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Jesus the religious authorities themselves refuse to take responsibility for their
actions. With our American culture so inclined to “pass the buck’ we need to
hear this story in the ministry of Jesus about personal responsibility.
I. Context
Because of having done previous studies in the Gospel of John, we will utilize that research and at-
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loam,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, iPreach)
provides this description:
A pool in Jerusale entioned in connection
with the healing by Jesus of a man born blind
(John 9:7). The author of the Fourth Gospel inter-
prets Siloam symbolically as “(the One who was)
sent.” The spellings ZetAwap, 21 wa, are found in
the LXX, the latter being a mere transcription of
SHILOAH, which is the proper name of an aque-
duct, meaning “the sender” of water (Isa. 8:6). It
is rendered in the Latin versions by Siloé and in
Arabic by Selwan, which is the name of the vil-
lage opposite the SE hill of ancient Jerusalem. The
complex relations between the aqueduct and the
pool are considered here in their historical devel-
opment and from the point of view of toponymy.
For a detailed analysis of archaeological remains,
see WATER WORKS. Fi
1. Early aqueducts.

pool belong to a syste
in communication wi

th the aqueduct and the
of canals and reservoirs
he spring of GIHON, a

archy, at the latest before the reign of Ahaz, the
water was collected at the outlet of the spring in
a reservoir originally dug out of the rock. This
reservoir, scanty remains of which have been dis-
covered beneath the modern steps leading to the
spring, most likely represents the “Upper Pool” 11
Kings 18:17; Isa. 7:3; 36:2), possibly also the “Old
Pool” (Isa. 22:11), and the “artificial pool” (Neh.
3:16; KJV “pool that was made”). Some scholars,
however, distinguish the Upper Pool from the Old
Pool, and tentatively locate the latter, or both, in

the Tyropoeon.
The pool served as a reseryoir for the water passing
through Hezekiah’s tunnel southward to the pool. It
was a major source of water for those inside the city
of Jerusalem, especially in times of military siege
when access outside the city walls was virtually im-
possible. Here the blind man washed the mud from
his eyes and had his sight restored. Jesus first came
across him somewhere elsewhere in Jerusalem as
verse one indicates. That spot had accessible dirt
so that Jesus made th ud pack that he put on
the man’s eyes. The other spatial location is the
undefined place where the Pharisees were (cf. 13,
24). Although not clearly specified, the likelihood is
that they were conducting their interrogations of the
man and his parents from the Court of the Gentiles
located in the outer parameters of the temple.

The central time marker that is critical to the story
is that the healing etc. took place on a sabbath day
(cf. v. 14). Thus the criticism leveled against Jesus
for healing this man was this such activity constituted
a violation of the Sabbath Law regulations that had
accumulated over the centuries of scribal interpretive
expansion of the Decalogue commandment about
the Sabbath in

Exodus 20:8-11]. 8 Remember the sabbath day, and
keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your
work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your
God; you shall not do any|work—you, your son or your
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the
alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed
the sabbath day and consecrated it.

And Deuteronomy 5:12-15. 12 Observe the
sabbath day and keep it haly, las the Lord your God com-
manded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your
work. 14 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your
God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your
daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or your
donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in
your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest
as well as you. 15 Remember that you were a slave in
the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out
from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm;
therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the
sabbath day.
In Judaism “sabbath” meant from sundown Friday
evening until sundown Saturday evening. So most
likely these events occurred on a Saturday during
the day.

Thus the internal history revolves around en-
counters of Jesus with a blind man, the Pharisees

U
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would be born blind?”
3 Jesus answered, ‘It
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The structure of the chapter is clear. After the sign in vv 1-7 the controvers
is described, at the center of which stands the blind man. He is subjected to
vv 8-12 Questioning by his neighbors.
vv 13-17 Interrogation by the Pharisees.
vv 18-23 Interrogation of the man’s parents by the Pharisees.
vv 24-34 Further interrogation of the man by the Pharisees.
vv 35-38 Jesus seeks him and leads him to full confession of faith.
vv 3941 Aftermath of the sign: Jesus declares the purpose of his comi
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Notes:

Ancient miracle narrati

three emphases: 1) the c

need for miraculous actio
miraculous action itself; a
th
th

miraculous action. This
the individual who was
and often also stressed

the bystanders who witnessed the miracle. It is this
warrants these verses be-

segment in vv. 8-12 that
ing included in the miracl

provide a transition into the sabbath controversy that

when no one can work.

5 “While | am in
the world, | am the
Light of the world.”

6 When He had said
this, He spat on the
ground, and made clay
of the spittle, and applied
the clay to his eyes,
7 and said to him,
“Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he
went away and washed,
and came back seeing.
8 Therefore the
neighbors, and those
who previously saw him
asabeggar, weresaying,
“Is not this the one who
used to sit and beg?”
9 Others were saying,
“This is he,” still others
were saying, “No, but
he is like him.” He kept
saying, ‘I am the one.”
10 So they were saying
to him, “How then were

your eyes opened?”
11 He answered, “The
man who is called

Jesus made clay, and
anointed my eyes,
and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash’; so |
went away and washed,
and | received sight.”
12 They said to him,
“Where is He?” He
said, “I do not know.”

es commonly contained
rcumstance creating the
n; 2) a depiction of the
nd 3) the impact of the
rd segment focused on
e target of the miracle,
he miracle’s impact on

itself. To be sure, they

5 As long as | am in
the world, | am the
light of the world.”
6 When he had said this,
he spat on the ground
and made mud with the
saliva and spread the
mud on the man’s eyes,
7 saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went
and washed and came
back able to see.
8 The neighbors and
those who had seen
him before as a beggar
began to ask, “Is this
not the man who
used to sit and beg?”
9Somewere saying, “Itis
he.” Others were saying,
“No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept
saying, “l am the man.”
10 But they kept asking
him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?’
11 He answered, “The
man called Jesus made
mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.”’
Then | went and washed
and received my sight.”
12 They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.”

for healing by the blind beg
in the synoptic narrative
gar doesn’t say anything t

disciples raised the typical
Page

develops in vv. 13-41, but they are not a part of the
controversy narrative itself.

1) Occasion for the miracle, vv. 1-5. The cir-
cumstance prompting the miracle was not a request

. In the narrative the beg-

money. Rather, the narrative simply indicates as
Jesus and his disciples walked past the man the

The night is coming, and
then no one can work.
5 But while | am here
in the world, | am the
light of the world.”
6 Then he spit on the
ground, made mud
with the saliva, and
spread the mud over
the blind man’s eyes.
7 He told him, “Go
wash yourself in the
pool of Siloam” (Siloam
means “sent”’). So the
man went and washed
and came back seeing!
8 His neighbors and
others who knew him
as a blind beggar
asked each other,
“Isn’t this the man who
used to sit and beg?”
9 Some said he was,
and others said, “No, he
just looks like him!” But
the beggar kept saying,
“Yes, lamthe sameone!”

10 They asked,
‘“Who healed you?
What happened?”

11 He told them, “The
man they call Jesus
made mud and spread
it over my eyes and

told me, ‘Go to the
pool of Siloam and
wash  yourself.”  So

| went and washed,
and now | can see!”
12 “Where is he now?”
they asked. “lI dont
know,” he replied.

gar, like often is the case

0 Jesus, even to beg for

ancient Jewish theologi-
6 of John 9:1-41 Bible Study



Colonades where rabhis
taught their disciples

Court of the Gentiles,
where the traders had their
stalls. Any non-Jews
attempting to be heyong

the barrier, to the inher
courts, did so at risk of their
Iwes.

cal question about the cause of the man’s blindpess.
Often the assumption was made that all sinful actiqn

room was »eparated from
the private innBRtoom
(God s sanctuary) by a thick
curtain.

One “steeped” in the Law of God could accurately
diagnose the sin by “insightfully analyzing the nature
of the punishment.” Certain sins led to specific pun-
ishments. Thus as one reverses this line of thinking
you could figure out what sin the individual had com-
mitted that brought on the physical punishment.

The disciples pose the question in broad-
er categories, giving Jesus some “wig-
gle” room in his answer: “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
(pappi, ti¢ fuaptev, obtog # ol yoveic adtol, fva
TuPAOG Yevvnoii;). Perhaps, once this basic question
was answered, they intended to press the issue to
specific sins by whomever Jesus indicated was at
fault.

Jesus’ answer, however, was shocking. He re-
fused to pin guilt on either the man or his parents (vv.
3-5): “Neither this man nar his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.
We must work the works of him who sent me while
it is day; night is coming when no one can work.
As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world”
(oUte oUTOG fjuaptev olte oi yoveic adtod, dAN va
Qavepwd ta Epya toD B0 €V avTR. 4 NudG el Epya-
Cecbat tax €pya to0 mEUPavVTOG e Ewg Nuépa €oTiv
gpxetar vu€ Gte 00delg dUvarat épydlecbat. 5 Gtav €v
6 KSoUW G, &G el Tol kdopov.). The man’s blind-
ness presented the opportunity for something more
important than assessing blame: the manifestation
of God’s miraculous power in the man’s healing.
Jesus, as the Light of the world revealing God to

results in observable physical punishment by God.™\

people, would heal the
man as a sign of God’s
presence in his ministry,
and his claim to be Light.
The opportunity to confirm
his claim as the Light of the

orld presented itself to
~ Jesus and he was going to
ake advantage of it while
he had the chance.

One must give some
attention to the backdrop to
his~angwer that John has
narrated. Tm8:12-59, while
eaching in the “treasury
of the temple™ (ev T yo—
Copuhakicy 810KV €V TC
1ep@; cf. 8:20; see diagram
on the left for approximate
location), Jesus had declared, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
butwill have the light of life” (8:12). A series of con-
frontatiQns follows, first with the Pharisees (8:13-30).
Then Jestg engages a broader crowd of Jews in a
reaffirmation ®f his claim to be the Light and its im-
plications (vv. 31-538). The tension reaches a feverish
pitch so that they arexeady to kill him on the spot,
but “Jesus hid himself and wert out of the temple*“ (v. 59).
As Jesus and the disciples| arsperhaps leaving the
temple, they spot the beggar at ohe of the entrance
gates where beggars often gathered to request alms
from those entering the temple to worship. But this
intense confrontation with the Pharisees and other
Jewish leaders over his claim to be the Light looms
heavy in the background here.

A huge caution needs to be exercised in in-
terpreting the implications of Jesus’ answer to the
disciples’ question. When Jesus says that neither
the man’s nor his parents’ sin caused the blindness,
these words cannot be legitimately taken as a time-
less principle in which Jesus totally disconnects this
world punishments from human sinfulness. To the
contrary, Jesus was declaring that, in this man’s

3yalopuAdkiov can mean a receptacle in which ‘treasure
can be placed, i.e., a collecting box (as in Mark 12:41), or
a place where treasure is kept. Jos. speaks of several rooms
in the temple where valuables were kept, but it is likely that
the hall in which the thirteen trumpet shaped collection boxes
stood was so named; it was eyidently in the court of the wom-
en, since they had access to it, and is here mentioned to iden-
tify the scene for the utterance of v 12 (G.R. Beasley-Murray,
Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 36, 2nd edition, Logos Sys-

Antonia Fortress

”

tems).
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was irrelevant. That wa
the very detailed system
developed to diagnose
called into question. Bu
God does on occasion p
not challenged here.

2) Depiction ¢
itself,\ K1lvv. 6-7a: "W
on the ground and n

spread the mud on the ma
wash in the pool of Siloam’
EIMWV ENTUCEV Xaual K
TTUOHATOG KAl EMEXPLOEV
d@OaAUoUG Kai einev adT(
PriBpav tod Zidwdy (6 &
The method of effecting
rather curious. Awide var
be seen in a study of the
the gospels. Some invol
individual; others do not.
utter “magical, secretive
in order to effect healing,
as was often the case in
the surrounding literature
for miracle workers.

mud from soil that he had
spitinto and then pasted
it on the eyes of the blind
man. Then he told him to
go wash off the mud in
the pool of Siloam quite a
ways distant from where
they were at the time. In

7:33, Jesus’ spit was the
agent for restoring hear-
ing to a deaf man. But in

in the ancient world.* F

“Saliva was regarded as
der certain circumstances (cf.
firstborn of a father heals [di
of the firstborn of the mother

be forbidden by later rabbis

individual situation, traollsn sin from his blindness

Jesus made some |

Mark 8:23, Jesus used =
his spit to heal another
blind man, and in Mark

with dirt. Saliva was ofte

connection of saliva with magical practices caused its use to

12:10, Str-B 2:15). The making of “clay” from the earth was
frequently compared by early Church Fathers with the cre-
ation of man from the earth in
to comment, “That which the

n't the point. To be sure,
1 of analysis that had been
specific sins is very well
t the general principle that
hysically punish our sins is

f the miraculous action
hen he had said this, he spat
nade mud with the saliva and
n’s eyes, saying to him, “Go,
’ (which means Sent)” (ta0ta
al €moinoev mNAOV €k TOD
a0To0 TOV TNAOV €Ml TOL]
D Urtarye vigart €1G TNV KOAL-
UnVeveTal ATEGTAAUEVOQ)).
healing in this instance is
iety of healing methods can
various niracles of Jesugin
e physical contact with the
At no time does Jesus ever
" words over the individual

tested the faith of the bli
to heal.

3) Impact of the mir
“Then he went and washe
The neighbors and those

a beggar began to ask, ‘|
to sit and beg?’ Some w
were saying, ‘No, but it is
saying, ‘1 am the man.’ Bu
how were your eyes op
man called Jesus made

and said to me, ‘Go to Sil
and washed and received
‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I

kol évipato kai NABev P
ol BewpodvTeg avTOV TO
E\eyov- oUy 00T4G €0T1V §
dAot #Aeyov 8t1 00TdG
GAAG GHOLOG XVTR €GTLV.
E\eyov obv adT® m&G

vog 'Incodg mnAov €moin
6@Baluolg Kai inév po

R e

O0@BaAuol; anekpibn €xkeivog 0 avOpwmog O Aeydpe-

. exactly as Jesus had said;

=lieve that he has been

- | 'this healer Jesus can be
" §found, but the man has no

nd beggar in Jesus’ power

aculous action, vv. 7b-12:
d and came back able to see.
who had seen him before as
s this not the man who used

my sight.” They said to him,
do not know.™ (&mAAOEV 0DV
Aénwv. Oi obv yeitoveg kal
npdtepov 8Tt mpooaitng fv
KaOMUEVOC Kol TPOsALTGV;
gotv, dAAot €éAeyov: olxl,
EKETVOG ENeyev OTL EYW el
[o0V] AvedxBnodv cov ol

OEV Kal EMEXPLOEV HOV TOVG
1 0Tt Unaye €ig Tov Zlway
Kol vigar dmeAdov o0V
Kal vipauevog avéPAeda.
Kol gimav adTG: mod 0Ty
£ivog; Aéyer o0k oida.).
he impact is twofold: 1)

the man follows Jesus
=instructions and is healed

and 2) his neighbors and
acquaintances can’t be-

healed. It takes him a while
to convince them that he
“has really been healed.
hey want to know where

neither was the spit mixed
n used in medical practice
ollowing these instructions
having healing properties—un-
B./Bat. 126b: “The saliva of the
seases of the eye], but the saliva
does not heal”). But the frequent

(so explicitly Akiba, Tos Sanh.

Gen 2:7; this prompted [renaeus
artificer—the Word—had omit-

years. Nothing could ha

understand their difficulty.
who lived in dirt poor poverty begging for a living. All
of a sudden his blindness lis gone after at least 30

What does this have
eral insights can be glea
can easily make the mistake of the disciples in let-

idea. One can somewhat
ere was a blind neighbor

ve prepared them for this.
to do with us today? Sev-
ned from this episode. We

ted to form in the womb he s
of God might be manifested
Beasley-Murray, Word Biblic

upplied in public, that the works
in him” (4dv. Haer. 15.2). (G.R.
al Commentary, vol. 36, 2nd edi-

tion, Logos Systems)

Page 8 of John 9:1-41 Bible Study


http://cranfordville.com/Miracles.htm

ting popular theology of
questions. And in so doir
scripture text. Nothing is
discussion of the mirac
150 years. Most of the d
whether or not Jesus act
er these are fairy tale kin
The debate has been fra
nition of “miracle” comin
God stands outside His ¢
it by setting aside tempo
order to do something “s
ing has no connection to
or the first century. Goc
creation; He is actively v
constantly in myriads of
us humans. On occasion
that catch our attention.
always tell us something
and this or that particular

OOOOOOOBOBOHIOOOOOOOOOGOOOOOOOBOOOOON
b. Subsequent Sabbath controversy, vv. 13
Greek NT NASB

13 "Ayouotv  a0TOV
mpog Toug dapioaiovg
OV = TOTE  TUPAIV,
14 Av 8¢ cdPPatov v 1
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0 ’'Inoolc kal avéwiev
avTol TOUG OPOAAUOUC,
15 méAtv obv ApdTwy,
avTOV Kal ol dapioaiot
TG AvEPAePeV. 6 S¢ eimev
a0TOI¢ TNAOV EMEONKEVY
pou €mt Tovg 0@BaApovg
Kal évipapny kal PAénw.,
16 #\eyov o0V &K T®V
daploaiwv  TIVEG  OUK
gottv o0TO¢ mapd 0eod
0 dvbpwmog, Ott T
o&PBBatov ob Tnpel. GANoOL
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0oL TOUG OPBaApOUG; O
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our day frame our spiritual
g, we miss the point of the
so typical as the historical

ebate has centered around
1d of stories in the gospels.

g out of the Enlightenment.
creation and “intervenes” in
rarily the forces of nature in

the thought world of Jesus
1 is always present in His
vorking inside that creation

He chooses to work in ways
bout God: that He cares

J a
m

13 They brought to
the Pharisees the man
who was formerly blind.
14 Now it was a Sabbath
on the day when

and opened his eyes.
15 Then the Pharisees
also were asking him
again how he received
his sight. And he said
to them, “He applied
clay to my eyes, and
| washed, and | see.”
16 Therefore some ofthe
Pharisees were saying,
“This man is not from
God, because He does
not keep the Sabbath.”
But others were saying,
“How can a man who is
a sinner perform such
signs?” And there was
a division among them.
17 So they said to the
blind man again, “What
do you say about Him,
since He opened your

es of Jesus over the past
ually did miracles, or wheth-

med around a modern defi-

upra-natural.” Such reason-

ways that go unnoticed by

Miracles in Jesus’ ministry

racle is but a reflection of

Jesus made the clay

\"2)

His constant caring for u
the channel through wha
and as the key to access
the modern framing of t
from God’s compassion
detached from God him
to such a wrong headed
The blind beggar pro
to validate the truthfulne
Light of the world.” That
for Jesus remains that
miracle helped validate
at that time and to us as
Also, we need to b
The beggar’s neighbors
were seeing when he ca
Sometimes we have diff
up to in our world. We sh
grasp that God occasion
and the unexpected.
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m

he
a
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i
h
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all

4

NRSV

13 They brought
to the Pharisees
the man who had
formerly been blind.
14 Now it was a
sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes.
15 Then the Pharisees
also began to ask him
how he had received
his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud
on my eyes. Then |
washed, and now | see.”
16 Some of the
Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God,
for he does not observe
the sabbath.” Buf
others said, “How can
a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?”’
And they were divided.
17 So they said again
to the blind man, “What
do you say about him?
It was your eyes he
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[hey point us to Jesus as
God works in this world,
God and his caring. But
issue distances miracle

nd objectifies it as even

If. Satisfactory answers

uestion will never come!
ed the moment for Jesus

5 of his claim, “| am the
nt we must not overlook,
ht to our very day. This
t claim, both to the folks

ell.

prepared for surprises.
uldn’t believe what they

> back home able to see.

Ilty sensing what God is
Id always stand ready to

y does the unpredictable
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13 Then they took
the man who had been
blind to the Pharisees,
14 because it was
on the Sabbath that
Jesus had made the
mud and healed him.
15 The Pharisees asked
the man all about it. So
he told them, “He put
the mud over my eyes,
and when | washed
it away, | could see!”
16 Some of the
Pharisees said, “This
man Jesus is not from
God, for he is working
on the Sabbath.” Others
said, “But how could an
ordinary sinner do such
miraculous signs?” So
there was adeepdivision
of opinion among them.
17 Then the Pharisees
again questioned the
man who had been blind
and demanded, “What’s
your opinion about this
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eyes?” And he said, “He
is a prophet.”

18 The Jews then did
not believe it of him, that
he had been blind and
had received sight, until
they called the parents
of the very one who
had received his sight,
19 and questioned
them, saying, “Is this
your son, who you say
was born blind? Then
how does he now see?”
20 His parents answered
themand said, “We know
that this is our son, and
that he was born blind;
21 but how he now
sees, we do not know;
or who opened his eyes,
we do not know. Ask
him; he is of age, he
will speak for himself.”
22 His parents said
this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone
confessed Him to be
Christ, he was to be put
out of the synagogue.
23 For this reason his
parents said, “He is of
age; ask him.”

24 So a second time
they called the man who
had been blind, and
said to him, “Give glory
to God; we know that
this man is a sinner.”
25 He then answered,
“Whether He is a sinner,
| do not know; one thing
| do know, that though
| was blind, now | see.”
26 So they said to
him, “What did He
do to you? How did
He open your eyes?’
27 He answered them,
“l told you already and

opened.” He said, “He is

a prophet.”
18 The Jews did
not believe that he

had been blind and
had received his sight
until they called the
parents of the man who
had received his sight
19 and asked them, “Is
this your son, who you
say was born blind? How,
then does he now see?”
20 His parents
answered, “We know
that this is our son, and
that he was born blind;
21 but we do not know
how it is that now he
sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes.
Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.”
22 His parents said
this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be
the Messiah would be

putoutofthe synagogue.
23 Therefore his
parents said, “He

is of age; ask him.”
24 So for the second
time they called the man
who had been blind,
and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We
know that this man is a
sinner.”

25 He answered, ‘I
do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing |
do know, that though |
was blind, now | see.”
26 They said to him,
“What did he do to

you? How did he
open  your eyes?
27 He answered

them, “I have told you

man who healed you?”
The man replied, “I think
he must be a prophet.”

18 The Jewish
leaders still refused
to believe the man

had been blind and
could now see, so they
called in his parents.
19 They asked them,
“Is this your son? Was
he born blind? If so,
how can he now see?”
20 His parents replied,

“We know this is
our son and that
he was born blind,

21 but we don’t know
how he can see orn
who healed him. Ask
him. He is old enough
to speak for himself.”
22 His parents said this
becausetheywere afraid
of the Jewish leaders,
who had announced
that anyone saying
Jesus was the Messiah
would be expelled
from the synagogue.
23 Thats why they
said, “‘He is old
enough. Ask  him.”
24 So for the second
time they called in the
man who had been
blind and told him, “God
should get the glory for
this, because we know

this man Jesus is a
sinner.”
25 “l don’'t know

whether he is a sinner,”
the man replied. “But |
know this: | was blind,
and now | can see!”
26 “But what did he
do?” they asked. “How

did he heal you?”
27 “Look!” the man
exclaimed. “l told you

once. Didn’t you listen?
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you did not listen; why
do you want to hear
it again? You do not
want to become His
disciples too, do you?”
28 They reviled him
and said, “You are His

disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.
29 “We know that

God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know
where He is from.”
30 The man answered
and said to them, “Well,
here isanamazing thing,
that you do not know
where He is from, and
yet He opened my eyes.
31 “We know that God
does not hear sinners;
but if anyone is God-
fearing and does His
will, He hears him.
32 “Since the beginning
of time it has never
been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of
a person born blind.
33 “If this man were
not from God, He
could do nothing.”
34 They answered him,
“You were born entirely
in sins, and are you
teaching us?” So they
put him out.

35 Jesus heard that
they had put him out,
and finding him, He
said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?”
36 He answered,
“Who is He, Lord, that
| may believe in Him?”
37 Jesus said to him,
“You have both seen
Him, and He is the one
who is talking with you.”

38 And he said,
“Lord, | believe.” And

already, and you would
not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again?
Do you also want to
become his disciples?”
28 Then they reviled
him, saying, “You are
his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.
29 We know that
God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know
where he comes from.”
30 The man answered,
“‘Here is an astonishing
thing! You do not
know where he
comes from, and yet
he opened my eyes.
31 We know that God
doesnotlistentosinners,
but he does listen to
one who worships him
and obeys his will.
32 Never since the
world began has it
been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of
a person born blind.
33 If this man were
not from God, he
could do nothing.”
34 They answered him,
“You were born entirely
in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?”
And they drove him out.
35 Jesus heard that
they had driven him out,
and when he found him,
he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?”
36 He answered, “And
whois he, sir? Tellme, so
thatlmay believeinhim.”
37 Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him,
and the one speaking
with you is he.”

38 He said,
“Lord, | believe.” And

Why do you want
to hear it again? Do
you want to become
his  disciples, too?”
28 Then they cursed
him and said, “You are
his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses!
29 We know God spoke
to Moses, but we don’t
even know where this
man comes from.”
30 “Why, that's very
strange!”themanreplied.
“‘He healed my eyes,
and yet you don’t know
where he comes from?
31 We know that God
doesn't listen to sinners,
but he is ready to hear
those who worship
him and do his will.
32 Ever since the world
began, no one has been
able to open the eyes
of someone born blind.
33 If this man were
not from God, he
couldn’t have done it.”
34 “You were born a total
sinner!” they answered.
“Are you trying to teach
us?” And they threw him
out of the synagogue.
35WhendJesusheard
what had happened,
he found the man and
asked, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?’
36 The man answered,
“Who is he, sir? | want
to believe in him.”
37 “You have seen him,”
Jesus said, “and he is
speaking to you!”

38 “Yes, Lord, |
believe!” the man said.
Andhe worshiped Jesus.
39 Then Jesus told him,
“I entered this world to
render  judgment—to
give sight to the blind
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Notes:

The sub-units of mat

he worshiped Him.
39 And Jesus said, “For
judgment | came into
this world, so that those
who do not see may
see, and that those who
see may become blind.”

40 Those of the
Pharisees who were with
Him heard these things
and said to Him, “We are
not blind too, are we?”
41 Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you
would have no sin; but
since you say, ‘We see,
your sin remains.

erial in these verses is

rather clear, and has been accurately pointed out
by Beasley-Murray in the quote at the beginning of

ection twg.

vv 13—-17 Interrogation b

vv 18-23  Interrogation o
Pharisees.

vv 24-34  Further interrog

Pharisees.
vv 35-38

vv 3941

the Pharisees.
the man’s parents by the

ation of the man by the

Jesus seeks him and leads him to full

confession of faijth.
Aftermath of the sign: Jesus declares

th

the purpose of his coming in making the
“blind” to see and the “seeing” blind.

We will analyze these peri

copes on this basis.

1) Interrogation by the Pharisees, vv. 13-17.

The neighbors brought the
sees. Why? Beasley-Murra

healed man to the Phari-
y (WBC, Logos Systems)

provides a good explanation for the likely reason:
Presumably because the [Pharisees were their religious

leaders, and should know
event; as religious exper
understand what had taken
assume hostility on the neig

about this extraordinary
ts they would doubtless
place. There is no need to
rhbors’ part. They were not

to know that bringing the healed man to the Pharisees

would result in his undergo

a sinful man.

This action proved| ta
healed man. Instead of latc
restoration of sight to the bl

what Jesus did to restore

a violation of their sabbath

ing a trial and expulsion as

be disastrous for the
hing on to the marvelous
nd man, they focused on
his sight and how it was
laws. They could not get

passed their biases in order to see God at work,

although some of the

evidently were trying to.

Scribal Judaism by this time had developed almost

he  worshiped him.
39 Jesus said, “I came
into this world forn

judgment so that those
who do not see may
see, and those who do
see may become blind.”
40SomeofthePharisees
near him heard this and
said to him, “Surely we
are not blind, are we?”
41 Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But
now that you say, ‘We
see,’ your sin remains.

foundational elements:
and 2) remember certai
of the second century

and to show those who
think they see that they
are blind.”

40 Some Pharisees

who were standing
nearby heard him
and asked, “Are you

saying we’re blind?”
41 “If you were blind,
you wouldn’t be guilty,”
Jesus replied. “But you
remain guilty because
you claim you can see.

God’s power to perform
cut off from God. But th
now seeing could not be denied successfully. So they

For a very helpful and interesting discussion of both the

history and contemporary Jewish teachings about the Sabbath,
see “Shabbat,” .
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faced a dilemma. Their
solution was to focus on the
man rather than on Jesus.
He was then confronted
with the question, “What
do you say about him?”
The man’s answer was
clear and to the point, “
is a prophet.” Clearly the
man understood Jesus
to be anointed from God,
although his perception
hadn’t yet reached that |of
Jesus being the Messiah.
But just like the Samaritan
woman who first declared
Jesus as a prophet (Jhn.
4:19), his vision was
growing.

2) Interrogation
the man’s parents
the Pharisees, vv. 18-23.
Not getting acceptable
answers from the man, the
Pharisees call in the man’s
parents for questioning.
Now John calls the
Pharisees “the Jews” with
the negative meaning this
term carries throughout
his gospel. They couldn’t
accept that the man had
been blind, not having
known him personally. So
they want his parents to
verify that he wasn’t bli
to start with. The parents
scared by the threat of excommunication from
synagogue life by the Pharisees would only verify
that their son had been blind from birth. They refused
to explain how or why he had been healed. Instead,
they told the Pharisees to ask the son; he was to
stand on his own feet. They indicate that “he is of
age, he will speak for himself’ (Aikiav €xet, a0TOG TEPL
gavtod AaAnoet), which means that he had reached
the required age of 30 years to be considered an
adult with legal responsibility.

3) Further interrogation of the man by
the Pharisees, vv. 24-34. Not having satisfied
themselves by the parents’ answers, they call the
healed man back in for a second round of questions.
This time they admonish the man to recant his earlier

confession and declare| Jesus to be a sinner. He
refuses with a slick answer, “I do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind,
now | see.” He doesn’t want to argue theology with
these religious leaders, but he is certain of what
he had personally experienced. That he reaffirms.
They want him to go back over the details again.
But instead, he puts them|on the defensive with a
question, “I have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” This punched their
button big time and prompts the response, “You are
his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do nof
know where he comes from.” They are on the defensive
now, and are forced to deny Jesus. The man senses
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5) Aftermath of the
sign: Jesus declares the
urpose of his coming in
aking the “blind” to see
and the “seeing” blind,
vv. 39-41. Somewhat
debatable is whether
verse 39 stands as the
climax to the preceding

his and pushes the issue even further, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from,
and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships
him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has
it been heard that anyone |opened the eyes of a person
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” With them on the defensive, he takes them
on theologically -- and wins the argument! Trapped
without a come back argument, the Pharisees pull
their trump card, “You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?”
drove him out.” Out argued, and
knowing it, they resort to power
politics and forcibly banish him.

of faith, vv. 35-38. Whe
what had happened to the man,
he sought him out and probed
him further about his religious
faith, “Do you believe in the Son

he was, “And who is he, |sir? Tell
me, so that | may believe in him.”
Here the question is asked in
sincerity, later on (cf. 12:34b) the
same question will be asked with
sarcasm and Jesus will give a different answer then.
Jesus now acknowledges to the man, “You have seen
him, and the one speaking with you is he.” Not since the
Samaritan woman (cf. 4:26) has Jesus so clearly
identified himself to an |individual. But remember,
this is the first time that the man has physically seen
Jesus. Now his sight is| riveted up to the spiritual
plane. The man’s response is quick and clear: “He
said, ‘Lord, | believe.’ And he worshiped him* (0 8¢ £pn
moTeVW, KUPLE KAl TPOGEKVVNCEV avT®.). The man
moves from Jesus as prophet to Jesus as Messiah in
faith commitment. What a splendid picture of spiritual
expansion from a small pbeginning to full blossom.

4) Jesus seeks him and .
leads him to full confession \

pericope of vv. 35-38, or whether it introduces the
final scene in the narrative of vv. 39-41. Given the
tendency of the sabbath controversy narratives in the
synoptic gospels to move toward Pronouncement
Story literary form, it may be better to see verse 39
as a part of the final pericope. Jesus’ declaration
in v. 39 does possess the tone of a declaration
of timeless spiritual principle in the pattern of the
Pronouncement Stories in the Synoptic Gospels: “|
came into this world for judgment so that those who do not
see may see, and those who do see
may become blind.“ Clearly, in the
immediate context it stands as a
condemnation of the Pharisees
inability to see spiritually, while
this formerly blind beggar from
peasant ranks is able to see
clearly both physically and
spiritually. Encounter with Jesus
will expose both conditions,
that of the Pharisees and that
of the peasant beggar. Some
of the Pharisees, overhearing
what Jesus said, were offended.

1

L .
I" -
P

VUGV pévet.). Their blindnes
means they continue t
stand condemned by God.
Wow! What

confrontation with enemies!
Jesus can teach us a| lot
about how to stand up for Hi
in the midst of confrontation.
May we ever be willing to d
so!
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NASB

1 As He passed
by, He saw a man
blind from birth.
2 And His disciples
asked Him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he
would be born blind?”
3 Jesus answered, “It
was neither that this man
sinned, nor his parents;
but it was so that the
works of God might
be displayed in him.
4 “We must work the
works of Him who
sent Me as long as it
is day; night is coming
when no one can work.

5 “While | am in
the world, | am the
Light of the world.”

6 When He had said
this, He spat on the
ground, and made clay
of the spittle, and applied
the clay to his eyes,
7 and said to him,
“Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he
went away and washed,
and came back seeing.
8 Therefore the
neighbors, and those
who previously saw him
asabeggar, weresaying,
“Is not this the one who
used to sit and beg?”
9 Others were saying,
“This is he,” still others
were saying, “No, but
he is like him.” He kept
saying, “I am the one.”
10 So they were saying
to him, “How then were
your eyes opened?”
11 He answered, “The
man who is called
Jesus made clay, and
anointed my eyes,

NRSV
1 As he walked
along, he saw a

man blind from birth.
2 His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?”
3 Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor
his  parents sinned;
he was born blind so
that God’s works might
be revealed in him.
4 We must work the
works of him who sent
me while it is day;
night is coming when
no one can work.
5 As long as | am in
the world, | am the
light of the world.”
6 When he had said this,
he spat on the ground
and made mud with the
saliva and spread the
mud on the man’s eyes,
7 saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went
and washed and came
back able to see.
8 The neighbors and
those who had seen
him before as a beggar
began to ask, “Is this
not the man who
used to sit and beg?”
9Someweresaying, “Itis
he.” Others were saying,
“No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept
saying, “l am the man.”
10 But they kept asking
him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?”
11 He answered, “The
man called Jesus made
mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.”’

NLT
1 As Jesus was
walking along, he

saw a man who had
been blind from birth.
2 “Rabbi,” his disciples
asked him, “why was this
man born blind? Was it
because of his own sins
or his parents’ sins?”
3 “It was not because of
his sins or his parents
sins,” Jesus answered.
“This  happened so
the power of God
could be seen in him.
4 We must quickly carry
outthetasksassignedus
by the one who sent us.
The night is coming, and
then no one can work.
5 But while | am here
in the world, | am the
light of the world.”
6 Then he spit on the
ground, made mud
with the saliva, and
spread the mud over
the blind man’s eyes.
7 He told him, “Go
wash yourself in the
pool of Siloam” (Siloam
means “sent”’). So the
man went and washed
and came back seeing!
8 His neighbors and
others who knew him
as a blind beggar
asked each other,
“Isn’t this the man who
used to sit and beg?”
9 Some said he was,
and others said, “No, he
just looks like him!” But
the beggar kept saying,
“Yes, lamthe sameone!”

10 They asked,
‘“Who healed you?
What happened?”

11 He told them, “The
man they call Jesus
made mud and spread
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and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash’; so |
went away and washed,
and | received sight.”
12 They said to him,
“Where is He?” He said,
“l do not know.”

13 They brought to
the Pharisees the man
who was formerly blind.
14 Now it was a Sabbath
on the day when
Jesus made the clay
and opened his eyes.
15 Then the Pharisees
also were asking him
again how he received
his sight. And he said
to them, “He applied
clay to my eyes, and
| washed, and | see.”
16 Therefore some ofthe
Pharisees were saying,
“This man is not from
God, because He does
not keep the Sabbath.”
But others were saying,
“How can a man who is
a sinner perform such
signs?” And there was
a division among them.
17 So they said to the
blind man again, “What
do you say about Him,
since He opened your
eyes?” And he said, “He
is a prophet.”

18 The Jews thendid
not believe it of him, that
he had been blind and
had received sight, until
they called the parents
of the very one who
had received his sight,
19 and questioned
them, saying, “Is this
your son, who you say
was born blind? Then
how does he now see?”
20 His parents answered
themand said, “We know
that this is our son, and

Then | went and washed
and received my sight.”
12 They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said,
“l do not know.”

13 They brought
to the Pharisees
the man who had
formerly been blind.
14 Now it was a
sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes.
15 Then the Pharisees
also began to ask him
how he had received
his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud
on my eyes. Then |
washed, and now | see.”
16 Some of the
Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God,
for he does not observe
the sabbath.” Buft
others said, “How can
a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?”
And they were divided.
17 So they said again
to the blind man, “What
do you say about him?
It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is

a prophet.”
18 The Jews did
not believe that he

had been blind and
had received his sight
until they called the
parents of the man who
had received his sight
19 and asked them, “Is
this your son, who you
say was born blind? How,
then does he now see?”
20 His parents
answered, “We know
that this is our son, and
that he was born blind;
21 but we do not know
how it is that now he

it over my eyes and

told me, ‘Go to the
pool of Siloam and
wash  yourself.”  So

| went and washed,
and now | can see!”
12 “Where is he now?”
they asked. “lI dont
know,” he replied.

13 Then they took
the man who had been
blind to the Pharisees,
14 because it was
on the Sabbath that
Jesus had made the
mud and healed him.
15 The Pharisees asked
the man all about it. So
he told them, “He put
the mud over my eyes,
and when | washed
it away, | could seel!”
16 Some of the
Pharisees said, “This
man Jesus is not from
God, for he is working
on the Sabbath.” Others
said, “But how could an
ordinary sinner do such
miraculous signs?” So
therewasadeepdivision
of opinion among them.
17 Then the Pharisees
again questioned the
man who had been blind
and demanded, “What’s
your opinion about this
man who healed you?”
The man replied, “I think
he must be a prophet.”

18 The Jewish
leaders still refused
to believe the man

had been blind and
could now see, so they
called in his parents.
19 They asked them,
“Is this your son? Was
he born blind? If so,
how can he now see?”
20 His parents replied,
“We know this is
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that he was born blind;
21 but how he now
sees, we do not know;
or who opened his eyes,
we do not know. Ask
him; he is of age, he
will speak for himself.”
22 His parents said
this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone
confessed Him to be
Christ, he was to be put
out of the synagogue.
23 For this reason his
parents said, “He is of
age; ask him.”

24 So a second time
they called the man who
had been blind, and
said to him, “Give glory
to God; we know that
this man is a sinner.”
25 He then answered,
“Whether He is a sinner,
I do not know; one thing
| do know, that though
| was blind, now | see.”
26 So they said to
him, “What did He
do to you? How did
He open your eyes?’
27 He answered them,
“| told you already and
you did not listen; why
do you want to hear
it again? You do not
want to become His
disciples too, do you?”
28 They reviled him
and said, “You are His

disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.
29 “We know that

God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know
where He is from.”
30 The man answered
and said to them, “Well,
here isan amazing thing,

sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes.
Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.”
22 His parents said
this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be
the Messiah would be

putoutofthe synagogue.
23 Therefore his
parents said, “He

is of age; ask him.”
24 So for the second
time they called the man
who had been blind,
and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We
know that this man is a
sinner.”

25 He answered, ‘I
do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing |
do know, that though |
was blind, now | see.”
26 They said to him,
“What did he do to

you? How did he
open your eyes?’
27 He answered

them, “I have told you
already, and you would
not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again?
Do you also want to
become his disciples?”
28 Then they reviled
him, saying, “You are
his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.
29 We know that
God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know
where he comes from.”
30 The man answered,
“Here is an astonishing
thing! You do not
know where he
comes from, and vyet

our son and that
he was born blind,
21 but we don’'t know
how he can see or
who healed him. Ask
him. He is old enough
to speak for himself.”
22 His parents said this
becausetheywere afraid
of the Jewish leaders,
who had announced
that anyone saying
Jesus was the Messiah
would be expelled
from the synagogue.
23 That's why they
said, “‘He is old
enough. Ask  him.”
24 So for the second
time they called in the
man who had been
blind and told him, “God
should get the glory for
this, because we know

this man Jesus is a
sinner.”
25 “l don’'t know

whether he is a sinner,”
the man replied. “But |
know this: | was blind,
and now | can see!”
26 “But what did he
do?” they asked. “How
did he heal you?”
27 “Look!” the man
exclaimed. “l told you
once. Didn’t you listen?
Why do vyou want
to hear it again? Do
you want to become
his  disciples, too?”
28 Then they cursed
him and said, “You are
his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses!
29 We know God spoke
to Moses, but we don’t
even know where this
man comes from.”
30 “Why, that's very
strange!”"themanreplied.
‘He healed my eyes,
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that you do not know
where He is from, and
yet He opened my eyes.
31 “We know that God
does not hear sinners;
but if anyone is God-
fearing and does His
will, He hears him.
32 “Since the beginning
of time it has never
been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of
a person born blind.
33 “If this man were
not from God, He
could do nothing.”
34 They answered him,
“You were born entirely
in sins, and are you
teaching us?” So they
put him out.

35 Jesus heard that
they had put him out,
and finding him, He
said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?’
36 He answered,
“Who is He, Lord, that
| may believe in Him?”
37 Jesus said to him,
“You have both seen
Him, and He is the
one who is talking with
you.” 38 And he said,
“Lord, | believe.” And
he worshiped Him.
39 And Jesus said, “For
judgment | came into
this world, so that those
who do not see may
see, and that those who
see may become blind.”

40 Those of the
Pharisees who were with
Him heard these things
and said to Him, “We are
not blind too, are we?”
41 Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you
would have no sin; but
since you say, ‘We see,
your sin remains.

he opened my eyes.
31 We know that God
doesnotlistentosinners,
but he does listen to
one who worships him
and obeys his will.
32 Never since the
world began has it
been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of
a person born blind.
33 If this man were
not from God, he
could do nothing.”
34 They answered him,
“You were born entirely
in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?”
And they drove him out.
35 Jesus heard that
they had driven him out,
and when he found him,
he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?”
36 He answered, “And
whois he, sir? Tellme, so
thatlmay believe inhim.”
37 Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him,
and the one speaking
with you is he.” 38 He
said, “Lord, | believe.”
And he worshiped him.
39 Jesus said, “I came
into this world for
judgment so that those
who do not see may
see, and those who do
see may become blind.”
40SomeofthePharisees
near him heard this and
said to him, “Surely we
are not blind, are we?”
41 Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But
now that you say, ‘We
see,’ your sin remains.

and yet you don’t know
where he comes from?
31 We know that God
doesn't listen to sinners,
but he is ready to hear
those who worship
him and do his will.
32 Ever since the world
began, no one has been
able to open the eyes
of someone born blind.
33 If this man were
not from God, he
couldn’t have done it.”
34 “You were born a total
sinner!” they answered.
“Are you trying to teach
us?” And they threw him
out of the synagogue.

35WhendJesusheard
what had happened,
he found the man and
asked, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?”
36 The man answered,
“Who is he, sir? | want
to believe in him.”
37 “You have seen him,”
Jesus said, “and he is
speaking to you!” 38
“Yes, Lord, | believe!”
the man said. And
he worshiped Jesus.
39 Then Jesus told him,
“l entered this world to
render  judgment—to
give sight to the blind
and to show those who
think they see that they
are blind.”

40 Some Pharisees

who were standing
nearby heard him
and asked, “Are you

saying we’re blind?”
41 “If you were blind,
you wouldn’t be guilty,”
Jesus replied. “But you
remain guilty because
you claim you can see.
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