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Quick Links to the Study

|. Context Il. Message
a. Historical a. Ministry, v. 1-6
b. Literary b. Preaching, vv. 7-12

This study concerning John the Baptizer is taken from Mt. 3:1-12, which is but one of four gospel
sources depicting the ministry of John. The others include Mk. 1:1-8; Lk. 3:1-9; and John 1:19-28. In the
Synoptic Gospel sources, Mark’s account was written first and provided an independently used source for
both Matthew and Luke. The Johannine gospel “does its own thing” with a very different account, that may
or may not have had access to Mark or either of the other Synoptic Gospels. Probably it didn’t.

All four accounts will be utilized with three of them supplementing the Matthean account.

L Context
Since this study is a continuation of the Advent studies from Matthew’s gospel, we will utilize the
relevant historical and literary materials for the previous study in Mt. 24:36-44.

a Historical
The external history, that is, the compositional history, of the Gospel of Matthew comes up against

the anonymous nature of the document at the outset. That is, no author identification is contained inside
the document itself. The heading, “The Gospel according to Matthew,” usually printed in most English
translations reflects the Greek heading KATA MAGOAION, which was added to the document after it had
gone through about a century of being copied after the initial writing of the document in the late 60s to
middle 70s of the first Christian century. The heading, which links Matthew with this document, reflects the
viewpoint of post-apostolic Christian tradition as to authorship. As Howard Clark Kee (“The Gospel of
Matthew, “The Interpreter’s One Volume Commentary on the Bible, iPreach) describes:

From the early 2nd cent. down to the present, Christians have believed that the first gospel in the NT was also the

first to be written and that the author was Matthew the tax collector, a disciple of Jesus (9:9). The source of this

persistent belief can be traced back as far as ca. A.D. 130, when Papias, a bishop in Hierapolis, a city of Asia

Minor, wrote a work titled "Exposition of the Oracles of the Lord." His writing, which is known only from fragments

quoted by later Christian writers, reports that Matthew, the disciple, compiled the sayings of the Lord in Hebrew.

Those who have quoted Papias seem to have accepted his statement without question as referring to the First

Gospel.

Yet, several major barriers must be overcome before this ancient Christian tradition gains full accep-
tance. Kee addresses one of these in relation to the major source of that tradition with Papias:

There are several difficulties with this assumption, however. (a) The gospel consists of a rather full account of Jesus'

public ministry, not merely of a series of sayings. (b) Detailed analysis of Matt. shows that the author used Mark as

one of his sources (see below). (c) Mark and therefore Matt., for which Mark was a source, were written in Greek,

not Hebrew. In view of these difficulties, it is plausible to assume that Papias is referring, not to Matt. as we know

it, but perhaps to a now lost collection of sayings of Jesus.
Other obstacles exist as well. Most notable among them is the difficulty in explaining how a Jewish tax
collector, whose job automatically placed him on the fringe of Jewish religious life, could develop the skills
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to be able to argue his case for Jesus as the promised Messiah using patterns of scribal argumentation
ranked among the best one can find in ancient Jewish writings. The presentation of his case reflects
persuasion skills matching and following thought patterns found among the most skilled of the ancient
rabbis in the Mishnah etc. Several other barriers also exist in regard to this early church tradition and are a
part of the challenges to be faced in attempting to assert the accuracy of Matthew as the author of the first
gospel.

For me, it’s better to speak of the Matthean community, without fully assuming the early church tradi-
tion, as the source of this document. This divinely inspired document arose out of a desire to defend the
belief in Jesus as the promised Messiah prophesied in the Hebrew Bible. Evidently this need was occa-
sioned by the First Jewish War (appx. 66-70 AD), which resulted in the destruction of the temple in Jerusa-
lem and a huge fear among Jewish people for the continuing existence of their way of life and religious
heritage. The religious community of mostly Jewish believers, possibly in the Roman province of Syria in
either Damascus or Antioch -- or both -- came under strong pressure to abandon their Christian faith in
favor of the synagogue tradition of Judaism as a way to help preserve that threatened heritage. God in-
spired this community -- along with individuals within it -- to produce the Gospel of Matthew in order to
demonstrate just the opposite. In order to be consistent with what God had begun in the Old Testament
faithful Jews should accept Jesus as their Messiah, since Christ represented the culmination of the Old
Testament revelation and promises for His covenant people.

The internal history, that is, the historical setting for the ministry of John, is identified by Matthew in
two ways in verse one: (1) Time: “in those days” and (2) Place: “in the wilderness of Judea.”

Matthew’s time indicator, “in those days”, is rather broad, and serves mostly to make a transition from
the Infancy Stories (chaps 1-2) into the main body of his story of Jesus. Luke, however, provides what
amounts to the most precise time indicator found in the New Testament, with his (Lk. 3:1-2, NRSV): “1 In the
fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.” William
Baird (“The Gospel According to Luke,” Interpreter’s One Volume Commentary on the Bible, iPreach)
provides a helpful summation of these verses:

The Prophet in Historical Perspective. Considerable time has elapsed since the previous narrative. Again

Luke is anxious to set his account in the context of contemporary events. It is the fifteenth year of the Emperor

Tiberius; this would be A.D. 28-29. The rulers of Palestine are listed. Over Judea is Pontius Pilate, a procurator

appointed by Rome; he ruled from A.D. 26 to 36, and his presence in Palestine is confirmed by an inscription

found recently at Caesarea, his capital city. Ruler of Galilee is Herod — a son of Herod the Great known as Herod

Antipas, whose realm also included Perea E of the Jordan. The title tetrarch originally referred to the ruler of a 4th

of a region, but in Hellenistic times it could be used for any ruler of a petty kingdom. Since Luke lists 4 Palestinian

rulers here, he may intend the title to carry its original meaning. Over lturaea and Trachonitis rules Philip. He too
was a son of Herod the Great and half brother of Antipas; his area was to the N and E of the Sea of Galilee.

Lysanias is tetrarch of Abilene — a region still farther to the N. It is known that a certain Lysanias ruled this region

in the first cent. B.C., but the man mentioned here is perhaps Lysanias II.

3:2a. Luke also gives the religious setting of his story. It takes place during the high-priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas. This statement is confusing, since there could be only one high priest at a time. According to Jewish
custom a man was appointed to the office for life. The Romans, however, prevented this practice and appointed
high priests by their own authority. Thus Annas held the office from A.D. 6 to 15, while Caiaphas (his son-in-law)
was recognized as high priest from A.D. 18 to 36. Perhaps the Jews still considered Annas to hold the position, or
it may have been that Annas was the real power behind the high-priesthood of the younger man.
In spite of the chronological problems in “lining up the ducks” in Luke’s list, it does appear that Luke is
setting John’s ministry in the late 20s of the beginning Christian era.

Matthew’s place indicator, “in the wilderness of Judea”, is described in the online Easton’s Bible Dictio-
nary as “The ‘wilderness of Judea’ (Matthew 3:1) is a wild, barren region, lying between the Dead Sea and the Hebron
Mountains. It is the ‘Jeshimon’ mentioned in 1 Samuel 23:19.” This is the only place in the Bible where this term,
ev 11 epnuw T Tovdaiag, is used. Mark (1:4) simply says €v 11} €pnuo (“in the wilderness) without further
description, as does also Luke (3:2) with the identical words. This region was located mostly at the north
end of the Dead Sea where the Jordan River empties into the sea. As the picture on the following page
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suggests, the area was barren and not an attractive place to live. Most of John’s ministry was conducted
in this region. As William A. Simmons (“John the Baptist,” Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical The-
ology) says

Although his formative years were lived in obscurity in the desert (Luke 1:80), his public ministry ended nearly
four hundred years of prophetic silence. John was that voice crying in the wilderness preparing the way for the
coming Messiah (Isa 40:3; Matt 3:3; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 3:3-6). In this sense his message and ministry marked the
culmination of the law and the prophets, but heralded the inbreaking of the kingdom of God (Matt 11:12; Luke
16:16). So John was truly a transitional figure, forming the link between the Old and New Testaments. He spans
the ages with one foot firmly planted in the Old Testament and the other squarely placed in the New.

1.

2.

b. Literary

In Matthew’s literary design, this narrative begins the discussion of Jesus’ public ministry as is
reflected in the literary outline of the first gospel:

The Prologue Matt. 1-2

Book One: The Son begins to proclaim the Kingdom Matt. 3:1-7:29
Narrative: Beginnings of the ministry Matt. 3:1-4:25
Discourse: The Sermon on the Mount Matt. 5:1-7:29
Book Two: The mission of Jesus and his disciples in Galilee Matt. 8:1-11:1
Narrative: The cycle of nine miracle stories Matt. 8:1-9:38
Discourse: The mission, past and future Matt.10:1-11:1
Book Three: Jesus meets opposition from Israel Matt.11:2-13:53
Narrative: Jesus disputes with Israel and condemns it Matt. 11:2-12:50
Discourse: Jesus withdraws from Israel into parabolic speech Matt.13:1-53
Book Four: The Messiah forms his church and prophecies his passion Matt. 13:54-18:35
Narrative: The itinerant Jesus prepares for the church by his deeds Matt. 13:54-17:27
Discourse: Church life and order Matt. 18:1-35

Book Five: The Messiah and his church on the way to the passion Matt. 19:1-25:46

Narrative: Jesus leads his disciples to the cross as he confounds his enemies. Matt. 19:1-23:29
Discourse: The Last Judgment Matt. 24-25

The Climax: Death-Resurrection Matt. 26-28
Each gospel writer introduces the story of John in his own unique manner as is reflected in the listing of
pericopes sequentially for each gospel account:

Matthew:
Genealogy: Abraham to
David 1:2-6
Genealogy: David to
Joseph 1:7-16
Genealogy: Summary
Comment 1:17
Angelical announce-
ment to Joseph 1:18-23
Joseph's obedience
1:24-25
Visit by wise men. 2:1-
12
Flight to Egypt 2:13-15

Mark:
Title 1:1
1. John the Baptizer 1:2-8
2. Jesus' baptism 1:9-11
3. Jesus' temptation 1:12-13

Luke

1. Prologue 1:1-4

2. Announcement of John's
birth 1:5-25

3. Announcement of Jesus'
birth 1:26-38

4. Mary's visit to Elizabeth
1:39-56

5. John's birth 1:57-80

6. Jesus' birth 2:1-21

7. Jesus' presentation in the
temple 2:22-40

8. Jesus'visit to the temple

John

1. 1. Prologue: The divine
Word and creation 1:1-5

2. Prologue: John's witness
to the Word in creation
1:6-8

3. Prologue: Reactions to
the Word in creation 1:9-
13

4. Prologue: The Word and
the community of believ-
ers1:14
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Matthew

8. Slaying of children in
Bethlehem 2:6-18

9. Return from Egypt 2:19-
23

10. John the Baptizer 3:1-
12

11. The Baptist of Jesus
3:13-17

Il. Message

Mark

Luke
2:41-52

9. Beginning of John's

ministry 3:1-6

10. John's preaching of
repentance 3:7-9
11. John's ethical instruc-

tion 3:10-14

12. John's preaching of
the Messiah 3:15-17
13. John's imprisonment

3:18-20

John

5. Prologue: John's witness
to the Word in the com-
munity of believers 1:15

6. Prologue: Reaction to the
Word in the community
of believers 1:16-18

7. The witness of John
the Baptist 1:19-28

8. The Lamb of God 1:29-34

9. The first disciples 1:35-
51

14. Jesus' baptism 3:21-22

Mark begins his story of Jesus with John as the introduction to that story. Matthew and Luke both include
infancy stories about the birth of Jesus (and for Luke, John also) before introducing John. The fourth gospel
uses John to launch the story of Jesus after the formal Prologue which lays out the theological framework
for telling the story of Jesus. The one common element among all four is that the story of John introduces
the public ministry of Jesus and thus sets the backdrop for the telling of that story of Jesus.

The Matthean passage naturally breaks down into two natural literary units: (1) General Depiction of
Ministry, vv. 1-6, and (2) Detailed Preaching Sample, vv. 7-12.

a Ministry, vv. 1-6

Mt. 3:1-6, NRSV

1 In those days John the Bap-
tist appeared in the wilderness of
Judea, proclaiming, 2 "Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come
near."™2 3 This is the one of whom
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said, "The voice of one crying out
in the wilderness: "Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.'" 4 Now John wore cloth-
ing of camel's hair with a leather
belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. 5
Then the people of Jerusalem and
all Judea were going out to him,
and all the region along the Jor-
dan, 6 and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confess-
ing their sins.

Footnotes:
F22: Or [is at hand]

Mk. 1:1-6, NRSV

1 The beginning of the good
news™ of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God.™ 2 As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah,™ "See, | am send-
ing my messenger ahead of you,™
who will prepare your way; 3 the
voice of one crying out in the wil-
derness: "Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight,' " 4
John the baptizer appeared™ in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 5 And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were go-
ing out to him, and were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, con-
fessing their sins. 6 Now John
was clothed with camel's hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey.

Footnotes:

F1: Or [gospel]

F2: Other ancient authorities lack [the Son of
God]

F3: Other ancient authorities read [in the
prophets]

F4: Gk [before your face]

F5: Other ancient authorities read [John was

Lk. 3:1-6, NRSV

1 In the fifteenth year of the
reign of Emperor Tiberius, when
Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler™ of
Galilee, and his brother Philip
ruler™* of the region of lturaea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler™®
of Abilene, 2 during the high priest-
hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the
word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He
went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of
sins, 4 as it is written in the book
of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
"“The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: "Prepare the way of
the Lord, make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled, and
every mountain and hill shall be
made low, and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth; 6 and all
flesh shall see the salvation of
God.""

Page 4 of Mt. 3:1-12 Bible Study



GNT

3:1> 'Ev 8¢ taig Muépalg
exetvalg mapayivetal Todvvng o
Bontiomg Knpvoowv £v TN £PNU®
¢ Tovdotiag <3:2> [kol] AEymv,
Metavoeite: MyYLKEV YOp 1M
Bactreio @Y 0Vpav@dv. <3:3> 00TOC
Yap €0ty 0 pnobeic 610 'Hooilov 10D
TPoodNTOL AEYovToc, Pwvr BodvTtog
ev i épnue’ ‘Etowudoate thy 060v
Kvplov, ev0elog TOLETTE TAC
tpifoug avtot. <3:4> Avtog 8¢ O
Todvvne elxev 10 évdupo adtod
Ao TPLYDV Kouniov kot {ovny
depUOTIVNV TTEPL TNV OGHVY aVTOD,
1N &€ Tpodn NV avTod diepidec Kol
UEAL dyplOv. <3:5> 1071e
€€emopeveto TWPOC OVTOV
‘Tepocorvuo kol ntaca N Tovdoio
kKol mioco 1 mweEPiywpog 10D
‘Topddvov, <3:6> kol €Pamntilovto
€v 10 Topddvn ToTou®d VT aVTOD
€E0LOAOYOVILEVOL TOG OULAPTLOG
OVTAV.

Notes:

baptizing]
GNT
EL 2 Apyn 10D evayyeriov Incod
Xplotod [viod Beod].
12 Kabmg yEypantol €v 1@
‘Hooig td mpoonn,
T600 arooTEAL® TOV AYYEAOV 1OV
PO TPOCHDTOV GOV,
0¢ KQTO.OKEVAOEL TNV 060V 6OV"
3 dawvn fodvTogEv T Epnum,
Erowudoate v 060v Kupiov,
evbeiagroieite TagTpifovg
ovTtov,
&4 gyévero Todvvng [0] Bartilwv
€v 1 €pNu® Kol KknpUveomv
Bdamtiona uetovolag €ig doeoty
auopTi@dv. > kol €€emopeveTo
pOg 0VToV a0 N Tovdotio yopo
Kol ot TepocoAvitol TavTeES, KOl
€Bantilovio VT 0VTOD €V TA
Topddvn ToToU@ EEOLOAOYOVUEVOL
10 Apoptiog avT@y. <1:6> Kol fv O
Todvvng €vdedvuevog tpiyog
KounAov xat ovnv depuativnv
TEPL TV OGOV 0070V, Kol £601mV
OKPLOOGCKOL LEAL AYPLOV.

GNT

3:1 'Ev €1€1 6€ TeEVIEKALOEKOTM THG

nyenoviag Tipepiov Koaicopog,

nyepovevovrog [ovriov ITiAdtov
¢ Tovdalag, Kol TETPaaPYOVVTOC
tiic FoMAotog Hppdov, Dirinmov
0¢ 100 0aderdod avTOD

teTpaopyodvtog thc Trovpatlag Kot

TpoymviTidog x®Pog, Kol AVGOVIO

g ABtAnviig tetpoopyodvtog, 3:2

€mt apylepeng “Avvo kot Kaidgo,

€yeveto phuo 0o €nt Twdvvny tov

Zoyoplov vViov &v i epnue.  3:3

kol MABev eic mdoav [tv]

nepiyopov 100 ‘lopddavov

KNPUOoWV BOTTION0 LETAVOLOG E1G

doeolv apoaptidv, 3:4 g

vé€ypamtal ev BipAm Adymv ‘Hooiov

700 TPOYNTOV,

Dwvn fodvTog EV TI] EPTIUD,

Erowudoare v 000V Kupiov,
ev0eiog noieite 06 PIOVS

avToD”
ndoa gapayé mAnpwbnosrol
Kol wdv opog¢ kal Bovvog
ransvobnostal,

Kal E0T01 T OKOALE LG EVOgi Y
Kol a1 payeial €1 000Vs Agiag:
Kal oyetal ndoa capé 1o

owtrpLov 100 OoD.

3:5

3:6

This first segment provides a general description of the ministry of John including his essential mes-
sage, dress, and response to his ministry.
The essence of John’s preaching is couched in a pointed statement: ““Repent, for the kingdom of

heaven has come near" (38:2, NRSV; Metavogite: fyyikev yop 1 pactieia tdv ovpavdv). John called for the
people to repent. The idea is that of a complete transformation in thinking about the way one live’s his life.
The nature of the Greek verb, a present imperative of command, is to call for this transformation as an
ongoing process, rather than just as a one time instance. The basis of the challenge is given as the
“nearness” of the Kingdom of Heaven. Again, as is reflected in the NRSV translation and marginal reading,
the idea of the Greek verb, niyyicev (engiken), is either temporal closeness (“is at hand”) or spatial close-
ness (“has come near”). In either sense of the term, John’s message was stressing that God’s rule was
identified with Jesus who was present both temporally and spatially. For Matthew the theme “Kingdom of
Heaven” is going to become a major idea for his story of Jesus, with some 31 uses of the phrase. It means
for Matthew what the term Kingdom of God means in Mark and Luke, as Howard Clark Kee (“The Gospel
according to Matthew,” The Interpreter’s One Volume Commentary on the Bible, iPreach) notes: “The term
“kingdom of heaven” (lit. “kingdom of the heavens”) is used here as by pious Jews to mean “the kingdom of God,” since
it was considered irreverent to pronounce God’s name directly.”

The discourse section at the end of Book One in Matthew’s story, The Sermon on the Mount (chaps 5-
7), define in detail what is meant by the term. As Richard Gardner (“Matthew,” The Believer’s Bible Church
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Commentary, iPreach) notes, “It is noteworthy that the First Gospel is the only one to suggest that John preached
about the kingdom, and that Matthew summarizes Jesus’ message in 4:17 with exactly the same words we find here.
As noted earlier, Matthew wants the reader to see John and Jesus as allies in a common cause, joint heralds of the
imminent reign of God which makes repentance so urgent.”

This message of John is grounded in an Old Testament quote from |saiah 40:3:

1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. 5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken." 6 A voice says, "Cry out!" And | said, "What shall | cry?" All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows
upon it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.

Matthew uses only a small portion of the Isaiah passage, while Luke uses more of it. Mark, interestingly,

combines Mal. 3:1 (Mk 1:2) with Isaiah 40:3 (Mk 1:3). The reason for using this passage is clear, as

Gardner further notes: “Lest anyone miss the point, Matthew cites Isaiah 40:3 (as punctuated in the LXX), affirming
that John the Bapitist is the one crying out in the wilderness who starts things rolling. We should also keep in mind that
the prophet Elijah is associated with the wilderness (1 Kings 19:4ff.).” John is seen in the role of an Elijah getting

the people ready for the coming of the promised Anointed One from God. In fact, his dress and diet further
point to Elijah, as Howard Kee (“The Gospel according to Matthew,” The Interpreter’s One Volume Com-
mentary on the Bible, iPreach) observes: “The garb of John is reminiscent of the prophet Elijah, with whom John

is directly identified by Matt. (17:14; cf. Mark 9:13; see also on Mark 1:6), although John’s message more nearly

resembles that of the later prophets, Zechariah or Daniel. His strange diet of locusts and wild honey is an indication of
the ascetic life he lived.”

Large numbers of people responded to John’s preaching; they came from the Roman province of
Judea, the city of Jerusalem and the Jordon River valley where John was preaching. They were “confess-
ing their sins” and receiving baptism as an expression of repentance. Richard Gardner (“Matthew,” The
Believer’s Bible Church Commentary, iPreach) provides a helpful summation:

According to verse 6, John baptized those who responded to his preaching (hence his nickname,
the Baptist). This washing in the Jordan was a symbolic action, confirming one’s desire to turn away
from sin, and in some way preparing one for the endtime baptism of judgment (cf. vv. 11-12). The
Essenes at Qumran also practiced a rite of washing; those willing to submit to all the precepts of God
were “sprinkled with purifying water and sanctified by cleansing water” (1QS 3:8-9). Whereas the rite
at Qumran was frequently repeated, however, baptism by John was apparently a one-time event.

In his description of John’s baptism, Matthew departs from Mark 1:4 in one important respect: Mark
tells us that John’s baptism of repentance was “for the forgiveness of sins” (cf. Luke 3:3). Since only
Jesus can truly forgive sin, however, Matthew deletes the words about forgiveness from the description
of John’s rite and inserts them later on in a saying of Jesus about his death (cf. Matthew 26:28)!
Many possible connections come to mind in seeking to apply these verses to our world. First, the core

message of John is still relevant; our world needs to repent as urgently as did John’s world. And for the

same reason: the nearness of God’s rule in Christ Jesus. He is the entrance into God’s kingdom still.

Second, our message needs to stir excitement about God in the hearts and minds of people. John caught
the people’s attention, not because of a weird life-style, but because his life-style reinforced his message
in a positive manner. His calling was to be a forerunner to the Messiah, and he became just that. For

Matthew he was the “paper-clip” holding the Old and New Testaments together. Thirdly, John’s message
was grounded in scripture. Ours needs that same sure foundation today. Finally, people still need to con-
fess sin and demonstrate it in concrete actions. Baptism is a good beginning.

b. Preaching, vv. 7-12

Mt. 3:1-12, NRSV Mk. 1:7-8, NRSV Lk. 3:7-20, NRSV
7 But when he saw many 7 He proclaimed, "The onewhois 7 John said to the crowds that

Pharisees and Sadducees com- more powerful than | is coming  came out to be baptized by him,
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ing for baptism, he said to them,

"You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to

come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of re-
pentance. 9 Do not presume to

say to yourselves, "We have Abra-
ham as our ancestor’; for | tell you,
God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. 10
Even now the ax s lying at the root
of the trees; every tree therefore

that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. 11

" baptize you with™23 water for re-
pentance, but one who is more

powerful than | is coming after me;
I am not worthy to carry his san-
dals. He will baptize you with™* the
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnow-
ing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will

gather his wheat into the granary;
but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire."

Footnotes:
F23: Or[in]
F24: Or [in]

GNT

3:7> 'Idodv 6€ WOAAOVC TAV

doprooiov kol Zaddovkoiwy
€PYOUEVOLE ETL TO BOTTTLONE QLVTOD
einev avtoic, Fevviuato exdvay,
Tig VIEdEIEEY VULV OLYELY OO THG
ueAlovong opyfg; <3:8> mowmoorte
oVv koprov dElov i petavoiag
3:9> kol un 60énte Aéyelv €v
govtoic, IMatépo €xouev 1OV
‘ABpodu. A€y yap VUiV GTL
dvvator 0 B0¢ £k 1OV ABwV ToVTOV
€yeipatl €xva 1@ ‘ABpadyu. <3:10>
1Mo 8& N a&ivn wpog v pilov Tdv
3évdpov KeTTOL AV 0VV S€VSpOV
U mwOlovV KOPTWOV KOAOV

€KKOTTETOL KOL €1 TOP BAAAETOL.
3:11> €y uev vudg pontilom €v
VOOTL E1G LETAVOLOY, O OE OTLOW L0V
E€PYOUEVOG LoYVPOTEPOG OV ECTLY,
0V 0K €1l 1KavOg T0 VTodHuUoTa
Baotdoolr anTog VUGS Panticel €v
nveORoTL Ayim Kot Toupts <3:12> 00

after me; | am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8 | have baptized you
withf® water; but he will baptize

you with"” the Holy Spirit."
Footnotes:
F6: Orin]
F7:Orin]
GNT

<1:7> kol €xnpuvocev AEywv,
“"Epyeton 0 1oyupdTtePOGLOV OTLom
oV, 0V 0VK il 1kavog KOG
ADGOL TOV ILAVTO TAY VITOOMUAT®Y
0vtoD. <1:8> eyw €RdmTica VUGG
VOOTL, 0VTOG 0 PamTioel VUGS €V
TVEVULOTL OY1O.

"You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to
come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of re-
pentance. Do not begin to say to
yourselves, "We have Abraham as
our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. 9 Even now
the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire." 10
And the crowds asked him, "What
then should we do?" 11 In reply he
said to them, "Whoever has two
coats must share with anyone
who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise." 12 Even
tax collectors came to be bap-
tized, and they asked him,
"Teacher, what should we do?" 13
He said to them, "Collect no more
than the amount prescribed for
you." 14 Soldiers also asked him,
"And we, what should we do?" He
said to them, "Do not extort money
from anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with
your wages."

15 As the people were filled
with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts con-
cerning John, whether he might be
the Messiah,™® 16 John answered
all of them by saying, "l baptize you
with water; but one who is more
powerful than | is coming; | am not
worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with™”
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His win-
nowing fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquench-
able fire." 18 So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the
good news to the people. 19 But
Herod the ruler,™2 who had been
rebuked by him because of
Herodias, his brother's wife, and
because of all the evil things that
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T0 TTOOV €V Ti] XELPL VTOD KOl Herod had done, 20 added to them

SLoKk0B0pLeEL TV GAWVO, 00TOD KoL all by shutting up John in prison.
ouvagel tov oltov ovtod glg v e
anofrknv, 10 O& dyvpov Footnotes:
2 3 9 2 F26: Or [the Christ]
KOTOKOVOEL TUPL OGPECTE. F27: Or [in]

F28: Gk [tetrarch]

Lk. 3:7-20, GNT

3:7 "Ekeyev olv 10i¢ €kmopevopévolg dyAoilc Bantiodiivol vrr’ adtod, Fevviuato ex1dvdy, Tic Unédeiéev
VUiV GUYETY Gmo tiig peAkovong opyilc; 3:8 mowoorte ovv kapmovg GElovg T ueTovolog Kot uf dpéncde
AEyewv €v €avtolg, [Motépa €xouev t0v 'ARpodu. AEym yap VUlv 0Tl duvatol O B0 €k 1@V AlBwV ToVT®V
&yeipon éiva 16 APpadi. 3:9 Hdn 8 kol 1 dEivn mpog v pilav 1@V Sévipmv keltal mhv 0OV SévEpov um
10100V KOPTOV KOAOV EKKOTTETOL KO €1 TUp BdAdetal. 3:10 Kol eémnpodtov adtov ot dyrot Aéyovieg, Tl
ovv moompey; 3:11 dmokpiBeic 8¢ Eleyev 00101g, ‘O Exmv 800 YLTBVAC HETOSOT® TG UM EXOVTL, KoL O &0V
Bpouota opoimg moteitw. 3:12 MABov 8¢ kat teddvol Bamticbijval kol eimov Tpoc avtdv, Addokode, Tl
nomomueyv; 3:13 6 8¢ einev mpdg avTovg, Mndev mAéov mopd 10 Statetoyuévov VUiV mpdoocete.  3:14
EmnpadTov 8¢ aHTOV Kol oTpotevdeVoL Aéyoviec, T1 motompey KoL NUELS; KOl ey avtoic, Mndéva dtoceionte
UNdE GLKOGOVTNONTE KOl APKELGHE 101G OYWOVIOLS VUMV.

3:15 TIpocdox®vtog o0& ToV LoD Kal d10A0YLLoUEVOVY TEVTOV £V TOlg Kapdialg ovT@v Ttepl T0U Twdvvou,
unrote aVTog €in 0 Xprotdg, 3:16 amekpivorto Aéywv ndowv 0 Todvvng, ‘Eyo pev Voot Bomtilm vudc
gpyetal &€ 6 ioyupdTEPHC LoV, 0V OVK ElUl 1KaVOC ADCOL TOV 1UAVTA TAY VTOSNUAT®Y adToD  00TOC VUAC
Bamticel £v mveduatt Gyim kot wupis 3:17 oD 10 mrdov €V Ti xeIpt 0vTod Stokaddpat Ty dAmvo adTod Kol
GLVOYOYELY TOV GLTOV €1¢ TNV AToONKNV a0ToD, T0 O GYLPOV KOTOKOVGEL TUpl GoPEotm. 3:18 TToAAo uev
0DV Kol £Tepa TaPOKAA®Y evnyyeAileto Tov Aadv. 3:19 6 §& Hpoddng 6 tetpadpyne, EAEYYXOUEVOC VT aDTOD
nept ‘Hpodrddog tiic yuvorkog 100 ddelood adtod kot mept Tdvimv oV €moincev movnpdv 6 Hpddng, 3:20
TPOcEBNKEY Kol T0VT0 €Ml TAGLY [Kol] kKatékAeioey Tov Twdvvny €v OLAOKT.

Notes:

At this point in the gospel writers’ stories about John, each one goes a distinctive direction, governed by
their own objectives. Matthew (3:7-10), with his Jewish oriented audience in mind, zeroes in on two Jewish
leadership groups, the Pharisees and Sadducees, who had representatives coming out seeking baptism.
The challenge to them is to be sincere. John evidently sensed a false motive behind their request for
baptism, and he scorchingly denounced them and any special privilege they might claim to acceptability
with God.

Mark doesn’t focus on any specific group of people. Luke, however, takes a different approach. The
strong language of Matthew is applied to the crowds of people in general, rather than just to the leadership
groups as in Matthew. Then with the plea of the crowd as to what could they do to demonstrate repentance,
he lists off several groups (Lk. 3:10-14) including tax collectors and soldiers.

The second part of Matthew’s emphasis, vv. 11-12, stresses John’s relationship with Jesus in terms of
humility and inferiority to Jesus. This picked up the earlier written Markan emphasis in Mk 1:7. Luke (3:15-
20) also picks up on this theme with more elaboration. John baptized with water; the Messiah will baptize
with the Holy Spirit and fire. Thus the Messiah is so much greater than John that he feels unworthy to
perform even a slave’s task of carrying his sandals. The NLT picks up on the meaning here well with its
rendering: “I am not even worthy to be his slave.“ Also John’s message, in Matthew, stresses that the Messiah’s
coming will mean divine judgment in dramatic fashion.

Connections? Several are here. Repentance, for it to be real, must lead to concrete actions of obedi-
ence to God. It can’t be reduced to ritual or show for PR purposes. We need a proper attitude of humility
toward our Lord and his greatness. John had it; we need it. We must never loose sight of the judgment
aspect of Jesus’ coming. It was a part of his first coming and will be a major part of his second coming.
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Mt. 3:1-12, GNT

3:1 Sé

‘Ev taic Muépailg €keivalg
napayivetal ‘Iedvvng O BoantiotTng

KNpvocmV

€v TN €pnuo thg 'Tovdotiag
Kol
AEYOV,

3:2

Metavoeite:
Yop
nyyltkev n BactAleia TV 0VPAVAYV .
3:3 A
o Yap
oVTOg €0T1V O pnbeic
310 ‘Hoatiouv tod mpodpntou

AEYOVTOC ,
dovn PodVTOC €V TN €pNUD”
‘Etoiludocote thv 080V Kupilov,
evbelag moleite TOC TPLPOLE AVTOD.

3:4 Sé
AVTOg 6 'Twdvvng €ixev 6 €vduvpo avtod
OTO TPLY®V KOUNAOUL
Kol
Covnv depupativnv
neEPL TNV OcHLV 0VLTOD,

3¢
n Tpodn Mv avtod dxpideg
Kol
LEAL dyplOVv.
S5 TOTE
€€enopeveto. . .  Iepocoivna
TPOg 0VTOV Kol
ndoca N1 ‘Iovdoaia
Kol
ndoo M mepiywpog tov ‘Iopddavov,
SHe Kol
€Bantilovto

egv t® 'Topdavn moTtoud
VT T 0VTOD
£E0UOAOYOVUEVOL TOG OUOopPTiAC QVTOV.

7 d¢
Tédov moArovg T@V Paproainv kKol ZoddovKo imv
€pYOUEVOVLG €nl TO BAnTiouo avLTOD
einev avtoig,
T'evvnuoto €y1dvav,
Tic vnedeir&ev vuiv Puyeiv

Omo TNg WeEAALOVONG OPYNC;

S ovV
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TOLNCOTE KOPTOV
a&tov tifg uetoavotiog
9 Kal
un 8oénte A€ysiv
€v €avtoic,

lotepa €xouev TOV ‘ABpodpu.

Yop
A€yw Vuiv
0Tl dvvatol O Beog. ..€yeipal TEKVA
€K Tdv A16ov TovTOV

@ 'ABpodp.
3:10 Sé
nén
n a&ivn npog tnv pilav tadv S€vépov keitat:
ovVv

un mol1odv KOPTOV KOAAOV
mav SEVOPOV. . .EKKOTTETAL

\

Kal
elg mOp
——— ...BdAAeTaL.
3:11 uév
gyn vudg Parntilom
v VduTl
€1C uLeTAvVOolOVv,
de

s ’

O Omiow UOV EPYOUEVOS
LoYVPOTEPOG UOV E0TLV,

oL oVk €ini ikavog to vrodnuatoa Bactdoot
aVTOG Vudg Pantiocet

€v TveLUoTl aylom Kol muptil-
ov 10 mtdovV ————-

€v TN xelpl 0VTOD

3:12

Kol
SdtakaBaplel tnv diwve avTOD

Kol
ovvaéel TOv oltov aVTOD

€1g TNV oamodBNKnv,

de

TO AYVPOV KOTOKQUVOE 1L
Tupl OoPEcTO.
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