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This is the second lesson on the resurrection appearances of Jesus and is also taken from the Gospel
of John.

L Context
Because the basic background material for this study remains the same as for last week’s study from
chapter 20, the relevant material in that lesson will be copied into this lesson for convenient reference.

a Historical

Regarding the composition of the fourth gospel, a wide range of viewpoints will be uncovered in mod-
ern New Testament scholarship. Regarding the origin of the document, Massey H. Shepherd in the
Interpreter’s One Volume Commentary on the Bible has a helpful summation:

The acceptance of the gospel in the NT canon in the late 2nd - early 3rd cent. was a seal of acceptance of its

authorship by John son of Zebedee, one of the 12 apostles of Jesus. Though contested at that time, this official view

held the day without serious challenge until recent times; and it is still stoutly defended by many able scholars,

Catholic and Protestant. Its strongest support is the testimony of Irenaeus, who claimed to have received the

tradition firsthand, when a youth, from Polycarp.

Although modern NT scholarship is not as confident in the traditional view of authorship, the document’s
origin is generally viewed to have taken place sometime in the middle 80s to the middle 90s of the first
Christian century. Assuming the correctness of the Johannine connection to this document, the ministry of
the Apostle John seems to have been focused in the region of Ephesus in the Roman province of Asia
during the second half of the beginning Christian century. In this view, the gospel would have been written
in that region and most likely addressed to Christians living in the same general area. Alternative views
move in the direction of not having an idea about who wrote the gospel and will tend to project a somewhat
later date but still originating in the same region.

In either case the gospel comes out of a Johannine oriented community of believers and seeks to
provide insight about Jesus to members of that community as well as those perhaps attracted to this new
religion that would come to be called Christianity. For a helpful summary of the religious views found in the
gospel, see Gary M. Burge, “John, the Theology of,” in the Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theol-

ogy.

b. Literary
Regarding the literary setting of 21:1-23, Gary M. Burge in the Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of
Biblical Theology has a helpful summary of the literary structure of the fourth gospel:

The Fourth Gospel is organized into two principle sections and these are framed by a prologue (1:1-18) and an
epilogue (21:1-25), each of which were likely added at some later date either by the Gospel's author or one of his
followers. The prologue introduces the incarnation of the preexistent Word and poetically sets the stage for all that
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is to follow: God discloses his Son in the world of darkness; he is popularly rejected; a select group of followers
discover life; and even though the darkness tries, it cannot defeat this Son.

The first section is commonly called the Book of Signs (1:19-12:50) in order to describe how Jesus appears
within Judaism replacing its institutions (the temple, sacred wells, teachers) and festivals (Passover, Tabernacles).
He offers overwhelming messianic gifts that exploit images intrinsic in the Jewish setting in the narrative (wine,
wisdom, water, healing, bread, light, life). The final event is the raising of Lazarus—which utterly discloses Jesus'
identity—as well as seals his fate. But even though Jesus experiences hostility among the Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem, still he discovers receptivity in Galilee (2:11; 4:45; 7:1; etc.) and at the end of this section, Greeks from
Galilee eagerly line up to follow him (12:20-26).

The second section is called the Book of Glory (13:1-20:31) because now Jesus takes aside his followers,
washes their feet at his final Passover meal (13:1-20), and exhaustively explains to them who he is and what will
happen (13:31-17:26). But hinted throughout the Gospel is the notion that the impending cross of Christ will be no
tragedy, but a time when his glory will become visible to all (3:13-15; 13:31; 17:1-5). The cross is one more sign
given to disclose that Jesus has been sent by the Father and is now returning to him. For John, this cross is
voluntary (10:11, 17, 18). Christ is departing, having completed the work he set out to do. But before he goes, he
distributes gifts to all among his followers (20:19-29), blessing them one more time.

Most scholars think that the earliest ending of the gospel is in 20:30-31 and that chapter 21 is a later addition
no doubt from the same Johannine sources that supplied the original Gospel. If it is secondary, it nevertheless has
the ring of historicity and the echo of Johannine language. Jesus makes a resurrection appearance and commis-
sions his followers in anticipation of his permanent absence.

This is perhaps the most commonly held view regarding the thought structure of the gospel of John. And it
has more to commend it than most of the alternative viewpoints.

My own understanding derived from almost forty years of study of this document is that the role of the

Prologue is quite substantial in setting a conceptual foundation for the rest of the document. The basic
viewpoint of Jesus as the divine Word (Logos) set forth in 1:1-18 becomes the conceptual filter through
which the story of Jesus is told in the remainder of the gospel. For more details see my treatment at
Cranfordville.com under NT Study Aids. This is a major reason for the narrative view of John being so
dramatically different than that of the Synoptic Gospels, as each gospel writer tells his own story of Jesus.

The particular context of 21:1-23 can be seen more clearly from looking at the Life of Christ outline at

Cranfordville.com:

VL.

Matthew Mark Luke John
Resurrection appearances and ascension
28:1-20 16:1-20 24:1-53 20:1-21:25
(2%) (3%) (5%) (6%)
A.  The Empty Tomb
28:1-8 16:1-8 24:1-12 20:1-10
B. The Appearances to His Disciples
28:9-20 16:9-20 24:13-53 20:11-21:25
1. The Bribing of the Soldiers
28:11-15
2. Tothe Elevenin Galilee
28:16-20
3. Tothe Two Disciples on the Road to Emmaus
— (16:12-13) 24:13-35 -
4. Tothe Disciples in Jerusalem
— (16:14-18) 24:36-49 —
5. The Ascension of Jesus
-— (16:19-20) 24:50-53 —
6. ToMary Magdalene
-— (16:9-11) — 20:11-18
7. Tothe Disciples in Jerusalem
— — - 20:19-23
8. Tothe Disciples with Thomas present
— — - 20:24-29
9. Tothe Seven Disciples at the Sea of Tiberias
— — - 21:1-23
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Our passage, 21:1-23, contains the last of the four resurrection appearances of Jesus to the disciples
and to Mary that are found in the fourth gospel. These are unique to this gospel and are not described by
any of the other gospel writers. Establishing a clearly defined sequence of the resurrection appearances of
Jesus between the three gospels that originally contained accounts is very difficult. The thematic concerns
of each gospel writer was more important than reconstructing a chronology of the appearances. We must,
therefore, content ourselves to looking at the various accounts in each gospel and gain the insight provided
by each. Since there is no overlapping between the accounts, the chronological issues become less
important than they would otherwise be. We can determine, however, that these eight appearances took
place over a forty day period between the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus. Luke provides this
insight in Acts 1:3 (NRSV): “After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”

Aword needs to be said about the literary nature of chapter twenty-three in John. Most New Testament
scholars who study the Johannine section of the New Testament carefully will conclude that this final
chapter has been added to the rest of the document as a postscript. Whether or not it was a part of the
original compositional process and was simply added after the passing of some time and before the
document was circulated to various ancient Christian communities is not clear. The alternative possibility
is that this was added sometime afterwards by members of the Johannine community as a testimony to
John. More scholars are persuaded this way, than with the first possibility. But the broad consensus is that
this material is a later addition, which ever of the above situations most adequately explains how this was
done. A major basis for seeing this as an addition is the change of narrative viewpoint, along with substan-
tial shift in vocabulary and writing style that talks about the same topics as in the rest of the document but
expresses those ideas with different words and phraseology. Unfortunately, the process of English trans-
lation tends to wash out these distinctives so that they are more difficult to spot from a translation.

But the last two verses of the chapter provide the clearest signal of what is going on (vv. 24-25, NRSV):
“24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know that his testimony is true.
25 But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, | suppose that the world
itself could not contain the books that would be written.” These verses suggest that this material is an addition by
their attempt to identify the Beloved Disciple and by the indication that he is the one who has written the
previous material (that is, chapters 1-20).

Il. Message

The most natural division of these verses is twofold: (1) the appearance of Jesus to the disciples in
Galilee (vv. 1-14), and (2) the special instruction given to Peter with mention of the Beloved Disciple’s fate
(vv. 15-23).

a By the Seashore, vv. 1-14

The Greek New Testament
21:1> Meta 1ot EQoVEPOCEV
€0V10V TAAly 0 'Incodg t0lg
uobntaig €mt tig BoAdoong Tig
TiBeprddoc €hpovEépmOEY dE 0VTMG.
21:2> foav ouod Ztpwv Iétpog
Kol Owudg 0 Aeyduevog AldVUHOC
kol Nabavonk o ano Kovo tiig
ToMAalog kol ot toD ZePedoiov
KOl GAAOL €K TOV Lobntdv 00ToD
dvo. <21:3> Aéyel 0010l Zipwy

[T€tpog, ‘YmAdywm OALEVELV.
Aéyovolv avt®d, Epyxoueba kol
nueig ovv cot. €ENABov kol
evéPnoav €l¢ 10 mAolOV, KOl €V

NRSV

1 After these things Jesus
showed himself again to the dis-
ciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and
he showed himself in this way. 2
Gathered there together were Si-
mon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Gali-
lee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. 3 Simon
Peter said to them, "I am going
fishing." They said to him, "We will
go with you." They went out and
got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. 4 Just after day-

NLT

1 Later Jesus appeared again
to the disciples beside the Sea of
Galilee. This is how it happened.
2 Several of the disciples were
there — Simon Peter, Thomas
(nicknamed the Twin), Nathanael
from Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two other disciples.
3 Simon Peter said, "I'm going
fishing." "We'll come, too," they all
said. So they went out in the boat,
but they caught nothing all night.
4 At dawn the disciples saw Jesus
standing on the beach, but they
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€KELVN T VUKTL €NLOGOV OVOEV.
21:4> mpwiog d€ MON YEVOUEVNS
€0t Incodg €1¢ TOV alylalov, ov
uévtotr qoéetcayv ol pabntal 0Tl
‘Incodg €oty. <21:5> Aéyetl ovv
ovtoic [0] Incodg, TTotdio, un Tt
TPOocOdylov £xete; amekpiOncoy
avt®, OV, 21:6> 6 8¢ einev 00TOG,
BaAete €ig ta 6e&ia puépn 100
mAolov 10 d1KTLOV, KOl EVPNCETE.
gBalov oVv, Kol 0VKETL 0VTO
€AKVo0L ToyLoV Ao T0V TANB0LE
v 100V, <21:7> Aéyet ovv O
uobntng £kelvog Ov Nyoma 6 Incote
1@ [M€Tp®, ‘O KVPLOg E0TLY. ZiUmV
ovv ITétpog dxovoog &t O KVPLOC
£otLy 10V énevdvmy dte{doato, Nv
YO YOUVOC, KOl EBOAEV EQVTOV E1C
myv BdAooccay, <21:8> ol de GAlol
podntoi T mhotapio nABov, 0O Yop
Noav pakpay amd e Yiig GALY Mg
OO TNY®V 010KO0GLWY, GVPOVIEG TO
diktvov 1@V 1x00mv. 21:9> d¢ oV
onéPnoav €1¢ v yiiv PAETOVLOLY
avOpaKLaY KELWEVNYV KOl OYAPLOV
emikeiuevov kal dptov. <21:10»
A€yel 00101lg 0 Incovg, 'Eveéykorte
Amd TAY OYapimv @V ETLAcaTte VOV.
21:11> dvéPn odv Zipwv TTétpog
Kol €IAKVOEV TO OLKTLOV €1G TNV
Yiv ueotov iyx0Vwv ueydimv
€K0TOV TEVTNKOVTO TPLAV' KOl
T0600VTOV OVIMV 0VK €o)16On 10
diktvov. <21:12> A€yer 00T01g O
‘Incodg, AeDTE APLOTNOOTE. OVOELG
d€ €100 TOV pabnTdv €etdoat
avTov, IO Tic £1; €iddtec 1L O
KVpLog €otiv. <21:13> €pyetat
‘Incodg kol Aapupaver Tov ApTov Kot
d1dWolY avToilg, KOl TO OWYApLoV
ouolwe. <21:14> toUto MdN TPiTOV
£povepmbn Incotc toig pobnroic
£YePOELG €K VEKPDV.

Comments:

break, Jesus stood on the beach;
but the disciples did not know that
it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to

them, "Children, you have no fish,
have you?" They answered him,

"No." 6 He said to them, "Cast the
net to the right side of the boat, and
you will find some." So they cast
it, and now they were not able to
haul it in because there were so
many fish. 7 That disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the
Lord!" When Simon Peter heard
that it was the Lord, he put on

some clothes, for he was naked,
and jumped into the sea. 8 But the
other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they
were not far from the land, only

about a hundred yards off. 9 When
they had gone ashore, they saw a
charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. 10 Jesus said to them,
"Bring some of the fish that you

have just caught." 11 So Simon

Peter went aboard and hauled the
net ashore, full of large fish, a hun-
dred fifty-three of them; and

though there were so many, the

net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to
them, "Come and have breakfast."
Now none of the disciples dared

to ask him, "Who are you?" be-
cause they knew it was the Lord.
13 Jesus came and took the bread
and gave it to them, and did the

same with the fish. 14 This was

now the third time that Jesus ap-
peared to the disciples after he

was raised from the dead.

couldn't see who he was. 5 He

called out, "Friends, have you

caught any fish?" "No," they re-
plied. 6 Then he said, "“Throw out
your net on the right-hand side of
the boat, and you'll get plenty of
fish!" So they did, and they couldn't
draw in the net because there

were so many fishinit. 7 Then the
disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord,

he put on his tunic (for he had

stripped for work), jumped into the
water, and swam ashore. 8 The

others stayed with the boat and

pulled the loaded net to the shore,
for they were only out about three
hundred feet. 9 When they got

there, they saw that a charcoal fire
was burning and fish were frying
over it, and there was bread. 10

"Bring some of the fish you've just
caught," Jesus said. 11 So Simon
Peter went aboard and dragged

the net to the shore. There were
153 large fish, and yet the net

hadn't torn. 12 "Now come and

have some breakfast!" Jesus

said. And no one dared ask him if
he really was the Lord because

they were sure of it. 13 Then

Jesus served them the bread and
the fish. 14 This was the third time
Jesus had appeared to his dis-
ciples since he had been raised

from the dead.

Massey H. Shepherd in the John section of the Interpreter’s One Volume Commentary on the Bible
has a helpful summation of these verses.
This episode, with its setting at the Sea of Tiberias (cf. 6:1), has similarities to the story in Luke 5:2-11—esp. in the
initiative of Peter, followed by his call to discipleship; the mention of the sons of Zebedee, only here in this gospel;
and the heavy weight of fish. The story may well be a completion of the unfinished and unfulfilled promise of Mark
14:28; 16:7 of an appearance to the disciples in Galilee. But the author has given the tradition a Eucharistic
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allusion, comparable to that in the feeding of the multitude (ch. 6)—i.e. the risen Lord is made known in the
breaking of bread (cf. Luke 24:35; Acts 10:41). Note that Jesus has already prepared the breakfast of bread and fish
before ever the fish are brought in by the disciples. Note too that it is the beloved disciple who is first to recognize
the Lord, as it was he who was first to believe in the Resurrection (20:8). The number of fish, a hundred and fifty-
three (vs. 11), has inspired many attempts at symbolic interpretation—e.g. Jerome declared it the total of species
of fish, and Augustine discovered it is the sum of the numbers 1 to 17, which in turn is the sum of the symbolic

numbers 10 and 7.

This appearance of Jesus to the disciples took place in northern Palestine at the Sea of Galilee, which
is here called the Sea of Tiberias. The mention of “again” (v. 1) indicates that the writer intends this to be a

subsequent appearance of Jesus. The first two were in Jerusalem,
but this one is in Galilee. With unusual language not used elsewhere
in the gospel, the writer stresses that Jesus revealed himself to the
disciples (2x in verse 1; 1xin v. 14).
GAULANITIS The scene begins (vv. 1-3) with Peter along with six other dis-
ciples together along the sea shore. Peter decided to go fishing and
the others went with him. Those mentioned include Thomas, Natha-
nael, the two sons of Zebedee (James and John) and two other un-
named disciples. But they were unsuccessful in their efforts, even
though they had worked through the night.
g Tigga This activity has sometimes been viewed as a negative action by
"~ these disciples, but the text provides no suggestion that they were
doing something wrong or inappropriate by going fishing. This was no
. : act of disobedience by them to their Lord.
e Early the next morning (v. 4), Jesus stood on the shore and in-
structed them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat, which
they did. Their success was astounding. With this surprising catch of
fish things began clicking in the disciples’ minds. The unnamed be-
loved disciple (most likely John) recognized Jesus and told Peter, “It is
the Lord.” With that Peter threw on some clothes and jumped in the sea to get to shore ahead of the boat.
He was more interested in seeing the Lord than in the fish that had been caught. In the meantime, the
others managed to get the boat ashore so they could also see Jesus.

Once everyone was there (vv. 9-13), they discovered a fire already going with some fish on it. But
some more fish was needed, so Peter hauled in the net from the boat to provide some more fish for
breakfast. The language of the text, especially verse thirteen (“Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and did the same with the fish”), is similar to that at the Last Supper, which is found in the synoptic
Gospels rather than in John. But it also reminds of the feeding of the 5,000 in chapter six (NRSV, v. 11):
“Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the
fish, as much as they wanted.”

The mentioning of the precise number of 153 fish being caught has occasioned countless speculation
regarding the possible symbolic significance of this number. For an interesting summation of a wide vari-
ety of proposals see George Beasley-Murray, John, vol. 36 in the Word Biblical Commentary series, pp.
401-404. When all is said and done, we don’t know for certain exactly what the number specifies. The
speculation began with Jerome who citing an ancient source saw it as representing all the species of fish
known in the ancient world. The speculation goes down hill from there. The obvious meaning is that a very
large number were caught through the supernatural intervention of Jesus.

What can be learned from these verses? One thing is clear. The disciples were going about their daily
routine when Jesus revealed himself to them. He reflected interest in their nonreligious activities as well as
for their hunger by providing them breakfast.

Sometimes spiritually charged experiences of worship and encounter with God leave one thinking that
this should be a continuous experience. When life settles back down into a regular routine, the conclusion
may be drawn that something is wrong with one’s spiritual life. Of course, the older we become the more
strength we find in regular routine. As young people such is boring and dull.

Geanltdenar Miudstry of Jesus
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Yet in the midst of everyday activities, Jesus can show up and transform that experience into a wonder-
ful encounter with God. We must never forget that.

b. Peter’s Test, vv. 15-25
The Greek New Testament

21:15> "O1e ovv Hpiomoov
A€yel 1@ Ziuwve ITetpe 0 Incodg,
Ziuwv Toavvov, ayards ue TAEoV
oUTOV;, AEYeEL 00T®, Nal, KOpLe,
oV 0180¢ 8Tt MIAD oe. Aéyel aDTd,
Bdoke ta apvio pov. <21:16> Aéyet
0VT® TAALV devTEPOV, XUV
lwavvov, ayardc ue; AEYEL 0VTA,
Noi, k0pte, 6V o1dog 1L MG OF.
A€yel avt®, Iotpoive ta TpdPortd
pov. 21:17> Aéyetr avT® 10 TpilToV,
Jluwv lodvvov, PLAElS UE;
grumnen o Iétpog 611 elnev aHT®
10 tpiltov, PUAEIC ue; Kol AEYEL
avt®, Kvpie, mavto o oldac, ov
YIWVOOKELG OTL OIAD OE. AEYEL QVTH
[0 Incodg], Booke ta mpdPatd, wov.
21:18> aunv aunv A&ym cot, Ote
NG VEDTEPOC, £LMVVVEC GEOVTOV KO
TEPLETATELG OOV NOEAEC” OTOV OE
YNpaons, EKTEVELG TOC XELPCS GOV,
KOl GALOC o€ {WOoEL KOl 0loeL OOV
oV Bélelc. 21:19> toUt0 8¢ inev
onuoilvey molm Bavdte SoEdoeL TOV
Bedv. Kol 10070 EIMAOV AEYEL AVTHD
, ’AxolovBel pot.

21:20> 'Emotpadelg o TTétpog
BA€mel tOvV noOntv Ov Nydma o
‘Incodg akoAovBodvTa, 0¢ KOl
OVETECEV €V TM OEITVE €M1 TO
oti00¢ ovTod Kot elnev, Kopie, tig
€01y 0 Tapadidovg og; <21:21>
t0Vt0V 0VV 180V O [TéTpog Aéyel 1®
Tnoo®, Kpie, ovtog 8¢ 11; 21:22>
A€yel avtd 0 ‘Incodg, Eav ovtov
0L m uévely £mg Epyouort, Tt TPOg
6€; oV pol akoiovBet. <21:23>
£ERABEV 0VV 0VTOC O AdYOC £1¢ TOVG
adeAdoVG OTL O LOONTNG EKETVOC
oVK GmoBvVicKEL 0VK £imev 88
0VT® 0 Incodg 0T 0VK AmoOVHoKEL
aA)N, 'Eav adtov 0€Am uévelv €mg
€pyouor], Tt Tpog oEl;
21:24> OV16¢ €6tV 6 padNTg O
LOPTUPAV TEPL TOVTOV KOl O
YPAWyOG ToDTO, Kol OLOOUEY OTL

NRSV

15 When they had finished
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, "Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?" He
said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know
that | love you." Jesus said to him,
"Feed my lambs." 16 A second
time he said to him, "Simon son
of John, do you love me?"He said
to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that
I love you." Jesus said to him,
“Tend my sheep." 17 He said to
him the third time, "Simon son of
John, do you love me?"Peter felt
hurt because he said to him the
third time, "Do you love me?" And
he said to him, "Lord, you know
everything; you know that | love
you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my
sheep. 18 Very truly, | tell you,
when you were younger, you used
to fasten your own belt and to go
wherever you wished. But when
you grow old, you will stretch out
your hands, and someone else will
fasten a belt around you and take
you where you do not wish to go."
19 (He said this to indicate the
kind of death by which he would
glorify God.) After this he said to
him, "Follow me."

20 Peter turned and saw the
disciple whom Jesus loved follow-
ing them; he was the one who had
reclined next to Jesus at the sup-
per and had said, "Lord, who is it
that is going to betray you?" 21
When Peter saw him, he said to
Jesus, "Lord, what about him?" 22
Jesus said to him, "If it is my will
that he remain until | come, what
is that to you? Follow me!" 23 So
the rumor spread in the commu-
nity that this disciple would not die.
Yet Jesus did not say to him that
he would not die, but, "If it is my

NLT

15 After breakfast Jesus said
to Simon Peter, "Simon son of
John, do you love me more than
these?" "Yes, Lord," Peter replied,
"you know | love you." "Then feed
my lambs," Jesus told him. 16
Jesus repeated the question: "Si-
mon son of John, do you love me?"
"Yes, Lord," Peter said, "you know
| love you." "Then take care of my
sheep," Jesus said. 17 Once
more he asked him, "Simon son
of John, do you love me?" Peter
was grieved that Jesus asked the
question a third time. He said,
“Lord, you know everything. You
know | love you." Jesus said,
“Then feed my sheep. 18 The truth
i, when you were young, you were
able to do as you liked and go
wherever you wanted to. But when
you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and others will direct
you and take you where you don't
wantto go." 19 Jesus said this to
let him know what kind of death
he would die to glorify God. Then
Jesus told him, "Follow me."

20 Peter turned around and
saw the disciple Jesus loved fol-
lowing them — the one who had
leaned over to Jesus during sup-
per and asked, "Lord, who among
us will betray you?" 21 Peter
asked Jesus, "What about him,
Lord?" 22 Jesus replied, "If | want
him to remain alive until | return,
what is that to you? You follow
me." 23 So the rumor spread
among the community of believ-
ers that that disciple wouldn't die.
But that isn't what Jesus said at
all. He only said, "If | want him to
remain alive until | return, what is
that to you?" 24 This is that dis-
ciple who saw these events and
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OANON g 00TOD M HapTLPLo ECTLV. will that he remain until | come, recorded them here. And we all
21:25> "Eotwv 8¢ kol GAAa  Whatis thattoyou?" 24 Thisisthe know that his account of these

noALO 6 €noincev 6 Incodg, disciple whois testifying to these  things is accurate.
GTva €av ypadntot ka® év, ovd  things and has written them, and 25 And | suppose thatiif all the
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Comments:

This second segment of the passage is actually three distinct passages: (1) Peter’s test, vv. 15-19; (2)
prediction of John’s death (vv. 20-24); (3) postscript (v. 25).

After the meal, in the flow of the narrative, Jesus put Peter to the test with his haunting question, “Do
you love me?” Although much is sometimes made of the shift of verbs in the three questions (ayardc to
p1Aeic), the more significant aspect is the threefold repetition of the question, which pressed Peter to deep
reflection and soul-searching. Previously Peter had pledged undying loyalty to Jesus, only to deny him at
his trial. Peter really did love the Lord and his consistent actions with a few wavers here and there proved
his devotion. The forty days between resurrection and ascension were perhaps a greater test for Peter
than for the other disciples.

Peter not only passed the test but received his marching orders as well: to take care of God’s people,
as a shepherd takes care of his flock. Peter will later echo this same language with a similar admonition to
pastors in 1 Pet. 5:1-3 (NRSV):

“1 Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory to be

revealed, | exhort the elders among you 2 to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight,

not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it — not for sordid gain but eagerly. 3 Do not lord it
over those in your charge, but be examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the
crown of glory that never fades away.”
Peter would have to learn to do this, since as a fisherman the ways of a shepherd were not a part of his
training and orientation. But he would learn and serve well.

Verses 18-19 contains a prophecy of Peter’s eventual death, most likely by crucifixion. The language of
these verses, especially verse eighteen, seem to point this direction. Strong early church tradition asserts
that Peter was crucified by Nero in the mid-60s of the first century.

Verses 20-23 contain the narrative of Peter then raising the issue of how John was going to die. Jesus
simply indicated that he would live a long time, which, according to early church tradition, he did by finishing
his ministry right at the end of the first Christian century. Peter was curious about the destiny of his close
friend John, but Jesus’ words focused attention on each being faithful to the very end of their life.

What can we learn? Faithfulness to the Lord to the very end of our life is the main lesson. For some that
may not include lots of time. For Peter, he had about 35 years ahead before martyrdom, when these words
were spoken to him. For others, it may include a lot more time. John had almost seventy years ahead of
him at this point in time before dying a natural death. How much time we have to serve is not nearly as
important with how we use the time we have. This is our challenge, especially as we live a rapid pace,
hectic style of living.

The lives and ministries of both these apostles demonstrate the process of learning how to serve and
growing in their faith. Both would make substantial contribution to the life of Christianity by the close of their
lives. That’s our challenge today.
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