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INTRODUCTION

WELCOME
to this summary video of the exegesis of Colossians 1:9-11a. This video G ng’
covers the third pericope thus far in the Greek text of Colossians. J:LW% b

* Sy
This video summarizes the historical interpretation of the Greek »* il
ﬁlﬂ, Y 'I--f I

text, and is Part One of the study of Colossians 1:9-11a. These
documents are available online at cranfordville.com in the Bib-. “’f‘***‘ﬂw i
lical Insights Commentary series. Click on volume 15 of the re-g8 ﬁﬁf_

vised BIC commentary series. WELCO ﬁﬁ{
5 elc =i I

-

.

In order to reconstruct the history of this text, several angles of analysis
must be completed. These are grouped around both the historical and
the literary aspects of the text.! This interpretive methodology is’ 5 :F""J._W
set forth in Guidelines for Exegeting a Text from the Greek New t
Testament, found under “Study Aids for New Testament Studies”
at cranfordville.com.

The method to be followed in outline presentation:
1.0 HISTORICAL

1.1 External Aspects

1.1.1 Compositional Aspects

1.1.2 Transcriptional Aspects

1.2 Internal Aspects

1.2.1 People

1.2.2 Places

1.2.3 Times

1.2.4 Events

2.0 LITERARY

2.1 External: Literary Forms

2.1.1 Identify the literary forms

2.1.2 Analyze the role of the literary forms

2.2 Internal: Literary Structure

2.2.1 Develop an understanding of the wording.
2.2.2 Assess the literary arrangement of the text.
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But, first we need to see the original Greek text that we are analyzing.

being read aloud.

9 Al todito Kal UETS, dd’ A AREPAS AKOVGAEY, OU TTaUdUEDA
UMEp VUMV TPOCEUXOUEVOL Kal aitoupevol, (va MAnpwoiite
TV éniyvwowy tod BeAfuatog avtol év mdaon codiq Kol yu
ouvéoel veupatikij, 10 neputatficatl afiwg tol Kupilou &l e
ndoav Aapeokelav, €v mavil €pyw Aayab® kapmodopolivieg
Kal ab&avopevol Tfj émyvwoel tod Beo0, 11 év maon Suvapel
duvapolpevol katd O kpdtog Thg 66§ng avTol eig mdocav g
UmopovnV Kal pakpoBupiav. :

Now what is being said? Here is a very literal translation of this—
original text in English:

9 Because of this, we also, from the day that we heard, do not cease
praying for you and asking so that you may be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 10 in order to walk
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worthy of the Lord in every pleasing, in every good deed bearing
fruit and growing in the knowledge of God, 11a in full power
being enabled according to the might of His Glory for complete #
endurance and long-suffering,

This study will build on the foundation of the previous two perl— Sl
copes in Colossians 1:1-2 and 1:3-8. In these studies we conclud- _#T'
ed that this document is in the form of an ancient Greek letter. -
It closely conforms in structure to the other letters in the New™
Testament traditionally attributed to the Apostle Paul. This letter N
was dictated to Timothy as the writing secretary while Paul wasF"m"ﬂ of
being held by the Romans in Caesarea (AD 57-60). The motiva- 1:1-2 and 1: 3‘q'u %
tion for the writing of this letter came from the report brought e -1
to Paul while in prison from Epaphras. This servant of Christ had
proclaimed the Apostolic Gospel to folks in the Lycus River Valley on the
eastern side of the Roman province of Asia. The intent of the letter was
to affirm the validity of this message by providing more details about it.
Paul hoped that the Colossians would continue their allegiance to this
Gospel and not be swayed by the alternative message being promoted
by false teachers at work there.

- ‘1:._ 1

Now, let’s take a close look at the various interpretive aspects +;**W

that will enable us to develop a historical understanding of this __# ian! '1
passage in 1:9-11a. This will constitute our “then” understanding = |
of the text. This will provide us with a solid basis for developing:i
possible “now” applications of the text to our world. These appli-
cations we will explore in Part Two: Exposition of the Text, which:
follows this study. '
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1.0 HISTORICAL

The historical aspects revolve around the External Aspects and.
the Internal Aspects. The External Aspects then focus on both" ';H,"" g
the creation of the document (Compositional Aspects) and the ¢
preservation of the document in subsequent centuries (Tran-:- "#
scriptional Aspects). This is the history of the text itself as a ik
document. The Internal Aspects focus on the history inside thei - External Aspects
text. Four perspectives will be examined to determine this his-' Iﬂﬂ"l‘lﬂm“ o
tory. There are the people, the places, the time references, and i i
the events mentioned in the text. This will provide the basic e
factual data for a historical understanding of the text.

One of the ongoing challenges here is the dilemma of working with
two very different views of history. The dominant ancient view;
of history was vertical in its orientation. That is, history was"” ';H',"l
the account of how the gods dealt with humans on the earth. 3¢

Their interaction with one another became the basis for under-=
standing the divine. Since the Renaissance, Western culture has E
viewed history primarily from a horizontal angle. That is, historyt - Twa
is the story of human interaction with one another. The divine'  af history:
perspective doesn’t properly belong to history, but to theology Ancient

or religion. i o

In order to do biblical exegesis of a scripture text, these two approach-
es to history have to be blended together in a modified view of. <
history. The sacred scripture nature of the ancient text makes™
such necessary for understanding the scripture text. Various ‘- -
approaches to doing this will be found in commentaries and..
journal articles. The approach that | have adopted in the BICT =
commentary project seeks diligently to find a workable bIend-mmm
ing of these two approaches to history. Christianity is a histori-'
cally based religion, unlike most of the other religions in either
the ancient or the modern world. With self-awareness of our =~ based!
religious starting point, we look at history as it relates to the
text under consideration.
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1.1 External Aspects

Here we look closely at the history of the text, i.e., How it was_tn-'-'-;.
created and then how well it was preserved? At this point, we &o¥e i
work off of the previously concluded perspectives in the first two * !
studies of this document. The ancient letter functioned in the'-"‘i
first Christian century as the primary means of communlcatlon m_ el
outside of face-to-face encounters. The letter largely functioned; m of

as the authoritative voice of the sender, who could not be phys-
ically present to speak to the recipients of the letter. When the. e
letter sender identified himself by title in the Praescriptio rather
than merely using his name, this title provided the basis for making
demands to the letter sender. Thus, the more we can learn about the
letter sender, the better our understanding will be. And also this applies

to the letter recipient or recipients.

-t

1.1.1 Compositional Aspects
Beyond what was concluded in the first two studies about the™
creation of this letter, let me flesh out some more details of the
circumstances surrounding the creation of this letter. ]

Apostle Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem and was now being..* .tr'
held in custody by the Romans in Caesarea, they decided to send {' @ 4
Epaphras -- and probably others also -- to Caesarea to give him *
support and assurances of their love for him. After making ther;
rather short trip from Colossae to Caesarea within a three-week
period, Epaphras arrived in Caesarea. Most likely this took place;
during the first of the two-plus years that Paul was in Caesarea.
Local believers helped arrange permission for Epaphras to see
Paul in the prison located in the governor’s palace. What a meet-

ing that must have been! Epaphras explained how God had blessed the

-
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preaching of the Apostolic Gospel he had learned from Paul years ear-
lier while Paul was in Ephesus. Thriving groups of Christians had been
formed in the three principle cities of the valley, Hierapolis, Laodicea,
and Colossae.

Sometime after Epaphras arrived in Caesarea, word reached Paul about
the situation of Christianity in Ephesus. Also, the situation with—
Onesimus, the runaway slave who came to know Christ under
Paul’s ministry, developed to the point that he needed to be .'"_
sent back home to Colossae and his owner Philemon. So deC|-—1
sions were made to create three separate letters that would be 1.1
sent to Asia together. The Letter to the Ephesians was to be theﬂﬂupfuu-'

“cover” letter that would lay background understanding for the Writing of letter
other two letters to the Colossians and to Philemon. Timothy
served as the writing secretary, and then as the leader of the
group dispatched by Paul to carry these letters to Asia where all
three would be read together in the assembled groups in the province
of Asia. Epaphras should have been in that group going back to Asia,
but, as is noted in Philemon 23, he had been taken into custody by the
Romans at the time of the writing of this letter. Additionally, a fourth
letter was also included in this group (cf. Col. 4:16). This Letter to the
Laodiceans was not preserved along with the others, and has become
one of the so-called lost letters of Paul. So, once all four letters were in
finalized form, Timothy, Tychicus, Onesimus, and others left for Asia in
order to deliver these letters.

The new aspect from 1:9-11a is the affirmation of an ongoing prayer
ministry of intercession for the Colossians that began when Ep-——
aphras first made his report to Paul after he arrived in Caesar-
ea. This report convinced Paul that God was genuinely moving j
among the Colossians, as it was based on the Apostolic Gospel. -1- EWE
Also, in the wording of 1:9-11a, it becomes clear that the writ- 1 1.1 CoMpBR _
ing of Colossians took place sometime after Epaphras made hlsﬂmm
initial report to Paul. How much time elapsed we don’t know.'
Probably it was a reasonably short period of time.
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1.1.2 Transcriptional Aspects
Once the group arrived at the destinations in Asia and present- “pgjos
ed the letters to the respective communities of faith, copies g,,ﬂ ]
of each letter would be made for taking to the other groups 1.'
across the province. Subsequently, copies would be made of"-'l— 1 -- et
the copies and so on over the coming centurles oftlme By the 1 H f el
gan to be made and were circulated to other communities of
faith.

Largely through the scholarly discipline of Form Criticism, we_ falgs
can trace the history of the copying of this text. Centrally, this ﬂ.ﬂ' fistp.
is done by analyzing the relevant copies of Col. 1:9-11a among 1- i L‘ ks
the some 5,600 plus currently available ancient Greek texts of"-lﬂ L-uomy "J'h LU
the New Testament. The two presently dominant print Greek ’ 1.2 gl anal
New Testaments contain a section called the “Critical Appara-
tus” that details the content of the relevant Greek manuscripts

to this passage. The United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testa- T‘E"ﬁ"; -
ment is currently in the fifth revised edition (UBS 5th rev). It’s o
Critical Apparatus targets those working on translations of the New
Testament into some modern language. Thus fewer variant readings
are posted, but more details for each posting are given. On the other
hand, the Critical Apparatus of the Nestle-Aland 28th revised edition of
the Novum Testamentum Graece gives a complete listing of all variant
readings, but with less details (NA 28th rev). It targets the scholarly
community which is writing commentaries and doing in depth analy-
sis of the text. The highly coded nature of both apparatuses requires
specialized training in order to read them. Consequently, two publica-
tions seek to untangle this code in simplified explanations. First is Bruce
Metzger, editor, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament,
(Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgeselschaft, Second Edition, 1994). The sec-
ond is based on the first and is Roger L. Omanson, A Textual Guide to
the Greek New Testament (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgeselschaft, 2006).
This second publication especially targets Bible translators who have
no training in Textual Criticism. Some of the commentary series, such
as the Word Biblical Commentary series, also treat the variant readings
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as they surface in individual pericopes of text.

We will lean heavily on these two textual commentaries for as-
sessments of the variant readings. They will provide very S|mpI|- 1 ﬁ
fied explanations of some highly technical materials. Note that 1.3Ext
the UBS 5th revised edition does not list an text variations for- _i
1:9-11. It does, however, list a “Segmentation” issue. Since the
original manuscript of this letter did not contain any punctua-
tion marks or divisions of spacing between words, modern ed-
itors of printed Greek texts do include such insertions. Usually,
no issue arises regarding how to do this properly. But here the
issue arises over whether the prepositional phrase Meta xapdg, “with
joy,” modifies either the preceding participle Suvapoipevol, “being en-
abled.” Or, the subsequent participle e0xaplotolvteg, “giving thanks.”?
An analysis of several printed Greek texts and modern translations re-
veals a very divided view over whether a period should be inserted after
pnokpoBupiav, “long-suffering,” or not.? Its use in Phil. 1:4 (petd xapdg
Vv 6€natv moloLpevog,”with joy making mention in prayer,” favors the
second option. Added to that is its closeness to the second participle.
Thus we will treat the prepositional phrase Meta xapdc as connected
to euxaplotolvreg. The Critical Apparatus in the NA28th rev. edition
also only notes this same issue.

8Tl

With this analysis, we have “established the text,” in the sense”

2“If a break is made before the words petd yapdg (with joy), as in the .
text, the words peta xapdg go with what follows and indicate the
attitude one is to have when giving thanks, as in NRSV, ‘while Joyfully-=-
giving thanks.” If, however, the break is made after these words, peta -
Xapdg go with what precedes and indicate the attitude one is to have;
while enduring and having patience, as in RSV, ‘for all endurance and
patience with joy ..."”

[Roger Omason, A Textual Guide to the Greek New Testament (Stutt-
gart: Deutsche Bibelgeselschaft, 2006), 202]

3Even when the discussion concerns the insertion of a period or not, such
analysis fails to recognize the actual sentence which begins in verse nine and
ends with verse twenty. In the Greek thought structure all of the material in
these verses comprise a single expression of idea. This is clear with the main
clause verb o0 mauopeba, “we do not stop,” in verse nine. The next main
clause verse shows up in verse twenty-two, amokatAAatev, “he reconciled.
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of affirming the precise wording of this passage in the original Koine
Greek. It is this text that we now can exegete with confidence that it
represents the exact wording that was originally written.

1.2 Internal Aspects _
In distinction to the External Aspects, which examine the histo- 1

times the two perspectives will overlap one another. And Col.
1:9-11ais one such instance. But the two angles are sufficiently:
distinct so as to merit separate treatment.

The internal history elements concluded in the first two studies ™ aa;.
provide the foundation upon which to add any historical aIIu-'
sions in 1:9-11a. In the Praescriptio, the letter senders are iden- -r' -
tified as Paul and Timothy. The letter was sent to the Christian®™
community at Colossae. As soon as Paul learned about the situ- -
ation in Colossae from the report given to him by Epaphras, he'}mﬁﬂ'ﬂ
began expressing thanksgiving to God for them. This we Iearn 1:5-11a, Interc
from the Proem in 1:3-8. Now in the Intercession found in 1:9-

11a, we learn that continual intercession for the Colossians by~ *
Paul and Timothy began at the same time as the prayers of thanksgiv-
ing. Let’s explore this further.

1.2.1 People _
No mention by name of any individual or group surfaces in ti*
But the personal pronoun fpelc, “we,” stands close to the be &
of the sentence in a position of emphasis, as well as inherently= :
emphasis by being stated. This refers back to Paul and Timothy ; i3
named in verse one. The resulting impact is very difficult to expﬂmwnﬁ'h- e
a modern language, but moves somewhat along the lines of “ = Paul & =" =
sonaIIy do not ourselves stop.” Additionally, another personal ¢ II'.I-IEF"FIH"' ='Cole
OV, “you,” surfaces in the plural form and goes back to th @UIed L
reference to the Colossian brothers in verse two. Finally, the personal
pronoun autol, “His,” goes back to 600, “God’s,” in verse one. And
then Beo0, “of God,” is directly stated in verse ten. Within the essential
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structure of intercessory prayer, there are three individuals or groups
involved: the one praying, the God being prayed to, and the individu-
al or group being prayed for. All three of those are referenced in this
prayer in 1:9-20.

1.2.2 Places . Do
No geographical names are mentioned in this passage. But by
implication, the location of these words as a part of the letter “,1.
was where Paul was in prison at the time of its composition. In"'_.!_ 2 B
the first study, we identified this as most likely Caesarea in the

Roman province of Judea on the eastern Mediterranean coast-?ﬂ" _ l-—'é_ :
line. = Paul in prison n
7,

1.2.3 Times ]
The temporal markers in this passage play off the Koine Greek prese .2
and aorist tense verbal expressions. The present tense verb navoue0=1 3
es ongoing movement of time. Also the three present tense Greek pz

TipooeUXOUevolL, “praying,” aitoluevol, “asking,” and 6uvauouusvoﬂm‘#‘
enabled,” likewise emphasize continuous action. This same stretch ¢
captured in the aorist verb in the subjunctive mood, nAnpwbOfite, “
may be filled.” The same specialized use of the aorist tense is presel. .
infinitive meputatioat, “to walk.” This use is labeled the Culminative function
of the aorist tense. It captures the entirety of a stretch of time and views it as a
single event. But the more normal use of the aorist to reference a simple past
event -- the Constative function -- is seen in the verb AkoUcapuev, “we heard.”
It marks the starting point of the stretch of time affirmed in the passage. This
period of time extends at least into the time of the writing of the letter and
beyond into an indefinite future time. & i

o

1.2.4 Events
The one event referenced in this text surfaces in the relative clause-}
ad’ ¢ AUépag fKrovoapey, “from the day that we heard” It repeats -

AKOUOQVTEG TNV TOTWV UUAV €v Xplot® Inool kal thv ayamnv, “hav-
ing heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love,” in verse four. The'
simple Constative function of both the Aorist verb AkoUocauev, “we
heard,” and the aorist participle akovoavteg, “having heard, marksa
previous moment of hearing something for the first time. This event

o B¢ gt

il
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is defined by the aorist participle 6nAwooc fuiv, “having shown us,” in verse
eight. This event was the report made by Epaphras to Paul when he arrived in
Caesarea to visit the apostle. ;
Based on that report, Paul and Timothy were motivated to begin™ e
an intercessory prayer ministry for the Colossians. And this was a 'r :
serious, continuing pattern of praying for the Colossians that was,.. o r ;
continuing regularly at the time of the writing of the letter. Plus, °-’1 . " _.'_
the tense patterns make it clear that this prayer ministry was open #—
ended and had no time limit imposed on it. Both thanksgiving and:}ﬂmm ! ,-JF
intercession for the Colossians by Paul and Timothy are especially  @renendede v 1]
highlighted in verses three through eleven. )

Rt el R

2.0 LITERARY _
Now we take a close look at the literary aspects of this passage. This :H
supplements the historical aspects. With the External Aspects, we=
will compare detected literary forms and patterns in Colossians 1: :9- Ext
11a with similar forms elsewhere in Paul’s letters, as well as in the; o
wider body of ancient Greek and Latin literature. With the Internal’ intermal:
Aspects, we examined each Greek word and also how they are ar- Mnfjm'.rd
ranged grammatically. The end result will be increased data for de-

veloping a detailed historical picture of this letter.

2.1 External: Literary Forms ]
Having already established that this document is in the form of an :H_ ’
ancient Greek letter, we would expect to see some, if not all, of thel
sub-forms of such ancient letters: Praescriptio, Proem, Letter Body, --ﬂ,
and Conclusio. Indeed, these do surface in Colossians as follows: Lﬁﬂiﬂ'ﬂ!ﬁ. § e
Praescriptio (1:1-2); Proem (1:3-8); Letter Body (1:9-4:6); and Con-' Proem: 1:3-8 ¥

clusio (4:7-18). Body: .'I‘F-I:E -:Lq“ *,

2.1.1 Identify the literary forms
Thus Colossians 1:9-11a falls at the beginning of;
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the letter body. But as already determined, it is only the beginning section
of the long sentence found in 1:9-20. Yet, this one sentence has three dis-
tinguishable sections in verses 9-11a; 11b-14, and 15-20. Its main clause is
found in the first section. This establishes the basic theme of the sentence as
an intercessory prayer.

Note the core expression of the sentence: nUELC...00 nauousea-
UmEp LUQV TTPooELYOEVOL Kal aitoupevol, “we...do not cease for :'
you praying and asking...”. The lengthy iva clause both defines the_ *
content of this intercession as well as the goal of his intercession." -E.:.u ~r+-=~'
It runs from the middle of verse 9 through verse 20. Its core is Lvogl:=--r-n—
TAnpwOfite TV smvvwow ol BeAnuatog abtol &v maon codliqg Kou.. et s -
OUVECEL TIVEUATLKR, “so that you may be filled with the knowledge R e R o
of His will in full wisdom and spiritual understanding.” . ‘-‘
ey TR

A careful search of the other letters in the New Testament that are. L@
attributed to Paul reveals several additional intercessory prayers. < L
These include Romans 1:9-10 where Paul’s intercession is that God #=x l:.'.i!';
might allow him to come to Rome. This is a part of the Proem in 1: 8-:? =

25. Verses 11 through 20 amplify the nature of this request to God.
Verse eight establishes this unit as a prayer of thanksgiving with the;
intercessory prayer inserted in verses nine and ten. The core inter-
cession is mavtote &mi TV mpooeuXWV pou dedpevog el mwg AdN
note eodwonaoopal év @ BeAnpatt Tol Beol €ABelV MpOC LUAC,
“always in my prayers asking if in some way | may now, at last, be
blessed by God’s will to come to you.”

In the lengthy Proem of Eph. 1:6-23, the prayer of thanksgiving in=*
verse 15 merges into an intercessory prayer in 16b-19. Its core ex- # ﬂ
pression is pvelav TOLOUUEVOC Ml TV IPOCEUXDV pou, tva 6 Bedc... ==
Swn LWV velpa codlag kal amokaAvPewg év émyvwoel altod,:
“making mention in my prayers, that God...may give you a spirit of : e !
wisdom and of disclosure in the knowledge of Him.” Verses 18 and 19m r

Fl'ﬂlil'l'l m i -
provide defining details of this core request made to God. = g

¥~1’H
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In the Proem of Philemon 4-7, the intercession is verse six: 8nwG N = g {FTE o8
kowwvia TG TOTEWG COU EVEPYNG VEVNTAL €V ETILYVWOEL TIAVIOG & gufntsn

ayaBol tol év Aiv eig Xplotov, “that the sharing of your faith may be:? ’f"';ﬁ
energized in the knowledge of every good deed that in us is for Christ.” =~ ¢

In the Proem of Phil 1:3-11, the intercessory prayer is contained in" 5 o rprie . 2

verses nine through eleven. The core is Kai todto npoceuyopat, tva ” g -[.“
AYATn VUGV ETL pdANOV Kal LAAAOV TEPLOCEU €V EMLYVWOEL KAl Ttaon !f“'"ﬁ'fﬁ'* F
aioBroey, “And this | pray, that your love may yet more and more = s
abound in knowledge and full insight.”

kol mAnpon Técav ebSokiav AyaBwouvng kai Epyov miotewg gv o #‘
Suvapel, “to this end, we always pray for you that our God may make: Comparison to othérs
you worthy of His calling and may fulfill every good resolve and work' 5. Praem: 2 Thess.

of faith by His power.” Intercessi
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What emerges from this analysis? Several insights surface. Some of
them are as follows: .? Ty
(1) All of the intercessory prayers, except for Colossians, are a part of #e ¥
the Proem of the letters. Often they are a subsection of a sentenceﬂmdﬂ “ﬁ?‘
inside the Proem. i 1, Intercession a part o)

(2) The content of the intercessory prayer is normally introduced by a o for Colossid:
lva-clause. i3
(3) The content of the intercessory prayers is customized to suit the

particular situation of the targeted audience for each letter.

ous single sentence in verses 3 through 8, which stands as the Proem: .
of the letter. Yet through repetltlon of phrases and words, the inter- m AP SRS

pericopes in verses 1-2 and 3-8. Note that these are largely relational
concepts, like “for you praying,” in verse three (mepl VUV TPOCEUXOUEVOL)
and in verse nine (UTEp LUV TpooeuxOevol). Also note this in dkoUoavteg,
“having heard” (verse 4), and AkoUcapev, “we heard” (verse nine). In a letter
from one who did not know its targeted audience personally, one would nat-
urally expect efforts to develop a strong bond of friendship. It is important to
note that most of the repetition occurs in the first section (vv. 9-11a) of this
long sentence. In the second and third units, very little repetition takes
place. Instead, new conceptual thrusts are being set forth. . Lolg

In relation to the other intercessory prayers in Paul’s letters, there ex- \
ists a basically common way to introduce the prayer. The subordmate?
conjunction tva, “in order that,” is used dominantly to set up the in-
tercessory prayer. Only in Romans and Philemon do we find alterna-;
tive ways of setting up the prayer. But this is understandable since Baslt Off prover wish ba i
the nature of the petition to God in Romans is focused on Paul him-

self. And the personal nature of Philemon is reflected in an alternative
construction setting up the intercession. Although these similarities in
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grammatical structure exist, it is doubtful that enough commonality exists to
label this a separate genre. Yet, the concept of an intercessory prayer is certainl
present not just in Paul’s letters but elsewhere in the New Testament. The root
idea is embedded in the prayer wish in the Greeting (v. 2, xaptc OUiv kal eipAvn
Ao Beol matpog UMV, “Grace be to you and peace from God our Father.”). And
is then repeated in the Benedictio at the end of the letter, i x&plg Hed®’ LUV,
“Grace be with you” (4:18). This mimicked early Christian patterns of worship in
invoking the blessings of God upon the worshipers, both at the beginning and
end of their meetings.

2.1.2 Analyze the role of the literary forms
What is the literary role of Colossians 1:9-207? By definition, interces-
sory prayer is an expression of concern and care for the one being:
prayed for. When the situation is like the one in Colossians, where
Paul and Timothy did not personally know the congregation of believ-'%mu-—-l-
ers at Colossae, the very strong affirmation of ongoing intercessory! w*
prayers reflects a level of concern well above the normal. The expres-

sion of thanksgiving lays a foundation for the intercession. And then
the devotion to Paul by the Colossians provides motivation for this
ongoing ministry, as well as for the action of composing the letter in order to
encourage them.

R i
N S | !;“iiﬁ:i‘:gﬂ“
ot of the literary function of this intercessory prayer beyond affirm-"2.1%2 | __l.- PS4
ing Paul and Timothy’s concern for the Colossians is to lay a founda- #hat i the fere
tion for the Apostolic Gospel that would be expanded substantially in! g fay fowsdasion for exsansion of
the letter body. The concepts of both God the Father and Jesus Christ Sl about the Amoatalic Gosmth
as Redeemer will be developed in greater detail. Also, throughout the ;
letter body Paul’s contention for the message of the Apostolic Gospel
will be developed either in direct contrast to that of the false teach-
ers in Colossae or else in indirect allusion to aspects of this false teaching. His
intercession in 1:9-20 that God would fill the Colossians with knowledge of the
divine will signals his hope that they will come to full recognmon of the Apostollc
Gospel as the exclusive path to salvation. :

2.2 Internal: Literary Structure
Now we turn our focus to the individual words of the~
text. To parse each word will help unfold the plcture Fooes &
of how the words are arranged together in expressings -
the ideas found in the text. Then we can grasp the!
thought flow of ideas in the passage. This will be vi-
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sually presented via a Block Diagram of the text. Note that on the homepage
for pericope three in volume 15 of the BIC Commentary, separate files of the
Parsing and Block Diagramming of this text are available.

2.2.1 Develop an understanding of the words. ¢
In this video we will focus on observations that emerge from the ﬂ“,
parsing of each word. Some issues arise.

(1) What does Al toiito, “Because of this,” refer to? Most Iikely_ SL
the antecedent of this demonstrative pronoun is verse 8 and the as- i)
sertion that Epaphras had shown Paul and Timothy how much the ;
Colossians loved and appreciated the apostle. It is “because of this” F
that motivates Paul and Timothy to pray without ceasing for the Co- Mere & Cakmslans deyeis' 18
::)55|ans The alternative, less likely antecedent is the thanksgiving of "*"I‘.’gﬂﬂ&
aul and Timothy (verses 3-8).

(2) The adjunctive use of the conjunction kai, “also,” links this state- 5 4

ment back to Paul’s discovery of the devotion of the Colossians in" . =~

verse eight. His praying for them is his response to their appreciation.- i ' '

of him. It carries the sense of “just as you pray for me, | am praying; el 7
! Pauls responsr be Bhair

for you.” e :u
.

.
EEr
R Vel P
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Ay
(3) The relative clause ad’ ¢ ApEpac RKkovoapey, “from the day that lﬂ ol
we heard,” marks the beginning point of this ongoing prayer ministr ﬁ“l'i'
i ) , " . o = MH-

for the Colossians. It echoes akouoavteg, “having heard in verse'
four. And also it links to énAwoog Aulv, “he showed us,”
This adds another detail to the impact of the report that Epaphras
gave to Paul upon his arrival in Caesarea.

(4) The verb mavw, with the general meaning of pause, cease, or m "-ﬂ""":“’
stop, is here used in the intensive function of the middle voice to,mith the gemeral =
place special emphasis on the subject of the verse fueic. This is ini PEROR
addition to the emphasis inherent in stating the subject with r‘]},leit;."'\‘_""'l'!"""""""""'“i'I -
Paul emphatically stresses this ongoing intercessory prayer ministry e
to the Colossians.

(5) The pair of participles that complete the idea of ceasing,
TIPOOEUXOUEVOL Kal aitovpevol, “praying and asking,” set up the very:
focused emphasis on intercessory prayer. Note the unusually high-
lighted emphasis here. This is not easily communicated in most mod-
ern languages.

Page 17
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(6) The va-clause in verses 9b-20 states both the objective of his iN-r e consens:
tercessory prayers as well as the content of them. It follows a com- éniymsn: esd fe e
mon way of grammatically introducing an intercessory prayer in the '-_t_—h ﬂ%{
letters of Paul. But the specification of the core content is unique to H"""I"‘d
Colossians: iva mAnpw06fite trv énilyvwotv tol BeAnuatog adtol, “so that you
may be filled with the knowledge of His will.” The passive voice verb assumes

that God will do the filling.

(7) The filling will be with full comprehension (trv éniyvwotv) of God'si
will (to0 BeAruartog avtol). The context of this filling is stated as év
naon codiq kat ouvéoel mveupatikii, “in full understanding and spiri-
tual insight.” How does each filling deepen our knowledge? By increas-
ing our wisdom and insight.

What i ! jective in this filling? A A&l ol
(8) ’ a:cl. is God’s objective in this filling? meputatioatl &fiwg Tol; o
kuplou, “in order to walk worthy of the Lord.” Our increased knowl- e
edge produces a higher quality lifestyle that reflects God’s presence
and activity in our lives. Knowledge leads to action.

Page 18
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(9) This ‘worthy walk’ is then qualified in a variety of ways. Its extent IS.W‘* EJ
eic mdoav dpeokeiav, “into every pleasing.” This unusual expression <es ewery plrauisg.= wup 4
defines a lifestyle that makes God happy with us. The parameters of ﬁf
this filling are defined by four participle phrases that extend through ""—'ﬂ’m
verse twenty: kapriodopolvieg, “bearing fruit,” adoavouevol, ”growmg,
Suvapoupevol, “being enabled,” and sOxaplotolvteg, “giving thanks.” In this
study, we will cover the first three of these participles.

(10) The first pair of participles kaprnodopoilvteg kal ab&avéuevm,:uﬂm b |-
“bearing fruit and growing,” link closely together action and mental menmi actiey. “"
activity. We become fruit producers év mavti €pyw ayab®, “in every

good deed.” We also grow tij £myvwoet tod 800, “in our knowledge ""‘“d
of God.” This text is woven closely together grammatically in a chiastic pat-
tern: AB//CA’ modifier|participle| | participle | modifier.

(11) The divine enabling expressed in the participle duvapoupevou
is heavily modified by three prepositional phrases. Extent of the en- %%
abling: év mdon duvapel, “with full power” The measure of the en- ™
abling: kot O kpdtoc th¢ 86&ng avtol, “according to the strength of
His glory. The purpose of the enabling: ei¢ ndoav UmopovAyv Kat pokpoBupiay,
“for full endurance and long-suffering.”

Page 19
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]
In this portrait of the Christian life painted here by Paul, we gain'ﬂ' E s ;ﬂ tm
deeper insight into what it means to be a Christian as defined in &
the Apostolic Gospel. This was the kind of Christianity that the CO-' har re Colossions were bicas
lossians were becoming, based on this Gospel message. It was not b o
the picture of Christianity being set forth by the false teachers at
Colossae. Epaphras in his preaching of this Apostolic Gospel to them
had helped the Colossians make a good beginning in authentic Christian expe-
rience. Paul and Timothy’s passionate intercessory prayer for them was that
God would fill them with the understanding of how He wanted them to live
day by day within the parameters of this Gospel message. In order,
to help them achieve this, Paul was motivated to write the letter to- Eols

anity. This letter, he hoped, would strengthen their resolve to stay ;4 et
committed to this Gospel message. . :

2.2.2 Assess the literary arrangement of the text. 8 '

. " Gk Text
From the above analysis of words and phrases in the text, we g fest
begin to see the development of thought in this passage. That
picture can be presented in a clear, direct manner through a
Block Diagram of the passage. This will visually present the relation-
ship between the primary and secondary ideas found in the grammar
of the Greek text. Two diagrams will be presented. First, that of the
original Greek text. And then of a literal translation of this Greek text.
This second diagram will maintain the grammar structure of the orig-s
inal Greek, even if in violation of the grammar of the translation lan-
guage. Note also that these diagrams are available on the BIC1503
homepage at cranfordville.com.

a7 el

1:9
Awd tolto
Kol
ad’ AG NHEPOG AKOUCAUEY,
2 NMELS...00 mavdueda
|  Umép LuQV
T(POCEUXOEVOL
| Kot
aitovpevol,
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tva mAnpwOijte
TNV éniyvwolv
| 100 BeAiuatog avtod

év naon codiq

| Kal
| ouvéoel mveupaTiki,
1:10 |
TepLatioot
aélwe to0 Kuplou
| ei¢ maoav dpeokeiay,
I
| évmavtl Epyw ayadb®
kaprmodopolvteg
| Kal
av&avopevol
| T émyvwoel tol B0,
1:11 |
| évmaon duvapet
Suvapoupevol
| kotd To KpdTOC
|| tii¢ 66&nc abTtol
(.
| eicmdoav Umopovnv
| Kol
I
pokpoBuuiay,
English Text Diagram:
1:9 Because of this
also
from the very day we heard,
2 we...do not cease
| foryou
praying
| and
asking,
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so that you may be filled
with the knowledge
of His will
in complete wisdom

spiritual understanding,

in order to walk

SUMMARY CONCLUSION
In recapping our study, let me highlight both the
the literary aspects of the passage. '

Graphics Files:

worthy of the Lord

for every pleasing,

|

| in every good deed
bearing fruit

| and

growing

| in the knowledge

| of God,

|

| with complete power
being enabled

| according to the might
| | of His glory
| for complete™s  Fawt™ A ¥

historical an
e B
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Historical Aspects:
The historical picture emerges step by step in the letter, begin-==

ning with the Praescriptio in 1:1-2. The Proem in 1:3-8 "'#
more details, and so does the Intercessory Prayer in 1:9-20. i
And it will continue to develop with added details throughout" #m
the letter body in 1:9-4:6, and in the Conclusio (4:7-18). P I1
Here’s the picture thus far in the first eleven verses of the let-r s « rwa e
ter. In the early 50s of the first Christian century, the apostle R et e "o

Lpapiom feregrim dre

Paul spent over two years at Ephesus on the third m|55|onary -r---—.n-lh
journey. This capital of the Roman province of Asia became the “T.Jﬂ
home base for the spread of the Gospel message over the entire prov-
ince. Sometime during that period, Epaphras, a native son of Colossae,
came under the influence of the Apostolic Gospel proclaimed by the
apostle Paul. He was converted to Christianity, and returned home to
the Lycus River Valley on the eastern side of the province, some 100 or
so miles east of Ephesus. He began evangelizing the towns in the valley
with considerable success. Christian communities were established in
Hierapolis, Laodicea, and Colossae. House church groups were_ g smiang
formed including the one that met in the home of Philemon, €C :
who lived in Colossae. This ministry of Epaphras continued on
for several years.

Dy
Sometime around 57 AD, word reached Colossae that the apos-; F=s=ie s

tle Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem and was now being held *iee= ARS T “]
in custody by the Romans at Caesarea on the Mediterranean. ;""""'"" .ﬂﬁ{
coast. The Christian groups in the Lycus River Valley decided to el .
send Epaphras and others to Caesarea in order to affirm their devo-
tion and support of him. The group traveled the rather short distance
(about three weeks at most) from the valley to where Paul was being
held in custody. With the help of local Christians, Epaphras gained per-
mission to visit Paul in the prison located in thems =

governor’s palace in Caesarea. In the initial vis-~ .'. # :
it, Epaphras gave a detailed report of how God - 3
was moving in the Lycus River Valley. He also™ " #m
stressed how much the believers there loved wy. i ;-{
the apostle and wanted to support him in hist ™ s s w e

U Al e v e i e

battle with his accusers. Epaphras would De asss e mmssss s
Akg g e e b
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available to Paul for whatever he needed.

Sometime after this initial visit, the decision was made to compose a
letter to the church at Colossae. Timothy served as Paul’s writing sec-
retary and took down Paul’s dictation of the letter. During this same
general time, word also reached Paul from Ephesus about needs in that
congregation. Additionally, the situation with the runaway slave Onesi-
mus who had been converted under Paul’s limited ministry came to a
head with the decision that he needed to return back to his owner, Phi-
lemon, in Colossae. So three letters were composed during the same
period of time to be carried back to Asia together. Unfortunately, Epa-
phras had attracted the suspicions of the Romans and was taken into
custody along with Paul. Additionally, a fourth letter was composed
to the church at Laodicea and was included in the group of letters. It
stands now as one of the lost letters of Paul that did not make it into the
New Testament. Ephesians was designed to serve as the “cover letter”
for the other three letters. As each was read in the various assembled
groups, the designation of recipients in Ephesians had been left blank
and would be filled in orally by the one reading the letters to the par-
ticular assembly of Christians.” In all likelihood, Timothy wasms = -
the leader of this group sent out by Paul to these churches. He' =“¥&¥
clearly would have been in the best position to explain the con- s
tents of the letters to the different groups in Asia.

Literary Aspects: -  iome o i

From the comparison of the parsing and the block diagram of’ .....,... 7,
1:9-11a, some insights emerge about the thought structure
and the flow of ideas in the passage. This text is the first third
of a long Greek sentence extending from verse nine through
verse twenty. This beginning section in verses nine through eleven
contains the foundational declaration of the entire sentence: nueic...
oU mouopeba UnEp UUEDV TPOCEUXOUEVOL Ka‘l - - #,,
aitolpevol, “we...do not cease praying for you= SLIM
and asking.” Everything else in the sentence is &\

L.
built off this grammatical foundation. This mam “g *""ﬁ! ‘fﬁ.‘ﬂ
*The designation in Eph. 1:1, toig oUow £v E¢eow ; -.—."_ ﬁ
; &

“to those in Ephesus,” does not show up in the ear- lﬁ_“ Lot -
lier manuscript copies of this letter. This signals the :_:—"*“- o L'ﬂi:‘]
o Pt o g o s
original ‘cover letter’ status of the document. of e P
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clause is structured as a very emphatic assertion of the intercessory
prayer ministry by Paul and Timothy for the Colossians. It began with
the hearing of Epaphras’ report to Paul (&’ 1¢ AHEPAC AKOVCAMEVY),
and was in part a response to their devotion to him (kat).

The details of what they were asking God to do at Colossae are spelled
out in the lengthy tva-clause, beginning in the middle of verse nine and
continuing through verse twenty. The core structure of this clause is tva
TANpwOTe THV £nlyvwotv tol BeAnuatog avtol, “so that you might be
filled with the knowledge of His will.” A divine filling of the believers
with a greater understanding of God’s will is the main prayer request for
the Colossians. The subsequent details fill in what this request is about.
Very crucial is the larger goal of this filling as stated in the purpose infin-
itive phrase meputatioat aéiwg to0 kupiou, “in order to walk worthy of
the Lord.” Everything else in the tva-clause through verse twenty plays
off this infinitive phrase in verse ten. In ancient literature, “to walk” is
a figure of speech referring to living day by day. The amplification of
this walk is developed from two angles. First is the vertical dimension:
eic mdoav apeokeiav, “in full pleasing” of God. Then four participle
phrases define the boundaries of this walk: kapnodopoivteg, “bear-
ing fruit”; abfavouevol, “growing”; duvapoupuevol, “being enabled”;
and guxaplotolvteg, “giving thanks.” This fourth qualifier of our walk
covers verses twelve through twenty, and will be the focus:
of our next study in Colossians. What Paul paints here in the =k
tva-clause is a portrait of a true Christian. This understanding
comes out of the Apostolic Gospel that Epaphras had preached::_

to the Colossians. .

A comparison of Colossian 1:1-20 to the other existing Ietters"=

in the package produced for the churches in Asia reveals some
interesting insights. Both Paul and Timothy are identified as
senders of the two letters destined for Colossae, while only

Paul is listed in Ephesians. In the two letters intended for groups of peo-
ple, Paul identifies himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus through God'’s
will. But in the personal letter to Philemon, the title identified Paul as
a prisoner of Christ Jesus. The greetings in all three letters are almost
identical. All contain “Grace to you and peace from God our Father.”
Ephesians and Philemon add “and the Lord Jesus Christ.” The Proems
in Colossians and Philemon center on thanksgiving to God for the re-
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cipients, while Ephesians emphasizes praise to God. In Ephesians and

Philemon, the intercessory prayer is embedded in the Proem, while in

Colossians it transitions to the letter body in a separate and ;b &

much longer expression. Thus both similarities and distinctives g '_

surface in such a comparison. L e B . T
i nri‘l:fi'ﬂ-l:-&{- 9
S e

11a? | suspect that our dilemma will be in finding too much to
share in this passage for a single sermon or teaching moment.

The idea of intercessory prayer, which dominates this text, should be
a good starting point for application. This first section of the Greek
sentence in verses nine through eleven is loaded with a variety of rich
ideas that a modern audience needs to hear. In Part Two: Exposition of
this text, our next study, we will explore ways of applying this text in a

modern setting.

The End.B

Background music:
bossanova.wav
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