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WELCOME to the exegesis of the Proem of Colossians 1.3-8.
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WELCOME

This is part one of a two part study of Colossians 1.3-8 in the
Biblical Insights Commentary series. In this exegesis of the
scripture text we will seek to establishy
the best possible historical meaning of
the text. The video you are watching
now represents a summation of the
revised commentary text of Col. 1.3
8. Here we are focused on the ‘then’
meaning of the text.
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In part two on Exposition, the focus will shift to the ‘now’ BIC1502EGEg02.
application of the text to our time. That video will also sum-  fpng*
marize the part two text commentary. ‘ = -1

The modern application of the scrip- F:-vr"-‘-:l-l'_:-—q Hc
ture text is based on the derived histor- :

ical meaning of the text. Suggestions
for both sermons and teaching plans —-E? = :J -
will be given. The commentary text fo .._._..;l“ e
both sections will range between 35 m, — j__|__

and 55 pages total. The two videos willf == . '—-| |
extend around 40 to 60 minutes total.
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Video 01

First, let’s acquaint ourselves with the original language of this|
letter of Paul. Here is a reading of the Koine Greek text of Co-
lossians 1.3-8.
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What does this say? Here is a literal translation of the above

Greek text over into English.

“3 We are giving thanks to God, Father of the Lord our Jesus
Christ always, concerning you praying, 4 after having heard of
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love which you possess
for all the saints 5 because of the hope that is stored up
for you in the heavenlies, which you heard before in thew
word of Truth of the Gospel, 6 which came among you,
just as also in all the world it is bearing fruit and grow-
ing just as also in you, from the very day you heard and
came to understand the grace of God in Truth; 7 just as
vou were taught by Epaphras our beloved
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who is faithful in your behalf as a servant of Christ, 8 who also
informed us of your love in the Spirit.”

By this point you may have noticed a hugely long single En- BIC1502EGEg05

glish sentence in the above translation that covers verses three
through eight. That’s because in the original Greek text there
is only one sentence in this passage. The main clause

of this sentence is made up of the first three words:
Euyapiotoduev @ Bew, which translate as “we give
thanks to God.” Everything else is secondary idea expan-

sion off the main clause. This is why modern translations

will break up this single sentence into multiple sentences.
With this we have encountered our first major difference
between the ‘then’ and the ‘now’ meaning in the text.

The lengthy beginning sentence of this document contains
89 words. Also it is the first of 39 sentences across the entire
document. For an ancient writing, this first sentence is not
unusual by its length. Paul, himself, will dictate numerous

long sentences in the letters associated with him that are

found in the New Testament.! Those in that world with
greater training tended to use more sentences that were
unusually long in length.

BIC1502EGEg06.

Colossians 1.3-8 stands as an ancient letter Proem. The inter- BIC1502EGEg07.

pretive implications of this label will be explored in detail later
in section 2.0 Literary. But here we understand the Proem as an
expansion of the letter greeting in verse 2b (xaptg OV Kal
eipnvn anod Beol matpog nuv, “Grace to you and peace
from God our Father.”) The prayer wish now becomes the
assertion of ongoing prayers of thanksgiving for the Colos-
sians. The motivation to build friendly connecting links to
'"What is not clear, in either this document or any of the others
identified as Paul’s letters in the New Testament, is precisely how
the dictation patterns worked for him. Two basic types of dicta-
tion in the ancient world have been identified by modern scholar-
ship. First, the one dictating would provide the writing secretary with
a virtual word-by-word dictation. Or, he might simply sketch out in
short phrase expressions what he wanted to say and leave the exact
wording up to the writing secretary to fill in. In either case, the doc-
ument would go through revisions before reaching a finalized form
that was ready to send out. The high use of standardized phrases in
Colossians could be a signal of the latter dictation approach

png*
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his readers that began in the greeting is now intensified by the
Proem. This positive tone will establish an affirming role for the
entire letter.

The main clause sets giving thanks to God as the core idea of |BIC1502EGEg08.
the Proem. The development of this theme takes on detailed
expression in the modifying elements in the rest of the
sentence. First, God who is the Father of Jesus Christ is

the target of the thanksgiving. Second, a series of ad-

verbial modifiers of the verb Euxaplotolpev flesh out

the content of the thanksgiving: mavtote, “always,”;
MpooeUXOUevoL, “praying,”; and dkouoavteg, “having
heard.”

In the content of verses 3b-8, two time slots are referenced.
First, the initial conversion of the Colossians, and second, the
report of Epaphras to Paul while in prison some two

to five years later. The Colossians began their Christian
journey through the preaching of the apostolic Gospel

to them by Epaphras, one of their native sons. They

were making excellent progress in serving Christ when
Epaphras traveled to where Paul was to bring him a re-

port about them.

His glowing report to Paul prompted the apostle to compose
a letter to them, commending their progress in serving Christ.
Another motivating factor is hinted at in the Proem and
described in greater detail in chapter two. There were
present in Colossae false teachers with a corrupted ver-

sion of the Gospel who were trying to entice the believ-

ers away from the apostolic Gospel that Epaphras had
brought to them. The entire letter has a tone of defend-

ing the apostolic Gospel and imploring the Colossians to
remain committed to it. Lots of questions arise about

the details of this situation at Colossae.

How can we approach the scripture text in order to understand
clearly what Paul attempted to say to the Colossians? The inter-
pretive methodology adopted for the BIC commentary project
is built off of two foundations. Every written text possesses two

Video 01
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core elements, a historial aspect and a literary aspect. Both

of these contain numerous dimensions which are incorpo- Exegesis
rated into the method. When all of these perspectives are
thoroughly analyzed, the interpreter can conclude a his-
torical meaning of the text with high degrees of certainty. istorical Aspects
Let’s take a close look at Colossians 1.3-8 through these Literary Aspects

wo Foundations

different perspectives.

f F

BIC1502EGEg12

*

BIC1502EAEg12.] 1.0 Historical.

mp3*| First, what is history? The ideas of history? in the first century
and in the twenty-first century do not coincide with one anoth-
er. History in the first-century Greek and Roman world

was primarily vertical in orientation. That is, it was the Emgeﬂs
record of the dealings of the gods with humanity pri- TREEYE history?
marily. One must remember that widely differing ideas Anclent view:

of history and how to compile it existed in the Greek and “mm I
Roman worlds of Paul’s day. Within this general mindset, Modern view:
the ancient Jewish view was the dealings of the God of jumanity<—>Hu

Israel with His covenant people of Israel. Christianity L i o
modified this Jewish view because of Christ’s work as

the Son of God. History now centered on what God was doing

through His new covenant people. Of course, people were

significant and history is their story. But how they responded

to God’s intervention into their world remained crucial to their

history.

BIC1502EAEg13.] But in western culture, especially since the Renaissance (main- plia slideia e

*
mp3*} |y 15th and 16th centuries), history has shifted to a horizon- png

tal focus in reporting the interactions of people. The E——— e —
assumption of cause-and-effect dynamics between ::F"g:.ﬂ: >
significant human events became an important ele- What is history

e . Ancient view:
ment of historical inquiry. The twentieth century saw Deity i
an expansion of history from the more formal narrative “;'“""h‘l' _—

; Il hi rn view:

of past events, to include more personal social history _ﬂmirﬂ_‘;’HE

both individually and collectively. The social sciences 1.0 Histii
have become important sources for historical understanding.

2“History (derived from Ancient Greek iotopia (historia) ‘inquiry;
knowledge acquired by investigation’)[1] is the systematic study and
documentation of human activity.” This definition reflects a twen-
ty-first century view of history, that most of the ancient world would
not have agreed with. It was a very religiously oriented culture that
always viewed the actions of the divine as ultimately determinative
of human actions.

[accessed on March 27, 2023 from “History,” Wikipedia.com]
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BIC1502EAEg14.} One other significant difference between ancient and modern B ' g1
mp3*} views of history is a largely uncritical adoption of sources in the | png*
ancient world and a tendency in modern times toward
highly critical analysis of sources for determining factual
) o . ) Exegesis
data as the basis of historical reporting. History based on SR
. ) . What is history?
unsubstantiated facts cannot be considered as history. Ind major cilference
: andient &
modern approaches:
reatrment of sources.
l.ﬂ Hi 0 h. L =
BIC1502EAEg15.} Quite clearly this presents a real challenge to the modern Bible | BIC1502EGEg15.
mp3*| student seeking to understand the history linked to an ancient jjpng*
text. The two approaches to history -- ancient and modern
-- are difficult to reconcile. As a Christian interested in bib- o —
. . : Exegesis
lical history, | must adapt modern approaches in order to £ on s
o . ) What is history?
be able to grasp the original meaning of the scripture text. i eiend ancient &
| am looking at certain ancient histories from a modern re- odem approaches
ligious vantage point. The primary sources being analyzed Q Give text conslderation
are also considered sacred scripture. This brings special s sacred scripture. |
considerations into the picture. Although mostly theologi- 1.0 HIStOBCE s ==
cal in nature, these considerations will play a very influen-
tial role in my historical inquiry.?
BIC1502EAEg16.} Basically, | come to the scripture text expecting to encounter | BIC1502EGEg16.
mp3*| God through this text. When historical interests are the focus of jpng*
my concern, | look at the scripture text with interest in the hu-
man _compositional aspects of the text. Modern methods
*Central to the theological concerns is the view of divine inspi Exegesis
_ o v glce _ P What is history?
ration. This issue can quickly turn into an unresolvable can of 4
worms. For me, inspiration of scripture means that God guides Come to text
the production of written documents, but does not override Q expecting to
. encounter God.
the human aspects of document creation. | adamantely refuse P
the legitimacy of the label “inerrant.” It carries too many secu-1.0 i Cart =
lar rationalistic assumptions to have any positive use. The final
product of written documents is an expression of religious belief that
in spite of its human limitations does have the stamp of God’s approv-
al. Thus it can be trusted and considered as a dependable source for
historical inquiry. Remember the English term “in-spiration.” In the
biblical world, this meant that, when these words of scripture were
vocalized by a human reader, God filled them with His presence that
enabled spiritual transformation for the hearer. For more details, see
my article, “Inspiration,” originally appearing in the Encylopedia of
Early Christianity. For a broader survey of the idea of biblical inspira-
tion, see “Biblical inspiration,” Wikipedia.com.
Videool LN I NN I N I N I NN I N N NN I NN A NN I NN I N I NN N N I N I NN N N N NN N NN N NN N N N N B B B |
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of historical inquiry are applied with limited use of their assump-
tions. The historical depiction derived from such analysis must
make sense to a modern audience.

BIC1502EAEg17. |1.1 External Aspects BIC1502EGEg17.
mp3* JOne must never forget that the history of a text is at times very | png*
different from the history in the text. To be sure, overlap-
ping of these two angles can and does happen. But a clear Exegesis
i i in vi 11E 1 1
grasping o_f the difference should always be in view. The "“ﬂ"if:d‘i"-‘l“"-'ﬂ-
external history will concentrate on the composition of the Mistory = taxt: intermal
text initially, and then on how reliably the text was hand :_':::WTHI"“"" .
copied in subsequent centuries of transmitting the text to |
different churches. 1.0 Histalits .
BIC1502EAEg18. |1.1.1 Compositional History BIC1502EGEg18.
mp3* |The earlier study of the Praescriptio in 1.1-2 developed a basic | png*
scenario for how and when this document was created. The most
likely scenario that we concluded in that study is that the
Letter to the Colossians was written during Paul’s impris- Exegesis
onment at Caesarea sometime during 57-60 AD. This hap- LETIatanC Joonc.
. e the creation of the text.
pened after his arrest by Roman authorities in Jerusalem.
As a Roman citizen, Paul exercised his right to make his Conclusions from 1.1-2:
. . . LD Hato Wiristes R 7-H0 AD
appeal directly to the emperor in Rome. So he remained 1 petere Wiiten I Caisarns |
under guard at the governor’s palace in Caesarea until ar- 1 temeg - .

rangements were made to be transported to Rome in or-
der to make his case before the emperor, who at this point was
Nero.

BIC1502EAEg19. |With Colossians 1.3-8 in mind, the historical concerns center on || BIC1502EGEg19.

mp3* Jthe identification of the “we” references implicit in the spellings & png*

of Euxaplotolpev, mpoosuxouevol, and dkouoavteg. Most

likely, they go back to the letter senders identified in verse Exegesis

one as Paul and Timothy. Circumstances around -

the creation of the text.
o hoeks “wie™ refer to?

LD Hato
L1 Exters a
111 e ;

BIC1502EAEg20. jFrom the Proem in 1.3-8, we discover that the arrival of Epaphras || BIC1502EGEg20.
mp3* Jin Caesarea from the Lycus River Valley prompted the writing of | png*

this letter. His report to the apostle that the positive impact of the

Gospel had produced house church groups of genuinely commit-

Videool LN I NN I N I N I NN I N N NN I NN A NN I NN I N I NN N N I N I NN N N N NN N NN N NN N N N N B B B | Page7
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Video 01

ted believers in Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis. This
meant flourishing communities of Christians were pres-
ent in each of the three towns.

The single sentence in verses three through eight primarily as-
serts Paul and Timothy’s thanksgiving for the Colossians. This is
the point of the main clause EUxaplotoOpev T Be®. God
is the one being thanked for what He did through Christ
at Colossae.

BIC1502EGEg21.
png*

4 dkoUoavTeG THV TioTv DP@V £v Xplot® Incol kal Thv ayannv
v €xete el¢ AVt ToUG ayioug 5 SLa THV EARS AL TRV ATIOKELEVNV
OUlv év Tolg oUpavolg, fv mponkoloaTte €V T® AOYW TH¢
aAnBsiag tod ebayyeliou 6 tol mMapoviog €l UMAC,
KaBwg katl év mavtl T KOoUW €0Tiv KapmodopoUl Levov Kal
abEAVOHEVOV KABWE Kal €v UiV, Ad’ 1S AREPAC AKOVOATE
Kal EMEyvwte TV xapLv tol Beol v aAnBeiq-*

BIC1502EGEg22.
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The primary thrust of the expansion elements attached to the
core Euxaplotolpev t@ Be® summarizes Epaphras’ report about
the Colossians in verses four through six. It moves from “faith and
love’ to ‘hope,” which is central to ‘the Word of Truth’, which
itself is the ‘Gospel.” At each transition, modifiers are added
to flesh out each label. But not only did the Colossians get
started on the right foundation, they also were continuing
44 After having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love ;4
which you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope being %!
stored up for you in Heaven, which you heard earlier in the Word Ml
of Truth, the Gospel, 6 which now exists among you, just as also
in the world it is being fruitful and growing, so also among you, from

the very day you heard and grasped the grace of God in Truth.
+++++++++++

BIC1502EGEg23.
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to develop (tol mapdvtog €ig¢ UUAG...) in their religious life on
that foundation.

BIC1502EAEg24. | The native son Epaphras becomes the focus in verses seven and BIC::‘SOZEGEg24.
mp3* | eight. 7 kadwe £pddete dnod Enappd 100 dyomnntod cuvSoUAou png
AU®V, 0¢ £€0TLV TILOTOG UTEP LUV Slakovog tod Xplotod, 8 R ——
0 Kal SnAwoag NUIV TV U@V ayannv év vevpatt.’ His im- Exegesis
peccable character and commitment to Christ are glowingly r...-..cr::.:.:;.a
praised by Paul. He both got the Colossians started on solid ?“::::;::F
ground and stayed with them as he guided them into sus- e s
tained commitment to Christ. They grew not just in numbersmH g mwmh_
but primarily in spiritual maturity. e _' i .
BIC1502EAEg25. | 1.1.2 Transcriptional Aspects BICI,,‘SOZEGEgZS'
mp3* | The second external history aspect studies how reliably the png
text of these documents was preserved over the centuries EE——
until the creation of the printing press. The importance of E_E,,HEEEEM |
these documents coming from the apostle Paul was real- comying of this text:
ized immediately upon reaching their intended designa- st b,
tions. Laymen inside the Christian communities volun- iz s :.......-......-L
teered to make hand copies of the documents not just for 1} 5 TeEs } e v st s st
their groups but so that these documents could be taken i1z ' —
to other Christian communities. When the Roman emperor
Constantine became a Christian in the early fourth century, the
task of hand copying these documents was given to profession-
ally trained scribes. This brought about important changes in the
style of writing, the precision of copying, and the materials used
for making the copies.
BIC1502EAEg26. | Collections of documents began circulating by the middle of the BIC::‘SOZEGEgZG.
mp3* | second century, and by the third century were created on png
vellum rather than on papyrus leaves. With different col- EE———
lections that did not contain the same documents in circu- E_F,,HEEE,EM i
lation, the issue of validity arose. The concept of the can- copying of this text:
onization of scriptures comes to play an important role in iy ke v ety
10 stk e iy
7 Just as you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow ser- LiEste LTS et b et sty
vant, who is on your behalf a faithful servant of Christ, 8 who ,1_:;{ e TSRS .
also informed us of your love in the Spirit. S —
Video 01 F++++++++++H
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the third through fifth centuries. In 367 AD, the bishop of Alex-
ander, Athanasius, set forth in his easter letter to his churches
a listing of 27 documents in the sequence of gospel, history,
letter, and apocalypse that was generally regarded as the New
Testament scriptures. Inside the Roman empire, Latin was the
official governmental language, and Western Christianity ad-
opted the Latin translation of these 27 documents by Jerome as
the offical New Testament. The bishops at Rome emerged over
time as the top leader of Christianity in the West. The Council
of Trent in 1546 officially adopted the Latin Vulgate as sacred
scripture for the Catholic Church. Most Protestant churches fol-
low this listing. With the Bible now in the common language of
the people, the tendency toward copying the Greek documents
of the New Testament diminished greatly by the eighth century.

The Biblical Archaeology movement beginning in the late 1800s
is responsible in large part for the discovery of several thousand
manuscript pieces across North Africa and the Middle East.

With variations in wording, the scholarly discipline of Text
Criticism emerged in order to determine the most likely
original wording of the Greek text of the New Testament.®
Since the earliest existing manuscripts containing most or

all of the New Testament only reach back to the third and 171
fourth centuries, we can only examine the copies of the 1.1t
original writing to determine which wording is correct. Al- AN
together over 5,600 manuscripts now can be examined at
university libraries and museums in Europe and North Ameri-
ca. With the study of a specific text in the New Testament, all
relevant manuscripts containing this text must be examined in
order to determine the most likely original wording of the pas-
sage.

Now, what about Col. 1.3-8? Basically, the wording has re-
mained very stable over the centuries of hand copying. The crit-
ical apparatus of the UBS 5th edition printed text indicates
two places where different wording could impact the trans-
lation of this passage: verse 3 and verse 7. This Greek New
Testament lists variations that may impact the translation of
the text.

]
1

. . i 4
®For more details, see my article “Modern New Testament Inter- y ' 1 Bemaes

pretation,” originally published in Biblical Hermeneutics: A Com- 112
prehensive Introduction to Interpreting Scripture in 2002.

Video 01
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BIC1502EGEg29.
png*

In verse three, the printed text reading is t@ Be® matpl tol
kupiou NUAV Incold Xplotol (“to God Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ”). Some manuscripts,” however, add the connector
kal between Be® and matpl so that the alternative reading
becomes t@® Be® kal matpl Tol kuplou NUWV Incol Xplotol
(“to the God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”).2 With
either reading of the text, the meaning remains essentially

the same. 21
1.1.1§
1.4.2

Exegesis
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oopying of this fext:
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The other listing in the UBS5th edition Greek New Testament is || BIC1502EGEg30.

in verse seven.’ A shift in personal pronouns takes place between
UTEP LUV (“on your behalf”) to unep AUAV (“on our be-

*“The reading adopted for the text, although it is rather narrowly
supported (B C* 1739 Augustine), appears to account best for the
origin of the other readings. In order to avoid the very unusual collo-
cation of words, some copyists inserted t® (D* G 2005 Chrysostom)
and others inserted kot (X A C2 Dc I KP W 33 81 614 Byz Lect). (See sy
also the comments on ver. 12 and 3.17.)” S5k veretin
[Bruce Manning Metzger and United Bible Societies, A Textual Com-*
mentary on the Greek New Testament, Second Edition a Companion

Volume to the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament (4th Rev.

Ed.) (London; New York: United Bible Societies, 1994), 552.]

"This doesn’t imply two separate deity references since t® 6g® kal
natpl follows the standard Greek grammar construction for a twofold
reference to a single entity: article + noun and + noun. The meaning is
clearly “to the God who also is Father...”

Below is a copy of the critical apparatus reading at verse seven. Spe-
cial training is required in order to read the heavily coded appara-
tus:

Colossians 1:7

‘Emagpa ... Xpiotol Col 4:12

3{B} uptov 2 C D?¥Y 075 0150 6 33 81 104 256 263 365 424 459
1175 1241 1319 1573 1739 1852 1881 1912 1962 2127 2200
2464 Byz [K L P] Lect itz 2 & f o yg syre M pal copsa b arm eth geo
slav Chrysostom Theodorelat; Ambrosiaster Pelagius // quv
P46 x*ABD*F G 43611471591 18841/21921 item" GNB NIV
REB EU BJ TOB BTI

[Barbara Aland et al., eds., The Greek New Testament: Apparatus, Fifth
Revised Edition. (Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft; American Bible Society;
United Bible Societies, 2014), 663—664.]

Video 01
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half”).’° The difference in meaning is between asserting that
Epaphras was a faithful servant of Christ on behalf of the Co-
lossians (Umép LUQV) or a faithful servant on Timothy and Paul’s
behalf (Unep NUAV). The immediate context favors the first un-
derstanding, as does both the external and internal manuscript
evidence.!* Again, little shift in meaning occurs regardless of
the reading that is adopted. Certainly, no change in theological
meaning.

Graece (28th revised edition) is more detailed and contains
eight places where variations of wording exist among the al-
most five thousand existing copies of the Greek text of this
passage.’? The differences will reflect stylistic ‘improvements’
by later copyists who primarily sought to bring the Greek text

into line with the more natural way it was written in subse- 12
Ll

8“Although on the basis of superior Greek evidence (P46 and ear- gy
ly Alexandrian and Western authorities) Au®v might seem to be
preferable, a majority of the Committee, impressed by the widespread
currency of UMV in versional and patristic witnesses, considered it
probable that copyists introduced the first person pronoun under the
influence of the preceding nu®v and the following Auiv.”

[Bruce Manning Metzger and United Bible Societies, A Textual Com-
mentary on the Greek New Testament, Second Edition a Companion
Volume to the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament (4th Rev.
Ed.) (London; New York: United Bible Societies, 1994), 552-53.]

°For those interested in learning more about how this evaluation of
evidence is done, see the unit “Introduction to Textual Criticism, in the
Greek 202 course that | taught at Gardner-Webb University: http://
cranfordville.com/g202TxtCritStdy.html#Wk1

12%3 Evyapiotoduev 1@ 0ed T motpi 10D kupiov Hudv Incod °Xpiotod
nhvtote 'tepl VUAOV TPOGELYOUEVOL ¥ 4 AKOVGOVTEC TNV TTGTV

VU@V &v Xp1ot®d* 'Incod kol v dyanny v Exete’ €ig mavTog TOVG
ayiovg* 5 010 T EATtida TV dmokeluévny VIV &v Toig 0bpavoic,®

fiv Tponkovcote &v 1@ AOY® TG dAndeiog Tod edayyehiov®

6 0D TaPOVTOG €ig VUAG, KabDC Kai £V mavti T® Kdou® T €0Tiv
Kapmo@opovpevov Tkol adéavopevov™ kabmg Kod &v VUiV, * ap’* g
Nuépag NKovoaTe Kal EXEYVOTE TNV YApLv ToD 00D &v dAndsiq-*

7 xaBac T Enabete dnd "Emagpd 10D dyamntod cuvoovAov fudv,* 8¢
£€0TIV TTLGTOC VTEP "HUMV dudkovog Tod Xpiotod, 8 6 kai dnAmcag Nuiv
TNV DUOV aydammy &v mveduatt.®

[Kurt Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th Edition. (Stutt-
gart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012), Col 1:3-8.]

Video 01
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The text apparatus of the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum [ png*
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Video 01

quent centuries after the original writing in the first century.

As should be evident at this point, no significant change of BIC1502EGEg32.
thought occurs in any of the variations. And especially, there
is no shift in any religious belief. What we see here is

very typical across the entire New Testament. Thus full
confidence in the accuracy of the available text reading

is possible.

L0 Hastarial
L1 Extermal
1.0.1 Caipd
Lz

BIC1502EGEg33.
.ng*

1.2 Internal History

This perspective focuses on the historical references embedded

into the text itself. In 1.3-8, the history established in

1.1-2 is expanded to focus on Epaphras, who is intro-

duced to the reader here in the Proem. His role at the

beginning of the church in Colossae and ongoing minis-

try to it is mentioned. Also, his trip to see Paul while in

prison is referenced. Verses four through eight contain 1&sterial
. . 1.2 Intemal

this material.

Exegesis

ory peripdded in the text- -
Wl almert Tl | BET
L R TR e Y

T i L]
[

e
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BIC1502EGEg34.
.ng*

In order to fully grasp the internal history, several angles of ex-
amination are necessary. We need to look at the people men-
tioned, the places referenced, the flow of time present-

ed, and any specific events that are given. The collective
picture developed from these perspectives will enable the
construction of a historical narrative implicit in the text.

Exegesis

bory gerispdded in the tort
Wl alemert Tl | RAT
e e B e S L L

L AT B
Fragia brorkaed
L& Falel s il
L3 It Vo gl s
Sl P Rl 3

1.2.1 People
One new person is introduced in 1.3-8. Epaphras becomes the
center of attention. Some have considered the Greek
name Enadpdg to be a shortened form of Ena¢dpoditog,
but this is increasingly disputed by modern scholars.
Epaphras is mentioned but three times in the New Testa-

IC1502EGEg35.
ng*
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ment: Colossians 1.7%3; 4.12-13'; and Philemon 23, All these
references are tied to Colossae and together they paint a glow-
ing picture of this individual. He was thoroughly committed to
the Colossians, to the apostle Paul, and to the Lord. To be sure,
several points of curiosity still remain about him. How was he
converted? Where did he first meet the apostle Paul? What
were the circumstances of his imprisonment after arriving in
Caesarea where Paul was a prisoner? But most of these ques-
tions remain unanswered due to a lack of specific data.
BIC1502EAEg36.] 1.2.2 Places BIC1502EGEg36.
mp3*} Three references in 1.3-8 contain spatial or locational implica- [ png*
tions: Heaven, world, and among you. These merit examina-
tions so that we have a clear understanding of the loca-
tions mentioned in the text. Exegesis
peritspddnd in th fexi-
Wharn dind B Appa
Theer speibl ttrsragn o P
P R BHTHEL, W R, i R
10 b
LI I 4
LE1 =
1.5 h—--
BIC1502EAEg37.] é£v toi¢ oUupavolg, in Heaven, v. 5. BIC1502EGEg37.
mp3*] The plural form here of oUpavog (199 NT uses) is a rather com- [ png*
mon way of identifying Heaven as the place of residence for
131.7 kaBwg éuabete amo Enadpd 1ol dyanntol ocuvboUAou
MUV, 0G £0TLV TILOTOG UTIEP UV SLdkovog tod XpLotol, 8 6 kal EHEEEEE
. e , , peibspddid in Ehe ewt-
SnAwaoag AUV TRV VUGV Ayarmnv év TVEVOTL. i i e
7 Just as you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant, e e e
who is a faithful servant of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also in- it ety il
formed us of your love in the Spirit. e et
131 —_
144,12 domndletal vpdc Enadpdc 6 €€ LudvV, Sollog Xplotol s
Incol, mavrote Aywvilopevocg UTIEP UUQV €V TATC MPOCEUXATS,
tva otaBfite téAelol kai memAnpodopnuévol év mavti BeAnpatt tod
Be00. 13 poptup® yap alt® OtL £xel oAUV movov UméEp UudV Kal
TV év Aaodikela kal TV €v lepamoAet.
12 Epaphras sends you greetings, who is one of you, a servant of
Christ Jesus, always wrestling on your behalf in his prayers, in order
that you may stand mature and fully assured in everything that God
wills. For | testify about him that he has worked hard for you and for
those in Laodicea and for those in Hierapolis.
15 Aomaletal o Emadpdc 0 CUVOLXUAAWTOG Hou &v XpLot® Incol,
Epaphras sends you greetings, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus.
Video 01 F++++++++++++H
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God. Although some difference between the singular and plu-
ral forms existed in the Jewish literature, the New Testament
uses either the singular or the plural to refer to where God lives.
But both work off a modification of the commonly held three-
level understanding of the universe: the underneath the earth
Sheol, the flat earth, and that which is above the earth. It is a
very different view than a modern scientifically based view of
the universe. The point of the reference to toi¢ oUpavoig here
is to stress the depositing by God of believers’ hope of eternal
blessing for the day of judgment. Continual growth means an
ever stronger expectancy of that day of blessing.

Unlike the Greek and Roman traditions that humans reaching
Heaven is virtually an impossibility, and unlike the Jewish teach-
ings that Heaven is attainable only for a select few
who perfectly obey the Torah, the apostolic Gospel
claimed Heaven for all believers in the resurrected
Christ. This message of hope decisively impacted the
Colossians who heard Epaphras preaching and teach-

ing it. Numbers of them made commitments to Christ ::m
in conversion. Their spiritual growth served to deepen :E i
that expectancy.

L ooy tmpdy, el i Hapsy, v 8,

Fpgmprs iy Pl ey
ST b

€v navti T@ Koouw, in all the word, v. 6

would call earth or world: (1) yfj, earth (240 NT uses);
and (2) kéopog, world (185 in NT). yij referenced earth
from the substance of soil or dirt. k6opog referenced
earth mainly from the orderly structure of human soci-
ety vantage point. Both positive and very often negative
views of yfj and especially kdopog surface particularly in .4
the NT writings of John and Paul. For Paul, ‘world’ is the {3
place of bondage to sin which is only solvable through #.z2#uc

the atoning work of Christ.

he lived and served. And given the geographical limits of
Paul’s travels during his lifetime, it especially stressed the
eastern half of that ancient world. This world he knew
and understood. It was fundamental evil and in bond-
age to sin. It desperately needed the liberation from that

Video 01
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bondage which could only be realized in Christ. His encourage-
ment was that the conversion of the Colossians was part of that
liberation being experienced all over his world via the preaching
of the apostolic Gospel.

Kati év Upiv, also among you, v. 6 BIC1502EGEg41b.

This phrase stands in parallel to the above kal év mavti T® png*

KOouw. The spatial oriented preposition év stresses loca- Exegesis

tion with plural objects such as UMiv. Quite naturally this o abatded e el

references the house church groups located in the ancient bzt e iy

town of Colossae. The phrase is attached by implication ke .
1rE b S TS

to the verbal images of fruit bearing and growth. Thus wo
the Christian community at Colossae was productive and :f:_'.
expanding. But what does this mean? The two images of “*?
kaprodopolpevov kal avfavopevov imply both numer-

ical and qualitative expansion. Their numbers were regularly
increasing at Colossae. But also the converts were consistently
maturing in their Christian faith. Through Epaphras’ and others
guidance they were understanding more and more about being
Christian. And what they learned, they implemented into their

daily living.

1.2.3 Times
At least seven time markers surface in 1.3-8. First, there are

the temporal adverbial markers attached to the present tense Exegesis
main clause verb EOXaplotoUpev: MAVTOTE, TPOCEUXOUEVOL, Mistory renbedded in the tet- <
and akovuoavtec. These define time in different ways. The e iorrnega
adverb navtote (v3) specifies continuous action and stresses 1. wfesie e
further the continual action of giving thanks that is already ;3 ae freselmystiret e
affirmed by the present tense of the verb EUxaplotoOpev. IE " 1 . "
The contextual nature of the ongoing action suggests a reg- —

ular pattern of offering prayers up to God. For the Jewish Paul,
this most likely meant three times daily. It would also include
any additional prayers offered up beyond these set times for dai-

ly prayers. BIC1502EGEg43b.
png*

Then there is the present tense participle Fragests

npooevxopevol (v3) as an adverbial modifier of the il

core verb. This participle defines ongoing prayers that [ s Syt

are mepl LUV, “for you.” Every mention of the Colos- e e
. . , . . LOBnbHAl N gy fomy v Db wirn mmsined

sians in Paul’s prayers contains expressions of thanks- 1.z imemal oy P, Wit s phstesk

giving to God. oo -

1.2.3 Maesi ? ol 2
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Video 01

When did this prayer pattern begin? The second aorist participle [| BIC1502EGEg44b.
akouoavteg (v4) inherently defines the starting point of these || png*
prayers of thanksgiving: “after having heard of your faith and

love.” This alludes to the reporting given to the apostle upon Euegesls
the arrival of Epaphras to Caesarea, that is defined specifically Py Ebac e
in verse eight by another aorist particple ¢ kait SnAwoag Auly, VR Gl e
“the one who also informed us.” His v ey g |
e s
1 HETerE o LE R e e i
¥ Plae i

Ll hll-—--_

Another pair of aorist verbs Akovoate kal éneyvwte (v6) pin- || BIC1502EGEg45b.
point the time of conversion initially by the Colossians: “from § png*
the very day you heard and grasped God’s grace...”. Con-
textually, this refers back to the beginning evangelistic min-

Exegesis
istry of Epaphras in the Lycus River Valley. When was this? Xeg

eoSadded in e et

Evidently, after Epaphras had become a Christian and came ot s i
under the influence of the apostle Paul. Perhaps, this was 8 E-“::Z"—-
some two to five years prior to his visit to Paul in prison. 1.2ime o e e s et
This would have been during Paul’s lengthy two-plus years ::'z' — |

| [ty i B iy e

of ministry in Ephesus in the early 50s. Luke describes this M3 7fles | S it
with considerable detail in chapters nineteen and twenty

of the book of Acts. Additionally, the aorist verb nponkovoare,

“you heard earlier,” (v5) alludes to this same point of time.

Second, some markers emphasize the period from conversion to || BIC1502EGEg46b.
Epaphras’ visit to Paul. Just how long this period was is not given || png*
directly in the scripture text. The present tense of some

of the participles gives emphasis to this extended peri- Exegesis

od of time: v dmnokewuévnv vulv, “which is being stored bery rdedded in b toxt -
up” (v.5); tol mapovrog eig UGG, which continues to ex- T:_":_:—‘:-::'_

ist in you” (v.6); and especially €0tiv KAPTIOPOPOULEVOV 4 4 pgres o

kol ab&avouevov, “is bearing fruit and growing” (v. 6). -2 imemal B et i emigin

LLI People Carhml e b e
Good things continued to happen to the Colossian be- .21 -

lievers after turning to Christ. These began at conversion "™ A —c
and were continuing when Epaphras traveled to see Paul.
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1.2.4 Events
The difference between events and times is that times refer to
general time markers, while events refer to specific happen-
ings inside a time frame. Normally, they represent significant
occurrences. Special things are associated with time mark-
ers that can be called events.

BIC1502EGEg47b.
png*

Exegesis

BIC1502EGEg48b.
png*

In this Proem of Colossians, two significant events are refer-
enced, along with the intervening time between the two. These
events are the beginnings of Christianity in the Lycus Riv-
er Valley and the visit of Epaphras to the imprisoned Paul.
While some details are supplied in the text, and related
scriptures, there are several details not reported that our
modern minds would like to know about. A few of these de- o
tails may be surmised indirectly for creating a timeline by 121

. . 117
appealing to other ancient sources. .

LI4

Exegesis
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[

BIC1502EGEg49b.
png*

The clearest reference to the beginning point comes in the aor-
ist tense verb €udBete anod Enadpd, “you learned from Epa-
phras” (v.7). The punctiliar action embedded in this Greek
tense form denotes clearly a starting point (Constative func-
tion). But the context here allows for an extension of the
idea so that it also covers the subsequent time period to the

Exegesis

1.0 Hirgla

completed action with emphasis upon lasting consequences ; ; .

of the completed action (Consumative function). We don’t ::; :

have anything comparable to this idea in the English lan- 123

guage. The closest idea in English is the perfect tense with “**"

an emphasis upon the completion of action. Thus éuaBete could
be translated as “you have learned” rather then “you learned.”
Another clear indication of the beginning point is seen in the
relative clause in v. 6: A’ ¢ AHEPAC AKOVOATE KO EMEYVWTE THV
xaplv tol Beol év dAnBeiq, “from the very day you heard and
grasped the grace of God in Truth.” This clause marks the be-
ginning of fruitfulness and growth among the Colossian believ-
ers. Together these two references reference an initial ministry
of Epaphras in the town that led to the conversion of residents
there.

Video 01
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This raises the question of When did this happen? Paul felt no [ BIC1502EGEg50b.

need to provide more time details about this successful ministry fpng*

of Epaphras. His targeted readers already knew this. He merely

affirms that he now also knew about the beginning point

through the reporting to him by Epaphras. The genuine- Exegesis
ness of this beginning point is the most important aspect WGy SFmbadtec In'the b 3
for Paul. A statement is made by Luke in Acts 19:10 that has

possible bearing here: tolto 6& éyéveto £ml £tn U0, WOTE 13 um
Tavtag Toug katotkovtag Thv Actav dkoloal Tov Adyov tod
kupiou, loudaioug te kal"EAANvag, “but this happened over 1221
two years so that all the inhabitants of Asia heard the Word

of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.” The Gospel preaching of
Paul in Ephesus fanned out over the entirety of the Roman prov-
ince of Asia, which included the Lycus River Valley some hundred
miles east of Ephesus. As individuals from across the province
traveled to the central port city of Ephesus, they came in contact
at least with the apostolic preaching of the Gospel either directly
by Paul or from one of his workers.

The terminus of the timeframe implicit in 1.3-8 is the arrival of
Epaphras to where Paul was in prison. In 1.1-2, we concluded that
most likely this was at Caesarea (57-60 AD). The clearest
reference to this is the aorist participle 0 kat 6nAwoag
AUlv, “who also informed us” (v. 8). The lengthy Ephesian
ministry of Paul took place in the early to mid-fifties. So
about a little less than a decade of time elapses between :-“"""“’"

BIC1502EGEg51b.
png*

Exegesis

the two time points treated in the Proem. During that 12.1pesplel| ‘e e s e
time Epaphras was teaching and preaching the apos- 1asmes | lemes * o4
tolic Gospel across the Lycus River Valley with dramatic 1##Events [ —
results in conversions and spiritual development of the

converts.

The news that Epaphras brought to Paul prompted him to dic- |BIC1502EGEg52b.

tate a letter to Timothy that would be carried back and read to [|png*

the various house church groups. Epaphras would have been

a logical person to take the letter to Colossae. But an insight Exegesis
from Philemon 23 signals why he did not return back to Co- tory eemiadded i the tert
lossae. In the companion letter to Philemon who lived at Co- ?::,;h_'

lossae, Epaphras is identified by Paul as 0 cuvapudAwtog J3E= ,:.hj..;;-.::m"._
pou, “my fellow prisoner.” Upon his arrival at Caesarea, Epa- 1.2.1 fs s L A st T
phras had himself been taken prisoner by the Roman author- 1231 - |
ities. To be sure, we know nothing about the details, beyond #* = [ ——

the implication of the term used here implying a shared im-
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Video 01

prisonment.

One possible detail emerges from the discussion about false
teachers being active at Colossae (see chapter two.). Epaphras
may very well have felt the need for Paul’s advice on how to
deal with these people. This may then have prompted the
trip to Caesarea to see Paul. Two phrases in the Proem hint
at this issue, which is developed in chapter two: év T@® Aoyw
¢ dAnBeiag, “by the Word of Truth, (v.5), and év dAnbeiq, i
“in Truth,” (v6). To be sure, it isn’t clear that this issue ne- 121
cessitated the trip to visit Paul. Paul’s treatment of the mat- 133
ter of false teachers in the town does not overshadow the %24
basic positive thrust of the letter as an appreciation of the

Colossians’ steadfast commitment to the apostolic Gospel first
brought to them by Epaphras, and was now expanded with more

details in this letter.

Paul’s words in the Proem provide a quick glance at the report
made to him by Epaphras about the situation in the Lycus River
Valley region of the Roman province of Asia. This report be-
came the basis for the content of the letter as Paul interpret-
ed what Epaphras told him. Thus it is very understandable
why Paul concludes with high praise of Epaphras. What isn’t
possible to do, but would be very interesting is to compare ::"
the Colossians’ letter to a transcript of the verbal reporting 12
1ar

of Epaphras. T

LI4

2.0 Literary Aspects
Now let’s take a look at the Proem from the literary aspects of
the text. This will enhance our historical understanding of

the text. Again the external / internal perspectives guide our
inquiry.
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2.1 External Aspects
These features focus on how this unit of text relates to simi-
lar texts in the Greek literature of the ancient world. Beyond

BIC1502EGEg56b.
png*

a common language, there will be similarities of forms and Exegesis
patterns between this text in Colossians and other writings |
of Paul as well as in the larger body of ancient literature. So Worw 1 relases 1o othes
a lot of reading in this larger group of ancient writings be- 2o A At achmt
comes necessary. i Treates patierns b forms

s J
2.1.1 Identify the literary form of the text. BIC1502EGEg57b.

Somewhat over two centuries ago, a scholarily discipline la- § png*

beled originally Formkritik from its German origins emerged.

It signaled the attempt to systematically identify widely es-
tablished patterns of expression across this large body of lit- -

erature. Students of this literature had noticed most of these kit < Foim Critictsan
patterns for many centuries, but did not analyze their pos- ;:" 'wmm
sible importance for interpretive understanding. These pat- z1¢ ﬂﬁ

terns are found varying levels of inclusiveness and complex- ***#&™® | |
ity. Scholarly form critics categorized these into broad genre it

and small or narrow genre. In the present status of Form Crit-
icism, varying applications of this method will be considered
relevant to biblical studies.

From the BIC commentary on the Praescriptio in 1.1-2, we con- | BIC1502EGEg58b.
cluded clearly that this document called Paul’s Letter to the Co- [ png*

lossians is cast in the form of an ancient letter, at the broad

genre level. It contains the four key subsections of an ancient Exegesis
letter: Praescriptio (1.1-2), Proem (1.3-8), letter body (1.9- 4
4.9), and Conclusio (4.10-18). Additionlly, it adhgres closely | Brod P‘"ﬁnmm
in basic form to the other letters of Paul found in the New ;:" orical B 5 ey jubsections:

Testament. The ancient world of letters reveals a tremen- 21k : mmum
dous amount of creativity in fleshing out these four sections. = [ © | g2 s exprassion in ancient i
The same is true for the letters of Paul in the New Testament. A —

Technical study of this broad genre of letter has demonstrat-

ed the dominating role that ancient letters played in communi-
cating ideas of every kind in that world. Post apostolic Christi-
anity for the next several centuries illustrates this trend in that
most of these documents were cast in the form of a letter. Ad-
ditionally, even inside the New Testament, there are two doc-
uments which overall typified ancient Jewish sermons but are
superficially recast by the authors in the form of a letter: James
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(Praescriptio in 1.1) and Hebrews (Conclusio in 13:18-25).

BIC1502EGEg59b.
png*

The Proem of Colossians 1.3-8 adheres to a majority of similar el-
ements in the rest of Paul’s letters. The core clause of the singu-
lar sentence of verses three through eight, EUxaplotolpev

@ Be®, “we give thanks to God,” is found in six of Paul’s
letters either in the singular or plural form of the verb. Plus

a modified form of expressing thanksgiving is found in three
other letters of Paul. In four of Paul’s letters, the Proem is ;:"'
made up of only one sentence. This thanksgiving is usual- 21 s
ly expressed in an unusually long sentence, as is done in ***F
Col. 1.3-8. On average this Proem sentence is approximately

94.5 words long in Paul’s letters. At 104 words, Colossians is
above average in length. Yet, in the ancient Greek literary world,
this is not a lengthy sentence at all. To be sure, such sentences
represent a nightmare to the modern Bible translator dealing
with modern languages where sentences cannot be this long,
and make any sense to the reader.

Exegesis

BIC1502EGEg60b.
png*

One disputed issue here among modern scholars is the termi-
nus point of the Proem and the beginning of the letter body.
A part of the issue stems from Paul’s occasional tendency

to move from thanksgiving to intercession inside the Proem.
Does the Proem in Colossians end at verse eight or at verse
eleven? At first glance, 1.9-11a seems to be intercession

as part two of the Proem. Yet, a close examination of this ;_:"'
sentence reveals a subtle shift of emphasis. There is inter- zie
cession expressed with Tpocguyopevol kal attoupevot, o =
nAnpwOiite, “praying and asking, so that you may be filled.”
Clearly, in the following sentence found in 1.11b-14 (11b-
20), the theme of thanksgiving is re-introduced, but this time the
focus is on God and what He has accomplished through Christ.
At this point, the apostle is moving into the letter body with the
expansion of some of the implications found in both the Prae-
scriptio and Proem. Conclusion? The ending point of the Proem
is left ambiguous with a gradual transition into the letter body.
This, rather than the usual clear transition.

Exegesis

One Inberpeeriee isbol:

Thee tewminuy of Proem:
wi  woaLs?

Gomshanl Erarision aan

lther body

2.1.2 Analyze the role of the text as a form.
Once a specific form has been identified, what next? The in-
sights gleaned from Form Critical analysis would assert the ba-
sic function of a letter Proem to deepen the bond of connection
between the letter sender and the letter recipient. This was

BIC1502EGEg61b.
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first signaled in the Salutatio, that is, the Greeting of the
Praescriptio. The expression of a prayer-wish in the greeting
naturally evolves into the more detailed prayer that makes
up the Proem. Thanksgiving is the basic theme of all of

the proems in the letters of Paul sent to groups of people.
Joy is the alternative theme in the letters to Timothy. The :-'-*
one exception is the letter to the Galatian churches, where z1.2#
astonishment (@auvpalw) and no thanksgiving is expressed
in a substitute proem (1.6-9). A second role for the letter Pro-
em, especially as Paul uses it, is to suggest even further possible
issues to be brought up in the letter body.

Both objectives are clearly evident in the Proem of Colossians.
The general theme of salvation (ocwtnpla), first signaled in
the Praescriptio, is here expanded with greater detail in the
Proem. It involves human faith, love, and hope. It is centered
in Christ Jesus. It is a life-changing and ongoing commitment ,
to God that pushes us to love other people around us. It is ME
found only in the apostolic Gospel preached as the Word of 212
Truth. Epaphras faithfully delivered that message in the Ly- ***"
cus River Valley which led to the establishment of several
house-church groups of believers serving God as Christians. Upon
learning about them, Paul develops a deep love for these people
that motivates him to both thank God for them and to pray for
their continued growth. These expressions in the Proem certainly
lay the foundation for expansion in the letter body.

2.2 Internal Aspects: Literary Structure
Now we are ready to examine the contents of the Proem
from a literary angle. This is comparable to examining a
forest. We take a look at the individual trees, and then a
holistic look in order to detect patterns in the arrange-
ment of those trees. This will provide helpful insight into
the message of the text. r2
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2.2.1 Develop understanding of the wording of
the text.

To examine each tree of this literary forest we must parse
each Greek word of the original language text. This has al-
ready been done in the BIC commentary, and is available
online as a separte pdf file as well. Here we will summarize
the results of this analysis.

How Paul used the distinctions between the Greek present tenseBIC1502EGEg65b.
and the aorist tense to set up the timeframe inside the Proem
very interesting. Altogether there are fifteen verbs and verbals i
the text. Nine are present tense and six are aorist tense

forms. Fundamentally the ancient Greek present tense

pictures time as a process, often with no defined begin-

ning or ending. But the ancient Greek aorist tense pic-

tures time as a completed action, much in the fashion of i
an event. In this text, the aorist tense forms specify ei- 2.0terary
ther Epaphras’ report to Paul upon arriving at Caesarea; s s
(dkovoavteg, “after having heard,” v. 4; dnAwoag, “in-2*t
formed”), or the initial evangelizing ministry earlier by Epaphr
in Colossae (Akouoate Kal €éngyvwrte, “you heard and grasped
V. 6; mponkovLoate, “you heard earlier,” v. 5). Thus by the aori
tense the beginning and ending termini of the timeframe co
ered in the Proem are set up by Paul.

The timeframe of the Proem can be charted out as follows: BIC1502EGEg66b.
(1) (2) (3) png*

One equals the initial ministry of Epaphras' evangelizing the L
cus River Valley. This took place most likely in the early to
middle 50s.

Two equals the arrival of Epahras in Caesarea where he
reported to Paul and Timothy what was happening in Co- ;7

lossae. This took place sometime from 57 to 60 AD. Some s (it —{x] ‘
three to six years took place between points 1 and 2. 131 R e

Three equals the time of the writing of the Colossians letter
Paul’s response to Epaphras’ report. How long a period of tim
that elapsed between the report and the letter could not ha
been very long. Yet, the Letter to the Ephesians along with th
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one to Philemon was also composed during this same time peri-
od. Also, there is mention of another letter from Laodicea (tr)v ék
Naobikeiag) in Colossians 4.16, that was included in this group.*®

The dominating use of present tense expressions alludes to the 'BIC1502EGEg67b.
extended period either between points 1 and 2, or between
points 2 and 3. The core present tense verb EOxaplotoUpey,
especially with the temporal adverb navtorte, (v3), encom-
passes the second period from the time of Epaphras’ report
onward. But the following present tense forms, €xete (v 4),
AmoKeLLEVNV (V5), Ttapdvtog (v6), €otiv kapmodopoUueVoV
kat av§avopevov (v6), and €otw (v7), reach back to the be-
ginning (point 1) forward to the writing of the letter (point HEM
3). The periphrastic expression £otiv kaprnodopoUpEeVoV Kal -y
av&avopevov (v6) in part reaches further back than point 1.
The enduring commitment made by the Colossians at the begin-
ning is the dominant time emphasis of the Proem. This aspect of
the occurrences is what especially motivated Paul to thanksgiv-
ing for the Colossians.

Yet what was happening spiritually to the Colossians is the more 'BIC1502EGEg68b.
significant emphasis. And it focuses on the salvation provided
by God in Christ. In the Proem emphasis is given to faith, love,
hope, hearing, grasping, being taught. These traits relate to
the saving action of God. This represents an expansion of
“holy and faithful brothers” in the Praescriptio. These items
will be later expanded even further into more detailed dis-
cussions in the letter body. EmphaS|s is given to God’s provi- ':"'
sion of salvation in Christ. He is “our Father” (v. 2), and this z.ues
is extended to God being the Father of Jesus Christ who is T
our Lord (v. 3). This connection to God as Father will receive
considerable attention in the letter body. All of this was in-

A lot of uncertainty surrounds this letter. And has since the second
century onward. The general assumption is that Paul wrote a sepa-
rate letter to the church at Laodicea, and it was taken to the Lycus
River Valley with Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. Although var-
ious attempts have been made to identify it with Ephesians, or with
a much later specious Letter to the Laodiceans. One early view was
that the letter was written by the Laodiceans addressed to Paul. But
most scholars see the context as indicating a letter from Paul to the
Laodiceans that should be read at Colossae, along with Colossians be-
ing read at Laodicea. This is one of the lost letters of Paul that did not
make its way into the New Testament (cf. 1 Cor. 5.9). Why? We have
utterly no idea!
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tended to affirm the correctness of the Colossians’ acceptance
of the apostolic Gospel preached to them by Epaphras. They
didn’t need any alteration of this message. Its roots in the apos-
tolic commissioning of Paul by God (v1) and passed on to them
by Epaphras (vv4-8) put them on the correct path to eternal
salvation.

2.2.2 Assess the structural arrangement of
the text.

Although different ways of doing this exist, the use of the
Block Diagram provides a clear visual picture of the ar-
rangement. For a separate copy of the complete diagram

of Colossians 1.3-8, see the online pdf files “Block Diagram: o
Greek Text” and “Block Diagram: English Text.” Here we will 2o

L1 Ext

summarize observations derived from the diagram. This 3,
single sentence in verses three through eight flows off of ;:;
the first three Greek words EUxaplotolpev t@ Be®, “we
give thanks to God.” Everything else in the sentence develops
out of this core idea. Two expansions are attached to these
three words. First, as adjectival expansion of t® 8e®, “to God,”
comes matpl tol Kupiou NUAV Incol Xplotol, “Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” God is not only our Heavenly Father (ratpog
AUV, V. 2), but also of Jesus Christ who is our Lord. A n d
these relationships are more intense since matpt is an apposi-
tional modifier of Be® parallel to Be0l matpodgin v. 2.

The verb EuxaplotoOpev has the bulk of the expansions at-
tached to it as adverbial modifiers. These modifiers are the
temporal adverb mavtote, “always,”; the adverbial temporal
participle mpoosuyxopevol, “as we are praying,”; and the
adverbial temporal participle dkovocavteg, “after having
heard.” This last participle references the report of Epaphras
upon his visit to Paul. It then is greatly expanded in verses
four through eight by numerous subordinate clause expres-
sions. Their faith and love are grounded in hope. This triad it

stands as the heart of Word of Truth, which is the apostol- :i: ‘

ic Gospel. This message is expanding across Paul’s world as ***

well as in Colossae since its initial arrival there. In essence,

this Gospel proclaims God’s grace. Epaphras has faithfully pro-
claimed it to the Colossians from the beginning. Upon his ar-
rival at Caesarea, he reported all this to Paul, along with their
love for the apostle whom they had not seen in person. This
sentence stands as Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving to God for the

BIC1502E-
GEg69b.png*

BIC1502EGEg-
69bc.png*
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contextual role of this text to the remainder of the doc-
ument. We have identified 1.3-8 as the letter Proem.
Why was this element added to most ancient letters?
To be sure, it always is in the form of a prayer offered A
up to deity, normally on behalf of the letter recipient. In ; 0 Literary
non-religious letters, it usually takes the form of a prayer 3 o
for health () and/or prosperity. But in the letters of Paul, :::—::"’“fﬂ’
the dominant emphasis is upon thanksgiving to God for .21 ¢enses
the recipients. For Paul, thanksgiving flows out of the
prayer-wish in the greeting for the continuation of grace and
peace. Additionally, the Proem in Paul’s letters contains previews
of themes to be treated in the letter body.

BIC1502EGEg71b.
png*
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That is clearly found in the Proem of Colossians. The very basic
idea of God'’s grace and peace continuing to

flow into the lives of the Colossian believers,

which is expressed in the greeting, X4pIG UHY  “mosnann
Kal eiprivn amno Beol matpog AUV (v2b), is f:;r"‘ -
expanded into a summary glance of their tencis
conversion and ongoing growth contained & Prayer
in the Proem. This core idea then becomes Froem builds off greet
foundational for the content of the letter Froem sets up content
body, which is largely an appeal for them to

stay put in this apostolic Gospel. At the end of the Proem in verse
eight, Paul begins transitioning into the letter body with verses
nine through eleven. Some repetition with similar phrases from
the Proem surfaces. For example, ad’ f¢ AHEPAC AKOVCAEVY,
in v.9 with ad’ Ac AEépag Akovoate in v. 6. Also Umép UGV
T(POCEUXOUEVOL in v. 9 with mepl VLAV MPooeVXOpEVOL, in V. 3.
But these also tend to point in a slightly different direction in
verses nine through fourteen. This begins the more detailed de-
velopment of the larger theme of salvation.

Lol

BIC1502EGEg72.
Summary Conclusion

With thanksgiving for the Colossians put on the

table in the Proem, Paul is ready to elaborate on

the Gospel message that the Colossians had ac- #a s

cepted from Epaphras. He will proceed to do this um

beginning in 1.9. But not in a wooden, rigid man- 3 st

Video 01




BIC1502EAEg73.
mp3*

Video 01

ner. In a very creative fashion, he builds the picture of salvation in
the apostolic Gospel, stroke by stroke, organized around the typ-
ical twofold structure of faith and practice. One should remem-
ber that this is a letter, and not a systematic treatise. The strokes
used are addressing the very real situation at Colossae. To be
sure, some more details about salvation get mixed in through the
reading of Ephesians, Philemon, and the letter to the Laodiceans
in a bundle with Colossians. But this letter addresses the church
at Colossae as it existed in the late 50s of the first century.
BIC1502EAEg73.
So how does this text apply to us almost two thousand years lat-
er? The answer to this question will come in the part
two exposition of this text. In this subsequent study,
both methods for applying a text and potential appli-
cations of this Proem are explored. Remember that ex- yuskicion
egesis refers to developing a historical meaning of the -0Hisorikal §
text, while exposition refers to making modern appli- Conchusion
cations of this text. This range of possible applications
must stand within the limits of spiritual meaning de-
rived from the exegesis conclusions. Summarizing the
insights from the exposition of the Proem that are found in part
two of the BIC commentary will be the intent of video two on the
Proem. | think you will be pleasantly surprised to discover just
how relevant the Proem of Colossians is to our modern church
experience.

%k 3% 3k 3k %k %k %k %k %k k k

BACKGROUND MUSIC:
Bossanova.wav

B B o L B O LA

Page 28



