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************************************************************************** 
Quick Links to the Study 

I. Context II. Message 
a. Historical a. God’s salvation, vv. 1-7 
b. Literary  Literary b. God holds court, vv. 8-21 

c. God charges His people, vv. 22-28 

*************************************************************************** 

Times come along in life when all we can do is turn everything over to God. The present 
looks bleak; the past seems a faded memory. Nothing positive looms out there in the 
future -- so far as our eyes can see. 

When the Israelites first went to 
Babylon in successive waves as cap-
tives from the 590s to the 580s BCE, 
their homeland increasingly lay in ru-
ins. By 582 BCE, Jerusalem was torn 
down and the temple of God was de-
stroyed. Many had mistakenly thought 
that God would never allow this to 
happen, no matter how wayward the 
people might become to God’s laws. 
Some of the prophets such as Jer-
emiah had sought to warn them 
against such thinking, but many other 
(false) prophets had supported this 
popular belief. But the last invasion of 
the Babylonians in the 580s had 
brought that belief crashing down when 
the Babylonians overran the city and 
destroyed everything. Those who survived the warfare, among the aristocratic and well 
educated, found themselves now as slaves in a foreign land hundreds of miles from home 
and everything familiar. Although not realizing it, they were beginning a 70 year exile in 
which this beginning generation would mostly spend the remainder of their lives in Babylon. 
The next generation would face the challenge of hanging on to their ethnic and religious 
heritage as Jews. Also the lingering question would be over whether they would ever be able 
to return to Judea and rebuild their country or not. 

Second Isaiah was called of God in the tradition of Isaiah of Jerusalem almost two 
centuries before to be one of God’s spokesman to this group of exiled Israelites. His task 
was to explain why these Jewish exiles were in captivity and to provide hope for the future 
in convincing them that their God had not abandoned them. 

http://cranfordville.com
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 a. Historical 
External History. The modern discussion 

about the origin of the book of Isaiah revolves around 
the issue of the literary unity of this lengthy docu-
ment. Central to this discussion is the question of a 
single or multiple origin. That is, do the contents of 
the entire document go back to the prophet Isaiah, 
who preached (742-701 BCE) in the southern king-

dom of Judah during the critical years of the Assyr-
ian crisis? Or, do only chapters 1-39 relate to this 
Isaiah of Jerusalem? That leaves chapters forty 
through sixty-six. The question of the origin of these 
chapters is somewhat divided over whether they 
come from a single prophet, deutero-Isaiah, or 
whether two prophets or prophetic traditions account 
for the origin of these chapters. If so, then chapters 
forty through fifty-five trace back to a “Isaiah of the 
exile” (546-538 BCE), and chapters fifty-six through 
sixty-six go back to a “Isaiah of the restoration” (538- 
520 BCE). 

Most contemporary Old Testament scholars will 
see the discussion as revolving around this latter 
issue, and that Isa. 40-66 come from the period of 
the exile and restoration, which was some two hun-
dred years after the ministry of the prophet Isaiah 
who worked in Jerusalem. Whether this material 
comes from a single or multiple traditions is the fo-
cal point of the discussion. That is, is there a twofold 
source for the book, or a threefold origin? 

Barry L. Bandstra (Reading the Old Testament, 
3rd ed., pp. 316ff) effectively summarizes this latter 
view: 

The book of Isaiah is a collection of Isaiah’s many 
sayings, and provides a fine illustration of the growth 
of prophetic traditions. The entire book of Isaiah is at-
tributed to Isaiah ben-Amoz (not to be confused with 

the prophet Amos) by the editorial superscription in 
1:1. But in fact, the book contains prophetic material 
spanning more than two hundred years. A nucleus of 
materia is attributable to Isaiah of Jerusalem, a citi-
zen of Jerusalem in the eighth century B.C.E. The 
remainder comes from a series of anonymous disciples 
(see 8:16, which mentions his followers) and prophets 
who saw themselves, or were seen by editors, as com-
ing out of the Isaiah mold. 

The book of Isaiah is widely recognized to consist 
of three sub-collections (see Table 10.1). Chapters 1- 
39 make up First Isaiah. The core of this collection is 
prophecies from the namesake of the book who lived 
in the eighth century B.C.E. In this period Israel and 
Judah were threatened by the Assyrian empire. Chap-
ters 40-55 make up Second Isaiah, also called 
Deutero-Isaiah. This collection consists largely of sal-
vation oracles applying to the situation of exile in Baby-
lonia dating to the mid-sixth century B.C.E. Chapters 
56-66 make up Third Isaiah, which also is called Trito- 
Isaiah and which applies to the late sixth century in 
Judah where the Jewish community was struggling to 
rebuild itself. 

Table 10.1 The Three Isaiahs (from Bandstra) 

Chapters Book Title Period B.C.E. 
1-39 First Isaiah Isaiah of Jerusalem Assyrian 742-701 
40-55 Second Isaiah Isaiah of the exile Babyloneian exile 546-538 
56-66 Third Isaiah Isaiah of the restoration Restoration of Judah 538-520 

From Barry Bandstra, Reading the Old Testament, p. 325 

I. Context 
As with previous studies in Isaiah the background material developed in the beginning studies will be 

used in this study where relevant. 

http://www.hope.edu/bandstra/RTOT/CH10/CH10_TB1.HTM
http://www.hope.edu/bandstra/RTOT/CH10/CH10_F5.JPG
http://cranfordville.com/Cranfordville/BibleStudiesOT.html
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Of course, this issue diminishes in importance with 
the realization of the work of editors who took earlier 
traditions from both written and oral sources and 
reworked the material into the form that we know 
today. The impact on interpretation will largely re-
volve around whether the “Isaiahs” were ministering 
to the people of their own day, or addressing issues 
related only to future generations of the Jewish 
people. The first view is more consistent with the 
prophetic materials generally in the Old Testament. 

Internal History. In the adopted view of “mul-
tiple Isaiahs” above, the historical understanding for 
chapter 43 is the early stages of the 70 year long 
exile in Babylon. Certainly the historical allusions in-
side the chapter fit this understanding much more 
naturally than other possible scenarios. Second 
Isaiah is fulfilling his calling by God in both providing 
hope for the future and in rendering a scorching de-
nunciation for the people’s sinful tendencies. 

The allusion to Egypt, Ethiopia and Seba in 43:3 
anticipates the westward expansion of the Babylo-
nian empire accomplished by Cambyses II (530 - 
522 BCE), the son of  Cyrus I (559 - 530 BCE), the 
Persian ruler over the old Babylonian Empire. It would 
be Darius I (530-485 BCE) who would extend this 

influence fully into these territories mentioned in 43:3 
when the Achaemenid Empire (Old Persian Empire, 
559 - 330 BCE) reached the zenith of its influence 
around 500 BCE. 

The Jewish exiles lived in captivity as long as 
the Babylonian rulers prevailed during the Neo-Baby-
lonian Empire

Neo-Baby-
lonian Empire, also known as the Chaldean Era 
(appx. 627 - 559 BCE). When Cyrus I conquered 
Babylon in 559 BCE, one of his official actions was 
to issue a decree (538 BCE) allowing captured ex-
iles, including the Jews, to return to their homeland 
to begin a process of rebuilding. For him this was an 
act of legitimizing his reign over the Babylonians and 
also it sought to begin developing a larger economic 
base of increasing revenue for his government. Sec-
ond Isaiah is looking forward to this era in our pas-
sage. 

Thus the historical setting for chapter 43 appears 
to be sometime between 582 and 559 BCE. The 
exiles were still in “shell shock” over the destruction 
of their homeland and the future appeared gloomy 
as they faced the harsh reality of being captives in a 
foreign land. They were the first generation of exiles, 
who would, for the most part, live out the remainder 
of their lives as exiles in Babylon. 

 b. Literary 
Genre. The literary shape of chapter 43 is 

that of prophetic oracle or sermon. Thus the literary 
form of this material is poetic in the style of ancient 
Hebrew poetry

ancient 
Hebrew poetry. The lines of expression are going to 
make use of the varieties of Hebrew parallelism. The 
only non-poetic material in chapters 40-48 is 44:9- 
20, as reflected in the NRSV translation format. It 
was inserted into a condemnation of idolatry in 44:6- 
8 and 21-23 as a narrative satire on those who make 
and worship idols. 

The use of parallelism will be treated as it oc-
curs in the exegesis of the text itself. 

Literary Setting. This passage comes as a part 
of Second Isaiah, chaps. 40 - 55 of the book of 
Isaiah; cf. above Internal History for historical de-
tails 

Barry Bandstra (Reading the Old Testament) 
outlines the content of this section as follows: 

Second Isaiah consists almost entirely of poetic 

passages, with little of the narrative type material found 
in First Isaiah. Many scholars have tried to determine 
the boundaries of these poems, and the logic and 
flow of chapters 40-55 as a whole, with varying suc-
cess. The most recognizable division within the text 
is between chapters 40-48 and 49-55. The first sub-
section addresses its audience as Jacob and Israel. 
It deals with the fall of Babylon and the new exodus. 
The second subsection addresses its audience as 
Zion and Jerusalem, and deals with the issue of so-
cial justice. Beyond this basic division though, little 
else is agreed upon. 

Often these chapters, 40-48, are labeled “The Book 
of Consolation” by scholars reflecting the dominate 
emphasis of the calling of the prophet to minister to 
the captives in Babylon (cf. 40:1-11). As they ad-
justed to the new reality in their lives, they had to 
come to grips with the past as well as find hope for 
the future. Helping them accomplish this was the 
task of Second Isaiah. 

II. Message 
Literary Structure. The internal literary structure of the chapter revolves around either three or four 

poetic strophes. Most commentators that I checked will tend to see the material split into three sections: 
(1) verses 1-7, promising Israel’s redemption as an “oracle of salvation”; (2) verses 8-21, Israel as God’s 
witness to restoration; and (3) verses 22-28, the worthlessness of empty ritual. A judicial court backdrop is 
foundational to most all the material, especially vv. 8-28. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_captivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambyses_II_of_Persia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darius_Hystaspis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_poetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_poetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_poetry#Parallelism
http://www.hope.edu/bandstra/RTOT/CH10/CH10_2.HTM
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 a. God’s salvation, vv. 1-7 

LXX 
1 kai. nu/n ou[twj le,gei 

ku,rioj o` qeo.j o` poih,saj 
se Iakwb o` pla,saj se 
Israhl mh. fobou/ o[ti 
evlutrwsa,mhn se evka,lesa, 
se to. o;noma, sou evmo.j ei= 
su,  2  kai. eva.n diabai,nh|j 
diV u[datoj meta. sou/ eivmi 
kai .  potamoi .  ou v  
sugklu,sousi,n se kai. eva.n 
die,lqh|j dia. puro,j ouv mh. 
katakauqh / | j flo .x ou v 
katakau,sei se  3  o[ti evgw. 
ku,rioj o` qeo,j sou o` a[gioj 
Israhl ò sw,|zwn se evpoi,hsa, 
sou a;llagma Ai;gupton kai. 
Aivqiopi,an kai. Soh,nhn 
u‘pe.r sou/  4  avfV ou- e;ntimoj 
e vge ,nou e vnanti,on mou 
e v doxa ,sqhj ka vgw ,  se 
h vga ,phsa kai .  dw ,sw 
avnqrw,pouj pollou.j u`pe.r 
sou/ kai. a;rcontaj u`pe.r th/ 
j kefalh/j sou  5  mh. fobou/ 
o[ti meta. sou/ eivmi avpo. 
avnatolw/n a;xw to. spe,rma 
sou kai. avpo. dusmw/n suna,xw 
se  6  evrw/ tw/| borra/| a;ge 
kai. tw/| libi, mh. kw,lue a;ge 
tou.j ui`ou,j mou avpo. gh/j 
po ,rrwqen kai .  ta . j  
qugate,raj mou avpV a;krwn 
th/j gh/j  7  pa,ntaj o[soi 
evpike,klhntai tw/| ovno,mati, 
mou evn ga.r th/| do,xh| mou 
kateskeu,asa auvto.n kai. 
e;plasa kai. evpoi,hsa auvto,n 

NASB 
1 But now, thus says 

the LORD, your Creator, 
O Jacob, And He who 
formed you, O Israel, "Do 
not fear, for I have re-
deemed you; I have called 
you by name; you are 
Mine! 2 "When you pass 
through the waters, I will 
be with you; And through 
the rivers, they will not 
overflow you. When you 
walk through the fire, you 
will not be scorched, Nor 
will the flame burn you. 3 
For I am the LORD your 
God, The Holy One of Is-
rael, your Savior; I have 
given Egypt as your ran-
som, Cush and Seba in 
your place. 4 Since you 
are precious in My sight, 
Since you are honored 
and I love you, I will give 
other men in your place 
and other peoples in ex-
change for your life. 5 Do 
not fear, for I am with you; 
I will bring your offspring 
from the east, And gather 
you from the west. 6 I will 
say to the north, 'Give 
them up!' And to the 
south, 'Do not hold them 
back.' Bring My sons 
from afar And My daugh-
ters from the ends of the 
earth, 7 Everyone who is 
called by My name, And 
whom I have created for 
My glory, Whom I have 
formed, even whom I 
have made." 

NRSV 
 1 But now thus says 

the Lord, he who created 
you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel: Do 
not fear, for I have re-
deemed you; I have 
called you by name, you 
are mine. 2 When you 
pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through 
fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Is-
rael, your Savior. I give 
Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in ex-
change for you. 4 Be-
cause you are precious 
in my sight, and honored, 
and I love you, I give 
people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for 
your life. 5 Do not fear, for 
I am with you; I will bring 
your offspring from the 
east, and from the west I 
will gather you; 6 I will say 
to the north, "Give them 
up," and to the south, "Do 
not withhold; bring my 
sons from far away and 
my daughters from the 
end of the earth? 7 every-
one who is called by my 
name, whom I created 
for my glory, whom I 
formed and made." 

NLT 
 1 But now, O Israel, 

the LORD who created 
you says: "Do not be 
afraid, for I have ran-
somed you. I have called 
you by name; you are 
mine. 2 When you go 
through deep waters and 
great trouble, I will be with 
you. When you go 
through rivers of diffi-
culty, you will not drown! 
When you walk through 
the fire of oppression, you 
will not be burned up; the 
flames will not consume 
you. 3 For I am the 
LORD, your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior. I gave Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and Seba as a 
ransom for your free-
dom. 4 Others died that 
you might live. I traded 
their lives for yours be-
cause you are precious 
to me. You are honored, 
and I love you. 5 Do not 
be afraid, for I am with 
you. I will gather you and 
your children from east 
and west 6 and from 
north and south. I will 
bring my sons and 
daughters back to Israel 
from the distant corners 
of the earth. 7 All who 
claim me as their God 
will come, for I have 
made them for my glory. 
It was I who created 
them." 

Notes: 
The prophet introduces the declarations with the 

typical prophetic note: 
But now thus says the Lord, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 

These words are not the speculation of a prophet. 
Instead, they are presented as God’s message to 
His people. This introductory phrase “thus says the 
Lord” is standard as the 314 instances just in the 
major prophets section of the NRSV transition re-

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=thus+says+the+Lord&section=6&version=nrs&language=en
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flects. The beginning “but now” places these words 
of hope in contrast to the previous words of God’s 
wrath in 42:14-25. The mingling of the past and the 
future in terms of God’s wrath and God’s deliver-
ance is foundational to the theology of Second Isaiah. 
The rebellion of God’s people brings divine punish-

ment; the repentance 
of God’s people 
brings His blessing 
and deliverance. 

The words of 
hope come in verses 
1b-7 and have par-
ticular significance to 

the exiled Israelites. Twice, the admonition “Do not 
fear” shows up (vv. 1b, 5). The ba-
sis of the admonition rests upon 
God’s redeeming Israel out of Egyp-
tian bondage (vv. 1b-4) and upon 
God’s continuing presence with Is-
rael (vv. 5-7). 

In the first section, a mingling of 
images from the Exodus with the 
present situation of the exiles takes 
place: passing through the waters, walking through 
fire etc. God’s past action of delivering the ances-
tors of these people from Egyptian slavery becomes 
assurance of His continuing commitment to these 
exiles to deliver them from their present slavery to 
the Babylonians. Although some press these images 
of water and fire as predictions of how the exiles 
would be delivered, caution should be followed here. 
The deliverance promised to the exiles would have 
similar dramatics but not necessarily involve a pass-
ing through literal water and fire. 

The first section affirms God’s presence and love 

for this initial group of exiles. The second section, 
vv. 5-7, affirm the divine commitment to bring the 
descendants of these exiles back together in the land 
of promise from everywhere. 

What connection do these verses have to us 
today? While some will try to read into these verses, 
especially vv. 5-7, a prediction of the establishment 
of the modern state of Israel in the late 1940s, one 
should reject such twisting of these words of scrip-
ture. Such ideas would have had no meaning to the 
original readers, much less have become words of 
assurance to them. Instead, the prophets message 
to the exiles had to do with the promised restoration 
and return of the captives to their homeland -- some-
thing that began happening after the ascension of 

Cyrus I to power in 559 BCE. In suc-
cessive waves

suc-
cessive waves beginning in 538 BCE, 
the Israelites would begin returning 
back to their homeland. Under Darius 
I (530-485 BCE) the number would 
increase dramatically. 
  This historical realization of the 
promises in these verses connects 
to us in the sense of reminder that 

our God always keeps His promises to His people. 
We may become rebel-
lious like the ancient Is-
raelites and have to un-
dergo divine punish-
ment. But this doesn’t 
mean God’s abandon-
ment. God’s “tough 
love” program remains 
in tact today. And His wrath is an expression of His 
love and enduring commitment. 

  b. God holds court, vv. 8-21 

LXX 
8  kai. evxh,gagon lao.n 

tuflo,n kai. ovfqalmoi, eivsin 
ẁsau,twj tufloi, kai. kwfoi. 
ta. w=ta e;contej  9  pa,nta 
ta. e;qnh sunh,cqhsan a[ma 
kai .  sunacqh ,sontai 
a;rcontej evx auvtw/n ti,j 
avnaggelei/ tau/ta h` ta. evx 
avrch/j ti,j avnaggelei/ u`mi/n 
avgage,twsan tou.j ma,rturaj 
auvtw/n kai. dikaiwqh,twsan 
kai. eivpa,twsan avlhqh/  10 

NASB 
8 Bring out the 

people who are blind, 
even though they have 
eyes, And the deaf, even 
though they have ears. 9 
All the nations have gath-
ered together So that the 
peoples may be as-
sembled. Who among 
them can declare this 
And proclaim to us the 
former things? Let them 

NRSV 
8 Bring forth the 

people who are blind, yet 
have eyes, who are deaf, 
yet have ears! 9 Let all 
the nations gather to-
gether, and let the 
peoples assemble. Who 
among them declared 
this, and foretold to us the 
former things? Let them 
bring their witnesses to 
justify them, and let them 

NLT 
8 Bring out the 

people who have eyes 
but are blind, who have 
ears but are deaf. 9 
Gather the nations to-
gether! Which of their 
idols has ever foretold 
such things? Can any of 
them predict something 
even a single day in ad-
vance? Where are the 
witnesses of such pre-

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Isa+42&section=6&version=nrs&new=1&oq=thus+says+the+Lord
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_captivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_captivity
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ge,nesqe, moi ma,rturej kavgw. 
ma,rtuj le,gei ku,rioj ò qeo,j 
kai. o` pai/j o]n evxelexa,mhn 
i[na gnw/te kai. pisteu,shte 
kai. sunh/te o[ti evgw, eivmi 
e;mprosqe,n mou ouvk evge,neto 
a;lloj qeo.j kai. metV evme. 
ouvk e;stai  11  evgw. o` qeo,j 
kai. ouvk e;stin pa,rex evmou/ 
sw,|zwn  12  avnh,ggeila kai. 
e;swsa wvnei,disa kai. ouvk 
h=n evn ùmi/n avllo,trioj ùmei/ 
j evmoi. ma,rturej kavgw. 
ma,rtuj le,gei ku,rioj ò qeo,j 
13  e;ti avpV avrch/j kai. ouvk 
e;stin ò evk tw/n ceirw/n mou 
evxairou,menoj poih,sw kai. 
ti,j avpostre,yei auvto,  14 
ou[twj le,gei ku,rioj o` qeo.j 
ò lutrou,menoj ùma/j ò a[gioj 
Israhl e [neken u `mw /n 
avpostelw/ eivj Babulw/na kai. 
evpegerw/ pa,ntaj feu,gontaj 
kai. Caldai/oi evn ploi,oij 
deqh,sontai  15  evgw. ku,rioj 
o` qeo.j o` a[gioj u`mw/n o` 
katadei,xaj Israhl basile,a 
u`mw/n  16  ou[twj le,gei 
ku,rioj o` didou.j o`do.n evn 
qala,ssh| kai. evn u[dati 
ivscurw/ | tri,bon  17  o` 
evxagagw.n a[rmata kai. i[ppon 
kai. o;clon ivscuro,n avlla. 
e vkoimh,qhsan kai. ouvk 
avnasth,sontai evsbe,sqhsan 
w`j li,non evsbesme,non  18 
mh. mnhmoneu,ete ta. prw/ta 
kai .  ta .  a v rcai / a mh .  
sullogi,zesqe  19  ivdou. poiw/ 
kaina. a] nu/n avnatelei/ kai. 
gnw,sesqe auvta, kai. poih,sw 
evn th/| evrh,mw| o`do.n kai. evn 
th/| avnu,drw| potamou,j  20 
euvlogh,sei me ta. qhri,a tou/ 
a vgrou / seirh /nej kai . 
qugate,rej strouqw/n o[ti 
e;dwka evn th/| evrh,mw| u[dwr 
kai. potamou.j evn th/| avnu,drw| 
poti,sai to. ge,noj mou to. 
evklekto,n  21  lao,n mou o]n 
periepoihsa,mhn ta.j avreta,j 

present their witnesses 
that they may be justified, 
Or let them hear and say, 
"It is true." 10 "You are My 
witnesses," declares the 
LORD, "And My servant 
whom I have chosen, So 
that you may know and 
believe Me And under-
stand that I am He. Be-
fore Me there was no 
God formed, And there 
will be none after Me. 11 
I, even I, am the LORD, 
And there is no savior 
besides Me. 12 It is I who 
have declared and saved 
and proclaimed, And 
there was no strange 
god among you; So you 
are My witnesses," de-
clares the LORD, "And I 
am God. 13 Even from 
eternity I am He, And 
there is none who can 
deliver out of My hand; I 
act and who can reverse 
it?" 14 Thus says the 
LORD your Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel, 
"For your sake I have 
sent to Babylon, And will 
bring them all down as 
fugitives, Even the 
Chaldeans, into the ships 
in which they rejoice. 15 
I am the LORD, your Holy 
One, The Creator of Is-
rael, your King." 16 Thus 
says the LORD, Who 
makes a way through the 
sea And a path through 
the mighty waters, 17 
Who brings forth the 
chariot and the horse, 
The army and the mighty 
man (They will lie down 
together and not rise 
again; They have been 
quenched and extin-
guished like a wick): 18 

hear and say, "It is true." 
10 You are my wit-
nesses, says the Lord, 
and my servant whom I 
have chosen, so that you 
may know and believe 
me and understand that 
I am he. Before me no 
god was formed, nor 
shall there be any after 
me. 11 I, I am the Lord, 
and besides me there is 
no savior. 12 I declared 
and saved and pro-
claimed, when there was 
no strange god among 
you; and you are my wit-
nesses, says the Lord. 
13 I am God, and also 
henceforth I am He; there 
is no one who can deliver 
from my hand; I work and 
who can hinder it? 

14 Thus says the 
Lord, your Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel: 
For your sake I will send 
to Babylon and break 
down all the bars, and the 
shouting of the 
Chaldeans will be turned 
to lamentation. 15 I am 
the Lord, your Holy One, 
the Creator of Israel, your 
King. 16 Thus says the 
Lord, who makes a way 
in the sea, a path in the 
mighty waters, 17 who 
brings out chariot and 
horse, army and warrior; 
they lie down, they can-
not rise, they are extin-
guished, quenched like a 
wick: 18 Do not remem-
ber the former things, or 
consider the things of 
old. 19 I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in 

dictions? Who can verify 
that they spoke the truth? 
10 “But you are my wit-
nesses, O Israel!" says 
the LORD. "And you are 
my servant. You have 
been chosen to know 
me, believe in me, and 
understand that I alone 
am God. There is no 
other God; there never 
has been and never will 
be. 11 I am the LORD, 
and there is no other Sav-
ior. 12 First I predicted 
your deliverance; I de-
clared what I would do, 
and then I did it ? I saved 
you. No foreign god has 
ever done this before. 
You are witnesses that I 
am the only God," says 
the LORD. 13 "From 
eternity to eternity I am 
God. No one can oppose 
what I do. No one can 
reverse my actions." 

14 The LORD your 
Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel, says: "For your 
sakes I will send an in-
vading army against 
Babylon. And the Baby-
lonians will be forced to 
flee in those ships they 
are so proud of. 15 I am 
the LORD, your Holy 
One, Israel's Creator and 
King. 16 I am the LORD, 
who opened a way 
through the waters, mak-
ing a dry path through the 
sea. 17 I called forth the 
mighty army of Egypt 
with all its chariots and 
horses. I drew them be-
neath the waves, and 
they drowned, their lives 
snuffed out like a smol-
dering candlewick. 18 
"But forget all that ? it is 
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mou dihgei/sqai Do not call to mind the 
former things, Or ponder 
things of the past. 19 
Behold, I will do some-
thing new, Now it will 
spring forth; Will you not 
be aware of it? I will even 
make a roadway in the 
wilderness, Rivers in the 
desert. 20 The beasts of 
the field will glorify Me, 
The jackals and the os-
triches, Because I have 
given waters in the wil-
derness And rivers in the 
desert, To give drink to 
My chosen people. 21 
The people whom I 
formed for Myself Will 
declare My praise. 

the desert. 20 The wild 
animals will honor me, 
the jackals and the os-
triches; for I give water in 
the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert, to give drink 
to my chosen people, 21 
the people whom I 
formed for myself so that 
they might declare my 
praise. 

nothing compared to 
what I am going to do. 19 
For I am about to do a 
brand-new thing. See, I 
have already begun! Do 
you not see it? I will make 
a pathway through the 
wilderness for my people 
to come home. I will cre-
ate rivers for them in the 
desert! 20 The wild ani-
mals in the fields will 
thank me, the jackals and 
ostriches, too, for giving 
them water in the wilder-
ness. Yes, I will make 
springs in the desert, so 
that my chosen people 
can be refreshed. 21 I 
have made Israel for my-
self, and they will some-
day honor me before the 
whole world. 

Notes: 
These verses take the form of a court setting 

where God conducts court and invites the nations 
beginning with Babylon to appear to argue for the 
existence and power of their gods over that of God 
Himself. Joseph Blenkinsopp (New Oxford Annotated 
Bible, 3rd edition) summarizes these verses well: 

8-15: A judicial process is set up (as in 41.1-5, 21- 
29) in which deities of other lands, and in the first place 
Babylon, are challenged by the Lord to demonstrate 
divine status by their ability to predict the future and 
bring it about. Both sides are invited to call witnesses. 
Even though blind and deaf, the people of Israel can 
witness to the Lord’s claim. All other gods fail the test; 
they are impotent and, in effect, nonexistent (see 40.18- 
20n.). The contest ends with an announcement of re-
lease from Babylonian captivity by the Lord, Israel’s 
Redeemer (54.5; 49.20) and Holy One (41.14; 48.17; 
49.7). 

The invitation to come to court is issued in vv. 8-9. 
God’s self declaration with Israel as witness is in vv. 
10-17. The conclusion with the prediction of God’s 
future deliverance comes in vv. 18-21. 

The audacity of the God of Israel is high lighted 
here. He is the God of captives, not of the Babylo-
nian victors. How can He be more powerful than their 
gods? And especially, how can He be the only exist-
ing God? Such claims demand evidence. 

That evidence comes from both the past and 
the future. And Israel is His witness. The foreign dei-
ties might claim witness through the military victo-
ries of their worshippers but such is not credible. 

How God has dealt with the Israelites is the only cred-
ible evidence of His existence and superiority. 

God’s purpose in all this is especially asserted 
in v. 10b: “so that you may know and believe me and 
understand that I am he.” These Israelite captives 
needed this reminder about their God as an affirma-
tion of belief and commitment to Him. 

Quite interestingly, the prophet affirms the strict 
monotheism of later Israelite and Jewish belief here: 
“Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after 
me.” In a polytheistic religious world such insistence 
on one God alone made the Israelites stand out dra-
matically from other groups of people. Second Isaiah 
took a strong stance against idolatry as is reflected 
not just here but also in 40:18-20; 41:6-7, 29; 42:17; 
44:9-20; 45:16,20; 46:1-7). The prophet Jeremiah 
who ministered during this same period took as simi-
lar stance; cf. Jer. 10:1-10. For the Israelites to adopt 
the religious traditions of their captors would be crazy. 
They would be abandoning commitment to the only 
existing God and aligning themselves with nonexist-
ent deities who would utterly powerless to help them. 

God’s power is unchallenged: 
I, I am the Lord, 

and besides me there is no savior. 
I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

when there was no strange god among you; 
and you are my witnesses, says the Lord. 
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I am God, and also henceforth I am He; 
there is no one who can deliver from my hand; 
I work and who can hinder it? 

No other deity can interfere with or disrupt God’s plan 
and actions. At this period the prophet identifies the 
growing weakness of the Babylonian rulers who 
would soon fall to the rising power of the Persians 
beginning with Cyrus I. This pattern was a part of 
God’s plan to raise up rulers who would accomplish 
God’s intention of bringing His people back to their 
homeland once their punishment was complete. 
Thus, the old gods of the Babylonians were help-
less to interfere with this. Not the gods of the Per-
sians but the God of the Israelites would bring new 
rulers to power. The Israelites needed to understand 
this reality in the face of the coming chaos in Baby-
lon. To anyone living in Babylon before 560 BCE such 
would not have seemed likely or possible. Cyrus I at 
that time was an insignificant Persian ruler of Anshan 
east of Babylon and was overshadowed 
by the more powerful Medes. Only the 
living God who both saw and determined 
the future could affirm what was going to 
happen. 

In verses 14-21 the focus shifts to the 
future using past imagery as the vehicle 
of expression. God is presented both as 
Redeemer and the Holy One of Israel. 
R.B.Y. Scott (New Oxford Annotated 
Bible, 1994 edition) calls attention to the 
significance of this: 

The apposition of Redeemer (v. 1; 54.5; 59.20, Jer 
50:34) and Holy One (41.14; 47.4; 48.17) is notewor-
thy. Second Isaiah refers to God as Redeemer more 
often than do other Old Testament writers. God re-
deems Israel not for its merits, but because of his 
covenant relationship with Israel. Other nations have 
kings, but God is Israel’s King (1 Sam 8.4-9). 
The two instances of “Thus says the Lord” (vv. 

14,16) provide the organizing structure for these 
verses. First God identifies Himself as the founda-
tion for His coming action. 

Thus says the Lord, 
your Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel: 

For your sake I will send to Babylon 
and break down all the bars, 

and the shouting of the Chaldeans will be 
turned to lamentation. 

I am the Lord, 
your Holy One, 
the Creator of Israel, 
your King. 

The predicted overthrow of the Babylonians, here 
the Chaldeans, results from God’s action. God’s 
ability to do this comes out of who He is, which brack-
ets this prediction before and after. No one but God, 
at this point, could see how this would take place 
through the actions of Cyrus the Great. Second 
Isaiah proclaimed this promise to the captives living 
in an uncertain future, seemingly completely at the 
mercy of rulers and powers totally beyond their con-
trol. 

The second “Thus says the Lord” (vv. 16-21) 
details the prediction in verse 14b. The ultimate “new 
thing” coming out of the anticipated fall of the 
Chaldeans would be the restoration of Israel in 
Judea.  The destruction of the Chaldeans will open 
the door of opportunity for the Israelites to return 
home. 

The destruction of the Egyptians at the Sea of 
Reeds becomes the paradigm for God’s destruc-

tion of the Chaldeans (vv. 16-17). But 
this is not the important thing. Instead, 
the captives should anticipate a miracle 
from God in resurrecting the homeland 
from the ashes of the Babylonian de-
struction (vv. 18-21). It will be a path in 
the wilderness, rivers flowing in the 
desert and the honoring of God by wild 
animals. God will nourish His people out 
of this restoration. They then will be-
come praise to Him as the undeniable 

witness to His greatness and power. 
Thus God’s unique existence and power ulti-

mately will rest on His ability to deliver His captive 
people from their bondage in Babylon, just as it hap-
pened previously when He delivered their ancestors 
from Egyptian bondage. 

What we sense here is God’s willingness to 
stake His reputation on being able to demonstrate 
His commitment to and care of His people, particu-
larly in the worst times of their lives. God is not some 
nonexistent deity who only takes from his worship-
pers. The God of Abraham cares about His people 
and gives himself to take care of them. For us as 
Christians the ultimate expression of this can be 
seen at Calvary when God gave up His only Son in 
order to take care of our sins. In times of great diffi-
culty and temptation to despair we should always 
remember this unshakable principle of scripture: God 
cares and His care is action, not just feeling. 

Central to our spiritual health is the emphasis 
here on the overwhelming sense of God’s greatness. 
With this image of God burned into our hearts we 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrus
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can face the harshest of circumstances with cour-
age and confidence. Without it, we are left vulner-
able not only to doubt and despair, but also to the 
whims of every man-made idea that comes along, 

no matter how screwballish they may be. The Isra-
elites needed a strong sense of their God if they were 
to resist adopting the theologies of the bankrupt Baby-
lonians. And so do we! 

c. God charges His people, vv. 22-28 

LXX 
22  ouv nu/n evka,lesa, se 

Iakwb ouvde. kopia/sai, se 
evpoi,hsa Israhl  23  ouvk evmoi. 
pro,bata th/j òlokarpw,sew,j 
sou ouvde. evn tai/j qusi,aij 
sou evdo,xasa,j me ouvde. 
e;gkopon evpoi,hsa, se evn 
liba,nw|  24  ouvde. evkth,sw moi 
avrguri,ou qumi,ama ouvde. to. 
ste,ar tw/n qusiw/n sou 
evpequ,mhsa avlla. evn tai/j 
a`marti,aij sou kai. evn tai/j 
avdiki,aij sou proe,sthn sou 
25  evgw, eivmi evgw, eivmi o` 
evxalei,fwn ta.j avnomi,aj sou 
kai. ouv mh. mnhsqh,somai  26 
su. de. mnh,sqhti kai. kriqw/ 
men le,ge su. ta.j avnomi,aj 
sou prw/toj i[na dikaiwqh/|j 
27  oi` pate,rej u`mw/n prw/ 
toi kai. oi` a;rcontej auvtw/ 
n hvno,mhsan eivj evme,  28  kai. 
evmi,anan oi` a;rcontej ta. 
a [gia , mou kai . e ;dwka 
avpole,sai Iakwb kai. Israhl 
eivj ovneidismo,n 

NASB 
22 Yet you have not 

called on Me, O Jacob; 
But you have become 
weary of Me, O Israel. 23 
You have not brought to 
Me the sheep of your 
burnt offerings, Nor have 
you honored Me with your 
sacrifices. I have not bur-
dened you with offerings, 
Nor wearied you with in-
cense. 24 You have 
bought Me not sweet 
cane with money, Nor 
have you filled Me with the 
fat of your sacrifices; 
Rather you have bur-
dened Me with your sins, 
You have wearied Me with 
your iniquities. 25 I, even 
I, am the one who wipes 
out your transgressions 
for My own sake, And I 
will not remember your 
sins. 26 Put Me in re-
membrance, let us argue 
our case together; State 
your cause, that you may 
be proved right. 27 Your 
first forefather sinned, 
And your spokesmen 
have transgressed 
against Me. 28 So I will 
pollute the princes of the 
sanctuary, And I will con-
sign Jacob to the ban and 
Israel to revilement. 

NRSV 
22 Yet you did not 

call upon me, O Jacob; 
but you have been weary 
of me, O Israel! 23 You 
have not brought me your 
sheep for burnt offerings, 
or honored me with your 
sacrifices. I have not bur-
dened you with offerings, 
or wearied you with 
frankincense. 24 You 
have not bought me 
sweet cane with money, 
or satisfied me with the 
fat of your sacrifices. But 
you have burdened me 
with your sins; you have 
wearied me with your in-
iquities. 25 I, I am He who 
blots out your transgres-
sions for my own sake, 
and I will not remember 
your sins. 26 Accuse me, 
let us go to trial; set forth 
your case, so that you 
may be proved right. 27 
Your first ancestor 
sinned, and your inter-
preters transgressed 
against me. 28 Therefore 
I profaned the princes of 
the sanctuary, I delivered 
Jacob to utter destruc-
tion, and Israel to reviling. 

NLT 
22 But, my dear 

people, you refuse to ask 
for my help. You have 
grown tired of me! 23 You 
have not brought me 
lambs for burnt offerings. 
You have not honored me 
with sacrifices, though I 
have not burdened and 
wearied you with my re-
quests for grain offerings 
and incense. 24 You 
have not brought me fra-
grant incense or pleased 
me with the fat from sac-
rifices. Instead, you have 
burdened me with your 
sins and wearied me with 
your faults. 25 I, yes, I 
alone, am the one who 
blots out your sins for my 
own sake and will never 
think of them again. 26 
Let us review the situa-
tion together, and you 
can present your case if 
you have one. 27 From 
the very beginning, your 
ancestors sinned 
against me, all your lead-
ers broke my laws. 28 
That is why I have dis-
graced your priests and 
assigned Israel a future 
of complete destruction 
and shame. 

Notes: 
In this final strophe of the chapter, the judicial 

scene still prevails but with a different thrust. Now 
God becomes the prosecuting attorney bringing 
charges against His people. 

They are again addressed as Jacob and Israel 
in the antithetical parallelism of verse 22. 

Yet you did not call upon me, 
O Jacob; 

but you have been weary of me, 
O Israel! 

The people are charged with not seeking God and 
the flip side of that spiritual coin is becoming weary 
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of God. John D.W. Watts (Word Biblical Commen-
tary, Logos Systems) effectively summarizes the 
play on words in the underlying Hebrew text in vv. 
22-24: 

Note the contrasts: Yahweh is calling Israel (v 1), but 
Israel has not called on him. Israel is weary ([gy) of 
Yahweh, though Yahweh has not burdened (hiph of 
db[) or wearied (hiph of [gy) the Israelites with demands 
for sacrifices, but they have burdened (hiph of db[) 
and wearied (hiph of [gy) Yahweh by their sins. The 
references to cultic offerings and sacrifices are unique 
in a book that usually emphasizes spiritual attitude 
and commitment instead. The emphatic opening yta 
aly  “but not me,” however, sets the tone for all three 
verses by claiming that Israel’s worship was not 
directed to Yahweh. The underlying issue, then, is 
not cultic laxity but once again idolatry. 

In verses 22-24, God affirms His mercy toward them 
in their indifference to Him. He has not placed harsh 
burdens upon Him, but their sins have become a 
heavy burden for Him. 

In verses 25-28 God challenges 
the people to demonstrate that He 
is unreasonable in His relationship 
with the covenant people. 

Their captivity reflects a consis-
tent principle that has governed 
God’s relationship with His covenant 
people from the beginning. Sin 
brings accountability. This has been 
true in God’s dealings with both 
Kingdoms. The people’s wicked 
ways brought down the northern 
kingdom (722 BCE) and then 
brought down the southern kingdom 
(582 BCE). God dealt consistently 
with sinfulness. 

The reference to “sweet cane” 
alludes back to Exod. 30:23 and Jer. 
6:20, as a part of the required spices 
used in sacrifice. Although the meaning of the line 
“your interpreters transgressed against me” is not abso-
lutely clear in the Hebrew, it seems to be an accusa-
tion against the false prophets who failed to warn 
the people of the impending doom of the southern 
kingdom. 

But in this “new thing” that God is going to do for 
the captives, a part of it is the offer of forgiveness of 
their sins (v. 25). Thus His mercy to this generation 
of Israelites is unquestionable. Once they have com-
pleted the time of exile, they will be granted forgive-
ness and then be allowed to return home. Therefore 
any complaint of injustice by God against these 

people is utterly unfounded and without basis. To the 
contrary, they have every reason to praise God and 
to be thankful to Him for being willing to bless them 
when they did not deserve it at all. 

One should also note that this same theme con-
tinues in 44:1-8 with much of the same imagery 
dominating. 

1 But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom 
I have chosen! 2 Thus says the Lord who made you, 
who formed you in the womb and will help you: Do not 
fear, O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun whom I have cho-
sen. 3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and 
streams on the dry ground; I will pour my spirit upon 
your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring. 
4 They shall spring up like a green tamarisk, like wil-
lows by flowing streams. 5 This one will say, "I am the 
Lord's," another will be called by the name of Jacob, 
yet another will write on the hand, "The Lord's," and 
adopt the name of Israel. 6 Thus says the Lord, the 
King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I 
am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no 
god. 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them 

declare and set it forth before me. Who 
has announced from of old the things to 
come? Let them tell us what is yet to 
be. 8 Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not 
told you from of old and declared it? You 
are my witnesses! Is there any god be-
sides me? There is no other rock; I know 
not one. 

What a powerful affirmation of 
God’s loving care of His people. 
Just as these Israelite captives, we 
do not deserve the loving care of 
our God that comes through Jesus 
Christ. We haven’t done anything 
to merit or earn it. Yet God reaches 
out to us in loving kindness to guide 
our steps, to chart the course of our 
lives, to protect us from our wicked 
ways, and to lead us ultimately 

home to spend eternity with Him. 
Dare we complain that God isn’t loving or that 

He is not doing enough for us? We would sound as 
unreasonable as these Jewish captives. Our God is 
just in His treatment of us. Yes, more than just. He is 
merciful and loving. He therefore deserves nothing 
but our praise and adoration. And just as the prophet 
admonished these ancient captives, “hold on to your 
seat belts for you haven’t seen anything yet!” What 
God has in store for his people is, as the apostle 
Paul framed it (1 Cor. 2:9), “But, as it is written, ‘What 
no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart con-
ceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.’" 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Isaiah+44&section=6&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=isa&NavGo=42&NavCurrentChapter=42
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1+cor+2&section=6&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=isa&NavGo=44&NavCurrentChapter=44
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NASB 
1 But now, thus says 

the LORD, your Creator, 
O Jacob, And He who 
formed you, O Israel, "Do 
not fear, for I have re-
deemed you; I have 
called you by name; you 
are Mine! 2 "When you 
pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; And 
through the rivers, they 
will not overflow you. 
When you walk through 
the fire, you will not be 
scorched, Nor will the 
flame burn you. 3 For I 
am the LORD your God, 
The Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior; I have given 
Egypt as your ransom, 
Cush and Seba in your 
place. 4 Since you are 
precious in My sight, 
Since you are honored 
and I love you, I will give 
other men in your place 
and other peoples in ex-
change for your life. 5 Do 
not fear, for I am with you; 
I will bring your offspring 
from the east, And gather 
you from the west. 6 I will 
say to the north, 'Give 
them up!' And to the 
south, 'Do not hold them 
back.' Bring My sons 
from afar And My daugh-
ters from the ends of the 
earth, 7 Everyone who is 
called by My name, And 
whom I have created for 
My glory, Whom I have 
formed, even whom I 
have made." 

8 Bring out the 
people who are blind, 
even though they have 
eyes, And the deaf, even 
though they have ears. 9 
All the nations have gath-

NRSV 
 1 But now thus says 

the Lord, he who created 
you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel: Do 
not fear, for I have re-
deemed you; I have 
called you by name, you 
are mine. 2 When you 
pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through 
fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Is-
rael, your Savior. I give 
Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in ex-
change for you. 4 Be-
cause you are precious 
in my sight, and hon-
ored, and I love you, I give 
people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for 
your life. 5 Do not fear, 
for I am with you; I will 
bring your offspring from 
the east, and from the 
west I will gather you; 6 I 
will say to the north, "Give 
them up," and to the 
south, "Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far 
away and my daughters 
from the end of the 
earth? 7 everyone who is 
called by my name, 
whom I created for my 
glory, whom I formed and 
made." 

8 Bring forth the 
people who are blind, yet 
have eyes, who are deaf, 
yet have ears! 9 Let all 
the nations gather to-
gether, and let the 
peoples assemble. Who 

NLT 
 1 But now, O Israel, 

the LORD who created 
you says: "Do not be 
afraid, for I have ran-
somed you. I have called 
you by name; you are 
mine. 2 When you go 
through deep waters and 
great trouble, I will be with 
you. When you go 
through rivers of diffi-
culty, you will not drown! 
When you walk through 
the fire of oppression, you 
will not be burned up; the 
flames will not consume 
you. 3 For I am the 
LORD, your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior. I gave Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and Seba as a 
ransom for your free-
dom. 4 Others died that 
you might live. I traded 
their lives for yours be-
cause you are precious 
to me. You are honored, 
and I love you. 5 Do not 
be afraid, for I am with 
you. I will gather you and 
your children from east 
and west 6 and from 
north and south. I will 
bring my sons and 
daughters back to Israel 
from the distant corners 
of the earth. 7 All who 
claim me as their God 
will come, for I have 
made them for my glory. 
It was I who created 
them." 

8 Bring out the 
people who have eyes 
but are blind, who have 
ears but are deaf. 9 
Gather the nations to-
gether! Which of their 
idols has ever foretold 
such things? Can any of 

LXX 
1 kai. nu/n ou[twj le,gei 

ku,rioj o` qeo.j o` poih,saj 
se Iakwb o` pla,saj se 
Israhl mh. fobou/ o[ti 
evlutrwsa,mhn se evka,lesa, 
se to. o;noma, sou evmo.j ei= 
su,  2  kai. eva.n diabai,nh|j 
diV u[datoj meta. sou/ eivmi 
kai .  potamoi .  ou v  
sugklu,sousi,n se kai. eva.n 
die,lqh|j dia. puro,j ouv mh. 
katakauqh / | j flo .x ou v 
katakau,sei se  3  o[ti evgw. 
ku,rioj o` qeo,j sou o` a[gioj 
Israhl ò sw,|zwn se evpoi,hsa, 
sou a;llagma Ai;gupton kai. 
Aivqiopi,an kai. Soh,nhn 
u‘pe.r sou/  4  avfV ou- e;ntimoj 
e vge ,nou e vnanti,on mou 
e v doxa ,sqhj ka vgw ,  se 
h vga ,phsa kai .  dw ,sw 
avnqrw,pouj pollou.j u`pe.r 
sou/ kai. a;rcontaj u`pe.r th/ 
j kefalh/j sou  5  mh. fobou/ 
o[ti meta. sou/ eivmi avpo. 
avnatolw/n a;xw to. spe,rma 
sou kai. avpo. dusmw/n suna,xw 
se  6  evrw/ tw/| borra/| a;ge 
kai. tw/| libi, mh. kw,lue a;ge 
tou.j ui`ou,j mou avpo. gh/j 
po ,rrwqen kai .  ta . j  
qugate,raj mou avpV a;krwn 
th/j gh/j  7  pa,ntaj o[soi 
evpike,klhntai tw/| ovno,mati, 
mou evn ga.r th/| do,xh| mou 
kateskeu,asa auvto.n kai. 
e;plasa kai. evpoi,hsa auvto,n 

8  kai. evxh,gagon lao.n 
tuflo,n kai. ovfqalmoi, eivsin 
ẁsau,twj tufloi, kai. kwfoi. 
ta. w=ta e;contej  9  pa,nta 
ta. e;qnh sunh,cqhsan a[ma 
kai .  sunacqh ,sontai 
a;rcontej evx auvtw/n ti,j 
avnaggelei/ tau/ta h` ta. evx 
avrch/j ti,j avnaggelei/ u`mi/n 
avgage,twsan tou.j ma,rturaj 
auvtw/n kai. dikaiwqh,twsan 
kai. eivpa,twsan avlhqh/  10 
ge,nesqe, moi ma,rturej kavgw. 
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ered together So that the 
peoples may be as-
sembled. Who among 
them can declare this 
And proclaim to us the 
former things? Let them 
present their witnesses 
that they may be justified, 
Or let them hear and say, 
"It is true." 10 "You are My 
witnesses," declares the 
LORD, "And My servant 
whom I have chosen, So 
that you may know and 
believe Me And under-
stand that I am He. Be-
fore Me there was no 
God formed, And there 
will be none after Me. 11 
I, even I, am the LORD, 
And there is no savior 
besides Me. 12 It is I who 
have declared and saved 
and proclaimed, And 
there was no strange 
god among you; So you 
are My witnesses," de-
clares the LORD, "And I 
am God. 13 Even from 
eternity I am He, And 
there is none who can 
deliver out of My hand; I 
act and who can reverse 
it?" 14 Thus says the 
LORD your Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel, 
"For your sake I have 
sent to Babylon, And will 
bring them all down as 
fugitives, Even the 
Chaldeans, into the ships 
in which they rejoice. 15 
I am the LORD, your Holy 
One, The Creator of Is-
rael, your King." 16 Thus 
says the LORD, Who 
makes a way through the 
sea And a path through 
the mighty waters, 17 
Who brings forth the 
chariot and the horse, 

among them declared 
this, and foretold to us the 
former things? Let them 
bring their witnesses to 
justify them, and let them 
hear and say, "It is true." 
10 You are my wit-
nesses, says the Lord, 
and my servant whom I 
have chosen, so that you 
may know and believe 
me and understand that 
I am he. Before me no 
god was formed, nor 
shall there be any after 
me. 11 I, I am the Lord, 
and besides me there is 
no savior. 12 I declared 
and saved and pro-
claimed, when there was 
no strange god among 
you; and you are my wit-
nesses, says the Lord. 
13 I am God, and also 
henceforth I am He; there 
is no one who can deliver 
from my hand; I work and 
who can hinder it? 

14 Thus says the 
Lord, your Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel: 
For your sake I will send 
to Babylon and break 
down all the bars, and the 
shouting of the 
Chaldeans will be turned 
to lamentation. 15 I am 
the Lord, your Holy One, 
the Creator of Israel, your 
King. 16 Thus says the 
Lord, who makes a way 
in the sea, a path in the 
mighty waters, 17 who 
brings out chariot and 
horse, army and warrior; 
they lie down, they can-
not rise, they are extin-
guished, quenched like a 
wick: 18 Do not remem-
ber the former things, or 
consider the things of 

them predict something 
even a single day in ad-
vance? Where are the 
witnesses of such pre-
dictions? Who can verify 
that they spoke the truth? 
10 “But you are my wit-
nesses, O Israel!" says 
the LORD. "And you are 
my servant. You have 
been chosen to know 
me, believe in me, and 
understand that I alone 
am God. There is no 
other God; there never 
has been and never will 
be. 11 I am the LORD, 
and there is no other Sav-
ior. 12 First I predicted 
your deliverance; I de-
clared what I would do, 
and then I did it ? I saved 
you. No foreign god has 
ever done this before. 
You are witnesses that I 
am the only God," says 
the LORD. 13 "From 
eternity to eternity I am 
God. No one can oppose 
what I do. No one can 
reverse my actions." 

14 The LORD your 
Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel, says: "For your 
sakes I will send an in-
vading army against 
Babylon. And the Baby-
lonians will be forced to 
flee in those ships they 
are so proud of. 15 I am 
the LORD, your Holy 
One, Israel's Creator and 
King. 16 I am the LORD, 
who opened a way 
through the waters, mak-
ing a dry path through the 
sea. 17 I called forth the 
mighty army of Egypt 
with all its chariots and 
horses. I drew them be-
neath the waves, and 

ma,rtuj le,gei ku,rioj ò qeo,j 
kai. o` pai/j o]n evxelexa,mhn 
i[na gnw/te kai. pisteu,shte 
kai. sunh/te o[ti evgw, eivmi 
e;mprosqe,n mou ouvk evge,neto 
a;lloj qeo.j kai. metV evme. 
ouvk e;stai  11  evgw. o` qeo,j 
kai. ouvk e;stin pa,rex evmou/ 
sw,|zwn  12  avnh,ggeila kai. 
e;swsa wvnei,disa kai. ouvk 
h=n evn ùmi/n avllo,trioj ùmei/ 
j evmoi. ma,rturej kavgw. 
ma,rtuj le,gei ku,rioj ò qeo,j 
13  e;ti avpV avrch/j kai. ouvk 
e;stin ò evk tw/n ceirw/n mou 
evxairou,menoj poih,sw kai. 
ti,j avpostre,yei auvto,  14 
ou[twj le,gei ku,rioj o` qeo.j 
ò lutrou,menoj ùma/j ò a[gioj 
Israhl e [neken u `mw /n 
avpostelw/ eivj Babulw/na kai. 
evpegerw/ pa,ntaj feu,gontaj 
kai. Caldai/oi evn ploi,oij 
deqh,sontai  15  evgw. ku,rioj 
o` qeo.j o` a[gioj u‘mw/n o` 
katadei,xaj Israhl basile,a 
u`mw/n  16  ou[twj le,gei 
ku,rioj o` didou.j o`do.n evn 
qala,ssh| kai. evn u[dati 
ivscurw/ | tri,bon  17  o` 
evxagagw.n a[rmata kai. i[ppon 
kai. o;clon ivscuro,n avlla. 
e vkoimh,qhsan kai. ouvk 
avnasth,sontai evsbe,sqhsan 
w`j li,non evsbesme,non  18 
mh. mnhmoneu,ete ta. prw/ta 
kai .  ta .  a v rcai / a mh .  
sullogi,zesqe  19  ivdou. poiw/ 
kaina. a] nu/n avnatelei/ kai. 
gnw,sesqe auvta, kai. poih,sw 
evn th/| evrh,mw| o`do.n kai. evn 
th/| avnu,drw| potamou,j  20 
euvlogh,sei me ta. qhri,a tou/ 
a vgrou / seirh /nej kai . 
qugate,rej strouqw/n o[ti 
e;dwka evn th/| evrh,mw| u[dwr 
kai. potamou.j evn th/| avnu,drw| 
poti,sai to. ge,noj mou to. 
evklekto,n  21  lao,n mou o]n 
periepoihsa,mhn ta.j avreta,j 
mou dihgei/sqai 



Page 13 of  Isaiah 43:1-28 Bible Study 

The army and the mighty 
man (They will lie down 
together and not rise 
again; They have been 
quenched and extin-
guished like a wick): 18 
Do not call to mind the 
former things, Or ponder 
things of the past. 19 
Behold, I will do some-
thing new, Now it will 
spring forth; Will you not 
be aware of it? I will even 
make a roadway in the 
wilderness, Rivers in the 
desert. 20 The beasts of 
the field will glorify Me, 
The jackals and the os-
triches, Because I have 
given waters in the wil-
derness And rivers in the 
desert, To give drink to 
My chosen people. 21 
The people whom I 
formed for Myself Will 
declare My praise. 

22 Yet you have not 
called on Me, O Jacob; 
But you have become 
weary of Me, O Israel. 23 
You have not brought to 
Me the sheep of your 
burnt offerings, Nor have 
you honored Me with your 
sacrifices. I have not bur-
dened you with offerings, 
Nor wearied you with in-
cense. 24 You have 
bought Me not sweet 
cane with money, Nor 
have you filled Me with the 
fat of your sacrifices; 
Rather you have bur-
dened Me with your sins, 
You have wearied Me with 
your iniquities. 25 I, even 
I, am the one who wipes 
out your transgressions 
for My own sake, And I 
will not remember your 
sins. 26 Put Me in re-
membrance, let us argue 

old. 19 I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in 
the desert. 20 The wild 
animals will honor me, 
the jackals and the os-
triches; for I give water in 
the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert, to give drink 
to my chosen people, 21 
the people whom I 
formed for myself so that 
they might declare my 
praise. 

22 Yet you did not call 
upon me, O Jacob; but 
you have been weary of 
me, O Israel! 23 You have 
not brought me your 
sheep for burnt offerings, 
or honored me with your 
sacrifices. I have not bur-
dened you with offerings, 
or wearied you with 
frankincense. 24 You 
have not bought me 
sweet cane with money, 
or satisfied me with the 
fat of your sacrifices. But 
you have burdened me 
with your sins; you have 
wearied me with your in-
iquities. 25 I, I am He who 
blots out your transgres-
sions for my own sake, 
and I will not remember 
your sins. 26 Accuse me, 
let us go to trial; set forth 
your case, so that you 
may be proved right. 27 
Your first ancestor 
sinned, and your inter-
preters transgressed 
against me. 28 Therefore 
I profaned the princes of 
the sanctuary, I delivered 
Jacob to utter destruc-
tion, and Israel to reviling. 

they drowned, their lives 
snuffed out like a smol-
dering candlewick. 18 
"But forget all that ? it is 
nothing compared to 
what I am going to do. 19 
For I am about to do a 
brand-new thing. See, I 
have already begun! Do 
you not see it? I will make 
a pathway through the 
wilderness for my people 
to come home. I will cre-
ate rivers for them in the 
desert! 20 The wild ani-
mals in the fields will 
thank me, the jackals and 
ostriches, too, for giving 
them water in the wilder-
ness. Yes, I will make 
springs in the desert, so 
that my chosen people 
can be refreshed. 21 I 
have made Israel for my-
self, and they will some-
day honor me before the 
whole world. 

22 But, my dear 
people, you refuse to ask 
for my help. You have 
grown tired of me! 23 You 
have not brought me 
lambs for burnt offerings. 
You have not honored me 
with sacrifices, though I 
have not burdened and 
wearied you with my re-
quests for grain offerings 
and incense. 24 You 
have not brought me fra-
grant incense or pleased 
me with the fat from sac-
rifices. Instead, you have 
burdened me with your 
sins and wearied me with 
your faults. 25 I, yes, I 
alone, am the one who 
blots out your sins for my 
own sake and will never 
think of them again. 26 
Let us review the situa-

22  ouv nu/n evka,lesa, se 
Iakwb ouvde. kopia/sai, se 
evpoi,hsa Israhl  23  ouvk evmoi. 
pro,bata th/j òlokarpw,sew,j 
sou ouvde. evn tai/j qusi,aij 
sou evdo,xasa,j me ouvde. 
e;gkopon evpoi,hsa, se evn 
liba,nw|  24  ouvde. evkth,sw 
moi avrguri,ou qumi,ama ouvde. 
to. ste,ar tw/n qusiw/n sou 
evpequ,mhsa avlla. evn tai/j 
a`marti,aij sou kai. evn tai/ 
j avdiki,aij sou proe,sthn 
sou  25  evgw, eivmi evgw, eivmi 
o` evxalei,fwn ta.j avnomi,aj 
sou kai. ouv mh. mnhsqh,somai 
26  su. de. mnh,sqhti kai. 
kriqw/men le,ge su. ta.j 
avnomi,aj sou prw/toj i[na 
dikaiwqh/|j  27  oi` pate,rej 
u`mw/n prw/toi kai. oi` 
a;rcontej auvtw/n hvno,mhsan 
eivj evme,  28  kai. evmi,anan oi` 
a;rcontej ta. a[gia, mou kai. 
e;dwka avpole,sai Iakwb kai. 
Israhl eivj ovneidismo,n 
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our case together; State 
your cause, that you may 
be proved right. 27 Your 
first forefather sinned, 
And your spokesmen 
have transgressed 
against Me. 28 So I will 
pollute the princes of the 
sanctuary, And I will con-
sign Jacob to the ban and 
Israel to revilement. 

tion together, and you 
can present your case if 
you have one. 27 From 
the very beginning, your 
ancestors sinned against 
me, all your leaders 
broke my laws. 28 That 
is why I have disgraced 
your priests and as-
signed Israel a future of 
complete destruction and 
shame. 
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Isaiah 43:1-28 
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s 

Isaiah 43:1 - 28 
BHT Isaiah 43:1 wü‘aTTâ Kò|-´ämar yhwh(´ädönäy) Böra´ákä ya‘áqöb wüyöcerkä 
yiSrä´ël ́ al-Tîrä´ Kî gü´alTîºkä qäräº́ tî büšimkä lî-´äºTTâ  2 Kî|-ta‘ábör Bammaºyim 
´iTTükä-´äºnî ûbannühärôt lö´ yiš†üpûºkä Kî|-tëlëk Bümô-´ëš lö´ tiKKäwè 
wülehäbâ lö´ tib‘ar-Bäk  3 Kî ́ ánî yhwh(´ädönäy) ́ élöhÊºkä qüdôš yiSrä´ël 
môšî‘eºkä nätaºTTî koprükä micraºyim Kûš ûsübä´ TaHTÊºkä  4 më´ášer yäqaºrTä 
bü‘ênay nikBaºdTä wa´ánî ́ áhabTîºkä wü´eTTën ́ ädäm TaHTÊºkä ûlü´ummîm 
TaºHat napšeºkä  5 ́ al-Tîrä´ Kî ́ iTTükä-´äºnî mimmizräH ́ äbî´ zar‘eºkä 
ûmi|mma‘áräb ́ áqaBBüceºKKä  6 ́ ömar laccäpôn Tëºnî ûlütêmän ́ al-Tikläº́ î häbîº́ î 
bänay mëräHôq ûbünôtay miqücË hä´äºrec  7 Köl hanniqrä´ bišmî wülikbôdî 
Bürä´tîw yücarTîw ́ ap-‘áSîtîw  8 hôcî´ ‘am-‘iwwër wü‘ênaºyim yëš wüHëršîm 
wü´oznaºyim läºmô  9 Kä|l-haGGôyìm niqBücû yaHDäw wüyë´ä|spû lü´ummîm mî 
bähem yaGGîd zö´t würì|́ šönôt yašmî‘uºnû yiTTünû ‘ë|dêhem wüyicDäºqû 
wüyišmü‘û wüyö´mürû ´émet  10 ´aTTem ‘ëday nü´um-yhwh(´ädönäy) wü‘abDî 
´ášer BäHäºrTî lümaº‘an Tëd‘û wüta´ámîºnû lî wütäbîºnû Kî|-´ánî hû´ lüpänay lö´- 
nôºcar ´ël wü´aHáray lö´ yihyè s  11 ́ änökî ́ änökî yhwh(´ädönäy) wü´ên 
miBBal‘äday môšîª‘  12 ́ änökî hiGGaºdTî wühôšaº‘Tî wühišmaº‘Tî wü´ên Bäkem 
zär wü´aTTem ‘ëday nü´um-yhwh(´ädönäy) wa|́ ánî-´ël  13 Gam-miyyôm ´ánî 
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hû´ wü´ên miyyädî maccîl ́ ep‘al ûmî yüšîbeºnnâ s  14 Kò|-´ämar 
yhwh(´ädönäy) Gö´alkem qüdôš yiSrä´ël lüma‘ankem šillaºHTî bäbeºlâ 
wühôradTî bä|rîHîm Kulläm wükaSDîm Bä´óniyyôt rinnätäm  15 ́ ánî 
yhwh(´ädönäy) qüdô|škem Bôrë´ yiSrä´ël malKükem s  16 Köh ´ämar 
yhwh(´ädönäy) hannôtën Bayyäm Däºrek ûbümaºyim ‘azzîm nütîbâ  17 

hammôcî´ re|keb-wäsûs Haºyil wü‘izzûz yaHDäw yišKübû Bal-yäqûºmû Dä‘ákû 
KaPPišTâ käbû  18 ́ a|l-TizKürû rì|́ šönôt wüqadmöniyyôt ́ al-TitBönäºnû  19 hinnî 
‘öSè Hádäšâ ‘aTTâ ticmäH hálô´ të|dä‘ûºhä ́ ap ́ äSîm BammidBär Deºrek 
Bî|šìmôn nühärôt  20 TükaBBüdëºnî Hayyat haSSädè Tannîm ûbünôt ya|‘ánâ Kî|- 
nätaºTTî bammidBär maºyim nühärôt Bî|šîmön lühašqôt ‘ammî büHîrî  21 ‘am-zû 
yäcaºrTî lî Tühillätî yüsaPPëºrû s  22 wülö´-´ötî qäräº́ tä ya|‘áqöb Kî|-yägaº‘Tä Bî 
yiSrä´ël  23 lö|́ -hëbêº́ tä llî SË ‘ölötÊºkä ûzübäHÊºkä lö´ kiBBadTäºnî lö´ 
he‘ébadTîºkä BüminHâ wülö´ hôga‘Tîºkä Bilbônâ  24 lö´-qänîºtä llî baKKeºsep 
qänè wüHëºleb zübäHÊºkä lö´ hirwîtäºnî ́ ak he‘ébadTaºnî BüHa††ö´wtÊºkä 
hôga‘Taºnî Ba‘áwönötÊºkä s  25 ́ änökî ́ änökî hû´ möHè püšä‘Êºkä lüma‘ánî 
wüHa††ö´tÊºkä lö´ ́ ezKör  26 hazKîrëºnî niššäp†â yäºHad saPPër ́ aTTâ lümaº‘an 
TicDäq  27 ́ äbîºkä häri´šôn Hä†ä´ ûmülîcÊºkä Päºš‘û bî  28 wa´áHallël Säºrê qöºdeš 
wü´eTTünâ laHëºrem ya‘áqöb wüyiSrä´ël lügiDDûpîm s 
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