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Sunday School Lesson
Prisca and Aquila

Study of Their Activities
from NT references

Time Line of Known Residences:
Rome (prior to 49 AD) -- Corinth (early 50 AD) -- Ephesus (51, 53 AD) -- Corinth (56 AD) -- Rome (67 AD)

1.  Corinth 
     Acts 18:1-4, in late 49 to early 50 AD

BGT Acts 18:1 Meta. tau/ta cwrisqei.j evk tw/n VAqhnw/n h=lqen eivj Ko,rinqonÅ 2 kai. eu`rw,n tina VIoudai/on ovno,mati 
VAku,lan( Pontiko.n tw/| ge,nei prosfa,twj evlhluqo,ta avpo. th/j VItali,aj kai. Pri,skillan gunai/ka auvtou/( dia. 
to. diatetace,nai Klau,dion cwri,zesqai pa,ntaj tou.j VIoudai,ouj avpo. th/j ~Rw,mhj( prosh/lqen auvtoi/j 3 kai. dia. 
to. o`mo,tecnon ei=nai e;menen parV auvtoi/j( kai. hvrga,zeto\ h=san ga.r skhnopoioi. th/| te,cnh|Å 4 diele,geto de. evn th/| 
sunagwgh/| kata. pa/n sa,bbaton e;peiqe,n te VIoudai,ouj kai. {EllhnajÅ

NRS Acts 18:1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he found a Jew named Aquila, 
a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and, because he was of the same trade, he 
stayed with them, and they worked together —  by trade they were tentmakers. 4 Every sabbath he 
would argue in the synagogue and would try to convince Jews and Greeks.

NIV Acts 18:1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, 
a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as 
they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying 
to persuade Jews and Greeks.

NLT Acts 18:1 Then Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he became acquainted with a Jew 
named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently arrived from Italy with his wife, Priscilla. They had 
been expelled from Italy as a result of Claudius Caesar’s order to deport all Jews from Rome. 3 Paul 
lived and worked with them, for they were tentmakers just as he was. 4 Each Sabbath found Paul at 
the synagogue, trying to convince the Jews and Greeks alike.

Comments:
 This first meeting of Priscilla and Aquila with the apostle Paul took place in Corinth no earlier than 
49 AD, but most likely in late 49 to early 50 AD at the beginning of Paul’s eighteen month Corinthian 
ministry (cf. 18:11) on the second missionary journey. The reference to their being forced to leave the 
imperial capital of Rome by Emperor Claudius is described by the Roman historian Suetonius (Life of 
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Claudius, 25.4)1 and can be precisely dated between Jan. 25, 49 and Jan. 24, 50 from the observations 
by a later church father named Orosius who placed this event in the ninth year of Claudius’ reign. 
Interestingly, this clearly implies that Christianity had made inroads into the imperial capital of Rome 
before the midpoint of the first Christian century. Perhaps this came about from the Jewish converts 
to Christianity from Rome who were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost mentioned in Acts 2. More 
likely the ebb and flow of trade from the eastern Mediterranean Sea basin into Rome brought Christians 
into the imperial capital such as Priscilla and Aquila. 
 Aquila (Latin meaning ‘eagle’) originated from the Roman province of Pontus, located on the 
southern shore of the Black Sea. 
 Aquila’s wife was named Prisca (), the formal spelling of her name that is uniformly used 
in Paul’s references to her. A diminutive, less formal spelling Priscilla () -- roughly the same 
as Robert being turned into Bob -- is uniformly the name used by Luke in the references to her in 
Acts. Some indication of her high social status may based on a possible connection to a very wealthy 
Roman patrician family by the name of Prisca,2 but this isn’t clear.
 In the New Testament listing of this couple, the wife’s name is listed first with but two exceptions 
in the six passages where they are mentioned -- Priscilla (Prisca) and Aquila; something very unusual 
in ancient writings. Very probably this reflects her prominence in early Christian circles as a leader 
and woman of prominence much like Lydia at Philippi (Acts 16). Certainly, she was co-pastor of the 
church that would be established in their home later in Ephesus (cf. 1 Cor. 16:19), and afterwards in 
Rome (cf. Rom. 16:3). 
 During the time that Paul stayed in Corinth,3 he lived with them and shared in their trade of 
tentmaking. This could either imply working with leather or with a cloth used in tentmaking and made 
of woven goat’s hair called cilicium because it originated in the Roman province of Cilicia where Paul 
grew up in its capital city of Tarsus. As a rabbi during his Pharisee days Paul had had to develop a 
trade as a basis of making a living since all rabbi’s had to be bi-vocational. Tentmaking was his basis 
for making a living, even later as a Christian preacher.
 In Corinth it was especially important for Paul to provide his own means of support apart from 
Christian donations. The philosophical movement called Cynicism was founded by Diogenes, a 
Corinthian native. By Paul’s day the movement had frequently degenerated into the Sophist life-style 
of iteranent philosophers who depended on contributions for a living.  They had gained a bad reputation 
for fleecing the gullible crowds who came to listen to them. By distancing himself and the Christian 
movement from such tactics, he gained credibility with his audiences. Additionally, the plying of the 
tentmaking trade in Priscilla and Aquila’s home provided marvelous opportunity to contact numerous 
individuals about their common Christian faith.
 What can we learn from the example set by this Christian couple from this episode in Corinth? 
Several things pop into mind. First, both husband and wife worked as a team in living out and sharing 
their Christian faith. Interestingly, although they were forced to leave their home in Rome and resettle 
in Corinth -- evidently because of their Christian faith -- they continued to practice their Christian faith 
in their new home at Corinth.  Their religion brought  them a lot of chaos but seemingly they took each 
new problem in stride. Second, their hospitality in opening their home to Paul is commendable. For 
early Christians hospitality was critically important.4 Certainly Priscilla and Aquila exemplified it in their 
treatment of Paul. Not only did they allow him to live with them, but opened the door of opportunity to 
earn a living by sharing in their home-based business of tentmaking. What a marvelous opportunity 
for them; they could learn about the Christian faith from one its most important leaders. 

2.  Ephesus5

Acts 18:18-21, 24-28 in AD 51 
1 Cor. 16:19 in AD 53
     
Leaving Paul (Acts 18:18-21)
BGT Acts 18:18 ~O de. Pau/loj e;ti prosmei,naj h`me,raj i`kana.j toi/j avdelfoi/j avpotaxa,menoj evxe,plei eivj th.n 
Suri,an( kai. su.n auvtw/| Pri,skilla kai. VAku,laj( keira,menoj evn Kegcreai/j th.n kefalh,n( ei=cen ga.r euvch,nÅ 19 
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kath,nthsan de. eivj :Efeson( kavkei,nouj kate,lipen auvtou/( auvto.j de. eivselqw.n eivj th.n sunagwgh.n diele,xato toi/j 
VIoudai,oijÅ 20 evrwtw,ntwn de. auvtw/n evpi. plei,ona cro,non mei/nai ouvk evpe,neusen( 21 avlla. avpotaxa,menoj kai. eivpw,n\ 
pa,lin avnaka,myw pro.j u`ma/j tou/ qeou/ qe,lontoj( avnh,cqh avpo. th/j VEfe,sou(

NRS Acts 18:18 After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the believers and sailed 
for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had his hair cut, for he was under a 
vow. 19 When they reached Ephesus, he left them there, but first he himself went into the synagogue 
and had a discussion with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to stay longer, he declined; 21 but on taking 
leave of them, he said, “I will return to you, if God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.

NIV Acts 18:18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sailed for Syria, 
accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchrea because 
of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself 
went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to spend more time 
with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come back if it is God’s will.” Then he set 
sail from Ephesus.

NLT Acts 18:18 Paul stayed in Corinth for some time after that and then said good-bye to the brothers 
and sisters and sailed for the coast of Syria, taking Priscilla and Aquila with him. (Earlier, at Cenchrea, 
Paul had shaved his head according to Jewish custom, for he had taken a vow.) 19 When they arrived 
at the port of Ephesus, Paul left the others behind. But while he was there, he went to the synagogue 
to debate with the Jews. 20 They asked him to stay longer, but he declined. 21 So he left, saying, “I will 
come back later, God willing.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.

Comments:
 When Paul finished his eighteen month initial ministry in Corinth, he determined to return back to 
Jerusalem and to the missionary starting point of Antioch. A first leg of this journey was to return to the 
city of Ephesus in the Roman province of Asia eastward across the Aegean Sea from Corinth. He had 
wanted to go there after passing through Galatia at the beginning of the second missionary journey 
but was not allowed to by the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 16:6). Priscilla and Aquila accompanied Paul as far 
as Ephesus where they remained behind as Paul headed on to Jerusalem and Antioch.
 Although no Christian community was yet underway, this couple picked up their belongings and 
followed Paul to Ephesus and then agreed to remain there as a Christian witness. The Jewish syna-
gogue members were open to Christian ideas, but Paul could not delay his trip to Jerusalem in order 
to accommodate their interest. He was in a hurry to get to Jerusalem, most likely to celebrate Passover 
there as a later copyist conjectured with the additional statement inserted into the original scripture 
text here, “saying, It is by all means necessary for me to go to Jerusalem and celebrate the Feast.” 
Consequently, Priscilla and Aquila filled in the gap left by Paul’s departure. 
 The next years of living in Ephesus for Priscilla and Aquila would lay the groundwork for what 
became the longest and most extensive ministry of the apostle Paul in one location when he returned 
to Ephesus on the third missionary journey some two or so years later (cf. Acts 19:1-20:1). Paul spent 
some two plus years using Ephesus as home base for his work.
 The almost parenthetical insertion about Paul’s vow at the port town of Cenchrea in Achaia before 
arriving at Ephesus in Asia alludes to his continued use of Jewish religious traditions as a Christian. No 
reason is given for Paul making this vow, and the exact nature of it is not explained. But, such vows 
that involved not cutting one’s hair as a Jewish male were common in ancient Judaism. At the end 
of the designated period of religious focus in order to better understand God’s will and/or to express 
gratitude for a particular blessing from God, one would cut his hair. If he were making a trip to worship 
in the temple, he would place this cut hair into the burnt offering offered up in the temple in Jerusalem.6 
Although a Christian, Paul continued to practice his Jewish religious traditions, but refused to impose 
them on Gentile Christians.
 What lessons does the example of Priscilla and Aquila teach us from this episode in Ephesus? A 
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few things come to mind. First, note how they placed their Christian witness and ministry ahead of 
their careers and home. Indeed, their commitment to Christ took top priority in their lives. If following 
Christ meant the need of moving around, they were willing to do so. Second, their religious faith was 
considered sufficiently mature by Paul that he would entrust to them the challenge of continuing a 
Christian witness that he had had hardly time to begin (cf. vv. 19-20). They became church planters 
as lay people, although it’s unlikely this was the first time they had done this. 

Helping Apollos (Acts 18:24-28)

BGT Act 18:24 VIoudai/oj de, tij VApollw/j ovno,mati( VAlexandreu.j tw/| ge,nei( avnh.r lo,gioj( kath,nthsen eivj :
Efeson( dunato.j w;n evn tai/j grafai/jÅ 25 ou-toj h=n kathchme,noj th.n o`do.n tou/ kuri,ou kai. ze,wn tw/| pneu,mati 
evla,lei kai. evdi,dasken avkribw/j ta. peri. tou/ VIhsou/( evpista,menoj mo,non to. ba,ptisma VIwa,nnou\ 26 ou-to,j te h;rxato 
parrhsia,zesqai evn th/| sunagwgh/|Å avkou,santej de. auvtou/ Pri,skilla kai. VAku,laj prosela,bonto auvto.n kai. 
avkribe,steron auvtw/| evxe,qento th.n òdo.n Îtou/ qeou/ÐÅ 27 boulome,nou de. auvtou/ dielqei/n eivj th.n VAcai<an( protreya,menoi 
oi] avdelfoi. e;grayan toi/j maqhtai/j avpode,xasqai auvto,n( o]j parageno,menoj suneba,leto polu. toi/j pepisteuko,sin 
dia. th/j ca,ritoj\ 28 euvto,nwj ga.r toi/j VIoudai,oij diakathle,gceto dhmosi,a| evpideiknu.j dia. tw/n grafw/n ei=nai 
to.n cristo.n VIhsou/nÅ

 NRS Act 18:24 Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria. He was an 
eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the Way of the Lord; and he 
spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew 
only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila 
heard him, they took him aside and explained the Way of God to him more accurately. 27 And when he 
wished to cross over to Achaia, the believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome 
him. On his arrival he greatly helped those who through grace had become believers, 28 for he powerfully 
refuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the Messiah is Jesus.

NIV Act 18:24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of 
the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the 
baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, 
they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 27 When Apollos 
wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. 
On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted the 
Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

NLT Act 18:24 Meanwhile, a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, 
had just arrived in Ephesus from Alexandria in Egypt. 25 He had been taught the way of the Lord and 
talked to others with great enthusiasm and accuracy about Jesus. However, he knew only about John’s 
baptism. 26 When Priscilla and Aquila heard him preaching boldly in the synagogue, they took him aside 
and explained the way of God more accurately. 27 Apollos had been thinking about going to Achaia, 
and the brothers and sisters in Ephesus encouraged him in this. They wrote to the believers in Achaia, 
asking them to welcome him. When he arrived there, he proved to be of great benefit to those who, by 
God’s grace, had believed. 28 He refuted all the Jews with powerful arguments in public debate. Using 
the Scriptures, he explained to them, “The Messiah you are looking for is Jesus.”

Comments:
 Sometime after Paul’s departure to Jerusalem, another Christian spokesman named Apollos7 
arrived in Ephesus. His credentials were good according to verses 24-25, but he lacked clear detailed 
knowledge of the Christian faith. Priscilla and Aquila noticed this in his preaching and took him aside 
privately to give him more in depth training in the Christian faith. The amazing aspect of this episode 
is the greater insight in Christianity that this ‘lay couple’ had over the ‘preacher.’ Without publicly 
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embarrassing him, they corrected his deficiencies and thus made an invaluable contribution to his 
ministry. The exact nature of his deficiencies are not explained apart from the one comment in verse 
25, “though he knew only the baptism of John.” Whether or not he as rebaptized in the way some 
others in Ephesus were (cf. Acts 19:1-7) is not stated. Not to be overlooked is that both Priscilla and 
Aquila were involved in the further training of Apollos. To Apollos’ credit, he was open to receive this 
instruction and profited from it.
 The lesson here? In today’s Christianity lay people generally consider themselves very inadequate to 
take on trained clergy and attempt to fill in perceived deficiencies of understanding. Yet, most preachers, 
if honest, will admit to having learned many valuable insights about the Christian faith from  lay folks. 
In the early Christian communities of faith, everyone was treated more as an equal than is often the 
case today. Apollos’ successful helping of the believers in Corinth (cf. v. 27-28) was a direct outgrowth 
of this faithful couple’s assistance. One can never anticipate the full impact that can be made on the 
lives of others, both directly and indirectly through faithful service.
 Did you notice something else in this passage? In verses 27 and 28, when Apollos decided to travel 
to Corinth to help the Christian community there, the Christian community in Ephesus encouraged 
and recommended him to the Corinthians. By this point, Luke can refer to a community of believers 
in Ephesus. Who was instrumental in developing this? Priscilla and Aquila. 

 

Leading a house church (1 Cor. 16:19)
BGT 1Co 16:19 VAspa,zontai u`ma/j ai` evkklhsi,ai th/j VAsi,ajÅ avspa,zetai u`ma/j evn kuri,w| polla. VAku,laj kai. Pri,ska 
su.n th/| katV oi=kon auvtw/n evkklhsi,a|Å 20 avspa,zontai u`ma/j oi` avdelfoi. pa,ntejÅ VAspa,sasqe avllh,louj evn filh,mati 
a`gi,w|Å

NAU 1Co 16:19 The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in the Lord, with 
the church that is in their house. 20 All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.

NRS 1Co 16:19 The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their 
house, greet you warmly in the Lord. 20 All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one another 
with a holy kiss.

NIV 1Co 16:19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you 
warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house. 20 All the brothers here send you 
greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.

NLT 1Co 16:19 The churches here in the province of Asia greet you heartily in the Lord, along with Aquila 
and Priscilla and all the others who gather in their home for church meetings. 20 All the brothers and 
sisters here have asked me to greet you for them. Greet each other in Christian love.

Comments:
     The writing of 1 Corinthians8 by Paul was done from Ephesus during the third missionary journey, 
most likely toward the beginning of Paul’s lengthy ministry at Ephesus from about 53 to 55 AD. 
     Verse 19 comes as one of the greetings in the Conclusio section of the letter. Several things become 
clear from the reference to Priscilla and Aquila. They are still living in Ephesus at this point, having ar-
rived there in about 51 AD. They have fond connections to the believing community in Corinth where 
they had come from when they accompanied Paul from Corinth to Ephesus. Thus, they requested to 
be remembered to the Corinthian believers in Paul’s letter. The sending of greetings9 in the ancient 
world had great significance that is sometimes overlooked in modern American society. Staying in 
touch was very important.
     Also, note the mention of the church that met in their home. As with their previous experiences in 
Rome and Corinth, they quickly opened their home as a meeting place for Christian believers. By this 
point in time the group meeting in their home had become an important part of the larger Christian 
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community in Ephesus.

3.  Rome
     BGT Rom 16:1 Suni,sthmi de. u`mi/n Foi,bhn th.n avdelfh.n h`mw/n( ou=san Îkai.Ð dia,konon th/j evkklhsi,aj th/j 
evn Kegcreai/j( 2 i[na auvth.n prosde,xhsqe evn kuri,w| avxi,wj tw/n a`gi,wn kai. parasth/te auvth/| evn w-| a;n u`mw/n crh,|zh| 
pra,gmati\ kai. ga.r auvth. prosta,tij pollw/n evgenh,qh kai. evmou/ auvtou/Å 3 VAspa,sasqe Pri,skan kai. VAku,lan tou.j 
sunergou,j mou evn Cristw/| VIhsou/( 4 oi[tinej u`pe.r th/j yuch/j mou to.n e`autw/n tra,chlon u`pe,qhkan( oi-j ouvk evgw. 
mo,noj euvcaristw/ avlla. kai. pa/sai ai] evkklhsi,ai tw/n evqnw/n( 5 kai. th.n katV oi=kon auvtw/n evkklhsi,anÅ avspa,sasqe 
VEpai,neton to.n avgaphto,n mou( o[j evstin avparch. th/j VAsi,aj eivj Cristo,nÅ

NAU Rom 16:1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea; 

2 that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that you help her in whatever 
matter she may have need of you; for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well. 

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who for my life risked their own necks, 
to whom not only do I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles; 5 also greet the church that 
is in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first convert to Christ from Asia.

NRS Rom 16:1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae, 2 so that 
you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the saints, and help her in whatever she may require 
from you, for she has been a benefactor of many and of myself as well. 3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, who 
work with me in Christ Jesus, 4 and who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, 
but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved 
Epaenetus, who was the first convert in Asia for Christ.

NIV Rom 16:1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea. 2 I ask you to 
receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints and to give her any help she may need from you, 
for she has been a great help to many people, including me. 3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow 
workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles 
are grateful to them. 5 Greet also the church that meets at their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, 
who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia.

NLT Rom 16:1 Our sister Phoebe, a deacon in the church in Cenchrea, will be coming to see you soon. 

2 Receive her in the Lord, as one who is worthy of high honor. Help her in every way you can, for she 
has helped many in their needs, including me. 3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila. They have been co-workers 
in my ministry for Christ Jesus. 4 In fact, they risked their lives for me. I am not the only one who is 
thankful to them; so are all the Gentile churches. 5 Please give my greetings to the church that meets 
in their home. Greet my dear friend Epenetus. He was the very first person to become a Christian in 
the province of Asia.

Comments:
     Some three or four years have passed since the reference to Priscilla and Aquila in 1 Corinthians, 
and now the couple is living again in Rome. The Roman letter was written from Corinth by Paul in late 
56 or 57 AD just before he left for Jerusalem at the end of the third missionary journey. Paul asks to 
be remembered to this couple in the Conclusio section of this letter. 
     In verses three through five he listed several admirable traits about them: (1) they were fellow 
workers with Paul in Christ Jesus. The term  implies partnership in the sense of co-workers 
(cf. NLT above). (2) They had “risked their necks” for Paul in ministry. No details are provided but one 
would tend to think in terms of the Ephesian riot described in Acts 19:23-41 caused by the silversmith 
Demetrius. (3) Not only Paul but Gentiles churches had expressed gratitude to God for this couple. (4) 
A Christian congregation was once again meeting in their home in Rome. They were very consistent 
in opening their home as a Christian meeting place wherever they lived. Most likely they enjoyed 
reasonable wealth in order to be able to do this in each place that they lived. Typically, only persons of 
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considerable wealth could have afforded homes sufficiently large to hold small group meetings inside 
them.
     

4.  Ephesus5

BGT 2Ti 4:19 :Aspasai Pri,skan kai. VAku,lan kai. to.n VOnhsifo,rou oi=konÅ 20 :Erastoj e;meinen evn Kori,nqw|( 
Tro,fimon de. avpe,lipon evn Milh,tw| avsqenou/ntaÅ 21 Spou,dason pro. ceimw/noj evlqei/nÅ VAspa,zetai, se Eu;bouloj kai. 
Pou,dhj kai. Li,noj kai. Klaudi,a kai. oi` avdelfoi. pa,ntejÅ

NAU 2Ti 4:19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus remained at Corinth, 
but Trophimus I left sick at Miletus. 21 Make every effort to come before winter. Eubulus greets you, 
also Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brethren.

NRS 2Ti 4:19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus remained in Corinth; 
Trophimus I left ill in Miletus. 21 Do your best to come before winter. Eubulus sends greetings to you, 
as do Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brothers and sisters.

NIV 2Ti 4:19 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus stayed in Corinth, 
and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. 21 Do your best to get here before winter. Eubulus greets you, and 
so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the brothers.

NLT 2Ti 4:19 Give my greetings to Priscilla and Aquila and those living at the household of Onesiphorus. 

20 Erastus stayed at Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick at Miletus. 21 Hurry so you can get here before 
winter. Eubulus sends you greetings, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers and 
sisters.

Comments:
     With the reference in 2 Timothy we encounter the final mention of Priscilla and Aquila in the New 
Testament. On the assumption of Pauline authorship of 2 Timothy -- a huge assumption in modern 
biblical scholarship held only by a small percentage of scholars -- the situation of the letter is consid-
erably different than the previous references. The time frame was about 67 or 68 AD, about a decade 
after the past reference in Romans 16. Paul was under arrest again in Rome and was facing exe-
cution soon. 2 Timothy was his ‘last will and testament’ writing before his martyrdom at the hands of 
emperor Nero. The letter was sent to Paul’s long time assistant, Timothy, who was attempting to help 
the Christian community in Ephesus solve a myriad of problems.
     In the very personal references in the Conclusio section, 4:9-22, Paul alluded to a large number of 
individuals who had either been faithful in standing with Paul or else had proven themselves unworthy 
of respect because of betrayal of Christ and abandonment of Paul in moments of dire need.
     During this intervening time Priscilla and Aquila had moved again, from Rome back to Ephesus. 
Times of stress and persecution reveal the authentic character of an individual. Several of those who 
had worked with Paul in Christian ministry didn’t “pass the exam”, but among those who did was the 
faithful Christian couple Priscilla and Aquila.
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Notes:
1.  “Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus [Another form of Christus; see Tert. 
Apol. 3 (at the end). It is uncertain whether Suetonius is guilty of an error in chronology or is referring to some Jew of 
that name. The former seems probable because of the absence of “quodam”. Tacitus, Ann. 15.44, uses the correct 
form, Christus, and states that he was executed in the reign of Tiberius], he expelled them from Rome.“
Quoted from Suetonius, Life of Claudius, 25, accessed at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/suet-claudius-rolfe.html

2.  See John B. Polhill, Acts, vol. in The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1992), 382.

3.  Corinth.
“kôr’inth, — [] (Acts 18:1; 19:1; I Cor. 1:2; II Cor. 1:1, 23; II Tim. 4:20). The chief commercial city on the 
Isthmus of Corinth and the capital of the Roman province of ACHAIA.

“Descriptions of Corinth are given by Strabo (VII. 378-82), who visited the city soon after its restoration by the Romans 
in 44 B.C., and by Pausanias, who wrote his Description of Greece (see book II) ca. A.D. 174. The excavation of 
the ancient city was begun by the American School of Classical Studies in Athens in 1896, and the work and the 
publication of the results have continued.

“The site of the city was ca. two miles inland from the Gulf of Corinth on an elevated terrace at the foot of Acrocorinth, 
a rocky hill rising to 1,886 feet above sea level. Stone implements and pottery vessels attest the life of man here in 
the Neolithic period, while tools of metal show the transition to the Early Bronze Age ca. 3000 B.C. Ca. 2000 B.C. the 
settlement seems to have been devastated, and then at the beginning of the first millennium B.C. was occupied by t 
the Dorian Greeks. By the eighth century B.C., Corinth had founded colonies at Corfu and Syracuse. In the seventh 
century Cypselus made himself tyrant of the city, and was followed by his famed son, Periander (ca. 625-ca. 583 
B.C.), under whom Corinth reached great power and prosperity. The city was famed for pottery and bronze work, 
and its products were carried far and wide by extensive shipping.

“Corinth survived the vicissitudes of the Peloponnesian War (431-404 B.C.) and the Corinthian War (395-387 B.C.), 
but in the third century B.C. as the leader of the Achaian League it came into conflict with Rome. In 146 B.C. the 
Roman consul L. Mummius captured, burned, and razed the city, slaying its men and selling into slavery its women 
and children. Corinth lay desolate for a century, then was refounded as a Roman colony in accordance with a decree 
which Julius Caesar issued in 44 B.C., not long before his death. The city was known earlier as Ephyra (), 
meaning “lookout” or “guard,” but now in honor of its new founder was called Colonia Laus Julia Corinthiensis, a name 
which has been found in an inscription at Corinth (see bibliography). The colonists seem to have been freedmen 
from Italy, with whom soon Greeks and Orientals, including many Jews, were mingled.

“Prosperity returned to the revived city. Corinth was strategically located on its isthmus and controlled the ports of 
Lechaion on the Gulf of Corinth and Cenchreae on the Saronic Gulf. The goods of East and West were shipped 
across the isthmus, and at its narrowest point the smaller vessels were themselves dragged over bodily on a sort 
of shipway of which some vestiges have probably been identified and which Strabo (VIII.335, 369, 380) called a 
di”olkov, or “haul-across.” The isthmus was only 3 1⁄2 miles across, and it occurred to Periander and others to cut 
a canal through it. This project was seriously undertaken by Nero upon his visit to Greece in A.D. 66 or 67, but 
abandoned when exigencies elsewhere proved more pressing. The same emperor was generous in restorations 
in Corinth when the city was shaken by an earthquake, and Vespasian and Hadrian also built there. By the second 
century A.D., Corinth was probably the finest city in Greece.

“Strabo (VIII.379) states that Corinth was surrounded by a wall except where it was protected by Acrocorinth, and 
that this wall extended for as much as forty stadia. Modern exploration has found and traced the ancient wall in a 
circuit of more than six miles, which is actually in excess of Strabo’s figure, since it amounts to some fifty-five Greek 
stadia. It would appear that the city did not need all this space, and the excavations which have laid bare many of 
the chief buildings have touched less than the hundredth part of the entire area.”

Quoted from The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, online at iPreach

4.   Hospitality.
“[] (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2; I Clem. 1:2; 10:7; 11:1; 12:1; Herm. Mand. 8:10; cf.I Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8; I Pet. 4:
9). Entertainment of a stranger (sojourner) as a guest; recognized as a sacred duty throughout the Mediterranean 
world, and more heartily and stringently kept than many a written law. While the word does not appear in the OT, 
the custom is evidenced, particularly in the patriarchal stories (Gen. 18:1-8; 19:1-11; 24:14-61; cf. Judg. 19:10-25). 
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In the NT the practice provides the background for many of the details in the life of Jesus and the early Christian 
community. See also GUEST; SOJOURNER.
      1. Among the Hebrews. The main practices stem from nomadic life, when public inns were a rarity and every 
stranger a potential enemy. Hospitality was discharged more from fear and for protection than from generosity. One 
might even entertain the deity or his messengers (cf. Gen. 18:1-8; 19:1, 3; Heb. 13:2). Moreover, the host never knew 
when he himself would be dependent on others. The guest was treated with respect and honor and was provided 
with provender for his animals, water for his feet, rest, and a sumptuous feast. He enjoyed protection, even if he were 
an enemy, for three days and thirty-six hours after eating with the host (the time sustained by his food). Hospitality 
was to the Bedouin what almsgiving was to the later Jews—an expression of righteousness. A traveler entering a 
city would come to the open place, and there, unless a breach of etiquette occurred, someone would invite him to 
his home and grant him the customary graces (Gen. 19:1-3; Judg. 19:15-21).
      2. Among the Christians. The NT describes Jesus as dependent on hospitality for his daily care and lodging 
(Matt. 8:20; 9:10; Mark 7:24; 14:3; Luke 7:36; 8:3; 9:52; 10:38; 14:1; 19:5; John 12:2). his assumed in the sending 
forth of the apostles (Matt. 10:5-15; Mark 6:7-11; Luke 9:2-5; 10:4-11). And it accounts to a considerable degree for 
the extensive journeys of the early Christian missionaries (cf. Acts 16:15; 18:27; III John 5-6), and the retention of 
the “living voice” of the gospel. Christians, in their travels, would seek out Christian brethren, partly for protection 
but mainly to share fellowship and worship. Churches shared their gospel tradition, the collection (possibly in the 
form of eucharistic elements; cf. Just. Apol. 1.67), their homes (Adrs 16:15; 18:27; Herm. Sim. 8:10; Arist. Apol. 15:
7), and provided labor for those desiring to settle in their midst (Did. 12). On hearing of poverty, they contributed to 
the necessity of the saints (Rom. 15:26-27; II Cor. 9:1-2; cf. Phil. 4:10, 14-18). Hospitality was the chief bond which 
brought the churches a sense of unity. The Roman church, as the church of the imperial capital, came to supremacy 
partly through its constant concern for Christians everywhere.
Certainly such a practice was bound to be abused by idlers and pretenders. Precautions early were taken to test the 
genuineness of a Christian traveler and to forestall his becoming a burden to the Christian community (cf. I John 4:
1; II John 7-11; Did. 11-12).

Bibliography. J. L. Burkhardt, Notes on the Bedouins and Wahabys, I (1831), 338-50; C. M. Doughty, Arabia Deserta, 
I. (1888), 228; A. von Harnack, The Expansion of Christianity in the First Three Centuries, I (trans. and ed. J. Moffatt; 
1904), 181-249; J. Pedersen, Israel, I-II (1926), 356-58; W. R. Smith, Religion of the Semites (3rd ed., 1927), pp. 
75-78; D. W. Riddle, “Early Christian Hospitality,” JBL, 57 (1938), 141-54.”

Quoted from The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, online at iPreach

5.   Ephesus.
“ef’u sus [  ] (Acts 18:19, 21, 24; 19:1, 17, 26, 35; 20:16, 17; I Cor. 15:32; 16:8; I Tim. 1:3; II Tim. 1:18; 4:
12; Rev. 1:11; 2:1); EPHESIANS i fe’ zhunz. A large seaport city in the Roman province of Asia; a commercial and 
religious center, where the apostle Paul worked for an extended period (Acts 19:8, 10 states that he taught in the 
synagogue for three months and after that in the hall of Tyrannus for two years, while Acts 20:31 gives a round figure 
of three years for his total time there). The name Ephesus also appears in Eph. 1:1 in A D G and the later MSS of the 
Koine or Byzantine text family, but is not found in p46 B a (S); it is printed in the KJV but placed in the margin in the 
RSV. Ephesus and the Ephesians () are mentioned in Acts 18:27 in D and the margin of the Harklean Syr.; 
the Ephesians are referred to in Acts 19:28, 34, 35. and Trophimus the Ephesian is spoken of in Acts 21:29. On the 
deeply indented W coast of Asia Minor a number of river valleys descend to the sea and provide natural channels 
of travel and favorable locations of great cities. In the N is the valley of the Caicus River, where PERGAMUM was 
located. Farther S are the Hermus, the Cayster, and the Maeander. SMYRNA was near the mouth of the Hermus, 
MILETUS at the mouth of the Maeander. Although the Cayster was smaller than the rivers on either side, it emptied 
into a good harbor and also gave excellent access to the valleys of both the Hermus and the Maeander. Therefore, 
the city located here had the most favorable situation of all and became the first of all the cities of the province of 
Asia. This was Ephesus.”

Quoted from The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, online at iPreach

6.  Polhill, Acts, 390. 

7.  Apollos.
“a Jew “born at Alexandria,” a man well versed in the Scriptures and eloquent (Acts 18:24; RSV, “learned”). He came 
to Ephesus (about A.D. 49), where he spake “boldly” in the synagogue (18:26), although he did not know as yet that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah. Aquila and Priscilla instructed him more perfectly in “the way of God”, i.e., in 
the knowledge of Christ. He then proceeded to Corinth, where he met Paul (Acts 18:27; 19:1). He was there very 
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useful in watering the good seed Paul had sown (1 Corinthians 1:12), and in gaining many to Christ. His disciples 
were much attached to him (1 Corinthians 3:4-7,22). He was with Paul at Ephesus when he wrote the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians; and Paul makes kindly reference to him in his letter to (Titus 3:13). Some have supposed, although 
without sufficient ground, that he was the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews.”

Quoted from Easton’s Bible Dictionary, online at Bible Study Tools

8.   1 Corinthians
“Our canonical I Corinthians is in part an answer to a letter that Paul had received at Ephesus from the church 
at Corinth (I Cor. 7:1). It is possible that this letter had been personally delivered by the Corinthian delegation of 
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus. At any rate, they had arrived at Ephesus before Paul undertook to answer 
it, and their presence had greatly cheered him (I Cor. 16:1 7-18). The Corinthian letter had assured the apostle that 
he was always remembered and that the traditions were maintained as he had delivered them (I Cor. 11:2). It had 
expressed complacent satisfaction with conditions at Corinth (I Cor. 4:7-8) and the hope that Apollos might shortly 
return to resume his ministry (I Cor. 16:12). But in the main it appears to have consisted of a series of questions 
concerning which the Corinthian congregation desired the apostle’s judgment: questions about sexual intercourse, 
about marriage, and, in particular, about a sort of “spiritual” marriage that had become a vogue in Corinth (ch. 7); 
questions about the propriety of eating the flesh of animals that had been sacrificed to pagan gods and then sold in 
the market place (ch. 8); and questions about the authentication of spirit possession, the relative worth of “spiritual 
gifts,” and the proper ordering of public worship (chs. 12-14).

“Paul might have contented himself with a series of verbal instructions to be delivered by the members of the deputation 
that had waited on him, but, fortunately for the later church, he felt the occasion important enough to warrant a 
lengthy letter. In our canonical I Corinthians he not only answered the questions that had been asked, but also made 
observations and issued instructions on a variety of other matters that needed correction: the existence of cliques in 
the church at Corinth (1:10-4:21); a case of flagrant immorality on the part of a member of the Corinthian congregation 
(5:1-8); litigation by Christians in pagan courts (6:1-11); loose sex mores (6:12-20); modernistic tendencies among 
women (11:2-16); the proper observance of the Lord’s Supper (11:17-34); the meaning of the resurrection faith (ch. 
15); and the proposed collection for the needy saints in Jerusalem (16:1-4).”

Quoted from The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, online at iPreach

9.   Greeting
[]. Alternately: GREETING. A greeting on meeting. The custom of bidding “peace” to persons greeted 
developed from OT times (cf. I Sam. 1:17; 25:6; Mark 5:34; Luke 10:5-6). The Greek greeting, “Hail,” is , or 
 (Matt. 26:49; 28:9; Luke 1:28). Both the Hebrew and the Greek term are reflected in the salutations of NT 
letters. See LETTER.
For embracing, kissing, cf. Gen. 29:13; Luke 15:20; Rom. 16:16.

Quoted from The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, online at iPreach
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