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The Gospel of Luke

Although debated by some scholars, Luke, a doctor and companion of Paul, is considered to be the author of the third Gospel.  He is also the author of the book of Acts, thought to be the sequel to his Gospel.
  These books have similar prologues, which leads to the conclusion that the documents were written by the same individual.  “That the writer of Luke-Acts was educated and could have been a physician is borne out by the vocabulary of Luke and Acts, as well as by the character of the contents of both writings.”
  

“Luke was a gentile; and he has the unique distinction of being the only New Testament writer who is not a Jew.”
  He may have been a physician in Troas and was possibly converted by Paul in this city since “it was at Troas that he attached himself to Paul’s party and started traveling with them.”
  Luke’s name is “mentioned only three times in the New Testament, all in letters attributed to Paul: Colossians 4:14; Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11.  The most important of these is the passage in Colossians, where Luke is called ‘our dear friend, the doctor’ (NIV).”
  Luke and Paul continued traveling off and on until Paul was martyred in Rome around A.D. 64.
  John Foxe believes that after Paul’s death, “Luke apparently continued to evangelize,” but he is unsure of the time and place of the doctor’s death.
  Some traditions hold that he served the Lord, with no family, until he was eighty-four and died in Boeatia in Greece.
  Along with this idea, Foxe thinks he may have been “hung from an olive tree in Athens in A.D. 93.”

The date of authorship for this Gospel also varies among scholars.  Some date it as early as A.D. 60,
 while others think it could be dated anywhere between A.D. 70-100.
  Scholars believe the date to be after A.D. 70 because Luke seems to be describing the fall of Jerusalem in 19:43-44, 21:20.  But because Luke never acknowledges Paul’s letters, scholars think the date could be around A.D. 100, which is before his letters began circulating.

Luke “carefully investigated everything from the beginning”(1:3)
, so that he could write an account of Jesus’ life to Theophilus, whom he describes as “most excellent” (1:3).  Theophilus means “friend of God” and some believe that Luke could be addressing his Gospel to all who are friends of God, but “the title ‘most excellent’ suggests a real person – perhaps a Roman official.”
  Since Theophilus was a Roman official, Luke may have been writing to him to show that the Christian movement was no threat to Rome.
  He may have just wanted “to tell an earnest inquirer more about Jesus.”

Luke’s Gospel has numerous stories of Jesus healing sick individuals.  This is particularly interesting since it’s understood that Luke was a physician.  Luke portrays Jesus as being especially interested in the poor and outcasts of society.  “Luke’s Gospel has been called ‘the gospel of the underdog.’”
  The poor are not the only ones Luke highly esteems however, he also writes about women more than any other Gospel writer.  This Gospel includes stories of Jesus’ mother Mary, Elizabeth, Anna, the widow of Nain, the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet, Martha and her sister Mary, and Mary Magdalene.  Other themes within Luke’s Gospel include: The Kingdom of God, salvation, Son of God, and Son of Man.    

The Jesus presented in this Gospel is for all humanity.  Luke traces the genealogy of Jesus back to Adam to prove this point.  “Luke’s Gospel is pastoral, theological, and historical.  The message of Jesus is one of hope and transformation.  Anyone, Jew or Gentile, can belong to the new community.”
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