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WHAT TO TEACH?


This class will focus on a variety of subject all sprouting from the New Testament.  A brief study of Jewish history will take place.  The understanding of Jewish history is necessary upon any study of the New Testament since Jesus was a Jew.  Also information on the more specific first century Judaism will need to be discussed.  This topic is important because it makes up the entire situation in life that existed during the ministry of Jesus.  The gospel that will be primarily used for this survey course will be the Gospel of Mark.  This is the case for two primary reasons: length and age.  Mark being the shortest gospel naturally lends itself to being an appropriate subject of study for a one semester course.  Also it is widely considered to be the oldest of the gospels and likely the frame of reference for the writing of both Matthew and Luke.  Along with the study of Mark, select chapters will be studied from the other two synoptic gospels as well as from John’s gospel.  Naturally after examining the gospels the book of Acts will be studied.  The rest of the semester will be focused on the spread of Christianity and its split from Judaism.  Throughout this study of the great schism each category of epistles will be read and studied.

GRADING SYSTEM


The final grade for each student will be determined from a five part system of grading.  Four parts, each equaling twenty percent, made up of major exams.  These exams will cover both class notes and the required daily reading.  Each exam will be made up by a combination of multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, true false, as well as short answer.  The final exam will be the fourth major exam and will be equal in value to each other exam.  The retaining of knowledge is important and therefore the final will be partially comprehensive in nature.


The fifth part of the grade will come from the daily reading quizzes given before each class.  The final twenty percent of each students final grade will come from this quiz average.  Each quiz will be given at the beginning of class and once a question has been passed I will not go back to it.  There are no make-ups for quizzes; however, the lowest three quiz grades will be dropped from each students final quiz tally. 
GOALS

The goal for this class is that each student will leave with a working knowledge of the general New Testament information.  Each student will know and understand the frame work and narrative of the NT story.  This understanding will encompass several different elements.  Important places and characters will be studied.  These persons’ travels or journeys will also be a focus of study.  Aside from people and places the works of the NT will be studied from a literal approach as well.  The main themes of each work, repetitions, symbols, and other literary devices will be examined.  

Along with this general understanding; knowledge of Jewish history with emphasis on first century Judaism will need to be studied.  This will provide the basic elements for hermeneutics.  Through studying this history each student will better understand, appreciate, and interpret the various happenings taking place in the NT.  
HOW TO TEACH


The subject of this paper is somewhat of a trick subject.  When one asks the question, how do you teach New Testament at Cleveland Community College the real question there is more simply, how do you teach?  It doesn’t what you’re teaching or where you’re teaching it or how much you know about what you are teaching.  What does matter is whether you can teach or not.


Teaching is an art.  The duo of teacher and student has existed for as long back as humanity can remember.  Those who know teach those who do not know.  But what is best method to teach, which ways work and which ways fail?  What does it take an expert at a certain topic to be able to transfer his/her knowledge on that topic to those eager to attain such knowledge?

Humility


The first realization that a teacher or professor must have is their own stupidity.  They must acknowledge that after over two decades of education they’re really not that smart.  Each day they wake up and use the restroom and put their pants on and yawn like all the other mere mortals on Earth.  This humility is important because nothing stops a student from learning quicker than an arrogant, cocky, name dropping, look-at-me I’m so smart professor.  A student rarely has a positive response to such attitudes.  It is interestingly the opposite attitude that will provoke strange curiosity from a student.  When a professor or teacher stands before a student without announcing self-praise this catches the students eye.  Because a student knows that his/her professor is an expert, a wise old sage that has been there and done that; and the attitude of humility allows each student the opportunity to appreciate that expertise rather than grow to despise it.

Passion


Passion is often misunderstood for enthusiasm; however, these are two very different concepts.  Anyone can show enthusiasm.  Thousands of teachers will be overly enthusiastic while teaching classes each and every day in hopes to conjure up in their students new found curiosity.  The only problem with enthusiasm is that it does not require genuineness.  Students easily see when a teacher or professor displays enthusiasm for a topic in which he/she does not really care.  

Passion, however, contains belief.  To teach a student well, it requires passion.  It requires a belief in what you are doing and a hope that it will better your student.  This belief and hope is what makes up passion for  the educator.  Again this is not enthusiasm.  There are many teachers out there that teach with passion and believe that there is value in education and are still frightfully boring.  But what makes a terribly boring professor tolerable is the presence of their passion for what they do.  A student can sense this passion like a grey-hound tracking a convict.  And once that student has locked on to that scent, he’ll lean forward in his desk.  His mouth will fall slightly open.  And he will listen intently as if nothing else in the world matters.  That is the moment that all teachers strive for and desire each class.  That is moment when the transfer of wisdom and knowledge occurs most efficiently.  A moment that is fueled by one teacher’s passion, by his belief, by his hope.  
Respect


This issue of respect is the greatest and most important part of any learning relationship.  Respect can be found at the heart of great moments of learning.  Soldiers respect their generals; deacon respects her Pastor; Daniel-Son respects Miagi; and a student will respect his teacher.    Respect, however, does not work one way.  It is like a paradox: two opposing truths that cannot exist without the other.  Respect places value on one, but it does not exist without that same respect being reciprocated.  A student’s respect for teacher is only as strong as teacher’s respect for student.  


To teach effectively one must learn to respect their students!  Recognize that though they are not where you are, they have lived and learned.  They may not have a PhD but they have lived for 18 years and for some they may have learned more from their life than anyone could from a school.  Hear their stories and listen to their concerns.  A true teacher understands that he/she can learn from their students; rejecting a student’s knowledge is just foolish.  It should matter to teacher whether or not students are learning from him.  It should matter to teacher if his students feel ignored.  By giving respect to your students, eyes will open that have yet been closed.  Ears will hear that have shut-out countless others that failed to earn respect by showing it.  And then minds will begin to learn.
CONCLUSION


The topic is unintentionally deceptive.   How you’re going to teach critical New Testament at a community college doesn’t matter.  The task is found in determining how you are going to teach.  What you teach, that could be physics, English comp, history 101, intermediate algebra, Spanish, or New Testament.  Teaching requires more than a smart educated expert.  It requires a person dedicated to his/her students.  To teach, from the Christian perspective, is a calling from God.  The calling to teach is also a calling to minister to one’s students.  Falling deep into the well of academics and loosing sight of this calling is to cease being a teacher at all.  A computer transfers information from one place to another.  A teacher gives knowledge and wisdom not from a store house of information but from a heart that desires to care/serve/aid/minister to his/her students.  One cannot forget that his calling to teach requires a calling to serve.  It is only through this recognition and appreciation, which a teacher possesses of his/her own call to teach, that genuine and valuable education can take place.  Such recognition places the foundation for students to learn, grow, and be challenged.
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COURSE INFORMATION


This is an introductory survey of the New Testament with special attention 

to its historical, cultural, and literary contexts.


This is a class which meets on Tuesday and Thursday and therefore each student 
is allowed a maximum of 9 absences (including excused ones) before being given 
an F.


A student’s class attendance record will also be considered in determining 
borderline grades


Please do not do other things in my class while I am lecturing because that will 
earn you an F very fast.


GRADING SYSTEM


Four examinations will be given throughout the semester.  Each exam will be 
worth 20% of the total course grade.  The remaining 20% will come from daily 
reading quiz average.  The (3) three lowest quiz grades will be dropped.


Daily quizzes may not be made up if missed.   

SCHEDULE

DATE

READING ASSIGNMENT

16

Course Introduction

18

Jewish History


23

1st Century Judaism

25

Mark 1-2

30

Mark 3-5

February

1

Mark 6-8; Notes and Review

6

Major Exam 1

8

Mark 9-12

13

Mark 13-16

15

Select Chapters of Matthew

20

Select Chapters of Matthew

22

Select Chapters of Luke

27

Select Chapters of Luke

March

1

Select Chapters of John; Notes and Review

6

Major Exam 2

8

Intro to Acts

13

Spring Break

15

Spring Break

20

Select reading of Acts

22

Early Epistles

27

Major Epistles

29

Easter Break

April

3

Prison Epistles

5

Pastoral Epistles; Notes and Review

10

Major Exam 3

12

Intro to General Letters; James

17

Hebrews

19

Revelation

24

Notes and Review

26

EXAM PREPARATION DAY

May

1

Comprehensive Final

