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A copy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at http://cranfordville.com under Bible Studies in the Bible
Study Aids section. A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them

- Py on and bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the

internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material.

Quick Links to the Study

|. Context
a. Historical

b. Literary

Il. Message
a. Hungry People vv. 32-34

b. People being fed, vv. 35-37a
c. Lots of Leftovers, vv. 37b-39

With this study we begin a four part examination on missions in the Formations series of the Smyth-
Helwys Sunday School guides. The theme is “Approaching a Missional Mindset.” Three of the four studies

are taken from parts of the Gospel of Matthew.

This first study comes from Jesus’ miracle of feeding the Four Thousand that is recorded in Matthew
15:32-39 and Mark. 8:1-10. Consideration will be given to both passages, with the Matthean passage being

the primary focus.

. Context

Since we have studied texts from the Gospel of Matthew on several occasions, relevant back-
ground materials from those studies will be used here.

a Historical
External History. The external history re-
garding the composition of the Matthean gospel is
the first matter of importance. F.C. Grant in the
Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (iPreach) pro-
vides some helpful summary of this matter:

Hence the background of Matthew must be sought
in some area where Judaism and early Christianity
still overlapped, were in close contact--and in conflict.
The area which best suits these requirements is prob-
ably N Palestine or Syria, perhaps Antioch; and the
date, some time after the fall of Jerusalem in 70--prob-
ably a considerable time after this date, when apoca-
lyptic eschatology has had a long enough period to
decline and revive again--as in IV Ezra and Il Baruch.
A. H. McNeile and others have dated the book be-
tween 70 and 115, when Ignatius of Antioch appar-
ently quotes the gospel, or at least is familiar with
traditions which Matthew also uses. E.g., his Letter to
the Ephesians, ch. 19, seems to show acquaintance
with Matthew's birth narrative, though with a difference-
-including midrashic elements very like those in Mat-
thew.

Early church tradition connected this gospel docu-
ment with Matthew, who was one of the original
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Twelve Apostles of Christ. Nothing inside the docu-
ment identifies the writer by name, so our assess-
ment of who wrote this gospel depends upon emerg-
ing Roman Catholic tradition beginning in the late

second century. The impression one gains from a

careful study of the contents of the document sug-
gests a writer very knowledgeable of Jewish con-
cerns and rather skilled in patterns of scribal argu-
mentation, a certain style of ancient Jewish mi-
drashic thought development. The person named

Matthew shows up only five times in the New Testa-
ment, and may possibly be identified under a more
Jewish name, Levi, which is the person identified in
five of the nine New Testament references to the

name Levi. The difficulty of this internal profile, with
connecting it to the person named Matthew and/or
Levi, is that this person was a tax collector who es-
sentially worked for the Roman government in Pal-
estine and would have clearly been on the fringes of
Jewish religious life, not closely involved in it to have
gained the necessary training to be able to make

skilled scribal arguments, such as are found in the
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first gospel. Additionally,
Matthew was an eye-wit-
ness of the things Jesus
both said and did, but the
first gospel is not written
from an eye-witness per-
spective. It borrows
heavily upon the gospel
of Mark and from another
major source, usually la-
beled Q after the Ger-
man word Quelle mean-
ing source. Thus many
have questioned the ac-
curacy of the early
church tradition that links
the writer of the first gos-
pel with the disciple of
Jesus. This uncertainty
does not, in my estima-
tion, cast doubt on the
trustworthiness or impor-
tance of this gospel document. Instead, it
dicates that the compositional history of M
gospel has large gaps in it that cannot be filled in
apart from reasoned deductions from the existing
data. And not all of the gaps can be even deduced
and must be left blank.

Internal History. The time and space markers
inside the passage provide some indigation about
where this miracle took place. But spage markers in
the preceding pericopes play a more important role
in locating this event. Mt. 15:29 is centfal here: “After
Jesus had left that place [the region of Tyre and Sidon
according to v. 22], he passed along the Sea of Galilee,
and he went up the mountain, where he sat down.”. Tyre
and Sidon to the north were coastal towns on the
Mediterranean Sea that lay outside the Roman prov-
ince of Galilee and were in the province of Phoenicia.
While there Jesus healed the demon possessed
daughter of a Canaanite woman (Mt. 15:21-28). Fro
there, Jesus “passed along the Sea of Galilee” (M{.
15:29) and went up into a mountain. There larg
crowds followed him seeking healing for themselves
and others (vv. 29-31). This sets the background for
our passage. Jesus is still on this mountain;
crowds have been with him three days without any-
thing to eat.

The location for the miracle is the mountaj
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This is on the southeast
side of Galilee mostly

across the Jordan River.
Thus the text provides

some clues about the lo-
cation. Ancient church

tradition will supplement
this with understandings,
some perhaps factual

but many mythical. For
Matthew the location

doesn’t seem very im-
portant. Mark stresses

location a little more than
Matthew but still doesn’t
provide precise informa-
tion. At the end of the text,
v. 39, Matthew indicates
that Jesus left this area
in a boat and traveled to
“the region of Magadan.”
Unfortunately, the loca-
tion of this place is completely unknown to modern
students of the Bible. Mark, on the other hand, says
that Jesus went to the “region of Dalmanutha” (8:10).
But this provides no more help than the reference to
Magadan in Matthew. In the process of the copying
th Matthew and Mark in the early centuries,

these geographical references bothered those do-
ing the copying as well. An analysis of the various
ies of both gospel texts from the third through

the tenth centuries reveals a variety of references
inserted into both texts. They reflect several con-
erns. Some texts of both Matthew and Mark are

ade to contain the same term, usually Magadan.
Many copies will shift over to the more familiar

Magdala, located on the west side of the Sea of Ga-
lilee. Because of the unfamiliarity of the term

Magadan, many copies contain variations of spell-
ing of the word, e.g., Magadon, Magedam, Magedel,
Magdalan. All of this makes it clear that the precise
location of the miracle cannot be nailed down with
certainty.

When one steps back at the larger picture of the
life of Christ in the synoptic gospels, another histori-
cal aspect surfaces. This event in both Matthew and
Mark took place toward the end of Jesus’ ministry in
Galilee. This was the period when very little activity
occurred inside the province of Galilee itself, since
Herod had begun seeking Jesus to arrest him. Most
of Jesus’ activities (Mt. 14:13-18:35 // Mk. 6:30-9:50)
occurred outside the region where Herod had politi-
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cal authority, and thus Jesus was relatively safe. This
third phase of the Galilean ministry focused on Jesus’
preparation of the Twelve for the trip to Jerusalem,
as well as ministry to people, some of whom were
not Jews. Thus a Gentile emphasis surfaces in these
texts, which is not present in the earlier depictions
of Jesus’ ministry.

Additional time indicators have been helpfully
summarized by L. Morris (Pillar New Testament Com-
mentary):

Discussions of the passage raise the possibility that

we have here nothing more than a variant account of

the feeding of the five thousand, but this is not what
Matthew is saying. He clearly regards the two
incidents as distinct: the numbers of people are
different in the two incidents, as are the quantities of
food and the amounts left over; the words for “basket”
are different; the people in this incident had been with
Jesus for three days (v. 32) whereas in the earlier
incident they had just gone around the lake to head
him off (14:13—14); and the times appear to be different,
the earlier feeding being when the grass was green
(Mark 6:39), that is, in spring, while here there is no
mention of grass and the ground appears to be hard

(v. 35); in other words, it is late summer.®”

b. Literary

world. Even Greek ideals

Literary genre.
Mt. 15:32-38 forms a na-

Jesus’ miracles concretize God’s loving
care for His people, as well as point to the
Father’s presence and blessing in the min-

of democracy that had
existed temporarily sev-

ture miracle. These
miracles stress Jesus’

istry of Jesus.

eral centuries before the

NT world have only the

use of some aspect of
the natural world in a miraculous fashion. In this
instance, Jesus multiplied a small amount of food in
order to feed a large number of people, here 4,000
men plus women and children. This is very similar
to the previous feeding of 5,000 men plus women
and children (Mt. 14:13-21 // Mk. 6:30-44 // Lk. 9:10-
17 // dn. 6:1-14). There the emphasis was upon min-
istry to Jews, while here the stress is upon Gentiles.
Such miracles in Jesus’ ministry echo the miracu-
lous feeding of the children of Israel in the Exodus
while they were also in a wilderness. Also, Elijah’s
miracle of the oil for the widow stands in the back-
ground as well (1 Kings 17:8-16). The point is that
God will take care of the needs of His people -- a
theme similar to Mt. 6:25-34.

In our American democratic culture, our tendency
is to raise questions about this. If God really takes
care of the needs of His people, why then were other
people in Jesus’ day hungry and some starving. This
random use of nature to provide food for only a few
of the people seems unfair and unjust. God should
have cared for the needs of everyone, not just a few.

In response, several observations are important
to understand. Most other cultures, even in the mod-
ern world, would not tend to raise such a question.
The American sense of “fair play” prompts our ques-
tion, but most everyone else would not see the is-
sue the same way, especially in a more collective
oriented society. Thus we must first recognize our
question is a culturally based question growing out
of one culture and being super imposed down onto
a very different ancient culture. Ideas of “democracy”
particularly in the US definition didn’t not exist in that
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barest connection to US
perspectives. Ancient Jewish culture was very col-
lectivistic so that the group took precedence over
the individual, while American culture is individualis-
tic in the extreme.

In that world view, that God demonstrated His
care for the needs of some meant that God cared
for all -- just the reverse of our viewpoint. Thus, the
“feeding” miracles of Jesus affirm God’s deep com-
passion for all His people, not just a select few. Put
another way, we Americans focus on the half empty
glass, while most everyone else focuses on the half
full glass.

Also, one must not loose sight of the divine pur-
pose in each of these miracles, as well as the gos-
pel writer’s intention. In both “feeding” miracles, the
5,000 and the 4,000, people had sought help from
Jesus with their physical diseases etc. and he had
spent much time healing and meeting the needs of
large numbers of people. Their hunger was the re-
sult of having followed him into a desert place to gain
his help. His compassion extended to not only heal-
ing and teaching them, but also to taking care of their
hunger. Matthew stresses Jesus’ intent to use the
feeding of the crowds to underscore God’s power
vested in the ministry of Jesus (cf. Mt. 14:16 and
15:32). For Matthew these two miracles demon-
strated in concrete action the teaching of Jesus that
God cares found in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt.
6:25-34). With both the Jewish and Gentile empha-
sis in the two miracles, the universal care of God is
stressed. The purpose of such miracles beyond the
mere physical needs must always be kept in view.
Our American tendency is to either loose sight of
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this or else to ignore it in an exclusive preoccupation
with only the physical needs. This comes from the
materialistic focus of our society, which minimizes
the spiritual needs.

Gene Boring (New Interpreters Bible, iPreach)
summarizes Matthew’s use of miracles in a way
relevant to our study:

It is to be noted that, with the exception of the cursing

of the fig tree (Matt 21:18-19 // Mark 11:12-14), all the

miracles in the Gospels are performed for the benefit
of human beings. Even the "nature miracles" are per-
formed to help people in distress. Although some say-
ings speak metaphorically of "nature miracles" and do

not address human needs (Mark 11:23 // Matt 21:21;

Luke 17:6 // Matt 17:20; cf. 1 Cor 13:2), there are no

such stories in the Gospels. Unlike writings of the

Hellenistic world generally, including the apocryphal

gospels and even the book of Acts, the canonical Gos-

pels contain no stories in which miraculous power is

used punitively against human beings (cf. Acts 5:1-11;

13:9-12). In the Gospels, the genre of miracle stories,

already present in the Hellenistic world, has been trans-

formed by the character of Jesus, who embodies and

makes present the love of God (Matt 1:23).

setting of our passage are important. Acomparison
of the wording makes it clear that Matthew is de-
pending on the Markan text as his primary source
for not only this miracle but for most all the material
in this third period of Jesus ministry in Galilee. Of
Matthew’s 25 pericopes 22 of them are drawn in iden-
tical sequence from his Markan source.

This period of ministry in Galilee in both Matthew
and Mark stresses a shift in Jesus’ focus. He moves
from many public appearances to mostly interac-
tion with individuals. This is especially true of the
Twelve, who receive increasing attention in prepa-
ration for the upcoming trip to Jerusalem that will
lead to arrest and crucifixion. This the two “feeding”
miracles will represent a declining public presence
in northern Palestine, which is true at the beginning
of this period but accelerates toward the end of the
period.

This second feeding miracle in 15:32-39 is pre-
ceded by a summary narrative in vv. 29-31. This
describes the healing of many people on the moun-
tain and sets up the feeding miracle in vv. 32-38.
This follows the pattern in 14:13-14 which introduces

Literary Setting. Several aspects of the literary

the first feeding miracle.

Il. Message

Literary Structure. The miracle itself can be understood in the three traditional elements: 1) need; 2)
miracles; and 3) results. The Semantic Diagram and Exegetical Outline in the larger internet version of this
study illustrate this approach. Verse 39 represents a transition from this pericope to the next one in 16:1-4.
We will follow this approach in our study, incorporating the transition into the third section.

a Hungry People, vv. 32-34

Greek NT

<15:32> 'O 6¢ ‘Incodg
TPOCKOAEGAUEVOG TOVG
nodntac avtod einev,
Irlayyvilouor €mt OV
OyAov, 0Tt oM NuUEpat
TPELG TPOCUEVOVGLY UOL
Kol ovk €yxovolv Tl
OAY®OoLYV: KOl GmoADcoL
00TOVG VNOTELG 0V OEAWM,
unmote EKAVO®OLY €V 1
00. <«15:33> xol
A€yovolv avT® ol
pobntal, I[1obev nuiv €v
€pnuia GpTol 1060VTOL
®WoTE YopTdoal OXAoV
tocoVtov; <15:34> kol
A€yel avtoic 0 Incovc,
[T6covg dptoug €xete; ol
8¢ einav, ‘Entd kol dAiyo
1 Ovo10.

NASB

32 And Jesus called
His disciples to Him, and
said, "l feel compassion
for the people, because
they have remained with
Me now three days and
have nothing to eat; and |
do not want to send them
away hungry, for they
might faint on the way."
33 The disciples said to
Him, "Where would we
get so many loaves in this
desolate place to satisfy
such a large crowd?" 34
And Jesus said to them,
"How many loaves do
you have?" And they said,
"Seven, and a few small
fish."

NRSV

32 Then Jesus called
his disciples to him and
said, "l have compassion
on the crowd, because
they have been with me
now three days, and have
nothing to eat; and | am
unwilling to send them
away hungry, lest they
faint on the way." 33 And
the disciples said to him,
"Where are we to get
bread enough in the
desert to feed so great a
crowd?" 34 And Jesus
said to them, "How many
loaves have you?" They
said, "Seven, and a few
small fish."

NLT

32 Then Jesus called
his disciples to him and
said, "l feel sorry for these
people. They have been
here with me for three
days, and they have
nothing left to eat. | don't
want to send them away
hungry, or they will faint
along the road." 33 The
disciples replied, "And
where would we get
enough food out here in
the wilderness for all of
them to eat?" 34 Jesus
asked, "How many
loaves of bread do you
have?" They replied,
"Seven, and a few small
fish."
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Notes:

First we should note the parallel between Matthew and Mark at this point. This will provide helpful

background for interpreting the Matthean text.

Mt. 15:32-34

32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I
have compassion on the crowd, because they have been
with me now three days, and have nothing to eat; and | am
unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the
way." 33 And the disciples said to him, "Where are we to
get bread enough in the desert to feed so great a crowd?"
34 And Jesus said to them, "How many loaves have you?"
They said, "Seven, and a few small fish."

Matthew has tied his
narrative on to the previ-
ous summary narrative in
15:29-31 very closely so
that it provides the set-
ting for the feeding
miracle. Mark, however,
sets up his narrative gen-
erally -- “in those days when
there was again a great
crowd without anything to
eat...” -- in large part be-
cause the preceding nar-
rative, 7:31-37, is an in-
dividual miracle of the
healing of a deaf and
mute individual. In the
view that Matthew is us-
ing Mark as a major
source, most are con-
vinced that Matthew sim-
ply collapses this indi-
vidual miracle into the
summary declaration
that many miracles were
performed by Jesus on
the mountain, which both :
gospels describe as a “desert” (ev 17 epnuiq // €
€pMULOC). [Matthean text listed first, then followed by the Markan
text and separated by the // parallel symbol.]

The remainder of both texts are extremely simi-
lar in wording, with Mark providing greater detail --
something he typically does in individual pericopes.

The crowds have come to hear Jesus and es-
pecially to find healing for themselves and their
friends. Jesus has accommodated them for three
days. The experience was intensive and demand-
ing.

The central emphasis is upon Jesus’ compas-
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OF THE LOATES

THE MIESCLE

Mk. 8:1-5

1 In those days when there was again a great crowd
without anything to eat, he called his disciples and said to
them, 2 "I have compassion for the crowd, because they
have been with me now for three days and have nothing to
eat. 3 If | send them away hungry to their homes, they will
faint on the way—and some of them have come from a
great distance." 4 His disciples replied, "How can one feed
these people with bread here in the desert?" 5 He asked
them, "How many loaves do you have?" They said, "Seven."

sion for the crowds and
the danger they faced if
he just sent them away
while they were hungry
after three days without
food. He declared his
compassion to the dis-
ciples (ZmAoyyvifouot
éni 10V GyAov //
Yraoyyvilouor €nt TOV
6yAov). Usually (4 of 5
uses) the expression for
Jesus’ compassion is
framed in the third person
-- “He felt compassion...” --
but here it is in the first
person -- ¢l feel compas-
sion...” The effect is to
highlight Jesus’ concern
for the people here, as
well as to set up the
question to the disciples
about securing food.
The disciples agree
that the people should be
fed, but they are puzzled
' about how to find enough
food to meet this huge need. Four thousand men
plus women and children represented a huge group
of people to feed. The logistics of such an endeavor
with adequate supplies would be challenging. But all
that was available was seven loaves and a few small
fish. Note the Matthean addition of fish, which Mark
did not include here. Their puzzlement provides the
opportunity for the miracle. In this way of describing
the event, both gospel writers are able to highlight
the miraculous nature of the event. The gigantic need
for food was present; the available supplies of food
were woefully inadequate. Only a divine intervention
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would bring need and supply together adequately.

In interpretative concern, the next question is
about the application of this to our day. The answer
lies in connecting similar situations present in our
world to this part of the passage. Do we run into
situations where the need and the available supply
come no where near matching each other? Our text
deals with physical hunger and the need for food.
Are there similar situations in our world? Especially,
for people seeking God’s presence and power in their
lives, as were the people in this event?

| don’t think one would have to look very far to
find similar needs around us. We tend to look for
this in other parts of the world. And certainly physi-
cal hunger exists in extreme ways in many parts of
our world today. But what about in our country? In
our state? And in our community? Is there hunger
this morning in Shelby, NC? | suspect there are kids
waking up this morning who haven’t had much, if
anything, to eat in the past couple of days. Are there
available supplies of food to meet those needs? Yes
and No. Yes, in the sense that people live all around
them, including us, who possess the means to sup-
ply the needed food. But no in the sense that they
have access within themselves to that food. No
money. No connections to the right people. No sense
of how to get food, other than perhaps out of des-
peration to try to steal it at the neighborhood grocery
store.

Poverty and hunger are realities in our country,
and are growing daily. Note the view expressed in
the website Hunger in the U.S.:

One of the most disturbing and extraordinary as-
pects of life in this very wealthy country is the persis-
tence of hunger. The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) reports, based on a national U.S. Census
Bureau survey of households representative of the U.S.
population, that in 2004 11.9 percent of all U.S. house-
holds were "food insecure" because of lack of re-
sources. Of the 13.5 million households that were food
insecure, 4.4 million suffered from food insecurity that
was so severe that USDA's very conservative mea-
sure classified them as "hungry."
Since 1999, food insecurity has increased by 3
million households, including 1.4 million households
with children. In 2004, 38.2 million people lived in house-
holds experiencing food insecurity, compared to 33.6
million in 2001 and 31 million in 1999.
Obviously the need is present. In our instance, we
possess much more than just seven loaves and a
few fish. The challenge of this passage is whether
we who name the name of Christ feel compassion
sufficient to become the instrument of bringing need
and supply together. Amiracle is needed in our day.
Perhaps it isn’t for God to supply the food directly,
but for God to touch the hearts of His own people to
intervene.

| see this direction of application being more le-
gitimate than the usual tendency to “spiritualize” this
passage into meaninglessness. Correct application
is in direct relationship to how closely the “then” and
the “now” meanings connect to one another. The
wider the gap between these two meanings, the less
legitimate the “now” meaning is. The closer the
meanings the more legitimate the “now” meaning.

b. People being fed, vv. 35-37a

Greek NT
«15:35> Kat
Tapoyyelloag 1@ OxAm
OVOTECELY €Nl TNV YTV
<15:36> €éAofev TG ETA
dpToug Kol Toug 1y0vag

Kol €VY0PLOTHGOG
£xAooeV Kol £6100V TOLG
uobnraoig, ot 8 pabntol
tolg Oxhotc. <15:37> xal
€00yoV TAVIEC KOl
£€xoptacOncoy.

Notes:

NASB

35 And He directed
the people to sit down on
the ground; 36 and He
took the seven loaves
and the fish; and giving
thanks, He broke them
and started giving them
to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to
the people. 37 And they
all ate and were satisfied,

NRSV

35 And commanding
the crowd to sit down on
the ground, 36 he took
the seven loaves and the
fish, and having given
thanks he broke them
and gave them to the dis-
ciples, and the disciples
gave them to the
crowds. 37 And they all
ate and were satisfied;

NLT

35 So Jesus told all
the people to sit down on
the ground. 36 Then he
took the seven loaves
and the fish, thanked God
for them, broke them into
pieces, and gave them to
the disciples, who distrib-
uted the food to the
crowd. 37 They all ate
until they were full,

The depiction of the actual miracle itself is con-
tained in vv. 35-37a. To be sure, the line of demarca-
tion between the performing of the miracle and its
impact, vv. 37b-38, is somewhat blurred. The gos-

pel writers seamlessly transition from one to the
other in this narrative. This is not unusual for the
miracle narratives found in all four gospels. For
study purposes we somewhat arbitrarily draw this
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line.

Once again, we need to get both Matthew and Mark on the table in order to see better how Matthew
used his Markan source in giving his own interpretative tone to the event.

Mt. 15:35-37a
35 And commanding the crowd to sit down on the
ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and hav-
ing given thanks he broke them and gave them to the dis-
ciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And
they all ate and were satisfied;

Once again we notice the very close wording of both
accounts to each other. Also important is the close
similarity to the other “feeding” miracle, the 5,000, in
Mt. 14:18-20a: “18 And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.”’
19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
20 And all ate and were filled;”

In all three accounts a common sequence oc-

curs: 1) the crowds sit down in an orderly manner;
2) Jesus blessed and broke the loaves; 3) the food
was handed to the disciples who in turn distributed it
to the crowds; 4) the people ate and were filled.

This pattern, especially with mention of the loaves
of bread and the prayer of blessing, suggests to many
interpreters a symbolic anticipation of the Lord’s Sup-
per. While this is doubtful, the first two segments
certainly echoes Moses’ feeding of the children of
Israel in the Exodus wilderness with the manna and
the water. God took care of His people in that wilder-
ness through His servant Moses. Now, God is tak-
ing care of His people in a different wilderness
through His Servant Jesus.

The distinctive is step 2) where the multiplica-
tion of the food comes as a result of Jesus’ prayer of
blessing. Here is the heart of the miraculous action.
When Jesus prayed for God to bless this small
amount of food, it turned into an abundance that the
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Mk. 8:6-8a

6 Then he ordered the crowd to sit down on the ground;
and he took the seven loaves, and after giving thanks he
broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute;
and they distributed them to the crowd. 7 They had also a
few small fish; and after blessing them, he ordered that
these too should be distributed. 8 They ate and were filled;
entire crowd was unable to fully consume. Here we
sense divine activity in the pattern of Elijah’s miracle
for the widow of Zarephath near Sidon (1 Kings 17:13-
16):

13 Elijah said to her, "Do not be afraid; go and do as

you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and

bring it to me, and afterwards make something for your-
self and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God
of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the
jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends
rain on the earth." 15 She went and did as
Elijah said, so that she as well as he and
her household ate for many days. 16 The
jar of meal was not emptied, neither did
the jug of oil fail, according to the word of
the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
There God miraculously intervened in
order to meet the needs for food over
. an extended period of time.
. Therole of the disciples, step 3), was
as servant to take what Jesus gave
and then pass it on to the people. This
typifies their ministry both during and
after the time that Jesus was with
them. It represents the role for all those who follow
Jesus. Step 4) where the people eat and are satis-
fied underscores the concreteness of the miracle.
They didn’t receive “phantasy” food that had some
mysterious spiritual content. Rather, they ate good
ole bread and fish, something they were accustomed
to eating on a regular basis. The miracle was not
the substituting of regular food for something spiri-
tual. It was the multiplication of regular food to a quan-
tity where it could take care of their physical needs
in abundance.

Here we see anillustration of God’s power over
the world that He created. He made it; He uses it for
His purposes, even if this means unusual uses.

| hesitate to use the term “natural” world, since
such an idea didn’t exist in the ancient world. When
we speak of the natural world, which would seem
entirely appropriate here in our perspective, we au-
tomatically inject the idea of a closed, self-contained


http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Mt+14&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=mr&NavGo=7&NavCurrentChapter=7
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universe, which God then penetrates in supernatu-
ral fashion to accomplish something not possible
within the limits of the “rules of nature.” To Jesus
and the people of the first century such an idea would
have seemed weird and false.

For Jews the world belonged to God and He was
always present and active in what He had created.
The pattern of things that kept the world functioning
weren’t some “laws of nature.” That term reflects
early modern western Enlightenment rejection of
God as Creator and Sustainer of the world. Rather,
God simply answered Jesus’ prayer with His autho-
rizing power for bread and fish to be multiplied abun-
dantly to meet people’s needs. No outside interven-
tion; no “supernatural” action. Just God “doing His
thing.”

The connection of all this to us? To fully grasp
the meaning of this part of the narrative, we must
learn to “step out of our world” and move into a first
century Jewish world. Although not easy, doing so
will give us a fresh appreciation for what Jesus did
for the people that day. His prayer was so in tune
with the Father’s will and compassionate heartbeat
that God honored the request to take care of the
physical needs of the people, even if this meant un-
usual action. But God’s power flowing through Jesus’
ministry was dramatically demonstrated.

With the symbolism flowing through the narra-

tive suggesting Gentile focus, the miracle under-
scores that God’s love and grace is not limited to
the Jewish people, as Richard Gardner (Believers
Church Bible Commentary, iPreach) notes:
While interpreters differ on the significance of these
figures, the numbers most likely carry symbolic mean-
ing. Seven is a number that connotes perfection or
completeness (cf. Romans 1:4 and the multiples of
seven in Matthew's genealogy). And 4000 is a multiple
of four, which is linked with the idea of universality (cf.
the four corners of the earth in Isaiah 11:12 and Ro-
mans 20:8, and the four winds from the four quarters
of heaven in Jeremiah 49:36). If viewed alongside other
data in the unit, the numbers suggest that the feeding
in 15:32-39 is not merely a repetition of 14:15-21. There
the focus was on Jesus as the Messiah who provides
for Israel. Here, however, the crowd that is fed repre-
sents not only Israel, but the worldwide community
that looks to Jesus in the church.
Matthew in writing to a Jewish Christian community
in Syria during the 70s stresses to them that the
Christian gospel is for everyone, in spite of the insis-
tence of the Jewish synagogue that only the cov-
enant people of Israel rightly participate in God’s
Kingdom. Mark’s Gentile target audience in the late
60s receives this same message in even more di-
rect terms in the second gospel.
We need reminding of this from time to time, as
well.

c. Lots of Leftovers, vv. 37b-39

Greek NT NASB
«15:37B> xal 710 and they picked up
TEPLGGEDOV  TAV what was left over of the
KAacudtov npav énto.  broken pieces, seven
omLPLd0Gg TANPELG. large baskets full. 38 And

<15:38> o1 d¢ £€o6loveg
noov teTpakxioyiilon
AVOPEG YOPLS YUVOLK®V
Kol Todlov. <15:39> Kol
AmoAVG0G TOVG GYAOVG
€VEPN €lg 10 TAOlOV KOl
nAbev eic 10 Spra

Moaryodady.

Notes:

those who ate were four
thousand men, besides
women and children. 39
And sending away the
crowds, Jesus got into
the boat and came to the
region of Magadan.

NRSV

and they took up
seven baskets full of the
broken pieces left over.
38 Those who ate were
four thousand men, be-
sides women and chil-
dren. 39 And sending
away the crowds, he got
into the boat and went to
the region of Magadan.

NLT

and when the scraps
were picked up, there
were seven large bas-
kets of food left over! 38
There were four thou-
sand men who were fed
that day, in addition to all
the women and children.
39 Then Jesus sent the
people home, and he got
into a boat and crossed
over to the region of
Magadan.

The three English translations link v. 37b to v.
37a with a more dynamic translation. In reality, the
Greek text begins a new sentence here and can be
literally translated as “the abundance of the broken pieces
(xAaoudrtov) was seven baskets full.” This is the basis,
along with Greek grammar considerations, for link-

ing this statement with what follows, as is reflected
in the Block Diagram and the Semantic Diagram at
the end of this study.

The impact of the miracle was the abundance of
“left overs.” When God set out to meet the needs of
the crowd of people that day, He didn’t do itin a mea-
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gerly manner with a “let’s just get by” attitude. Rather, He generously took care of them.
This is also highlighted in Mark’s account, as well as in the first “feeding” miracle in Matthew (14:20b-

27).
Mt. 15:37b-39

and they took up seven baskets full of
the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who
ate were four thousand men, besides
women and children. 39 And sending away
the crowds, he got into the boat and went
to the region of Magadan.

The common pattern among all three accounts
is clear: 1) left overs picked up and put in baskets;
2) numbers of men listed with note that women and
children weren’t included in the numbers; 3) crowds
dismissed by Jesus before departure.

The Jewish tone of the first “feeding” narrative in
14:20b-22 is seen at two points. a) Twelve baskets
of broken pieces were picked up, while only seven
were gathered up in the second “feeding” in 15:37b-
29. The symbolism between twelve (12 tribes of Is-
rael) and seven (all inclusive number of complete-
ness) is important to both narratives. b) Different
terms are used for baskets in the two feeding narra-
tives. In Mt. 14, the term xodivoug (kophinous) is used
and is a term commonly designating a Jewish bas-
ket in the LXX. But in Mt. 15, the term onupidag
(spyridas) is used. Generally, this term designates
a larger basket than a xo¢ivoc. Newman and Stine
(UBS Helps for Translators) observe:

Here the word specifically refers to a fisherman’s basket

woven from marsh grass. It is the same word used of

the basket by which Paul was let down from the city
wall (Acts 9.25). Elsewhere in the New Testament the

word is used at Matthew 16.10; Mark 8.8, 20. A

standard dictionary of classical Greek defines the word

as a “large basket,” without specifying any particular
dimensions.
The larger size is usually taken as implying the Gen-
tile world, but one should be a bit cautious here. This
may be possible, but is not certain.
The numbering of the crowd by only listing the
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Mk. 8:8b-10
and they took up the broken pieces
left over, seven baskets full. 9 Now there
were about four thousand people. And
he sent them away. 10 And immediately
he got into the boat with his disciples
and went to the district of Dalmanutha.

Mt. 14:20b-22

and they took up what was left
over of the broken pieces, twelve
baskets full. 21 And those who ate
were about five thousand men, be-
sides women and children. 22 Im-
mediately he made the disciples
getinto the boat and go on ahead
to the other side, while he dis-
missed the crowds.

number of men is quite common in ancient Jewish
literature, and doesn’t imply inherently any discrimi-
nation against women and children.
Matthew simply used the customary
Jewish system of his day. Note that
Mark doesn’t follow this Jewish pat-
tern. Matthew simply transferred his
Markan source into a typical Jewish
system. What the total number was
can’t be determined, but most likely
it was at least double the 4,000 men.
But one should take these numbers
as approximations, rather than pre-
cise numbers. Matthew had signaled
this in the first feeding narrative (14:21) with his “about
five thousand” (moel tevtaxioyilol). The symbolism
of both numbers is more important than a precise
counting of individuals.

Verse 39 transitions from the miracle narrative
to the next pericope in 16:1-4. Note that Matthew fol-
lowed his Markan source both here as well as in the
first feeding narrative in 14:22 (cf. Mk. 6:45). The ref-
erence to Magadan in Matthew (15:39) replaces
Mark’s Dalmanutha (8:10). The problems of locat-
ing this geographical term have already been dis-
cussed under Internal History.

The connection? In addition to the emphasis on
God’s generosity already mentioned, one can see
here a formal concluding of Jesus’ ministry activity
on the mountain. Needs had been met; it was time
to move on to the next opportunity. Closure is impor-
tant in ministry. Sometimes pastors forget this when
moving to a new congregation. Often they still hang
on to the old congregation and end up interfering with
the work of the new pastor. But pastors are not the
only ones making this mistake. All of us are subject
to it. Perhaps one of the great “closure” challenges
is retirement. Turning loose and moving on are im-
portant for all of us. Knowing that God has new op-
portunities ahead should make this easier to do.
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Greek NT

<15:32> 'O 6¢ 'Incodg
TPOGKUAECOUEVOG TOVG
nodntog avtod eimeyv,
Trioyyvifoual €t TOV
OyAov, 0Tt on NuEpat
TPELG TPOOUEVOUGLY UOL
Kol oVkK €yovolv Tl
0Aymoly: Kol amoAdoal
0VTOVG VAGTELG 0V OEAWM,
unmote £KAVODGLY v TN
00. «15:33> kol
A€yovolv 0VTA Ol
pobnrat, [16Gev nuiv €v
€pnuig dptot T060VTOL
WoTE YopTdoal GYAOV
tocoVTOV; <15:34> Kol
A€yel ovtoic 0 ‘Incodg,
[Tocoug apToug €xete; ot
8¢ einav, ‘Entd kol dAiya
1 Ovo10.

<15:35> Kot
ToPOYYELAQG TR OYAM
GVOTEGELY €ML TNV YTV
<15:36> €\oPev ToVg ETTO
dpTovg Kol 100G 1 0vag
Kol €VYaplLeTNoag
E€KXAOGEV K01 €160V TOTG
pnobnroic, ol 4 pobnral
toig OyAolg. <15:37> kol
€doyov TWAVTEG KOl
€xoptacOnNooy.

KOl TO TEPLGGEDOV
TAV KAAGUGETOV NPOV
£MT0 OTLPLONG TANPELG.
<15:38> o1 &€ €o6lovteg
noov tetpokioyiitol
GVOPEG YWPLG YUVOLKDV
Kol wodiwy. <15:39> Kat
GTOAVG0Gg TOVG OYAOVE
€VEPN €l¢ 10 TAOTOV Kl
NABev eic 10 Gpla
Moaryaday.

NASB

32 And Jesus called
His disciples to Him, and
said, "l feel compassion
for the people, because
they have remained with
Me now three days and
have nothing to eat; and |
do not want to send them
away hungry, for they
might faint on the way."
33 The disciples said to
Him, "Where would we
get so many loaves in this
desolate place to satisfy
such a large crowd?" 34
And Jesus said to them,
"How many loaves do
you have?" And they said,
"Seven, and a few small
fish."

35 And He directed
the people to sit down on
the ground; 36 and He
took the seven loaves
and the fish; and giving
thanks, He broke them
and started giving them
to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to
the people. 37 And they
all ate and were satisfied,

and they picked up
what was left over of the
broken pieces, seven
large baskets full. 38 And
those who ate were four
thousand men, besides
women and children. 39
And sending away the
crowds, Jesus got into
the boat and came to the
region of Magadan.

NRSV

32 Then Jesus called
his disciples to him and
said, "l have compassion
on the crowd, because
they have been with me
now three days, and have
nothing to eat; and | am
unwilling to send them
away hungry, lest they
faint on the way." 33 And
the disciples said to him,
"Where are we to get
bread enough in the
desert to feed so great a
crowd?" 34 And Jesus
said to them, "How many
loaves have you?" They
said, "Seven, and a few
small fish."

35 And commanding
the crowd to sit down on
the ground, 36 he took
the seven loaves and the
fish, and having given
thanks he broke them
and gave them to the dis-
ciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds.
37 And they all ate and
were satisfied:;

and they took up
seven baskets full of the
broken pieces left over.
38 Those who ate were
four thousand men, be-
sides women and chil-
dren. 39 And sending
away the crowds, he got
into the boat and went to
the region of Magadan.

NLT

32 Then Jesus called
his disciples to him and
said, "l feel sorry for these
people. They have been
here with me for three
days, and they have
nothing left to eat. | don't
want to send them away
hungry, or they will faint
along the road." 33 The
disciples replied, "And
where would we get
enough food out here in
the wilderness for all of
them to eat?" 34 Jesus
asked, "How many
loaves of bread do you
have?" They replied,
"Seven, and a few small
fish."

35 So Jesus told all
the people to sit down on
the ground. 36 Then he
took the seven loaves
and the fish, thanked God
for them, broke them into
pieces, and gave them to
the disciples, who distrib-
uted the food to the
crowd. 37 They all ate
until they were full,

and when the scraps
were picked up, there
were seven large bas-
kets of food left over! 38
There were four thou-
sand men who were fed
that day, in addition to all
the women and children.
39 Then Jesus sent the
people home, and he got
into a boat and crossed
over to the region of
Magadan.
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Greek NT

«8:1> 'Ev €xelvaig
T01g MUEPOLE TOALY
ToAL0D OxAov OvTog KoL
un €xovimv Tl daywoLy,
TPOCKOAAEGOUEVOG TOVG
pobntag A€yel avtoic,
8:2> Emhayyvilouat €nt
v dxAov, 611 Mdn
NUEpaL Tpeig
TPOCUEVOVOLY Lol Kal
0VK £X0VOLV Tl GAYOOLY”
8:3> kol €0V ATOAVoW®
00TV VAGTELG £1C O1KOV
0VTAV, £KAvOncovIal €v
T 08®° KOl TIVEG OVTAV
amo pokpoBev fxaoty.
8:4> xal anekpibnoav
0VT® ol padntol avTov
61t I166ev Tt0VTOVG
dvvicetal T1g ®de
yopracat GpTov €T
gpnuiog; «8:5> ko1 npwto;
00100, [Técovg €xete
dptovg; oi 8¢ einav,
‘Entd. 8:6> xol
TopayYEALEL T® GYA®
OVOTESELV €L ThHe YAG
Kol Aofwv tovg €mTa
dpToug EVYOPLOTNOOG
£€xAooeV Kal £8180V 101G
pobntoic oavtov itva
napoatiOdoly, kol
TapEONKAV TR OYA®.
8:7> xai elyov 1yBHS10
OAlyo: KOl €DAOYNGOG
vt eimev xoi todto
nopatifevor. <«8:8> kol
£doyov Kal
£yoptdcbnoay, Kol npov
TEPLGGEVUATO,
KAOOUOT®V  £TTO
onvpidac. <8:9> Noav d¢
MG TETPOKLOYIALOL. KO
anélvoey a0tovg. «8:10>
Kal €060¢ eupag €ig 10
TAOTOV LETO, TOV LoONTAV
avtoD NABeY £ig TO uépn
AoALOVOVOEL.

Mark 8:1-10

NASB

1 In those days,
when there was again a
large crowd and they had
nothing to eat, Jesus
called His disciples and
said to them, 2 "l feel
compassion for the
people because they
have remained with Me
now three days and have
nothing to eat. 3 "If | send
them away hungry to
their homes, they will
faint on the way; and
some of them have
come from a great dis-
tance." 4 And His dis-
ciples answered Him,
"Where will anyone be
able to find enough bread
here in this desolate
place to satisfy these
people?" 5 And He was
asking them, "How many
loaves do you have?" And
they said, "Seven." 6 And
He directed the people to
sit down on the ground;
and taking the seven
loaves, He gave thanks
and broke them, and
started giving them to
His disciples to serve to
them, and they served
them to the people. 7
They also had a few
small fish; and after He
had blessed them, He or-
dered these to be served
as well. 8 And they ate
and were satisfied; and
they picked up seven
large baskets full of what
was left over of the bro-
ken pieces. 9 About four
thousand were there; and
He sent them away. 10
And immediately He en-
tered the boat with His
disciples and came to the
district of Dalmanutha.
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NRSV

1 In those days
when there was again a
great crowd without any-
thing to eat, he called his
disciples and said to
them, 2 "l have compas-
sion for the crowd, be-
cause they have been
with me now for three
days and have nothing to
eat. 3 If | send them away
hungry to their homes,
they will faint on the
way—and some of them
have come from a great
distance." 4 His disciples
replied, "How can one
feed these people with
bread here in the
desert?" 5 He asked
them, "How many loaves
doyou have?" They said,
"Seven." 6 Then he or-
dered the crowd to sit
down on the ground; and
he took the seven
loaves, and after giving
thanks he broke them
and gave them to his dis-
ciples to distribute; and
they distributed them to
the crowd. 7 They had
also a few small fish; and
after blessing them, he
ordered that these too
should be distributed. 8
They ate and were filled;
and they took up the bro-
ken pieces left over,
seven baskets full. 9 Now
there were about four
thousand people. And he
sent them away. 10 And
immediately he got into
the boat with his disciples
and went to the district of
Dalmanutha.

NLT

1 About this time an-
other great crowd had
gathered, and the people
ran out of food again.
Jesus called his dis-
ciples and told them, 2 "I
feel sorry for these
people. They have been
here with me for three
days, and they have
nothing left to eat. 3And
if | send them home with-
out feeding them, they
will faint along the road.
For some of them have
come a long distance." 4
"How are we supposed
to find enough food for
them here in the wilder-
ness?" his disciples
asked. 5 "How many
loaves of bread do you
have?" he asked.
"Seven," they replied. 6
So Jesus told all the
people to sit down on the
ground. Then he took the
seven loaves, thanked
God for them, broke
them into pieces, and
gave them to his dis-
ciples, who distributed
the bread to the crowd.
7 A few small fish were
found, too, so Jesus also
blessed these and told
the disciples to pass
them out. 8 They ate un-
tilthey were full, and when
the scraps were picked
up, there were seven
large baskets of food left
over! 9 There were about
four thousand people in
the crowd that day, and
he sent them home after
they had eaten.10 Imme-
diately after this, he got
into a boat with his dis-
ciples and crossed over
to the region of
Dalmanutha.



Greek NT Diagramed

TPOCKOAEGAUEVOG TOVG MaOnNTag 0VTOD
‘0 'Incoig...einev,
XrlayyviCouat
€nl TOvV OyAov,
0Tl MO NMUEPOL TPEIG MPOCUEVOLGLV UOL
Kol
ovK &€yovcoilv Tl PAyoo1v:
Kol
anoADoal aVTOVS VHOTELS 0V O€lw,
UNTOTE €KAVODC LV
€v TN 08®.

Kal
Aéyovoiv avT® ol podnrati,
I66ev Muiv. .. (0otr) dptor TocoDTOL
ev epnuie
/=

wote yoptdoal OYAOV TOGOVTOV;

Kol
Aéyelr avtoig 0 ’'Imcoig,
Ilboovg dptovg €yxete;
de
oi ginav,

e

Erntd xai oAiya i1yx60S6ia.

Kol
nopoayyeilog T OxAm dvaneceiv
€Nl TNV YNV
€Llafev TOUVG €NTA GPTOVG
Kol
ToVg 1x0vag
Kol
€0) 0P LOTNCOG
EKAacEV
Kol
€d18ov toig pabnraic,
de
ol podntai (€d8idocav) Toig OxAolg.
Kol
&payov mavTeEg
Kol

gxoptacOncav.

Kol
10 mepilocedov TAOV KAAOUATOV Mpav €nTd onvpidag nANpeLg.

de
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M ol éo0iovteg Moav TeTpaxioyiliol dvdpeg
YOPLS YLVOLIKOV Kol To1dilov.

» Ka1i
amTOAVGAC TOVLG OYAOLC
N €VvEPRN
€1¢ TO mWAoiov
Kol
3
TWOev
€1¢ Tto Opra Mayodov.

[1]
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Semantic Diagram

Need
3
S A 2 dor  Act Ind 3 8 O Incodg (einev)
A--| KO
P B Pres Act Id 3 P ot pofnrtai (Aéyovoiv)
Kot
] PR T Pres Act Ind 3 S O Incodg (A€yer)
B-- | e
2o A 2 Aor  Act Ind 3 P ot (nadntai) (eimov)
KOl Miracle
s I E 2 Aor  Act Ind 3 S (o0 Incovg) (€raPev)
A--| KO
Qe e f_ V4 1 dAor  Act Ind 3 S (0 Incodg) (éxloocev)
Kot
a R SR H Imperf Act Ind 3 S (0 Incodg) (£€8180v)
I-B--| e
2- .- _E__ 0 (Imperf Act Ind 3 P ol podntot (€d6idocav)
Kot
g I ] 1 2 Dor  Act Ind 3 P mavteg (€payov)
Cc--| KOl
9 i _____ K 1 Aor Pass Ind 3 P (avtol) (€xoptdcOnoav)
KOl Impact
________________ A Imperf --- nd 3 P TO meplLocevoOV (Moav)
3
________________ M Imperf --- Ind 3 P o1 éceiOV’CSQ (noov)
KOl Transition
________________ N 2 hor  Act Ind 3 S (0 Incodg) (€véPm)
Kot
________________ = 2 hor  Act Ind 3 S (6 Incodg) (MABev)
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Exegetical Outline

L (A-A) Jesus’ compassion for the hungry crowds led him to take stock of available supplies.

A (A-B) Out of compassion Jesus instructed doubting disciples to secure food for the crowds.
1. (A) Jesus expressed compassion for those who had been listening to his teaching.
2. (B) The disciples expressed doubt about being able to find sufficient food to feed the

crowds.

B. (I'-A) Jesus took inventory of the available food supplies there.
1. (T") Jesus asked the disciples how much food was available there.
2. (A) Their reply was seven loaves and eight fish.

Il. (E-K) Jesus blessed the food and after distribution all the crowd ate to their heart’s content.
A (E-Z) Jesus blessed the food and broke it apart for distribution.
1. (E) Jesus took the loaves and fish after having the crowd seated.

2. (Z) After giving thanks he broke apart the food
B. (H-O) The food was distributed to the crowds of people.
1. (H) He gave the food to the disciples for distribution.
. (©) The disciples gave the food to the crowds of people.
C. (I-K) All of the crowd ate the distributed food to satisfaction.
1

2
. (I) All of the 4,000 people ate the food given them by the disciples.

2. (K) They were satisfied by the food.

ll. (A-M) All of the crowd was unable to eat all the distributed food.

A (A) The left-over food amounted to seven full baskets.
B. (M) The crowd numbered 4,000 apart from women and children.

V. (N-E) Jesus sent the crowds home before departing to Magan via boat.
A (N) After dismissing the crowd Jesus got in a boat.

B. (E) He traveled by boat to the region of Magadan.
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