The Benedictio
in the Letters of the New Testament'’

The Letters of Paul

Paul’s Early Period of Writing

Galatians 6:1§
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.
'H xapig 100 Kupiou APV Incol XpioTod petd ToU TTVEUUATOG UPMV, GOEAPOI- AUAV.

First Thessalonians 5:28
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
N Xépig 100 Kupiou APV Incol XpioTol ped’ UPQV.

Second Thessalonians 3:1§
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.
N X&pig 100 Kupiou APV Incol XpIioTol PETA TTAVTWY UP@V.

Paul’s Middle Period of Writing

First Corinthians 16:23-24
23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus.
23 N xdpig 100 Kupiou IncoT Ped’ UPMV. 24 1) AyATTn HOU PETA TTAVTWY UPQV £V XpIoT® Incod.

Second Corinthians (nhone)

Romans 16:24°
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you. Amen.
'H xapig 100 Kupiou APV Incol XpioTod PeTa TTAVTWY UMWYV, APAV.

'Although many of the prayers close with Aunv, for those which do not the copying of the manuscripts of each one will include
alternative readings that contain the Aprv. The tendency over the centuries of copying the documents of the New Testament was to make
each of the closing prayers end with the standard Aprnv regardless of whether the text they were copying contained it or not.

2UBS 4th rev ed Greek New Testament: {A} omit verse 24 P4¢' x AB C 0150 81 (1506 omit 16.1-24) 1739 1962 2127 2464 it®
vg¥steop® b Origen'™ // include verse 24 here: 1 xGpig to0 kvpiov NudV Incod Xpiotod puetd naviov vudv. auny. (see 2 Th 3.18 and
footnote 3) D (F G omit 'Incod Xpiotod) ¥ 6 365 424 1175 1241 1881 (1912 omit Xpiotod) (2200 ped’ vudv for peta maviov DUMV)
Byz [L] Lect it@- & ®:@.mon 0 yocl gyrh s]lay Theodoret; (Pelagius) // include verse 24 following 16.27 P 33 104 256 263 436 459 1319 1573
1852 vg™ syr? cop™™ arm eth geo' Ambrosiaster.

See also 16:20b: 1} xap1g T0d KLpiov NUOV IncoD Hed’ VUDOV.

UBS 4th rev ed Greek New Testament: {A} 1 yépig tod kvpiov NudV Incod ued vudv P* & B 1881 // 1 xapig tod kupiov udv
‘Incod Xpiotod ped’ vudv A C W 0150 6 33 81 (104 459 1962 vudv. aunv.) 256 263 365 424 436 1175 1241 1319 1573 1739 1852
1912 2127 2200 2464 Byz [L P] Lect (I 596 dudv. dunv) it*> @ vg syr> b cop®®* arm eth geo (slav) Origen™ Chrysostom // omit (but

see footnote 4) D F G it®" f-& mon.0 yoms Ambrosiaster Sedulius-Scotus

Observations on 16:20 and 24:

“The shorter form of the benediction, as in the UBS4 text, appears to be more primitive. If Xpiotod were present originally,
there seems to be no reason why a copyist would have omitted it, whereas the general tendency was for copyists to expand liturgical
formulations. Several Western witnesses transfer the benediction to follow v. 23, which prevents the greetings of vv. 21-23 from hav-
ing the appearance of being an afterthought. Other witnesses place v. 24 after 16:27 (that is, after the doxology), so that the letter ends
with a benediction. If, however, it stood in this position originally, there is no good reason why it should have been moved to earlier in
the letter.” [Roger L. Omanson and Bruce Manning Metzger, A Textual Guide to the Greek New Testament: An Adaptation of Bruce M.
Metzger's Textual Commentary for the Needs of Translators (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2006), 323.]
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Paul’s Prison Letters
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
'H xdpig 100 Kupiou 'Incol XpioTol petd 100 TTVEUPATOG UPGQV.

Colossians 4:18(
Grace be with you.

N XAPIG YED” UPV.

Ephesians 6:24
Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.
N XAPIG YETA TTAVTWYV TWV AYATTWVTWY TOV KUpIov AUQV Incoldv XpioTdv v agbapaia.

Philippians 4:23
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
N xépig 100 kKupiou Incol XpioTod peTd T0U TTIVEUUATOG UPGOV.

Paul’s Pastoral Letters

First Timothy 6:21h
Grace be with you
'H xapig ued®’ UPV.

Second Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
‘O KUpI0G PeTA TOU TTVEUNATOG OOU. 1 XAPIG HED’ UPMV.

Grace be with all of you.
N XGPIG META TTAVTWY UPQV.

The General Letters

Hebrews 13:25
Grace be with all of you.
N XAPIG META TTAVTWY UMV,

James (none)

First Peter 5:14H
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
giprivn UPiv TTACIV TOIG €V XPIOTQ.

Second Peter (none)
First John (none)
Second John (nhone)
Third John (none)
Jude (none)
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