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[a Biblia|

de las Américas

24 Ahora me alegro
de mis sufrimientos por
vosotros, y en mi car-
ne, completando lo que
falta de las aflicciones
de Cristo, hago mi parte
por su cuerpo, que es la
iglesia, 25 de la cual fui
hecho ministro conforme
a la administracion de
Dios que me fue dada
para beneficio vuestro,
a fin de llevar a cabo la
predicacion de la palabra
de Dios, 26 es decir, el
misterio que ha estado
oculto desde los siglos
y generaciones pasa-
das, pero que ahora ha
sido manifestado a sus
santos, 27 a quienes
Dios quiso dar a conocer
cuales son las riquezas
de la gloria de este miste-
rio entre los gentiles, que
es Cristo en vosotros, la
esperanza de la gloria.
28 A El nosotros procla-
mamos, amonestando
a todos los hombres, y
ensefiando a todos los
hombres con toda sa-
biduria, a fin de poder
presentar a todo hombre
perfecto en Cristo. 29
Y con este fin también
trabajo, esforzandome
segun su poder que obra
poderosamente en mi.

NRSV

24 | am now rejoicing
in my sufferings for your
sake, and in my flesh |
am completing what is
lacking in Christ’s afflic-
tions for the sake of his
body, that is, the church.
25 | became its servant
according to God’s com-
mission that was given to
me for you, to make the
word of God fully known,
26 the mystery that has
been hidden throughout
the ages and genera-
tions but has now been
revealed to his saints. 27
To them God chose to
make known how great
among the Gentiles are
the riches of the glory
of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope
of glory. 28 It is he whom
we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching
everyone in all wisdom,
so that we may pres-
ent everyone mature in
Christ. 29 For this | toil
and struggle with all the
energy that he powerfully
inspires within me.

NLT

24 | am glad when |
suffer for you in my body,
for | am completing what
remains of Christ’s suf-
ferings for his body, the
church. 25 God has giv-
en me the responsibility
of serving his church by
proclaiming his message
in all its fullness to you
Gentiles. 26 This mes-
sage was kept secret
for centuries and gen-
erations past, but now it
has been revealed to his
own holy people. 27 For
it has pleased God to tell
his people that the riches
and glory of Christ are for
you Gentiles, too. For this
is the secret: Christ lives
in you, and this is your
assurance that you will
share in his glory. 28 So
everywhere we go, we tell
everyone about Christ.
We warn them and teach
them with all the wisdom
God has given us, for we
want to present them to
God, perfect in their re-
lationship to Christ. 29
| work very hard at this,
as | depend on Christ's
mighty power that works
within me.
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The Study of the Text:!
1. What did the text mean to the first readers?

With this passage we begin a two part study of Paul’s ministry that is presented in 1:24-29 and 2:1-5. The
focus on the first text is on Paul’s struggles to minister in behalf of the Colossians. The gospel is a mystery
that has now been disclosed to God’s people. The second text emphasizes Paul’s longing for the churches
that he did not know personally, in particular the Colossians, Laodiceans and others. The emphasis upon
the Gospel as mystery continues. From these texts we gain insight into the nature of gospel ministry as Paul
experienced it. Out of this should come better understanding of the calling upon every minister of the gospel
to serve Christ.

Historical Context:

External History. In the history of the copying of the Greek text in verses 24-29, no variation
in wording surfaces that the editors of The Greek New Testament (4th rev. edition) felt important
enough for translation so as to list them. Thus no alternative readings are listed in the text appa-
ratus of this printed Greek New Testament.

However, in the Novum Testament Graece (27th rev. edition) seven places are listed where
variation in wording does surface when comparing the existing manuscript copies.? But as we have
seen previously these variations are stylistic in nature as efforts to clarify meaning and improve style
of writing by later copyists. None of them alters the meaning of the text. Consequently we can ana-
lyze the above text in full confidence that it reflects the words that Timothy wrote down from Paul’s
dictation of this letter.

Internal History. The duration of Paul’s ministry from his conversion / calling in AD 33 to the writing
of this letter about AD 58 is the historical scope of this passage. His stress is on the beginning and ending
points, with hardly any reference to the between years. In other places he provides more details of these
years,® in addition to the summary description of Paul’'s ministry by Luke in Acts chapters 9, 13-28. Several

1Eerious study| of the biblical text must look at the ‘then’ meaning, i.e., the historical meaning, and the ‘now’ meaning, i.e., the
contemporary application, of the scripture text. In considering fhe historical meaning, both elements of literary design and histori-
cal aspects must be considered. In each study we will attempt a summary overview of these procedures in the interpretation of the
scripture text.

’Kolosser 1,24

* pnov 82 075. 81. 323. 326. 629. 1241¢. 1505. 2464 pc t vg™ sy"; Chr (pov is inserted after tafnpocty)
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[Eberhard Nestle, Erwin Nestle, Kurt Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece, 27. Aufl., rev. (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstif-
tung, 1993), 525.]

*One of the more detailed descriptions is found in 2 Corinthians 11:24-33, written in the mid-50s:

2 Cor. 11:24-33 (NRSV): 24 Five times I have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten
with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked; for a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent jour-
neys, in danger from rivers, danger from bandits, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in
the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers and sisters; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, hungry
and thirsty, often without food, cold and naked. 28 And, besides other things, I am under daily pressure because of my anxiety for all
the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I am not indignant? 30 If I must boast, I will boast
of the things that show my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus (blessed be he forever!) knows that I do not lie. 32
In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, 33 but I was let down in a basket
through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.

Other references include 2 Cor. 1:3-11; 4:7-12.

2 Cor. 1:3-11 (NRSV): 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all con-
solation, 4 who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation
with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is
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times he will reflect back on his ministry in the city where the church is to whom he is writing.* When viewed
together as a depiction of almost three decades of gospel ministry, the picture that emerges from these texts
is challenging, to say the least. The idea of being a pastor, a missionary, or in other service in Christian min-
istry set forth here is not that often painted by Christian leaders today.

This is certainly not the picture of today’s TV preacher traveling around in his or
her personal jet from preaching engagement to preaching engagement, and staying
in the finest hotel rooms while in each location!® The apostle Paul would be outraged
were it possible for him to know how many modern day preachers live. Authentic
gospel ministry includes suffering and hardships! There’s no getting around it!

Fortunately, authentic gospel ministry also includes unbelievable blessings from God, primarily of a
spiritual nature. In Paul’s expressions of personal thanksgiving, he tends to focus upon his relationship with
Jesus, rather than on the ministry God had given him. But in a couple of places we can see some insight into
his feeling about ministry that provides a backdrop to our text here.

In Philippians (4:10-20), which was written a year or so after Colossians from Rome, Paul reflects on
his sense of satisfaction in whatever material circumstance he found himself in. This is prompted by a love
offering brought to him in Rome from the church at Philippi by Epaphroditus:

10 | rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were
concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it. 11 Not that | am referring to being in need; for | have
learned to be content with whatever | have. 12 | know what it is to have little, and | know what it is to have plenty.
In any and all circumstances | have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty
and of being in need. 13 | can do all things through him who strengthens me. 14 In any case, it was kind of you
to share my distress. 15 You Philippians indeed know that in the early days of the gospel, when | left Macedonia,
no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you alone. 16 For even when | was in
Thessalonica, you sent me help for my needs more than once. 17 Not that | seek the gift, but | seek the profit
that accumulates to your account. 18 | have been paid in full and have more than enough; | am fully satisfied,
now that | have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and
pleasing to God. 19 And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Later on after being released from Roman imprisonment and before being re-arrested and taken back to
Rome, Paul expresses profound gratitude for God’s calling to ministry; 1 Tim. 1:12-17:

12 | am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful
and appointed me to his service, 13 even though | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a
man of violence. But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom | am the
foremost. 16 But for that very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in
him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory

abundant through Christ. 6 If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your
consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also suffering. 7 Our hope for you is
unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation. 8 We do not want you to be unaware,
brothers and sisters, of the affliction we experienced in Asia; for we were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired of life
itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death so that we would rely not on ourselves but on God who raises
the dead. 10 He who rescued us from so deadly a peril will continue to rescue us; on him we have set our hope that he will rescue
us again, 11 as you also join in helping us by your prayers, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us
through the prayers of many.

2 Cor. 4:7-12 (NRSV): 7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power be-
longs to God and does not come from us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that
the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.

‘Cf. 1 Cor. 2:1-4:14; 2 Cor. 1:8-4:18; Gal. 1:10-2:21; 1 Thess. 2:1-3:13. Typically, a focus on ministry in general will contain
references to his ministry among his readers prior to the writing of the letter.

SNor is it the picture of ministry found among many of the ‘mega-church’ pastors whose salary reaches or surpasses a million
US dollars annually. In spite of many claims, none of these can say truthfully with the Apostle Peter (Acts 3:6, NRSV): “But Peter
said, ‘I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.’”
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forever and ever. Amen.
At the very end of his life, while writing to Timothy Paul reflects on his ministry as he awaits trial again
before Emperor Nero in the mid 60s; cf. 2 Tim. 1:8-18:%

8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me
in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given
to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing
of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. 11 For this gospel | was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this
reason | suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for | know the one in whom | have put my trust, and |
am sure that he is able to guard until that day what | have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of
sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard
the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 15 You are aware that
all who are in Asia have turned away from me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 May the Lord
grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed
of my chain; 17 when he arrived in Rome, he eagerly searched for me and found me 18 — may the
Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! And you know very well how much service
he rendered in Ephesus.

No where in Paul’s writings will one find a romanticized portrayal of Christian ministry. It brought him no
personal glory, no personal wealth, no power over people, no prominence in society -- absolutely nothing
that modern men often seek in life. Christian ministry is no place for egotists and offers nothing that this world
promises. The esteem and reverence that Christians have given to the apostle Paul over the centuries is
‘post facto,’ that is, this developed long after Paul’s death. For the apostle the sense of doing God’s will was
the blessing from the Heaven Father that he sought. Nothing else mattered; certainly not the things typically
valued by this world.

Our passage then stands in this pattern of personal reflection on ministry, and contains many insights
typical of the others but also several that are distinctive to Colossians.

Literary Aspects:

The literary aspects of Col. 1:24-29 play a helpful role in the interpretive process. Thus it is important to
give careful consideration to them.

Literary Form: By 1:24, we have the beginning of the letter body, and perhaps earlier than this.” As
mentioned in previous studies in Colossians, the broad genre of ‘letter’ signals the occasional nature of the
contents. Paul touches on his ministry out of a concern produced from the report received from Epaphras
(cf. 1:8) when he arrived at Caesarea where Paul was under Roman arrest. This has occasioned various
assessments regarding the false teaching and teachers at Colossae that Paul will oppose later in the letter
(cf. esp. 2:8ff.). Whether 1:24-2:5 should be considered a ‘defense of Paul’'s ministry’ or not is questionable.
The text does not contain ‘apologetic’ tones, such as are found in Gal. 1:10-2:21 or 2 Cor. 10-13, which are
clearly defenses of his ministry. The surrounding context, especially 1:8, suggests a sharing of one’s ministry
with people deeply caring for the apostle.

At the small genre level, Col. 1:24-29 should be considered as a personal narrative reflecting back on
the apostle’s understanding of the nature of his ministry to the Colossians largely in theological terms. Such
narratives in Paul’s writings are autobiographical, since the apostle is describing his own experience rather
than someone else describing it. But throughout the writings of Paul these texts do not take on an established
form and pattern so that they can be labeled as a distinct genre.

Literary Setting: As the below outline highlights, Col. 1:24-29 represents clearly the letter body, which
has most likely begun earlier, perhaps as early as 1:9. The transitioning from Proem to letter Body takes

Similar is 2 Tim. 2:8-10 (NRSV): “8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David — that is my gospel,
9 for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I
endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.”

"This is contrary to a few commentators who see the body of the letter beginning with either 2:6 or 2:8. Virtually all of these

commentators also reflect little training or skills in literary critical analysis. Consequently their mostly undefended claims have little
credibility.
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place in 1:9-23 and is achieved clearly by 1:24.

But equally important is the way 1:24-29 is linked to 1:21-23 and 2:1-5,
as a continuation of themes and topics. The concluding assertion of Paul in
1:23, “I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel,” (To0 g0ayyeAiou...,00 £yevounv
¢yw MalAog didkovog) becomes the launch pad for 1:24-29. In 1:25, Paul
will see himself also as a servant of the church (1] é&kkAnaia, Ag éyevounv éyw
d1dkovog). Thus 1:24-29 is linked to 1:21-23 closely with the image of Paul

being a servant. Additionally the ‘church’ (i} ékkAnaia) is
mentioned in 1:18 and in 1:25 given further linkage to the
preceding material reaching back into 1:15-20. Of course,
Christ is mentioned in all three texts, along with ‘gospel
in 1:21-23 and 1:24-29. The statement of ministry goal
in 1:28, “so that we may present everyone mature in Christ,”
(iva TTapacTAoWEV TTAVTA GvBpwTTov TEAEIOV €V XPIOTX)
corresponds to his earlier expressed prayer goal for the
Colossians in 1:10, “so that you may lead lives worthy of
the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good
work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.” Clearly 1:24-
29 continues many of the ideas, and builds upon these
ideas, that were presented earlier to the Colossians.
Then 1:24-29 is closely linked to 2:1-5 as well, with
both being depictions of Paul’s ministry. Most importantly
the theme of ‘suffering’ links the two passages: 1:24, “in

my sufferings,” €v T0iG TTaBAuaciv and 2:1, “l am struggling”

(AAikov ayva Exw), even though they are different but still related
concepts. Most importantly the theme of ‘mystery’ (10 puoTiipiov) links these
two passages. The qualifying terms added to the word in both texts® form
a critical context for understanding Paul’s idea. The common first person
narrative perspective between the two texts further binds the two texts

together.

Outline of Colossians

Praescriptio
Introduction: 1:1-2
Superscriptio: 1:1
Adscriptio: 1:2a
Salutatio: 1:2b
Proem
Thankfulness: 1:3-8
Body
Intercession: 1:9-12
Christus Hymnus: 1:13-20
Reconciliation: 1:21-23

Paul’s Ministry 1: 1:24-29
Paul’s Ministry 2: 2:1-5

Christian Living 1: 2:6-15
Christian Living 2: 2:16-19

Christian Legalism: 2:20-23
Seeking the Heavenly Things: 3:1-4
Christian Behavior: 3:5-11

Getting Dressed: 3:12-17

Haustafeln: 3:18-4:1
Husband/Wife: 3:18-19
Father/Children: 3:20-21
Master/Slaves: 3:22-4:1

Admonitions and Requests: 4:2-6

Conclusio
Tychicus: 4:7-9
Greetings: 4:10-17
Closing: 4:18
Letter Validation: 4:18a
Prayer Request: 4:18b
Benedictio: 4:19c

Thus in the pattern established beginning in 1:3, each pericope is ‘linked’ to the successive one by either
‘headers’ or also by repeated words and concepts. Yet, each passage advances the thought flow forward with
new ideas. This is certainly the case in 1:24-29.

Literary Structure: The of the original Greek text visually highlights the thought flow
inside the passage, and is reflected in the rather literalistic English translation below.

.24 Now

8 I am rejoicing
in my sufferings

and

in your behalf,

9 I am filling up the missing things

of the afflictions of Christ

in my flesh
in behalf of His body,

8Col. 1:25b-26 (NRSV): “to make the word of God
generations but has now been revealed to his saints.”
Col. 2:2b-3 (NRSV): “the knowledge of God’s mystery, th

knowledge.”

which is the church,

of which I have become a slave,

e |
according to the administration

of God

which was given to me

for you
in order to make full

the Word of God,

lly known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and

ht is, Christ himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
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which is the mystery,
that has been hidden
from the ages,

and
from the generations,
but
now

--- has been revealed
to His saints,
127 to whom God desired to make known,
What are the riches,
of the glory
of this mystery

which is Christ in you,

| the hope of glory;

| whom we proclaim

| warning every person
| and

| teaching every person
| with full wisdom

| in order to present every person
|
|

mature
in Christ
.29 | and
for which I labor
agnozing
in regard to the energizing

in me
with power.

This single sentence in the Greek text makes two core declarations (#s 8 and 9): “I rejoice” (xaipw) and
“l fill up” (GvtavatmAnp®). Both are conceptually connected to one another as attitude and action. Paul talks
often in his letters about rejoicing. And, although strange sounding to modern readers, he speaks about
rejoicing in suffering. The second verb, avravamAnp®, is found only here in all of the New Testament, but is
part of a set of verbs with the root stem of mTAnpdw. The construction, “I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions” (GvtavatmAnp® 1& UoTepripaTta TV BAiwewyv 100 XpioTod), is even more puzzling to modern ears.
But off this basic affirmation come all the expansion elements in vv. 24b-29. When taken as a whole, the
expression becomes more understandable. Christ, His body the church, and the service of Paul to the church
are all inner connected by Paul’s sufferings and Christ’s suffering.

Exegesis of the Text:
Paul speaks of ministry here, but in ways we are not accustomed to hearing from modern pulpits. This
text is somewhat paralleled by the similar declaration in Ephesians 3:1-14 (NRSV):

1 This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — 2 for surely you
have already heard of the commission of God'’s grace that was given me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind,
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this
gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power.
8 Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith
in him. 13 | pray therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory.

3.1 TouTou xapiv éyw MadAog 6 déapiog 100 XpioTol Incol UTrép UPW@V TV €BVV — 2 €1 ye KkouoaTe
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TRV oikovopiav TAG XapiTog ToU Beol Thg dobeiong pol €ig UPAG: 3 KaTd ATTOKAAUWIV Eyvwpiodn pol TO
MUaTApPIOV, KaBWG TTPofypaya v OAiyw, 4 TTPOG 0 dUVAOHE AvayIvWOKOVTEG Vofjoal TRV OUVETIV POU &V T(D
puaTnpiw 100 Xp1oTod, 5 0 £TEPaIG YEVEQTG OUK £yVwPiadn TOIG Uioig TV avBpwTTWY wg VOV ATrekaAleon
TOIG AyioIC ATTOOTOAOIC aUTOT Kai TTIPOPATAIS £V TIVeUUaTI, 6 gival T& EBvn GUYKANPOVOUa Kai GUCOWUA Kai
ouppétoxa Ti¢ EmmayyeAiag év XpioT® Incod 81t o0 ebayyehiou, 7 oU éyeviBnv Sidikovog katd THvV dwpedv
TAG X&piTog 100 B0l TG 60BeioNG PoI KOTA TAV EvEpyeiav TAG OUVANEWS aUTOT — 8 €0l T EAAXIOTOTEPW
TTAvVTWY ayiwv £€560n R XapIg auTtn — ToiG £€Bveaiv elayyeAicaoBal 16 aveixviaoTov TTAoTTOG TOU XpIoTod,
9 kai gwrTical TTAvTag Tig R oikovopia ToU puaTnpiou ToU ATTOKEKPUUMEVOU GTTO TV aivwy &V TG BEQ
TQ 10 TavTa kTicavT, 10 iva yvwpioBf viv Taig apxaig kai 1ol £€ouaiaig €v Toig €Toupaviolg d1a TAG
¢KkAnoiag 1 moAutroikiAog cogia 1ol 80U, 11 katd TTPOBeTIV TV AiVWV NV €TToINCEV €V T XPIOTM
'Incol TG Kupiw AUV, 12 &v (U EXOoMeV THV TTAPPNGIaV Kai TTPOCaywyAV £V TTETTOIOARCE! SIdt THC TTIOTEWC
aUToU. 13 810 aitolpal uf €yKakeiv €v Taig BAiweaiv pou UTTEP UPQYV, ATIG €0TIV OEA UPGV.
Many commentators focus on the theme of mystery and making the mystery known as signals of Paul
reacting to a budding gnosticism in the Christian community at Colossae, and perhaps at Ephesus as well.? If
this is the case, the allusions are very obscure and no firm conclusions about the false teaching at Colossae
can be deduced from this text, and even less from the Ephesians text. The metaphorical language of Paul
here can be accounted for in other ways, than as anti-Gnostic polemic.
Ministry revolves around two key terms in the passage, notably v. 25: didkovog, and Trv oikovopiav
100 B€00. The historical background and inner-connectedness of these two terms presents a clear picture,
although culturally unknown in our western society. One of the meanings for didkovog in the ancient world
was ‘slave.” Although it is possible to refer to different types of slaves by this word, one of its most common
designations was to specify the household slaves who were responsible for preparing and serving the food
in the household. The second term, oikovouia, (lit., ‘the law of the house’) designated the authoritative
instructions given to the various slaves by the chief slave, p oikovéuoc, who answered only to the mastef
pf the house. This slave was literally the ‘law of the house’ and had authority over all the other slaves, and
sometimes even over the children of the master of the house. |
Paul saw his ministry as a slave of God serving spiritual nourishment under the instructions from God
Himself, who had absolute authority in the household. God mapped out these instructions to Paul and
commissioned him to carry them out, particularly here, in serving spiritual nourishment to the church. This
hourishment was intended to grow them into spiritual adults (cf. v. 28b, “so that we may present everyone
mature in Christ,” iva rTapaocTijowuev Tavia avBpwtrov TéAEIoV év Xp1oT®m-). |
But this ministry had distinctive traits that centered around suffering)

Paul’s ministry of rejoicing in suffering, v. 24a: ‘| am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake” (NOV
aipw £v T0iC TTOBAUACIV UTTEP UPGV). |

Joy and suffering are strange companions in western culture. About the only way we link them is with

oy in watching our enemies suffer. But the world of Paul was not modern western culture. Early on in Paul’'s

ministry he had come to realize the potential value of suffering hardships in the service of God. In the middle

Of his career he wrote to the Romans (5:3-5, NRSV)]

And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and enduranceg
roduces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
oured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us]

B o0 poévov &€, AANG Kai kauywueda év Taic OAiweaiv, iddTeC OTI 1) DATWIC UTTOUOVNV KATEPYAZETAl, 4 I

P& UtTopovn SoKIunv, 1) 6& dokiun EATTida. 5 1) 6& EATTic oU KaTaIoXUVEI- OTI 1) AyaTTn T00 000 EKKEXUTAI €V

TOiC Kapdialc AUV dId TTVEUUAToC Gyiou ToU S00EVTOC NIV

He saw the spiritual growth opportunity coming out of suffering, and found good in this. During this same
eriod of his ministry when Romans was written, he also observed the same thing in the Proem of his lettef

to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 1:3-7, NRSV)]

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation

1 who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with thg

9,

One should not forget that Ephesians. Colossians, and Philemon came as a “‘package” to these churches from Ephesus eastward
fo the Lycus Valley where Colossae was located. All three letters were to be read in these churches.

Page 7 of Colossians Study|
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consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for
s, SO also our consolation is abundant through Christ. 6 If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and
Salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the
same sufferings that we are also suffering. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in ouf
Sufferings, so also you share in our consolation|
3 EUAoynTtdc 6 Bed¢ kai Tratne 100 Kupiou AUAYV Incold XpioTol, 6 TTatnp TWV OiKTIpUWV Kai Bed¢ TTdon
MApPaKANOEWS, 4 O TTaPAKOA®V RUAC £t TTaon 1A BAIwel AUV, €ic TO dUvaoBal NUAEC TTAPAKAAETV ToUC €V TTAOT!
PAiper d1d TAC TTapaKARTEWS NS TTapakahouueda autoi UTTO 100 Be0l. 5 0TI KOBWC TTEPICOEVEl TG TTAOUOTA TOJ
Xp1oT00 €ic uac, oUtwe 816 To0 XploTol TTEPIoTEUEl Kai 1} TTAPAKANCIC AUWV. 6 €iTe O OANIBOUEDA, UTTEP TAC UUMV
ITAPAKANOCEWC Kal owTtnpiac: €iTe TapakaAoUueda, UTTEP TAC UPWV TTAPAKANCEWC TAC EvEpyoupuévng €V UTTOUOVA
rQOV aUTOV TTOBNUATWY WV Kai NUETS TTAoXOUEY, 7 Kai 1 EATTIC AUV BeBaia UTTEP UPWV: €i0OTES OTI WG KOIVWVOI £0T4
TOV TTaBNUATWY, 0UTWC Kai TAC TTapakAfoswc]
But also he came to understand that suffering coming out of ministry possessed benefit not just to him
ersonally, but also for those he sought to help. The model was Christ and His suffering for the benefit of
pthers. To the Corinthians he realized that his sufferings brought them encouragement (TTapakAnoic) to be
willing to endure afflictions as well. Toward the end of his ministry he would reflect to the Philippians his
Heep longing to become more fully a ‘participant in the sufferings of Christ (Phil. 3:10-11, NRSV): ‘I wan
fo know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death
f somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead,” T00 yvval quTOV Kai TNV dUvaAuIlv THC AvaoTaoEw
pUTO0 Kai KOIVWwViay TTadnudTwy auTtol, cupuop@ilduevoc T BavaTw auTtol, 11 € TTwe KaTavTiow i TNV
EcavaaoTaolv TV €k vekpwv. He saw in Christ’s suffering and death an absolutely total commitment to the wil
bf God, and deeply longed to experience this in his life as well. |
Interestingly, with the Colossians he speaks of sufferings in their behalf, even though he had never been
to Colossae and did not know the church personally (cf. Col 2:1). How could this be? His current imprisonment
by the Roman authorities provided the occasion of his current sufferings at the time of the writing of the letter
He was in jail for having preached Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 21:17-26:32). The Jewish religious leadership
violently rejected this ministry in Jerusalem and sought his execution by the Romans. They traveled from
Uerusalem as far as Caesarea Philippi, the Roman military headquarters for the eastern Mediterranean, in
prder to press their false charges against Paul (cf. Acts 24:1-9). Paul’s sufferings had nothing directly to do
with the Colossians, since they were not based on any actions that he had done in Colossae. Yet Paul saw
his sufferings in Caesarea Philippi as ‘in behalf of’ the Colossians (€v Toic TTadrjuaciv UTTEp UPWV). The benefi
to the Colossians stems out of an encouraging example that Paul was providing them. If they found reason
ko be faithful to Christ in their own sufferings from the example of Paul, this was occasion for Paul to rejoice
n his sufferings. |
Not everyone interpreted Paul’s sufferings in such a positive manner in the ancient world. Several in
the church at Corinth had another view, as 2 Cor. 10:9-12 describes.' Paul’s Judaizing opponents in the
churches of Galatia did not view suffering as having any positive ministry value, as Gal. 6:12 asserts." This
raises a serious question in our contemporary world: when we ‘run from’ suffering for Christ, do we stand with
Paul or with the false teachers who opposed him? Could our feelings about sufferings reflect seriously upon
the level of our spiritual maturity? Paul came to understand a deep spiritual principle at work in suffering, and
this brought him great joy to realize how God was using his sufferings to advance the gospel message of

Christ.|

Paul’s ministry of suffering completing Christ’s suffering, vv. 24b-29: “and in my flesh | am completin
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 | became its servant according tg
(God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery that has been
199 I do not want to seem as though I am trying to frighten vou with my letters. 10 For they say. “His letters are weighty and
strong. but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.” 11 Let such people understand that what we say by lettel
when absent, we will also do when present. 12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who commend
hemselves. But when they measure themselves by one another, and compare themselves with one another, they do not show good
ense.” As 2 Cor. 11:28-30 suggests, these enemies of Paul at Corinth saw his sufferings as casting doubt on the legitimacy of hig
ip; “God wasn’t taking care of Paul by allowing him to suffer.” they asserted. and thus Paul’s ministry wasn’t truly from
(God. This because -- in their twisted view -- God protects His own people from suffering.
11Tt js those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised — only that they may nof
be persecuted for the cross of Christ.’|

Page 8 of Colossians Study|
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hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to makg
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory
P8 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyong
mature in Christ. 29 For this | toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires within me.”|
1.24b kai avravattAnp® 180 UoTepnuaTa TV BAipewy 100 XpioTol v Ti] o0pKi You UTTEP ToU OWUATOC auToU
O £0TIvV N €KKANTIa, 25 n¢ £yevounv éyw didkovoc Katd TV oikovouiav 100 B0l 1V doBgiodv pol gic uud
mAnp®aoail Tov Adyov 100 B£00, 26 TO YUCTIPIOV TO ATTOKEKPUUPEVOV ATTO TV GIVWVY Kai ATTO TV YEVERDV,—
vV O¢ EpavepwBn Toic ayiolc auTol, 27 oic NBEANoev 6 BedC yvwpioal Ti TO TTAoTTOC THC d6ENC ToU YUaTNPEioU
TouTou €V TOIC £BVEDIV, O £0TIV XPIOTOC €V UV, 1 EATTIC THC dOENC: 28 OV NUEIC KaTayyEAAoUEV vouBeToUvVTE
mavTa GvOpwtrov Kai dIdATKoVTEC TTAVTa AvOpwTToV £V TTAON 00Yid, VO TTAPACTHOWUEY TTAVTA AVOPWTTOV
rEAEIOV €V XPIoTQ: 29 €ig O Kai KOTTIW AywVICOPEVOGS KaTd TRV EvEpyelav auTol TRV Evepyouuévny v EUOI €V
Buvapel.). |

The next level of comprehension of the spiritual value of sufferings in ministry is affirmed in vv. 24b-29
The core expression is the most challenging part: “I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake
pf his body, that is, the church” (Kai avTavattAne® Ta uoTepripaTa TV OAiWewv 100 Xp1oTol €V Ti] CAPKi JoU UTTEP
roJ owpatoc auTol, 0 0TIV 1N éKKANaia). The verb / object combination, ‘complete deficiencies’ (AvTavaTtAnE®)
ra UoTepnuaTa), seems to imply something lacking in the suffering of Christ. Yet, in the Christus Hymnus
earlier in 1:15-20 the completeness of Christ's redemptive work is not only affirmed but enthusiastically
celebrated.' Clearly nothing inadequate about the salvation work of Christ on the cross is present, and
hothing needs to be supplemented by human action. |

So what is Paul talking about here? For the last nearly two thousand years of interpretive history, the
answer to this question has been debated among scholars.' The solution seems to lie in the realm of ancient

12¢15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth werg
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him

nd for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body. the church; he is
Eaeginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of
(God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
Imaking peace through the blood of his cross.”

15 8¢ éotwv eikav 10D Heod 10D dopditon. TpwTdToKog Thong KTicews, 16 8Tt év ovtd £xtichn T8 mdvra &v Toic 0Vpavoic Kai £n
10 0poTa Kai to ddpata, eite Opovor site Kupidnreg eite dpyai gite &ovoior o mévro Si” avTod Kol 815 ooV Ektiotar 17
Kou a0ToC £0TLY PO MAVIWV Ko T0 wévTa &v avTd cvvéctnkey, 18 kai o0Tdg 0Ty 1) nggakg 00 cwgmog tng gkkhnoiog 8¢ dotiy
). TPWTOTOKOC 8K TV VEKPMV, Tva yévntal v miiotv anTog ngwrsuoov 19 811 v avTd £000KNoEV oV TO AT pOLO. Katomnca
0 k01 O anTod amokatoAAatol T TAVTa £ig aVTOV, gipnvorotoag dd ToD ipatog Tod GTowpod avTod, [61 avTod] eite Ta €ml Tig
¢ &ite T £V TO1C 0VPAVOIC:

[ Peter O’Brien (Word Biblical Commentary: Colossians-Philemon, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorpoq
fated, 2002), 44: 8086 provides a summary of this history]

[t DoTepfipoTa TV OMyemy Tod Xprotod. The Greek may be rendered by “what is lackinglin Christ’s afflictions,” and the fol-
Jowing are some of the more significant interpretations (cf Kremer, Leiden Christi) that have been suggested]

(1) H. Windisch (Paulus und Christus. Ein biblisch-religionsgeschichtlicher Vergleich. [Leipzig: Heinrich, 1934] 236—50) took
the phrase to mean that there was still something lacking in the vicarious sufferings of Christ which must be supplied by the apostle
Paul bore away the sufferings “which Christ could not carry away completely” (244). This view has been largely abandoned by
recent scholars, and with good reasons. Paul, like the other NT writers, regarded the death of Jesus as the means by which recon;
ciliation was truly and uniquely accomplished. To go no further than Colossians itself Paul states that because of Christ’s death on
the cross all our trespasses have been forgiven (2:13, 14; cf 1:12—14, 19-22). In addition to this, it has been correctly pointed ouf
by Staab, Schweizer and others that nowhere else in the NT is the phrase “Christ’s afflictions” used of his redemptive act or genera
bxperience of suffering. Instead, Paul uses the concepts “blood,” “cross” and “death” to refer to that act of redemption|
[2) A popular view in seventeenth and eighteenth century Protestant interpretation was to understand the genitive tod Xpiotod
ps objective (or as a genitivus auctoris) so that the phrase meant suffering “for the sake of Christ.” It was argued that this was consis-
fent with Pauline thought (cf 2 Cor 4:10, 11), while Acts 9:16 records how much Paul will suffer for the sake of Christ’s name. So
with this perspective, the exegetical difficulties are said to disappear. Paul is not speaking of completing or filling up the sufferings
pf Jesus; instead, he is suffering for Christ’s sake. The difficulty with this approach, however, is that it does not really explain the
hrase “what is lacking” (t& Yotepiuara), nor does it indicate how thelapostle can “fill up” these sufferings.

[3) Another line df approach that was popular among some early interpreters was to understand tod Xpiotod as a genitive of
guality referring to the sufferings of Paul “which resemble those of Christ.” Greek commentators such as Photius and Theodoret
pdopted this line as did Pelagius on the Latin side, and it appears to have been revived during the nineteenth century by Meyer, von
Soden and Abbott. Paul’s sufferings were similar to the distresses experienced by Christ; Christ’s afflictions “are regarded as th

age 9 of Colom
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bype of all those that are endured by His followers on behalf of the church (Abbott, 232). But again it may be asked: In what sensd
ban one meaningfully speak of a lack in Christ’s afflictions, and how is Paul able to remedy such a deficiency?
[4) A fourth approach which has been very influential in times past is the Christ-mysticism view. All that Paul does and suffers
happens in mystical union with Christ (cf Gal 2:20). The “afflictions of Christ” are those sufferings experienced in mystical fellow-
chip with him. Deissmann and Schmid, two exponents of this theory, held that the words applied to Paul alone, while Schneider and
Dibelius thought they referred to the whole church. Advocates of the Christ-mysticism approach considered that Paul could writg
in this way without bringing into question or reducing the suffering of Christ on earth. This mystic union with Christ in his dyin
pand resurrection (supposedly supported by Phil 3:10) in some way or other conferred a benefit on the church. Lohmeyer’s criti-
bisms (76-79; cf Percy, Probleme] 128-34) of this view, however, are still trenchant. He finds difficulty with the word votepfiporTo
“what is lacking”) claiming that in “a ‘mystical suffering in accordance with Christ’ either the entire suffering of Christ is present
pand ‘what is lacking’ is never perceptible, or else the personal suffering of faith remains separate from the exemplary sufferings of
Christ” (Lohmeyer, 77; cf Lohse, 69, 70). In other words, it seems incomprehensible how, in the light of this intimate communion
bf suffering, there could be a measure of afflictions which still lacked something|
[5) Clearly any satisfactory explanation of the passage (as Best, Body, 136, notds) must take the words 16 Votepruata seriously
without suggesting that Christ’s sufferings were insufficient to redeem, and explain why Paul’s sufferings can be linked with those
pf the Messiah, at the same time indicating why he should rejoice in his sufferings for the sake of Colossians. Several scholars (in-
cluding Best, Body, 136, Moule, 76, Lohse, 70—72, Martin, NCB, 70, and Zeilinger, Der Erstgeborene, 82—94; note, however, the
criticisms of Ernst, 184, 185) consider a more fruitful line of inquiry into the meaning of “Christ’s afflictions” is the OT and Jewish
background with its apocalyptic conception of the afflictions of the end time, the woes of the Messiah. The presence of the definite
hrticle “the afflictions of Christ” (tdv Ohiyemv 100 Xpiotod) suggests a definite or wlell-known entity such as the birth-pangs of the
Messiah (cf' Kremer, Leiden Christi, 168). Since the immediate context contains references to other concepts which have an apoca-
lyptic ring (the mystery previously hidden but now revealed, v 26; “the riches of the glory of this mystery,” v 27; “God’s mystery,’
P:2; and “in whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden,” 2:3) it is considered that the attempt to find such associa-
fions in this disputed phrase is appropriate]
[The term Oniyic (“affliction”) which stands in the LXX for several Hebrew terms that more or less denote the disfresses of life
in various nuances gained its theological significance from the fact that it predominantly signified “the oppression and affliction
pf the people of Israel or of the righteous who represent Israel” (Schlier, TDNT 3, 142; cf Zeilinger, Der Erstgeborene, 84). Israel
bonstantly experienced “affliction” (Oniwic) in its history, for example, the oppression in Heypt and the affliction of the exile, both
mportant events of salvation history (Exod 4:31; Deut 4:29; 28:47-68; Judg 6:9; 10:6—16; 1 Sam 10:18, 19; 2 Kings 19:3), while the
righteous in Israel, according to the Psalms, were afflicted too (Pss 9:10; 12:5; 22:5; 31:7; 33:7, 18, etc). In addition to this continual
visitation of the choser| people by God, according to Daniel 12:1 there belongs also a future fuépa OMiwewc (“There is going to be
h time of great distress, unparalleled since nations first came into existence,” 1*; cf Hab 3:16; Zeph 1:15). So Schlier (TDNT 3, 142)
cancludes: “The judgment fulfilled in the history of Israel will be totally revealed in the eschatological OATy1c.”
fewish apocalyptic writing, with its doctrine of the two ages (“the present age” and “the coming age”), frequently pictured
the disasters and catastrophes coming upon the world (cf Dan 12:1) as a prelude to the end-time which would usher in the com-
ing anointed ruler of God. Plagues, war, famine and the like will fall upon mankind, and even God’s people will be called upon tg
suffer (for examples see Str-B 4, 977-86). When these horrors and cosmic disorders reach their climax, their appointed limit, the
hdvent will come. The afflictions of these last days are called the “woes of the Messiah” (Hebrew hebe®l6 $el Mas{vah = 1 @3iv 100
X piotod [cf Matt 24:8; Mark 13:8; Paul’s expression ai OAiyeic 1od X|piotod, “the afflictions of the Christ/Messiah,” is synonymous
pand equivalent) as they immediately precede the arrival of the anointed ruler of God. They are the travail out of which the messianig
poe is born. God has set a limit to these sufferings, prescribing a definite measure for the afflictions which the righteous and the
martyrs must endure (1 Enoch 47:1-4; 2 Baruch 30:2)]
[The NT’s teaching concerning the end-time is not unrelated to these Jewish apocalyptic conceptions. God has set the measurd
pand extent of these afflictions, thereby limiting them (Mark 13:19-24 and parallels). However, the NT significantly modifies this
ppocalyptic concept of the messianic woes: (@) it is not some unknown figure who will appear at the advent: it will be the Son of
[Man on the clouds of heaven who is none other than the crucified and risen Lord Jesus. The sorrows to be endured will usher in hig
lorious appearing for judgment and salvation. (b) With the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ the “coming age” hag
been inaugurated. The present age continues so that Christians live in the overlap of the two aeons. The woes of the Messiah, the
pfflictions of Christ, have already begun and when their appointed limit has been reached the coming age will be consummated and
this present evil age will pass away]
1l Christians participate in these sufferings; through them they enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22; cf 1 Thess 3:3, 7))
Suffering with Christ is a necessdry prerequisite to being glorified with him (Rom 8:17, &inep ovuméoyouev ivo. kai cuvdota-
50cduev). But none of these afflictions is able to separate the believer from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:38, 39). They
plfimately lead to hope and glory (Rom 5:3), and there is the assurance given that such afflictions of the present time (Rom 8:18, ta
fravdpata To0d vl kapod) are not worth comparing with that glory to be revealed.
Brvtavomnpd té vtepriuota ... The term Hotépnua (“need,” “want,” “deficiency,” BAG, 849; cf Wilckens, TDNT 8, 592—601
as used of the absence of a person to whom one is attached (1 Cor 16:7; Phil 2:30), and of a deficiency in a specific situation (]|
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Jewish corporate thinking, rather than in individualized thinking present in our western world. Additionally, the
concept of Messianic woes, that developed in intertestamental Judaism, provides some background insight
The conviction was that Israel would go through tribulations in connection with the coming of the Messiah
and when these had been completed the Messiah would appear. To be clear, the term for sufferings by
Christ used here, T0v BAiwewv 100 XpIoToU, is never used in the New Testament in relationship to Christ’s
redemptive work on the cross. Thus what Christ experienced on the cross is not in Paul’'s mind here. More
ikely something akin to what the risen Christ said to Paul on the Damascus road is in mind here; Acts 9:4-5
NRSV)]
He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked, “Who areg
ou, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting]
4 Kol TTEOV ETT1 TAV YAV AKOUGEV QWVAV Aéyouaav alT® SaoUl ZaoUA, Ti ue SIWKEIC; 5 eitrev d¢- Tic &i, KUpIE; O 81
Eyw gipi Inocolc &v oU SILKEIC]
The risen Christ was so identified with His church that persecution of them was persecution of Him, and
He felt the pain and suffering they were experiencing. Paul came to realize after coming into the church
that such pain and suffering by believers was deeply connected to Christ feeling pain and suffering. That
ain and suffering were the lot of believers was a given; the people of God will suffer affliction. But in that
Christ experiences affliction also. Such was the way to Christian maturity and for most the path to entering
the Kingdom of Heaven. Thus Paul’s physical (év 1f) ocapki pou) sufferings (1oic madnuaciv) complemented
avravammAnp®) the afflictions of Christ (TGv BAiwewv 100 XpioTol), and this advanced the cause of the
Gospel. |

Paul’s servant ministry to the church (nc £éyevéunv £€yw didkovoc) had a specific objective: “I becamg
ts servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known” (Kot}
TNV oikovouiav 100 Beol TV doBiodv pol gic uudc TAnpwaoal Tov Adyov 100 Beol). By God’s assignment
Paul became God’s slave serving the spiritual nourishment of the Word of God. Note that his sufferings
completed (avtavamrAnp®) the afflictions of Christ, and this is defined largely in terms of his ministry as
making full’ (TAnpwoai) the Word of God. Ministry in the midst of suffering made the gospel ‘full,” in the sensg
pf ‘concretizing it’” experientially. As believers observed Paul enduring suffering the truth of the apostolic
ospel, it was embedded into their understanding far deeper. |

Here is a real challenge to us living in a pleasure oriented society. Contrary to the heresy of a ‘health and
wealth’ gospel preached often in our day, suffering in ministry is the much to be preferred option, because
t enters us mysteriously into spiritual union with the suffering Christ who feels the pain of His people’s
sufferings. By enduring sufferings, our bond with the risen but suffering Christ is deepened and strengthened
far more than in times without suffering. To walk away from this in refusal to endure sufferings is to walk away
from the greatest possible opportunity to deepen our relationship with Christ. |
The gospel as mystery: “26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations buf
has now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are theg
Fiches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Tov Adyov 100 6€00, 26 TO JUCTAPIOV
IO QITOKEKQUUPEVOV ATTO TV QiWVWYV Kai ATTo TWV_yevewv,— viv 8¢ £@avepwBn Toig ayiolg autol, 27 ol
Thess 3:10). The presence of the definite article Té suggests the phrase “what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions” refers to somethin
well-known (so Lohse, 71; Zeilinger, Der Erstgeborene, 89) and agrees with the apocalyptic notion of a definite measure of af;
fliction to be endured in the last days. As God had set a definite measure in time (cf 4 Ezra 4:36, 37; Gal 4:4) and the limit of the
fribulations at the end (cf Mark 13:5-27) so there is a definite measure of suffering that is to be filled up. That limit of the messianig
woes has not yet been reached. There are still deficiencies (& Votepfpata) which Paul through his sufferings is in the process of
ompleting|
hough the precise significance of Gvti in the verb davtovominpoéw (“complete™) is not certain (it has been taken to mean
‘in quick succession,” or “instead,” “for someone else” [cf BAG, 72]; Lightfoot, 162, 163, after a comparison of classical and
Hellenistic Greek occurrences rendered the verb “I fill up on my part,” “I supplement,” arguing that the preposition “signifies thaf
the supply comes from an opposite quarter to the deficiency”’; while Schweizer, 84, and Moule, Idiom Book, 71, suggest it may
pnticipate the force of the dmép which follows), the simplest interpretation is to regard the prefix as suggesting correspondence, i.¢
the supply corresponds to the deficiency so that the filling up replaces the lack (cf Bruce, 215)]
[The apostle, through the sufferings whidh he endures in his own flesh (v Tij copki pov refers to his bodily sufferings, or as
Schweizer, TDNT 7, 136, puts it: “the reference is to the physical existence of the apostle as this is exposed to affliction”; cf Gal
6:17: &v 1d ohpati pov; 2 Cor 4:10 and 12:7), contributes to the sum total of these eschatological afflictions. [By helping to fill up

this predetermined measure Paul brings the end, the dawning of the future glory, so much closer (Lohse, 71)]
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N0éANGev 0 BedC yvwpioal Ti 1O TTA0UTOC TG d6ENC TOU PUCaTNPIoU TOUTOU €V TOIC £BVETIV, O £0TIV XPIOTO
£V Upiv, N éAtTic Tic 66&nc). To the generations of people before Christ, the message of God was hidden
especially in a most important aspect: its inclusiveness of all peoples. But with the coming of Christ and the
raising up of people dedicated to God, ‘the saints’ (Toic ayiolc auTol), to them was given understanding of this
mystery that salvation was extended to the Gentiles as well as to Jews. The glory (86&nc) here is the divine
Presence of God in the midst of His people. The Jews of Jesus’ day were convinced this was the exclusive
ossession of Covenant Israel with all other nations excluded. But, in the new revelation, the message came
that no, God’s Presence belonged to all people who would come to Him through His Son, Jesus Christ. Thus
n Christ, and in Christ alone, is there the expectation of the divine Presence of Almighty God. This formerly
hidden message now is being proclaimed by the new people of God, and Paul is one of them fervently
seeking to get the word out to the entire world. |
Paul as a herald of this hope in Christ: “28 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teachin
pveryone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this | toil and struggle with all the
energy that he powerfully inspires within me.” (28 Ov fueic katayyéAAouev vouBeTolvTeC TTAVTA AVOPWTTOV KO
PIOACKOVTEC TTAVTA AvOpWTTOV £V TTACN COWIq, iVa TTAPACTACWUEV TTAVTa AvOpwTToV TEAEIOV £V XPIoTQ: 29
Eic O kai Kom® dywvi{OPEVOC KaTd TRV évépyeiav alTol THV évepyouuévny €v éuoi &v duvdpel). |
The manner of this preaching is by “warning everyone and teaching
Everyone in all wisdom” (vouBetoUvTec!* TTavra avOpwTttov Kai S1I0A0KOoVTE warn, warning
mavra Gvlpwtrov év Tmadon cogia). Warnings, admonitions to correct .o VouBeTE®
behavior etc. were given by Paul as a part of his preaching of Christ as the
message of God’s hope. Also Paul’s preaching was teaching every person
the message of God’s Word with spiritual wisdom and understanding. In
prder to fully understand how Paul did this, one should read the content
pf his letters. They are the prime example of what he is describing here to the Colossians. This can be
supplemented by reading Luke’s version of his preaching found in several texts in Acts chapters twelve
through twenty-eight. |
The objective of this preachingis to “present everyone mature in Christ” (iva TapacTHOWUEY TTAVTA GVOpWTTOV
réAelov v XploT®). Paul had no interest in developing spiritual elitists who felt themselves superior to other
believers because of some emotionally charged experience. Instead, his objective through his ministry was to
rowth spiritual adults who moved from spiritual infancy at conversion to spiritual adulthood. This would only
be achieved over time, and with much teaching and warning. Coming to Christ in conversion is a religious
experience; Christian growth to maturity is a process|

The eschatological goal is in view here. Paul sees himself charged by God to function as a temple priest
n bringing the offering before God. His commission is to bring Christians grown up as spiritual adults to
resent to God in final judgment. |

The intensity of this preaching is “For this | toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires within
me.” (€ic O Kai KOTTIW AywVvIOUEVOC KaTd TNV Evépyelav auTol THV Evepyouuévny Ev €uoi €v duvapel). Toward
this objective (eic 0) Paul worked hard (kotm®) as he agonized (aywvilduevoc) over the churches seeking
to help them move toward spiritual maturity.'s Disciplining believers is not easy and poses real burdens on

instruct

Y vovbetém fut. vovBetnow: 1 aor évovBétnoa. Pass.: aor ptc vovBetnBéviec Wsd 12:26; pf 2 sg: vevovbétnoot Job 38:18 (s
prec: entry; Trag et al; PGrenf IT 93, 3; LXX: pseudepigr; Philo; Jos., Ant. 4, 260; 20, 162; Did') to counsel about avoidance on
essation of an improper course of conduct, admonish, warn, instruct w. acc: of pers: (Dio Chrys. 56 [73 10 Sb 6263 26) Ad
0:31: 1 Cor 4:14 (Wsd 11:10 to0100¢ OC 70T
fwo pass: w. S1ddoketv, as Pla.. Leg. 8. 84b: Phi

15:14: 2 Cl 17:2. Tovc dréktovg warn the idle 1 Th 5:14 (pumsh as Plut., Sertor 578 19, 11] nkm/(xlg V. probably overstates).
tov otkov Hv 1, 3, 1; also ta tékva. 1, 3, 2. ta¢ ynpog Kol Tovc 0peavove 2, 4, 3. duaprdvovwgm|8: 10. Pass. voueatsioeou VIO TIVOG
Philo, Deus Imm. 134; Jos, Ant. 20, 162a) 2 C117:3; Hv 3, 5, 4.— DELS s.v véoc. M-M. TW. Spicq.” [William Arndt, Frederick W
Danker and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. (Chicago
University of Chicago Press, 2000), 679.1

P“With vivid metaphors Paul indicates how he exerts himself on behalf of the Colossians and other Gentiles like them (thd
singular is used again in v 29 to describe his own labors, but this implies no adverse comment on the ministrz of others for he wag
ware of their faithful labor on behalf of the various communities: 1 Thess 5:12: 1 Cor 16:16; Rom 16:6). kémoc, a word used in
ecular Greek of ‘a 3eat_g ’ ‘Wearlness (as though one had been beaten) and © exelmoni was the proper word for physical tiredness
nduced by work, exertion or heat (see A. von Harnack, “Konog (Komdv) Oi Kondvreg) im frithchristlichen Sprachgebrauch,’
Page 12 of Colossians Study
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pastors. Paul details some of this in 2 Cor. 1:3-7 (NRSV){
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation
1 who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the
consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for
s, SO also our consolation is abundant through Christ. 6 If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and
Salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the
same sufferings that we are also suffering. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in ouf
Sufferings, so also you share in our consolation|

3 EUAoynTtoc 6 Bed¢ kai matnp 100 Kupiou AUV Incol Xpiotol, 6 TTatnp TV OIKTIPUWV Kai Bed¢ TTaon
TApakANoEWS, 4 0 TTapPakKaA®V AUAC £t TTaon 1A BAIwel AUV, €ic TO dUvaoBal NUAC TTAPAKAAETV ToUC €V TTAOT!
PAipel d1d TAC TTapaKARTEWS NS TTapakaAoUueda autoi UTTO 100 B0l. 5 611 KOBWC TTEPICTOEVEl TG TTAOUOTA TOJ
Xp1oT00 €ic Auac, oUTtwe 81a To0 XploTol TrepIocelel Kai i} TTAPAKANCIC AUWV. 6 €iTe O OANIBOUEDA, UTTEP TAC UUV
ITAPAKANOCEWC Kal owTtnpiac: €ite TapakaAoUueda, UTTEP TAC UPWV TTAPAKANCEWC TAC Evepyoupuévng €V UTTOUOVA
rQOV a0TOV TTOONUATWY WV Kai NUETS TTAoXOUEY, 7 Kail 1 EATTIC AUV BeBaia UTTEP UPQV: €iDOTES OTI WG KOIVWVOI €074
TGOV TTaBNUATWY, oUTWCE Kai TAC TTapakAfoewc]
Paul managed this heavy load, not in his own strength, but as he says, through “the energy given to him in the
ower of God” (katd THV évépyelav auTtol TV évepyoupévny év éuoi €v duvapel). Through the enabling of God
alone could the apostle carry such a heavy burden in ministry. By himself he would have failed in ministry
and compromised the gospel by watering down its message and avoiding suffering at every corner. But with
this divine power present in his ministry he was able to endure the horrible sufferings that came to him over
the length of his Christian ministry. |
What a challenge the apostle presents to us today! Is our relationship with Christ deep enough to
experience pain and suffering in service through which we recognize the presence of the risen Christ in
pur life? For Paul this was the only -- absolutely the only -- way by which he could preach Jesus to a pagan
world. To be a diakovoc of Christ means being responsible to faithfully disclose the most powerful mystery
pf all time: God loves all humanity and desires to make it possible for every person to enter into His holy
resence. We as God’s dylol are charged with the responsibility to get this message out to this lost world
Fasy to do? Absolutely not! Like Paul says in v. 29, we will have to ‘take a beating in agonizing struggle
Kot ywvi{ouevog) to achieve such an objective. But, -- thanks be to God -- we are not to do this in ouf
pwn strength, but rather in His energizing from His power that takes place deep down inside us (katd TNV
Evépyelav auTol TV Evepyoupévny v euoi v duvdauel). Now this is real ministry, Christian ministry in its purg

expression! |

2.  What does the text mean to us today?

From Paul’s depiction of his ministry up to this point in his life, we can learn much. The areas of application
pf this passage fall, first, into understanding the true nature of Christian ministry and service, in rejection of
50 many phoney models and false teaching floating around in church circles today. We must overcome our
cultural distaste for pain and suffering and realize the enormous spiritual benefits from the linkage of ministry
and suffering. Paul opens a door here for profound understanding of deep spiritual dynamics intended by
God to take place in ministry actions. Most of us, | suspect, know very little about what Paul is describing]

ZNW 27 [1928] 1-10. and Hauck, TDNT 3, 827-30). It denoted severe labor and, together with its cognate koméw was used in the

New Testament of: (1) work in general. such as manual labor (2 Cor 6:5; 11:27; Eph 4:28): and (2) Christian work in and for the
community. Under the latter heading komid.wm could describe Paul’s apostolic ministry (1 Cor 4:12: 15:10; Gal 4:11; Phil 2:16: Col

1:29: cf. xomiog 1 Thess 2:9; 3:5: 2 Thess 3:8: 2 Cor 11:23). as well as the toil of other Christians (1 Thess 5:12; 1 Cor 16:16; Ronj

16:6, 12: cf. koémog 1 Cor 3:8; 15:58: 2 Cor 10:15). These cognate words were key terms used of Paul’s pastoral efforts in some of

his earliest correspondence (note the references in 1 and 2 Thessalonians), and in Colossians 1:29 the emphasis is on the great efforf
bxpended by one who labors unceasingly for the congregation’s welfare]
“ayoviCouar (fight,” ‘struggle.” ‘engage in a contest.” BAG, 15). perhaps even a stronger term than the preceding, could denotd

hysical conflict in which weapons were used (John 18:36; cf. 2 Macc 8:16) and an athletic contest (1 Cor 9:25). Pfitzner, Paul,
109, 110, claims that at verse 29 this verb (a participle dywvitouevoc) is qualified by xom® (the finite verb), and not vice versa, sd
hat both words designate the intense labor and effort of Paul toward the one goal of presenting every man perfect in Christ. So thd
ranslation ‘striving’ (denoting a metaphorical usage) is to be preferred to any reference to struggle or conflict (cf. 1 Tim 4:10 wherd
similar expression is found: gic todro ... Komiduev kai dyoviioueda. ‘to this end we toil and strive’). Pfitzner concludes that
Ithough a conscious reference to the athletic contest is hardly present, the verb dywvilouou still carries with it the original color
ng of striving after a specific aim or goal (see further on dymv, 2:1).” [Peter T. O’Brien, Word Biblical Commentary : Colossians
hilemon, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002), 44:90.]|
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Second, we must grasp the idea of the disclosed mystery of God that all humanity has through Christ

the possibility of standing in the divine Presence not only in this life but throughout the unending ages of

eternity. To God’s saints in Christ -- all the redeemed -- has been given the responsibility of seeing that this

message of God is broadcast to the entire world. We have a stewardship responsibility (Tv oikovouiav) from

(God (ToU Be00) for doing this. We are to proclaim (katayyéAAouev), give warnings (vouBetolvTec), and teach

d10dokovTec) to all people (Trévra dvBpwtrov). This work is to be done with deep spiritual wisdom (év TTaor

pogia). And, very importantly, it is not for ‘getting souls saved’ but rather to present in final judgment before

God every person as spiritually mature in Christ (iva TTapaoTtiowpueyv Tavia GvBpwtrov TéAsiov év XpioT®). |

1)

How do you approach suffering?

| 2) Have you come to see the value of suffering for Christ?

[ 3) How do your sufferings link you to Christ?

| 4)  What kind of a burden in ministry does your pastor carry?
5) How committed to ministry is he?

How deeply are you serving Christ in ministry?

Page 14 of Colossians Studs
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