LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES:
Victory Promises & Hearing Commands

The Message to Ephesus
70 éxwv oug akovoatw Ti To nvedua AéyeL talc EkkAnoiaig.

T@ vikwvtt Swow avt® @ayelv ék tol EUAov Ti¢ {wijg, 6
ot €v T napadeiow 1ol Feod.

The Message to Smyrna
11 0 éwv ol¢ drouodtw Ti 1O nvedpa Aéyel Taic
EkkAnoiaig.
O vik@v oU un aédikndij ék tod Savarouv tod Seutépou.

The Message to Pergamum
17 0 éwv ol¢ drouodtw Ti TO0 nvedpa Aéyel Taic
E€kkAnoiaig.
T@ vikwvtt wow aut® Tto0 pdvva Tol KEKPUUUEVOU Kai
Swow aut® Yijpov Asuknyv, kai énti tnv Yigov dvoua Katvov
veypauuévov 8 oU8eic oibev i uf 6 AauBavwv.

The Message to Thyatira
26 Kai 0 vik@v kai 0 tTnp@v axpt téAoug ta £pya uou,
Swow aut@ fouciav Eni t@wv €9vav 27 kai royuavel avtols
€v paBéw o1énpd w¢ Ta OKEUN T KEPAULKE ouvTpiBeTa, 28
we Kayw eiAnga napd 1ol natpog pou, Kai Swow aut@ Tov
AoTEPQ TOV IPWIVOV.

29 0 éxwv ou¢ dkovoatw Ti TO nvelua Afyst Taic
E£KkkAnoiaig.

The Message to Sardis
5 0 vikwv oUtwe neptBaAcital év iupatiols Asukoic kai
oU un ééalAeiPw 10 dvoua avtol £k ti¢ BiBAou ti¢ {wi¢ Kai
ouoAoynow to dvoua autol évwriov Tol MATPOC UOU Kai
évwrtiov Twv ayyéAwv autod.
60 éxwv oU¢ AKouodTw Ti TO nveipa Aéyet taic EkkAnoiaig.

The Message to Philadelphia

12 O vik@wyv notjow autov otiddov év T@ va® tol Jeol pou
Kol E§w oU un £6EA9N &t kai ypayw En’ adtov 16 évoua tol
J€00 pou Kai 1o évoua ti¢ moAsws told 3ol pou, Th¢ Kavi¢
lepoucaAnu n kataBaivovoa €k Tol oupavold ano told deol
HOU, Katl TO GVOUd UOU TO KaVOV.

13 0 éwv ol¢ drouodtw Ti TO nvelpa Aéyel Taic
E€kkAnoiaig.

The Message to Laodicea
21 0 vik@v dwow aut® Kadicot uet’ Euoi v @ Jpovw
HOoU, W¢ KAyw Eviknoa kai ékadoa UETA TOU TATPOC UOU EV
@ Jpovw avtod.
22 0 &wv oU¢ droucdtw Ti TO nvedpa Aéyel Taic
E£kkAnoiaig.

The Message to Ephesus
7 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.
To everyone who conquers, | will give permission to eat
from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God.

The Message to Smyrna
11 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.
Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second
death.

The Message to Pergamum

17 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.

To everyone who conquers | will give some of the hidden
manna, and I will give a white stone, and on the white stone
is written a new name that no one knows except the one who
receives it.

The Message to Thyatira

26 To everyone who conquers and continues to do my
works to the end,

1 will give authority over the nations;
27 to rule them with an iron rod,

as when clay pots are shattered—

28 even as | also received authority from my Father. To the
one who conquers | will also give the morning star.

29 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.

The Message to Sardis
5 If you conquer, you will be clothed like them in white
robes, and | will not blot your name out of the book of life; |
will confess your name before my Father and before his an-
gels.
6 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.

The Message to Philadelphia

12 If you conquer, | will make you a pillar in the temple
of my God; you will never go out of it. | will write on you the
name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new
Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of heaven, and
my own new name.

13 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.

The Message to Laodicea
21 To the one who conquers I will give a place with me on
my throne, just as | myself conquered and sat down with my
Father on his throne.
22 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.”



Who is to enter Heaven?

1.

The “overcomer” as signaled by both 6 vik®v (2:7,
11, 26; 3:5, 12, 21) and T® vik@vtt (2:17). Both are
present participle forms from the verb vikaw spec-
ifying those victorious over the Devil and tempta-
tion.

. The 0 vik@v is defined as 0 tnp®v axptL TEAoug T

€pya pou (2:26), the one keeping until the end my
works. To be an ‘overcomer’ means faithfully do-
ing what Christ tells us to do consistently through
our spiritual journey.

. The established formula pattern of this saying that

is attached toward the end of each of the seven
messages helps pave the way for chapters four and
five that describe in dramatic apocalyptic language
what Heaven is like.

What will happen when we enter Heaven:

1.

Ephesus (2:7)

We are granted permission by Christ “to eat from
the tree of life that is in the paradise of God”
(bayelv ék tod EUAou Thg Iwfic, O €0tV &v TQ
napadeiow tol Bg00.).

Smyrna (2:11)
We “will not be harmed by the second death” ( oU
un adknBij €k tol Bavatou tol Seutépou.).

Pergamum (2:17)

We will receive “some of the hidden manna,” (to0
pavva to0 Kekpuppévou), and “a white stone, and
on the white stone is written a new name that
no one knows except the one who receives it”
(bRidov Aeukny, kat mt tv Piidov Gvoua Kavov
VEVPapHEVOV O 0USELC OlSeV £l i) O AapBavwy.)

Thyatira (2:26-28)

We will be given “authority over the nations; to
rule them with an iron rod, as when clay pots are
shattered— even as | also received authority from
my Father,” (€€ouciav €ml TOV £€6vOV Kal molpavel
aUTOUG €V PABSW odnpd WE TA OKEVN T KEPOLLLKAL
ouvtpifetal, w¢ kayw giAnda mopd tol MATPOG
uou,), and also “the morning star” (tov dotépa TOV
TPWIVOV).

Sardis (3:5)
We will “be clothed like them in white robes”

(oUtwg meplBaleital €v ipatiolg Aeukolc). Christ
“will not blot your name out of the book of life”
(o0 pn €€alelPpw tO Ovopa avutod €k tfic BiBAou
¢ (wig). And He “will confess your name before
my Father and before his angels” (6poloyrnow tO
ovopa autol évwriov tol matpog HoU Kal EVWTLoV
TV AyYEAWV autol.).

Philadelphia (3:12)

. We will be made “a pillar in the temple of my God;

you will never go out of it” (ctOAov év T® va® tol
Beo0 pou kal £€w oU un €EENON £tl). Christ “will
write on you the name of my God, and the name of
the city of my God, the new Jerusalem that comes
down from my God out of heaven, and my own new
name” (ypayw €’ altov 10 6vopa tol Bgol pou
Kal T0 6vopa Ti¢ mMOAewg Tol Beol pou, THC KAV
lepoucaAnu i kataPaivovoa ék ol oUpavol amo
100 B0U pou, Kol TO 6VOUd HOU TO KALVOV.)
Laodicea (3:21)

. We will be given “a place with me on my throne,

just as | myself conquered and sat down with my
Father on his throne” (kaBioal pet’ £uold €v @
BpOvVw pou, WG KAYW éviknoo kal Ekadloa pHetd To0
TATPOC pHov v T® Bpovw auvtol).



