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The Sermon on the Mount Study
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 Matthew 5:33-37
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Greek NT

	 	 5.33	 Pavlin	 hjkouvsate	

o{ti	ejrrevqh	toi÷¿	ajrcaivoi¿,	

Oujk	 ejpiorkhvsei¿,	 ajpod-

wvseiÀ	 de;	 tw÷/	 kurivw/	 tou;¿	

o{rkou¿	 sou.	 5.34	 ejgw;	

de;	 levgw	 uJmi÷n	 mh;	 ojmovsai	

o{lw¿:	mhvte	ejn	tw÷/	oujranw÷/,	

o{ti	 qrovno¿	 ejsti;n	 tou÷	

qeou÷,	5.35	mhvte	ejn	th/÷	gh÷/,	

o{ti	 uJpopovdiovn	 ejstin	 tw÷n	

podw÷n	 aujtou÷,	 mhvte	 eij¿	 @

Ierosovluma,	 o{ti	 povli¿	

ejsti;n	 tou÷	 megavlou	 basi-

levw¿,	 5.36	 mhvte	 ejn	 th/÷	

kefalh/÷	 sou	 ojmovsh/¿,	 o{ti	
ouj	 duvnasai	 mivan	 trivca	

leukh;n	poih÷sai	h]	mevlain-

an.	5.37	e[stw	de;	oJ	lovgo¿	

uJmw÷n	nai;	naiv,	ou]	ou[:	to;	de;	

perisso;n	 touvtwn	 ejk	 tou÷	

ponhrou÷	ejstin.

NRSV

 33 Again, you have 
heard that it was said to 
those of ancient times, 
“You shall not swear 
falsely, but carry out the 
vows you have made to 
the Lord.’ 34 But I say to 
you, Do not swear at all, 
either by heaven, for it is 
the throne of God, 35 or 
by the earth, for it is his 
footstool, or by Jerusa-
lem, for it is the city of the 
great King. 36 And do not 
swear by your head, for 
you cannot make one hair 
white or black. 37 Let your 
word be “Yes, Yes’ or “No, 
No’; anything more than 
this comes from the evil 
one. 

NLT
  
 33 Again, you have 
heard that the law of Mo-
ses says, ‘Do not break 
your vows; you must carry 
out the vows you have 
made to the Lord.’ 34 But I 
say, don’t make any vows! 
If you say, ‘By heaven!’ it 
is a sacred vow because 
heaven is God’s throne. 
35 And if you say, ‘By 
the earth!’ it is a sacred 
vow because the earth 
is his footstool. And don’t 
swear, ‘By Jerusalem!’ for 
Jerusalem is the city of 
the great King. 36 Don’t 
even swear, ‘By my head!’ 
for you can’t turn one hair 
white or black. 37 Just 
say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ 
or ‘No, I won’t.’ Your word 
is enough. To strengthen 
your promise with a vow 
shows that something is 
wrong.

La Biblia
de las Américas

 33 También habéis oído 
que se dijo a los antepasa-
dos: “NO JURARAS FAL-
SAMENTE, SINO QUE 
CUMPLIRAS TUS JURA-
MENTOS AL SEÑOR.” 34 
Pero yo os digo: no juréis 
de ninguna manera; ni por 
el cielo, porque es el trono 
de Dios; 35ni por la tierra, 
porque es el estrado de 
sus pies; ni por Jerusalén, 
porque es LA CIUDAD 
DEL GRAN REY. 36Ni 
jurarás por tu cabeza, 
porque no puedes hacer 
blanco o negro ni un solo 
cabello. 37Antes bien, 
sea vuestro hablar: “Sí, 
sí” o “No, no”; y lo que es 
más de esto, procede del 
mal.   

The Outline of the Text:1

  Definitions:
  ojmovsa	(ojmnuvw): I make an oath or a vow.  
  ejpiorkevw: I make a false oath/vow; I fail to keep an oath or a vow. 
  Oath: M-W Dictionary: “a (1) : a solemn usually formal calling upon God or a god to witness to the truth of what 

one says or to witness that one sincerely intends to do what one says (2) : a solemn attestation of the truth 
or inviolability of one’s words. b : something (as a promise) corroborated by an oath”

  Vow: M-W Dictionary: “a solemn promise or assertion; specifically : one by which a person is bound to an act, 
service, or condition”

  Perjury: M-W Dictionary: “the voluntary violation of an oath or vow either by swearing to what is untrue or by 
omission to do what has been promised under oath : false swearing”

I. Thesis: Keep your promises, v. 33
 Ancient World Practices: Extensive use of formal oaths 
 Ancient Jewish Practices: Talmud Tractates Shebuoth (oaths) and Nedarim (vows).
  Widespread abuse in Jesus’ day based on use/non-use of God’s name. 
 Summary of Lev. 19:12, Num. 30:2, Deut. 23:21-23, Zech. 8:17

 1Serious study of the biblical text must look at the ‘then’ meaning, i.e., the historical meaning, and the ‘now’ meaning, i.e., 
the contemporary application, of the scripture text. In considering the historical meaning, both elements of literary design 
and historical aspects must be considered. In each study we will attempt a summary overview of these procedures in the 
interpretation of the scripture text.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oath
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perjury
http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/t09/shb00.htm
http://www.comeandhear.com/nedarim/nedarim_0.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/leviticus/19.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/30.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/deuteronomy/23.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/zechariah/8.html
http://cranfordville.com/Exegeting.html
http://cranfordville.com/NT-Lec31-3229.html#3.1
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II. Antithesis: Be completely truthful, vv. 34-37
 The Core Declaration, v. 34a: mh;	ojmovsai	o{lw¿
  Is this a total ban on oaths? Or, does it point to the ideal of not needing an oath?
  James 5:12 (NRSV): “12 Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, 

but let your “Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.”
 Expansion Elements, vv. 34b-37
  First section: vv. 34b-36
  Second section: v. 37
   Eph. 6:14

Diagram of the Sermon on the Mount
Mt. 5:21-26

 5:33         Again
48  You have heard that
                     it was said to the ancient ones,
                                    /------------------|
                                   You shall not swear falsely,
                                        and
              you must carry out your oaths to the Lord.

 5:34       But
49  I say to you,
               do not swear at all,
                    neither
               ---------
                  by Heaven
                  because it is God’s throne,
 5:35                    nor
               ---------
                  by the earth,
                  because it is God’s footstool,
                    nor
               ---------
                  in regard to Jerusalem
                  because it is the city of the great King,
 5:36                    nor
                      by your head
               you shall not swear
                      because you are not able to make one hair
                                                            white
                                                                 or
                                                            black.

 5:37       Instead,
50  let your word ‘yes’ be ‘yes’, your ‘no’ be ‘no.’
       and
                          from the Evil One
51  anything beyond this...is.

The premise declaration (# 48) is placed in contrast to the antithesis (#49a). The core expression, “do not swear 
at all” (mh;	ojmovsai	o{lw¿), is then expanded by way of ellipsis in four expressions that elaborate specific oaths 
common in Jesus’ day: Heaven, earth, Jerusalem, head. These make clear what was implied in the adverb, ‘at 
all‘ (o{lw¿). Further expansion comes in statements #s 50-51 providing the alternative to swearing (#50) with a 
reason (#51).

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/james/5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/ephesians/6.html
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The Literary Structure of the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 4:23-7:29

                                          Model
                                          Prayer
                                          6:9-13

                                          Praying
                                          6:5-15

                                  Almsgiving  Fasting
                                   6:2-4       6:16-18

                                  Practice your piety
                                           6:1

C    (6)  Love for Enemies          S              P    Treasure in Heaven   (1)       D
O         5:43-48                                       6:19-21 (=6:9b)                I
N                                 E                                                    S
T    (5)  Retaliation                                R    Light of the Body  (2)       T
R         5:38-42               S                         6:22-23 (=6:10a)             I
A                                                                                      N
S    (4)  Oaths               E                        A     God & Mammon    (3)       C
T         5:33-37                                             6:24 (=6:10b)            T
                            H                                                          I
W    (3)  Divorce                                        Y     Anxiety       (4)       V
I         5:31-32         T                                      6:25-34(=6:11)        E 
T                                                                                      L 
H    (2)  Adultery      I                                  I      Judging    (5)       Y
          5:27-30                                                  7:1-5(=6:12)          
O                     T                                                                N
L    (1)  Anger                                              N      Pearls   (6)       E
D         5:21-26   N                                                7:6(=6:13)        W

     The Law      A                                            G       Pray
     5:17-20                                                           7:7-11
     (preamble)                                                        (climax)   

                                    Piety in the Kingdom
     Mission                            5:17 - 7:12                   Golden Rule
   (relational)                                                     (relational)
     5:13-16                                                             7:12

  Introduction:                                                        Conclusion
   Beatitudes                                                           3 Figures 
    5:3-12                                                              7:13-27

  Narrative                                                             Narrative
  Setting                                                               Climax
  4:23-5:2                                                              7:28-29

Source: Lorin L. Cranford, Study Manual of the Sermon on the Mount: Greek Text (Fort Worth: Scripta Publishing Inc., 1988), 320. Adapted from 
Gunter Bornkamm, “Der Aufbau der Bergpredigt,” New Testament Studies 24 (1977-78): 419-432. 


