous signs among
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Notes:

If I had not done among
them the works which no
one else did, they would
not have sin; but now
they have both seen and
hated Me and My Father
as well. 25 But they have
done this to fulfill the
word that is written in
their Law, "THEY HATED
ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.’

26 When the Helper
comes, whom | will send
to you from the Father,
that is the Spirit of truth
who proceeds from the
Father, He will testify
about Me, 27 and you
will testify also, because
you have been with Me
from the beginning. 16.1
These things | have spo-
ken to you so that you
may be kept from stum-
bling. 2 They will make
you outcasts from the
synagogue, but an hour
is coming for everyone
who kills you to think
that he is offering service
to God. 3 These things
they will do because they
have not known the Fa-
ther or Me. 4 But these
things | have spoken to
you, so that when their
hour comes, you may
remember that | told you
of them. These things
| did not say to you at
the beginning, because
| was with you.

This second section of our passage builds off the
foundation of the vine image in vv. 1-8. Two themes
are contained in it: 1) loving Jesus as a response to
his love, vv. 9-17; and 2) experiencing the hatred of
others just as Jesus experienced it, 15:18-16:4.

The connection of 15:9-16:4 to 15:1-8 is rather
obvious. Only in a nourishing, fruitful relationship
with Jesus can we find two essential demands of
discipleship: love and perseverance.

The image of God as vineyard keeper, Jesus as

for their sin. 23 Whoever
hates me hates my Fa-
ther also. 24 If | had not
done among them the
works that no one else
did, they would not have
sin. But now they have
seen and hated both
me and my Father. 25
It was to fulfill the word
that is written in their law,
“They hated me without
a cause.’

26 “When the Advo-
cate comes, whom | will
send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth
who comes from the
Father, he will testify on
my behalf. 27 You also
are to testify because
you have been with me
from the beginning. 16.1
‘I have said these things
to you to keep you from
stumbling. 2 They will
put you out of the syna-
gogues. Indeed, an hour
is coming when those
who kill you will think
that by doing so they are
offering worship to God.
3 And they will do this
because they have not
known the Father or me.
4 But | have said these
things to you so that
when their hour comes
you may remember that
| told you about them.

them that no one else
could do, they would not
be counted guilty. But
as it is, they saw all that
| did and yet hated both
of us — me and my Fa-
ther. 25 This has fulfilled
what the Scriptures said:
‘They hated me without
cause.’

26 “But | will send you
the Counselor — the Spir-
it of truth. He will come
to you from the Father
and will tell you all about
me. 27 And you must
also tell others about
me because you have
been with me from the
beginning. 716.1 “I have
told you these things so
that you won'’t fall away.
2 For you will be expelled
from the synagogues,
and the time is coming
when those who kill you
will think they are doing
God a service. 3 This
is because they have
never known the Father
or me. 4 Yes, I'm telling
you these things now,
so that when they hap-
pen, you will remember
| warned you. | didn'’t tell
you earlier because |
was going to be with you
for a while longer.

vine, disciples as branches is now restated in verse
9a as “As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you.”
The Father’s love flows to Jesus and then from Jesus
to his disciples. Thus remaining in that love is an
essential element of being nourished spiritually (v.
9): “abide in my love” (ueivate €v tij aydmn 0 €un).

The question arises as to how do we remain in
that love? Verses 10-17 provide two answers. First
we keep Jesus’ commandments. Second, at the
heart of obedience is to love one another.
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Who is the model for this? In this passage the
answer is Jesus himself. His has loved the Father.
Out of that love has come unquestioning obedience
to the Father’s commands. Thus Jesus remains in
the Father’s love. Additionally, Jesus’ love for his
disciples stands as an additional example. The
demonstration of this love, v. 13, is to be willing to
sacrifice one’s live for his friends.

Verses 14-15 inject a theme of friendship into
this discussion that may seem a little odd at first
glance. In the ancient world where class conscious-
ness was enormously important, the establishment
of formalized played a significant role in
determining one’s status and value in society. Thus
when Jesus declares here, “I do not call you servants
any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but | have called you friends, because
| have made known to you everything that | have heard
from my Father,” he makes a statement with deeper
meaning that we would recognize from our modern
American society. Out of our obedience to him
comes a profound relationship. Important to this is
the following declaration: “You did not choose me but
| chose you.” In that ancient world one would care-
fully plot and plan how to build friendship relations
with people at a higher status in order to enhance
one’s own status. This declaration of Jesus asserts
that one of a high status has reached down to pull
us up from the status of slave to that of friend. But
this has a purpose behind it: “And | appointed you to
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will
give you whatever you ask him in my name.” The “ap-
pointed you” expression in the Greek is €0nko vudc.
The significance here is that Jesus has placed us on
this higher level of Friend after choosing us. We have
not earned this status. The objective then becomes
to bear lasting fruit.

The consequence of this higher status is the
freedom to ask from the Father. Slaves did not have
asking privileges, but friends did. This statement, v.
16¢ “the Father will give you whatever you ask him in
my name,” is very similar to the earlier one in v. 7b,
“ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”
We are not talking about a blank check here. Our
requests grow out of our obedience to and friend-
ship with Jesus, and thus will be consistent with
that relationship. Ancient friends knew better than
to make wild, selfish requests to their friends.

The second half of this passage, 15:18-16:4,
turns to the theme of hatred. Persecution is antici-
pated for the followers of Jesus. Itis based on Jesus’
own experience of persecution (v. 20): “Remember

the word that | said to you, ‘Servants are not greater than
their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute
you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also.”
Persecution stems from “the world” (6 xk6opoc). For
John the term generally implies the immoral, non-
believing aspect of humanity, both Jew and non-Jew,
who have rejected the claims of Christ. The cause of
persecution is commitment to Christ that stems from
being called out of the world to live very differently
(v. 19b): “Because you do not belong to the world, but
| have chosen you out of the world—therefore the world
hates you.”

The reason for the world’s hostility is their igno-
rance of God, vv. 21-25. Here the Jewish leadership
is initially in view and Jesus offers a stinging rebuke
of those claiming to know all about God but being
so ignorant of Him that they could not recognize the
source of Jesus’ teachings. Both his words and his
actions should have plainly indicated their divine
source, but these “worldly” leaders could not rec-
ognize this. Thus they proved correct the principle
stated several times in the Psalms (e.g., 35:19;
69:4): “They hated me without a cause.”

Verses 26 through 16:4 reassure the disciples
that they won’t have to face this persecution alone.
The paraclete (6 ntapdxkintog) will undergird the dis-
ciples witness about Jesus and their relationship
to him. The Greek term underscores “one called
alongside to help and encourage.” Not much detail
about the role of the Holy Spirit is given here, be-
cause a much more detailed account has already
been provided in [14:15-30. The words in 15:26-27
assume this previous explanation.

16:1-4 continue the theme of persecution with a
reminder to not be surprised when it comes. Jesus
has anticipated its coming and thus has warned his
disciples in advanced. The picture of persecution is
rather severe. It involves being killed, being excom-
municated from the synagogue. The disciples are to
remember that these extreme actions are done in
the name of God as a supposed expression of obe-
dience to Him: “Indeed, an hour is coming when those
who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering
worship to God.” The early chapters of the book of
Acts graphically illustrate this. Indeed, the Pharisee
Paul before his Christian conversion is an example
of this in his persecution of Christians.

What should we make of this part of Jesus’
farewell speech? Several things come to mind.
First, legitimate relationship with God comes ONLY
through Jesus. Second, that connection with Jesus
is intended to supply genuine spiritual nourishment
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into our lives. Third, that connection with Jesus can
never be just a formal connection based solely on
the outward action of profession of faith and baptism.
The connection must be characterized by consistent
obedience to the words of Jesus. Eliminate obedi-
ence and there is no connection. Fourth, the thrust
of that obedience is fruitfulness. Not only is this to
be a witness about Jesus (15:27) but it will be a
deepening spiritual maturity that reflects a growing
relationship with him. Fifth, the nature of that con-
nection means a new status: friend of Jesus, not just
slave of Jesus. This allows a deeper fellowship and
exchange. The world around us may treat us with

L T

contempt and disdain. But we are Jesus’ friend, and
nothing is more precious than that! Sixth, the major
emphasis of obedience is loving one another. This
theme of loving one another that characterizes the
entire fourth gospel receives attention in Jesus final
words to his disciples. Seventh, we are going to face
opposition from others in that obedience to Jesus.
This should not be a surprise. Our Lord experienced
it and warned us that we will also experience it. But
we have the help of the Holy Spirit in facing it.

What a wonderful last word to us from our Lord!
It does give us the Strength to Stand!
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NASB

1 “I am the true vine,
and My Father is the
vinedresser. 2 “Every
branch in Me that does
not bear fruit, He takes
away; and every branch
that bears fruit, He prunes
it so that it may bear more
fruit. 3 “You are already
clean because of the
word which | have spo-
ken to you. 4 “Abide in
Me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit
of itself unless it abides
in the vine, so neither can
you unless you abide in
Me. 5§ “| am the vine, you
are the branches; he who
abides in Me and | in him,
he bears much fruit, for
apart from Me you can
do nothing. 6 “If anyone
does not abide in Me,
he is thrown away as a
branch and dries up; and
they gather them, and
cast them into the fire
and they are burned. 7 “If
you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you. 8
“My Father is glorified by
this, that you bear much
fruit, and so prove to be
My disciples.

9 “Just as the Father
has loved Me, | have
also loved you; abide in
My love. 10 “If you keep
My commandments, you
will abide in My love;

just as | have kept My

Father's commandments
and abide in His love. 11
“These things | have spo-
ken to you so that My joy
may be in you, and that
your joy may be made full.
12 “This is My command-

NRSV

1 “I am the true vine,
and my Father is the
vinegrower. 2 He re-
moves every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Ev-
ery branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. 3 You have
already been cleansed
by the word that | have
spoken to you. 4 Abide
in me as | abide in you.
Just as the branch can-

not bear fruit by itself

unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me.
5 | am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who
abide in me and | in them
bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do
nothing. 6 Whoever does
not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and
withers; such branches
are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. 7 If
you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask
for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for
you. 8 My Father is glori-
fied by this, that you bear
much fruit and become
my disciples.

9 As the Father has
loved me, so | have loved
you; abide in my love. 710
If you keep my command-
ments, you will abide in
my love, just as | have
kept my Father’s com-
mandments and abide in
his love. 11 | have said
these things to you so
that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be
complete. 12 “This is my
commandment, that you
love one another as |

NLT

1 “I am the true vine,
and my Father is the gar-
dener. 2 He cuts off every
branch that doesn’t pro-
duce fruit, and he prunes
the branches that do bear
fruit so they will produce
even more. 3 You have
already been pruned for
greater fruitfulness by the
message | have given
you. 4 Remain in me, and
| will remain in you. For a
branch cannot produce
fruit if it is severed from
the vine, and you cannot
be fruitful apart from me.
5“Yes, | am the vine; you
are the branches. Those
who remain in me, and
| in them, will produce
much fruit. For apart from
me you can do nothing. 6
Anyone who parts from
me is thrown away like
a useless branch and
withers. Such branches
are gathered into a pile
to be burned. 7 But if you
stay joined to me and my
words remain in you, you
may ask any request you
like, and it will be granted!
8 My true disciples pro-
duce much fruit. This
brings great glory to my
Father.

9 “I have loved you
even as the Father has
loved me. Remain in my
love. 10 When you obey
me, you remain in my
love, just as | obey my
Father and remain in his
love. 11 | have told you
this so that you will be
filled with my joy. Yes,
your joy will overflow! 12
| command you to love
each other in the same
way that | love you. 13
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ment, that you love one
another, just as | have
loved you. 13 “Greater
love has no one than
this, that one lay down
his life for his friends.

14 “You are My friends if

you do what | command
you. 15 “No longer do |
call you slaves, for the
slave does not know what
his master is doing; but |
have called you friends,
for all things that | have
heard from My Father |
have made known to you.
16 “You did not choose
Me but | chose you, and
appointed you that you
would go and bear fruit,
and that your fruit would
remain, so that whatever
you ask of the Father in
My name He may give to
you. 17 “This | command
you, that you love one
another.

18 “If the world hates
you, you know that it has
hated Me before it hated
you. 19 “If you were of the
world, the world would
love its own; but because
you are not of the world,
but | chose you out of the
world, because of this the
world hates you. 20 “Re-
member the word that |
said to you, "Aslave is not
greater than his master.’
If they persecuted Me,
they will also persecute
you; if they kept My word,
they will keep yours also.
21 “But all these things
they will do to you for My
name’s sake, because
they do not know the One
who sent Me. 22 “If | had
not come and spoken
to them, they would not
have sin, but now they

have loved you. 13 No
one has greater love than
this, to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends. 14 You
are my friends if you do
what | command you. 15
| do not call you servants
any longer, because the
servant does not know
what the master is do-
ing; but | have called you
friends, because | have
made known to you ev-
erything that | have heard
from my Father. 16 You
did not choose me but
| chose you. And | ap-
pointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will
last, so that the Father
will give you whatever
you ask him in my name.
17 | am giving you these
commands so that you
may love one another.
18 “If the world hates
you, be aware that it
hated me before it hated
you. 19 If you belonged
to the world, the world
would love you as its
own. Because you do not
belong to the world, but
| have chosen you out
of the world—therefore
the world hates you. 20
Remember the word that
| said to you, “Servants
are not greater than their
master.’ If they perse-
cuted me, they will per-
secute you; if they kept
my word, they will keep
yours also. 271 But they
will do all these things
to you on account of my
name, because they do
not know him who sent
me. 22 If | had not come
and spoken to them, they
would not have sin; but
now they have no excuse

And here is how to mea-
sure it —the greatest love
is shown when people
lay down their lives for
their friends. 14 You are
my friends if you obey
me. 15 | no longer call
you servants, because
a master doesn’t confide
in his servants. Now you
are my friends, since |
have told you everything
the Father told me. 16
You didn’'t choose me. |
chose you. | appointed
you to go and produce
fruit that will last, so that
the Father will give you
whatever you ask for,
using my name. 17 | com-
mand you to love each
other.

18 “When the world hates
you, remember it hated
me before it hated you.
19 The world would love
you if you belonged to it,
but you don’t. | chose you
to come out of the world,
and so it hates you. 20
Do you remember what |
told you? ‘A servantis not
greater than the master.’
Since they persecuted
me, naturally they will
persecute you. And if
they had listened to me,
they would listen to you!
21 The people of the
world will hate you be-
cause you belong to me,
for they don’t know God
who sent me. 22 They
would not be guilty if | had
not come and spoken to
them. But now they have
no excuse for their sin.
23 Anyone who hates
me hates my Father, too.
24 If | hadn’t done such
miraculous signs among
them that no one else
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00Oe1g GAAOG ETTOINGEY, G-
paptioy ovK eiyocav: viv
3¢ KOl EmPAKOOLY KO UEU-
LONKOOLY KO EUE KOL TOV
notépa ov. 15.25 AN Tva
TANPwOT} 6 Adyog O €v 1@
VOU® OVTAV YEYPAUUEVOG
011 'Euioncay pe dwpeady.

15.26 “Otov €107 o
TOPGKANTOG OV YD TEUYM
Vuiv mapa tod Tatpog,
10 mvedua Tfig aAnbeiag
0 mopa 100 TOTPOG £K-
TOPEVETAL, EKEIVOG LOP-
TUpNoEL TTEPL €uot 15.27
KOl DUELG O UaPTLPELTE,
61l O’ apyNc uet €uod
£ote. 16.1 Tovto AeAdinko;
VULV Tvo pmn okoveoAcOfte.
16.2 amocuvoy®yod moin-
o0VOLV VUGG GAN Epyetot
®po. va Thg O ATOKTELVOG
VUGG 86EN Aotpelav TPoc-
o€pelv 10 Be®. 16.3 kol
TOVTO TOLNGOVGLY OTL OVK
£YVOo0oV T0V TOTEPA O0V-
'd¢ €ué. 16.4 aAAG TODTO!
AeAdANKO VWiV 1vo 6tov
€001 1 ®pa 0VTOV Uvn-
ULOVEVNTE OVTOV OTL EYW®
elmov VUIV.

have no excuse for their
sin. 23 “He who hates Me
hates My Father also. 24
“If I had not done among
them the works which
no one else did, they
would not have sin; but
now they have both seen
and hated Me and My
Father as well. 25 “But
they have done this to
fulfill the word that is writ-
ten in their Law, "THEY

HATED ME WITHOUT A

CAUSE"

26 “When the Helper
comes, whom | will send
to you from the Father,
that is the Spirit of truth
who proceeds from the
Father, He will testify
about Me, 27 and you
will testify also, because
you have been with Me
from the beginning. 716.7
“These things | have spo-
ken to you so that you
may be kept from stum-
bling. 2 “They will make
you outcasts from the
synagogue, but an hour
is coming for everyone
who kills you to think that
he is offering service to
God. 3 “These things
they will do because they
have not known the Fa-
ther or Me. 4 “But these
things | have spoken to
you, so that when their
hour comes, you may
remember that | told you
of them. These things |
did not say to you at the
beginning, because | was
with you.

for their sin. 23 Whoever
hates me hates my Fa-
ther also. 24 If | had not
done among them the
works that no one else
did, they would not have
sin. But now they have
seen and hated both
me and my Father. 25
It was to fulfill the word
that is written in their law,
‘They hated me without a
cause.’

26 “When the Advocate
comes, whom | will send
to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who
comes from the Father,
he will testify on my be-
half. 27 You also are to
testify because you have
been with me from the
beginning. 16.1 “I have
said these things to you
to keep you from stum-
bling. 2 They will put you
out of the synagogues.
Indeed, an hour is com-
ing when those who Kkill
you will think that by do-
ing so they are offering
worship to God. 3 And
they will do this because
they have not known
the Father or me. 4 But
| have said these things
to you so that when their
hour comes you may
remember that | told you
about them.

could do, they would not
be counted guilty. But as
it is, they saw all that |
did and yet hated both
of us — me and my Fa-
ther. 25 This has fulfilled
what the Scriptures said:
‘They hated me without
cause.’

26 “But | will send you
the Counselor — the Spirit
of truth. He will come to
you from the Father and
will tell you all about me.
27 And you must also tell
others about me because
you have been with me
from the beginning. 16.1
‘I have told you these
things so that you won'’t
fall away. 2 For you will
be expelled from the syn-
agogues, and the time is
coming when those who
kill you will think they
are doing God a service.
3 This is because they
have never known the
Father or me. 4 Yes, I'm
telling you these things
now, so that when they
happen, you will remem-
ber | warned you. | didn’t
tell you earlier because |
was going to be with you
for a while longer.
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Greek-NFBiagram

1 5! 'Eyo eiut QEEEfEEEEDM oAnOivn,

Kot
D O mATNP UOL O YewpYOS €0TLlV.
Lo62 €v g€uoi
un o¢€pov xopmoOV
3 nav KAfjuo . ..ofdpetr ovTod,
Kot

nav 1O KOpPTOV GEPOV
4 kafaipetr avTO

ivo Kaprov mAeiovo ¢€pm.
15.3 A
non
5 vueic xabapol fote

310 TOV AdYyOoV
Ov AeAdAnka vuiv:

6 4 pueivote Command
€v €uot,
7 Kay®» (uEVAHO®) Promise
v vuiv.

koOwg TO KANUO oV dVvaTol KOPTOV GEPELV
ad = €avtod
€av un Hevm
€v T ounéio,

oV TOG
8 ovde vueil (0L Juvate KOpTOV GEPELV)
€v guoi
€0V un ...ugevnre.

O 155 gyo eipt () Gurnerog

10 vueic (€ote) TO KANUOTO.

|é UEVDV Ev €uoi
KAyw €y ovTd
11 oVTOg PE€pEL KOpPTOV TOAVV,
xopi €uod
AT1...00 dVvacHe moieiv OVBEV.

i €av un [tig pévn

€v €uot,

12 €BANON €&w
Og TO KANUO

Kot

13 eEnpavon
Kot

14 GLVAYOLS 1LV OVTO
Kot

€1g TO TP
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15 BaAAlovo v
Kot
16 KoleTal.
Los €0V ueivnre
€v guoi
Kot
€v vuiv
TGO PNUOTO UOV. ..UELVT,
O €av 0éAinte
17 ol1tnoocOe,
Kot
18 yevnoeTal VUivV.
L €V ToUT®
19 €80&0cOn O moatnp pov,
1vo KapmoOv TOALV G€pnTe
Kol
vévnobe €uoil pabnrat.
159 KaBhg MYOTNGEV _ue O ToTNP,
DO KAay®m vudg Myamnoo
D 1 LELVOTE
<§Y:E§:gyann ™ e >
.10 €0V TAG €VTOAGg Wov| tTnpmonte,
22 ueveite
kabwg €Y 0C €VTOAQGC TOD maTpOg MOV TETNPNKO
Kol
HEVOD 0VTOD égziﬁ:§i§iﬁz::::::>
23 B-U Todto Aeldinka Ouiv
iva | yopa M gun €v vuiv 7
Kot
N xapa VUMV TANPWOTR.
24 1512 g)tn €otiv N €VTOAN M EUN,
ivo dyomdte GAANAOLG
25 BB yeifova tovTNg GYOnmMv ovdelg €xet,
iva Tig TNV youymv avtod Of
26

1514 Hueig w €0TE
€0V TolnTE

0 €y®m €vtéllopot LUiv.
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27 B ovkéTl A€ym VUGG
dovAovg ,
6T1 O SobAhog ok 01dev
TL molel oVTOD O KVUPLOG*

d¢
28 'u~i gipnka
6Tl mavto 0 MKOvoo Tapd TOV TOTPOG HOV
£yvoproo LUIV.

29 1516 o0y vueig pe €&erefoocbde,
GAA
eyon €&ele&dunv LUAC
Kot
31 £€0mxo VUG
ivo vueig vmaynte
Kol
KapTOV dEPMTE
Kol
O KaPTOG VUMV UEVT,
ivo & T1 Gv altnonte TOV TOTEPO
€v T OVOouotTi pov
3@ vuiv.

30

32 1517 todto €vteEAlouot vuiv,
ivo ayomdte AAANAOLG .

IS Ei uéc ptoed,
33 Y LVOGKET
0Tl €ue mpO®TOV VUDV UEULONKEV.
15.19 ei €x tod xdopov MtE,
34 ov TO 1010V €dpilAetr-

{1l €K TOU KOOUOL OVK €£0TE,

GAA
Yo €&eie&duny vudc €x Tod KOGUOV,

d10 TOVTO
35 proeil VUAG

36 1520 pyvnuovevete TOL AdYOUL
oV €yd £imov Vuiv,

0vk €otiv 8oVAog peilov ToL KLuplov CVTOD.

el gue €diogov,
Kol
37 VUbg dtw&ovoiy:
€1 TOV AOYOV LOUL €TNpnoav,
Kol

38 TOV VUETEPOV TNPNOOLGLV.
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39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

Ly aAAG
ToDTO TAVTO TO1NOOVO LV
€1¢ LUAC
d1a tO Ovoud powv,
0Tl OVK O1dac1lv TOV MEUYOVTE LUE.

15.22 @“ﬁ ﬁ)\,eOV

Kol
g€AdAnco ovToic,
ouopTLOV)OVK £iyodav:

- O€

£Yovg v
ngp i C auoptiog avTMV.

TPpOdhoG LY OV

[4)

15236 égue pniod®v
Kol
oV TgfEPO HOVL U LoET.
Loz €1 Jta £pya umn €mroimoco
//// €v avToig
0 ovdeilg GAAOg €moinocev,
Jonaptiov)ovk eiyoocav -
o€
vov
Kot
€0PAKAC LV
Kot
UELLONKOG LY KOl €ue

Kol €Ov maT€pa Lov
15.25 d)\)\’ 4

ivo TAnpwdf 6 Adyog
O &v T VOU® aLTOV YEYPOUUEVOGS
6t1 'Eutoncdv pe dwpedv.

Ldazas “‘Otov €r0n O mopdaxAnTog
OV €yn TEPY® VUiV Topo TOD TATPOC,
TO mvedua ThHg aAnbeioag
O mapa TOV MOTPOG EKTOPEVETOL,
€Ke1vVOog WOPTLPNOEL
nepl €uod:
15.27 Sé
Kot
vueig paptuvpeite,
OtlL an = apyfNg UeT  €pod €ote.
16.1 Todta AeAdAnko VUiV
iva un okavdaiicHfite.
16.2 drocuvaydyovg TO1NGOLG LV VUG *
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51

52

53

16.3

16.4

GAA
EpyetTal dpo
ivo mdg O damokteivag VUdg SO&N
AraTpeilov TpoohEpELY TM Oe@.

Kot
TOoDTO 7O 1LNCOVC LV
0Tl OVK £€YVOoaVv TOV TOTEPO OVAIE EUE.

OAAO
TobTa AeAdAnko VUiV
Otav €r0n M dpo aLTOV
iva. . .uvnuoveinte ovTAOV
6Tl &yom einov Vuiv.
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Semantic Diagram

1, ====o=—=—o=—soo=o=—o=
a)-=--|
R e e e
1. —-|
| 1. -——————F-ogy— ==
| b)-===|
| 11, ————mFSp T -
-1
ey =
| |
| [ === === ==
2. ==b) |-~
[1i.4-—————==g > ——————— 3
|
)ty "
f, ==
a) ===~
|, =Sy -
|
1. PR = e — —— —— — i T
| | |
| | | fal) —— —S RN~
lc) —ii.l(a)=-==~|
| | phdhgiza— TR
| | |
| 1dsdwD) | ——————ogmr—— 3§
| |
2%, | (1) ———2sagd-———=
| { o~ |
| §2) ——— g+t e
|
| 1. Sgg=-———————=3-—-———-
la) ==--|
| R —— S 5 - —F - ——F-
3o ====|
b) - —-
a) ————— WS wa
1. |-—-|
(B === === ——— e ————————
|
la) —————— RN W
| |
20 B)=ll======="""""%F %
| |
[e) —— s

(I am saying)

1 Pres === Ind
Kol

2 Pres === Ind

3 Pres Act Ind
Kol

4 Pres Act Ind

5 Pres Act Ind

6 1 Aor Act Imp
KOY®

7 (Fut Act Ind

8 Pres Dep Ind
-—— (I am saying)

9 Pres == Ind

10 (Pres --—- Ind

11 Pres Act Ind

12 1 Aor Pass Ind
Kol

13 1 Aor Pass Ind
Kol

14 Pres Act Ind
Kol

15 Pres Act Ind
Kol

16 Pres Pass Ind

17 Fut Mid Ind
Kol

18 Fut Pass Ind

19 1 Aor Pass Ind
-—— (love)

20 1 Aor Act Ind

21 1 Aor Act Imp

22 Pres Act Ind
-——— (TovTa)

23 Perf Act Ind

24 Pres === Ind

25 Pres Act Ind

"Eyon (vine)

O maTnp
KATLO
(00TOG)
VUEG
(Vpeig)
£Yyw)
VUEG
€yn (vine)
VUEG
ovTOog
(00TO)
(00TO)
(ovTO1)
(ovTO1)
(00TO)
VUEG
(00TO)
O maTnp
Y0
VUETG
(vpeic)
£y
ot

ovde 1g
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II.

26 Pres ===

27 Pres Act
d¢

28 Perf Act

29 1 Aor Dep
AN’

30 1 Aor Dep

Kol

31 1 Aor Act

32 Pres Dep
-—-— (world)

33 Pres Act

34 Impf Act
de

35 Pres Act

36 Pres Act
-—— (they)

37 Fut Act

38 Fut Act
aAAG

39 Fut Act

40 Impf Act
de

41 Pres Act

42 Pres Act

43 Impf Act
de

44 Perf Act
Kol

45  Perf Act
AN’

47 Fut Act
d¢

48 Pres Act

(hate)

Ind 2
Ind 1
Ind 1
ITnc= =2
THige=—- i
Ind 1
Ind 1
Ind 2
Ind(P)3
Ind 3
Imp 2
Ind #as
Indh>f, S
Ind 3
ARG =
LRG3
TGl o !
IRLE Y . 3
Ind 3
Ind 3
Ind 3
Ind 2

EYD
EYD
EYD
(Vpeig)
KOGLOG
KOGLOG
(Vueig)
(avTOl)
(avTOl)
(avTOol)
(avTOol)
(avTOl)
O LiohV
(avTOol)
(avTOl)

(avTOl)

€xeivog

vueig
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| | mmmmmmmmemmmem=== 49 Perf Act Ind 1 S é&yo

b) |- | S==
| | eeecossscmsmsos 50 Fut Act Ind 3 P (ovtol)
| | | OAA
) e e R 51 Pres Dep Ind 3 S d&poa
| | Kol
| R == 52. Fut Act Ind 3 P (ovtol)
| OAA

| - o =S 53 Perf Act Ind 1 S g€yo

Summary of Rhetorical Structure

Clearly chapter fifteen revolves around two sets of themes. In verses 1-8, Jesus is the vine and his
disciples as the new Israel are the branches (statements 1-19). Then in verses 9-16.4 the themes of love
and hate prevail. First comes the inside emphasis on loving Christ and expressing it through obedience
(vv. 9-17; #s 20-32). Then follows the outside emphasis on the world hating the disciples (vv. 18-16:4; #s
33-53).

The first segment of vv. 1-8 revolve around two foundational affirmations: Verse one “I am the true vine
and my Father is the vineyard farmer” (#s 1-2) and then verse five “l am the vine and you are the branches” (#s
9-10). Off of these two sets of core ideas comes several assertions, admonitions, and warnings.

VV. 1-4. The Heavenly vineyard Farmer removes every branch not bearing fruit (# 3) and every fruitful
branch He prunes for greater fruitfulness (# 4). Because of Jesus’ words the disciples are declared to be
healthy / cleansed branches (# 5). They are then admonished to remain in the branch, Jesus, (# 6) with
the promise of him remaining in them (# 7). A concluding declaration is then made (# 8) that the branches
are utterly dependent on the vine for fruitfulness.

VV. 5-8. Logically extending the idea in # 7, the declaration of Jesus and the vine and the disciples
as branches is put on the table (#s 8-9). Off this core declaration comes then assertions and warnings.
In the connection of the disciples to Jesus comes great fruitfulness (# 11). The opposite of not remaining
in Jesus brings the warning of being eliminated (#s 12-16). Returning to the positive angle, remaining in
Jesus and in his words brings the promise of answered prayer (#s 17-18). Such will bring glory to God in
the abundant fruitfulness of the disciples (# 19).

The second segment of 15:9-16:4 moves a different direction. Two key themes surface: 1) love for
Jesus and his love for disciples (vv. 9-17) and 2) expect to receive the hatred of the world as a faithful
disciple (vv. 18-16:4).

VV. 9-17, abiding in Jesus’ love. The core declarations (#s 20-21) set up the foundation for what follows.
Jesus has remained in the Father’s love as an expression of love to his disciples (# 20). Thus divine love
flows from the Father through Jesus to the disciples. Consequently they are admonished to remain in that
love (# 21). Continuing in this divine love is linked to obeying the commandments (# 22). Jesus has set
the example for the disciples in this. Jesus then moves to the first of four climatic declarations (#s 23, 32,
49, 53) asserting the objective of his words, which is to bring his joy into the disciples in a full expression
(# 23).

From this desire to bring joy comes his command: that you should love one another (# 24). Thus the
stream of divine love begins with the Father, flows into Jesus, from him to the disciples, and now from the
disciples to others. This love is defined as a friendship willing to die for another (# 25). Friendship with
Jesus means a willingness to do what he commands (# 26). Friendship means a new status above that
of slave (# 27). The disciples are called friends of Jesus because of having received the words of Jesus
from the Father (# 28). Jesus has chosen the disciples to be his friends, rather than the other way around
(#s 29-30). They have been “set” as friends in order to bear an enduring fruit and to be able to make
requests to the Father (# 31). This leads to the second climatic declaration of his command to love one
another (#32).

Now the theme shifts from love to hate in verse 18. The disciples can expect to receive hatred from the
world since it hated Jesus (# 33). The world will be friends only to those who conform to its demands (#
34). Consequently disciples will receive hate because they don’t below to the world (# 35). And because

Page 22 of John 15 Bible Study



it persecuted Jesus as he had already warned them (#s 36-39).

Their hatred based actions against Jesus and the disciples will not go unpunished (# 40). Their hatred
of Jesus means hatred of God also (# 41). Their guilt has been compounded by Jesus coming, speaking
and doing the works of God before them (#s 40-43). This was pointing to the fulfillment of the Word of
God (# 44).

The task of the disciples is to open themselves to the coming of the Paraclete (# 46) who will witness
to the genuineness of the disciples (# 47) and their witness of Jesus (# 48). The third climatic declaration
(# 49) affirms these words’ intention to help the disciples avoid being embarrassed.

The disciples will face expulsion from the synagogue (# 50) and martyrdom (# 51). Their persecutors
will do this not knowing either God or Jesus (# 52). The fourth climatic declaration (# 53) asserts the inten-
tion of these words to prepare the disciples for what lay ahead.
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