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INTRODUCTION


The purpose of this paper is to provide a critique of five potential textbooks for a confessional Old Testament class.  The textbooks will not be given an overall ranking, but rather, six basic aspects will be explored regarding each book to determine its best area of usage.  To aid in determining the books’ strong points, deficiencies, and intended audiences, comments by various reviewers will be weighed and cited. 


The first area to be considered will be the author’s methodological approach.  This includes the overall structure of the book and how the author chooses to present the material.  Various ways of introducing the Old Testament cannon exist.  Two popular ways are the historical-critical approach in which the author examines chronologically the rise of the nation of Israel through the narratives of the Old Testament and a book-by-book approach in which the author gives a basic overview of each book in the Old Testament cannon.  Some authors prefer to introduce issues such as methods of higher criticisms, archeology, or theology whereas other authors favor summary and commentary on the biblical text itself.  However the author chooses to approach the material though inevitably will affect the way an Old Testament professor approaches the class and must be carefully considered.


The second area to be weighed in the critiques is the author’s theological assumptions.  How the author views the Old Testament will deeply affect the presentation of the material. For example, the author could write with the view of the text as inspired and edifying rather than just ancient literature.  The author could furthermore not approach the text from a Christian standpoint but regard the Hebrew Bible as having a separate message from the New Testament.  If the author has a particular interest or proficiency such as liberation theology, this view may surface or be a major thrust of the book.  

Thirdly, the depth and accuracy of the book will be weighed.  Some authors will tend to place much emphasis on one aspect such as form criticism and leave other basic issues untouched which may make the book unsuitable for a general introduction.  On the other hand, a book’s topics may be so broad and numerous that sufficient depth is not probed in any one aspect.  While these will be considered, the overall accuracy of the material will also be examined to see if the author includes only information that is convenient or gives an honest presentation of serious topics.


Fourthly, the clarity and usefulness of the presentation will be considered to determine how well the book would suite the needs of potential students.  Areas to be critiqued here will be the author’s vocabulary and sentence structures that determine readability, the organization and division of the material, and the use of visual aids and other tools which make the material easier to understand.  While the author may have excellent quality of material in the book, if the material is not presented in a way that is absorbable by students it becomes impotent.

Fifthly, the appropriateness of the book for either undergraduate or Masters level studies will be determined.  A textbook appropriate for a freshman undergraduate class must be basic and written from the standpoint that the reader knows very little of the Old Testament text.  This unfortunately sometimes does not allow serious issues to be examined in depth as they will confuse the reader.  However a Masters level class will readily be able to deal with such issues that an undergraduate class could not, and if a textbook does not include issue discussed in modern scholarship it would be unsuitable for a Masters level class.


Lastly, the appropriateness of the textbook for a confessional approach will be discussed.  In a confessional approach matters of faith or theology can be delved into whereas they cannot be in a non-confessional approach.  Indeed if the book does contain matters of faith or is written from the stand point that the Old Testament is inspired text, it may more readily fit the needs of the confessional classroom.  

INTRODUCING THE OLD TESTAMENT BY RICHARD COGGINS
Methodological Approach


Upon first inspection of Coggins’ work, it is easily discernable that the book, “is not a standard introduction to the Old Testament” in that the approach does not merely move from book to book or in an entirely historical critical approach.
  Rather, Coggins is primarily concerned with exposing the reader to more popular, contemporary critical approaches.  These include literary, archeological, textual, and sociological approaches.  In addition, Coggins includes the two contemporary lenses of liberation and feminist theology through which the Old Testament can be viewed.  Coggins does not give favor to one or more of these methods over the others, but rather focuses on giving a general description of each and its results to the reader.


In incorporating these contemporary critical approaches, Coggins moves in somewhat of a logical sequence in structuring the outline of the book.  Coggins begins the book by answering the question, “what is the Old Testament?”  He does this by giving a very brief overview of the contents, transmission, and composition of the Old Testament and then transitions into textual criticism and the conceptual differences in translations.  After raising questions that the text presents, Coggins moves to historical criticism examining the ancestral, Exodus, Judges, monarchal, and Persian periods of the Israelites.  By laying the base of the text and history, Coggins is able to then to devote significant sections to archeology, the society of Israel, and anthropology.  After also discussing what the Old Testament can say to liberation and women, Coggins seems eager to showcase the new style of literary criticism, consisting of belief in God through story.  Finally, in light of the proceeding material, Coggins concludes the book with a summary of the religion of Israel and what kind of theology can be gleaned from the Old Testament.
Theological Assumptions


The theological assumptions of this author are discernable through the reoccurring themes and statements presented in the book.  The main intention of the work is clearly an objective introduction.  However, certain confessional tones surface from time to time.  For example, in discussing the literature of the Old Testament, Coggins points out that even the pure literary level of the text would have no significance if not for the “deep religious convictions” and “intentions of the original author.”
  In his section on new literary criticism, Coggins’ major emphasis is to show God as described in human terms as a fellow actor or main character in a drama.  This aligns well with Coggins section on the personal characteristics of God such as his steadfast love found throughout the Old Testament in his section on theology.
  In addition, Coggins highlights the particularity of God as being one by mentioning the shema many times throughout and examining the Old Testament’s point that God is the one control of history in the section on Israel’s religion.  In addition, in his section on theology, Coggins chooses to include the subsections dealing with God’s concern for the community, God’s condemnation of meaningless religious practice, and the Old Testament’s allowances for doubt to be present in a faith understanding.


Besides these conventional theological assumptions of God that surface such as his being one, a personal God, and a God concerned with community, other contemporary theological assumptions surface such as Coggins’ appreciation for feminist theology.  For example, after pointing out that the majority of descriptions of God are cased in masculine terms in the Old Testament, Coggins also carefully points out the feminine descriptions of God as well such as his crying out like a woman in Isaiah 42:13 and the unique usage of the feminine noun hokmah for wisdom in Proverbs.
 

Depth and Accuracy 


One could say that Coggins’ book has impressive depth in that it covers a wide variety of critical approaches.  One the other hand, most of Coggins’ presentations are extremely brief.  For example his entire discussion on the transmission process of the Hebrew text is less than one page in length.
  It seems Coggins’ intention therefore, is to say what is most necessary and accurate as succinctly as possible.  The book is straightforwardly designated an introduction because it primarily introduces the reader to substantial issues in Old Testament scholarship without providing a volume of information that would be appropriate for any in-depth study of a particular issue.  As noted by others, one possible drawback to the depth and accuracy dimension of this book is the fact that it does not contain footnotes or endnotes, and thus, further research on a topic discussed is not easily possible.
  On the other hand Coggins’ frequently provides relevant examples in his overviews.  For example, in the discussion of text criticism, while familiarizing the reader with important concepts such as Qumran manuscripts, the MT, and the LXX, Coggins provides multiple examples of translation differences in Hebrew idioms in popular English translations.  While Coggins never provides isolated discussion on any one particular biblical book, he does examine the historical discrepancies and reliability of Old Testament witnesses in the various periods of Israelite history.  One particular high mark for accuracy should be given for Coggins’ treatment of archeology.  After acutely describing the purpose of archeological study, he provides detailed particular examples for illustrations, such as the ambiguity of the position or existence of the city Ai.
  Thus, Coggins’ introduction to the Old Testament could be described as brief but precise.
Clarity and Usefulness of the Presentation


Coggins’ book contains many elements which give it a high sense of clarity.  For instance, Coggins’ uses word choices and language which do not encumber or overwhelm the beginner while also not wearying those with familiarity.   Readability is excellent due to short sentence structure throughout the book.  Martens as well has noted that, “Coggins’ writing is articulate, his prose attractive.”
  On the other hand, Coggins includes no visual aids whatsoever such as photographs, charts, or maps.  The lack of these hinders the presentation of the material and would greatly increase the usefulness, clarity, and understandability of the overall book if they were present, especially in sections such as the ones on archeology or the periods of Israel’s history.  The book does contain clearly unique chapters and easily definable subsections which keep the reader focused on the issue at hand.  However, there seems to be a noticeable shift halfway through the book when Coggins’ transitions from discussions on Israel’s history and archeology to liberation and feminist theology.  Such a change may confuse a beginning student although a veteran would find it helpful.  The same material is also viewed multiple times through different lenses at certain points.  For example prophets are first viewed from a sociological perspective in how they fit into the society of Israel in chapter 5 and later in chapter 10 are viewed solely in the light of Israel’s religion.  Thus, the book may be “most useful to readers looking for a non-technical portrayal of the various ways Old Testament scholarship is practiced today at universities.”
  Usefulness of the book could also be characterized as providing a reference for concise explanations of key points such as Israel’s literature, religion, or society.  
Appropriateness for Undergraduate or Masters Level Studies


While it appears that Coggins’ intention is to provide a brief introduction in the narrowest sense which does not contain an overload of information, it nevertheless becomes apparent that issues discussed such as liberation theology and anthropology from an Old Testament perspective may be incomprehensible to a freshman in an undergraduate Old Testament class.  Even basic terminology in the realms of sociology may be confusing rather than helpful to a beginning undergraduate student who does not have an established base in religious studies.  


Conversely, in the master’s level of study, such an introduction would prepare the reader to accurately understand terminology and current trends of scholarship which would provide and excellent basis for further study.  For example, the discussions of contemporary critical methods would enable a master’s level or beginning seminar student to dissect commentaries to ascertain the methods the commentators is using.  Explanation of liberation and feminist theologies would allow the master’s level student to recognize traces of these found in other author’s works.  In addition, one would hope that a seminary or masters level student would already be familiar with the fact that Israel’s history has definable periods such as the Exodus, Judges, and the monarchy whereas a beginning undergraduate student may not be aware of this.  Such a basis of underlying understanding would greatly increase the reader’s appreciation of what Coggins concludes in sections dealing with these periods.  However, one drawback to using Coggins’ work in the master’s level is that all Greek and Hebrew words are transliterated.  Nevertheless this work is more suited for master’s level work than undergraduate unless the student already has some basis in religious studies.
Appropriateness in a Confessional Approach


Though it is not blatant, Introducing the Old Testament by Coggins is discernibly written from a confessional standpoint and would be suitable for teaching in a confessional approach.  Coggins mentions issues that relate to the New Testament and Christian faith when they arise in the book and even gives suggestions in his theology sections toward reconciling difficult issues in his such as the vindictive pictures of God found in the Old Testament with conflicting images of God’s grace found in the New Testament.  However, the author also makes some statements that would be “unacceptable to conservatives.”
  For instance Coggins describes the Word of God being, “a record of human perceptions of divine words and actions, and human perceptions in all ages are fallible.”
  Coggins also assigns engaging titles to his chapters such as “Did it all Happen” which does not tiptoe around troublesome or puzzling issues surround the text and history.
  Such material causes the reader to examine the issues and better understand faith in the confessional approach.  Coggins should furthermore suits the book for a confessional approach by examining how the Old Testament allows for some doubt to be present in a faith understanding.  This is helpful when one must wrestle with the difficult issues.  Lastly, material such as what the Old Testament says in favor of the poor in the liberation theology section or how the Old Testament favors women in Song of Songs in the feminist theology section has the potential for broadening the faith perspective of one in the confessional approach.
INTRODUCING THE OLD TESTAMENT BY JOHN DRANE

Methodological Approach


The methodological approach for this work is unique primary because it is the result of a combination of two of Drane’s previous works, The Old Testament Story and The Old Testament Faith which result in an introduction with two main sections.  Before either is visited though, Drane provides a brief introduction section which succinctly describes such things as the overall story of Israel, how the Old Testament is interpreted as a religious book, the process of transmission and redaction of the Old Testament, and the division of books according to groups as the Pentateuch, History, Poetry and Wisdom, and the Prophets.

After the introduction section, Drane moves along the “traditional and well-traveled historical path” in section one, treating much of the Old Testament narratives as history and attempting to place each book within a particular time frame.
  Drane’s scope is broad and complete covering the “Bronze Age migrations to the Maccabees.”
  In addition, to the historical narration approach weaving in discussion of specific people, events, geography, and culture of the Old Testament in the regular type of the book, Drane also includes special articles throughout which are printed in a smaller text type and tend to be more scholarly in depth.  These articles are devoted to “historical, archaeological, and literary explanations” of particular topics.
 Thus, the first section is an overall presentation of the various stages of Israel’s existence up to New Testament times.

Once Drane discusses the history of Israel, the second section of the book is Drane’s attempt to deal with major themes in theology found within the Old Testament. His section headings are, “The Living God,” “God and the World,” “God and His People,” and “Worshiping God.”  The purpose of these sections is not to introduce specific theological viewpoints such as natural theology or process theology, but rather, to provide a categorizing of broad motifs which can be found throughout the Old Testament.  To keep a connection alive with the Old Testament in commenting on the perspectives from which God can be viewed, Drane scatters references to Old Testament texts and events to provide examples.  Lastly, Drane concludes the book with a look of the relationship of the Old Testament to the New from a Christian perspective.
Theological Assumptions

  
The major theological assumption which surfaces in the book is that the entire Old Testament story is to be viewed from a Christian lens.  It is a recognizable motif that the events of in the Old Testament lead up to an understanding of God that is congruent with the Christian faith.  This is apparent in the second section on theology from which one could reason that, “the emergence of Christianity was the only ‘logical’ outcome.
” As a result, a Christian interpretation is sometimes superimposed on the text without a treatment of what conflicting interpretations were possible in their immediate composition or historical context.


Another theological assumption which surfaces is the notion that a consistent picture of God is present in the Old Testament.  This is evidenced by Drane scattered use of Old Testament texts to proof his discussion on theological topics without clarifying how a view of God in the one of the minor prophets may differ from that found in an earlier Torah account.  Going along with this is the notion that the Old Testament presents a culminating message throughout the passing time of Israel’s history.  These theological assumptions then surface most readily in Drane’s wording and presentation of information that implies that most of the Old Testament accounts should be taken as didactic in nature.

Depth and Accuracy


Drane displays a commendable consistency of setting forth accurate information for basic introduction in his narration of Israelite history.  However, as noted previously, Drane also includes special articles inserted into the chapters in smaller print.  It is in these articles that the issues are probed in more depth.  For example, one article discusses anachronisms and legal differences in the Pentateuch while another explores the inclusion of Deutero-Canonical books in the Septuagint.  These articles are interesting and engaging to the beginner as well as the experienced student.  In addition, Drane can be complemented on his inclusion of “major archaeological finds from the Ancient Near East which contribute to a better understanding of the Hebrew Bible.”
  The site of Ugarit and the comparison of Canaanite religion to that of Israel is mentioned frequently.  Drane also makes it a point to familiarize the reader with major Old Testament scholars whose work has impacted modern understandings such as “Wellhausen, Gunkel, Mowinckel, Alt, Albright, Bright, Noth, and von Rad.”
  These references are favorable because they provide a gateway for further study where Drane does not delve deep into issues.

However, one can also recognize matters which warrant inclusion but are not present.  As Bowley points out, “there are neither outline of individual books…nor distinct segments regarding the formation and design of a book as a work of literary art.”
  Drane furthermore does not mention how contemporary Jewish interpretations of the text may differ the Christian perspective or “distinguish categorically between Second Temple Judaism and rabbinic Judaism.”
  Lastly, unlike, Coggins work, Drane gives no introduction to modern critical methods of study.
Clarity and Usefulness of the Presentation


Three unique attributes stand out in describing Drane’s presentation. First of all, anyone who even briefly glimpses through the book will note the prevalence of black and white photographs as well as illustrations, maps, and charts.  These are helpful to the reader giving multiple visual aids of what important sites such as the temple would look like and how it would function.  Photographs of important archeological finds such as Egyptian hieroglyphics help the reader absorb what is said in the text.  Timelines help the reader picture stages of history and kings’ reigns.  In addition, many modern photographs are chosen to represent certain themes, such a child crying to illustrate the book of Lamentations.  This can have drawbacks though, for such photographs can be “misleading as when a picture of harvesting crops grown with modern irrigation methods accompanies a discussion of ancient Canaanite agriculture.”
 Overall, the visual aids, and particularly the maps and charts would provide added clarity to students.

Secondly, one notices while reading Drane’s book that special articles scattered throughout the main text provide information of more scholarly depth at points of interest.  These are helpful and intriguing, containing valuable information, but unfortunately can be easily overlooked or disregarded since they are printed in a smaller print than the main text.  Another drawback to this style is that the main text and special articles are not always related and “can be distracting and even confusing, forcing the reader to leave the main discussion of the biblical text to read ahead in the ‘scholarly’ track and then go back in the text to resume the main discussion.”
  Therefore, if these articles were kept the same in regard to content but changed in regard to layout, the information would be more assessable by students.

Thirdly, after reading portions of Drane’s work one notices the author’s attractive prose, comfortable yet informative tone, and clear writing style which makes the information easy to read and digest.  Furthermore, “judicious use is made of headings and bullets, which makes the author easy to follow.”
  Students do not need a Master’s degree to understand the vocabulary and plenty of background information is usually supplied to reduce ambiguities.  Thus, reading the work is no tedious affair.
Appropriateness for Undergraduate or Masters Level Studies


This book would be most helpful to an undergraduate student having little knowledge of the Old Testament.  It would also allow a student somewhat familiar with isolated events and people in the Old Testament to grasp a comprehensive mental picture of 2000 years of Israelite history in its entire scope.  The plentitude of background information supplied by Drane as well as his simple prose would provide enjoyable reading to an undergraduate student in an introductory course.  Drane’s work, as the title alludes, is primarily an introduction, and so, undergraduate students would not be encumbered by dull scholarly issues.  The photographs, maps, and other illustrations appear to be geared for the beginner.  Therefore, a Masters level student with previous experience in critical biblical studies would find the chapters containing little or no challenging information.  Drane’s comfortable writing style used in narrating Israel’s history would be too close to reading a novel for a Masters level student.  Particularly in Drane’s second half of the book dealing with theology, a Masters level student would seek introduction and application of specific theologies rather than broad themes found within the Old Testament, with which he or she would undoubtedly already be acquainted.  On the other hand, for an entry level seminary student without an undergraduate degree in religious or biblical studies, this book may be a helpful reference for dates, maps, and archeological information.
Appropriateness in a Confessional Approach


Drane work appears as a blatantly obvious confessional approach to the Hebrew Scriptures, even providing a chapter on the link between the Old Testament and New Testament.  Drane also writes for a conservative perspective, not including information which would conflict major Christian doctrine.  On subjects of question, Drane accepts the Old Testament account as historically accurate, stating that Abraham was a real person for example.
  To answer the question of whether or not this book may be appropriate for a confessional approach, one could state the opposite, that it defiantly would not be appropriate for a non-confessional, objective approach.  One does not get the sensation that he or she is reading a Bible study lesson, but Drane does couch his language in didactic tones, pointing out frequently the religious mistakes made by those who experienced a downfall.  Therefore, for the professor who desires an introductory book with explicitly confessional overtones this work would be would suited for the task.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTATMENT BY WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

Methodological Approach


The structure of Brueggemann’s book follows the canonical list of Old Testament books with Brueggemann giving an overview and introduction to each individual book.  He furthermore gives a separate introduction and conclusion to each of the three major sections, Torah, Prophets, and Writings.  Brueggemann’s book therefore reads as if someone compiled a set of introduction sections from a commentary series into one volume.      

Within the discussion of each individual book, Brueggemann covers standard topics such as authorship, date, setting, and structure.  However, his approach is unique because he attempts to reconnect the methods of higher criticism with practical ministry.  This results in an attempt to give not only an introduction but also credence to the insights of higher critical methods while also emphasizing “an examination of the diverse meanings of the texts as they are read in a contemporary context.”
  Brueggemann does not totally disregard a traditional historical critical methodology, but favors newer critical approaches such as the canonical, rhetorical, and sociological methods because they, “permit the text to come more readily into contact with the milieu of the contemporary interpretive community of the church.”
  To accomplish his task, Brueggemann also relies heavily on the canonical approach of Brevard Childs, considering the impact of church interpretation and canonical traditioning upon every book.  A concrete explanation of Brueggemann’s method is demonstrated in that after introducing the book of Numbers as arising out of the Priestly source and proposing a divisional outline of the book, he then selects several specific events which illustrate major themes such as Balaam’s blessing which conveys the message of YHWH’s sovereignty.
  These themes and events are then applicable to the church congregation. 
Theological Assumptions


Brueggemann writes so that his book may be a functional tool for pastors or church congregations.  Therefore, he approaches the text from the assumption that its theological value is found in the application to lives of individuals, and seeks to answer not only the question as to what is the Bible but also questions of “why there exists a Bible at all.”
  Brueggemann also believes in the transforming power of the text in a contemporary setting and states in the preface that the “text both embodies and insists on ongoing work of imaginative interpretation” that does not conform to previous models.


Brueggemann balances this perspective though with an awareness that the canonical shaping of the Old Testament and the “traditioning process is theologically important.”
 The author also seeks to help the reader understand the impact that the text formation process and traditioning process should have over interpretation.  In the concluding reflection though, Brueggemann admits that the text formation process cannot be fully known in spite of all modern critical methods since all we have to go on is the text itself and no primary source explanations of the formation.  In discussion of the formation, Brueggemann does not portray supersessionism as one might suspect, but is respectful that the text is available only through the actions of faithful Israel and acknowledges tensions between Judaism and Christian interpretations.  Along with this he admits that this process of seeking to understand while never knowing fully is too a theological issue since YHWH is “a decisive agent in the formation of the text,” and so, “the hiddenness of the processes of text formation is congruent with the character of YHWH who is hidden and revealed.”
  Thus Brueggemann approaches his work from the theological assumption that the text is vibrant for the life of the contemporary church but is only available through the hidden processes of formation which should be investigated though we cannot know it fully because of God’s role in its development.
Depth and Accuracy


While readers of this book are likely to gain a thorough understanding of the canonical shape of the Old Testament and the background of every book, a comprehensive view of the historical existence of Israel will likely not surface.  Along with this, the reader will find little archeological or geographical studies which either validate or question the historicity of the events mentioned in the Old Testament.  One gains familiarity with the text and not periods of time such as the Israelite monarchy.  Even though Brueggemann claims to favor sociological criticism in the preface, one finds no sections devoted to issues such as travel in the Near East, hospitality customs, religions of Canaan, or the geography of the Fertile Crescent as one may find in other introductions.  Neither is one likely to fully understand the motives behind higher criticisms from reading this introduction, though they are mentioned.

On the positive side however, when examining the text, Brueggemann does not side-step perplexing issues.  For example, after conventionally dividing Genesis 1-11 into a separate chapter on primeval history, he compares the creation account of Genesis with that of the Mesopotamian account of creation Enuma Elish.
  Brueggemann often sites renowned Old Testament scholars who have impacted modern understandings of the text such as Gunkel, Wellhausen, von Rad, and Westermann and includes information one would expect to find in their commentaries.  For example, in discussing the creation accounts, Brueggemann briefly explores Wellhausen’s hypothesis of the blending of P and J sources.
  Though Brueggemann must be selective and concise in dealing with each Old Testament book in the space of about ten pages, the information given is generally that of utmost importance in comprehending major themes of each book.    
Clarity and Usefulness of the Presentation


Brueggemann’s overall structure of moving from book to book makes the work predictable and easy to follow but also makes the presentation rigid and unyielding to insertion of additional chapters or material.  For instance, before a discussion on the Minor Prophets, if one had read a previous chapter on what constituted a prophets role in society or the cult, one would be more able to understand the person and writing of Micah. However, Brueggemann’s structure does not allow for such. On the other hand, the presentation may be useful in a reference sense for one to easily locate all the information on a book in one chapter. 

The layout of the book furthermore contains no special section headings, bullets, or different text types that increase visual stimulation and readability.  The book contains no pictures, graphs, charts, maps, or any illustrations that may help the student to understand the world in which the Biblical text was birthed.  The book is composed of a purely homogeneous text containing good information presented in a boring manner. 
Appropriateness for Undergraduate or Masters Level Studies


It may that Brueggemann’s work would be appropriate for either an undergraduate student or a Master’s level student provided some necessary stipulations.  First of all, an undergraduate student would be unable to understand much of Brueggemann’s work without some prior background knowledge.  For example, Brueggemann uses vocabulary such as God’s personal name, transliterated from Hebrew, YHWH, immediately with little explanation.  However, if the undergraduate student came from a private Christian high school or had some previous experience in biblical studies the book may be very engaging.  Since the presentation is bland a freshman in an undergraduate program may find the material tedious or dreadful to read.

The consideration of an enjoyable presentation is not as much a concern though in Master’s studies.  As Brueggemann admits in the preface, this book is addressed to “pastors and Christian congregations.”
  Therefore, it would be very appropriate for a Masters level student in a Divinity school or seminary taking an introductory course in Old Testament.  In this context it could even function as a lasting resource for the student in the work of parish ministry because of its compiled information on each individual book and discussions on how the text can be practically applied.  Yet, the depth of the material would not be suitable for any level beyond a mere introduction at the Masters level.
Appropriateness in a Confessional Approach


Since Brueggemann’s book is written for pastors or church congregations it would be inappropriate for anything other than a confessional approach.  However, within the confessional approach students will find not only critical study but also engaging biblical studies that have the potential of forming or reforming theology based on the themes and structures of the Old Testament text.  One reviewer, Eugene H. Merrill, comments that, “most evangelicals will still recoil at Brueggemann’s appeal to unnecessary, outmoded, and unproductive dogmas of classic higher criticism.”
  However, Brueggemann writes with a precise balance between scholastic study and faith which can be well suited for the arena of serious confessional studies in the university.  
THE OLD TESTAMENT STORY BY JOHN H. TULLOCK
Methodological Approach


Tullock’s approach is basically a traditional historical critical approach in which he begins with the primeval history of Genesis and moves throughout the history of Israel, ending with the era following the Maccabean Revolt.  After moving through the Torah and patriarchs to the Former Prophets and the time of the monarchy, Tullock then discusses the Latter Prophets according to what general time period they belong.  Lastly, after Tullock discusses the Writings and Wisdom literature at the end of the book which cannot be assigned to a specific timeframe, he briefly narrates historical information relating to the inter-testamential period.  Tullock moves through the material in a strict historical narrative summarizing portions of the text and giving scripture references where they relate to the story.  For example, he discusses the material found in 1,2 Chronicles and 1,2 Samuel as belonging to the same time period but then chooses to narrate the story from the perspective and 1,2 Samuel and then 1,2 Kings.  Likewise, Tullock mixes the material found in Ezekiel and Isaiah in the same chapter dealing with the time of the exile.
The only point at which Tullock deviates from his historical summary is the first introductory chapter in which he covers rudimentary basics to scholastic study of the Old Testament, answering the question of ‘what is the Old Testament?’ and explaining the different types of literature the Old Testament is composed of such as narrative, poetry, and wisdom literature.  In this chapter Tullock also briefly mentions various topics of scholarly inquiry to as to provide only a definition of them such as the canonization process, textual criticism, oral tradition, and the Documentary Hypothesis.  The remaining material found in the first chapter centers around archaeology as it relates to Old Testament study in which Tullock mentions important discoveries in passing such as the Rosetta Stone and the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Theological Assumptions

Since the majority of Tulluck’s discussion is a narrative summary of the Biblical text and there are no sections on theology found in other introductory books, little can be ascertained as to the author’s theological assumptions or emphases.  However, one the author’s presupposition that is fairly obvious is that he assumes his readers will come from a deeply conservative background and have little tolerance for critical questions surrounding the text to be probed in depth.  Others have noted that, “the writer does seem especially sensitive to the needs and problems of more conservative students and sometimes does take not of alternative to the findings of critical research.”
  One such alternative occurs in explaining the plagues God sent upon Egypt before the Exodus.  Before even mentioning that the red waters could be attributed to a miracle of a natural phenomenon such as red algae, the author includes that a possible interpretation is that of “a literal view that the waters actually changed to blood.”
  Tullock also gives reasons why Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch could be accepted in his introductory chapter before briefly mentioning the Documentary Hypothesis.
  In addition to the precaution Tullock displays regarding conservative ideals, his approach may indicate the assumption that his readers might have a strong opinion of the text while never actually having read it.  Hoffman points out that, “there are no suggestions or directions for student reading of the biblical text, and liberal quoting of that text seems to imply little expectation that the student will go directly to the Bible.
  Therefore, one may conclude that Tullock perceives a somewhat literal interpretation of scripture as possible and also accepts the historical reliability of the text by examining his method of writing.  
Depth and Accuracy 

It is on the lack of depth and failure to deal with controversial or puzzling issues that Tullock receives the most criticism from the majority of reviewers.  Kenny notes that, “generally avoiding extensive debates on such controversial problems as the dating of Abraham or the nature of the conquest, the author deals with basic issues and uses simple language and few technical terms.”
  Similarly, Hamrick says that, “oversimplification has inadvertently introduced a baffling kind of complexity into the narrative” with the author giving “no attention to the question of multiple authorship” to Isaiah 1-39, the book of Ezekiel, or Job.
  After scanning through the material covered in Tullock’s book it is in fact easy to recognize where many confounding issues are simply skipped over.  For example, not only does the author choose to not include any material from 1,2 Chronicles in the historical narrative, issues such as later composition or the reference to Satan in 1 Chronicles 21:1 are never mentioned.  This one reference to Satan alone would allow the author to discuss the peoples’ developing theology or the impact of the Babylonian exile upon their thought patterns.  As mentioned previously, the only place in which the author collectively deals with issues and tools of modern scholarship is in the first chapter. The brevity of the discussion here though would not likely leave any memorable impression on even the novice student.  For example, redaction criticism is introduction and explained in only six sentences.
  In the first chapter Wellhausen’s Documentary Hypothesis is also explained along with an opposing view by Ivan Engnell but it is so briefly discussed that it may be “virtually incomprehensible” to novice students.
  After six editions it is still easy to spot misspelled words throughout as well.
However, Tullock’s information is not insufficient at all points.  He does provide an extensive and accurate discussion of Solomon’s building projects and activities.  Another point of credibility comes at Tullock’s discussion of the Ten Commandments and the Law, where he divides the Covenant Code of found in Exodus, the Deuteronomic Code, and the Priestly Code found in Numbers into three parallel columns for the reader to view. 

Clarity and Usefulness of the Presentation


Tullock writes clearly writes with the classroom setting in mind.  This is evidenced in his inclusion of study questions at the end of every chapter along with a brief but helpful bibliography for further study.  Students will also find a user friendly index at back of the book which directs them to the appropriate chapters.  Tullock’s book is divided into 15 chapters which “might even suggest a fifteen-week semester.”
  Although the narrative does seem to conveniently bounce over perplexing issues in the text, it is also easy to follow, and Tullock’s vocabulary and sentence structure are painless to read.  Tullock structures the material which is a many points brief, but understandable due to aesthetically pleasing section headings and divisions.  In addition, Tullock includes a moderate amount of black and white photos, illustrations, maps, and charts.  Sometimes the photos have little to do with what is discussed in the text and come with no identifying captions but they do sustain the reader’s attention.  Therefore, while the presentation style would be of little help in a research setting or individual study outside the classroom, the book nevertheless has a textbook feel which may be useful to the introductory student as well as the professor in planning lessons.
Appropriateness for Undergraduate or Masters Level Studies


Unlike other introductions such as Brueggemann’s which could possibly be useful to both undergraduate and Masters level students, Tullock’s book is definitely for undergraduates.  The simplicity and brevity with which Tullock writes and his omission of critical conundrums makes this textbook inappropriate for any Masters level study.  Not only should one consider limiting this textbook to the undergraduate level but more specifically to that of freshmen students.  Indeed, if a university has an honors program, even a freshman honors Old Testament class may be more suited to a more in-depth introduction.  As Hamrick notes, “some instructors will prefer to guide their students through a more complicated introduction rather than fill in the gaps which could be misleading to the uniformed.”
 

On the other hand, many reviewers, such as Kenny recognize that this book is “ideal for freshmen.”
  These opinions are no doubt due to Tullock’s easily understandable language and writing style.  Tullock’s method of narrative and layout of the book are likely to keep the interest of freshmen more than other introductions.  Many freshmen entering the university from high school will be unfamiliar with much of the Old Testament text or even the responsibility of reading a textbook at all, and Tullock’s style approaches the material in a manner where students will not be left behind, confused, or frustrated at a level of depth that would be incomprehensible to them.  

Appropriateness in a Confessional Approach


As mentioned previously, Tullock’s writing appears to be geared for students with a conservative background.  Therefore, even the most conservatively minded professor would most likely not find anything too unsettling in Tullock’s book which might troublesomely burden the mind of a freshman.  This book would certainly not be useful in a non-confessional approach due to the fact that Tullock does not deal with topic such as the literary issues and structures of the text.  On the other hand, Tullock’s writing does not impression a didactic upon the reader, but rather merely gives large portions of summary of the text.  Since Tullock does this accurately, it would not be inappropriate for a confessional study.  One precaution that one may consider however, is that if a student goes further into religious studies rather than just stopping at an introduction, the critical studies they encounter in higher level classes will be completely new and unannounced since Tullock generally passes them over.  
HANDBOOK TO THE OLD TESTAMENT BY CLAUS WESTERMANN
Methodological Approach 


Westermann divides his book into book into four parts according to the cannon with the Pentateuch, the Former Prophets, the Latter Prophets, and the Writings each having their own distinct section.  At the beginning of each section Westermann gives a brief introduction to the four main division of the Hebrew Bible.  Unlike other commentaries, Westermann gives no text summary.  Rather, Westermann’s book is written as a companion to the Old Testament or with the assumption that the reader already has a moderate knowledge of the cannon, having scripture references beside section headings.  Furthermore, though he does include dating information to explain composition of books, he approaches the material with no historical critical methodology whatsoever.  What one will notice on the other hand, is a heavy emphasis on form, literary, and source structures in his book.  For example, in his chapter on primeval history in Genesis 1-11, Westermann mainly outlines each section of the text as to whether it can be attributed to the J or P source.  In discussing the material in Numbers Westermann highlights the differences between priestly codes and narrative to train the reader to recognize different forms in the Biblical book.  Moreover, Westermann is interesting in outlining each book and naming major themes throughout.  For example the book of Nahum is outlined with three divisions starting first with a psalm of praise for 1:2-10, good news for Israel for 1:15-2:2 and finally an announcement of Nineveh’s downfall for the remainder of the book.
  Therefore, what one can except to find via Westermann’s approach is a work that outlines and diagrams the biblical text while giving condensed explanation of major themes and significance of each section.
Theological Assumptions


Although Westermann does not write from a historical critical method, he nevertheless regards the cannon of the Old Testament as telling a story.  It is evident to Westermann that this continuation of story in the life of Israel is also a continuation of God’s revelation of himself and movement toward a purpose.  Thus, even though Westermann places a high emphasis on different literary forms and structures, he does not regard each biblical book as a separate entity but as connected in a larger picture.  This larger picture also necessitates the inclusion of the New Testament for Westermann.  He is upfront about this view in his introduction saying, “The reader of the Bible should take careful note of this fundamental material in both Testament and never forget that it is the Bible’s proper manner of speech – it tells a story.  That the Old Testament and the New Testament agree is this is by no means accidental.”
  This view also surfaces in Westermann’s commentary on Old Testament texts.  For example, Westermann concludes that, “The primeval history (Gen 1-11) directs one to the final history of the Bible, as found in the Revelation to John.  Here the history of the people of God once more becomes a universal history of mankind.”
  In this same section Westermann describes the antithesis of the Tower of Babel being the Pentecost narrative of Acts 2.
  Therefore the Old Testament is understood for Westermann only through the lens of Christianity.
Depth and Accuracy 


Westermann seems to specialize in saying what is most significant about a particular text as succinctly as possible.  He does not provide large discussions on justifications for his views or opposing opinions in modern scholarship.  Rather than beginning a discussion at surface level and then probing it to the depths, Westermann starts at the depths and provides a few weighty statements.  Thus one finds a plethora of direct and pertinent statements which are highly accurate in content. What Westermann sets out to accomplish in a narrowed focus of introducing literary structures he does well.  Clements concurs and notes that the book, “fills in some of the most important details about the internal structure and significance of the main books.”
 As a true scholar, Westermann’s structural outlines of books and summaries of what is most essential to every section are excellent.  However, the only way Westermann’s depth could be criticized is that he provides little or no historical information such as Israel’s geography, development as a nation, or religious structures, although these are not Westermann’s focus.  
Clarity and Usefulness of the Presentation


What is most useful in Westermann’s presentation are the high number of specialized charts and diagrams which help the reader to understand the proposed outlines of the books.  Westermann includes graphs which illustrate parallels in literature, charts showing section divisions of every book, trees illustrating genealogies, and concentric circles showing narrowed focuses in climaxes.  In addition, Westermann structures the material in logically flowing section headings with letters and numerals distinguishing sub-sections so that the reader can easily see each distinct part.  Different size and font of text aids these divisions immensely.  Discussions limited to particularly defined sections and a helpful index make material easy to locate in the book, which would make the work a useful tool in reference work as well when investigating a particular passage.  Westermann’s writing style is not like that of a novel, but is nevertheless easy to follow because of his short and direct sentence structures.  
Appropriateness for Undergraduate or Masters Level Studies


Westermann’s work is more suited for and would be a better tool for Masters level studies rather than undergraduate work.  Although Clements says that the book is “intended for students who require to familiarise themselves with the contents of the Old Testament,” this familiarization cannot occur for one who has no previous knowledge of the Old Testament, the overall structure of the cannon, or modern methods of critical scholarship.
  Simply put, the first sentence of an introductory paragraph which begins with the phrase, “The description of creation in the Priestly narrative has a distinct prose rhythm that sound almost like a litany,” would be incomprehensible and frightening to a freshman undergraduate student.  In fact, for an undergraduate student with little knowledge of the Old Testament to understand Westermann’s literary structures he or she would have to read the Biblical text alongside it simultaneously.   Furthermore Westermann’s book does not address the elementary questions which a professor would most likely choose to cover in an introductory undergraduate course such as how the Old Testament was compiled and canonized or how the nation of Israel arose.  

On the other hand, for a Master’s student with a base of knowledge already in place, Westermann’s book provides insight on issues such as how sources are weaved together, the point of the various law codes, categorizations of the Writings, and various other topics of interest.  A Masters level student would most likely already be familiar with the major events and characters in the Bible as well as technical terminology found in the book and thus would be able to comprehend Westermann’s concise but pithy statements.
Appropriateness in a Confessional Approach


Westermann’s book could possibly be used in a non-confessional approach due to attention to literary structures.  However, since Westermann himself writes from a confessional standpoint and even regards the New Testament as the continuation of the Old Testament story, his book would be highly appropriate in a confessional approach.  Although one does not see much personally applicable statements or theological assertions in Westermann’s material, his confessional approach is forthright stated in his introduction as he says that his book is based on the “Reformation principle: Sacra Scriptura sui interpres” which means that one will find that, “the more intently he listens to an becomes involved in and familiar with Scriptujre, the more clearly and directly the Bible will speak to him.”
  Therefore, it appears that Westermann’s motivation in writing is that not only the reader will benefit from the work but that it can be used as a tool for the parish ministry as well. 
CONCLUSION


In conclusion, from the six areas studied, it is evident that while some may have more faith overtones than others, all are suitable for a confessional approach.  Both Westermann’s and Coggins’ works are more suited to Masters level studies, whereas Drane’s and Tullock’s would be more appropriate in the undergraduate studies.  Brueggemann’s book may perhaps be used in either setting.  Overall Coggins’ work can be described as a brief introduction emphasizing contemporary critical approaches in a plain presentation.  Drane’s work uses the historical critical method with the inclusion of separate scholarly articles and visual aids to present the Old Testament through a Christian lens.  Brueggemann has produced a plain but insightful book-by-book introduction focusing on the traditioning process on the cannon that is appropriate for pastors or serious laypersons.  Tullock’s work is specifically geared for the classroom though it is an extremely simple summary of the Biblical text fitting into the historical narrative of ancient Israel.  Finally, Westermann provides a detailed examination of literary form and structures of the Old Testament which allows the reader to grasp the outline and major themes of every book.
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