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This final study of the book of Joel covers the 
last chapter, which is designated chapter three in 
the Latin Vulgate and thus the English Bible. But 
in both the Hebrew and Greek texts it is chapter 
four. The verse numbering is the same, but the 
chapter divisions are different because of the 
decision made by the Vulgate translator Jerome 
in the fourth century AD. 

Once again the prophet swirls the past and 
the future into a single event with his skillful use 
of apocalyptic language. He paints a marvelous 
picture of what “That Day” will be like when the 
Lord returns in both judgment and blessing. It is 
both frightening and positively wonderful at the 
same time. He picks up some prophetic motifs 
that had been in circulation for several centuries, 
in particular the “judgment against the nations” 
first set forth in the eighth century by Amos. Rel-
evant elements are incorporated into his vision 
of the coming Day of the Lord. 

In the New Testament, three writers saw applicable principles in this final chap-
ter of Joel in their use of four verses in Joel 3(4):13, 15, 18, 19. 

Joel 3(4):13 <== Mk. 4:29; Rev 14:15, 18, 19 
Joel 3(4):15 <== Mt. 24:29; Mk. 13:24 
Joel 3(4):18 <== Jn. 7:38 
Joel 3(4):19 <== Mt. 23:35; Rev. 11:8 

This is significantly different from the use of chapter two (three, LXX/Heb) where 
2:1-5 is the only passage used, but is used in ten different NT references in some 
way or another. Again, this highlights the role that the prophecy of Joel played in 
early Christianity, and can also play in our contemporary Christian perspectives. 

http://cranfordville.com
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I. Context 
The importance of the contextual issues can not be understated, especially for this final chapter of 

Joel. Since a detailed discussion of this was given in the first study of chapter one, only a summary will be 
provided here. New material will be provided as it is relevant to the ideas in chapter three. 

 a. Historical 
External History.  Although many OT schol-

ars differ widely on the time and date of Joel’s minis-
try, most all will agree that it was targeting the resi-
dents of Jerusalem and the region of Judah in south-
ern Palestine. The time range of possible dates var-
ies from Joel being among the first of the eighth cen-
tury prophets at the same time, or perhaps preced-
ing, that of Isaiah and Micah, to the fourth century 
BCE after the Israelites have been allowed to return 
to their homeland by the Persian rulers of the old 
Babylonian Empire. The time markers inside the 
book are so scattered and ambiguous that no abso-
lute time period can be nailed down. For me, those 
markers point more to the late period rather than to 
the early period. Thus the study works off the as-
sumption of Joel speaking to the postexilic Israelites 
in the process of attempting to rebuild their country 
after decades of devastation from the Babylonian 
invasions from 597 to 583 BCE. Almost two centu-
ries had passed and the land was still trying to re-
cover. Joel’s divine commission was to challenge 
the people to walk closely with their God and to re-
tain their hope in Him as they anticipated better days 
to come. 

Internal History. 
The place markers in 
chapter three revolve 
mostly around refer-
ences to Jerusalem 
and the surrounding 
region of Judah. One 
curious reference 
that is not entirely 
clear is “the valley of 
Jehoshaphat” (vv. 2, 
12). This appears to 
be a possible refer-
ence to Kidron which 
ran by the east wall 
of the ancient city of 
Jerusalem. But most 
modern commenta-
tors are convinced 
that it is intended as 
a symbolic refer-
ence. Elizabeth 

Achtemeier (New Interpreter’s Bible, iPreach) pro-
vides a helpful summation: 

God will, in lordly power over them, gather all nations 
together and bring them down to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat and go to court with them there (v. 2). 
The name “Jehoshaphat” means “Jah (a shortened form 
of Jahweh) judges” and is intended to be symbolic, 
since there is no valley by that name in Palestine. It 
cannot be identified with the Valley of Beracah, where 
King Jehoshaphat won a victory (2 Chr 20:20-28), nor 
is it the Valley of Gehinnon (Jer 7:31-32). From the 
fourth century on, it was identified with the Kidron Val-
ley, but that is a narrow wadi and not a plain. Thus the 
Targum and Theodotian are correct when they read 
“the plain of judicial decision” and “the country of judg-
ment” respectively, inserting the meaning of the name 
into the text. In the coming day of the Lord, the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat is the symbolic name for the place 
where God will judge all nations. 

This is somewhat confirmed by the designation of 
the same location as the “valley of decision” in v. 14. 

Other place markers reach out to surrounding 
nations, including the Philistine cities of Tyre and 
Sidon on the Mediterranean coast (cf. # 1 on map on 

following page). In the single occurrence in the entire 
OT, reference is made of Hebrew slaves be-
ing carried as far away as ancient Greece (v. 
6). This may possibly point to a late date for 
the book, although it is not decisive. 
Reference is also made to the Sabeans (v. 

8). Roger Boraas (Harper’s Dictionary of the 
Bible, Logos Systems) provides a helpful 
summary of these ancient people (cf. # 2 on 

map on following page): 
Seba, Sabeans (seebah), (sah-bee«uhnz; KJV: 

‘Saba,’ ‘Sabeans’), a place mentioned four times 
and a people mentioned three times in the biblical 
text. Job 1:15 identifies the destroyers of his family 
as Sabeans. Isaiah sees the Sabeans as one of 
several nations God gave as a ransom for Israel 
(43:3). They were also a source of wealth (45:14), 
together with Egypt and Ethiopia. In Joel 3:8 they 
are described as a ‘nation far off’ in Joel’s threat 
that they will buy Phoenician and Philistine slaves 
from Judah. Gen. 10:7 catalogs Seba as a son of 
Cush, together with Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and 
Sabteca, as does 1 Chron. 1:9. Kings from Seba 
were mentioned together with those of Sheba and 

http://cranfordville.com/Cranfordville/Joel1_1-20SSLess.pdf
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Tarshish as bringing tribute and gifts (Ps. 
72:10) to Israel’s king. Their definition as a 
distant wealthy source of riches seems clear. 
The precise location is not evident from bibli-
cal sources. 

From the evidence of archaeological work 
begun in 1762 and continuing to this day, 
with studies not only of sites, but of inscrip-
tions coming to light in increasing numbers, 
it is clear that the Sabeans occupied the 
portion of southwest Arabia that is today the 
land of Yemen. It was comparatively well 
watered and fertile but the resources were 
augmented by extensive irrigation facilities 
(as at Marib). The Sabeans’ location was also 
fortunate for trade development. They could 
capitalize on traffic in myrrh and frankincense 
through the land caravan route running north 
up the Hijaz, the coastal plain that lies at the 
eastern shore of the Red Sea. Their exten-
sive trade in gold and precious stones was 
known to the biblical writers (see also Isa. 
60:6; Jer. 6:20; Ezek. 27:22-23, where Sheba 
occurs as the Hebrew spelling of the South 
Arabic name Saba). Their territorial controls 
fluctuated, but included at times the port of 
Aden where contacts with shipments of 
goods from India as well as Africa were made. 
Sabean ships ranged to Africa and India, con-
tributing both to the variety of trade goods 
and to the wealth of the exchanges flowing 
into Sabean resources. 

Also in that southerly direction from Judah mention 
is made of Edom (cf. # 3 on map) and of Egypt (cf. # 4 on 

map). The final place designation is the Wadi Shittim 
mentioned in verse 18. Achtemeier (NIB, iPreach) 
suggests “the valley of Shittim (i.e. Acacia Valley), which 
is probably the Wadi en-Nar, the continuation of the Kidron 
Valley in the direction of the Dead Sea.” Douglas Stuart 
(Word Biblical Commentary, Logos Systems) sug-
gests that “the ‘streambed of acacias’ (<yf?h ljn) is 
unique and perhaps represents a known, especially dry 
wadi near Jerusalem. (Acacias can grow in remarkably 
dry, barren places.)” What is clear from the context is 
that this streambed was located near Jerusalem and 
needed lots of water for crops to grow on the fertile 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

soil around it. 
The time markers point mainly to a future judg-

ment of the nations and the subsequent blessing of 
Judah and Jerusalem. Those who have abused the 
Israelites in some way in the past will be called to 
account. And the promised blessings on Judah will 
take on supernatural proportions as a consequence 
of God rectifying these wrongs. Again, apocalyptic 
language plays a dominating role in Joel’s painting 
of this glorious day coming down the road. This lan-
guage provides the basis for New Testament writ-
ers to project this glorious picture into a distant fu-
ture connected with the return of Jesus as the Son 
of Man at the end of human history. 

 b. Literary 
Genre. The issues of literary patterns in 

chapter three are similar to those in chapter two, 
except that the first eight verses follow a prose style, 
and the poetic prophetic oracle pattern begins with 
verse nine and continues to the end of the chapter. 
Most of the parallelism in vv. 9-21 revolves around 
either synonymous or step parallels. That is, the 

second line either repeats the idea of the first line for 
emphasis purposes. Or, the second line advances 
the idea of the first line. This is consistent with the 
forms of parallelism in the previous two chapters. 

The apocalyptic language and imagery that was 
prominent in chapter two continues in chapter three, 
and in some ways intensifies with the even more 
dramatic emphasis on the future Day of the Lord. 
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An additional motif that is common in Hebrew 
prophetic oracles and is moving toward legitimate 
identification as a literary genre surfaces here. Joel 
picks up on the “judgment against the nations” con-
cept first begun with Amos almost two centuries 
before our prophet ministered. In modern biblical 
studies this form is commonly designated as 
“oracles against the nations.” This material exists 
in Amos 1-2, Isaiah 13-23, Jeremiah 46-51, Ezekiel 
25-32, and the books of Nahum and Obadiah. 
Smaller segments surface in Zeph. 2:5-15, Joel 3 
and a few other places. 

Typically, this material will speak of a day when 
God will punish the various nations adjacent to Is-
rael for their abuse of the covenant people. Some-
times, as is the case in the major prophets named 
above, the details of abuse and punishment are quite 
specific. Sometimes, as with Joel, the charges are 
fairly general and the punishment is not spelled out 
as precisely. 

One important theological perspective is the as-
sumption by the prophets that God controls the des-
tinies of other nations beyond His covenant people 
Israel. Early in Israel’s history the tendency was to 
see God as concerned only with His covenant people. 
He was sufficiently powerful to protect them and the 
promised land from outside invaders. But with the 
prophets came a larger view of God as One who 
governed all nations and held all nations account-
able to Him. 

In many instances, the oracles against the na-
tions is but a prelude to the pronouncement of divine 
wrath on the Israelites for their disobedience. But 

Joel does not follow that part of the pattern. Instead, 
he moves from a summons of the nations to judg-
ment to the blessing of God upon His people, which 
builds off the prophetic concept of a remnant found 
in most of the the later Hebrew prophets. 

Literary Setting. The numbering difference was 
discussed in the study of chapter two, but will be 
mentioned here to avoid confusion when checking 
commentaries etc. What is identified in Hebrew and 
Greek texts as chapter four of Joel is listed in the 
Latin Vulgate and subsequently the English Bible as 
chapter three. Thus passages from Joel chapter 
three will sometimes be listed in one of two ways: 
first, 3:1-5 [4:1-5], or second 4:1-5 [3:1-5]. The sec-
ond way is more common. The verse numbers are 
the same, just the chapter listing is different. 

The Day of the Lord motif continues as the cen-
tral theme of chapter three. With dramatic language 
this day is pictured a day of judgment (vv. 1-3), a trial 
in the valley of Jehoshaphat where the Lord will sit in 
judgment on “all the neighboring nations” of Judah 
(v. 12). When He comes to judgment, God will “roar” 
like a lion so that even the heavens and earth tremble 
in fear at the sound of His voice (v. 16). But that di-
vine judgment will be a comfort to the people of God, 
for it will usher in an era of marvelous blessing from 
God (vv. 18-21). God will purge His land of all foreign 
elements permanently (v. 17). His judgment will es-
tablish His presence in Jerusalem forever (v. 17). 
Thus, for the prophet Joel this anticipation of the 
coming day of the Lord was a central aspect of his 
message of both warning and hope to his audience. 

II. Message 
Literary Structure. Unpacking the organization of the prophet’s thinking in chapter three is rather 

challenging in the details. In general it is clear. The discussion of the Day of the Lord revolves around the 
theme of judgment upon the nations (vv. 1-16), and what that will mean to His people (vv. 17-21). The final 
verses, vv. 19-21, return to the theme of judgment but mainly to paint a backdrop for highlighting divine 
blessing on Judah and Jerusalem. 

We will follow this twofold emphasis on the Day of the Lord in our study of this final chapter of Joel. This 
adopts much of the understanding of Douglas Stuart (WBC, Logos Systems) about the literary structure in 
this chapter: 

Chap. 4 consists of a group of restoration promises, all of which in one way or another give reassurance that 
Israel’s enemies will be dispensed with so that Israel (Judah and Jerusalem) may have peace. In a general sense, 
then, the form is that of the oracle against foreign nations found so routinely in the prophetic books. But this type 
of oracle functions here especially in fulfillment of the restoration blessing of power over enemies (type 9) and has 
a distinctly eschatological ring throughout. 

That the chapter is a new pericope follows both from its elaborate introductory formula (“In those days, at that 
time”) and its shift of topic from spiritual filling (3:1–5 [2:28–32]) to the unstoppable process of judging Israel’s foes 
(from 4:2 [3:2] to 4:21 [3:21]). 

Two subsections are evident (vv 1–16: judgment in the Valley of Jehoshaphat/verdict; and vv 17–21: re-inhab-
ited, happy Jerusalem), but beyond these the overall integration of themes and wordings that characterizes the 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T599


Page 5 of Joel 3:1-21 Bible Study 

book as a whole prevents further delineation. Vv 4–8, because they are prose and mention by name certain foreign 
regions/peoples (Tyre, Sidon, Philistia, Greece, Sabeans [but see note 8.a*]), are often identified as a separate 
oracle, though needlessly. The poetry-prose-poetry format of vv 1–16 has parallels both within the book (2:18 ff.) and 
outside of it (e.g. Amos 7). Moreover, 4:2–3 concerns itself with trading in captured, enslaved Israelites, which is 
exactly what vv 4–8 is responding to and embellishing. 
Again, because of the poetic structure of most of the content of the text we will use the modified way of 

presenting the text material. 

 a. Judgment, vv. 1-16 

NASB 
1 "For behold, in those days and 
at that time, When I restore the 
fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 
2 I will gather all the nations And 
bring them down to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into 
judgment with them there On be-
half of My people and My inherit-
ance, Israel, Whom they have scat-
tered among the nations; And they 
have divided up My land. 3 "They 
have also cast lots for My people, 
Traded a boy for a harlot And sold 
a girl for wine that they may drink. 

4 "Moreover, what are you to 
Me, O Tyre, Sidon and all the re-
gions of Philistia? Are you render-
ing Me a recompense? But if you 
do recompense Me, swiftly and 
speedily I will return your recom-
pense on your head. 5 "Since you 
have taken My silver and My gold, 
brought My precious treasures to 
your temples, 6 and sold the sons 
of Judah and Jerusalem to the 
Greeks in order to remove them 
far from their territory, 7 behold, I 
am going to arouse them from the 
place where you have sold them, 
and return your recompense on 
your head. 8 "Also I will sell your 
sons and your daughters into the 
hand of the sons of Judah, and 
they will sell them to the Sabeans, 
to a distant nation," for the LORD 
has spoken. 

9 Proclaim this among the 
nations: 

Prepare a war; 
rouse the mighty men! 

NRSV 
1 For then, in those days and at 
that time, when I restore the for-
tunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I 
will gather all the nations and bring 
them down to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, and I will enter into 
judgment with them there, on ac-
count of my people and my heri-
tage Israel, because they have 
scattered them among the na-
tions. They have divided my land, 
3 and cast lots for my people, and 
traded boys for prostitutes, and 
sold girls for wine, and drunk it 
down. 

4 What are you to me, O Tyre 
and Sidon, and all the regions of 
Philistia? Are you paying me back 
for something? If you are paying 
me back, I will turn your deeds 
back upon your own heads swiftly 
and speedily. 5 For you have taken 
my silver and my gold, and have 
carried my rich treasures into your 
temples. 6 You have sold the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem to 
the Greeks, removing them far 
from their own border. 7 But now I 
will rouse them to leave the places 
to which you have sold them, and 
I will turn your deeds back upon 
your own heads. 8 I will sell your 
sons and your daughters into the 
hand of the people of Judah, and 
they will sell them to the Sabeans, 
to a nation far away; for the Lord 
has spoken. 

9 Proclaim this among the 
nations: 

Prepare war, 

NLT 
1 "At that time, when I restore the 
prosperity of Judah and Jerusa-
lem," says the LORD, 2 "I will 
gather the armies of the world into 
the valley of Jehoshaphat. F6 
There I will judge them for harm-
ing my people, for scattering my 
inheritance among the nations, 
and for dividing up my land. 3 They 
cast lots to decide which of my 
people would be their slaves. They 
traded young boys for prostitutes 
and little girls for enough wine to 
get drunk. 

4 "What do you have against 
me, Tyre and Sidon and you cit-
ies of Philistia? Are you trying to 
take revenge on me? If you are, 
then watch out! I will strike swiftly 
and pay you back for everything 
you have done. 5 You have taken 
my silver and gold and all my pre-
cious treasures, and you have 
carried them off to your pagan 
temples. 6 You have sold the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem to 
the Greeks, who took them far 
from their homeland. 7 But I will 
bring them back again from all 
these places to which you sold 
them, and I will pay you back for 
all you have done. 8 I will sell your 
sons and daughters to the people 
of Judah, and they will sell them 
to the peoples of Arabia, a nation 
far away. I, the LORD, have spo-
ken!" 

9 Say to the nations far and 
wide: 

"Get ready for war! 
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Let all the soldiers draw 
near, 

let them come up! 
10 Beat your plowshares into 

swords 
And your pruning hooks 

into spears; 
Let the weak say, "I am a 

mighty man." 

11 Hasten and come, all you 
surrounding nations, 

And gather yourselves 
there. 

Bring down, O LORD, Your 
mighty ones. 

12 Let the nations be aroused 
And come up to the 

valley of 
Jehoshaphat, 

For there I will sit to judge 
All the surrounding 

nations. 

13 Put in the sickle, 
for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, tread, 
for the wine press is full; 

The vats overflow, 
for their wickedness is 

great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes 
in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the LORD is 
near 

in the valley of decision. 
15 The sun and moon grow 

dark 
And the stars lose their 

brightness. 

16 The LORD roars from Zion 
And utters His voice from 

Jerusalem, 
And the heavens and the 

earth tremble. 
But the LORD is a refuge for 

His people 
And a stronghold to the 

sons of Israel. 

stir up the warriors. 
Let all the soldiers draw near, 

let them come up. 
10 Beat your plowshares into 

swords, 
and your pruning hooks 

into spears; 
let the weakling say, "I am a 

warrior." 

11 Come quickly, 
all you nations all around, 
gather yourselves there. 

Bring down your warriors, O 
Lord. 

12 Let the nations rouse them-
selves, 

and come up to the valley 
of Jehoshaphat; 

for there I will sit to judge 
all the neighboring na-

tions. 

13 Put in the sickle, 
for the harvest is ripe. 

Go in, tread, 
for the wine press is full. 

The vats overflow, 
for their wickedness is 

great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes, 
in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the Lord is 
near 

in the valley of decision. 
15 The sun and the moon are 

darkened, 
and the stars withdraw 

their shining. 

16 The Lord roars from Zion, 
and utters his voice from 

Jerusalem, 
and the heavens and the 

earth shake. 
But the Lord is a refuge for 

his people, 
a stronghold for the 

people of Israel. 

Call out your best war-
riors! 

Let all your fighting men 
advance 

for the attack! 
10 Beat your plowshares into 

swords 
and your pruning hooks 

into spears. 
Train even your weaklings to 

be warriors. 

11 Come quickly, 
all you nations every-

where! 
Gather together in the 

valley. 
"And now, O LORD, 

call out your warriors! 
12 "Let the nations be called to 

arms. 
Let them march to the 

valley of 
Jehoshaphat. 

There I, the LORD, will sit to 
pronounce judgment 

on them all. 

13 Now let the sickle do its 
work, 

for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, tread the winepress 

because it is full. 
The storage vats are over-

flowing 
with the wickedness of 

these people." 

14 Thousands upon thousands 
are waiting 

in the valley of decision. 
It is there that the day of the 

LORD will soon 
arrive. 

15 The sun and moon will grow 
dark, 

and the stars will no 
longer shine. 

16 The LORD's voice will roar 
from Zion 
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and thunder from Jerusalem, 
and the earth and heavens 

will begin to shake. 
But to his people of Israel, the 

LORD will be a welcom-
ing refuge 

and a strong fortress. 

Notes: 
One of the first issues to be addressed is the literary form of 

verses 1-8. The NRSV translators considered all of the verses to be 
prose rather than poetry, and so translated them. But not all OT com-
mentators and translators agree with this. In the Hebrew text, the 
prose material is unquestionably found in verses 4-7, but difference 
of opinion exists over the first three verses. The New International 
Version will reflect a poetic (vv. 1-3) then prose view (vv. 4-8).  A prose 
introduction in is clearly given with “For then, in those 

days and at that time...” (ayhi_h; t[eäb’W hM’heÞh’ ~ymiîY”B; 
hNE±hi yKiª ). But whether prose or poetic expression 

follows is debated by the scholars. We have adopted 
the NRSV position in considering all of verses 1-8 
as prose. 

The first set, vv. 1-3, contain God’s declaration 
of an coming trial in which He plans on convicting 
the nations around Israel for their abuse of His cov-
enant people. The declaration is twofold: 1) “I will re-
store the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,” and 2) “I will 
enter into judgment with them” (i.e., the neighboring na-
tions). In the unfolding content these two themes are 
presented in reverse order. First, the charges against 
the nations are presented, vv. 2b-15. A transition 
passage occurs affirming God’s power, v. 16. Then 
the restoration of the fortunes of Judah and Jerusa-
lem are presented, vv. 17-21. 

But these two concepts are inseparably linked; 
Israel’s restoration is in large part dependent upon 
divine punishment of its abusers. The typical OT 
sense of justice prevails. Wrong doing demands 
retribution and God is the only one powerful enough 
to do it justly and with superior power. Thus the 
prophet holds out hope to the suffering Israelites that 
God will indeed come to their rescue. 

God’s judgment on the nations is based on their 
abuse of His people. What are His charges against 
them? 

They are initially stated in general terms: “because 
they [the nations] have scattered them [the Israelites] 
among the nations. They have divided my land, and cast 
lots for my people, and traded boys for prostitutes, and 
sold girls for wine, and drunk it down.” (vv. 2b-3) The 
heart of the charge is a scattering of the Israelites 
among other peoples and a dividing up of the Land 
of Promise. The moral degeneration of this is high-
lighted with the slave trading of young Israelite boys 
and girls. They have been sold for prostitutes and 
wine for immoral partying. 

Theologically the perspective set forth here is 
basic to the rest of the Old Testament. The land and 
the Israelite people are God’s possessions. No one 

else has any claim to either. Thus for these nations 
to invade and occupy the land and to capture the 
people represents stealing God’s possessions. Thus 
God will take the necessary measures to reclaim 
what belongs to Him. And He will severely punish 
those who have done these deeds. 

The charges become more specific in vv. 4-8 
where the Philistine towns of Tyre and Sidon are 
singled out. But one should be cautious of attempt-
ing to reading indications of dating into this. More 
likely, the Philistines stand as examples of the kind 
of abuse dished out on the Israelites over the centu-
ries. All through their existence on the eastern Medi-
terranean costal plains they were traders and slave 
trade was a major business bringing substantial 
wealth to the towns of Tyre and Sidon. The Assyrian 
invasions in the middle 700s that destroyed the North-
ern Kingdom brought substantial destruction to them 
also, as did the Babylonian invasions in the early 
500s. The punishment alluded to in these verses is 
the “eye for an eye” Lex talionis principle first set 
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forth in the Torah, as described by Joe M. Sprinkle 
(“Law,” Bakers Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical The-
ology

Bakers Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical The-
ology): 

An important law is the lex talionis, "life for life, eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth" (Exod 21:22-25; Lev 24:19-20; 
Deut 19:15-21), which is sometimes misunderstood 
as a barbaric justification of personal vengeance and 
maiming. On the contrary, it expresses the just prin-
ciple that judicial punishments should fit the crime, 
thereby limiting permissible punishment. One who is 
responsible for the loss of another's eye deserves, in 
principle, to give up his own eye. 

God’s justice means that the punishment fits the 
crime, even in His dispensing of judgment. These 
Philistines had sold Israel’s children into slavery; now 
they would experience the same thing with their sons 
and daughters. 

But the divine judgment here looks to a more 
complete day of destruction upon these peoples than 
had happened with the Assyrians and Babylonians. 
And they are but one segment of “all the nations.” 
Israel’s neighbors over the centuries of their exist-
ence are called to this “valley of decision” (v. 14) for 
God’s judgment. 

With the resumption of the prophetic oracle ex-
pression in verse nine, the scene quickly shifts to 
the Day of the Lord in judgment of the nations in the 
valley of Jehoshaphat. The nations are summoned 
to the valley prepared to do battle, howbeit an utterly 
useless battle against the Lord (vv. 9-12). As the 
armies gather 
the sun and 
moon are dark-
ened and the 
stars quit shin-
ing. Then God 
steps forth on 
Mt. Zion and 
thunderously 
roars like a rul-
ing lion utterly 
overwhelming 
not just these 
armies, but 
even the heav-
ens them-
selves. Utter destruction is unleashed on these abus-
ers of God’s people. 

But God’s people find in this utterly powerful God 
a refuge and shelter. These humanly powerful armies 
melt into nothingness up against the Lord God. 

Wow! What a powerful scene projecting the ulti-
mate triumph of our God over all enemies of His 

people. For the struggling postexilic Israelites at-
tempting to put a nation back together after the dev-
astation of destructive armies over a long period of 
time this message of the prophet came through as 
a burst of hopeful sunshine. God had not forgotten 
His people. Evil as expressed by Israel’s neighbors 
over the centuries would not escape the wrath of 
God. For long periods it had seemed as though God’s 
wrath had been exclusively focused upon the cho-
sen people themselves as they had witnessed the 
complete destruction of the Land of Promise by out-
sider invasion. But hadn’t the prophet Amos spoken 
of a faithful remnant that God would raise up from 
the ashes of destruction (Amos 9:14-15)? Now cen-
turies later God’s prophet Joel stood to amplify and 
enlarge that promise given centuries before to the 
people of the northern kingdom. But after God had 
purged His people, He was ready to bless those who 
remained and were faithful. 

Out of this basic principle of God’s righteous-
ness and justice in judgment comes the New Testa-
ment concept of final judgment of all humanity. For 
those outside the children of God through Christ this 
wrath in judgment will be overwhelming and total. 
But it will be based on God’s justice flowing out of 
the principle of lex talionis, the destruction of eternal 
damnation will fit the crime of sinful rebellion and 
abuse of Christ and the new people of God in the 
New Covenant established in Christ. In that judg-

ment God’s people take refuge 
and shelter. God will avenge their 
suffering and hardship at the 
hands of pagans. Evil will not pre-
vail, even though it seems to at 
times. 

Joel looks to a Day of the Lord 
in judgment. This day will be ulti-
mately and completely realized 
when Christ comes again to 
judge the nations. The apocalyp-
tic language of Joel in prophet 
oracle flows into more dramatic 
apocalyptic expression in Rev-
elation chapter four and follow-
ing, which reaches one climatic 
moment in 18:9-10: 

9 And the kings of the earth, who committed fornica-
tion and lived in luxury with her [Babylon], will weep 
and wail over her when they see the smoke of her 
burning; 10 they will stand far off, in fear of her tor-
ment, and say, 

"Alas, alas, the great city, 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T424
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Babylon, the mighty city! 
For in one hour your judgment has come." 

But they will not escape God’s wrath either, as Rev. 
6:15-17 asserts: 

15 Then the kings of the earth and the magnates and 
the generals and the rich and the powerful, and every-
one, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the 
rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains 
and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of the 
one seated on the throne and from the wrath of the 

Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?" 

Our response both now and on that day, for we will 
be there to witness it, is that of the twenty-four el-
ders (Rev. 4:11): 

"You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created." 

 b. Blessing, vv. 17-21 

NASB 
17 Then you will know that I am 

the LORD your God, 
Dwelling in Zion, My holy 

mountain. 
So Jerusalem will be holy, 

And strangers will pass 
through it no more. 

18 And in that day 
The mountains will drip with 

sweet wine, 
And the hills will flow with 

milk, 
And all the brooks of Judah 

will flow with water; 
And a spring will go out from 

the house of the 
LORD 

To water the valley of 
Shittim. 

19 Egypt will become a waste, 
And Edom will become a 

desolate wilderness, 
Because of the violence 

done to the sons of 
Judah, 

In whose land they have 
shed innocent blood. 

20 But Judah will be inhabited 
forever 

And Jerusalem for all 
generations. 

21  And I will avenge their blood 
which I have not 
avenged, 

For the LORD dwells in 
Zion. 

NRSV 
17 So you shall know that I, the 
Lord your God, 

dwell in Zion, my holy 
mountain. 

And Jerusalem shall be holy, 
and strangers shall never 

again pass through it. 

18 In that day 
the mountains shall drip 

sweet wine, 
the hills shall flow with 

milk, 
and all the stream beds of 

Judah 
shall flow with water; 

a fountain shall come forth 
from the house of the 
Lord 

and water the Wadi 
Shittim. 

19 Egypt shall become a desola-
tion 

and Edom a desolate 
wilderness, 

because of the violence done 
to the people of 
Judah, 

in whose land they have 
shed innocent blood. 

20 But Judah shall be inhabited 
forever, 

and Jerusalem to all 
generations. 

21 I will avenge their blood, and I 
will not clear the 
guilty, 

for the Lord dwells in 
Zion. 

NLT 
17 "Then you will know that I, the 

LORD your God, 
live in Zion, my holy 

mountain. 
Jerusalem will be holy for-

ever, 
and foreign armies will 

never conquer her 
again. 

18 In that day 
the mountains will drip with 

sweet wine, 
and the hills will flow with 

milk. 
Water will fill the dry stream-

beds of Judah, 
and a fountain will burst forth 

from the LORD's 
Temple, 

watering the arid valley of 
acacias. 

19 Egypt will become a waste-
land 

and Edom a wilderness, 
because they attacked Judah 

and killed her inno-
cent people. 

20 "But Judah will remain 
forever, 

and Jerusalem will 
endure through all 
future generations. 

21 I will pardon my people's 
crimes, 

which I have not yet 
pardoned; 

and I, the LORD, will make 
my home in Jerusa-
lem with my people." 
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Notes: 
These final five verses stress 1) God’s presence 

(v. 17), 2) His agricultural blessing (v. 18), and 3) His 
vindication of His people (vv. 19-21). 

1) God’s presence (v. 17). When life becomes 
chaotic, especially from war and violence, the search 
for an anchor point becomes all the more crucial. 
For ancient Israel, as well as for us today, that pole 
of stability around which we can wrap our lives is 
God. For Israel came the word: 

So you shall know that I, the Lord your God, 
dwell in Zion, my holy mountain. 

And Jerusalem shall be holy, 
and strangers shall never again pass through it. 

For them, one spot in a corrupt world was Jerusa-
lem, a holy mountain where God dwelt. The prom-
ise: the corrupting foreigners who invaded and de-
stroyed with their corrupting presence would never 
again pass through that city. 

By no accident the 
New Testament writers 
pick up this motif and 
project a future new 
Jerusalem, the heavenly 
one as the ultimate pres-
ence of God and His 
people. 

Rev. 21:1-4 (NRSV): 
1 Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth; 
for the first heaven and 
the first earth had 
passed away, and the 
sea was no more. 2 And 
I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne 
saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He 
will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and cry-
ing and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away." 

Rev. 21:10-27 (NRSV): 
10 And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high 
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem com-
ing down out of heaven from God. 11 It has the glory of 
God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, 
clear as crystal. 12 It has a great, high wall with twelve 

gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates 
are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of the 
Israelites; 13 on the east three gates, on the north 
three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west 
three gates. 14 And the wall of the city has twelve 
foundations, and on them are the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 The angel who talked 
to me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city 
and its gates and walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, 
its length the same as its width; and he measured the 
city with his rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and 
width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its 
wall, one hundred forty-four cubits by human measure-
ment, which the angel was using. 18 The wall is built 
of jasper, while the city is pure gold, clear as glass. 19 
The foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with 
every jewel; the first was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, 
the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth 
beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the elev-
enth jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve 

gates are twelve pearls, each of the gates 
is a single pearl, and the street of the city 
is pure gold, transparent as glass. 22 I 
saw no temple in the city, for its temple is 
the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
23 And the city has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 
The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into 
it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day, 
and there will be no night there. 26 People 
will bring into it the glory and the honor of 
the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will 
enter it, nor anyone who practices abomi-
nation or falsehood, but only those who 
are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
If one has ever lived in a highly cor-
rupted and violence plagued city, ap-
preciation for the image painted here 
comes easy. For ancient Israelites 
and for God’s people today, the prom-

ise of living in the presence of the Almighty where no 
corruption and violence by sinful humans is awe in-
spiring and a wonderful hope for a coming day. The 
prophet declared God’s commitment to His holy city. 
When the final judgment of the nations had destroyed 
Israel’s corrupt and corrupting neighbors, the dwell-
ing place of God in the temple would be purged of 
danger. The apostle John in the vision given him by 
the angel saw something even greater. The pure holy 
city of God descending from Heaven to rest upon 
the earth would become the dwelling place not only 
of God but also of His people. And absolutely no cor-

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=rev+21&section=0&version=nrs&language=en
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ruption of any kind would be allowed. 
 2) His agricultural blessing (v. 18). With clear 

apocalyptic imagery, Joel describes an agricultural 
bounty flowing out of the rugged desert oriented 
mountains around Jerusalem in ancient Judah: 

In that day 
the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 

the hills shall flow with milk, 
and all the stream beds of Judah 

shall flow with water; 
a fountain shall come forth from the house of the 

Lord 
and water the Wadi Shittim. 

One has to have lived in a desert to more fully grasp 
the significance of the prophet’s words here. Only 
with divine intervention could something of this mag-
nitude take place. Douglas Stuart (WBC, Logos Sys-
tems) helpfully observes: 

Agricultural bounty (restoration blessing type 5) rarely 
fails to make an appearance in full restoration oracles. 
Almost everyone was a farmer of some sort in the 
agrarian society of moisture-marginal ancient Israel/ 
Judah, and promises of abundant crops and water 
had a powerful impact as a source of hope. Most of 
Joel’s language here parallels what is found elsewhere 
in the Old Testament and represents a full reversal of 
the agricultural disaster of chaps. 1 and 2. Indeed, 
people of the ancient Near East in general thought in 
such terms poetically: “The skies rain oil, the wadis 
run honey” (CTA 6.3.6–7). On mountains dripping juice, 
cf. Amos 9:13; for the land running with milk, Exod 
3:8; on ravines running with water, Isa 30:25; on a 
fountain from Yahweh’s house, Ezek 47:1–12 (and 
Rev 22:1–2). 

The apostle John extends this motif for the new 

Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1-5, NRSV): 
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of 
life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of 
the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with 
its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any 
more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see 
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 
And there will be no more night; they need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they will reign forever and ever. 

3) His vindication of His people 
(vv. 19-21). The final blessing of that 
Day of Decision comes with the vindi-
cation of God’s people. The neighbor-
ing, often more powerful nations had 
frequently overran Israel and plundered 
her as those she existed only for their 
enrichment. In so doing, these nations 
were rejecting God’s claim to the land 
and to the people. In this day of judg-
ment God promises to vindicate His 
people. Theses verses introduce both 
Egypt and Edom as objects of God’s 
wrath because of their abuse of the 
Israelites. Again the point of reference 
here reaches all the way back to en-
slavement of the Hebrew people in 
bondage by the Egyptian pharaoh at 
the close of the patriarchal era many 
centuries before. The Edomites never 

found a favorable voice among the Israelites, as is 
noted in “Edom, Edomites,” Bakers Encyclopedia 
of the Bible (Logos Systems): 

A long history of enmity existed between Judah and 
Edom, and several prophets spoke unfavorably about 
Edom (Is 11:14; 34:5–17; Ez 32:29; Jl 3:19; Am 1:11, 
12; Mal 1:2–4). In the 6th century B.C. Edom entered 
a period of decline. Several cities were abandoned. At 
the same time Edomite colonies west of the Arabah 
in the southern hill country of Judah emerged, and by 
Roman times there was a province of Idumaea, which 
was the descendant of the Persian province of Edom, 
with its administrative center at Lachish. 

The book of Revelation (22:14-15, NRSV NRSV) continues 
this motif with 

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that 
they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter 
the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and 
sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, 
and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

God’s people will be vindicated in their faithfulness! 
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NASB 
1 "For behold, in those days and at that time, When 
I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I 
will gather all the nations And bring them down to 
the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judg-
ment with them there On behalf of My people and 
My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered 
among the nations; And they have divided up My land. 
3 "They have also cast lots for My people, Traded a 
boy for a harlot And sold a girl for wine that they may 
drink. 

4 "Moreover, what are you to Me, O Tyre, Sidon 
and all the regions of Philistia? Are you rendering 
Me a recompense? But if you do recompense Me, 
swiftly and speedily I will return your recompense 
on your head. 5 "Since you have taken My silver and 
My gold, brought My precious treasures to your 
temples, 6 and sold the sons of Judah and Jerusa-
lem to the Greeks in order to remove them far from 
their territory, 7 behold, I am going to arouse them 
from the place where you have sold them, and re-
turn your recompense on your head. 8 "Also I will 
sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of 
the sons of Judah, and they will sell them to the 
Sabeans, to a distant nation," for the LORD has 
spoken. 

9 Proclaim this among the nations: 
Prepare a war; 

rouse the mighty men! 
Let all the soldiers draw near, 

let them come up! 
10 Beat your plowshares into swords 

And your pruning hooks into spears; 
Let the weak say, "I am a mighty man." 

11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, 
And gather yourselves there. 

Bring down, O LORD, Your mighty ones. 
12 Let the nations be aroused 

And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
For there I will sit to judge 

All the surrounding nations. 

13 Put in the sickle, 
for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, tread, 
for the wine press is full; 

The vats overflow, 
for their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes 
in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the LORD is near 
in the valley of decision. 

15 The sun and moon grow dark 
And the stars lose their brightness. 

16 The LORD roars from Zion 
And utters His voice from Jerusalem, 
And the heavens and the earth tremble. 

But the LORD is a refuge for His people 
And a stronghold to the sons of Israel. 

17 Then you will know that I am the LORD your 
God, 

Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. 
So Jerusalem will be holy, 

And strangers will pass through it no more. 

18 And in that day 
The mountains will drip with sweet wine, 

And the hills will flow with milk, 
And all the brooks of Judah 

will flow with water; 
And a spring will go out from the house of the 

LORD 
To water the valley of Shittim. 

19 Egypt will become a waste, 
And Edom will become a desolate wilder-

ness, 
Because of the violence done to the sons of 

Judah, 
In whose land they have shed innocent 

blood. 
20 But Judah will be inhabited forever 

And Jerusalem for all generations. 
21  And I will avenge their blood which I have not 

avenged, 
For the LORD dwells in Zion. 
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NRSV 
1 For then, in those days and at that time, when I 
restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will 
gather all the nations and bring them down to the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will enter into judgment 
with them there, on account of my people and my 
heritage Israel, because they have scattered them 
among the nations. They have divided my land, 3 
and cast lots for my people, and traded boys for pros-
titutes, and sold girls for wine, and drunk it down. 

4 What are you to me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all 
the regions of Philistia? Are you paying me back for 
something? If you are paying me back, I will turn your 
deeds back upon your own heads swiftly and speed-
ily. 5 For you have taken my silver and my gold, and 
have carried my rich treasures into your temples. 6 
You have sold the people of Judah and Jerusalem to 
the Greeks, removing them far from their own bor-
der. 7 But now I will rouse them to leave the places 
to which you have sold them, and I will turn your 
deeds back upon your own heads. 8 I will sell your 
sons and your daughters into the hand of the people 
of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a 
nation far away; for the Lord has spoken. 

9 Proclaim this among the nations: 
Prepare war, 

stir up the warriors. 
Let all the soldiers draw near, 

let them come up. 
10 Beat your plowshares into swords, 

and your pruning hooks into spears; 
let the weakling say, "I am a warrior." 

11 Come quickly, 
all you nations all around, 
gather yourselves there. 

Bring down your warriors, O Lord. 

12 Let the nations rouse themselves, 
and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat; 

for there I will sit to judge 
all the neighboring nations. 

13 Put in the sickle, 
for the harvest is ripe. 

Go in, tread, 
for the wine press is full. 

The vats overflow, 
for their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes, 
in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the Lord is near 
in the valley of decision. 

15 The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shining. 

16 The Lord roars from Zion, 
and utters his voice from Jerusalem, 
and the heavens and the earth shake. 

But the Lord is a refuge for his people, 
a stronghold for the people of Israel. 

17 So you shall know that I, the Lord your God, 
dwell in Zion, my holy mountain. 

And Jerusalem shall be holy, 
and strangers shall never again pass 

through it. 

18 In that day 
the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
the hills shall flow with milk, 

and all the stream beds of Judah 
shall flow with water; 

a fountain shall come forth from the house of 
the Lord 

and water the Wadi Shittim. 

19 Egypt shall become a desolation 
and Edom a desolate wilderness, 

because of the violence done to the people of 
Judah, 

in whose land they have shed innocent 
blood. 

20 But Judah shall be inhabited forever, 
and Jerusalem to all generations. 

21 I will avenge their blood, and I will not clear the 
guilty, 

for the Lord dwells in Zion. 
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NLT 
1 "At that time, when I restore the prosperity of Judah 
and Jerusalem," says the LORD, 2 "I will gather the 
armies of the world into the valley of Jehoshaphat. 
F6 There I will judge them for harming my people, 
for scattering my inheritance among the nations, and 
for dividing up my land. 3 They cast lots to decide 
which of my people would be their slaves. They 
traded young boys for prostitutes and little girls for 
enough wine to get drunk. 

4 "What do you have against me, Tyre and Si-
don and you cities of Philistia? Are you trying to take 
revenge on me? If you are, then watch out! I will 
strike swiftly and pay you back for everything you 
have done. 5 You have taken my silver and gold and 
all my precious treasures, and you have carried them 
off to your pagan temples. 6 You have sold the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks, who 
took them far from their homeland. 7 But I will bring 
them back again from all these places to which you 
sold them, and I will pay you back for all you have 
done. 8 I will sell your sons and daughters to the 
people of Judah, and they will sell them to the peoples 
of Arabia, a nation far away. I, the LORD, have spo-
ken!" 

9 Say to the nations far and wide: 
"Get ready for war! 

Call out your best warriors! 
Let all your fighting men advance 

for the attack! 
10 Beat your plowshares into swords 

and your pruning hooks into spears. 
Train even your weaklings to be warriors. 

11 Come quickly, 
all you nations everywhere! 
Gather together in the valley. 

"And now, O LORD, 
call out your warriors! 

12 "Let the nations be called to arms. 
Let them march to the valley of 

Jehoshaphat. 
There I, the LORD, will sit to pronounce judg-

ment 
on them all. 

13 Now let the sickle do its work, 
for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, tread the winepress 
because it is full. 

The storage vats are overflowing 
with the wickedness of these people." 

14 Thousands upon thousands are waiting 
in the valley of decision. 

It is there that the day of the LORD will soon 
arrive. 

15 The sun and moon will grow dark, 
and the stars will no longer shine. 

16 The LORD's voice will roar from Zion 
and thunder from Jerusalem, 
and the earth and heavens will begin to 

shake. 
But to his people of Israel, the LORD will be a 

welcoming refuge 
and a strong fortress. 

17 "Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, 
live in Zion, my holy mountain. 

Jerusalem will be holy forever, 
and foreign armies will never conquer her 

again. 

18 In that day 
the mountains will drip with sweet wine, 

and the hills will flow with milk. 
Water will fill the dry streambeds of Judah, 
and a fountain will burst forth from the LORD's 

Temple, 
watering the arid valley of acacias. 

19 Egypt will become a wasteland 
and Edom a wilderness, 

because they attacked Judah and killed her 
innocent people. 

20 "But Judah will remain forever, 
and Jerusalem will endure through all 

future generations. 
21 I will pardon my people's crimes, 

which I have not yet pardoned; 
and I, the LORD, will make my home in 

Jerusalem with my people." 
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LXX 
4:1 dio,ti ivdou. evgw. evn tai/j h`me,raij evkei,naij kai. evn tw/| kairw/| evkei,nw| o[tan evpistre,yw th.n 
aivcmalwsi,an Iouda kai. Ierousalhm  2  kai. suna,xw pa,nta ta. e;qnh kai. kata,xw auvta. eivj th.n koila,da 
Iwsafat kai. diakriqh,somai pro.j auvtou.j evkei/ u`pe.r tou/ laou/ mou kai. th/j klhronomi,aj mou Israhl oi] 
diespa,rhsan evn toi/j e;qnesin kai. th.n gh/n mou katadiei,lanto  3  kai. evpi. to.n lao,n mou e;balon klh,rouj 
kai. e;dwkan ta. paida,ria po,rnaij kai. ta. kora,sia evpw,loun avnti. oi;nou kai. e;pinon  4  kai. ti, kai. u`mei/j 
evmoi, Tu,roj kai. Sidw.n kai. pa/sa Galilai,a avllofu,lwn mh. avntapo,doma u`mei/j avntapodi,dote, moi h` 
mnhsikakei/te u`mei/j evpV evmoi. ovxe,wj kai. tace,wj avntapodw,sw to. avntapo,doma u`mw/n eivj kefala.j u`mw/n  5 
avnqV w-n to. avrgu,rio,n mou kai. to. crusi,on mou evla,bete kai. ta. evpi,lekta, mou kai. ta. kala. eivshne,gkate 
eivj tou.j naou.j u`mw/n  6  kai. tou.j ui`ou.j Iouda kai. tou.j ui`ou.j Ierousalhm avpe,dosqe toi/j ui`oi/j tw/n 
~Ellh,nwn o[pwj evxw,shte auvtou.j evk tw/n o`ri,wn auvtw/n  7  ivdou. evgw. evxegei,rw auvtou.j evk tou/ to,pou ou- 
avpe,dosqe auvtou.j evkei/ kai. avntapodw,sw to. avntapo,doma u`mw/n eivj kefala.j u`mw/n  8  kai. avpodw,somai tou.j 
ui`ou.j u`mw/n kai. ta.j qugate,raj u`mw/n eivj cei/raj ui`w/n Iouda kai. avpodw,sontai auvtou.j eivj aivcmalwsi,an 
eivj e;qnoj makra.n avpe,con o[ti ku,rioj evla,lhsen  9  khru,xate tau/ta evn toi/j e;qnesin a`gia,sate po,lemon 
evxegei,rate tou.j machta,j prosaga,gete kai. avnabai,nete pa,ntej a;ndrej polemistai,  10  sugko,yate ta. 
a;rotra u`mw/n eivj r`omfai,aj kai. ta. dre,pana u`mw/n eivj seiroma,staj o` avdu,natoj lege,tw o[ti ivscu,w evgw, 
11  sunaqroi,zesqe kai. eivsporeu,esqe pa,nta ta. e;qnh kuklo,qen kai. suna,cqhte evkei/ o` prau>j e;stw machth,j 
12  evxegeire,sqwsan kai. avnabaine,twsan pa,nta ta. e;qnh eivj th.n koila,da Iwsafat dio,ti evkei/ kaqiw/ tou/ 
diakri/nai pa,nta ta. e;qnh kuklo,qen  13  evxapostei,late dre,pana o[ti pare,sthken tru,ghtoj eivsporeu,esqe 
patei/te dio,ti plh,rhj h` lhno,j u`perekcei/tai ta. u`polh,nia o[ti peplh,quntai ta. kaka. auvtw/n  14  h=coi 
evxh,chsan evn th/| koila,di th/j di,khj o[ti evggu.j h`me,ra kuri,ou evn th/| koila,di th/j di,khj  15  o` h[lioj kai. h` 
selh,nh suskota,sousin kai. oi` avste,rej du,sousin fe,ggoj auvtw/n  16  o` de. ku,rioj evk Siwn avnakekra,xetai 
kai. evx Ierousalhm dw,sei fwnh.n auvtou/ kai. seisqh,setai o` ouvrano.j kai. h` gh/ o` de. ku,rioj fei,setai tou/ 
laou/ auvtou/ kai. evniscu,sei ku,rioj tou.j ui`ou.j Israhl  17  kai. evpignw,sesqe dio,ti evgw. ku,rioj o` qeo.j u`mw/n 
o` kataskhnw/n evn Siwn evn o;rei a`gi,w| mou kai. e;stai Ierousalhm po,lij a`gi,a kai. avllogenei/j ouv 
dieleu,sontai diV auvth/j ouvke,ti  18  kai. e;stai evn th/| h`me,ra| evkei,nh| avpostala,xei ta. o;rh glukasmo,n kai. oi` 
bounoi. r`uh,sontai ga,la kai. pa/sai ai` avfe,seij Iouda r`uh,sontai u[data kai. phgh. evx oi;kou kuri,ou 
evxeleu,setai kai. potiei/ to.n ceima,rroun tw/n scoi,nwn  19  Ai;guptoj eivj avfanismo.n e;stai kai. h` Idoumai,a 
eivj pedi,on avfanismou/ e;stai evx avdikiw/n ui`w/n Iouda avnqV w-n evxe,cean ai-ma di,kaion evn th/| gh/| auvtw/n  20 
h` de. Ioudai,a eivj to.n aivw/na katoikhqh,setai kai. Ierousalhm eivj genea.j genew/n  21  kai. evkdikh,sw to. ai- 
ma auvtw/n kai. ouv mh. avqw|w,sw kai. ku,rioj kataskhnw,sei evn Siwn 
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Joel 4:1-21 

  ¿bWva’À rv<ïa] ayhi_h; t[eäb’W hM’heÞh’ ~ymiîY”B; hNE±hi yKiª  WTT Joel 4:1 

 ~yIëAGh;-lK’-ta, ‘yTic.B;qiw> 2`~Øil’(v’WrywI hd”ÞWhy> tWbïv.-ta, Îbyvi²a’Ð 
 yMi’[;-l[; ~v’ª ~M’ø[i yTi’j.P;v.nIw> jp’_v’Ah)y> qm,[eÞ-la, ~yTiêd>r:Ahåw> 

‘WqLe(xi yciÞr>a;-ta,w> ~yIëAGb; WråZ>Pi rv<åa] ‘laer”f.yI ytiÛl’x]n:w> 
 !yIY:ßb; Wrïk.m’ hD”²l.Y:h;w> hn”ëAZB; ‘dl,Y<’h; WnÝT.YIw: lr”_Ag WDåy: yMiÞ[;-la,w> 3 

‘WT)v.YIw: 
 lWmªG>h; tv,l’_P. tAlåyliG> lkoßw> !Adêyciw> rcoæ ‘yli ~T,îa;-hm’ ~g:w>û 4 

 hr”êhem. lq:å yl;ê[‘ ‘~T,a; ~yliÛm.GO-~aiw> yl’ê[‘ ~ymiäL.v;m. ‘~T,a; 
‘~k,(v.aroB. ~k,Þl.muG> byviîa’ 

 ~t,Þabeh] ~ybiêJoh; ‘yD:m;x]m;(W ~T,_x.q;l. ybiÞh’z>W yPiîs.K;-rv,a] 5 
‘~k,(ylek.yhel. 

 ![;m;îl. ~ynI+w”Y>h; ynEåb.li ~T,Þr>k;m. ~Øil;êv’Wry> ynEåb.W ‘hd”Why> ynEÜb.W 6 

‘~l’(WbG> l[;îme ~q”ßyxir>h; 
 ytiîbovih]w: hM’v’_ ~t’Þao ~T,îr>k;m.-rv,a] ~AqêM’h;’-!mi ~r”êy[im. ynIån>hi 7 

‘~k,(v.aroB. ~k,Þl.mug> 
 hd”êWhy> ynEåB. ‘dy:B. ~k,ªyteAn*B.-ta,w> ~k,äynEB.-ta, yTiúr>k;m’W 8 

s ‘rBE)DI hw”ßhy> yKiî qAx+r” yAGæ-la, ~yIßab’v.li ~Wrïk’m.W 
 WvåG>yI ~yrIêABGIh; ‘Wry[i’h’ hm’_x’l.mi WvßD>q; ~yIëAGB; ‘tazO-War>qi 9 

‘hm’(x’l.Mih; yveîn>a; lKoß Wlê[]y:) 
 rm:ßayO vL’êx;h;( ~yxi_m’r>li ~k,Þytero)m.z>m;W tAbêr”x]l;( ‘~k,yTeai WTKoÜ 10 

‘ynIa”) rABðGI 
 hw”ßhy> tx;în>h:) hM’v’§ WcB’_q.nIw> bybiÞS’mi ~yI±AGh;-lk’( Waboôw” WvW[å 11 

‘̂ yr<(ABGI 
 jPoïv.li bve²ae ~v’ª yKiä jp’_v’Ah)y> qm,[eÞ-la, ~yIëAGh; Wlå[]y:w> ‘WrA[’yE 12 

‘bybi(S’mi ~yIßAGh;-lK’-ta, 
 tG:ë ha’l.m’ä-yKi( ‘Wdr> Wa)BoÜ ryci_q’ lv;Þb’ yKiî lG”ëm; Wxål.vi 13 

‘~t’([‘r” hB’Þr: yKiî ~ybiêq’y>h; ‘Wqyvi’he 
 qm,[eÞB. hw”ëhy> ~Ayæ ‘bArq’ yKiÛ #Wr+x’h,( qm,[eÞB. ~ynIëAmh] ~ynIåAmh] 14 

‘#Wr)x’h, 
‘~h’(g>n” Wpïs.a’ ~ybiÞk’Akw> Wrd”+q’ x;rEÞy”w> vm,v,î 15 
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 ~yIm:åv’ Wvß[]r”w> AlêAq !TEåyI ‘~Øil;’v’WrymiW ga’ªv.yI !AYæCimi hw”ùhyw: 16 

‘lae(r”f.yI ynEïb.li zA[ßm’W AMê[;l. hs,äx]m;( ‘hw”hyw:) #r<a’_w” 
 yvi_d>q’-rh; !AYæciB. !kEßvo ~k,êyhel{åa/ ‘hw”hy> ynIÜa] yKiä ~T,ª[.d:ywI) 17 

s ‘dA[) Hb’Þ-Wrb.[;y:)-al{ ~yrIïz”w> vd<qoê ‘~Øil;’v’Wry> ht’Ûy>h’w> 
 hn”k.l;äTe ‘tA[b’G>h;w> sysiª[‘ ~yrIåh’h, WpôJ.yI aWhøh; ~AY”b; •hy”h’w> 18 

 aceêyE ‘hw”hy> tyBeÛmi !y”©[.m;W ~yIm”+ Wkl.yEå hd”ÞWhy> yqEïypia]-lk’w> bl’êx’ 
‘~yJi(Vih; lx;n:ï-ta, hq”ßv.hiw> 

 hy<+h.Ti( hm’Þm’v. rB:ïd>mil. ~Ad§a/w< hy<ëh.ti( hm’äm’v.li ‘~yIr:’c.mi 19 

‘~c’(r>a;B. ayqIßn”-~d” Wkïp.v’-rv,a] hd”êWhy> ynEåB. ‘sm;x]me( 
‘rAd*w” rAdðl. ~Øil;Þv’WrywI bve_Te ~l’äA[l. hd”ÞWhywI 20 

‘!AY*ciB. !kEïvo hw”ßhyw:) ytiyQE+nI-al{) ~m’äD” ytiyQEßnIw> 21 
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 NT Use of Joel 3 (4): Citations and Allusions 
based on the listing in Nestle-Aland, Novum 
Testamentum Graece, 27th rev. ed., 800 

Joel 3(4):13 -- 
Put in the sickle, 

for the harvest is ripe. 
Go in, tread, 

for the wine press is full. 
The vats overflow, 

for their wickedness is great. 
evxapostei,late dre,pana 

o[ti pare,sthken tru,ghtoj 
eivsporeu,esqe patei/te 

dio,ti plh,rhj h` lhno,j u`perekcei/tai ta. 
ùpolh,nia 

o[ti peplh,quntai ta. kaka. auvtw/n 

Mk. 4:29; 
But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes 
in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come." 
o{tan de; paradoi÷ oJ karpov¿, eujqu;¿  ajpostevllei 
to; drevpanon, o{ti parevsthken oJ qerismov¿ . 

Rev. 14:15, 18, 19 
v. 15 
Another angel came out of the temple, call-
ing with a loud voice to the one who sat on 
the cloud, "Use your sickle and reap, for the 
hour to reap has come, because the harvest 
of the earth is fully ripe." 
kai; a[llo" a[ggelo" ejxh'lqen ejk tou' naou' 
kravzwn ejn fwnh'/ megavlh/ tw'/ kaqhmevnw/ ejpi; th'" 
nefevlh", Pevmyon to; drevpanovn sou kai; 
qevrison, o{ti h\lqen hJ w{ra qerivsai, o{ti 
ejxhravnqh oJ qerismo;" th'" gh'". 

v. 18 
Then another angel came out from the altar, 
the angel who has authority over fire, and he 
called with a loud voice to him who had the 
sharp sickle, "Use your sharp sickle and 
gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, 
for its grapes are ripe." 
Kai; a [llo" a[ggelo" ªejxh'lqenº e jk tou' 
qusiasthrivou ªoJº e[cwn ejxousivan ejpi; tou' 
purov", kai; ejfwvnhsen fwnh'/ megavlh/ tw'/ e[conti 
to; drevpanon to; ojxu; levgwn, Pevmyon sou to; 
drevpanon to; ojxu; kai; truvghson tou;" bovtrua" 
th'" ajmpevlou th'" gh'", o{ti h[kmasan aiJ stafulai; 
aujth'". 

v. 19 
So the angel swung his sickle over the earth 
and gathered the vintage of the earth, and he 
threw it into the great wine press of the wrath 
of God. 
kai; e[balen oJ a[ggelo" to; drevpanon aujtou' eij" 
th;n gh'n kai; ejtruvghsen th;n a[mpelon th'" gh'" 
kai; e[balen eij" th;n lhno;n tou' qumou' tou' qeou' 
to;n mevgan. 
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Joel 3(4):15 -- 
The sun and the moon are darkened, 

and the stars withdraw their shining. 
 o` h[lioj kai. h` selh,nh suskota,sousin 

kai. oi` avste,rej du,sousin fe,ggoj auvtw/n 

Mt. 24:29 
"Immediately after the suffering of those days 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from heaven, 
and the powers of heaven will be 

shaken. 

Eujqevw¿ de; meta; th;n qli÷yin tw÷n hJmerw÷n 
ejkeivnwn 

oJ h{lio¿ skotisqhvsetai, 
kai; hJ selhvnh ouj dwvsei to; fevggo¿ 

aujth÷¿, 
kai; oiJ ajstevre¿ pesou÷ntai ajpo; tou÷ 

oujranou÷, 
kai; ai J dunavmei¿ tw÷n oujranw÷n 

saleuqhvsontai. 

Mk. 13:24-25 
But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will 

be shaken. 
!Alla; ejn ejkeivnai¿  tai÷¿  hJmevrai¿  meta; th;n 

qli÷yin ejkeivnhn 
oJ h{lio¿  skotisqhvsetai, 

kai; hJ selhvnh ouj dwvsei to; fevggo¿ 
aujth÷¿, 

kai; oiJ ajstevre¿  e[sontai ejk tou÷ oujranou÷ 
pivptonte¿ , 

kai; aiJ dunavmei¿  aiJ ejn toi÷¿  oujranoi÷¿ 
saleuqhvsontai. 

Joel 3(4):18 -- 
In that day 

the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
the hills shall flow with milk, 

and all the stream beds of Judah 
shall flow with water; 

a fountain shall come forth from the 
house of the Lord 
and water the Wadi Shittim. 

Jn. 7:38 
and let the one who believes in me drink. As 
the scripture has said, "Out of the believer's 
heart shall flow rivers of living water.' " 

 oJ pisteuvwn eij¿ ejmev, kaqw;¿ ei\pen hJ grafhv, 
potamoi; ejk th÷¿ koiliva¿ aujtou÷ rJeuvsousin 
u{dato¿ zw÷nto¿. 
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Joel 3(4):19 -- 
Egypt shall become a desolation 

and Edom a desolate wilderness, 
because of the violence done to the people of 

Judah, 
in whose land they have shed innocent 

blood. 

Mt. 23:35; 
so that upon you may come all the righteous 
blood shed on earth, from the blood of righ-
teous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of 
Barachiah, whom you murdered between the 
sanctuary and the altar. 
o{pw¿ e[lqh/ ejf! uJma÷¿ pa÷n ai|ma divkaion 
ejkcunnovmenon ejpi; th÷¿ gh÷¿ ajpo; tou÷ ai{mato¿ 
$Abel tou÷ dikaivou e{w¿ tou÷ ai{mato¿ Zacarivou 
uiJou÷ Baracivou, o}n ejfoneuvsate metaxu; tou÷ 
naou÷ kai; tou÷ qusiasthrivou. 

Rev. 11:8 
and their dead bodies will lie in the street of 
the great city that is prophetically called So-
dom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 
crucified. 
kai; to; ptw'ma aujtw'n ejpi; th'" plateiva" th'" 
povlew" th'" megavlh", h {ti" kalei'tai 
pneumatikw'" Sovdoma kai; Ai[gupto", o{pou kai; 
oJ kuvrio" aujtw'n ejstaurwvqh. 
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