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did in His response to Job was to remind him of the awe
some power that God had used in creating these monster
that scared people to death in that time. These were objec
lessons to the man who by this point was complaining t
God about his situation.

It is these situations that remind us of certain basi
principles of creation. God created us; not the other

The Creator is not answerable to the creation; it work
the opposite direction.

effect principle underneath every event taking place i
our world. The ancient Jewish world wasn’t intereste
such and didn’t think in those terms the way Westerner
do. The one question that did surface -- and is illustrate
by the story of Job -- is how does my relationship
God impact the events of my life. For good happening
these must be God’s blessings. With bad events, these mus
express God’s anger in punishment. This was the standz
by the probings of Job’s so-called friends, Eliphaz, Bild:
book of Job. Rather, the book opts for the view that the

Quick Links to the Study
l. Il. Message
a. [God’s design, 40:6-14
b.
c. [[he Leviathan, 41:1-34
What scares you? What animal scares you the most?

In our passage God reminded Job of two of the scariest

and most powerful animals imaginable in Job’s day, the

behemoth and the leviathan. Traditional interpretation

has understood these as descriptions of a hippopotamus

and a crocodile. But this is not certain. The names used

for the two beasts do not mean either in Hebrew and the .~

descriptions only vaguely fit. But this identity issue we will ¥~

explore in the Exegesis section of the passage. What God

around. God controls His creation; we don’t control God.

Western culture, since the Enlightenment in the post- |
middle ages, has conditioned us to expect a cause-and- |

— U o

ard Jewish explanation and is dramatically illustrated
ad, and Zophar. But this explanation is rejected in the
life that God created is too profound and complex to

be understandable at every point. Life is often myste i%

us. In such moments what is called for is trust in God.
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Nothing justifies humans demanding that God account

fd

r why some things happen to us in life.

I. Context
The background issues for the book of Job are
for more accurate understanding of the biblical text

some of the more central issues.

OO

a. Historical

External History.

The compositional history of the book
has to focus on a period of time. No author of the
document is named. The book is about Job but not
by Job. Thus issues of who, when, and where the
document was written are not easy to determine,
as noted in the article on Job in the Eerdmans Bible
Dictionary:

Scholars remain divided, only in part by their under-
standing of the nature of Scripture, as to whether the
book derives from the experiences of an actual person
named Job or represents a folkloristic treatment of the
common plight of mankind. The name Job is attested for
Palestinian chieftains cited in the Egyptian Execration
Texts (Egyp. ybm; ca. 2000 B.C.) and the Amarna Let-
ters (Akk. Ayyab; ca. 1350), perhaps meaning “where
is (my) Father.” Other suggested etymologies include
“opponent” (of Yahweh, or treated by God as such),
from Heb. yb “enemy,” or “the penitent one” (cf. Arab.
wb “return”).

The author of the book is not named; rabbinic tradi-
tion (cf. B. Bat. 14b) and some early Christian authors
attributed the work to Moses. The apparent antiquity
of the prose introduction (Job 1:1-2:13) and epilogue
(42:7-17) is supported by details suggestive of the
patriarchal period (early second millennium), e.g.,
Job’s personal offering of sacrifices in the absence of
a priesthood or central shrine (1:5; 42:8), the reckoning
of wealth similar to that of Abraham and Jacob (1:3;
42:12; cf. Gen. 12:16; 32:5 [MT 6]), and Job’s longev-
ity (Job 42:16—17). Moreover, at Ezek. 14:14, 20 Job

OO

b. Literary

One particularly important literary aspect in
the book of Job relates to the original language text,
as is noted in the Eerdmans Bible Dictionary article
on Job.

The language of the book is perhaps the most prob-
lematic of any Old Testament work, largely because
of the numerous rare words and unusual morphology
and syntax. This is more often the cause of rather than
the result of difficulties in transmission, as reflected in
frequent variants among the versions. The difficulties
stem in part from archaic or archaizing usages. Many
scholars, noting the frequent apparent aramaisms,
suggest that the work was composed in a nonstandard
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ther extensive and complex. But critically important
ere we will endeavor to provide an introduction into

DO
is mentioned along with the ancient heroes Noah and
Daniel (Ugar. Danel). Some conservative scholars date
the book of Job as early as Solomon (tenth century),
while others favor the seventh century. Pointing to the
poetic style, critical scholars generally place the final
editing in exilic or postexilic times, primarily the fourth
century.

Similarities between the book of Job and other ancient
Near Eastern writings have frequently been noted. In
particular, the Egyptian Protests of the Eloquent Peas-
ant (ANET, pp. 407—410) and Admonitions of Ipuwer
(ANET, pp. 441-44) and Akkadian Ludlul BEl Némeqi
(ANET, pp. 434-37, 596-600), Dialogue about Hu-
man Misery (ANET, pp. 438—440), and the Babylonian
Theodicy (ANET, pp. 601—4) are comparable in content
and/or form. Other works suggested include the Egyp-
tian Dispute over Suicide (ANET, pp. 405-7), Akkadian
Pessimistic Dialogue between Master and Servant
(ANET, pp. 437-38), Hittite Tale of Appu, and the Indian
legend of Hariscandra. Yet despite any similarities to on
parallels with other ancient literature, the book of Job
remains unique in its approach to the matter of human
(particularly righteous) suffering.

About the best we can conclude with confidence
is that the document assumed its form and content
over a period of time with the finalized shape that
we know coming at the end of the OT era.

Internal History. The time and place markers
inside 40:6-41:34 are very limited, and are general-
ized references mostly to everyday life in ancient
Palestine. Thus, we will treat them as they arise in
the text exegesis section below.
DO

dialect of Hebrew or that the present book is a transla-
tion from an Aramaic or perhaps Edomite original.

Genre.

The challenges of literary form analysis have
been helpfully described in the article on Job in the
Eerdman’s Bible Dictionary:

The book as a whole does not fit the standard classi-
fications of literary genre. It has been likened, in whole
or part, to the Greek drama, the parable or allegory
(B.Bat. 15a), covenantal lawsuit (Heb. rib), complaint
or lament, and philosophical debate. It is comprised
of various form-critical elements, including prose nar-
rative, poetic lament (ch. 3), complaint (e.g., chs. 6—7;




13:23-14:22), hymn (e.g., 12:13-25; 36:24-37:13), and
prophetic judgment speech (22:5-11). Wisdom forms
abound, including proverbs (e.g., 6:14; 12:5-6; 32:7),
rhetorical questions (e.g, 4:7; 15:2-3; 34:13, 17-19,
31-33), wisdom sayings (e.g., 4:10-11; 5:17-18), and
appeal to ancient tradition (15:17—19).

Most often Job as a document will be labeled under

Jewish }J=visdom Iiteraturg. But the style of wisdom
writings in Job is quite different from that found in
either Proverbs or Psalms. Bandstra,
, has a helpful depiction of both the
idea of “wisdom” and of “wisdom literature”:
Wisdom
A comprehensive term used in reference to the dis-
tinctive wisdom literature and wisdom outlook of Isra-
elite, Mesopotamian, and Egyptian cultures; suggests
a perspective on understanding the world dominated

by the use of reason, a search for order, and teaching
moral behavior. See [Chapter 14.

Wisdom literature

In the Hebrew Bible, those books of a predominantl
didactic (Proverbd) or philosophical (o, Ecclesiaste
cast; in the Apocrypha, and the Wisdon]
belong to the didactic tradition of wisdom

literature. See Eart 3 Introductiod, art 3 Wisdo
Literaturd,

Thus, Job leans toward philosophical wisdom in
general.
Literary Setting.

The literary make-up of the book of Job is
complex. The two types of material -- prose narrative
and poetry -- form the basic organizing structure.
The narrative prologue in 1:1 - 2:13 sets the stage,
and the narrative epilogue in 42:7-15 sums up Job’s
experience. Between these two segments is a se-
ries of speeches written in traditional Hebrew poetic
style.

The contents can be outlined as follows, as seen
in the Harper’s Bible Dictionary article, “Job”:

I. Prose prologue: Job’s calamity (chaps.
1-2)
Il. Job’s opening soliloquy (chap. 3)
Ill. Dialogues with friends (chaps. 4-27)
A. First cycle of dialogues (chaps. 4-14)
B. Second cycle of dialogues (chaps. 15-
21)
C. Third cycle of dialogues (chaps. 22-27)
IV. Monologues (chaps. 28-37)
A. Meditation on the inaccessibility of wis-
dom (chap. 28)
B. Job’s concluding soliloquy and oath

(chaps. 29-31)
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C. The ‘inspired’ utterance of Elihu (chaps.
32-37)
V. Dialogues with God (38:1-42:6)
A. God'’s first answer from the whirlwind

(38:1-40:2)

Job’s first response (40:3-5)

God’s second answer (40:6-41:34)

Job’s second response (42:1-6)

Prose epilogue: Job’s restoration (42:7-
17)

From this outline one can easily detect the liter-
ary setting in section V.C. In the “Dialogues with
God”, we are looking at God’s second speech made
from the whirlwind.

Bandstra, Eeading the Old Testamenj, presents
a helpful synopsis of the viewpoints of the main
characters in the speech section of the book:

One way to get at the meat of the book is to survey
the positions of the main players. We hesitate to do this
because so much of the argument is in the telling. The
following summary should not be taken as a replace-
ment for reading the book itself. Job is a remarkable
treatise and contains some of the best poetry in the
Hebrew Bible. It should be savored.

—o00m

\"

Eliphaz

He observes that no one is ever completely sinless.
In no uncertain terms he upholds the theology of retri-
bution.

7 Think about it. What innocent ever perished?

Where were the upright destroyed?

8 | have seen that those who plow evil

and sow trouble reap the same.

9 By God'’s blast they perish

and by the heat of his anger they disappear. (4:7-

9)

Eliphaz then goes on to say that everyone can expect
at least a little suffering in life. Job is relatively innocent,
so he will not suffer permanently. He should be patient;
his suffering will soon be over.

Bildad

He applies the theology of retribution relentlessly.
He claims that Job’s children must have been notable
sinners to be treated so brutally by God. No doubt they
died justifiably.

3 Can God get justice wrong?

Can Shadday distort rightness?

4 If your children sinned against him,

he delivered them over to the consequences of their

violation. (8:3-4)

Since Job is still alive, claims Bildad, he must not be

too bad a sinner.

Zophar
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He claims that Job must be suffering for his own sin.
Even though Job will not admit it publicly, he must be
a sinner.

4 You say, ‘My principles are pure,

and | am innocent before you.’

5 But if God would speak

and talk to you himself,

6 and tell you the secrets of wisdom--

there are many nuances to wisdom--

know that God is exacting less than you deserve.

(11:4-6)

Job should honestly face his sin and ask God for
mercy.

Elihu

Elihu speaks (32-37) after Job’s other three friends
have had their say. He says that suffering is the way
God communicates with human beings. It is the way
God reveals that we are sinners and that he considers
sin a serious offense.

10 He opens their understanding by discipline,

and orders them to turn away from wickedness.

11 If they listen and obey,

they will end up with good days and pleasant years.
(36:10-11)

All four speakers maintain the theology of retribution in
some way. Their approach is very much “top down.” In
other words, they hold a basic belief in retribution, and
they try to square Job’s experience with the theological
principles they hold, rather than developing a theology
out of human experience.

Job

Job has no coherent response to his calamity. He
argues with his friends and attacks their counter argu-
ments. But ultimately he remains confounded. He just
does not know how to handle his predicament.

Yet there are certain claims he maintains throughout,
certain points he will not relinquish. He never gives in
and admits personal guilt in the measure that would call
forth such suffering. He often urges God to reveal him-
self and state why he is afflicting him so. He challenges
God in what amounts to a lawsuit, much in the man-
ner of the covenant lawsuit popular with the prophets,
even though he recognizes that if God actually appears
he would be powerless to respond. This sentiment is
amazingly prescient of what would soon happen.

Yahweh

Yahweh does not respond to the intellectual argu-
ments of Job and his friends, all of which had to do
in some way with the theology of retribution. He quite
ignores that business, neither affirming retribution nor
denying it. By God’s bracketing the big question of
retribution, the book is saying retribution is not the real
issue. God does not conduct affairs on a strictly cause-
and-effect basis.
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Yet God does address Job’s urgent plea that he at
least show himself. He appeared in a storm theophany
(38-41), but instead of answering Job’s questions, he
put Job on trial.

2 Who is this confusing the issue

with nonsensical words?!

3 Brace yourself like a man.

I will quiz you. You teach me!

4 Where were you when | laid the foundations of the

earth?

Tell me, if you really have such deep understanding!

(38:2-4)

Yahweh continues in this same vein, badgering the
witness, and impressing upon Job that he really knows
nothing about how God created the world and runs
it. Job finally admits that he spoke presumptuously in
demanding that God justify his actions.

1 YHWH said to Job:

2 “Will one in need of discipline complain about Shad-

day?

Let the one accusing God answer!”

3 Then Job answered YHWH:

“I am worth nothing. How can | respond to you?

I am putting my hand over my mouth.

| spoke once, but have no answer for you,

Twice | spoke, but | will say no more.” (40:1-3)

By now Job seems properly contrite, having been
put in his place. The reader might expect Yahweh at
this point to coddle Job or at least lay off him. Just
the opposite happens. God launches into a second
discourse designed further to impress Job with his
omnipotence. He describes in great detail his creation
and the harnessing of Behemoth and Leviathan. These
creatures have been likened to the hippopotamus and
crocodile, respectively, but the overblown language of
their description suggests that God is really referring to
the mythic monsters of chaos that he tamed and holds
at bay (see Day 1985).

Through the whole encounter God is absolutely over-
powering. One might wonder why God felt he needed
to react in such an intimidating way. Yet God does give
Job satisfaction of sorts, first, in the very fact of his
appearing, and second, by putting the issue of suffer-
ing in perspective. The important outcome is that God
ultimately affirmed Job, in fact had never abandoned
him, even though it had seemed so to Job at the time.

Job wanted to know why. But God would not tell him
why. This effectively marginalizes the theology of retribu-
tion. Perhaps the real issue is trust--can one, will one
simply trust God and “leave the driving to him”? Job is
the model of the one who suffers, with all the self-doubt,
indignation, impatience, and spiritual agony typical of
those in great crisis. But he is also the model of one
who trusts God, even though he fails to comprehend
why he is suffering.

From the above, we can determine that our study
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NASB

40.6 Then the LORD
answered Job out of the
storm and said, 7 “Now
gird up your loins like
a man; | will ask you,
and you instruct Me. 8
Will you really annul My
judgment? Will you con-
demn Me that you may
be justified? 9 Or do you
have an arm like God,
And can you thunder
with a voice like His? 10
Adorn yourself with emi-
nence and dignity, And
clothe yourself with hon-
or and majesty. 11 Pour
out the overflowings of
your anger, And look on
everyone who is proud,
and make him low. 12
Look on everyone who is
proud, and humble him,
And tread down the wick-
ed where they stand. 13
Hide them in the dust to-
gether; Bind them in the
hidden place. 14 Then |
will also confess to you,
That your own right hand
can save you.
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NRSV

40.6 Then the Lord
answered Job out of the
whirlwind: 7 “Gird up
your loins like a man; |
will question you, and
you declare to me. 8 Will
you even put me in the
wrong? Will you con-
demn me that you may
be justified? 9 Have you
an arm like God, and can
you thunder with a voice
like his? 10 “Deck your-
self with majesty and
dignity; clothe yourself
with glory and splendor.
11 Pour out the over-
flowings of your anger,
and look on all who are
proud, and abase them.
12 Look on all who
are proud, and bring
them low; tread down
the wicked where they
stand. 13 Hide them all
in the dust together; bind
their faces in the world
below. 14 Then | will also
acknowledge to you that
your own right hand can
give you victory.

NLT
40.6 Then the LORD
answered Job from

the whirlwind: 7 “Brace
yourself, because | have
some questions for you,
and you must answer
them. 8 Are you going
to discredit my justice
and condemn me so you
can say you are right?
9 Are you as strong as
God, and can you thun-
der with a voice like
his? 10 All right then,
put on your robes of
state, your majesty and
splendor. 11 Give vent to
your anger. Let it over-
flow against the proud.
12 Humiliate the proud
with a glance; walk on
the wicked where they
stand. 13 Bury them in
the dust. Imprison them
in the world of the dead.
14 Then even | would
praise you, for your own
strength would save
you.
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er sounds arrogant itself.
an and didn’t live in our
right to tell us to “put up
er here is a resounding

yes! Not only does He possess that right, He uses

ke Job’s, criticizing and

rent from contemporary

ard to comprehend. The
tween “then” and “now”
stance toward Job more

15 “Behold now, Be-

hemoth, which | made
as well as you; He eats
grass like an ox. 16 Be-
hold now, his strength in
his loins And his power in

Ot

teachlng that can be 3|mI

provide Job and the reade

provocative questions abo

moral imagination.
Thus Job is challenged by

Finally, Job’s running
God positions him in a
claims the ability to kno

with the stark reality of
understanding the mortal J
like a tiny ant swinging it’s

elephant and trying to tell
do we find ourselves in su
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NRSV
15 “Look at Behe-
moth, which | made just
as | made you; it eats
grass like an ox. 16 Its
strength is in its loins,
and its power in the

do not seem to employ much explicitly “moral” language
at all. God does not remake
that remains properly a human task. But God does

undertaking. The divine speeches contain the lumber
from which a new house of
resources God offers to Job and to each reader include

ceiving the world, patterns and structures of thought

different from accustomed ones, and, above all, images
that can become generative metaphors for a renewed

box.” Never easy to do; and in circumstances like
that of Job’s the challengeis even greater.

his way of moral reasoning. But God confronts him
ow much less power and

ist in the face of the huge

summarized. Indeed they )

Job’s moral world for him;
with the resources for that
meaning can be built. The

t identity, new ways of per-

God to “think outside the

off at the mouth against
mpossible situation. He
he mind of God through

ob has. Job sounds much

it what to do! How often
ch situations?
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15 “Take a look at the
mighty hippopotamus. |
made it, just as | made
you. It eats grass like an
ox. 16 See its powerful
loins and the muscles of
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the muscles of his belly.
17 He bends his tail like a
cedar; The sinews of his
thighs are knit together.
18 His bones are tubes
of bronze; His limbs are
like bars of iron. 19 He
is the first of the ways of
God; Let his maker bring
near his sword. 20 Surely|
the mountains bring him
food, And all the beasts
of the field play there. 21
Under the lotus plants
he lies down, In the co-
vert of the reeds and
the marsh. 22 The lotus
plants cover him with
shade; The willows of
the brook surround him.
23 If a river rages, he is
not alarmed; He is confi-
dent, though the Jordan
rushes to his mouth. 24
Can anyone capture him
when he is on watch,
With barbs can anyone
pierce his nose?

bwer in God’s creation is
stion is: What is that? The
sy to understand, if one
al text. Differing identities
given down through the
n both Jewish and Chris-
m (NIB, iPreach) provides
mmation of this issue:
simply the “plural of majesty”
nimal” or “cattle.””® Thus i
2. Unlike Leviathan, a name
ces in biblical and non-bibli-
arlier instances of the name
a creation of the Job poet,
o pair with the sea creature
poet’s rendering of an older
ed.

e model for Behemoth? lIts
narshy place where reeds,
y lotus grow (40:21-22). It is
rs, in particular the Jordan,
come from the mountains
or water suggests to many|
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muscles of its belly. 17 |
makes its tail stiff like a
cedar; the sinews of its
thighs are knit together.
18 Its bones are tubes o
bronze, its limbs like bars
of iron. 19 “lt is the firs
of the great acts of God,
only its Maker can ap-
proach it with the sword.
20 For the mountains
yield food for it where all
the wild animals play. 21
Under the lotus plants i
lies, in the covert of the
reeds and in the marsh.
22 The lotus trees cove
it for shade; the willows o
the wadi surround it. 23
Even if the river is turbu-
lent, itis not frightened; i
is confident though Jor-
dan rushes against its
mouth. 24 Can one take
it with hooks or pierce its
nose with a snare?

that Behemoth is modele
although the mention of
embarrassment for this inte
no hippopotamuses in the J
objection, since a legenda
a poet wishes to place it.
hippopotamus was an o

its belly. 17 Its tail is as
straight as a cedar. The
sinews of its thighs are
tightly knit together. 18
Its bones are tubes of
bronze. Its limbs are bars
of iron. 19 It is a prime
example of God’'s amaz-
ing handiwork. Only its
Creator can threaten it.
20 The mountains offer
it their best food, where
all the wild animals play.
21 It lies down under
the lotus plants, hidden
by the reeds. 22 The lo-
tus plants give it shade
among the willows be-
side the stream. 23 It is
not disturbed by raging
rivers, not even when the
swelling Jordan rushes
down upon it. 24 No one
can catch it off guard or
put a ring in its nose and
lead it away.

d after the hippopotamus,

ountains is something of an

rpretation. That there were
ordan in antiquity is no fatal
ry creature may live where
n Egyptian mythology, the
nous creature, associated

with the god Seth, the opponent of Horus. The temple
of Edfu, for example, contains illustrations of the god

Horus hunting Seth in th
Such a background would

form of a hippopotamus.5”’
provide Behemoth with an

aura comparable to that of Leviathan. Itis also possible,
however, that the primary animal imagery from which

Behemoth is shaped is that
also enjoys submerging itse
and inhabited the Lake Hul

of the water buffalo, which
fin rivers and marshy areas
h region in northern Pales-

tine in antiquity. Behemoth is said to “eat grass like an
ox,” and numerous bull-like monsters appear in Ugaritic
and Mesopotamian mythology.®”® The terrifying “Bull of
Heaven” let loose by the goddess Ishtar and killed by

Gilgamesh and Enkidu i

the best-known example.®d

Later apocalyptic literature speculated on the nature
of Behemoth and Leviathan. According to 2 Esdras
6:49-52, they were formed on the fifth day of creation.




them, Behemoth was given

the sea (cf. Apoc. Bar. 29:4
The depiction of thi

Look at Behemoth, whic
it eats grass like an ox.
Its strength is in its loins,
and its power in the
It makes its tail stiff like a ¢
the sinews of its thighs
Its bones are tubes of bron
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some power. Enough that ¢
food sources are describe
For the mountains yield fog

where all the wild ani

a

in the covert of the reed

The lotus trees cover it for
the willows of the wadi
Even if the river is turbul

it is confident though
mouth.

Can one take it with hooks
or pierce its nose with &

This creature, although low
than man, is none the les
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c. The Leviathan, 41
LXX
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Because the sea was not large enough to hold both o

a thousand mountains stood, and Leviathan was left in

two segments: vv. 15-19 and 20-24.

its limbs like bars of iron.
It is the first of the great acts of God,
only its Maker can apprpach it with the sword.

With God as its creator, this animal possesses awe-

Under the lotus plants it lies,

a part of the dry land where

; 1 Enoch 60:7-9).
reature revolves around

made just as | made you;

scles of its belly.
edar;

are knit together.
ze,

nly God can control it. Its
d next in vv. 20-24:

d for it

als play.

s and in the marsh.

shade;

surround it.

t, it is not frightened;
Jordan rushes against its

share?
er on the creative ladder
s filled with tremendous
OO
:1-34
NASB
41.1 “Can you draw
out Leviathan with a fish-
hook? Or press down
his tongue with a cord?
2 Can you put a rope in
his nose Or pierce his
jaw with a hook? 3 Will
he make many supplica-
tions to you, Or will he
speak to you soft words?
4 Will he make a cove-
nant with you? Will you
take him for a servant
forever? 5 Will you play
with him as with a bird,
Or will you bind him for
your maidens? 6 Will
the traders bargain over

him? Will they divide him

=7
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power. And a power that ¢
ing it, especially any hurn

In our world awesome
tive heads all across the
We struggle to understar
and defies explanation.

humans have limited abi
our God.

OO

NRSV

41.1 “Can you draw,
out Leviathan with a
fishhook, or press down
its tongue with a cord?
2 Can you put a rope
in its nose, or pierce its
jaw with a hook? 3 Will
it make many supplica-
tions to you? Will it speak
soft words to you? 4 Will
it make a covenant with
you to be taken as your
servant forever? 5 Will
you play with it as with
a bird, or will you put it
on leash for your girls? 6
Will traders bargain over
it? Will they divide it up

among the merchants?

Lo 'fﬁ

it. Job needed this reminder.
forces raise their destruc-

d
that power is used. It often
W
is what we typically need f
above and over such crea
it

continents of our planet.
their power. And the way
makes no logical sense,
hat Job needed to hear
o also hear. God stands
tures in His creation. We
y to control them, but not

OO

NLT

41.1 “Can you catch
a crocodile with a hook
or put a noose around its
jaw? 2 Can you tie it with
a rope through the nose
or pierce its jaw with a
spike? 3 Will it beg you
for mercy or implore you
for pity? 4 Will it agree to
work for you? Can you
make it be your slave for
life? 5 Can you make it a
pet like a bird, or give it
to your little girls to play
with? 6 Will merchants
try to buy it? Will they
sell it in their shops? 7
Will its hide be hurt by

darts, or its head by a

Page 9 of Job 40:6-41:34 Bible Study
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among the merchants? 7
Can you fill his skin with
harpoons, Or his head
with fishing spears? 8
Lay your hand on him;
Remember the battle;
you will not do it again!
9 Behold, your expecta-
tion is false; Will you be
laid low even at the sight
of him? 10 No one is so
fierce that he dares to
arouse him; Who then is
he that can stand before
Me?

11 Who has given
to Me that | should re-
pay him? Whatever is
under the whole heav-
en is Mine. 12 | will not
keep silence concerning
his limbs, Or his mighty
strength, or his orderly
frame. 13 “Who can
strip off his outer armor?
Who can come within
his double mail? 14 Who
can open the doors of
his face? Around his
teeth there is terror. 15
His strong scales are his
pride, Shut up as with a
tight seal. 16 One is so
near to another That no
air can come between
them. 17 They are joined
one to another; They
clasp each other and
cannot be separated. 18
His sneezes flash forth
light, And his eyes are
like the eyelids of the
morning. 19 Out of his
mouth go burning torch-
es; Sparks of fire leap
forth. 20 Out of his nos-
trils smoke goes forth As
from a boiling pot and
{burning} rushes. 21 His
breath kindles coals, And
a flame goes forth from
his mouth. 22 In his neck

Page 10 of Job 40:6-41:34 Bible Study

NRSV

7 Can you fill its skin with
harpoons, or its head
with fishing spears? 8
Lay hands on it; think of
the battle; you will not do
it again! 9 Any hope of
capturing it will be disap-
pointed; were not even
the gods overwhelmed
at the sight of it? 10 No
one is so fierce as to
dare to stir it up. Who
can stand before it?

11 Who can confronf
it and be safe? under the
whole heaven, who? 12
“I will not keep silence
concerning its limbs, or
its mighty strength, or its
splendid frame. 13 Who
can strip off its outer
garment? Who can pen-
etrate its double coat of
mail? 14 Who can open
the doors of its face?
There is terror all around
its teeth. 15 Its back is
made of shields in rows,
shut up closely as with a
seal. 16 One is so near
to another that no air can
come between them. 17
They are joined one to
another; they clasp each
other and cannot be sep-
arated. 18 Its sneezes
flash forth light, and its
eyes are like the eyelids
of the dawn. 19 From its
mouth go flaming torch-
es; sparks of fire leap
out. 20 Out of its nostrils
comes smoke, as from a
boiling pot and burning
rushes. 21 Its breath kin-
dles coals, and a flame
comes out of its mouth.
22 In its neck abides
strength, and terror
dances before it. 23 The
folds of its flesh cling to-
gether; it is firmly cast

NLT

harpoon? 8 If you lay a
hand on it, you will never
forget the battle that fol-
lows, and you will never
try it again! 9 “No, it is
useless to try to capture
it. The hunter who at-
tempts it will be thrown
down. 10 And since no
one dares to disturb the
crocodile, who would
dare to stand up to me?

11 “Who will confront
me and remain safe? Ev-
erything under heaven is
mine. 12 | want to em-
phasize the tremendous
strength in the croco-
dile’s limbs and through-
out its enormous frame.
13 Who can strip off its
hide, and who can pen-
etrate its double layer
of armor? 14 Who could
pry open its jaws? For its
teeth are terrible! 15 The
overlapping scales on
its back make a shield.
16 They are close to-
gether so no air can get
between them. 17 They
lock together so noth-
ing can penetrate them.
18 When it sneezes, it
flashes light! Its eyes
are like the red of dawn.
19 Fire and sparks
leap from its mouth. 20
Smoke streams from its
nostrils like steam from
a boiling pot on a fire
of dry rushes. 21 Yes,
its breath would kindle
coals, for flames shoot
from its mouth. 22 The
tremendous strength in
its neck strikes terror
wherever it goes. 23 Its
flesh is hard and firm, not
soft and fat. 24 Its heart
is as hard as rock, as
hard as a millstone. 25
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lodges strength, And dis-
may leaps before him.
23 The folds of his flesh
are joined together, Firm
on him and immovable.
24 His heart is as hard
as a stone, Even as hard
as a lower millstone. 25
When he raises himself
up, the mighty fear; Be-
cause of the crashing
they are bewildered. 26
The sword that reaches
him cannot avail, Nor the
spear, the dart or the jav-
elin. 27 He regards iron
as straw, Bronze as rot-
ten wood. 28 The arrow
cannot make him flee;
Slingstones are turned
into stubble for him. 29
Clubs are regarded as
stubble; He laughs at
the rattling of the javelin.
30 His underparts are
like sharp potsherds; He
spreads out /ike a thresh-
ing sledge on the mire.
31 He makes the depths
boil like a pot; He makes
the sea like a jar of oint-
ment. 32 Behind him he
makes a wake to shine;
One would think the
deep to be gray-haired.
33 Nothing on earth is
like him, One made with-
out fear. 34 He looks on
everything that is high;
He is king over all the
sons of pride.”

Notes:

If you take a look at the
will notice a different vers
then chapter 41 only has 2

NRSV

and immovable. 24 lIts
heart is as hard as stone,
as hard as the lower mill-
stone. 25 When it raises
itself up the gods are
afraid; at the crashing
they are beside them-
selves. 26 Though the
sword reaches it, it does
not avail, nor does the
spear, the dart, or the
javelin. 27 It counts iron
as straw, and bronze as
rotten wood. 28 The ar-
row cannot make it fleg;
slingstones, for it, are
turned to chaff. 29 Clubs
are counted as chaff;
it laughs at the rattle of
javelins. 30 Its under-
parts are like sharp pot
sherds; it spreads itself
like a threshing sledge
on the mire. 31 It makes
the deep boil like a pot; it
makes the sea like a pot
of ointment. 32 It leaves
a shining wake behind it;
one would think the deep
to be white-haired. 33
On earth it has no equal,
a creature without fear.
34 It surveys everything
that is lofty; it is king over
all that are proud.”

listing of verses in the G
fication pattern. In it 40:

NLT

When it rises, the mighty|
are afraid, gripped by
terror. 26 No sword can
stop it, nor spear nor
dart nor pointed shaft.
27 To the crocodile, iron
is nothing but straw, and
bronze is rotten wood.
28 Arrows cannot make
it flee. Stones shot from
a sling are as ineffective
as straw. 29 Clubs do no
good, and itlaughs at the
swish of the javelins. 30
Its belly is covered with
scales as sharp as glass.
They tear up the ground
as it drags through the
mud. 31 The crocodile
makes the water boil with
its commotion. It churns
the depths. 32 The water
glistens in its wake. One
would think the sea had
turned white. 33 There
is nothing else so fear-
less anywhere on earth.
34 Of all the creatures, it
is the proudest. It is the
king of beasts.”

reek Septuagint (LXX), you
25 continues to 40:32 and

6 verses rather than 34. There is no difference in the

content of the text. The English Bible translation pattern cuts off chapter 40 at
verse 24 and begins chapter 41 with verse 25 in th
Handbook on the Book aof Job, Translator’'s Handbook series, Logos Systems)

provides some insight here:

1-8 of chapter 41 in rsv an

In the Hebrew Bible chap%er
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40 continues to verse 32, in

d tev, and chapter 41 in the

a)

XX. William Reyburn (A

=

cluding the verses numbered
ebrew begins with what in




rsv and tev is verse 9 of the chapter. Some modern
translations (njb, bj, frcl, njv, tob, gecl, nab) follow the
Hebrew numbering. If theltranslator is preparing a Bible
in a community where a major language used by read-
ers follows the Hebrew numbering, it is advisable to do
the same, or to place the second set of numbers in the
margin with a brief note; for example, “Numbers to the
right of the line follow the Hebrew Bible.”

Thus the English Bible franslation patterns pretty
much follow the verse numbers of the Hebrew text,
rather than those in the Septuagint and the Latin
Vulgate.

The second creature, the Leviathan, lives in
the sea rather than on the| land like the Behemoth.
Once again, Carol Newsom (NIB, iPreach) provides
a helpful summation:

Whereas Behemoth’s

traordinary power finds its
artistic representation in images of repose and security,
Leviathan is rendered in images of violence, fire, and
turmoil. The segue between the two poems is hunting
imagery, which closes the poem on Behemoth (40:24)
and opens the one on Leviathan (41:1[40:25]). As a
motif, hunting is much more extensively developed in
the Leviathan section, since it provides a way to talk
about Leviathan’s dangerous violence.

Unlike “Behemoth,” the name “Leviathan” brings with
it a well-developed set of symbolic associations. Both in
Ugaritic mythology and injthe Bible, “Leviathan” (or “Lo-
tan”) is the name of a seg monster with which Yahweh,
Baal, and Anat do battle. In the Baal epic, the god Mot
refers to a victory of Baal, "when you killed
Lotan, the Fleeing Serpent, finished off
the Twisting Serpent, the seven-headed
monster.” Elsewhere, the goddess Anat
says, “Didn’t | demolish El's|Darling, Sea?
didn’t | finish off the divine river, Rabbim?
didn’t | snare the Dragon? | enveloped
him, | demolished the Twisting Serpent,
the seven-headed monster.”585 In the
Bible, the psalmist praises Yahweh, say—‘ :
ing, “It was you who split
your power;/ you broke t

him as food to the creatur
(Ps 74:13-14 NIV).
Establishment of the

as involving the same act
ish with his sword, his fierce, great and powerful sword,
Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling
serpent; he will slay the monster of the sea” (author’s
trans.). Similar associations are in Job’s mind when he
refers to those prepared|to “rouse up Leviathan” in a
curse (3:8). As the Ugaritic/quotations suggest, Levia-
than is one of a group of| closely related figures, all of
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whom are associated with the sea in its symbolic value
as chaotic power, represented in the Bible by Rahab
the dragon (9:13; 26:12; Ps 89:10[11]; Isa 51:9) and
the sea monster 111 (tan : 7:12; Ps 74:13; Isa 27:1;
Ezek 29:3; 32:2).

and not at all hostile. In Gen 1:21, the tanninim are sea
animals created as part of the work of the fifth day of
creation, concerning which God said that “it was good.”
In Ps 148:7, the tanninim are called upon to praise God
as part of universal praise, Similarly, Leviathan in Ps
104:26 is an animal that God has formed to play in the
sea. The representation of Leviathan in chap. 41 [chaps.
40—41] draws associations from both the mythic tradition
and the tradition represented in Genesis and the book
of Psalms.
Newsom (NIB, iPreach) also suggests the natural
flow of thought in the depiction of the Leviathian in
these verses:

like that o
, ., monster of
7 power and
who would attack it (vv.
he Leviathan stands as
the king of all creatures emoting pride
¢ and arrogance. Job is reminded that
only God can [control such a creature.
The point of this? In orld where the unknown,
especially that which was associated with the Great
Sea, evoked terror in humans, Job was challenged
by God to consider this power. When he got to the
place where he could control this monster the way
God could, then he could level his charges at God.
Our society needs a dose of humility like Job did.
We sometimes arrogantly shake our fits in God’s face
demanding that He do our bidding. What foolish-
ness!
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40.6 Then the LORD
answered Job out of the
storm and said, 7 “Now
gird up your loins like
a man; | will ask you,
and you instruct Me. 8
Will you really annul My
judgment? Will you con-
demn Me that you may
be justified? 9 Or do you
have an arm like God,
And can you thunder
with a voice like His? 10
Adorn yourself with emi-
nence and dignity, And
clothe yourself with hon-
or and majesty. 11 Pour
out the overflowings of
your anger, And look on
everyone who is proud,
and make him low. 12
Look on everyone who is
proud, and humble him,
And tread down the wick-
ed where they stand. 13
Hide them in the dust to-
gether; Bind them in the
hidden place. 14 Then |
will also confess to you,
That your own right hand
can save you.

15 “Behold now, Be-
hemoth, which | made
as well as you; He eats
grass like an ox. 16 Be-
hold now, his strength in
his loins And his power in
the muscles of his belly.
17 He bends his tail like a
cedar; The sinews of his
thighs are knit together.
18 His bones are tubes
of bronze; His limbs are
like bars of iron. 19 He
is the first of the ways of
God; Let his maker bring
near his sword. 20 Surely
the mountains bring him
food, And all the beasts
of the field play there. 21
Under the lotus plants
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NRSV

40.6 Then the Lord
answered Job out of the
whirlwind: 7 “Gird up
your loins like a man; |
will question you, and
you declare to me. 8 Will
you even put me in the
wrong? Will you con-
demn me that you may
be justified? 9 Have you
an arm like God, and can
you thunder with a voice
like his? 10 “Deck your-
self with majesty and
dignity; clothe yourself
with glory and splendor.
11 Pour out the over-
flowings of your anger,
and look on all who are
proud, and abase them.
12 Look on all who
are proud, and bring
them low; tread down
the wicked where they
stand. 13 Hide them all
in the dust together; bind
their faces in the world
below. 14 Then | will also
acknowledge to you that
your own right hand can
give you victory.

15 “Look at Behe-
moth, which | made just
as | made you; it eats
grass like an ox. 16 Its
strength is in its loins,
and its power in the
muscles of its belly. 17 It
makes its tail stiff like a
cedar; the sinews of its
thighs are knit together.
18 Its bones are tubes of
bronze, its limbs like bars
of iron. 19 “It is the first
of the great acts of God,
only its Maker can ap-
proach it with the sword.
20 For the mountains
yield food for it where all
the wild animals play. 21
Under the lotus plants it

NLT
40.6 Then the LORD
answered Job from

the whirlwind: 7 “Brace
yourself, because | have
some questions for you,
and you must answer
them. 8 Are you going
to discredit my justice
and condemn me so you
can say you are right?
9 Are you as strong as
God, and can you thun-
der with a voice like
his? 10 All right then,
put on your robes of
state, your majesty and
splendor. 11 Give vent to
your anger. Let it over-
flow against the proud.
12 Humiliate the proud
with a glance; walk on
the wicked where they
stand. 13 Bury them in
the dust. Imprison them
in the world of the dead.
14 Then even | would
praise you, for your own
strength  would save
you.

15 “Take a look at the
mighty hippopotamus. |
made it, just as | made
you. It eats grass like an
ox. 16 See its powerful
loins and the muscles of
its belly. 17 Its tail is as
straight as a cedar. The
sinews of its thighs are
tightly knit together. 18
Its bones are tubes of
bronze. Its limbs are bars
of iron. 19 It is a prime
example of God’s amaz-
ing handiwork. Only its
Creator can threaten it.
20 The mountains offer
it their best food, where
all the wild animals play.
21 It lies down under
the lotus plants, hidden
by the reeds. 22 The lo-
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he lies down, In the co-
vert of the reeds and
the marsh. 22 The lotus
plants cover him with
shade; The willows of
the brook surround him.
23 If a river rages, he is
not alarmed; He is confi-
dent, though the Jordan
rushes to his mouth. 24
Can anyone capture him
when he is on watch,
With barbs can anyone
pierce his nose?

41.1 “Can you draw|
out Leviathan with a fish-
hook? Or press down
his tongue with a cord?
2 Can you put a rope in
his nose Or pierce his
jaw with a hook? 3 Will
he make many supplica-
tions to you, Or will he
speak to you soft words?
4 Will he make a cove-
nant with you? Will you
take him for a servant
forever? 5 Will you play
with him as with a bird,
Or will you bind him for
your maidens? 6 Will
the traders bargain over
him? Will they divide him
among the merchants? 7
Can you fill his skin with
harpoons, Or his head
with fishing spears? 8
Lay your hand on him;
Remember the battle;
you will not do it again!
9 Behold, your expecta-
tion is false; Will you be
laid low even at the sight
of him? 10 No one is so
fierce that he dares to
arouse him; Who then is
he that can stand before
Me?

11 Who has given to
Me that | should repay
him? Whatever is un-
der the whole heaven is
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lies, in the covert of the
reeds and in the marsh.
22 The lotus trees cover
it for shade; the willows of
the wadi surround it. 23
Even if the river is turbu-
lent, itis not frightened; it
is confident though Jor-
dan rushes against its
mouth. 24 Can one take
it with hooks or pierce its
nose with a snare?

41.1 “Can you draw
out Leviathan with a fish-
hook, or press down its
tongue with a cord? 2
Can you put a rope in
its nose, or pierce its
jaw with a hook? 3 Will
it make many supplica-
tions to you? Will it speak
soft words to you? 4 Will
it make a covenant with
you to be taken as your
servant forever? 5 Will
you play with it as with
a bird, or will you put it
on leash for your girls? 6
Will traders bargain over
it? Will they divide it up
among the merchants?
7 Can you fill its skin with
harpoons, or its head
with fishing spears? 8
Lay hands on it; think of
the battle; you will not do
it again! 9 Any hope of
capturing it will be disap-
pointed; were not even
the gods overwhelmed
at the sight of it? 10 No
one is so fierce as to
dare to stir it up. Who
can stand before it?

11 Who can confront
it and be safe? under the
whole heaven, who? 12
“I will not keep silence
concerning its limbs, or
its mighty strength, or its
splendid frame. 13 Who
can strip off its outer

tus plants give it shade
among the willows be-
side the stream. 23 It is
not disturbed by raging
rivers, not even when the
swelling Jordan rushes
down upon it. 24 No one
can catch it off guard or
put a ring in its nose and
lead it away.

41.1 “Can you catch
a crocodile with a hook
or put a noose around its
jaw? 2 Can you tie it with
a rope through the nose
or pierce its jaw with a
spike? 3 Will it beg you
for mercy or implore you
for pity? 4 Will it agree to
work for you? Can you
make it be your slave for
life? 5 Can you make it a
pet like a bird, or give it
to your little girls to play
with? 6 Will merchants
try to buy it? Will they
sell it in their shops? 7
Will its hide be hurt by
darts, or its head by a
harpoon? 8 If you lay a
hand on it, you will never
forget the battle that fol-
lows, and you will never
try it again! 9 “No, it is
useless to try to capture
it. The hunter who at-
tempts it will be thrown
down. 10 And since no
one dares to disturb the
crocodile, who would
dare to stand up to me?

11 “Who will confront
me and remain safe? Ev-
erything under heaven is
mine. 12 | want to em-
phasize the tremendous
strength in the croco-
dile’s limbs and through-
out its enormous frame.
13 Who can strip off its
hide, and who can pen-
etrate its double layer
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Mine. 12 | will not keep
silence concerning his

limbs, Or his mighty
strength, or his orderly
frame. 13 “Who can

strip off his outer armor?
Who can come within
his double mail? 14 Who
can open the doors of
his face? Around his
teeth there is terror. 15
His strong scales are his
pride, Shut up as with a
tight seal. 16 One is so
near to another That no
air can come between
them. 17 They are joined
one to another; They
clasp each other and
cannot be separated. 18
His sneezes flash forth
light, And his eyes are
like the eyelids of the
morning. 19 Out of his
mouth go burning torch-
es; Sparks of fire leap
forth. 20 Out of his nos-
trils smoke goes forth As
from a boiling pot and
{burning} rushes. 21 His
breath kindles coals, And
a flame goes forth from
his mouth. 22 In his neck
lodges strength, And dis-
may leaps before him.
23 The folds of his flesh
are joined together, Firm
on him and immovable.
24 His heart is as hard
as a stone, Even as hard
as a lower millstone. 25
When he raises himself
up, the mighty fear; Be-
cause of the crashing
they are bewildered. 26
The sword that reaches
him cannot avail, Nor the
spear, the dart or the jav-
elin. 27 He regards iron
as straw, Bronze as rot-
ten wood. 28 The arrow
cannot make him flee;
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garment? Who can pen-
etrate its double coat of
mail? 14 Who can open
the doors of its face?
There is terror all around
its teeth. 15 Its back is
made of shields in rows,
shut up closely as with a
seal. 16 One is so near
to another that no air can
come between them. 17
They are joined one to
another; they clasp each
other and cannot be sep-
arated. 18 Its sneezes
flash forth light, and its
eyes are like the eyelids
of the dawn. 19 From its
mouth go flaming torch-
es; sparks of fire leap
out. 20 Out of its nostrils
comes smoke, as from a
boiling pot and burning
rushes. 21 Its breath kin-
dles coals, and a flame
comes out of its mouth.
22 In its neck abides
strength, and terror
dances before it. 23 The
folds of its flesh cling to-
gether; it is firmly cast
and immovable. 24 Its
heart is as hard as stone,
as hard as the lower mill-
stone. 25 When it raises
itself up the gods are
afraid; at the crashing
they are beside them-
selves. 26 Though the
sword reaches it, it does
not avail, nor does the
spear, the dart, or the
javelin. 27 It counts iron
as straw, and bronze as
rotten wood. 28 The ar-
row cannot make it fleg;
slingstones, for it, are
turned to chaff. 29 Clubs
are counted as chaff;
it laughs at the rattle of
javelins. 30 Its under-
parts are like sharp pot-

of armor? 14 Who could
pry open its jaws? For its
teeth are terrible! 15 The
overlapping scales on
its back make a shield.
16 They are close to-
gether so no air can get
between them. 17 They
lock together so noth-
ing can penetrate them.
18 When it sneezes, it
flashes light! Its eyes
are like the red of dawn.
19 Fire and sparks
leap from its mouth. 20
Smoke streams from its
nostrils like steam from
a boiling pot on a fire
of dry rushes. 21 Yes,
its breath would kindle
coals, for flames shoot
from its mouth. 22 The
tremendous strength in
its neck strikes terror
wherever it goes. 23 Its
flesh is hard and firm, not
soft and fat. 24 Its heart
is as hard as rock, as
hard as a millstone. 25
When it rises, the mighty
are afraid, gripped by
terror. 26 No sword can
stop it, nor spear nor
dart nor pointed shaft.
27 To the crocodile, iron
is nothing but straw, and
bronze is rotten wood.
28 Arrows cannot make
it flee. Stones shot from
a sling are as ineffective
as straw. 29 Clubs do no
good, and itlaughs at the
swish of the javelins. 30
Its belly is covered with
scales as sharp as glass.
They tear up the ground
as it drags through the
mud. 31 The crocodile
makes the water boil with
its commotion. It churns
the depths. 32 The water
glistens in its wake. One
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Slingstones are turned
into stubble for him. 29
Clubs are regarded as
stubble; He laughs at
the rattling of the javelin.
30 His underparts are
like sharp potsherds; He
spreads out /ike a thresh-
ing sledge on the mire.
31 He makes the depths
boil like a pot; He makes
the sea like a jar of oint-
ment. 32 Behind him he
makes a wake to shine;
One would think the
deep to be gray-haired.
33 Nothing on earth is
like him, One made with-
out fear. 34 He looks on
everything that is high;
He is king over all the
sons of pride.”
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sherds; it spreads itself
like a threshing sledge
on the mire. 31 It makes
the deep boil like a pot; it
makes the sea like a pot
of ointment. 32 It leaves
a shining wake behind it;
one would think the deep
to be white-haired. 33
On earth it has no equal,
a creature without fear.
34 It surveys everything
that is lofty; it is king over
all that are proud.”

would think the sea had
turned white. 33 There
is nothing else so fear-
less anywhere on earth.
34 Of all the creatures, it
is the proudest. It is the
king of beasts.”
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Page 18 of Job 40:6-41:34 Bible Study

Job 41:6 - 41:26
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