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(1:3) would be at home.
According to Luke [1:1-4], this gospel -- and
subsequently the book of Acts (cf. Ects 1:1|) -- was
dedicated to a Theophilus who as a patron supported
he cost of producing these documents as well as the
aking of copies of them for distribution to various
hristian communities in the late first century world.
vidently [Theophilug was a wealthy Roman who had
become a Christian and wanted to contribute to the
spread of Christianity by supporting Luke’s writing of
hese two documents. The gospel preface (Lk 1:4)
suggests the purpose of the document was “so that
you may know the truth concerning the things about
hich you have been instructed.”
The Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts together
stand as a two volume testimony of the beginning of|
he Christian religion with its founder, Jesus Christ,
and the first three decades of the beginning of this
ovement in its spread from Jerusalem to Rome
rom AD 30 to AD 61. The author was closely as-
sociated with the apostle Paul. For the gospel ac-

count Luke made use of|a variety of sources, as he
indicated in , since he was not personally
present with Jesus during his earthly ministry. Mod-
ern scholarship generally concludes that among
these sources are the gospels of Mark and perhaps
also Matthew, although more likely the material in
Luke, that is also found|in Matthew, may very well
be drawn from a common, unknown source. That is
generally called the Q document from the German
word Quelle meaning source. Thus with at least
Mark and Q in front of him, along with notes from
interviews with various people around the earthly
Jesus, Luke set out to tell his story of Jesus in a
way that would enhance understanding of the enor-
mous significance of this Jewish carpenter from the
little village of Nazareth in the northern Palestinian
province of Galilee. As best as we can determine,
this happened sometime in the 70s or perhaps in
the early 80s of the first Christian century, possibly|
while Luke was living in Rome.
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Internal History, The place markers inside
24:36-53 center on two locations in or near Jerusa-
lem: 1) the meeting place for the resurrection appear-
ance somewhere in Jerusalem, and the 2) ascension
spot near Bethany just to the east of Jerusalem. In
the climatic statementin v. 53, the disciples are back
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in Jerusalem and spending time in the temple, thus
giving a third location in/the narrative. See the two
boxes on the map above highlighting these locations.
Luke does not provide information about the location
of where the disciples were gathered. In v. 33, his
identification is simply that the disciples who had
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encountered Jesus at Emmaus “got up and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their compan-
ions gathered together.” Where this was in Jerusalem,
Luke doesn’t say. Traditionally the so-called “upper
room” where Jesus had celebrated Passover and
then the Lord’s Supper with them on Thursday eve-
ning (cf. Lk. 22:12 and MK. 14:15) is the assumed
location. But nothing in the|text so marks this as the
spot. In the Acts 1:12 reference to the ascension of
Jesus, the disciples returned from Bethany / Mount
of Olives to Jerusalem and “went to the room upstairs
where they were staying.” Traditionally this spot has
been identified as in the southwest sector of the old
city of Jerusalem.
_The location of the ascension is

marked in Lk

w

24:50 as near Bethany. The Greek text spots it as
£€w¢ mpog BnBaviav. This wording suggests that
they got near Bethany, but did not enter it. But Acts
1:12 implies that it took place at the Mt. of Olives:
“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey|
away.“ The above map doesn’t clearly indicate it, but
Bethany was on the eastern slope of the same hill
while the Mt. of Olives was on the western slope.
Bethany was a little over a mile outside Jerusalem
and the Mt. of Olives a little over half a mile (= sab-
bath’s day journey). Already, Luke had identified
the Mt. of Olives as being near both Bethpage and
Bethany (cf. 19:29), as did Mark (cf. 11:1): “When
they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives,....” So there is no real
discrepancy between the Gospel and Acts location
OO OO
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in distinctive fashion. The gospel writers were mainly , scholars believe that Luke and Matthew
concerned to tell the story of Jesus from a religious had available to them both the gospel of Mark and
advocacy point of view. Modern insistence on objec- another unnamed document, called Q for the Ger-
tive, factual history were not a part of their concerns, man word Quelle. But in the instance of 24:36-53,
This doesn’timply a disregard for historical accuracy, neither of these sources was used. Instead, Luke
but does suggest that their priorities lay elsewhere. turned to other sources uniquely available to him
As discussed under External Historﬂ above, the from his research that he mentions in 1:2-3.

Lukan Prologue in 1:1-4 indicates that Luke had Some discussion exists about the possible con-
carefully checked out all his sources and informa- nection of Lk. 24:36-43 t thn 20:19—2§. In the
tion that he used in the writing of his gospel. But his Johannine passage Jesus appears to the Eleven
stated purpose was to present Jesus to Theophilus without Thomas on Easter Sunday evening, then
“so that you may know the truth concerning the things eight days later again with Thomas present (Jhn.
about which you have been instructed.” Theophilus 20:24--29). Some similarities certainly do exist be-
needed an accurate theological understanding of tween the two accounts, but some real differences
Jesus, and Luke sought to present it to him, andto are also present. Chronology would suggest the
other readers. connection, but the differences between the two
The sub-genre concerns with our passage focus  narratives urge some caution about linking them up.
on these verses as resurrection narratives. They Thus, we can’t be absolutely sure whether the two
are a part of the larger Passio Christi narrative that gospel writers are attempting to narrate the same
detailed the last week of Jesus’ earthly life, but event. If such were the case, then John could pos-
stand apart from that by recounting appearances of sibly be using either the Lukan gospel, or -- more

a resurrected Jesus to his followers subsequent to likely -- sources similar to those that Luke used.
his crucifixion. In the presumption of the

Literary Context. The literary setting for our passage is complex, and important to grasp. Each
gospel writer comes at the depiction of the resurrection with two emphases: (1) the event of the resurrection
with the women as the first witnesses, and (2) subsequent resurrection appearances to the Twelve over
the forty days before Jesus ascended back to Heaven. From the outline of the Life of Christ Summarized

page ||’=1ttg://CranfordviIIe/ghristot.htg] posted at Cranfordville.com comes this basic summary:

(72}

Matthew; Mark: Luke: ohn:
VI.Resurrection appearances and ascension
28:1-20 16:1-20 24:1-53 011-21:25
(2%) (3%) (5%) (6%)
A. The Empty Tomb (Early Sunday Morning)
28:1-8 16:1-8 24:1-12 011-10
B. The Appearances to His Disciples (over next 40 days)
28:9-20 (16:9-20)* 24:13-53 0111-21:25

Sunday afternoon and evening events:
178. Report of the guard, Mt. 28:11-15
167. Jesus’ appearance |to|the two on Emmaus road

168. Jesus’ appearance |to| the disciples in Jerusalem

)3. Jesus’ appearance to ten dis-
ciples, Jn. 20:19-23
Eight Days Later:

. Jesus’ appearance to eleven
disciples, Jn. 20:24-29

3Since Mark 16:9-20 isn’t a part of the original gospel writing, these will not be listed here. For a detailed discus-
sion of the nature and implications of the various endings of Mark, see my Lecture Nates]on the Life of Christ, topic
3.2.2.5.6 at Cranfordville.com.
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36 While they were
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Himself stood in their
midst and said to them,
“Peace be to you.” 37
But they were startled
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36 While they were
talking about this, Jesus
himself stood among
them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” 37
They were startled and
terrified, and thought
that they were seeing
a ghost. 38 He said to
them, “Why are you
frightened, and why
do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39 Look at my
hands and my feet; see

A Jesus’ ascension 24:50-53
Il. Message
Literary Structure. For a detailed assessment of the Greek text, see the Elogg and §emantig Diagrams,
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NLT
36 And just as they
were telling about it,
Jesus himself was sud-
denly standing there
among them. “Peace
be with you,” he said.
37 But the whole group
was startled and fright-
ened, thinking they
were seeing a ghost!
38 “Why are you fright-
ened?” he asked. “Why
are your hearts filled
with doubt? 39 Look at
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that it is | Myself; touch
Me and see, for a spirit
does not have flesh and
bones as you see that
| have.” 40 And when
He had said this, He
showed them His hands
and His feet. 41 While
they still could not be-
lieve it because of their
joy and amazement, He
said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?”
42 They gave Him a
piece of a broiled fish;
43 and He took it and
ate it before them.

44 Now He said to
them, “These are My
words which | spoke to
you while | was still with
you, that all things which
are written about Me in
the Law of Moses and
the Prophets and the
Psalms mustbe fulfilled.”
45 Then He opened their
minds to understand
the Scriptures, 46 and
He said to them, “Thus
it is written, that the
Christ would suffer and
rise again from the
dead the third day, 47
and that repentance
for forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed
in His name to all the
nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 “You
are witnesses of these
things. 49 “And behold,
| am sending forth the
promise of My Father
upon you; but you are to
stay in the city until you
are clothed with power
from on high.”

that it is | myself. Touch
me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and
bones as you see that |
have.” 40 And when he
had said this, he showed
them his hands and his
feet. 41 While in their
joy they were disbeliev-
ing and still wondering,
he said to them, “Have
you anything here to
eat?” 42 They gave him
a piece of broiled fish,
43 and he took it and
ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to
them, “These are my
words that | spoke to
you while | was still with
you—that  everything
written about me in
the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.”
45 Then he opened their
minds to understand
the scriptures, 46 and
he said to them, “Thus
it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the
dead on the third day,
47 and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed
in his name to all
nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 You
are witnesses of these
things. 49 And see, | am
sending upon you what
my Father promised; so
stay here in the city until
you have been clothed
with power from on
high.”

my hands. Look at my
feet. You can see that
it's really me. Touch me
and make sure that | am
not a ghost, because
ghosts don’t have bod-
ies, as you see that |
do.” 40 As he spoke, he
showed them his hands
and his feet.41 Still they
stood there in disbe-
lief, filled with joy and
wonder. Then he asked
them, “Do you have any-
thing here to eat?” 42
They gave him a piece
of broiled fish,43 and he
ate it as they watched.

44 Then he said,
“When | was with you
before, | told you that
everything written
about me in the law of
Moses and the prophets
and in the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45
Then he opened their
minds to understand
the Scriptures. 46 And
he said, “Yes, it was
written long ago that
the Messiah  would
suffer and die and rise
from the dead on the
third day. 47 It was also
written that this message
would be proclaimed
in the authority of his
name to all the nations,
beginning in Jerusalem:
‘There is forgiveness of
sins for all who repent.
48 You are witnesses of
all these things. 49 “And
now | will send the Holy
Spirit, just as my Father
promised. But stay here
in the city until the Holy
Spirit comes and fills
you with power from
heaven.”
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Notes:
In this pericope som
given to the previous app
at Emmaus (24:13-27), t
ance in John 20:19-23, a
Acts narrative in Acts 1:1
common elements.
Internally, vv. 36-49
tion of Jesus’ words anc
responding in both act

e gonsideration will also be
earance to the two disciples

e|possible parallel appear-
nd the over lapping with the
-5, All four narratives share

move ideas around depic-
] actions with the disciples
ons and words. As sum-

marized at the gnd of
studyf, Jesus first appear
respond supposing they
then speaks again exple
his hands and feet, and s
give him a piece of boile
more Jesus speaks to th
“opens” their minds for
and speaks more words
The Johannine pass
this Lukan episode:
Luke 24:36-43

36 While they were
alking about this, Jesus
imself stood among them
and said to them, “Peace
be with you.” 37 They were
startled and terrified, and
hought that they were see-
ng a ghost. 38 He said to
hem, “Why are you fright-
ened, and why do doubts
arise in your hearts? 39
ook at my hands and my,
eet; see that it is | myself.
ouch me and see; for a
ghost does not have flesh
and bones as you see that
| have.” 40 And when he
ad said this, he showed

he internet version of th
s and speaks. The disciples
have seen a ghost. Jesus
ining himself, shows them
speaks again. The disciples
d fish and he eats it. Once
em explaining himself; he
understanding of scripture;
of explanation.

sage merits comparison to

John 20:19-23
19 When it was eve-
ning on that day, the first
day of the week, and the
doors of the house where
he disciples had met
ere locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.”
20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands
and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when
hey saw the Lord. 21 Je-
sus said to them again,
‘Peace be with you. As
he Father has sent me, so
| send you.” 22 When he

them his hands and his
feet. 41 While in their joy|
they were disbelieving and
still wondering, he said to
them, “Have you anything
here to eat?” 42 They gave
him a piece of broiled fish,
43 and he took it and ate in
their presence.

The common items bet
include the following: 1) bc
Sunday evening; 2) Jesus
greets the startled discip
shows them his hands and
The Lukan distinctives are:
to his sudden appearance
them over it; 2) even after
reaction is a mixture of disk
ment, whereas in John it i
reaction prompts Jesus to
as demonstration of who
person.

In the rest of the Lukan
sus goes on to explain hi
fulfillment of the OT scriptur
the disciples to carry thism
anointing of the Heavenly
in Jerusalem until this hap

John simply describes
Spirit into the disciples live
Jesus. They are then comn
forgiveness of sins.

On the assumption of
described by both gospel
ognizes the freedom of e
narrative according to their

John mostly sees this

had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive the sins
of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained.”

ween the two narratives
nth took place on Easter
suddenly appears and
es (elpnvn vuiv); 3) he
feet (Luke) / side (John).
1) their startled reaction
that leads to his quizzing
seeing his wounds their
nelieving joy and amaze-
s only rejoicing; 3) their
eat a piece of boiled fish
he is as a resurrected

narrative, vv. 44-49, Je-
eath and resurrection as
es. He then commissions
essage but only after the
Father. They are to wait
pens.
the coming of the Holy
s through the breath of
nissioned to proclaim the

a common event being
writers, one quickly rec-
ach writer to shape the
individual purposes.
event as the initial con-

firmation to the disciples

that Jesus indeed was

Page
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breathing on them. This

becomes the focus of th

of scriptural prophecy.
takes the direction of his

this OT understanding
repentance and forgiveness
in his name to all nations,

alive. The disciples recejve
ay
coming ministry. The absen
evening provides the oppc
pearance eight days later
s
with Jesus confirming hims

Luke, on the other hand, uses this episode to
affirm Jesus’ resurrection but with emphasis on the
events of death and resur
The confirmation process

He then “opens” the minds
grasping of the Old Test
comes their mission “that

the Holy Spirit by Jesus

s the foundation for their
ce of Thomas on Sunday
rtunity for a second ap-
when he is present. He
narrative (Jn. 20:24-29
self to this disciple.

rection as the fulfillment
eating fish before them.
of the disciples to deeper

ament. Growing out of

of sins is to be proclaimed

Jesus’ death and resurrection are based on Old

Testament prophecy for the Messiah. Both groups of

instruction on the details.

Both joy and astonishment are mingled together in
response to the resurrected Jesus.

In Acts 1:1-5, Luke comes back to some of the

points made in his gospel account:

1 In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about

all that Jesus did and|taught from the beginning 2

until the day when he|was taken up to heaven, af-

ter giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the

apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering

he presented himself alive to them by many convinc-

ing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and

speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying

with them, he ordered [them not to leave Jerusalem,

but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,”

beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these
things.” The enduement]
with the necessary divine

Yy

power for this mission is
promised, but they are to
remain in Jerusalem unti
it comes.

In the first two chap
ters of Acts, Luke wil

tail this moment, whic
has come to be called
in Christian tradition the
Day of Pentecost.

The points of com
monality of this Sunda
evening appearance of
Jesus to the one that
afternoon at Emmaus
(cf. 24:13-35) include 1
perplexity and bewilder:

D)

describe in greater de f_;‘\

p

A

‘__.,,"y-/- i

ment by the disciples, ;{/d‘ 2. :
even after the report offfE=Es ~
the women who had seen Jesus; 2) serious failure
to grasp the prophetic thrust of the Old Testament
scriptures that pointed to these events in Jesus' life;
3) an invitation to examine his wounds; 4)Jesus eat-
ing a meal of real food in the presence of disciples;
5) Jesus expounding the deeper meaning of the OT
to both groups of disciples
Both events provided Luke the opportunity to
affirm the resurrection of Jesus to his readers. The
two at Emmaus reflect similar perplexity and confu-
sion comparable to that of the Eleven in Jerusalem.

he said, “is what you have
heard from me; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you
ill be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days
rom now.”

Luke characterizes this
orty day period as domi-
nated by Jesus’ instruc-
ion to the Twelve. The
central topic was the
Kingdom of God, the
Wsame focus that charac-
“ terized his earthly teach-
' ing ministry. He alludes
o not just a couple of
appearances, but to nu-
merous ones in which he
confirmed his resurrec-
ion. Luke reminds us in
cts of the same instruc-
ion given to the disciples
0 remain in Jerusalem
~ |until the “promise of the
: - “dFather” was given. This
Luke now interprets as the coming of the Holy Spirit
on the group.

In verses 36-49, Jesus does a lot of talking,
especially in verses 38-39 and 46-49.

Firstin vv. 38-39, “Why are you frightened, and why
do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and
my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a
ghost does not have flesh| and bones as you see that |
have.” When Jesus first appeared that evening the
reaction of the disciples was to suppose they were
seeing a ghost. The word that is used in the Greek
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his physical body prior to

marvelous transformation
Thenin 46-49, “Thus

are witnesses of these th
upon you what my Father
city until you have been clo
In this second speech s
what he began (v. 44) to
| spoke to you while | was
written about me in the law

the psalms must be fulfill
mission as God’'s Messi
Testament scriptures. He

the Old Testament was
what these disciples had
it proved impossible for
the resurrection, and e
Jesus.

that is written about the
the Gentiles; and he will

him, and on the third day he

what was said.

537 For | tell you,
filled in me, “And he was

is veupa, which literally m
translation ‘ghost’ represer
standing of the meaning o
context. In an unbelievably
a reaction would not be unu
miss-perception by affirmin
flesh and bones, even in hi
we have a glimpse into the
body. It was real, and remn

ing the marks of his exec
the disciples to prove for th
by touching him and close
word of affirmation gives u
of Jesus. He indeed came
subject to death. But this c

tis
to suffer and to rise from the de
repentance and forgiveness g
his name to all nations, begir

ng
pra
he
ec
sa\
stil

ah

Ay
ed”

had already been commun
Luke’s narrative a couple
back to 18:314 and 22:37.5
SC

—

I
en after the ascension of

__Somewhat unusual is

431 Then he took the twel
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything
So
will be accomplished. 32 For
be
spat upon. 33 After they hav

understood nothing about |all
he said was hidden from the

th
counted among the lawless’;
and indeed what is writtenlabout me is being fulfilled.”

eans ‘spirit.” The English
ts an interpretive under-
f the Greek word in this
superstitious world, such
sual. Jesus corrects their
g that he still possesses
s resurrected body. Thus
nature of his resurrection
1ained in continuity with
his death, even to bear-
ution. Jesus challenges
emselves that he is real
ely examining him. This
s hope as later followers
2 alive, and no longer is
pming to live produced a
of his existence.
written, that the Messiah is
ad on the third day, and that
f sins is to be proclaimed in
ning from Jerusalem. You
s. And see, | am sending
mised; so stay here in the
d with power from on high.”
tion, Jesus is continuing
, “These are my words that
| with you—that everything
Moses, the prophets, and
Jesus understood his
to be framed by the Old
reminded them that this
icated to them earlier. In
of markers to this reach
But this interpretation of
» radically different than
grown up believing that
nem to grasp until after

the reference to the
ve aside and said to them,

n of Man by the prophets
he will be handed over to
mocked and insulted and
e flogged him, they will Kill
vill rise again.” 34 But they
these things; in fact, what
m, and they did not grasp

is scripture must be ful-

Psalms along side
the law of Moses '« ' | :
and the prophets. === ll E
|.Howard Marshall = . .=

AES
S

(New International '
Greek Testament '
Commentary, i
Logos Systems). T \
notes: of

the NT are the 4|

Psalms (YoAudc, &

20:42; Acts 1:20; 4

13:33) named

alongside the law of Moses (2: 22) and the prophets

It is debatable whether the reference is simply to

the Psalms themselves as a primary source of mes-

sianic texts (Creed, 300f.) or to the ‘Writings’, i.e. the
third division of the OT danon here named after its
principal component. For the latter view cf. Philo,

Cont. 25 (Guvog); the three-fold division of the OT|

was in existence by this date (Sir. Pr.).

In order to help the disciples, Jesus “opened their
minds to understand the scriptures” (d11jvo1€ev aOT®OV
TOV VOOV T00 cuviéval Tag ypapdg). What did Jesus
do? Most likely the explanation of this lies in the
earlier comment of the two disciples at Emmaus in
verse 32: “They said to each|other, ‘Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ “ Jesus’ ex-
planation of the meaning of the OT scriptures created
understanding mixed with passion and excitement
over what was being learned. Additionally, in Acts
16:14 Luke will use the idiom “to open the heart” (o
kuptoc SiqvoiEev Ty kopdiav) to imply creating an
openness -- in this case -- to accept the words of
Paul about Christ.

What can we learn from this encounter of the res-
urrected Jesus with his disciples? Most importantly,
we carry from this episode a clear affirmation that
Jesus lives. He proved himself to unsure disciples
-- both then and now. Secondly, his resurrection body
continued his earthly identity but without the physical
limitations prior to his death. That becomes an im-
portant part of our hope for a resurrection body after
death. Third, his ministry, and in particular his death
and resurrection, are framed by God’s revelation in
the Old Testament scriptures. To be sure, under-
standing this necessitated clearing out the confu-
sion of the then current Jewish misunderstanding of
those texts. Often, Jesus comes to us and demands
a fresh approach to grasping God’s word to us in
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scriptures. But the key her
of those texts, not the curi
may think we see in them. T
is
mission ultimately involves
message of his resurrectio

We
OIS

up

Jesus through His Spirit

carried to all the world.

b. Jesus ascends

Greek NT
50 ’E&fyayev 8¢
avtovg [EEw] €wg mpog
BnOaviav, kol €ndpag tag
XElpag avbtol €0AGYNnoev
a0TOUG. 51 Kal EYEVETO €V
TQ €VAOYETV ADTOV AVTOVG
diéotn & abTGOV Kai &ve-
QEPETO €1 TOV 0VPAVOV,
52 Kal a0UTOL TPOCKUVI| 00
VTEGAVTOV UTECTPEYQV E1G
‘[EpOVCAANY UETA  XOPaG
ueydAng 53 kai foav did
mavtog €v T@ iep@d €vAo-

YOUVTEC TOV Ogdv.

Notes:

The chronology issue o
has already been explorec
ca
o¢
res
as Luke clearly indicates ir

section above. The
this event historically to
the forty day period of

Acts 1:6-11. Consideratio
fore a necessary part of
account.

Lk. 24:50-53 NRSV

50 Then he led them
out as far as Bethany,
and, lifting up his hands,
he blessed them. 51 While
he was blessing them, he
withdrew from them and
was carried up into heav-
en. 52 And they worshiped
him, and returned to Jeru-
salem with great joy; 53
and they were continu-
ally in the temple blessing
God.

. ) ’,r”

ur

e is Jesus’ interpretation
ous and novel ideas we
[he teaching presence of
essential. Fourth, Jesus
us as his disciples. The
n and salvation must be
> who have experienced
OOOOBOOOOOGIOOOOBO]
, VV. 50-53
NASB

50 And He led them
out as far as Bethany,
and He lifted up His
hands and blessed
them.51 While He was
blessing them, He part-
ed from them and was
carried up into heaven.
52 And they, after wor-
shiping Him, returned
to Jerusalem with great
joy, 53 and were contin-
ually in the temple prais-
ing God.

f the ascension narrative
i under the

nclusion reached is that
place toward the end of
surrection appearances,
1 his parallel narrative in
of the parallels is there-
derstanding the Gospel

Acts 1:6-11 NRSV

6 So when they had
come together, they asked
him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He
replied, ‘It is not for you
to know the times or pe-
riods that the Father has
set by his own authority. 8
But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Je-
rusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” 9 When he
had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up,

that resurrection life sta
share what we’ve experie
presence of the Heaver

nd
2N(
ly

mission being fulfilled. The [

it to pass, and has made
all Jesus’ followers.

DO

NRSV

50 Then he led them
out as far as Bethany,
and, lifting up his hands,
he blessed them. 51
While he was blessing
them, he withdrew from
them and was carried
up into heaven. 52 And
they worshiped him, and
returned to Jerusalem
with great joy; 53 and
they were continually
in the temple blessing
God.

As becomes clear
when looking at the texts
side by side, the later
Acts narrative is more
detailed. Luke in this ac-
count reveals his lack of
interest in precise spatial
reference since the “had
come together” refer-
ence alludes to meeting
in Jerusalem, but at the
end of the ascension
narrative “they returned

to Jerusalem from the moun

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’
connection between Be

th

—

Sj
the

as witnesses who must
ced. Finally, the promised
Father is critical to that
Day of Pentecost brought
at presence available to

OO

NLT

50 Then Jesus led
them to Bethany, and
lifting his hands to heav-
en, he blessed them. 51
While he was blessing
them, he left them and
was taken up to heaven.
52 So they worshiped
him and then returned
to Jerusalem filled with
great joy. 53 And they
spent all of their time
in the Temple, praising
God.

and a cloud took him out
of their sight. 10 While he
was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white
robes stood by them. 11
They said, “Men of Gali-
lee, why do you stand
looking up toward heav-
en? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in
the same way as you saw|
him go into heaven.”

called Olivet, which is near
oburney away” (v. 12). The
any and Olivet has also

been treated in the !nte i

What Jesus said and d
Luke than where he did
In the gospel, the e

na
d
it.

ve

on Jesus’ blessing and asc

spond first in worship an
in the temple in Jerusale
is fleshed out to include a
of God and Jesus’ comm
to the entire world. Whil

d t
m.
n
is
e

| History| section above.
s far more important to

t is shortened to focus
nsion. The disciples re-
en later in praise of God
But in Acts this skeleton
mphasis on the Kingdom
ion to carry his message
atching Jesus’ ascend,

the disciples are confronted by two angels reminding
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them of the second coming
return to Jerusalem and t¢
they had been staying (cf
the exclusive focus is on w
rather than dividing emphz
the disciples, as in the gos

For the Gospel account
the story of Jesus to a wond
tion brought Jesus from He
sion takes Jesus back to |
nature is affirmed at the b
of the story, as well as i
linked to his blessing of the
a0TOV arbTovg). His parting
to take care of and lead the
behind. As he ascended, t
fell to their knees in ador
worship (a0Tol TPOoKLYN
VTEC aUTOV...). Once he W
out of sight, they returned
Jerusalem where they con
ued praising God in the tem
in joyful celebration of Ch
(Roav d1d mavtodg &v T ie
gvAoyoDvteg TOV Bedv). T
END!

But not quite. For LU
had in mind from the outse
write a ‘volume 2’ that
trace the story of the
ment that Jesus left beh
in his ascension. In sett
the stage for tracing the f
three decades of the Christ
movement (appx. AD 30-
Luke retells the story of the
cension, but this time the st
has a different point to ma
Jesus’ departure is related
the promise of the coming
disciples had asked whet
establish that rule of God th
the time of establishment |
the Heavenly Father. Much
heavenly anointing with div
mission of being withesses
ultimately to all the world (A
Jesus disappears through a
angels affirm to the bewilde
will come again in the same
him leave. Mission as prepz

of Christ. They will then
» the upper room where
. Acts 1:12-13). In Acts

hat happened to Jesus,
asis between Jesus and
pel account.

Jesus’ ascension brings
erful climax. The incarna-
aven to earth; the ascen-
Heaven. Thus his divine
eginning and at the end
etween. His departure is
disciples (€v T® evAoyeTvV
prayer was for the Father
se whom he was leaving
ey
ng
00~

as i

to
tin-
ple
rist
P&
HE

ke
t to
uld
ve-
nd

J Kingdom of God. The
her Jesus was going to
en. But, he indicated that
ay solely in the hands of

more important was the
ne power to carry out the
5 to the gospel message
cts 1:8). In his departure,
cloud from sight, but two
ored disciples that Jesus
> way they have watched
aration for his return must

now stand on the front b

attention of the disciples

In these two narrati

urner, and will consume the
from this point forward.
ves we catch a glimpse of

Luke’s understanding of the ascension of Jesus.

He is the only NT writ
the event. The rest of t

the ascension in one way

theological interpretatio

er

he

to specifically describe
New Testament affirms
or another, and provides
n of its importance to early

Christian belief. Andrew Trotter (“Ascension of Jesus

Christ,”

aker’s Evangelig

al Dictionary of Biblica

heology|) provides a hel
perspective:

The New Testament authorg

event by connectingit to
cross, the high priestly m

pful summary of that diverse
theologically distinguish the
the atoning work of Jesus on the
inistry of the exalted Christ, the

regaining of Christ’s glor

the

of

andd

y with the Father, the sending of
Holy Spirit, the present power
Christ as ruler over all authorities
minions in heaven and earth,

and the fact that Jesus ascends for

the

i 4 In

ter
| glo
| inthe
his position of power and

au

thi
an

taking the form of a slave,

PR

tha
§ though he was in the form of God,
did
as something to be explq

benefit of his people.

his exaltation (to use Paul’s
m) Jesus returns to the
ry that he had left behind
incarnation. He resumes

thority at the right hand of

the Heaven Father. This in

ticipation of returning again
earth to establish the com-

plete reign of God and to claim
his
most eloquent celebration of

bride, the church. Paul’s

s can be found in his use of
ancient Christian hymn in

5-11]:
Let the same mind be in you
as in Christ Jesus, 6 who,

not regard equality with God
ited, 7 but emptied himself,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself

and became obedient to th

on a cross. 9 Therefore Ga

gave him the name that is

at the name of Jesus every

e point of death — even death
d also highly exalted him and
above every name, 10 so that
knee should bend, in heaven

and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue

should confess that Jesus
God the Father.

What can we learn fro

May we learn the humi
being with us, as He wa

Christ is Lord, to the glory of

the ascension of Jesus?
ity and confidence of God
ith Jesus, our Lord.
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Greek NT

36 TaOta d¢ avTQOV
AaAovvtwy altog €oTh
€V péow aUT@V Kol Aé-
YEL a0TOiG, Elprjv Luiv.
37 mtonfévteg 8¢ Kal
gupoPor yevouevor £86-
kouvv TveDua Bewpelv,
38 kol einev adToic, Ti
TETAPAYUEVOL £0TE Kol
dua ti drrhoyiopol Gva-
Batvovov €v tf] kapdiy
OUQV; 39 10eTe TG XETPAG
UoL Kol Tou¢ TTOdag pov
oTL €y gl adtdg Yn-
Aaprioaté ue kol 10ete,
0Tl Tvedpa OapKA Kal
O00Téx OUK €xel Kabwg
gue Bswpeite €xovra. 40
kal to0to einwv #de1-
Eev aUTOIC TAG XEIpAG
Kal Toug modac. 41 £t
d¢ dmoTouvVTWY ATV,
anod thg Xxapdc kKal Boav-
ualdvtwy ginev avToiC,
"Exeté T Ppidoiyov
¢v0d4de; 42 ol ¢ émédw-
Kav avt® 1x00og omtod
Uépog 43 kal AaPav
EVWOTILOV AUTOV EQPAYEV,
44 Eimev 8¢ mpog adTol,
0010t oi Adyot pov odg
EAGANCQ TPOG VUGS £T1
@v obv vulv, 6Tt Ol
mAnpwbival mavta T
YEYPOUUEVA €V TG VOUW
MwDo€wg Kal Toig TPo-
enTalg  Kal  PaAuoig
mepl €uod. 45 téte M-
voiev abT®OV TOV VoV
00 GUVIEVOL TAG YPO-
@dc 46 kal ginev aTOIQ
O0tt OUtwg  yéypamrtal
nabeiv TOV Xp1otov Kal
AVOOTAVAL €K VEKPQV
T Teitn NUépQ, 47 Kal
KknpuxOival émi T ovo-

NASB

36 While they were
telling these things, He
Himself stood in their
midst and said to them,
“Peace be to you.” 37
But they were startled
and frightened and
thought that they were
seeing a spirit. 38 And
He said to them, “Why
are you troubled, and
why do doubts arise in
your hearts? 39 “See
My hands and My feet,
that it is | Myself; touch
Me and see, for a spirit
does not have flesh and
bones as you see that
| have.” 40 And when
He had said this, He
showed them His hands
and His feet. 41 While
they still could not be-
lieve it because of their
joy and amazement, He
said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?”
42 They gave Him a
piece of a broiled fish;
43 and He took it and
ate it before them.

44 Now He said to
them, “These are My
words which | spoke to
you while | was still with
you, that all things which
are written about Me in
the Law of Moses and
the Prophets and the
Psalms mustbe fulfilled.”
45 Then He opened their
minds to understand
the Scriptures, 46 and
He said to them, “Thus
it is written, that the
Christ would suffer and
rise again from the
dead the third day, 47
and that repentance
for forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed

NRSV

36 While they were
talking about this, Jesus
himself stood among
them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” 37
They were startled and
terrified, and thought
that they were seeing
a ghost. 38 He said to
them, “Why are you
frightened, and why
do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39 Look at my
hands and my feet; see
that it is | myself. Touch
me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and
bones as you see that |
have.” 40 And when he
had said this, he showed
them his hands and his
feet. 41 While in their
joy they were disbeliev-
ing and still wondering,
he said to them, “Have
you anything here to
eat?” 42 They gave him
a piece of broiled fish,
43 and he took it and
ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to
them, “These are my
words that | spoke to
you while | was still with
you—that  everything
written about me in
the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.”
45 Then he opened their
minds to understand
the scriptures, 46 and
he said to them, “Thus
it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the
dead on the third day,
47 and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed
in his name to all

NLT

36 And just as they
were telling about it
Jesus himself was sud-
denly standing there
among them. “Peace
be with you,” he said.
37 But the whole group
was startled and fright-
ened, thinking they
were seeing a ghost!
38 “Why are you fright-
ened?” he asked. “Why
are your hearts filled
with doubt? 39 Look at
my hands. Look at my
feet. You can see that
it's really me. Touch me
and make sure that | am
not a ghost, because
ghosts don’t have bod-
ies, as you see that |
do.” 40 As he spoke, he
showed them his hands
and his feet.41 Still they
stood there in disbe-
lief, filled with joy and
wonder. Then he asked
them, “Do you have any-
thing here to eat?” 42
They gave him a piece
of broiled fish,43 and he
ate it as they watched.

44 Then he said,
“When | was with you
before, | told you that
everything written
about me in the law of
Moses and the prophets
and in the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45
Then he opened their
minds to understand
the Scriptures. 46 And
he said, “Yes, it was
written long ago that
the Messiah  would
suffer and die and rise
from the dead on the
third day. 47 It was also
written that this message
would be proclaimed
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1 mavtog év @ 1Ep®
g0A0YoDVTEG TOV OgdV.

in His name to all the
nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 “You
are witnesses of these
things. 49 “And behold,
| am sending forth the
promise of My Father
upon you; but you are to
stay in the city until you
are clothed with power
from on high.”

50 And He led them
out as far as Bethany,
and He lifted up His
hands and blessed
them.51 While He was
blessing  them, He
parted from them and
was carried up into
heaven. 52 And they,
after worshiping Him,
returned to Jerusalem
with great joy, 53 and
were continually in the
temple praising God.

nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 You
are witnesses of these
things. 49 And see, | am
sending upon you what
my Father promised; so
stay here in the city until
you have been clothed
with  power from on
high.”

50 Then he led them
out as far as Bethany,
and, lifting up his hands,
he blessed them. 51
While he was blessing
them, he withdrew from
them and was carried
up into heaven. 52 And
they worshiped him, and
returned to Jerusalem
with great joy; 53 and
they were continually
in the temple blessing
God.

in the authority of his
name to all the nations,
beginning in Jerusalem:
‘There is forgiveness of
sins for all who repent.
48 You are witnesses of
all these things. 49 “And
now | will send the Holy
Spirit, just as my Father
promised. But stay here
in the city until the Holy
Spirit comes and fills
you with power from
heaven.”

50 Then Jesus
led them to Bethany,
and lifting his hands
to heaven, he blessed
them. 51 While he was
blessing them, he left
them and was taken up
to heaven. 52 So they
worshiped him and then
returned to Jerusalem
filled with great joy. 53
And they spent all of
their time in the Temple,
praising God.

Page 14 of Lk. 24:36-53 Bible Study



=

36

37

38

39

40

41

Tadtx g

a0TOG €0TN

€V UEGW

Kal

—————— Aéyel adToig

124

3¢

ntonOévteg

Kal

gupoPor yevd
o Bewpelv.

€00KoLV TTVEDU

Kal
€lneV aUTolC,

Kol
TOUTO EIMW
€0e1€ev a0Tolg

3¢

én

ATOTOVVTWV

4mo TG

Kal
Bavpalévta
ginev avTOIC,
v

10€1

det

Ti tetapaypévor €ote

(o}

N

Y

KET

Kal
dua
1o\oytopol avaBaivovstv
v TN Kapdi

NAanoate ue

Greek N
VTV AdAOVVTWV

avT@OVv

Eiprivn vuiv.

uEVoL

[€ TOG XEIPAG OV Kol TOU
OTL &YW €lut aLTOC

Kol
&

G XETPAG Kol TOUG odac.

OTOV
pag

€ T1 Ppdotpov EvOade;

TL TveDUa OAPKA KAl 0T

(04

S

€l

odag pov

iagram

OUGV;

OUK ExEl

Kabwg ue Bewpeite Exovra.

ol

Page 15 of Lk. 24:36-53 Bible Study




10

11

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

¢

ol émédwkav ai

Kol

AaBwv éval

EQPayEV.

¢

Eirev mpog adt

tote

dijvor€ev avtd
100 GLVIEV

Kal
ginev a0To1C

CA

m-

OV

UE

TL.L.

DT 1xOV0G Omtod pépog

OV A0TAOV

G
OvTotL 01 AGyot pHov

0UG EAGA

€1

81

TOV VOOV

1 TAG ypagdg

OUtWw¢
YE)
naBelv Tov Xp1otov
Kal
AVaoTival
€K VEKPQOV
T} TPITN NUEPY,
Kal

KnpuxOfvat . . . uETdvola

€Ml TQ OVOpaTL AT
€1 mavta ta €0vn.

[ UAPTLPEG TOVTWV

Kal

[i100]

1) ATOOTEAAW TNV EMayye

£’ LUAG

apé

Nno
[l (
[l (¢

o0

00

A

P

o TTPOG VUGG
oV oLV DUV,

(TITO

V €1G AQESIV auapTidV

GueVoL &m0 TepOVCaAT U

av t0D TaTpdg Hov

del TANPWO vV TTdvTa T0

EYPAUUEVQ
£V T® VoUW MwUcEWS
Kal
TO1G TPOPNTALG
Kol
PAuoig
TEPL EUOD.

Page 16 of Lk. 24:36-53 Bible Study




50

12

13

51

14

52

15

53

16

=
=
m

o€

¢ kaBioate

€V Tf) TOAeL
£w¢ oL £vdlonode

€€ Vo

dvvapry.

3¢
"EERyayev abTovg
[E€w]

£w¢ Tpo¢ Brbaviav,

KOl

EMAPAG TAG XELPAG AOTOD

€0AOYN0EV AOTOUG.

Kal
EYEVETO

€V T® eVAOYET

V a0TOV a0TOUG

(6t1) éotn

XU AVTOV
Kal

---  QVEQEPETO

€1g TOV oVpaviv.

TPOCKUVACAVTEG AOTOV
a0TOlL ...OTEGTPEYAV

€i¢ TepovoaAnu

UETA XopaG LEYAANG

Kol

foav. . . ebAoyoDvreg TOV Ogbv.

1 TarvTog
eV TO 1Ep®

Page 17 of Lk. 24:36-53 Bible Study



This passage is clearly
From that perspective, twa
First (#s 1-11), Jesus a
ter with Jesus on the road
appearance occasions bot

and speaks (#2). The disci

fish (#7) and he eats it (#8
understanding of scripture
movement of thought from

Second (#s 12-16), Je
The disciples then return t
what God had done in the
and the response of the dis
implicit éti-clause defining
the ascent into the sky by

P
1--|
A--| b-------7
I
| e
|
| a-——-—---7
| |
| l--b------—1
.
eTi==]  @E======a
N
[ N R S
I 2--]
| | ity e
|
| leeeeiie——n
I
[ C 2. e
| |
| 3o i
|
| i i
| Do |
| R Nt ®=
. W
II- | W % ot
|
| 10 SR
B--|
22— ——— =

The thought flow inside s

himself (#4), shows them his

Semantic Diagram
3¢ (v. 36)
SRS s 1 Ao Act Ind 3 S
Kal
S e 2 Pres ACE LR@—tSemS
d¢ (v. 37)
e 3 Impert Act =Ffid 3T R
kol (v. 38)
——— Ty 4 2 5N®) ANSE -~ Amel P S
kol (vv. 39-40)
S 5 1 Ao Agie © mmel - I8
d¢ (v. 41)
R 6 2 Ao Ao Imel 3 8
d¢ (v. 42)
SPemommse 7 1 Ao Act Ind 3 P
kol (v. 43)
SPeemem=e 8 2 Ao Act Ind 3 S
¢ (v. 44)
et e 9 2 Ao Act Ind 3 S
téte (v. 45
e 10 1 Ao Act Ind 3 S
ko (v, 46)
Sreeeem=e Tl 2 Ao Act Ind 3 S
¢ (vv. 47-50)
RS S i Imperf Act Ind 3 S
Kail
— AL Lo 43 * A BCE  JEOCRCTNC
kod (v. 51)
o — s 14 2 Ao Dept Ind 3 S
kol (v. 52)
e s, 1."20 Act Ind 3 P
kol (v. 53)
=l tesnos 16 Imperf ——Sa Ind “YEEE=
Summary of Rhetorical Structure
twofold in nature. The narrative nature of the text lends itse
clearly defined scenes emerge
ppears to the disciples while they are discussing the report
to Emmaus (24:13-35). This was a location somewhere ins
h conversation and actions.
cene 1 moves from Jesus to the disciples and back to J
ples respond supposing they have seen a ghost (#3). Jesus
hands and feet (#5), and speaks again (#6). The discip
). Once more Jesus speaks to them explaining himself (#9);
(#10), and speaks more words of explanation (#11). So
one point to another.
sus led the disciples out of Jerusalem to Bethany where
o0 Jerusalem celebrating and praising God. They spend tim
life of Jesus. This scene 2 now in Bethany revolves arour
sciples (#s. 15-16). Core statement 14 is structured in the id
in more prominent manner the divine ascent. This highlig
Jesus.
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