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| NTRODUCTI ON

Acts 15:1-30 has been described as the narrative account of
t he Jerusal em council or the apostolic council. Coming as it
does at al nost the center of the Acts of the Apostles, it plays a
pivotal role in the progression of that book. The apostolic
council marks the last tine that Peter is nmentioned in Acts.

From Acts 15 on the focus has shifted al nost entirely upon the
Apostle Paul. Wth that shift of focus came a di m nished role of
t he Jerusal em church. The chapter also marks a water shed in the
t heol ogi cal progression of the gospel. The gospel of grace is
unequi vocal |y advanced to the Gentile world as the gospel is
taken to the shores of Europe and beyond.

The apostolic council represents an attenpt to accommobdat e
previously held tradition to the rapidly changi ng theol ogi cal
reality presented by the gospel of grace. The pressure to wap
the gospel in the guise of a proselytic Judaismthreatened to
di m ni sh the theol ogical heritage for every CGentile believer from
that time on. The council represents a diligent effort of the
community of faith to seek the divine will in the mdst of
cont rover sy.

For the above reasons Acts 15 is worthy of exegetical
attention. This paper will be divided into two chapters. The
first will address critical concerns which have | ong been associ -
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ated with Acts 15. These will include the issues of Luke's
sources, the issues of historical and chronol ogi cal harnoni zation
with Galatians, and the textual issues of the passage. The
second chapter will present an exegesis of Acts 15:1-30 as guided

by the sem nar working nodel in Exegeting the New Testanent.?

YLorin L. Cranford, Exegeting the New Testanent: A Seninar
Wirki ng Model with Expanded Research Bibliography, 2d ed. (Fort
Wrth: Scripta, 1991).




CHAPTER ONE
CRI Tl CAL | SSUES

"Uber das 15. Kap. haben di e Forscher besonders heftig
gestritten." So begins D. Ernst Haenchen's analysis of Acts 15.°2
Even if one limts the discussion to the |late nineteenth century
to the present, a wide diversity of approaches are apparent in
t he works of those who have witten on Acts 15 and the apostolic
council it portrays. A variety of issues conme to bear in a

critical appraisal of the chapter.

The | ssue of Sources

One of the issues which continues to resurface in an analy-
sis of the chapter is that of sources.® Bernhard Wiss viewed
t he conposition of Acts 15, as he did nmuch of the book of Acts,

as a conflation of two texts: one which he | abeled the "source,

and the other fromthe reviser, Luke.* Fromthese two sources

°’D. Ernst Haenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 12th ed.,
i sch- exegeti scher Konmentar Uber das Neue Test anent
ti ngen: Vandenhoed and Ruprecht, 1959

Krit
(Got

*The fol | owi ng di scussion on Acts 15 and sources is
structured al ong the discussion which Haenchen, D e
Apost el geschi chte, 396-98, presents. However, a fuller treatnent
of the critical exploration of the sources behind the book of
Acts may be found in Dupont, The Sources of the Acts, trans.
Kat hl een Pond (New York: Herder and Herder, 1964).

“Weiss' viewis presented in his Lehrbuch der Einleitung in
das Neue Testanent, 2d ed. (Berlin: W Hertz, 1897); English
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one may reconstruct two conflicts in the chapter. The first
conflict, in Acts 15:1, is a dispute which was initiated in
Antioch. The second is that which is recorded in Acts 15:5,
whi ch arose in Jerusalem This first conflict was argued and
resolved in the presence of the apostles and elders, while the
second took place before the entire congregation. The first
conflict is largely the product of the reviser, Luke, while the
second is derived fromthe source. The speeches of Janmes and
Peter are authentic, and belong to the source, largely on the
prem se that the same author could not have conposed two speeches
which differ so in style and form?®

Friedrich Spitta took a different approach to source analy-
sis as it relates to the apostolic council.® Spitta postul ated
that Acts was conposed by two sources: A and B, with only slight
contributions by the author in transitional passages.’ The two
sources are |largely parallel accounts, although the B source is a
popul ar account, often conposed of |egendary material, and

historically unreliable. 1In regards to Acts 15, Spitta believed

translation: A Manual of Introduction to the New Testanent, 2
vols., trans. A J. K Davidson, Foreign Biblical Library (New
York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1889. The presentation of Wiss in this
paper is adapted fromthat in Haenchen, D e Apostel geschichte,
397.

5See B. Weiss, A Manual Introduction to the New Testament,
1: 575.

°See Friedrich Spitta, Sie Apostelgeschichte: ihre Quellen
und deren CGeschichtlicher Wert (Halle: Verlag der Buchhandl ung
des Wi senhauses, 1891), 179ff.

‘See DuPont, The Sources of the Acts, 34.
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that 15:1-33 was inserted into the account of the first m ssion-
ary journey. The original narrative flowed uninterrupted from
14:28 to 15:36. Acts 15 is actually a parallel account of the
journey fromAntioch to Jerusalemrecounted in Acts 11:29-12: 24.
The account in Acts 15:1-33 should be inserted after 12:24.
However, the parallel in Acts 15 is fromthe unreliable B source.
Hans Hi nrich Wendt considered Acts 15:1-33 an interpol ation
into an otherw se nission report.® Al though the account was
based upon tradition, rather than freely conposed, certain
el enents were conposed by the author: "den Reden des Petrus und
Jakobus werden wesenlich seine konposition sein."®
Oto Bauernfeind' s comentary marked a transition in the
di scussion of Acts 15 and its underlying sources.® Bauernfeind
enphasi zed Luke's role as a redactor, not with the task "eine Art
synopti scher Ordnung zw schen den ei nzel nen Berichten

herzustellen; die Christen, fiur die sein Buch bestimt war,

brauchten ein Ubersichtliches Bild, das die Warheit der Ei ni gnung

8See Hans Hinrich Wendt, Die Apostelgeschichte, 5th ed.,
Kritisch-exegetischer Konmentar Uber das Neue Testanent 3
(Gottingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1899), 224ff. Wendt
differs fromAdolf von Harnack, D e Apostel geschichte, Beitrage
zur Einleitung in das Neue Testanent 3 (Leipzig: J. C Hinrichs,
1908), 134-39, in that while Harnack includes Acts 15 in an
Anti ochene setting source (to which Harnack attri buted
consi derabl e historical value), Wndt excludes it. See Dupont,
The Sources of Acts, 36.

‘Wendt, Die Apostel Geschichte, 225, n. 2.

Yt o Bauernfeind, Kommentar und Studien zur
Apost el geschi chte, Wssenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen
Testament 22 (Tubingen: J. C. B. Mhr, 1980), 187.
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in fassbarer Formfesthielt."

This set the stage for the work
of Martin Dibelius, ' who approached Acts 15 as a literary con-
struct without the need to separate out material according to
various sources.™® However, Dibelius' analysis was destructive
to the historical credibility of Luke's account, concluding that
Acts 15 is unhistorical and that only Galatians nay be used to
reconstruct the account of the conflict between Centile and
Jewi sh Christianity of which Acts 15 alludes.* Dibelius be-
lieves that Luke produced the apostolic decree (15:23-29) froma
witten docunent; however, that document was rewitten into the
context of the council.®

Rudol f Bultmann largely followed Dibelius' lead in asserting
that Acts 15 is a conposition of rewitten source materi al
designed to construct a context for the apostolic decree (a
witten document with which Luke was famliar).'® That the

apostolic decree is in fact out of context may be seen in its

address, which includes not nerely Antioch, but also Syria and

YBauer nf ei nd, Komment ar und Studi en zur
Apost el geschi cht e, 187.

“Martin Dibelius, Aufsatze zur Apostel geschichte, 5th ed.,
ed. Heinrich Geeven (Gittingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1968).

BHaenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 398: "der Text | asst
si ch ohne Quel | enschei dung ver st ehen.”

¥Di bel i us, Aufsatze zur Apostel geschichte, 100.

pi bel i us, Aufsatze zur Apostel geschichte, 89.

Rudol f Bul t mann, "Zur Frage nach den Quel |l en der
Apost el geschichte,” in New Testanment Essays: Studies in Menory of

Thomas Walter Manson, 1893-1958, ed. Angus John Brockhur st
Hi ggi ns (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1959), 68-80.
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Clicia. Paul and Barnabas specifically have been rewitten into
Acts 15, which originally focused upon Peter. Haenchen wote in
response to Bultmann's views on the chapter, asserting three
aspects about the composition of Acts 15 in relation to underly-
ing source.' First, he maintains that the speeches of Peter and
James cannot be attributed to one source. The speech of Peter
presupposes the story of Cornelius as Luke recounts it in Acts
10-11, while the speech of Janes consists |largely of an argunent
that is taken fromthe Septuagint. Second, the discrepancies of
15:1-5 with two conflicts involving two antagoni st parties are
nmerely apparent, and can be explained in the rewiting of the
narrative without difficulty. Finally, the address of the
apostolic decree does not limt its scope but enlarges it through
mention of Christian communities whose origin is not addressed by
Luke.

Haenchen has noted that the general trend in studies on Acts
15 has noved from an exploration of disparate sources to a focus
on the author:*®

Sie betrachtete es zinachst als ein Konglonmerat von Quell en.

Es galt, diefes Genenge zu fortieren und aus der

verl asslichten Quelle zu ersehen, was eigentlich geschehen

war. Der biblische Autor kam nur als Lieferant von nehr

oder m nder zuverl assigen Nachrichten in Frage. Je weiter

di e Forschung fortschreitet, desto nmehr tritt die

Quel I enfrage zuriad. Der biblische Autor komrt w eder in
Sicht, und zwar nicht bloss als Tradent von Quell en.

YD, Ernst Haenchen, "Quellenanal yse und Konpositionsanal yse
in Act 15," in Judentum Urchristentum Kirche: Festschrift fdar
Joachim Jerem as, ed. Walther Eltester (Berlin: A Topel mann,
1960), 153-60.

¥Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 398.
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The Bi blical author nowis the focus as both a creative redactor
and literary producer, with a focus to understand the theol ogi cal
thrust of the literary conposition.

One woul d think that given Haenchen's remarks, inquiry
into sources no | onger occupies the interest of those who wite
on Acts 15. Marie Enile Boismard has witten on the probl em of
sources in Acts 15 as recently as 1988.'° Boi smard suggests that
Acts 15:1-33 has gone through four stages of redaction. The
first stage was the original narrative, in which the speech by
Peter was made i mredi ately after the conversion of Cornelius and
his household in Acts 10-11. Paul and Barnabas play no role in
the original narrative. The second stage of redaction changes
little of the original narrative's content and order. However,
the third stage of the redaction renoves the speech of Peter from
its original context and displaces it between the first and
second m ssionary journeys and associates it with a source
concerning the disturbance with converted Pharisees in Antioch.
The fourth stage of redaction transposes the conflict and its
resol ution back to Jerusalem and is essentially the formof the
text as it exists today. Boismard's reconstruction posits two

witten sources: the original source of the first stage and one

“Marie Emile Boismard, "Le “concile' de Jérusal em (Act 15,
1- 33), Ephenerides Theol ogi cae Lovani enses 64 (1988) 433-40.
This witer believes that the article published is intended as
part of a forthcom ng commentary on Acts by Boi smard and Arnaud
Lanouille. The facts of its publication are not known to this
witer.
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whi ch incorporates the apostolic decree. Al of the subsequent

stages may be accounted for through the process of redaction.

The | ssue of Acts 15 and Gal ati ans 2

Anot her issue concerning the narrative of Acts 15 is its
relation with the second visit of Paul to Jerusalemrecounted in
Gal atians 2:1-10. In the Gl atians passage, Paul rel ates how he
journeyed to Jerusal em acconpani ed by Barnabas and Titus
(Galatians 2:1). Wiile in Jerusalem Paul discussed the nessage
he had been preaching with the pillar apostles: Janes, Peter,
and John (2:9). Opposition arose against Paul and his party on
account of Titus' lack of circuntision (2:3). Sonetinme after
this journey Peter travels to Antioch and a dispute devel ops
bet ween Peter and Paul concerning table fellowship (2:11-14).
Several suggestions have been nmade as to the relationship of Acts
15:1-35 and Gal atians 2:1-10.

One proposal is that Acts 15 parallels Gl atians 2:1-10.
This viewis widely held,® and has several features inits
favor. There is agreenent in both accounts concerning the

subj ect matter, over the participants involved, and over the

®Charl es B. Cousar, s.v. "Jerusalem Council of," in The
Anchor Bible Dictionary, ed. David Noel Freedman, et al (New
Yor k: Doubl eday, 1992), labels this view as "the nost w dely held
proposal ." Among its adherents are J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paul's
Commentary to the Galatians: A Revised Text with Introduction,
Notes and Dissertations, J. B. Lightfoot's Commentary on the
Epistles of St. Paul (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1995; reprint),
123-28; Martin Hengel, Acts and the History of Earliest
Christianity, trans. John Bowden (Phil adel phia: Fortress Press,
1979), 111-26.
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f undanent al out cone. %

The greatest problemwth this identifi-
cation is that Paul fails to nmention the apostolic decree of Acts
15: 22-29.% However, other problens exist: the nmeeting in
Gal atians is described as a private neeting, while Acts 15 is
not, nor does Paul nention a previous famne relief journey to
Jerusalemin Galatians 2.7

Acts 11:27-30; 12:25 parallels Glatians 2:1-10. The
occasion for this visit by Paul and Barnabas is to deliver a
collection for fanine relief in the Jerusal emchurch.? This
vi ew postul ates that the private neeting with the pillar apostles
occurred during the visit. Thus the visit of Acts 11:30 is not
excluded by Paul in Galatians 2:1-10. These two visits have
several points of correlation: Both were initiated by revelation

(Gal. 2:2; Acts 11:28. Both involved Paul and Barnabas toget her

(Gal. 2:1; Acts 11:29). This view has the advantage of relieving

21See Davi d Wenham "Acts and the Pauline Corpus: |l. The
Evi dence of Parallels,” The Book of Acts in Its Ancient Literary
Setting, ed. Bruce W Wnter and Andrew D. C arke, The Book of
Acts in Its First Century Setting 1, ed. Bruce W Wnter (G and
Rapids: WIIliam B. Eerdmans, 1993), 228-29.

?Cousar, s.v. "Jerusalem Council of:" Wnham "Acts and
the Pauline Corpus Il," 230-32.

2See Wenham "Acts and the Pauline Corpus |1," 229-34,

This view finds favor with Kirsopp Lake and Henry J.
Cadbury, Additional Notes to the Commentary, The Begi nni ngs of
Christianity: Part I, the Acts of the Apostles, vol. 5, ed. F. J.
Foakes and Kirsopp Lake (London: Macm |l an, 1933), 445-74; F. F.
Bruce, Commentary on the Galatians, New International G eek
Test ament Conmentary (G and Rapids: WIIliam B. Eerdmans, 1982),
106-28; Ronald Y. K Fung, The Epistle to the Galatians, The New
I nternational Commentary on the New Testanent, ed. F. F. Bruce
(G and Rapids: WIliam B. Eerdmans, 1988), 86
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Paul s cul pability of not enbracing the stipulations of the
apostolic decree is his dispute with Peter, because that dispute
occurred before the decree was fornul ated.® However, if Acts
11: 30 and Gal atians 2:1-10 describe the sane visit, then the
Gentile controversy is |acking fromLuke's account. Is this
om ssion likely so soon after the events of Cornelius' conver-
sion? Nor does Acts 11:30 specifically nmention a neeting between
Paul and the apostl es.

Anot her proposal suggests that Galatians 2:1-10 parallels
Acts 15:1-4 and 12, on the basis that Luke conflated two accounts
concerni ng di sputes between Jewi sh Christians and Gentile Chris-
tians. Those el enents of the apostolic council that feature Pau
and Barnabas are froman earlier conference which Paul recounts
in Galatians 2:1-10, and which resolved the issue of circunti-
sion. A second conference was held in Jerusalem (Acts 15:5-11
13-33) to address the issue of table fellowship between Jew sh
and Gentile believers. Paul was absent fromthis conference, and

was consequently not a party to the apostolic decree.?®

®I'n fact, Wenham "Acts and the Pauline Corpus |l," notes
that the Antioch dispute between Paul and Peter nakes best sense
between Acts 11:30 and Acts 15: There is no indication that
Paul s discussion with the pillar apostles resulted in any
resol ution concerning Gentile converts and circuntision or any

di scussion concerning table fellowship. It may very well be that
di spute with Peter that inspired the stipulations of the
apostolic decree. It also seens unlikely that Peter would have

acqui esced to the men fromJanmes in Antioch after his speech in
Acts 15:6b-11.

See Johannes Weiss, Earliest Christianity: A History of
the Period A . D. 30-150, trans. Frederick C. G ant (New York:
Har per and Brothers, 1959), 1:259-73.
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Anot her proposal is that the Acts 15 council takes place
| ater (chronologically at the same time as Paul's visit in Acts
18:22).% In this case Galatians 2:1-10 parallels Acts 18:22.
The narrative of Acts 15:1-30 was displaced by the redactor to
its present l|ocation. However, this chronology is dependent on
the pauline letters to the exclusion of Acts.®

Paul J. Achteneier has proposed that Paul was present at the
di scussion recorded in Acts 11:1-8, occasioned when Peter gives
an account to the Jerusal em church concerning the conversion of
Cornelius and his househol d.?® Achteneier contends that the
witer of Acts is unaware of Paul's presence in Jerusalemand his
private neeting with Janes, Peter, and John. However, Paul's
account of the neeting is that which is provided by Gal ati ans
2:1-10. The council of Acts 15 occurs after both Peter and Pau
have |l eft on their respective mssions. Their presence recorded

at the apostolic council is erroneous.

The | ssue of the Text

The Western Text
The textual history of Acts 15 presents the exegete with

significant challenges. Many of these challenges arise fromthe

*’See John Knox, Chapters in a Life of Paul (New York:
Abi ngdon- Cokesbury Press, 1950; Gerd Ludemann, Paul, Apostle to
the Gentiles: Studies in Chronology, trans. F. Stanley Jones
(Phi | adel phia: Fortress Press, 1984), 149-57.

®Cousar, s.v. "Jerusalem Council of."

PPaul J. Achteneier, The Quest for Unity in the New
Testanment Church: A Study in Paul and Acts (Phil adel phia:
Fortress Press, 1987), 44-55,
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conflicting witness to the text manifested in the contrast

bet ween the Al exandrian tradition of the text of Acts and that of
the Western tradition of the text.*® It is in these two distinct

forms that the text of the Acts of the Apostles circulated in the

early church.® The Alexandrian text of the Acts of the Apostles

30+ Al exandri an" and "Western" are terns which were first

applied to famlies, or recensions, of texts by J. Giesbach
(1777) and J. S. Semer (1766); see F. G Kenyon and AL W Adans,
The Text of the Greek Bible, rev. (Surrey: Duckworth, 1975), 214,
223; Eldon J. Epp, s.v. "Western Text," in Anchor Bible
Dictionary, ed. David Noel Freedman, et al (New York: Doubl eday,
1992); J. Harold Geenlee, Introduction to New Testanent Textua
Criticism (G and Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing, 1964), 74. In
nodern textual criticismof the New Testanent four | ocal
recensi ons have been postul ated, which in addition to the

Al exandrian and Western fam lies, include the Byzantine (closely
associated with the Textus Receptus or the "majority text") and
Caesarean text types (the latter has indeternm nate representation
for the Book of Acts), as well as an extensive category of
manuscri pts of indetermnate recension. In an effort to renove
potentially erroneous geographical associations inherent to the
nomencl at ure descri bed above, Kenyon, The Text of the G eek

Bi bl e, 208, has suggested that the Byzantine text be designated
", the Alexandrian as $, the Caesarean as (, and the Western
text as *. The Western text is in particular sonmewhat of a

m snoner, in that sone of its principal wtnesses, the uncial D
and some Syriac versions (notably the Peshitta and corrections to
the Harcl ean Syriac) are believed to be of eastern origin; see D
C. Parker, s.v. "Codex (Codex Bezae Cantabrigiensis)," in Anchor
Bible Dictionary, ed. David Noel Freeman, et al (New YorKk:

Doubl eday, 1992); Epp, s.v. "Western Text." For the purposes of
this paper the designations of Al exandrian and Western will be
ret ai ned.

31See Bruce M Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek
New Testanment: A Conpanion Volune to the United Bible Societies
G eek New Testament (third edition), corrected edition (London
United Bible Societies, 1975), 259. Epp, s.v. "Western Text,"
descri bes the Al exandrian and Western recensions as "the earliest
identifiable "text -types.'" However, this assunption has been
called into question by Kurt Al and and Barbara Al and, The Text of
the New Testanment: An Introduction to the Critical Editions and
to the Theory and Practice of Mddern Textual Criticisnms, trans.
Erroll F. Rhodes (Gand Rapids: WIIliamB. Eerdmans, 1987), 54-
56, 64-69.
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is represented by the papyri p® and p™ the uncials I, A B, C

and Q, and the minuscules 33, 81, 104, 326, and 1175.% The
Western text in the book of Acts finds its principle representa-
tion in the uncial D% also known as the Codex Bezae

Cant abri giensis. This manuscript has been |located in Lyons,
France in the ninth century. However, the style of the original
script, as well as that of an early corrector, appear to have an

eastern affiliation.=

The witing of this manuscript is early,
and may date as early as the third century C. E. ** The Western
text of the book of Acts is also attested by the fragnentary

papyri p®, p®, and p® by the uncial 0165, by the m nuscul es
383, and 614, by certain marginal readings of the Harclean Syriac
version, the African O d Latin manuscript h, and by the citations

of Acts by Cyprian and Augustine.®

#Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Test ament,

259.
330 postul ates Parker, s.v. "Codex Bezae Cantabrigiensis."

%Dates for the Codex Bezae have ranged fromthe fourth
century to the seventh; see Eldon Jay Epp, The Theol ogi cal
Tendency of Codex Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Society for New
Test ament Monograph Series 3, ed. Mtthew Bl ack (Canbri dge:

Canbri dge University Press, 1966). Hermann Josef Frede,

Al tl atei ni sche Paul us-Handschriften, Aus der Geschichte der

| at ei ni schen Bi bel 4 (Freiburg: Herder, 1964), 18, n. 4, suggests
a fourth century date. Parker, s.v. "Codex Bezae

Cat abridgiensis,” offers a date for the extant manuscript of
shortly before 400 C E,, although he states the basic formof the
text to date fromthe second century.

*Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament,
259; Epp, s.v. "Western Text." Epp also lists the church fathers
Marcion, Tatian (in his Diatessaron), |renaeus, Tertullian, and
Ephraem of Syria. B. F. Westcott and F. J. A Hort, The New
Testanment in the Original Geek (New York Harper, 1882), 2:112-
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The Western text differs fromthe Al exandrian text (and from
the eclectic but generally pro-Al exandrian critical editions of
Nestl e- Al and and the United Bible Societies) in being both | onger
and nore expansive in its |language. The Wstern text of the Acts
is significant for its nunerous additions. Consequently, the
resultant Western text of the Acts of the Apostles is about one-
ei ghth longer than the Al exandrian text.

Accounting for two differing texts of such early attestation
has posed a significant challenge. Wstcott and Hort descri bed
the Western text as a corruption of the neutral text (largely
synonynmous with the Al exandrian text), the result of a freely

" A similar conclusion was

creative revision of the latter.?
suggested by Janmes Hardy Ropes, who believed a single reviser

witing before 150 C.E. rewote the Al exandrian original, harno-
ni zing parallel accounts and providing consistency in the narra-
tive accounts.® In contrast, A. C. Cark argued that the West-

ern text represents the original conposition of the author of

13, adds to the above Justin Martyr, C enment of Al exandri a,
Hi ppol ytus, and Origen.

%See Epp, s.v. "Western Text." Metzger, A Textua
Commentary on the Greek New Testanment, xix, 260, reports a ten
percent increase in length for the Western text.

3’See Westcott and Hort, The New Testanent in the Oiginal
G eek, 2:122-25.

$James H. Ropes, The Text of Acts, The Begi nnings of
Christianity Part I: The Acts of the Apostles, vol. 3, ed. F. J.
Foakes Jackson and Kirsopp Lake (London: Macm |l an and Conpany,
1926), ccxxxi-xxxii, ccxliv-xlv.
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Acts, which was systematically abbreviated to formthe Al exan-
drian text.¥

The phenonenon of the Western text has al so been expl ai ned
by postulating that Luke wote two editions of the Acts of the
Apostles. The first of these was nmade for Theophilus, while the
second was conposed for the church at large.” Mny difficulties
are encountered in this proposal. C. S. C. WIlians notes that
"the two texts are so conflicting at many points that the sane

n 4l

aut hor coul d not have produced bot h. It does not seem pl ausi -

®A C. dark, The Acts of the Apostles: A Critical Edition,
Wth Introduction and Notes on Sel ected Passages (Oxford: The
Cl arendon Press, 1933), xx-v-xxxii. Kenyon, The Text of the
G eek Bible, 237-38, and Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the
G eek New Testanent, 266-67, note that in contrast to dark's
earlier work, The Primtive Text of the Gospels and Acts (Oxford:
The d arendon Press, 1914), dark replaced his previous theory of
an i nadvertent scribal om ssion with one of deliberate editorial
al teration.

““Thi s theory was devel oped by Friedrich Blass in tw works
whi ch he conposed in Latin: the first is Acta Apostolorum sive
Lucae ad Theophilumliber alter: secundum fornman quae videtur
Romanam (Lei pzi g: Teubner, 1896); followed by Euangelium secundum
Lucam sive Lucae ad Theophilumliber prior: secundum formam quae
vi detur Romanam (Lei pzi g: Teubner, 1897). Blass' argunent is
presented by Kenyon, The Text of the Greek Bible, 238; Epp, s.v.
"Western Text;" Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the G eek New
Testanent, 260-61. Blass is followed by Theodor Zahn,
Introduction to the New Testanent, trans. John Moore Trout (G and
Rapi ds: Kregel, 1987; reprint, 1909), 3:8-10; and J. M WI son,
The Acts of the Apostles Translated fromthe Codex Bezae with an
Introduction on its Lucan Origin and | nportance (London: Society
for Pronoting Christian Know edge, 1924). C S. C. WIIi anms,
Alterations to the Text of the Synoptic Gospels and Acts (Oxford:
Basi| Bl ackwell, 1951), 54, also includes Wlliam M Ransay in
this list of Blass supporters, although Ransay, St. Paul the
Traveller and Roman G tizen (G and Rapi ds: Baker Book House,

1979; reprint, London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1897), 23-27, speaks
di sparagi ngly of the Bezae Codex.

W 1lians, Alterations of the Synoptic Gospels and Acts,

54.
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bl e that Luke woul d have changed t he number of stipul ations of

t he Jerusal em council (Acts 15:20, 29), nor that he would have
contradicted hinmself as to the place of residence of Mason (Acts
21:16) . %

O hers have suggested that the Western text preserves in
witten formthe oral presentation of the Acts by Luke in Rome, ®
or that it was produced in a time when the preservation of
textual traditions was fluid.** F. G Kenyon postul ated that the
i ndi vi dual responsible for the Western additions was a comnpani on
of Paul who transcribed factual information from personal know -

edge. ® Several have suggested that the differences of the

“These exanpl es are from Metzger, A Textual Commentary on
the G eek New Testanent, 262. A simlar difficulty in the Gospe
of Luke is explaining the substitution in the Western text of the
Lukan geneal ogy with that found in the Gospel of Mtthew, see
Kenyon, The Western Text in the Gospels and Acts (London:
Hunphrey MIford, n.d.), 16

“Such was the suggestion of George Sal non, Sone Thoughts on
the Textual Criticismof the New Testanment (London: J. Mirray,
1897), 140.

“Epp, s.v. "Western Text," notes that "the dual features--
its early and wi despread use and its | ack of honopgeneity--
suggested to others that the Western' text mght represent very
early “unrevised textual traditions of the NI. . . ." That the
first two centuries of the transm ssion of the text was perceived
as being very fluid has been suggested by Westcott and Hort, The
New Testanment in the Original Geek, 2:120-26; and Martin
Di belius, "The Text of Acts: An Urgent Critical Task," Journal of
Religion 21 (1941) 421-31.

“See F. G Kenyon, The Text of the Greek Bible (London
Duckworth, 1937), 235-36. This specul ati on does not appear in
the 1975 edition of the sane title. However, Metzger, A Textual
Commentary on the G eek New Testanent, 272, notes that the
commttee responsible for the book of Acts in the UBS third
edition of the G eek New Testanent "judged that sonme of the
information incorporated in certain Wstern expansi ons nmay wel |
be factually accurate, though not deriving fromthe original
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Western text may be explained through Semtic influences.

Mat t hew Bl ack postul ates that the Al exandrian and Western text
types are two redactions fromthe same primtive "Aram zed" G eek
Text.“ Charles Cutler Torrey maintained that the Western text
represented the result of an Aramaic targum of the Al exandrian
text which had been retransl ated back into Geek.*  Still

ot hers have sought an explanation for the differences of the

Western text in the theol ogical biases exhibited in the text.“®

aut hor of Acts. F. F. Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (G eek
Text), notes that sonme of the Western additions are attractive
and may be accepted, "if they did not keep such questionabl e

conmpany. "

“Mat t hew Bl ack, An Aranmi ¢ Approach to the Gospels and
Acts, 3d ed. (Oxford: The C arendon Press, 1967), 279-80.

“’Charles Cutler Torrey, Docunments of the Primitive Church
(New York: Harper and Brothers, 1941), 112-48.

“®Phi | i ppe H. Menoud, "The Western Text and the Theol ogy of
Acts,” in Jesus Christ and the Faith: A Collection of Studies,
trans. Eunice M Paul, Pittsburgh Theol ogi cal Monograph Series 18
(Pittsburgh: Pickw ck Press, 1978), 61-83, sees a definite anti-
Jewi sh bias in the Western text, along with an enphasis on
universalism the Spirit, and alterations to the nane of Jesus.
The anti-Jew sh bias has been developed by G E. Rice, "The Anti -
Judaic Bias of the Western Text in the Gospel of Luke," Andrews
Uni versity Seminary Studies 18 (1980) 51-57; i1dem, "Sone Furt her
Exanpl es of Anti-Judaic Bias in the Western Text of the Gospel of
Luke," Andrews University Sem nary Studies 18 (1980) 149-56;

El don Jay Epp, "The "lIgnorance Motif' in Acts and Anti-Judaic
Tendenci es in Codex Bezae," Harvard Theol ogi cal Review 55 (1962)
51-62; and W Thiele, "Ausgewahlte Beispiele zur
Charakterisierung des "Westlichen' Textes der Apostel geschichte,”
Zeitschrift fir die neutestanentaliche Wssenschaft 56 (1965) 51-
63. However, this is disputed for the book of Acts by R P
Hanson, "The Provenance of the Interpolator of the Wstern Text
of Acts and of Acts Itself,” New Testanent Studies 12 (1965-66)
211-30; idem, "The |deaol ogy of Codex Bezae in Acts,” New
Testanent Studies 14 (1967-68) 282-86; C. K Barrett, "lIs There a
Theol ogi cal Tendency in Codex Bezae?" in Text and Interpretation:
Studies in the New Testanment Presented to Matthew Bl ack, ed.
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One may easily see the conplexity of solutions proposed for
the problens which the Western text raises. None of the above
expl anations of the origin of the Western text satisfactorily
explain the diversity of variations encountered in the Wstern
text of Acts itself. D. Ernst Haenchen notes that three types of
variants characterize the Western text: (1) "Der “westliche
Text zeigt in der Apg wie in den Evangelien und Paul usbriefen
ei ne Fulle kleiner Anderungen: sie wollen verdeutlichen und

"4 These minor variations not only clarify and explain

gl atten.
the text, but also on occasion introduce pious phrases or alter-
ations to the nane of Jesus. These changes do not actually
constitute a recension of the text, since they do not conprise a
unity. (2) "Anderungen anderer Art find dem “westlichen' Actert
eigentunmich."® The revisions of this category reveal the hand
of the reviser, and are characterized by both |ong and short
additions that elimnate seans and gaps, adding historical,

bi ographi cal, and geographical detail. (3) "Andere Anderungen

gehoéren nicht dem "westlichen" Text als sol chen an, auch nicht

sei nem Bearbeiter, von demw r soeben gesprochen haben, sondern

Ernest Best and R ML. WIlson (Canbridge: Canbridge University
Press, 1979), 15-27; M WIlson, "Luke and the Bezan Text of
Acts,” in Les Acts des Apltres: traditions, rédactions,

t héol ogi e, ed. J. Krener, et al, Bibliotheca Epheneri dum

Theol ogi carum Lovani ensi um 48 ( Genbl oux: Leuven University Press,
1979), 447-55.

“*Haenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 48.

°Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 48.
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"5l These

ei nem besti nmt en Koder, dem ber thnten Koder Bezae.
variations associated with the Codex Bezae exhi bit an assortnment
of scribal idiosyncrasies. Wile sone of these resenble
Aramai sms, Haenchen attributes themto scribal errors. Haenchen
concludes that, "in keinemder drei Falle liefert uns der
"westliche' Actaret den “urspringlichen' Text der Apg: das ist
die Lehre, die wir allmihlich zu lernen imBegriff find. ">

Al t hough the Western text cannot be denonstrated as a whol e
to represent a nore original text than that of the Al exandrian
recensi on, the individual variants may in thenselves represent a
superior witness to the original text. Consequently, the valid-
ity of the variant readings encountered in the text of Acts 15

3 The text of Acts 15 includes an

must be wei ghed i ndividually.?
abundance of textual variants.> Although the total number of

vari ants makes a detailed treatnment inpossible to pursue wthin

SHaenchen, Di e Apost el geschichte, 50.

Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 53.

*I'n light of the lack of an hypothesis that conprehensively
expl ains the relationship of the Western and Al exandri an texts,
the conmttee for the UBS third edition of the Geek New
Testament took an eclectic approach to the text of Acts, "in each
case [to] select the reading which comrends itself in the |ight
of transcriptional and intrinsic probabilities;" Metzger, A
Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testanent, 271-72.

*The UBS third edition records forty six variants in Acts
15:1-35. This, however, is only a partial representation of the
textual concerns of the chapter. Further variants are listed in
t he apparatus of the Nestle-Al and Novum Test anentum Graeca, 27th
ed. Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the G eek New Testanent,
426- 39, comments on additions and variations at 15:1-5, 4, 6, 7,
9, 12, 16, 18, 22, 26, 28, 30, 32, 33, which are not found in the
UBS third edition apparat us.

22



the paraneters of this sem nar paper, the textual issue of the

apostolic decree requires attention.

The Apostolic Decree

The apostolic decree is given in Acts 15:29. In addition,
it is presented proleptically in 15:20, and retrospectively in
21:25. In each of these three occurrences it presents a simlar
textual problem Bruce Metzger has summarized the textual issue
of the apostolic decree as follows:>® First, the Al exandrian
text, along with nost other texts, list four itens of prohibition
i ncunbent upon the Gentile believers: Ja<,f*F8T<,J-HB@D<,\"H,
JOO B<46J@d, and J@P E:"'J@H. Second, the Western text omits JA@Q
B<46J0@ and adds a negative fornulation of the Golden rule
(15:20: 6" AOF" —< -= 2X8TF4<0""'LI@AH (\<,F2'"4 ©JXD@4H - - B@4, A<,
15:29: 6" AOF" :-2X8,J, 0"'LI@AH (\<,F2"'4 ©IXD@4H - - B@4,A<). % Third,
what may be the Caesarean text onits 6'"AJ-HB@D<,\""H/ 6"ABD@<,\"H.

The various fornmul ati ons of the apostolic decree open the
guestions of (1) whether three or four prohibitions are in view,
and (2) whether these prohibitions are to be seen as entirely

cerenonial in nature, entirely ethical, or a conbination of both

*Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Test ament,
430.

However, there are Western exenpl ars which do not omit
B<46J0@ and yet include the negative fornulation of the Gold,<
Rul e; for 15:20 see it® % for 15:29 see 614, it*® and it™%,
In addition, neither E nor 614 (both classified as Western)
excl ude B<46J@2 nor include the negative Golden Rule in 15: 20.
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et hi cal and cerenoni al el enents. ®

Cenerally, the Al exandrian
and Western traditions are juxtaposed as being cerenonial or
ethical in character, respectively.® However, the supposed
readi ng of the Caesarean text would contain three el enents of
prohi bition that may be described as cerenonial in nature: a
prohi bition agai nst idols (perhaps with an enphasis on food
offered to idols), one against eating things which were stran-
gled, and a prohibition against eating neat with its bl ood.*®

The Western text, with the onmi ssion of B<46J@@ and the inclusion
of the negative expression of the Golden Rule, has been portrayed
as applying ethical stipulations upon the Gentile believers.®
The Al exandrian fornulation with four elenents of prohibition has

ei ther been seen as consisting of entirely cerenonial prohibi-

tions or incorporating both cerenonial and ethical conponents.®

>Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament,
430.

*®See the reconstruction of the textual history of the
apostolic degree offered by Ropes, The Text of Acts, 269. See
al so Met zger, 431-33; Barrett, "The Apostolic Degree of Acts
15.29," 51.

*The details of the prohibition will be discussed in the
exegesi s of this passage.

®See Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (Geek Text), 299;
Ropes, The Text of Acts, 269; C. K Barrett, "The Apostolic
Decree of Acts 15.29," Australian Biblical Review 25 (1987) 50,
Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the G eek New Testanent, 431

®Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15:29," 50-59,
argues that the elenents of the decree cannot be easily divided
bet ween those that are cerenonial in tenor and those which are
ethical. Although Barrett does not state a preference for either
the Al exandrian or Western text tradition, the inplication is
that the elenents of both traditions of the apostolic decree
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Eval uating the external evidence nakes the supposed Caesar -
i an reading, omtting 6"AJ-HB@D<,\"H 6"ABD@<,\"H, questi onabl e.
Met zger notes first of all that the actual existence of a Caesar-
ean recension for the book of Acts, as well as the relationship
of that recension to that of the Al exandrian and Western text

types, is uncertain.® Apart fromthe Chester Beatty papyrus p*,

the attestation for the omssion is relegated to quotations or
al lusions by Origen, Gaudentius, and Vigilius, and ancient Latin
(vg nmss), Arnenian (arnm), an Ethiopic (eth ro) versions. |Its
om ssion fromthese manuscripts may be explained as an attenpt to
ensure that all of the elenments of prohibition fall in the realm
of cerenonial, rather than ethical, stipulations.®

The readi ng ascribed to the Western text, with the om ssion
of B<46J@@ and the inclusion of a negative fornulation of the
Golden Rule, inplies a threefold noral injunction to refrain from
idolatry (Ja<,f*F8T<), unchastity (J-HB@D<,\"H), and the shed-
ding of blood (J@2"E:""J@H).* Key to this exposition of the

i ncorporate both cerenonial and ethical aspects.

®2Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testanent,
430; see also Kenyon, The Text of the Greek Bible, 220-23, who
notes that the Caesarean text is definable largely only as it
applies to the CGospel of Mark.

®See Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New
Testament, 430-31. Metzger continues by suggesting that B@D<,\
is not in conflict with an essentially cerenonial construct of
the decree if it is taken to refer to marriage outside Levitical
l[imtations (Lev. 18:6-8) or m xed marriages with pagans (Num
25:1).

®See Metzger, A Textual Conmentary of the Greek New
Testanent, 431.
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apostolic decree is the understanding of "E:" as a reference to

> The dictum of textual criticism

the taking of life, or murder.®
giving preference to the shorter reading,® while the | ess robust
external attestation mtigates against the inclusion of the
negati ve Golden Rule. Additionally, it is easier to explain this
reading as an attenpt to give ethical rectitude to the stipul a-
tions of the decree than to explain the fourfold prohibition with
its mixed stipulations as an expansion of the Western text.®
The fourfold prohibition presented in the Al exandrian
readi ng of the apostolic decree enjoys the external support of
the attestation by the letter uncials ¥, A B, and C. The
excl usion of the negative fornulation of the Gol den Rul e argues

for the Al exandrian reading as shorter than the Wstern reading,

®See Metzger, A Textual Conmentary on the Greek New
Testanment, 431; Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29,"
52. This issue will be addressed in the | ater exegesis of the
text.

%see Greenl ee, Introduction to New testanent Textual
Criticism 114-15; Cranford, Exegeting the New Testanment, 40-41.

®Barrett, "The Apostolic Degree of Acts 15.29," 51, notes
that "students of Acts, having made this distinction between a
cerenoni al and ethical decree, have often (though not al ways)
gone on to argue that, though the production of a cerenonial
decree at the tinme when Christianity was energing from Judai sm
woul d be under st andabl e enough, such a decree would lose its
rel evance in the course of the second century, so that one may
reasonably conclude that the A d Uncial [largely Al exandrian]
formis original, and that the Western form arose, probably in
the second century, as an edited, revised version.”" Such a view
wor ks agai nst the Western reading, satisfying the dictumthat the
readi ng fromwhich the other readings in a variant could nost
easily have devel oped is preferable; see Geenlee, Introduction
to New Testanment Textual Criticism 115; Cranford, Exegeting the
New Testanent, 1:41.
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favoring the former. As noted above, this fourfold fornulation
best explains the others, and al so gains favor as representing
t he nost theol ogically obtuse reading, thus satisfying the dictum

that the readi ng which appears nore difficult is preferable.®

%®see Greenl ee, Introduction to New Testanent Textual
Criticism 115; Cranford, Exegeting the New Testanent, 1:41.
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CHAPTER TWO
EXECESI S OF ACTS 15:1-35

Exegeti cal Qutline

(1-6) A situation arises in Antioch between Judean Chris-
ti ans and Paul and Bar nabas.
A (1-2) Judaizers visit Antioch

1. (1) The Judai zers advocated circuntision as a
condition of salvation.
2. (2) I'n the face of controversy Paul and Barnabas

were sent to Jerusal em

B. (3-6) Paul and Barnabas go up to Jerusal em
1 (3) The entourage travels through Phoenicia and
Samari a.
2. (4-5) Paul and Barnabas were wel coned by the
church and reported what God had done.
3 (6) Some of the Pharisee converts insist on cir-
cunti sion for the Gentiles.
(7-29) A council is convened in Jerusal em
A (7) The council neets.
B. (8-P5) Peter speaks on behalf of Gentile converts.
1 (8) Peter speaks.
a. (P1) Peter rem nds the church of its previous
m ssion to the CGentiles.
b. (P2-P3) The heart knowi ng God bore witness to
the Gentiles and indiscrimnately purified
t hem
C. (P4-P5) Peter questions the inposition of the
Mosiac law in light of salvation by faith.
C. (9-10) Paul and Barnabas address the council.
D. (11-J5) Janes addresses the council.

1. (11) Janes speaks.
a. (J1) Janes conmmands attention
b. (J2-0OT5) Peter's report is confirmed as ful -

fillment of God's desire.

(1 (J2) Janes affirns Peter's account.

(2) (J3) Peter's report correlates with the
wor ds of the prophets.

(3) (Ori1-0r5) Janmes cites Anps 9:11-12.

C. (J3-4) Janes presents his decision

(1) (J3) Janes decides the stipulations of
t he decr ee.

(2) (J4) Janes supports his decision
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E. (12-L5) Aletter is addressed to Gentile Christians.
1. (12) An delegation is sent with a letter.
a. 1) The letter opens.
b.

(L
(L2-L4)
(1) (L2) The reason for the delegation is
t he di spute concerning Gentile believers
by an unaut hori zed del egati on.
(2) (L3) The delegation is identified.
(3) (L4) The stipulations of the decree are
pr esent ed.
(L5) The letter closes.
11, (13-18) The Church of Antioch receives the letter fromthe
Jerusal em chur ch.
A (13-15) The letter is received in Antioch.
B (16-17) Judas and Silas substantiate the nessage of the
letter.
C. (18) Paul and Barnabas continue in Antioch.

Exegeti cal Overvi ew

Acts 15:1-35 consists of an interchange between alternating
narrative elenments and speeches. The narrative el enents define
t he pericope both geographically and tenporally. Tenporally, the
passage noves in a linear fashion fromthe beginning of the
conflict over Gentile converts in 15:1 to the conmuni cation of
the resolution of the conflict in 15:30-35. Geographically, the
passage noves between Antioch and Jerusalem It begins in
Antioch with the arrival of people from Judea (resulting in
di sputation), and ends with the departure of the envoys Judas and
Silas returning fromAnti och to Jerusal em (acconpanied with
resol ution), coincided with Paul and Barnabas' renainder in
Antioch. Jerusalemplays a central role in both the inception of
t he probl em concerning the Judai zers and the Gentile converts as
well as its solution. Earl Richard notes that:

The i ssue emanates from Judea, is inserted into the non-

Pal estinian setting of the Gentile Mssion, and is referred

back to its source for a solution. There, after being
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refornul ated by appropriate representatives, the issue is
debated and resolved. Finally, from Jerusal em cones the
remedy for the original disruption.®
Consequently, both the problem of the Judaizing Christians
demands upon the CGentile converts and its solution nmay be | ocated
in Jerusal em
Richard has identified certain structural indicators of the
peri cope. © The problemwhich is presented in 15:2 (.0JZ:"),
i nvol vi ng di ssensi on (FJVF4H) and debate (.0JZF4H), will be
resolved in the final episode in 15:31 (B"D"68ZF4H). This
debate (.0JZF4H), introduced in 15:2, is reintroduced in Jerusa-

lemin 15:7." Its resolution is both signified by the approva

®Earl Richard, "The Divine Purpose: The Jews and the
Gentile Mssion (Acts 15)," in Luke-Acts: New Perspectives from
the Society of Biblical Literature Sem nar, ed. Charles H
Tal bert (New York: Crossroad, 1983), 190. Richard suggests that
Jerusal em pl ays both a spatial and a rhetorical role in Acts 15:
"not only do all post-crucifixion events occur in or around the
holy city, but also every inpetus, enbassy, or ideational thrust-
-regardl ess how reluctant or questionable--arises fromor is
related to Jerusalem The inportance of Jerusalemfor Luke in
both the gospel and Acts has been noted by Eduard Lohse, s.v.
"E4f<, 23, D@LF"BZ-,{S D@F 8L:", {3,DOF@8L-\JOH, " in Theol ogi ca
Dictionary of the BEM/Testanent 10 vols., ed. Cerhard Kittel and
CGerhard Friedrich, trans. GEoffrey W Broniley (Grand Rapi ds:
WIlliam B. Eerdmans, 1964-76), and Hans Conzelmann, Die Mtte der
Zeit: Studien zur Theol ogi e des Lukas, 3d ed. (Tubingen: J. B. C
Mohr, 1960), 66-86, 124-27.

Ri chard, "The Divine Purpose: The Jews and the Gentile
M ssion (Acts 15)," 189-90. In turn, R chard cites S. A
Paninolle, |l discorso i Pietro all' assenblea apostolica
(Bol ogna: Dehoni ane, 1976), 175-98.

'So Richard, "The Divine Purpose,” 189. Wile .0JZF4H re-
occurs in 157, the debate is not far fromthe surface. The
contention of the converted Pharisees finds expression in 15;5,
and the assenbly is convened "to see about this matter" (£*,A<

B,DAJ@L 8™ (@L J@bJAL) .
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(*@6XT plus the dative, 15:22) of Janes decision (6D\<T, 15:19)
and communi cated through a witten letter.

The surface structure of Acts 15:1-35 may be divided into
three sections: 15:1-5; 6-29; and 30-35.% First, there is an
introductory narrative primarily situated in Antioch which
i ntroduces the controversy concerning the Gentile converts and
the Judai zers in 15:1-5. This is conplenmented by closing narra-
tive section presented in 15:30-35 which is also situated in
Anti och, and which presents the resolution derived as a result of
the council. Between these two narrative sections is the counci
itself in 15:6-29. This mddle section nay be viewed as consi st -
ing of presentations supporting the outcone of the council.

First is a short narrative el enent which introduces the counci

“The presence of z¥<@bP< in both 15:3 and 15:30 opens the
possibility that the passage divides at these |ocations (15:1-2;
3-29; 30-35) rather than that suggested in the text. Friedrich
Bl ass and Al bert Debrunner, G ammti k des neutestanentlichen
Giechisch, 14th ed., ed. Friederich Rehkopf (Godttingen
Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1976), 381 (section 451, n. 3), notes
of the use of ¥<@P< in Acts: "es wird hier teils angegeben,
was weiter geschah, teils die Summe aus dem Vor her gehenden
gezogen, um den Ubergang zu etwas Neuem zu bilden.” C F. D
Moul e, An Idiom Book of New Testanent G eek, 2d ed. (Canbridge:
Canbridge University Press, 1959), 162-63, also lists the
majority of occurrences of -¥<@P< in Acts as having this
resunptive use. However, it is not clear if this resunptive
qual ity expresses nerely a summary or a new thought. This
conjunction appears to be enployed in opening paragraphs in Acts
1:6; 5:41; 8:4. Aternatively, in Acts -¥<@P< often denotes a
narrative summary, generally located at the end of a unit of
t hought; see 1:18; 2:41; 8:25; 17:12; 23:18. 1In the latter case,
the summary usual ly incl udes geographical or spatial novenent on
the part of the subject. Such as use of :¥<@P<is not
inconsistent with its enploynent in 15:3 and 15: 30, suggesting a
second alternative division of the text as follows: 15:1-4; 5-
30; 31-35.
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in 15:6. Next conmes the speech given by Peter which recounts the
conversion of Cornelius (15:7-11). A second narrative el enent,
portraying the presentation given by Paul and Barnabas of their
first mssionary journey (15:12), separates the speech of Peter
fromthat of Janes (15:13-21). A third narrative el enent (15:22-
23a) introduces a letter which proclains the decision of the
council to the churches (15:23b-29). 7

Ri chard al so notes dynami cs of deep structure at work in the
passage. Keying on the repetition of .0JZF4H ("debate"), Richard

notes the followng parallels in the dynam cs invol ved:

a statenent (1) a' statenment (5)
b debate (2a) b' debate (7a)
C report: conversion c' speech: conversion c¢'' speech
of the Gentiles of the Gentiles and
(2b-3) (7b-11) sequel
(13f)
d "what God d" "what God has d'' preaching:
has done" (4) done" (12) God's work
(34)74

"Ri chard, "The Divine Purpose," 190, divides the council of
Acts 15:6-29 into two sections: debate (15:6-21) and resolution
(15:22-29). In the viewof this witer, such a format i s not
readi |y apparent. Janmes speech is not given in the character of
conti nued debate but of resolution (not the use of 6D\<T in
15:19). In any event, the "debate"” as it is presented by Luke is
one-si ded t hroughout.

“The citation of Acts 15:34 at this point nust be a
m sprint or a typographical error on the part of Richard or the
publisher. Acts 15:34 is a verse of highly dubious textual
ancestry, and appears either bracketed or not at all in nost
nodern transl ations; see Metzger, A Textual Conmentary on the
Greek New Testanent, 439. However, even if one accepts the
verse, it is difficult to see howit stands in parallel with the
other "d" elenents in Richard's schema. It is this witer's
j udgenent that Richard actually nmeant to cite 15:32, in which
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Each "statenent" (a) introduces a Judaizing group that nakes
demands upon the CGentile converts which provokes debate (b).
Consequently, 15:6-12 may be seen as a replay of the debate and
di ssension of 15:2. The "c" parallels in Richard' s schena
advances the response to the Judaizers in terns of expressions of
God's purpose in dealing with the Gentiles. Each presentation
deepens the | evel of expression of purpose. The purpose of God
calling a people for Hs nane (15:17) as it is first expressed

t hrough Paul and Barnabas' 15:2b-3 report of the conversion of
the Gentiles on their mssionary journey is deepened by the

ant ecedent expression of purpose in Peter's recollection of his
experience with the conversion of Cornelius and his household in
15: 7b- 11, which is in turn shown by Janes' citation of Arps to
have its antecedent in the purpose of God as expressed by the

prophet s.

Exegesi s
(1-6) A Situation Arises in Antioch

(1-2) Judai zers visit Antioch

The narrative of Acts 15:1-5 consists of two subsections
(15:1-2 and 15:3-5). Haenchen notes that the first of these

provi des the inpetus which | eads to the apostolic council: ™

Judas and Silas prophetically confirmwhat God is dojng anong the
Gentiles (*4q8° 8&LB@88@®B"D 6V8,F"'< JOxH «* , 8N@xH 6"*A

B, FJZD4>"<) al though this is not entirely parallel with the two
other "d" el ement s (d and d'), in that these refer to
particularly the mnistry of Paul and Barnabas.

“Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 399.
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D e | ukani sche Erzahlung beginnt mt einer Art Dorspiel:
wir erfahren, wie es zur Derhandlung in Jerusal em gekommen
ist. Die von jerusal em schen Judai sten beunruhi gte Genei nde
Antiochi as sendet Paul us und Barnabas zu den Aposteln und
Al testen, umdi efen di e Befchnei dungsfrage zur Entschei dung
vor zul egen.
The controversy was initiated by Ji<,H...*BTz3@L*'"\"'H. The i ndi -
vidual s from Judea are not further identified. It does not seem
unreasonable to identify these individuals fromJudea with the
Ji< HJa< BT J-H "EDXF, TH J&< M"'D4F'"\T< B,B4FJ,L6"J,H of 15:5.7
Such an identification is supported by the Western text (notably
Q, 614, 1799, 2412, syr h ngy), which adds J&<B,B4FJ,L6 JT< BT
J-H"EDXF, THJA< M"D4F""\T< after z3@L*'"\"'H.”” These i ndi vi dual s
have al so been identified with the "false brethren" of Galatians
2:4.® They may have been numbered anobng the nen "from James" of

Gal ati ans 2:12, ™ al though 15:24 makes it clear that there ac-

®So Sinmon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of the Acts of the

Apostles, New Testanment Conmmentary (G and Rapi ds: Baker Books,
1990), 538; John B. Pohill, Acts, The New American Comrentary 26,
ed. David S. Dockery, et al (Nashville: Broadnman Press, 1992),
323; WIlliamJ. Larkin, Acts, The IVP New Testanent Comrentary
Series, ed. Gant R Gsborne (Downers Gove, IL: Intervarsity
Press, 1995), 218. Bauernfeind, D e Apostel geschichte des Lukas,
188, dism sses this identification based upon his eval uation that
15:1 and 15:5 derive fromdifferent sources.

"See Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the New Testanent,
426; Luke Tinothy Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, Sacra Pagi na
5 (Collegeville: Mchael dazier, 1992), 259.

®See Alfred Loisy, Les Actes des Apotres (Paris: Enile
Nourry, 1920), 564-65.

“See F. F. Bruce, The Book of the Acts, rev., The New
I nternational Commentary on the New Testanent, ed. F. F. Bruce
(Gand Rapids: WIliam B. Eerdmans, 1988), 286.
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tions were unauthorized by the church in Jerusal em @iH@U
*4 FJ,48V:,2". %
The i nperfect verb }*\*"F6@< is ingressive, the trouble

' The crux of

started when those from Judea began teaching.®
their teaching was that circuntision was necessary for salvation.
The present indicative verb *b<"F2, is |listed by Dana and Mantey
as a permssive mddle, indicating a voluntary yielding of the
agent to the results of an action, or seeking to secure the

results of an action in the agent's own interest.®

However, the
verb may easily be a m ddl e/ passi ve deponent. Either way, the
debate which follows nust center on the requirenent of circunti-
sion for salvation. The act of circuntision alone is not por-

t.% Both the circunctisions of

trayed by Luke in a negative ligh
John the Baptist and Jesus are recorded wi thout reservation,® as

is that of Timpthy.® Luke records Stephen's inclusion of the

8That Luke wi shed to distance these individuals fromthe
church of Jerusal em may account for their description as from
Judea, rather than from Jerusal emm see Hans Conzel nann, Acts of
t he Apostles: A Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, trans.
Janmes Linburg, et al, Herneneia, ed. Hel mut Koester, et al
(Phi | adel phia: Fortress Press, 1987), 115; Haenchen, D e
Apost el geschi chte, 383; Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 258-
59.

81See Larkin, Acts, 218.

®H E. Dana and Julius R Mantey, A Manual G ammar of the
G eek New Testanent (New York: Macm |lan, 1955), 160.

8see Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 259.

8Luke 1:59 and 2:21, respectively.
®Acts 16: 3.
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ritual in the speech of the martyr without negative conment. %

By instructing that circuntision was a requirenent for sal vation,
t he peopl e from Judea may have been attenpting to place upon the
Gentile converts the simlar stipulations requisite upon Gentile

prosel ytes to Judaism®

8acts 7: 8.

8Somre anbi guity exists concerning the requirenent of
circuntision for CGentile proselytes to Judaism The practi ce,
instituted in Gen. 17:9-14, was recognized in antiquity as a
di stingui shing feature of Judaism see Herodotus Histories
1.104.2-3; Diodorus Siculus 1.28.3; 1.55.5; Josephus Wars of the
Jews 1. 34-35; idem Antiquities of the Jews 1.192, 214; 12.26;
Against Apion 1.168-71; Tacitus Histories 5.5; Petronius
Fragments 37. Failure to practice circuntision was consi dered by
pi ous Jews to be equivalent with apostasy; see 1 Maccabees 1:11-
15; Philo, On the Migration of Abraham 89-92. Circuntision as a
practice by prosel ytes has been recorded as early as c. 160
B.C.E. in Judith 14:10. However, it is not clear that the
requi renent was universally required of proselytes. Josephus
Life 112-13 records that the nobles from Trachonitis who joi ned
the Jewi sh forces in Galilee were pressured to be circuntised,
al t hough Josephus disallowed the requirenent. It is not
apparent, however, that these were proselytes. That there was
debate anong the Jews thensel ves over the requirenments for
prosel ytes can be seen in the differing instruction given by
Anani as and El eazar to |zates concerning his circuntision; see
Josephus Antiquities of the Jews 20.38-48. Neil J. MEIl eney,
"Conversion, G rcuntision and the Law," New Testanent Studies 20
(1974) 328-29, suggests that Philo Questions and Answers on
Exodus 2.2 argues that circuntision is not required by the
Al exandrian Jew sh phil osopher for proselytes who otherw se
conforminwardly to Judaism MEleney is countered by John
Nol I and, "Uncircunti sed Prosel ytes?" Journal for the Study of
Judai sm 12 (1981) 173-79, who notes that Philo distinguishes
bet ween an inward and outward circuntision, and that the outward
ci rcuncti sion synbolizes the true inward circuntision; see Philo
On Dreams 2.25; idem On the Special Laws 1. 304-06. However, the
physical ritual was still required; see Philo On the Migration of
Abraham 92. That Epictetus The Discourses 2.9. 20-24 speaks of
Jewi sh prosel ytes who practice only baptismw thout circuntision
is problematic in that he may have confused Judaismw th a Jew sh
Christian sect; see Nolland, "Uncircuntised Prosel ytes?" 179-82.
Scot McKnight, A Light anong the Gentiles: Jewish Mssionary
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In the nidst of the resulting controversy (FJVF,TH6"A
_0JZF, TH@U6 T8\(OH), it is decided to send a del egation to Jeru-
salemfor resolution to the debate (15:2). The subject for
§8J'">"< is not identified. The Western text indicates that it was
t he individuals who had conme from Judea (the variant specifies
Jerusal en) who had charged Paul and Barnabas to go to Jerusal em
for judgenent.® The reference in 15:3 to BD@B, :N2X<J,HRBT J-H
16680F\"'"H sets the context for 8J"P'"<: the inplied subject
signifies "the involvenment of the entire congregation at Antioch

and its | eaders in the appointment."®

(3-6) Paul and Barnabas go up to Jerusal em

Acts 15:3-5 recounts the journey to and arrival at Jerusa-

lem The :¥<@U< introduces a narrative summary, in this case a

Activity in the Second Tenple Period (M nneapolis: Fortress
Press, 1991), 81-82, notes that the rabbinic opinions expressed
on the subject are not unanbi guous until the later traditions.
McKni ght, 82, after surveying noncanoni cal and rabbinic Jew sh
sources, concludes that "circuntision was seen as an act whereby
the mal e convert denonstrated his zeal for the law and his
willingness to join Judaismw thout reservation.” However, he
hesitates "to conclude that circuntision was a requirenent

t hroughout Second Tenpl e Judai sm because the evidence is not
conpl etel y unanbi guous and there may have been sone diversity on
the matter." MKnight quickly adds, however, that "C rcuntision
was probably required for nale converts nost of the time and in
nost | ocal expressions of Judaism"”

. B%@E*¥ 1808L2"<J,H Bl z3,DALF'8-: B"DZ((,48"'< ""UJ@AH J& A""'b8a&
6" A#"D<"$” 6"\ J4F4< —88@4H «<""$'"\<,4<. See Metzger, A Textual
Commentary on the New Testanent, 426-27; Johnson, The Acts of the
Apostles, 259-60; Richard N Longenecker, "The Acts of the
Apostles,” in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol. 9, ed. Frank
E. Gaebelein, et al (Gand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981), 443.

8Longenecker, "The Acts of the Apostles," 443; see al so
Ki st emaker, Acts, 539.
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O Phoenicia

travel summary, which is not uncomon in Luke-Acts.®
and Samaria were areas of previous evangelism® Haenchen
not es: %
Dass Lukas in V. 3 die Reise dieser Delegation durch
Phoni zi en und Samarien schildert, scheint uUberflldssig. Aber
di e freude der dortigen Judenchristen uUber die heidenm ssion
zei gt dem Leser sofort: es ist nicht das ganze
Judenchri stentum das di e Beschneidung fordert, sondern nur
eine kleine Mnderheit eifert dafir.
One shoul d recogni ze, however, that these churches were the
result of the Hellenistic mssion which followed Stephen's
martyrdom * The del egati on was wel | received in Jerusal em by
the church (*BTJ-H!6680F\"H), apostles (J&<<*B@FJ 8T<), and the
el ders (JA<BD,F$LIXDT<). Those who stand in opposition are «BT
J-H ""EDXF, THJ&< M"'B4F""\T<B,B4FJ,L6>J,H (15:5). Conzel mann under -
stands the debate of 15:5 to be one which rises anew rather than
a continuation of the debate of 15:1.% The presence of two
debates cannot be used to inply that 15:1-2 and 1:3-33 are based
on different sources. Haenchen suggests that the two conflicts

play a dramatic literary role in pressing the Jerusalemchurch to

OFor exanple, Acts 8:25. See Blass and Debrunner,
Granmati k des neutestanentlichen Giechisch, 381 (section 451, n
3); Moule, An Idiom Book of New Testanment G eek, 162-63.

%See Acts 8:40; 9:32-43; and Acts 8:4-25 for Phoenicia and
Samaria, respectively.

“Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 399.

%See Bruce, The Book of the Acts (English text), 288.

%Conzel mann, Acts of the Apostles, 116.
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cone to a decision concerning the Gentiles converts.®

However,
Bruce suggests that the two groups insisting on circuntision nmay
differ in degree: the first group from Judea insisted circunti-
sion was necessary for salvation, while the second, the pharisaic
believers in Jerusalem may have insisted on circuntision as a
vehicle for recognition by and fellowship with Jewi sh Chris-
tians.® Bruce's position is bolstered if one understands the

resulting apostolic decree (15:29) as a neans to guarantee table

fell owshi p.

(7-29) A Council is Convened in Jerusal em

(7) The Council Meets

The council, which is convened in 15:6, consists of four
epi sodes. The first consists of Peter's speech in support of the
Gentile mssion (15:7-11). This is followed by a short narrative
concerning the report of Paul and Barnabas (15:12). A third
prot agani st, James, offers his decision in a speech (15:13-21).
These three protagani st epi sodes are foll owed by a fourth epi sode
whi ch consists of the short narrative describing the decision to
send the apostolic decree by letter and the content of the letter

itself (15:22-29).

(8-P5) Peter speaks on behalf of Gentile converts

®Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 399; see al so Conzel mann,
Acts of the Apostles, 116.

%Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (G eek text), 291
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The speech which Peter delivers is categorized by F. F
Bruce as a deliberative speech.® The neeting is characterized
as consisting of the apostles and the el ders (@F *B FJ@8@46"A @E
BD,F$bJ,D@4). Although this portrays a neeting of only the
| eadership of the church, its attendance nmay be described as BQg<
JIB8-2@H in 15:12. %

Peter's speech will support the outcone of the apostolic
decree in two ways: The first way is through a recapitul ation of
t he conversion of Cornelius and his household and the discussions
whi ch took place at that tinme. Peter notes that the Cornelius
i nci dent occurred sonetine in the past: eN'©:,Da<eDP"\T<
(15:7). Conzel mann suggests that the phrase as a literary device
"transfornms the story of Cornelius into the "classic' proto-

"9 However, others note that some |ength of tine has

t ype.
passed sense the earlier incident.® The question arises as to

why the Jerusal em church is now faced with a probl em which

%See F. F. Bruce, The Speeches in the Acts of the Apostles
(London: Tyndal e Press, 1942), 5-8. Bruce categorizes the
speeches in Acts as evangelistic, deliberative, apologetic, and
hortatory.

%See Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (Greek text), 292;
Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 261; Haenchen, D e
Apost el geschi chte, 385; Loisy, Actes des Apotres, 581.

®Conzel mann, Acts of the Apostles, 116.

10see Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (Geek text), 292;
Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 404; Pohill, Acts, 326; R C H
Lenski, The Interpretation of the Acts of the Apostles
(M nneapolis, MN: Augsburg, 1961) 602. The tinme passed is
suggested to be about ten years, which would be the "early days"
of the church
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appeared resolved in Acts 11:1-18. Haenchen suggests that the
Cornelius episode in the intervening years "es vollig dem

Bewusst sei n ent schwand. " %

He suggests that the Pharisees who
had becone believers only did so after the Cornelius incident,
and that the congregation had largely forgotten it. Johannes
Munck suggests that the church did indeed accept the divine
appoi ntment of Cornelius' salvation, but that they did not
understand the offer of salvation to be decreed for uncircuntised
Gentiles beyond Cornelius and his i medi ate househol d. *

The purpose of Peter's speech is to show that both the
Gentile and Jew sh believer share the sane fate of sal vation
{?6"D*4@(<FFJO2, H refers to God's ability to see and determn ne

% The deternination is based on

the destiny of believers.
internal, rather than external, criteria.'™ The events of the

Cor nel i us epi sode exhibits the positive aspects that both Gentile
and Jew sh believers share: the gift of the Spirit and sal vation

through faith. The |anguage which is used in Peter's speech is

Olpenchen, Die Apostel geschi chte, 404.

1025ee Johannes Munck, Paul us und di e Heil sgeschichte, Acta
Jutl andi ca, Teol ogi sk Serie 6 (Aarhus: Universitetsforlaget,
1954), 224.

1%see Johannes B. Bauer, "5"D*4@(<FFJOH, ein unbeachter
Aspekt (Apg 1,24; 15, 8)," Biblische Zeitschrift 32 (1988) 114,
notes that in "das Herz auch Sitz der schicksal haften Besti nmung
des Menschen ist, des ihm persoénlich zugeteilten Loses.” The
concept of the heart knowing God is illustrated by Tobit 6:17, in
whi ch God has prepared a wife fitting for Tobias' destiny from
eternity. Bauer also illustrates this concept with Psalms of
Solomon 14:8; Prov. 20:27; Jer. 1:5.

%j0hnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 262.
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5

strongly remniscent of that earlier event.® The use of

6""2"D\F""H i s suggestive that YO02,TH!6"2VD4F,< Fx :- 6@\<@L. %
Haenchen notes that "mag der heide als solcher unrein sein, we
das der Jude behauptet, so hat doch Gott in ihmdie innere
Rei nheit geschaffen." )4X6D4<,< is al so suggestive of the
Cor nel i us epi sode. ¥’

The second way in which Peter's speech will support the
out cone of the apostolic council is through arguing that both
Gentile and Jewish Christians share a simlar experience with
keeping the Law in regards to salvation (15:10-11). Acts 15:10
has appeared to several commentators to be inappropriate fromthe
nmouth of Peter. Haenchen notes that "es ist deitlich, dass hier
ni cht di e Denkweife des historischen Petrus referiert wird. Denn
dem strengen Juden galt das Cesetz kei nswegs als untragbare

LaSt ] n 108

| nstead, Peter presents the attitude of the Centiles
concerning the Law. that it was a vast collection of conmands
and prohibitions that no person could satisfy. Josef Zm jewski

presents the view that Luke has Peter function as the representa-

105gee Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 262.

%6act s 10: 15.

YI'n Acts 10:20 Peter was told to acconpany the nessengers
of Cornelius :-0*¥<*4"6D4<™:,<@H, which is recounted in 11:12; see
Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 262.

%8aenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 400: see al so Munck, The
Acts of the Apostles, 139.
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tive of Paul,!® presenting a salvation through faith and grace.
However, others suggest that the words of Peter's speech concern-
ing the Law represent neither the common Jew sh view nor that of
Paul . 1
John Nol I and notes that .L(1<...0<@UJ, @EB"JIXD,H°:&a<@lJ,

O: AHEFPDF":,<$"FJVF"4 is generally viewed in three ways: ™ (1)
an oppressive burden of demands inpossible to bear; (2) a recog-
nition of the conprom sed position of those who nmake demands on

Gentile believers; (3) a burden which proved too oppressive for

19)0sef Zmijewski, Die Apostel geschichte: Ubersetzt und
erkl drt, Regensburger Neues Testanment, ed. Al fred WKkenhauser, et
al (Regensburg: Friedrich Pustet, 1994), 566, cites F. Missner,
Apg., 92, that Peter functioned "als Verttreter des Paulinismnus;"”
this witer was unable to discern a fuller citation of Miussner's
Apg. either in Zmjewski's bibliography or through other
resour ces.

107mi j ewski, Die Apostel geschichte: Ubersetzt und erkl ért,
566. Rudolf Pesch, Di e Apostelgeschichte, Evangelisch-
kat hol i scher Kommentar zum Neuen Testanent 5 (Zurich: Benziger,
1986) 2: 78, nmakes a simlar point, although it is cast "in einer
anderen (petrinischen) Term nol ogie."

Mhaenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 387, n. 1

D ese Aussage entspricht weder der judi schen noch der
paul i ni schen Theol ogie. N cht der judischen: sie sah im
Cesetz eine Bevorzugung und eine hilfe. Der Begriff "das
Joch (des Gesetzes)" bezeichnet die religidsen Pflichten und
enthalt keine Kl age Uber Schwi erigkeit oder
Untertraglichkeit des Gesetzes. . . . N cht der

paul i ni schen: sie sah Gesetz ein Mttel, mt dem der Mensch
sei nen Ei genruhm zu gew nnen sucht und das ihn damt von
CGott entfernt.

See al so Conzel mann, Acts of the Apostles, 117; Minck, The Acts
of the Apostles, 139.

12j30hn Noll and, "A Fresh Look at Acts 15:10," New Test ament
Studies 27 (1980) 109.
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even the Jews thenselves to bear. Such views both seem out of
keeping with Peter and unlikely to be persuasive to the Phari sa-
ical Christians. Nolland believes that a nuch sinpler issue was
being presented in Peter's speech: ™ "we suggest that the
background question at v. 10 is "Wat relevance had the law to
your sal vation?' and the concern is to show that their possession
of the law was as irrelevant to their salvation as was Cornelius

| ack of it. Peter argues first that the absence of the Law did
not preclude Cornelius fromsalvation. Secondly, the presence of
the Law did not bring the experience of salvation to the Jews.
Finally, he asserts the conmon experience of salvation by both
parties through believing.

Bot h Haenchen and Conzel mann support the RSV transl ation of
15:11: "But we believe that we shall be saved through the grace

n 115

of the Lord Jesus, just as they wll. This transl ation

under st ands *4qJ-HPVD4J@H to nodify FT2-<"4, rather than

BNol | and, "A Fresh Look at Acts 15.10," 110.

1Nol | and, "A Fresh Look at Acts 15.10," 111. Nolland's
point of the irrelevance of the Law to salvation in Christ is
wel | taken. However, even if Nolland is correct that $"FJV.,4<
is free of the negative coloring often associated with the
translation "to bear"” (113-15), it is uncertain that all the
difficulties of this verse are addressed. The verse still
connotates the failure on the part of the Jews to "carry the
yoke." The later use of B"D,<@P8,A< in Janes' speech (15:19) and
$VD@H in the apostolic letter (15:28) do little to alleviate the
concept of the Law as a burden.

15see Haenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 387; Conzel mann, The
Acts of the Apostles, 114; idem, s.v."PVD4H P"D\.@:"4,P"B4FJ T,
«PVBAFJ@H, " in Theological Dictionary of the New Testanment, ed.
Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. Geoffrey W Bron |l ey
(Gand Rapids: WIliam B. Eerdmans, 1968-76), n. 160.
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B4FJ,b@:,<. ' It also understands B4FJ,bT in the sane sense as
*@6XT, which is not in line with Luke's normal use of the for-
mer. Y Generally, when B4FJ,bT and FF.T cone together in Luke's
witing, it is with the intention of showing that faith leads to

8 Consequently, Nolland argues for an infinitive of

sal vation. *
result, rendering the translation: "But through the grace of the

Lord Jesus, we believe (in order) to be saved, and so do they."®

(9-10) Paul and Barnabas address the council

Peter's speech, which started amidst B@88-H.0JZ,TH (15:7),

silences the crowd ('F\(OF,<*¥Br<JIB8-2@H, 15:12).'° The short
narrative of 15:12 is notable for its brevity. Loveday Al exander
notes that in spite of the |ack of a speech fromthe Apostle Pau
in Acts 15 he still functions as the hero, while Peter is nerely

1

a secondary character.'® Haenchen notes that the detail which

18see Conzel mann, s.v."PVD4H, P""D\.@:""4, P""B4FJ" T, «PVB4FJ@H. "

'See Rudol f Bultmann, et al, s.v. "B4FJ,bT, BEJ4H, B4FI"H,
B4FJ™T,—B4FJOH, «B4FJXT, «B4FI\", 184( " B4FJ@H, I184(@B4FI\'", " in
Theol ogical Dictionary of the New Testanent, ed. Gerhard Kittel
and Cerhard Friedrich, trans. Geoffrey W Bronley (G and Rapids:
WIlliam B. Eerdnmans, 1968-76); Nolland, "A Fresh Look at Acts
15.10," 112-13.

8Nol | an, "A Fresh Look at Acts 15.10," 113.

N\pl | and, "A Fresh Look at Acts 15.10," 113; see al so,
Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (G eek text), 294.

1205ee Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 263; Haenchen, Die
post el geschi chte, 400; Robert C. Tannehill, The Narrative Unity
of Luke-Acts: A Literary Interpretation, Volune Two: The Acts of
the Apostles (M nneapolis: Fortress Press, 1994), 186.

12l oveday Al exander, "Acts and the Ancient Intellectual
Bi ography,”™ in The Book of Acts in Its Literary Setting, ed.
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Luke presented of the first m ssionary journey precludes the need
for more than a sunmary statenent in 15:12.% Fromthe stand-
poi nt of deep structure, it essentially is a refrain of the
report given in 15:4.' |n the surface structure of the chapter
it serves as a narrative interlude in preparation for Janes
speech: 1

V. 12, den manche Kritiker aus dem Ganzen her ausl 6sen

wol I ten, ' hat also eine wichtige Ausgabe i m Rahmen der

| ukani schen Erzahlung. Zugleich dient er als Ubergang zu

der zweiten grossen Rede, der des herrenbruders Jakobus (V.
13-21).

(11-J5) Janes address the counci

After an initial call to attention, the speech which is
given by James falls into four parts: First, there is a sumary
of what has happened already (15:14). Second, there is an appeal
to scripture to show agreenent with God' s purpose for the Gen-

tiles (15:15-18). Third, Janes gives his decision (}(&a6D\<T)

Bruce W Wnter and Andrew D. C ark, The Book of Acts inits
First Century Setting 1, ed. Bruce Wnter, et al (G and Rapi ds:
WIlliam B. Eerdmans, 1993), 34, n. 6.

22Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschi chte, 400.

3This witer's observations on deep structure are largely
i ndebted to Richard, "The Divine Purpose,” 188-209.

4aenchen, Di e Apostel geschi chte, 400.

1%Anmong these woul d be W hel m Boussett, "Der Gebrauch des
Kyriostitels als Kriteriumfir die Quellungscheidung in der
ersten Halfte der Apostel geschichte,” Zeitschrift fiar die
neuest estanentli che Wssenschaft 15 (1914) 141-62; Rudolf
Bul t mann, Exegetica: Aufsatze zur Erforschung des Neuen
Testanents, ed. Erich Dinkler (Tdbingen: J. C. B. Mhr, 1967),
417, n. 6; Boismard, "Le "Concile' de Jérusalem (Act 15, 1-33),
434- 35.
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concerning what is to be required of the Gentile converts (15:19-
20). Finally, Janmes gives a comment concerning the preaching of
Moses (15:21).

J. W Bowker makes the case that Janmes' speech is a partia

6

yel ammedenu form *® The yel anmedenu formis a Jew sh honiletic

construct which is structured around the answering of a

question. ¥

In Acts 15, a basic hal akic question has been posed
by the Pharisaic believers: |Is it necessary for the Gentile
converts to be circuntised and keep the Law of Myses? Janes
responds on two grounds: what is known to have happened in the
past, and on scripture. What has happened in the past is what
Peter has already reported: the conversion of Cornelius and his

d 128

househol However, Janes gives the purpose in 8"$,A< > 12<a<

8"1<JéT< :"J40J@0. ® The term 8" H is generally a termfor the

1263, W Bowker, "Speeches in Acts: A Study in Proem and
Yel amredenu Form " New Testanent Studies 14 (1967-68) 96-111.
For further on the yel ammedenu form see Earle E. Ellis, The Ad
Testanent in Early Christianity: Canon and Interpretation in
Li ght of Mbdern Research (G and Rapi ds: Baker Book House, 1992),
96- 100.

12’Bowker, "Speeches in Acts," 101.

128EL - ,F< is the Aramaic nane for Peter transliterated into
G eek; see Bruce, The Book of Acts (English), 293; Johnson, The
Acts of the Apostles, 264; Haenchen, D e Apostel geschichte, 388.
The suggestion of D. W Riddle, "The Cephas Problemand a
Possi bl e Solution,” Journal of Biblical Literature 59 (1940) 169-
80, that Janmes is referring to another Syneon, distinct from
Peter, is not generally followed.

1Thi s phrase has caused some consternation for exegetes.
Jacques Dupont, "7Y?Ez+=z+1;S; (Acts XV.14)," New Test anent
Studies 3 (1956-57) 41-50, suggests that the phrase is one cast
in a biblical style (a "coleur biblique") rem niscent of the
Septuagi nt (possibly an allusion to LXX Deut. 7:6 or 14:2). On

a7



peopl e of God, theol ogically juxtaposed with 8§2<0.° Johnson
specul ates that Janmes speech as portrayed by Luke may have been
i nfluenced by Zechariah 2:14-15 (LXX): "I will come and con-
struct a tent in your mdst, says the Lord, and in that day nany
nations will flee to the Lord and they will be to himas a

people, and they will tent anobng you."™

this basis, Dupont concludes that the entire speech is one
conposed by Luke. N A Dahl, " A People for Hs Nane' (Acts XV.
14)," New Testanent Studies 4 (1957-58) 319-27, takes issue with
DuPont, contends that the phrase in the speech by Janes reflects
a_semtic background. Dahl notes that the phrase 8"IHJe I< :"J4
"UJ@P does not occur in the Septuagint. However, he notes
several instances in the Targuns where sim |l ar phrases exist in
Aramai c:  Fragment Targum Exod. 7:7; 29:5; Deut. 26:18, 19;
Targum Pseudo-Jonathan Lev. 26:12 (Dahl |ists other exanples
which are not as clear in their parallel elenents). Richard,
"The Divine Purpose,” 205, n. 34, supports DuPont's concl usion
that the speech of Janes is Luke's creation. He asserts that
suppl emented with his own study of Targum Neofiti |, that the
expression "for ny/the Lord's nane” is a mark of late Aramaic
(after 200 C E.). However, Richard displays his data in a
sonmewhat neager fashion. |In the Septuagint, the termb<":" is
virtually synonynmous with God: LXX Ps. 5:11; 7:17; 21:22; 22:3;
44:17; 53:1; 78:9; 144:1; 148:1, 5, 13; see Johnson, The Acts of
t he Apostles, 264.

130Bruce, The Book of the Acts (English), 293. See, for
exanple the LXX Deut. 14:2. As used by Luke 8" H al nost
exclusively refers to the people of God: Luke 1:17, 68, 77,
2:32; 7:16, 29; 20:1; 22:66; 24:19; Acts 2:47; 3:23; 4:10; 5:12
7:17, 34; 13:17. Luke's use of the term suggests a continuity of
the Gentile mssion with biblical history; see Johnson, The Acts
of the Apostles, 264; Jacques DuPont, "Un Peuple d' entre |es
nations (Actes 15.14)," New Testanment Studies 31 (1985) 321-35,
esp. 324-26.

1313ohnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 264 (Johnson's
transl ation); see also Pohill, Acts, 329; Dahl, "A People for H's
Nane, " 323-24.
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The second part of Janes response is fromscripture. The

2. 132

passage which Janes quotes is Anps 9:11-1 The passage

3

largely follows the Septuagint.®™ The Septuagint differs from

the Masoretic text largely in snoothing out some of the difficul-

ties of the latter.®™ However, the quotation in James' speech

5

al so deviates fromthe Septuagint.™ Haenchen has asserted that

132The plural BD@NOJA< nay refer to the collection of the
Twel ve Prophets (see Acts 7:42; 13:40); see Johnson, The Acts of
the Apostles, 264.

133cor a conpari son between the Septuagint and Masoretic
texts of the passage, see Crawford Howell Toy, Quotations in the
New Testanment (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1884), 120-23;
G eason L. Archer and G C. Chirichigno, O d Testanent Quotations
in the New testanent (Chicago: Myody Press, 1983), 152-55.

13%The Masoretic text incorporates "an unusual collection of
pronom nal suffixes which seemto disagree in nunber and gender
with their antecedents;" see Mchael A Braun, "Janmes' use of
Anos at the Jerusalem Council: Steps toward a possible Sol ution
of the Textual and Theol ogi cal Problens,"” Journal of the
Evangel i cal Theol ogi cal Society 20 (1977) 114. The Septuagi nt
reads all the third person pronouns as third person fem nine,
wth "tent" as an antecedent. There is an expansion of the
Masoretic "I shall wall up their breaches"” to "I shall build up
agai n those things which have fallen.” The nost significant
changes cone in 9:12. The Masoretic text presents the people of
| srael as the subject, "to possess” (:9%) as the verb, and Edom
and the nations as objects. 1In contrast, the Septuagint has Edom
and the nations as subject (although it reads .&$' as "man"
rather than "Edoni), "to seek out" (:9%) as the verb, and no
object. Thus "that they may posses the remmant of Edom and al
the nations who are called by ny nanme" becones "in order that the
rest of the nmen and all the nations which are called by ny nane
m ght seek out."” See Braun, 114; David M King, "The Use of Anps
9:11-12 in Acts 15:16-18," Ashland Theol ogi cal Journal 21 (1989)
10-11. The Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, ed. K Elliger and
Rudol ph Elliger (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, 1976) in its
apparatus suggests a textual enendation to bring the text inline
wi th the Septuagint.

135The quotation in Acts differs fromthe Septuagint in that
(1) it replaces |<Jx©:XD“}16,\<® with :-,JqJ"@J"; (2) it adds
«<"FJDXRT; (3) while LXX Anps uses the verbs «<"FJZFT twi ce and
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the use of the Septuagint by Luke in the speech of Janes is
further evidence that the speech is entirely Luke's creation: **
"Dass hier LXX an einer Stelle, wo sie entscheidend vom
hebr ai schen Text abweicht, zitiert wird, macht unw dersprechlich
kl ar, dass auch di e Jakobusrede kein historisches Referat,
sondern ei ne Konposition des hell eni schen hei denchri sten Lukas

i st. Haenchen's vi ew shoul d be noderated by two considerations:
First, the yel ammedenu el enents of the speech suggest a Jew sh
heritage to Luke's source. Second, the possibility exists that
the quotation as Luke records it reflects an Aramai ¢ handl i ng of
the text which parallels the Septuagint rendition.

| f James' speech is yelamredenu form only the response

remains intact. A conplete yelamedenu hom |y would not rely

only upon scriptural support fromthe prophets, but primarily

e<@460*@:ZFT twi ce, Luke does not use <"FJZFT, uses
*<@46@*@-ZFT twi ce and *<@D2FFT once; (4) Anps includes both Jq
B,BJT6°J" and Jq6'"J,F6"::X<"; Luke has only Jg6"J,F6"::-X<" (but
see textual varlants) (5) Anps includes 6'2&aH"t°: XD"4J@®
"EA<@H, deleted in Luke (6) Luke nmakes two additions to Anps
9:12 (LXX): an —< after OBTH and the object JI<6bD4@<; (7) the
words (<TFJgqeB'"E&<@H are an addition; see Johnson, The Acts of
t he Apostles, 264-65; Earl Richard, "The Creative Use of Anpos by
t he Author of Acts,” Novum Testanentum 24 (1982) 44-52.

¥Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschi chte, 401.

3This latter point is made nore credible in light of the
simlarities between the Acts reading of Arbos 9:11-12 and both
t he Damascus Document (CD 7.16) and 4QFlor (174) 1:12-13; see
Conzel mann, Acts of the Apostles, 117. Bowker, "Speeches in
Acts,"” 108, n. 1; suggests that the original citation by Janes
was froma text source other than the LXX, in which was recorded
in an abbreviated fashion with only the starting words and the
finishing words of the quotation recorded. The LXX was then
| ater used to restore the text.
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from Torah. The fact that James supports his decision only from
t he prophets suggests that what has survived in Acts is only part

of a larger homily.*®

Acts 15:18 may be an allusion to Isaiah
45:21.%° |f so, it is not out of keeping with the Jewi sh

hom | etical principle of haruzin, in which several passages are

associ ated together to establish a point.

The nessage whi ch
Janmes rel ates through the quotation of Anps 9:11-12 is that
prophets predicted that the gentiles would join the eschat ol ogi -
cal people of God as Gentiles.

The decision by James in Acts 15:19-20 is the climatic
nmoment of the passage. All the events thus far work to support
Janmes' decision. The use of the inferential conjunction *4°

2

connotates a strong conclusion.' The force of !(A 6D<T is

debated. Kirsopp Lake and Henry J. Cadbury argue that }(&6D\<T

138Bowker, "Speeches in Acts," 108-09.
19Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (G eek), 298.

140see Bowker, "Speeches in Acts," 100. Ellis, The Od
Testanent in Early Christianity, 89-91, notes that two of
Hllel's principles of interpretation result in a string of
quotations: the second rule, inference fromsimlar words; and
the sixth rule, inference froman anal ogous passage.

¥R chard Bauckham "Janmes and the Jerusal em Church,” in The
Book of Acts in Its Palestinian Setting, ed. Richard Bauckham
The Book of Acts in Its First Century Setting, vol. 4, ed. Bruce
Wnter, et al (G and Rapids: WIIliamB. Eerdmans, 1995), 452.

142See Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 266. )4  is
general ly thought of as a subordinating conjunction, but is not
al ways used as such in the New Testanent; see Ni gel Turner,
Syntax, A Gammar of New Testanment Greek, vol. 3, ed. Janmes Hope
Moul t on (Edi nburgh: T. and T. Cark, 1963), 333. 1In this
instance it is co-ordinating.
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has the force of "I decree,” stating: It has the definite
sentence of a judge, and the [(F inplies that he [Janes] is
acting by an authority which is personal."'*™® R J. Knowing
acknow edges Janes as "the president of the neeting. . ., and his
words with the enphatic ;(F. . . may express nore than the
opi nion of a private nenber."'™ Qhers view !(A6D\<T as the
expression of Janes' opinion, which he gives for consideration by
the assenbly.™® However, it is Janes speech which is the deci-
sive factor in Luke's account.®

Janmes' decision is not to subject Gentile believers to the
entire Mosaic Law (15:19), but tolimt themto four stipulations
(15:20). %" Each of these four stipulations constitutes sonething
t hat nust be abstained from (J0O *BXP,F2"4). The first of these

four stipulations is to abstain from"the pollutions of idols"

i rsopp Lake and Henry J. Cadbury, English Translation and
Comment ary, The Beginnings of Christianity: Part I, The Acts of
the Apostles, vol. 4, ed. F. J. Foakes Jackson and Kirsopp Lake
(London: Macm |l an, 1933), 177.

R J. Knowing, "The Acts of the Apostles," in The
Expositor's Greek Testanent, ed. W Robertson Nicoll (G and
Rapi ds: Eerdmans, 1976; reprint), 323.

145See Haenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 389: Conzel mann, Acts
of the Apostles, 1109.

1463, Jervell, Acts and the People of God: A New Look at
Luke- Acts (M nneapolis, M\: Augsburg Press, 1972), 188-93, argues
that James position in the Jerusal em church is one of
consi derabl e authority, and exercised greater influence than did
Paul over Luke's readers. Bauckham "Janes and the Jerusal em
Church," 427-50, discusses the expandi ng | eadership role of Janes
in the Jerusal em church

7Fol | owi ng the "Al exandri an" rendering of the passage. The
Textual probleminvol ved has been di scussed above.
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(Ja<*84F(0:VJIT<Ja< ,[*f8T<). This phrase is the functional
equi val ent of ,F*T8@2bJT< in 15:29. James is not speaking of
i dol atry, because one could not be a Christian and at the sane

tinme practice idolatry.

Janmes has in view the practice of
eating food that had been offered to idols.*™ Eating or traf-
ficking in meat offered to idols was forbidden to Jews. ™
zV84F(Z:", while rare, is always in the sense of defilenent
associated with idolatry or pagani sm *?

The second stipul ation, J2HB@D<,\"H, is generally thought of

3

as an ethical term®™ It belongs to a fam |y of words which

“8aenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 390; W Mndle, s.v.
“"Image,"” in Dictionary of New Testanent Theol ogy, ed. Colin Brown
(Gand Rapids: Zondervan, 1971).

Y enski, The Interpretation of the Acts of the Apostles,

614.

0This was first described in 4 Maccabees 5:2 as one of the
practices forced upon the Jews by Anti ochus,k Epi phanes in the
effort to underm ne Judaism 6DXT<R,\T<6"A ,F*T8@2bJT<
V<"'(6V.,4<*BO(,bF2'4; see Friedrich Buschel, s.v. " ,0*T80<,
LE*T8722LJ0<, ,E*T8,A0<,6"J,\*T8@H, ,£*T8@8VJIDOH, ,F*T8@8"ID\"","i n
Theological Dictionary of the New Testanent, ed. Gerhard Kittel
and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. CGeoffrey W Bromley (G and Rapids:
WIlliam B. Eerdmans, 1968-76). According to Barrett, "The
Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 51, what is not in viewis the
guestion which Paul addresses in 1 Corinthians, whether eating
nmeat offered to idols constituted worship of that idol

1lSee the M shnah, Abodah Zarah 2:3. A simlar injunction
agai nst neat offered to idols is given for Christians in Didache
6. 3.

>2Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," gives as
exanpl es the cognate verb *84F(,A<: Sirach 40:29; Dan. 1:8
(LXX); Mal. 1:7, 12 (LXX). See al so Josephus Antiquities of the
Jews 9. 273.

158gee Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52
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denote various aspects of prostitution and extramarital sexual

activity.™ Wiile in the LXX it denotes the sinple dealing with

5

a prostitute,™ it can also be used as a netaphor for unfaith-

6

fulness to God, with the inplication of idolatry.® Several

comment ators suggest a reference to nmarriages forbi dden by

Levitical code, ™’

al t hough t he Septuagi nt version of the appro-
priate chapter (Leviticus 18) does not use B@D<,\". 8

The third stipulation, stated sinply as B<4J0@, is sonewhat
unusual . Bruce cites F. C. Burkitt that "the word is technical
and unfamiliar outside the poultry-shop and the kitchen."*™ |t

is an adjective derived fromthe verb B\(T, with alitera

1%See Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52;
Friedrich Hauck and Siegfried Schulz, s. v. "B D<0,B D<@H,
B@D<,\"", BAD<,bT, !6B@AD<,bT," in Theol ogi cal Dictionary of the New
Testanent, ed. Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans.
Ceoffrey W Bromiley (Gand Rapids: WIliam B. Eerdmans, 1968-
76) .

15Gen. 38:24 (LXX).

18For exanple, Jer. 3:2, 9 (LXX); see Barrett, "The
Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52. Conzel mann, Acts of the
Apostles, 119, believes that this connotation is in effect in
Acts 15 (see also 1 Thess. 4:3; Gl. 5:19).

’Lev. 18:6-18; see Haenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 390, n.
3; Bruce, The Book of the Acts, 299; Larkin, Acts, 225; |I. Howard
Marshal |, Acts, Tyndal e New Testanent Comrentaries 5, ed. R V.
G Tasker (Grand Rapids: WIliam B. Eerdmans, 1980), 253. W K
Lowt her Cl arke, New Testanent Problens: Essays, Reviews
Interpretations (London: Society for Pronoting Christian
Know edge, 1929), 59-61, extends the same neaning to Matt. 5:32;
29: 9.

1%8gee Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52

9¢. C. Burkitt, Journal of Theological Studies 28 (1927)
199; cited in Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (G eek), 300.
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meani ng of "what is strangled" or "things strangled."® Its
place as a termof first century Judai sm has been questi oned,
although it figures in the Jew sh-Christian Pseudo-C enetines.
Hans Joachi m Schoeps specifies the neaning as "Tieren, die auf
der Jagd mit Schlingen gefangen und getétet worden sind, "

al t hough the evidence for food rejected on this grounds in Jew sh

3

literature is sparse.® The conpound verb «B@B<\(@<J,H could be

used with reference to preparing neat "unfit for the altar by
strangling and throttling the animls."®

The fourth stipulation which is suggested by Peter is an
injunction to abstain fromJ@d"E:""J@H. The O d Testanent prohi -

bition of the consunption of blood is first presented in Genesis

9:4, and is repeated in Leviticus 7:26-27; 17:10-14; and Deuter-

0Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52

1615ee Eberhard Nestle, "Zum Ersticken i m Apostel dekret, "
Zeitschrift fir neutestanmentliche Wssenschaft 7 (1906) 254-56;
A. F. J. Klijn, "The Pseudo-C enentines and the Apostolic
Degree,” Novum Testanentum 10 (1968) 305-12.

%2Hans Joachi m Schoeps, Paul us: die Theol ogi e des Apostels
imLighte der jidischen Religionsgeschichte (Tubingen: J. C B
Mohr, 1959), 60.

%Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52
Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 267, notes that it is never
used in the LXX in a ritualistic sense.

%Phi |l 0 On the Special Laws 4.122; the edition cited is F
H Colson, Philo: Wth an English Translation, Loeb C assi cal
Li brary, ed. G P. Goold, et al (Canbridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1939). Philo also indicates that death by
strangul ation is uncl ean; see Philo On the Change of Names 62;
idem On the Eternity of the World 20. See al so Joseph and
Asenath 8. 5.
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onomy 12:16, 23.' However, because the |loss of blood entails
the loss of life, it has been suggested that this could al so be

5 However, it woul d

an injunction agai nst bl oodshed or nmurder.*°
seemunlikely that Gentiles who had becone Christians woul d need
sone special warning to abstain fromnurder. It is possible
that both B<46J@@ and J@Z"E:"'J@H are in some sense rel ated as
prohi bitions against inproperly prepared foods: that which is
strangled also has its blood remai ning inside, rather than
dr ai ned. 1

It is difficult to determ ne why Janes deci ded upon the four
stipulations of Acts 15:20. Barrett suggests that they corre-
spond to the heathenistic pressures which idolatry had brought to

t he diaspora Jews: those of food and fornication. He finds it

significant that rabbinic literature lists three areas in which

85johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 267: Barrett, "The
Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52.

%%Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52
Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 267. So it was used in
classical literature: see Denpsthenes Orations 21.105; Sophocl es
Oedipus Tyrannus 101; Euri pi des Orestes 285. Such a prohibition
agai nst nmurder also exists in the LXX: Deut. 21:7-8; 2 Sam
1:16; 2 Kings 9:7; Psalnms 5:6; 9:12; 25:9. Barrett, "The
Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 52, 53, 59, n. 31, believes that
this usage is significant in light of rabbinic injunctions
agai nst nurder which are often acconpanied with injunctions
agai nst idolatry and incest; p. Shebiith 35a, 49-50; p. Sanhedrin
21b, 10-11; b. Pesahim 25ab; b. Sanhedrin 74a.

1%’See Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New
Testanent, 431-32.

%8Cconzel mann, Acts of the Apostles, 119.
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9

conpromi se was i nmpossi bl e:* idolatry, the shedding of blood,

° There is, then a nminimal standard which conprises

and incest.
t he essence of Judaism Barrett's point appears to be that of
Loi sy: ** "Les paiens converttis sont dans la Loi, ils sont en
regle avec le judaisne vrai, attendu qu'ils observent |es
perscriptions de la Loi qui s'appliquent a eux."

O her discussion has focussed on the possibility that the
stipulations of Acts 15:20 and 15:29 correspond to el enents of
t he Noachic rules which are recorded in Leviticus 17-18. %"
Haenchen expresses this position as follows: '™

Was diefe 4 Verbote mteinander verbindet und von allen

andern "rituellen" forderungen des "Mses" unterscheidet,

i st jedoch der Unstand, dass sie, und nur sie, nicht bloss

den Juden gegeben sind, sondern auch den hei den, die unter

den Juden wohnen. Wahrend sich das CGesetz sonst allein an

di e Juden wendet, legt es diefe 4 forderungen auch den
hei den auf!

19GSee p. Shebiith 35a, 49-50; p. Sanhedrin 21b, 10-11; b.
Pesahi m 25ab; b. Sanhedrin 74a.

Barrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 53,

1 0i sy, Les Acts des Apotres, 595.

172See, for exanple, H Waitz, "Das Probl em des sogenannten
Apost el dekrets und die damt zusamenhéngenden literarischen und
geschichtlichen Probl eme des apostolischen Zeital sters,™
Zeitschrift fir Kirchengeschichte 55 (1936) 227-63; M Sinon
"The Apostolic Decree and it Setting in the Ancient Church,”
Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 52 (1969-70) 437-60;
Terrence Callan, "The Background of the Apostolic Decree (Acts
15: 20, 29; 21:25)," Catholic Biblical Quarterly 55 (1993) 284-97.
O her lists of the Noachic rules include Jubrlees 7:20 and b.
Sanhedrin 56b.

®Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 411.
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However, S. G WIson finds fault with the above assertion,
noting that several Laws outside of Leviticus 17-18 apply not
only to Israel, but also to the "stranger in the land."'* He

al so notes that in distinction to the apostolic decree, in the
Noachi ¢ rul es B<46J0@ is not found, the prohibition against bl ood
refers to murder, and the ban on idolatry is broader than that
speci fied by ,F*T872LJ". ' Terrence Callan proposes that the
apostolic decree derives not only fromthe Noachic rul es of
Leviticus 17-18, but also froma broader list of |laws which apply
both to Israel and to the stranger or sojourner (94 in the

| and. *® cCallan works off an expanded list of |laws which apply to
both Israel and the stranger in the land.'’ He further suggests
that the stranger in the land would in first century Judai sm

conformto the Gentile adherrent of the synagogue. '™

The apos-
tolic decree of Acts 15:20, 29; 21:25 represents an abbreviated

list of laws applicable to the stranger in the land (or the

s, G W lson, Luke and the Law, Society for New Testament
St udi es Monograph Series 50, ed. R MIl. WIson and Margaret E.
Thrall (Canbridge: Canbridge University Press, 1983), 86. Anpbng
t hese are Sabbath keeping (Exod. 20:10; 23:12; Deut. 5:14).

™W 1 son, Luke and the Law, 87

1%Cal | an, "The Background of the Apostolic Decree," 285.

7Cal | an, "The Background og the Apostolic Decree," 285-86.

18Cal | an, "The Background of the Apostolic Decree," 291-95.
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Gentil e adherrent of the Synagogue) which would potentially
threaten fellowship within the congregation.”®

Acts 15:21 has been described as although "sprachlich und
textlich ohne Anstoss, doch nach Zusamrenhang und Bedeutung zu

den schwi erigsten des NTs gehort. "

Most comrentators explain
the verse in one of two ways: Since Moses is preached every-
where, ® Gentile believers nmust out of consideration for Jew sh
bel i evers accept the four stipulations Janes has |aid down. %

O, since Moses is preached everywhere, it is possible to know of

3 Bruce believes that James nmkes

these requirenents of Janes.!®
the statenment to stress the continued nentoring role of Moses and
Judai sm whil e appeasing the Pharisaical believers in the congre-

gation.™ Richard believes James is providing a continued role

1®Cal | an, "The Background of the Apostolic Decree, 286-88;
295. Callan's argunment is internally coherrent, although he
recogni zes the lack of direct evidence for such a practice in
first century Judai sm

180D bel i us, Aufsatze zur Apostel geschichte, 87. W] son,
Luke and the Law, 83, considers the verse "notoriously obscure.™

8l3ohnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 267, notes that the
witness is longstanding (;6(,<,a<eDP"\T<), wi despread (6"Jq
B 84<), and regular (6"JqgBr<FV$3$"J0<).

¥2Haenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 391, n.1, "In 21.20
dagegen wird deutlich: Jakobus verlangt ruidksicht auf den
Judenchristen, die--viele Zehntausende start--alle Eiferer fir
das Gesetz find!" Al so Lenski, The Interpretation of the Acts of

the Apostles, 617-18; Minck, The Acts of the Apostles, 141.

1835ee Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 267: Haenchen, Die
Apost el geschichte, 391, n. 1; Conzel mann, Acts of the Apostles,
120.

18Bruce, The Book of the Acts (English), 296.
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for the preaching of Mbdses and the Law in the church.*® Dani el
R Schwartz,*® following J. K. L. Gesler,® view the statenent
in Janes speech as an adm ssion of the futility of preaching
Moses: No further burden is required of the Gentile believers
because in light of the universal preaching of Mses already

t hroughout the world it would not appear to produce the desired

effect.

(12-1L5) Aletter is addressed to the Gentile Christians

The fourth and final episode of the apostolic counci
consists of a narrative describing the response assenbly to
James' speech (15:22-23a) and a record of the letter which the
assenbly sent (15:23b-29). The subject of |* >, is the infini-
tive BXR"™4.' The action taken is to send a letter which affirns
Janmes' decision. After Janes' speech the decision of the assem
bly and the letter it sends is sonewhat anticlimctic. Judas and

Silas are selected to deliver the encyclical |etter which fol-

18Ri chard, "The Divine Purpose," 196-97.

%pani el R Schwartz, "The Futility of Preaching Mses,"
Biblica 67 (1986) 276-81.

1873, K. L. Gesler, Uber die Nazaraer und Ebioniten," Archiv
far alte und neue Kirchengeschichte 4 (1818-1820) 311-12; cited
in Schwartz, "The Futility of Preaching Mses," 277.

188A similar construction exists in Thucydi des 3.36.2
describing the Athenjans deliberation to sentence the Mytil eni ans
to death: 8*@>, "UJOAH...=B@6J,A<"4...}B46"'800<J,H; see Bruce, The
Acts of the Apostles (G eek), 301. Johnson, The Acts of the
Apostles, 275, notes that the construction denotes a formnal
decl aration, citing as exanpl es Herodotus Persian Wars (?) 1:3;
Josephus Antiquities of the Jews 6. 321; 16. 163.
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lows. Their selection as —<*D"H°(@L:X<@LH:<J@AH~*,8N@AH | ends
bot h personal credibility to the letter and extends the respect
of the Jerusal em church for the Antiochene church. *®

The letter which is sent by the church in Jerusal em enpl oys
t he common Hel |l eni stic opening salutation, consisting of the
notation of the sender, followed by J@MH and the recipient,
foll owed by greetings.! The body of the letter itself is
rem ni scent of Hellenistic decrees pronul gating the decisions of
councils and assenblies of provincial cities.® The first
sentence after the greeting constitutes the only periodic sen-

2

tence found in Acts.' This and other literary features mark

this sentence as constituting a formal declaration of the deci-

1%9See Haenchen, Die Apostel geschichte, 392, n. 2, 401;
Zm jewski, Die Apostelgeschichte, 570; Alfred Wkenhauser, D e
Apost el geschi cht e, Regensburger Neues Testanent 5, ed. Alfred
W kenhauser and Otto Kuss (Regensburg: Friedrich Pustet, 1961),
176.

190g5ee Stanley K. Stowers, Letter Witing in Greco Roman
Antiquity, A Library of Early Christianity 5. ed. Wayne Meeks
(Phi | adel phia: Westm nster Press, 1989), 21. The infinitve
P''\D,4< is a standard greeting in Hellenistic letters; see
Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 275. Exanples of its use in
letters include 1 Macc. 10:18, 25, 26; 11:30, 32; 13:36; 2 Macc.
1:1, 10; 11:36; 3 Macc. 1:8; Jas. 1:1; Acts 23:26.

Y50 David Aune, The New Testament in Its Literary
Environnent, A Library of Early Christianity 8, ed. Wayne Meeks
(Phi | adel phia: Westm nster Press, 1987), 128.

Aune, The New Testament in Its Literary Environnent, 128
Bl ass Debrunner, Grammati k des neutestanentlichen Giechisch, 463
(sect. 464), describes the periodic sentence as "die
Zusamenf idgung ei ner groReren Anzahl von Satzen un Satzgliedern
zu einer Einheit."
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sion of the council.!®

The format of the body of the letter
consists of three statenents: The first statenment (15:24-26)
reflects upon the question presented to the council and the
resolution of the sane, enclosing the first of two decisions
enacted by the council: to send chosen nmen. As the periodic
sentence is devel oped, it has an apol ogetic tone, defending the
mnistry of Paul and Barnabas.®™ The second statement (15:27)
identifies and credentials Judas and Silas as representatives of

the council.®

The third statenent presents the second deci sion
of the council: to place the four stipulations upon the CGentiles
whi ch Janmes had previously recomrended. The |etter enphasizes
that the decision derived was not nerely of the council, but also
that of the Holy Spirit (15:28). The limtation of the burden
($VD@H) excl udes circuntision, which was the source of the

6

ori ginal controversy.?®® The content of this second |ist of

19johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 276, notes that the use
of |B,4*Z is appropriate to sol erm decl arations of assenblies;
see Di ogenes Laertuis Lives of the Philosophers 2.142. The
sentence repeats the declarative fornula of 8*@>, plus the dative
plus an infinitive subject witnessed in 15:22. See al so Aune,
The New Testanent in Its Literary Environnent, 128.

%gee Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, 275.

%As such the letter functions in part as a letter of
i ntroduction and recommendati on; see "John Wite, Ancient G eek
Letters,” in Geco-Ronan Literature and the New Testanent, ed.
Davi d Aune, Society of Biblical Literature Sources for Biblical
Study 21, ed. Bernard Brandon Scott (Atlanta: Scholars Press,
1988), 88-89.

1%#VD@H shoul d be taken as an excessive weight; see a Macc.
9:10; Matt. 20:12, 2 Cor. 4:17; Gal. 6:2; Rev. 2:24 (Johnson, The
Acts of the Apostles, 277).
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stipulations is so simlar that further cormment is not

war r ant ed. ¥’

(13-18) The church of Antioch receives the letter
The closing narrative to Acts 15:1-35 consists of three
elements: First there is a travel sunmary introduced by :¥<@pb<
whi ch returns the entourage, acconpanied by Judas and Silas, to
Antioch and reports their reception 15:30-31. The reception was
positive: 'PVDOF"<!BAB"D"68ZF,4 The G gas text of Od Italian
version transl ates B'"D"68ZF,4 with exhortationem, that of

Cl aonont anus with orationem, while Jerome used consolatione. *®

Bruce suggests that the reception was marked with relief.
Second, there is a description of a description of Judas' and
Silas' activity in Antioch (15:32-33). Finally, there is a
narrative summary of Paul and Barnabas' interlude in Antioch

(15: 35).2°

¥"The nost significant difference is the reading of
JEFT802bJT< for Ja<e84F(0:VIT<Ja< ,k*F8T<. The addition of }>
O6< *4"J0B@J<JI,HO"LI@xH ,pBDV>,J, is alnpst a formal feature of the
endi ngs of letters (2 Macc. 9:19; 11:26; Ignatius of Antioch
Ephesians 4.2; i1dem Smyrnaeans 11. 3.

1%gSee Haenchen, Die Apostelgeschichte, 395. Haenchen fi nds
Jerone's rendering "passender.”

Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles, 304.

2OHaenchen, Di e Apostel geschichte, 396, describes 15:25 as
"ein | ukani scher Abschlussvers,”" simlar to Acts 5:42 and 13:1
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CONCLUSI ON

At the conclusion of this paper, this witer would like to
make one proposal for a change in the exegetical nodel. This
witer desires a way by which the main clause of the sentence
coul d be displayed in such a fashion as to indicate the subject,
verb, and object of the clause in a columar fashion while
preserving the order of the words as they occur in the Geek
sentence. It nmay even be possible to nake tab settings for the
position of each on the page of the block diagram |In addition,
t he subj ect and object elenents of the main clause could be so
desi gnat ed by being underlined. The verb of the main clause
woul d take a double underline. This witer believes that such a
change woul d make some enphatic constructions easier to see. It
woul d al so be hel pful to visualize the syntax of a sentence when,
for exanple, the object of a verb is separated fromthe verb by a
nunber of prepositional phrases or other syntactical elenents
t hat woul d be subordinate to the verb

Applying Acts 15:1-35 to the contenporary church provides a
nmeasure of challenge. The direct application of the four stipu-
| ations appears culturally renote. Although they were never
abol i shed by any eccl esiastical authority, the stipulations
appear to have fallen into disuse or disregard even before the
cl ose of the New Testanment era. The Apostle Paul never exhibited
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' Francois

any overt consideration of the decree's application.?
Dreyfus understands the apostolic decree to be an exanpl e of

Synkatabasis, or a divine condescendence in consideration of

prevailing thought patterns within the culture of the tinme, and
not intended to becone universally prescriptive.??

Per haps what is directly applicable about the apostolic
decree is the principles of resolution and decision naking
exhibited in the passage. Differences which jeopardi ze the
foundation for Christian salvation and the principle of grace
cannot be conprom sed. The issue of circuntision for Gentile
converts was never seriously entertained by the principals of the
apostolic council. Nor was any action taken to thwart what the
Spirit of God had already born witness to. Positively, there is
val ue in the body com ng together to resolve problenms when they
occur. It should be noted that no faction nor any one i ndividual
was said to have been excluded fromthe assenbly of the council.
I n churches today the decision maki ng process should allow all
views in the congregation to be addressed.

As the resolution of the council was fornulated into the
apostolic decree, three elenents cane into play: what God

appeared to be doing at that present tine through Paul and

Plgee F. F. Bruce, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15," in
Studien zum Text und zur Ethik des Neuen Testanents: Festschrift
zum 80. Ceburtstag von Heinrich G eeven, ed. Wl fgang Schrange
(Berlin: Walter de CGuyter, 1986), 117-22.

22Fr ancoi s Dreyfus, "Divine Condescendence (Synkatabasis) as
a Herneneutic Principle of the Ad Testament in Jewi sh and
Christian Tradition, | mmnuel 19 (1984-85) 86.
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Bar nabas, what God had done in the past nmenory of the life of the
congregation through Peter's experience with Cornelius, and what
God has purposed to do on earth through his people as it is
expressed in Hs word. These three elenents should also cone to
bear in conflict resolution in today's churches. 1In resolving
conflict or controversy, it should be asked, how w |l a resol u-
tion conply with what God is doing nowin the church? Howwll a
gi ven resolution correspond with that congregation's nmenory of
God's activity through that church? How will a given resol ution
correspond with the purpose of God expressed in scripture?
Focussi ng on these questions allows the passage to be preached

with a large neasure of prophetic particularity.
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APPENDI X TWO

SEMANTI C ANALYSI S

ACTS 15:1-35
Sent ence Verb Ver b Subj ect
Cl ause [ Connective | Function Anal ysi s

1 6"\ Declarative Imperfect 3P J4< H

2 *X Declarative Aorist 3P '0J@\)

3 t¥< @b< Declarative Imperfect 3P 0F

4 *X Declarative Aorist Passive3P | ("'0J@\)

5 J, Declarative Aorist 3P '0J@\)

6 *X Declarative Aorist 3P J4< H

7 J, Declarative Aorist Passive 3P @E.f B FJ08@4
(EséDA: FE$bJ ,D@4

8 *X Declarative Aorist 3S AXJID@H

P1 Declarative Present 2P R:,M

P2 6"\ Declarative Aorist 3S 0
6''D*4@(<FFJO
H2,IH

P3 6"\ Declarative Aorist 3S 0
6''D*4@(<FFJO
H2,IH

P4 <g< @b< Interrogative Present 2P Rz, AH)

P5 «38V Declarative Present 1P Rz ,AH)

9 *X Declarative Aorigt 3S Br<JT B8-2(H

10 Declarative Imperfect 3P Br< JT B8—2@H

11 *X Declarative Aorist 3S z3V6T$HEH

J1 Imperative ,glgrist Imperative | (R:,AH)
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J2 Declarative Aorist 3P EL:,f<
3 6"\ Declarative Present 3P @E 8™ (@4
OT1 Declarative Future 1S (1)
oT2 | 6™\ Declarative Future 1S HG)
OT3 | 6™\ Declarative Future 1S HG)
oT4 | 6"\ Declarative Future 1S HG)
OT5 Declarative Present 3S 6bD4@H
W *4" Declarative Present 1P (T
55 (VD Declarative Present 3S OTdF-H
12 Declarative Aorist 3S BX:RF"4
L1 Declarative Present Infinitive
L2 Declarative Aorist 3S BX:R"4
L3 @b< Declarative Perfect 1P ©:,M)
L4 (VD Declarative Aorist 3S 1B4I\2 ,F2"'4
LS Declarative ;grect Imperative
13 t¥< @b< Declarative Aorist 3P 0F
14 6"\ Declarative Aorist 3P @t
15 *X Declarative Aorist 3P '0J@\)
16 J, Declarative Aorist 3P Z3@b*""H 6""A
E48rH
17 *X Declarative Aorist Passive3P | z3@b*"'H 6"'A
E48rH
18 *X Declarative Imperfect 3P A"@8@H 6"'A

#||D<n$rH




APPENDI X FOUR
WORKSHEET FOR TEXTUAL VARI ANT ANALYSI S
APPARATUS USED UBS®

PASSAGE: Acts 15: 20a

VARI ANT READI NG A:  6"AJ-HB@D<,\"H

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an Western Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
1739 614 0142 049

M nuscul e M nuscul e Nunmber ed Unci al Nunmber ed
Unci a

X Xl X | X

2127 D 05 056 1877

M nuscul e Letter Unci al Nunmber ed Unci al M nuscul e
Xl | V/ VI X XV

33 E 08 104 2412

M nuscul e Letter Unci al M nuscul e M nuscul e
| X VI 1087 Xl

81 it ar 61 1241 2492

M nuscul e ad Latin M nuscul e M nuscul e
1044 | X Xl Xl |

A 02 it db 1505 330
Letter Unci al ad Latin M nuscul e M nuscul e

83



V

1 01
Letter

|V

B 03
Letter

|V

C 04
Letter
Unci al
V

cop bo
Coptic
|V

cop sa
Coptic
11

Unci al

Unci al

Unci al

V

it e 50
ad Latin
Vi

it gig 51
ad Latin
X1

it | 67
ad Latin
VI |

84

1084

181
M nuscul e

X

2495
M nuscul e

Xl VI XV

326
M nuscul e

Xl

436
M nuscul e

X

629
M nuscul e

X'V

630
M nuscul e

X'V

88
M nuscul e

Xl

X'l

451
M nuscul e

X

Byz Lect

Lectionary

P 025
Letter

I X
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945
M nuscul e

X

eth pp
Et hi opi ¢
Xl X

geo
Geor gi an
\Y

Q 044

Letter Uncial
VX

VARI ANT READI NG; [onit]

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an Western Uncl assi fied Byzanti ne
aigen arm
Chur ch Fat her Ar meni an

254 \%

p45 eth ro

Papyr i Et hi opi c

11 XVI

EVALUATI ON OF EXTERNAL EVI DENCE

1

Date. The | argest nunber of early manuscripts (fifth cen-
tury and earlier) support reading A including the uncials
1, BB C D and E (sixth century). Reading Bis attested
by the papyrus p* and Origen (both third century) and the
Armeni an version (fifth century).



86

2. Geographical Distribution. Reading A has the broadest
geogr aphi cal distribution.

3. Textual Relationships. Reading Ais represented in all text
famlies, with anple attestation in both Al exandrian and
Western famlies. The om ssion, reading B, is represented
in the Al exandrian sources of p* and O gen.

EVALUATI ON OF | NTERNAL EVI DENCE

1. Transcriptional Probabilities.
(1) Shorter/Longer Reading. Reading #, an om ssion, is
shortest.
(2) Reading Different fromParallel. The prohibition from

B@D<,\"H is in parallel with the apostolic decree of
Acts 15:29, also viewed retrospectively in Acts 21: 25.
In the latter two settings sone formof B@D<,\" is

i ncluded in the prohibition.

(3) More Difficult Reading. Neither alternative is partic-
ularly difficult, although the om ssion presents sone
difficulty to continuity with 15:29 and 21:25. Theo-
logically, a m xed prohibition of ethical and cereno-
nial elements is troubl esome. %

(4) Reading Which Best Explains the Gthers. The exclusion
of the parallel elenent is likely to initiate its
addition later. However, 6"AJ-HB@D<,\"'H may have been
omtted because it seened out of place wth what other-
wi se may be taken to be cerenonial el enents.?*

2. | ntrinsic Probabi
intrinsic probabi

S. This author could not detect any
s applicable to these variants.

litie
litie

3gee BArrett, "The Apostolic Decree of Acts 15.29," 51;
Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the G eek New Testanent, 429-33.

4See Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New
Testanent, 430-31.
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WORKSHEET FOR TEXTUAL VARI ANT ANALYSI S
Acts 15:20b APPARATUS USED UBS®

6'"A JOO B<46J00

PASSAGE:
VARI ANT READI NG A:

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an Western Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
173 614 o142 049
M nuscul e M nuscul e Nunber ed Unci al Nunber ed
Unci al
X X X I X
2127 E 08 056 1877
M nuscul e Letter Unci al Nunber ed Unci al M nuscul e
Xl VI X X'V
1 01 104 2412
Letter Unci al M nuscul e M nuscul e
|V 1087 Xl
C 04 1241 2492
Letter Unci al M nuscul e M nuscul e
\% Xl Xl
p45 1505 330
Papyr i M nuscul e M nuscul e
1] 1084 Xl
181 451
M nuscul e M nuscul e
Xl Xl



Fat her

Unci al

VARI ANT READI NG B

6" A B<46J07

88

2495
M nuscul e

Xl VI XV

326
M nuscul e

Xl

436
M nuscul e

X

629
M nuscul e

X'V

630
M nuscul e

X'V

88
M nuscul e

Xl

945
M nuscul e

X

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Byz Lect

Lectionary

Chrysost om
Chur ch
407

P 025
Letter

I X



Al exandri an

West ern

Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne

M nuscul e

I X

81
M nuscul e

1044

A 02
Letter Unci al

Vv

B 03
Letter Unci al

|V

VARI ANT READI NG C:

Al exandri an

Apostol i ¢ Const
Church Fat her
380

Q 044
Letter Unci al

VITI/TX

6"A(or 6"AJ0C) B<46J00
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne

Western

It ar 61
ad Latin
I X

it e 50

ad Latin
\

Ar neni an

\Y,

geo

Geor gi an
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ad Latin
VI |

VARI ANT READING D:  [omit]

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an West ern Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
~ pos Atbrose
Letter Unci al Church Fat her
V/ Vi 397

Ephraem ( Syrus) Anbr osi ast er
Church Fat her Church Fat her
373 IV

| renaeus (of Ly Aristides
Church Fat her Church Fat her
202 [

Augusti ne
Church Fat her
430

EVALUATI ON OF EXTERNAL EVI DENCE

1

Date. Al variants are attested early, although readings C
and D largely by either church fathers or versions.

Geographical Distribution. Readings A and D have broad
geographi cal distribution.

Textual Relationships. Reading Ais represented in all text
famlies, with anple attestation in both Al exandrian and
Western famlies. The om ssion, reading B, is represented
in the Al exandrian sources of p* and O gen.

EVALUATI ON OF | NTERNAL EVI DENCE
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Transcriptional Probabilities.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

| ntrinsic Probabi

Shorter/Longer Reading. Reading #, an omission, is
shortest. Readings C and D are predom nately Western.
Reading B is predom nately Al exandrian. Reading A has
representation in all famlies, including early Al exan-
drian attestation (p®, 1, and O).

Reading Different fromParallel. The prohibition from
B<46J@? is in parallel with the apostolic decree of
Acts 15:29, also viewed retrospectively in Acts 21: 25.
In the latter two settings its attestation is al so
probl emati c.

Mre Difficult Reading. Neither alternative is partic-
ularly difficult froma grammtical standpoint.

Readi ng Whi ch Best Explains the Gthers. The excl usion
of the parallel elenent is likely to initiate its
addition | ater.

S. This author could not detect any

intrinsic probabi

litie
lities applicable to these variants.



92
WORKSHEET FOR TEXTUAL VARI ANT ANALYSI S
APPARATUS USED UBS®

PASSAGE: Acts 15: 20c

VARl ANT READI NG A:  "E:"J@H

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an Western Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
2127 614 0142 049

M nuscul e M nuscul e Nunmber ed Unci al Nunmber ed
Unci al

Xl | Xl X | X

33 E 08 056 1877

M nuscul e Letter Unci al Nunmber ed Unci al M nuscul e
| X VI X Xl VvV

81 it e 50 104 2412

M nuscul e ad Latin M nuscul e M nuscul e
1044 VI 1087 Xl |

A 02 it gig 51 1241 2492
Letter Unci al ad Latin M nuscul e M nuscul e
vV Xl Xl | X

101 it | 67 1505 330
Letter Unci al ad Latin M nuscul e M nuscul e
|V VI | 1084 Xl

B 03 181 451
Letter Unci al M nuscul e M nuscul e
|V Xl Xl



C 04
Letter Unci al

V

cop bo

Coptic
Unci al

p45
Papyr i
111

Letter Uncial

93

2495
M nuscul e

Xl VI XV

326
M nuscul e

Xl

436
M nuscul e

X

629
M nuscul e

X'V

88
M nuscul e

Xl

arm
Ar neni an

V

geo

Geor gi an

Q 044

Byz Lect

Lectionary

P 025
Letter

I X



VIINX

VARI ANT READI NG B

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an

West ern

Uncl assi fi ed

"E-"JOH6"AOF" —< - - 2X8TF4< ©0"'LI@4H (\<,F2'"4
©JXD@4H - B@4,A<

Byzanti ne

M nuscul e

X

cop sa

Coptic

Letter Unci al

V/ VI

Ephraem ( Syrus)

Chur ch Fat her
373

| renaeus (of Ly

Chur ch Fat her
202

it ar 61
AOd Latin
| X

it db
AOd Latin
V

EVALUATI ON OF EXTERNAL EVI DENCE

M nuscul e

X'V

945
M nuscul e

Xl

Aristides
Chur ch Fat her
I 1

eth
Et hi opi c
Vi

Eusebi us, of
Chur ch Fat her
339

Por phyry
Chur ch Fat her
I 1
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Date. Although both variants are attested early, reading B
is largely by either church fathers or versions.

Geographical Distribution. Both readings A and B have broad
geogr aphi cal distribution.

Textual Relationships. Reading Ais represented in all text
famlies, with greatest attestation in the Al exandrian
famly. Reading B is predom nately Wstern.

EVALUATI ON OF | NTERNAL EVI DENCE

1

Transcriptional Probabilities.

(1) Shorter/Longer Reading. Reading Ais shortest.

(2) Reading Different fromParallel. The addition of the
negati vely expressed golden rule is paralleled in a
nunber of manuscripts of 15:29, which is equally prob-
| emati c.

(3) More Difficult Reading. Neither alternative is partic-
ularly difficult froma grammatical standpoint.

(4) Reading Which Best Explains the Gthers. The addition
of the negative golden rule el enment provides an ethical
expl anation for what may have been ot herw se obscure
requirenents.

s. This author could not detect any
s applicable to these variants.

Intrinsic Probabiliti
intrinsic probabiliti

@ (D
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WORKSHEET FOR TEXTUAL VARI ANT ANALYSI S
PASSAGE: Acts 15:29a APPARATUS USED UBS®
VARI ANT READI NG A:  6"'AB<46J&<
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an Western Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
81 614 Gaudenti us (of 2412

M nuscul e M nuscul e Church Fat her M nuscul e
1044 X 400 Xl

A* 02 Jer one

Letter Unci al Church Fat her

vV 420

1+ 01

Letter Unci al

|V

B 03
Letter Unci al

|V

C 04
Letter Unci al

\Y,

Cl enent of Al ex
Chur ch Fat her
215



cop bo
Coptic
IV

cop sa
Coptic
11

Oigen

Chur ch Fat her

254

VARI ANT READI NG B

6" A B<46J07

97

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an

Uncl assi fi ed

Byzanti ne

M nyscule
Unci al
X

2127
M nuscul e

Xl

33
M nuscul e

I X

A% 02

Letter Unci al

West ern
it ar 61
ad Latin
| X

it e 50
ad Latin
\

it gig 51
ad Latin
X1

Nunmber ed Unci al
X

056
Nunmber ed Unci al
X

104
M nuscul e

1087

1241

M nuscul e

I X

1877
M nuscul e

X'V

2492
M nuscul e

X

330

M nuscul e



V

Ic 01
Letter Unci al

Y

D dynmus, of Ale
Chur ch Fat her
398

Fat her

Unci al

Unci al

98

Xl

1505
M nuscul e

1084

181
M nuscul e

Xl

2495
M nuscul e

XI' VI XV

326
M nuscul e

Xl

436
M nuscul e

Xl

629
M nuscul e

X'V

630
M nuscul e

X'V

Xl

451
M nuscul e

Xl

Byz Lect

Lectionary

Chrysost om
Chur ch
407

E 07
Letter

VI

P 025
Letter

I X



VARI ANT READI NG C:

B<46J00@

99

88
M nuscul e

Xl

945
M nuscul e

X

Apostol i ¢ Const
Church Fat her
380

arm
Ar neni an

\Y

Epi phani us (of
Church Fat her
403

Q 044
Letter Unci al

VITI/TX

Theodor et
Chur ch Fat her
466

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY



Al exandri an

West ern

Uncl assi fi ed

Byzanti ne

At hanasi us
Chur ch Fat her
373

VARI ANT READI NG D
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF

Al exandri an

ad Latin
Xl

[onit]

MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

West ern

Uncl assi fi ed

Byzanti ne

Chur ch Fat her
258

D 05
Letter Unci al

VI VI

Ephraem ( Syrus)

Chur ch Fat her
373

| renaeus (of Ly

Chur ch Fat her
202

it db5
ad Latin
V

it | 67

Anbr osi ast er
Chur ch Fat her
|V

Augusti ne
Church Fat her
430

geo
Geor gi an
\Y

Jer ome
Chur ch Fat her
420

Paci an
Chur ch Fat her
392



101
ad Latin
VI |

Tertul lian

Church Fat her

220
EVALUATI ON OF EXTERNAL EVI DENCE

1. Date. Al the variations of this passage have early attes-
tation, although reading Ais strongest with uncials I, A
B, and C

2. Geographical Distribution. The distribution of readings A,
B, and Dis broad. Reading Cis weakly attested to Al exan-
dri a.

3. Textual Rel ationships. Readings A, B and C are largely
Al exandrian witnesses. Reading Dis Wstern.

EVALUATI ON OF | NTERNAL EVI DENCE

1. Transcriptional Probabilities.

(1) Shorter/lLonger Reading. Reading Dis an om ssion; the
ot her readings are nearly equally short.

(2) Reading Different fromParallel. The prohibition from
B<46J@? is in parallel with the apostolic decree of
Acts 15:20, also viewed retrospectively in Acts 21: 25.
In the latter two settings its attestation is also
probl emati c.

(3) Mre Dfficult Reading. These variants present no
grammatical difficulties.

(4) Reading Wich Best Explains the Others. The plural
nunber of reading A was assimlated into the singu-

| ar 205
2. Intrinsic Probabilities. This author could not detect any
intrinsic probabilities applicable to these variants.

2®See Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New
Test anent, 438.



PASSAGE

VARI ANT READI NG A:

Acts 15:29b
6'A B@D<,\"'H

WORKSHEET FOR TEXTUAL VARI ANT ANALYSI S

APPARATUS USED UBS®

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an

West ern

Uncl assi fi ed

Byzanti ne

M nuscul e
Unci al

Xl |

33

M nuscul e

I X

81
M nuscul e

1044

A 02
Letter Unci al

Vv

1 01
Letter Unci al

|V

At hanasi us
Chur ch Fat her
373

Letter Unci al

VI

it e 2
ad Latin
vV

it gig 51
ad Latin
Xl

Tertul lian
Chur ch Fat her
220

Nunmber ed Unci al
X

056
Nunmber ed Unci al
X

104
M nuscul e

1087

1241
M nuscul e

Xl

1505
M nuscul e

1084

181
M nuscul e

X

Nunmber ed
| X

1877
M nuscul e

X'V

2492
M nuscul e

Xl

330
M nuscul e

Xl

451
M nuscul e

X

Byz Lect

Lectionary



B 03

Letter Unci al
Unci al

|V

C 04

Letter Unci al

\Y,

Cl enent of Al ex
Chur ch Fat her
215

cop bo
Coptic
IV

D dynus, of Ale
Chur ch Fat her
398

Origen
Chur ch Fat her
254

103

2495
M nuscul e

Xl VI XV

326
M nuscul e

Xl

436
M nuscul e

X

629
M nuscul e

X'V

88
M nuscul e

Xl

Apostol i ¢ Const
Church Fat her
380

arm

Ar neni an

geo

P 025
Letter

I X



VARI ANT READI NG B

104

Geor gi an
\Y

p33
Papyr i
Vi

Q 044
Letter Unci al

VITI/TX

6""AB@D<,\"H, 6""AOF"" -~ 2X8,J, 0""LJ@AH (\<,F2"4

©J,D@4H -~ B@4,A<

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an

Uncl assi fi ed

M nuscul e

X

cop sa
Coptic
11

M nuscul e

X

Cypri an
Chur ch Fat her

258

D 05
Letter Unci al

V/ VI

| renaeus (of

Chur ch Fat her

Ly

M nuscul e

X'V

945
M nuscul e

X

Anbr osi ast er
Chur ch Fat her
|V

eth

Et hi opi ¢

Byzanti ne
2412

M nuscul e
Xl



VARI ANT READI NG C:
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF

Al exandri an

202

it ar 61
ad Latin
| X

it db5
ad Latin
V

it | 67
ad Latin
VI |

it p 54
ad Latin
X1

it ph 63
ad Latin
Xl |

[onit]

105

Vi

Eusebi us, of Ca
Chur ch Fat her
339

Por phyry
Church Fat her
I

MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Uncl assi fi ed

Byzanti ne

Gaudenti us (of
Church Fat her
400

Vigilius



106
Chur ch Fat her
484

EVALUATI ON OF EXTERNAL EVI DENCE

1

Date. The attestation for an early date for readings B and
C are largely fromchurch fathers (although reading B is
support by uncial D). Reading Ais strongest with uncials
I, A B C and E

Geographical Distribution. The distribution of reading B is
broad. Reading Ais largely attested to Al exandri a.

Textual Relationships. Readings Ais |largely Al exandrian
W tnesses. Reading B is Wstern.

EVALUATI ON OF | NTERNAL EVI DENCE

1

Transcriptional Probabilities.

(1) Shorter/lLonger Reading. Reading Cis an om ssion; the
variant of reading Ais short.

(2) Reading Different fromParallel. The prohibition from
B@D<,\"H is in parallel with Acts 15:20, also viewed
retrospectively in Acts 21:25. However, the parallels
are also textually problematic.

(3) Mre Dfficult Reading. These variants present no
grammatical difficulties.

(4) Reading Wich Best Explains the Others. Reading Bis
an anplification in parallel with variants of 15:20.

| ntrinsic Probabi
intrinsic probabi

S. This author could not detect any

litie
lities applicable to these variants.
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WORKSHEET FOR TEXTUAL VARI ANT ANALYSI S
APPARATUS USED UBS®

PASSAGE: Acts 15: 29c

VARl ANT READI NG A:  BDV>,J,

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an Western Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
1739 614 0142 049

M nuscul e M nuscul e Nunmber ed Unci al Nunmber ed
Unci al

X Xl X | X

2127 E 08 056 1877

M nuscul e Letter Unci al Nunmber ed Unci al M nuscul e
Xl | VI X XV

33 it e 2 104 2412

M nuscul e ad Latin M nuscul e M nuscul e
| X Vv 1087 Xl |

81 it gig 51 1241 2492

M nuscul e ad Latin M nuscul e M nuscul e
1044 Xl Xl X

A 02 1505 330
Letter Unci al M nuscul e M nuscul e
Vv 1084 Xl |

1 01 181 451
Letter Unci al M nuscul e M nuscul e
|V Xl Xl
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B 03
Letter Unci al

|V

Cl enent of Al ex

Chur ch Fat her

Unci a
215

cop bo
Coptic
IV

cop sa
Coptic

D dynus, of Ale
Chur ch Fat her
398

Origen
Chur ch Fat her
254

2495
M nuscul e

Xl VI XV

629
M nuscul e

X'V

630
M nuscul e

X'V

88
M nuscul e

Xl

945
M nuscul e

X

Apostol i ¢ Const
Church Fat her

380

geo
Geor gi an
\Y

p33

Byz Lect

Lectionary

P 025
Letter

I X
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Papyr i
Vi

Paci an
Church Fat her
392
Q 044
Letter Uncial
VIIIX
VARI ANT READI NG B: BDV>"J,
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY
Al exandri an West ern Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
coa  itarel 26

Letter Unci al ad Latin M nuscul e

\% I X X'l

arm
Ar nmeni an

V

eth ro
Et hi opi c
XVI

VARI ANT READING C. BDV>0J,

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY

Al exandri an Western Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne



VARI ANT READI NG D
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF

Al exandri an

M nuscul e

X

110
Letter Unci al M nuscul e M nuscul e
\ Xl X'V
BDV>"J, N,D™-,<@4 !<Jé (\aB<,b:"J4
MANUSCRI PTS BY TEXT FAM LY
Western Uncl assi fi ed Byzanti ne
Letter Unci al

V/ VI

Ephraem ( Syrus)
Church Fat her
373

| renaeus (of Ly
Chur ch Fat her
202

it db
AOd Latin
V

it | 67
AOd Latin
VI |

Tertul lian
Chur ch Fat her
220
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EVALUATI ON OF EXTERNAL EVI DENCE

1. Date. The attestation for an early date for readings B and
C are largely fromchurch fathers (although reading B is
support by uncial D). Reading Ais strongest with uncials
I, A B C and E

2. Geographical Distribution. The distribution of reading B is
broad. Reading Ais largely attested to Al exandri a.

3. Textual Relationships. Readings Ais largely Al exandrian
W tnesses. Reading B is Wstern.

EVALUATI ON OF | NTERNAL EVI DENCE

1. Transcriptional Probabilities.

(1) Shorter/Longer Reading. Readings A B, and C are
equal |y short.

(2) Reading Different fromParallel. Not applicable.

(3) More Difficult Reading. O the three short readings,
the aorist or inperfect of reading B and the aori st
subj unctive of reading C are nore difficult than the
future tense of reading A

(4) Reading Which Best Explains the Ghers. Reading C
appears to be an anplification of the original conmon
to the Western tradition.?®

2. Intrinsic Probabi
intrinsic probabi

s. This author could not detect any
s applicable to these variants.

litie
litie

2®gee Met zger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New
Testanent, 263, n. 12.



APPENDI X FI VE
HOM LETI CAL OUTLI NE

Sernon Title: Acts 15: Blueprint for Christian Conflict Resol u-

tion.

Qutli ne:

| V.

VI .

In order to resolve conflict, we nust first identify the
nature of the problem

A Sone problens involve biblically unassail able truths.

B. O her problens do not.

1. O her problens stemfromthe conplexity of the
human condi ti on.

2. O her problens stemfromvaried expressions of
piety.

In order to resolve conflict, it is often profitable to
counci | together.

A Councilling together allows us to identify and under-
stand the present working of God in our mdst.

B. Councilling together enables us to rem nd and encour age
oursel ves with how God has worked anong us in the past.

C. Councilling together grants us the opportunity to be
rem nded of God's divine purposes as He has reveal ed
t hem t hrough Hi s word.

In order to resolve conflict, we nust endeavor to cone to a
common resol ution
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