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With this third character study on Moses in the 
Smyth-Helwys Formations series, we move to the 
experience at Mt. Sinai (= Mt. Horeb), and the period 
of time during their stay there. The basic thrust of this 
material stresses Moses’ interaction with God to se-
cure God’s promise to go with them in their journey 
northward to Canaan. Otherwise, Moses knew they 
were doomed before they ever left Horeb. 

This raises the curious issue of negotiating with God. Can one ever really get God to change His mind 
about His intentions? Various answers to this question have arisen over the centuries on either the yes or 
the no sides of possible answers. The issue isn’t a clear cut yes or no, as presented in scripture. 

Underneath the surface level discussion going on between God and Moses most of the way through 
these twenty-three verses is the unquestioned assumption of Moses that the Israelites were absolutely 
dependent on God’s presence for their survival and for a successful entrance into the Land of Canaan. 
Without assurance of that divine presence, Moses knew they were walking into their death when they 
departed from Horeb. This may be one of the most important lessons to be learned from this study. 

I. Context 
Once again, we will draw upon the detailed background study from the previous lesson on Exodus 

14:10-18
Exodus 

14:10-18. For greater details on the background you should consult this study at Cranfordville.com. Rel-
evant materials from that study will be summarized here. 

 a. Historical 
External History.  Although it is very likely 

that various records, oral for sure, and probably writ-
ten as well, were made of the experiences of the 
Israelites as they left Egypt and arrived at Mt. Sinai, 
the final compiling of the materials in the book of 
Exodus did not take place until the Babylonian Exile 
/ Post-Exile eras several centuries later. Moses most 
likely supervised the creation of the earliest strata of 
this material, but unnamed scribes are responsible 

for its final shape that we know in the book. 
Internal History. The sequence of events in this 

section of Exodus, chaps. 32-34, flows from the 
golden calf episode (chap. 32) to our passage that 
is followed by God’s renewal of the covenant (chap. 
34). The anger of God over the golden calf episode 
sets the tone for the dialogue between God and 
Moses in chapter 33. The resolution of His anger in 
the negotiated agreement with Moses then sets the 
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tone for covenant renewal in chapter 34. 
 b. Literary 

Genre. The literary form of chapter 33 is that 
of an episodic narrative mostly in the form of short 
conversations between God and Moses. This con-
versation is interrupted with reports of Moses to the 
people. These trigger reactions 
mostly of repentance. These pure 
narrative units surface in vv. 4-6 
and vv. 7-11. Verses 7-11 are in-
tended to insert an explanation of 
how God communicated to Moses 
during this period. 

Although not entirely clear, the 
conversations between God and Moses seem to take 
place in a Tent of Meeting, which Moses moved from 
inside the camp to a place far away from the camp 
of the people. This structure and its relationship to 
the much more elaborate tabernacle is a subject of 
debate among OT scholars. D.W. Gooding summa-
rizes one view in the New Bible Dictionary on “taber-
nacle”: 

The tabernacle of the congregation (AV), more properly 
‘tent of meeting’, as in RV, RSV: a small, provisional 
meeting-place of God and his people in use before 
the large tabernacle was built (Ex. 33:7–11). This tent 
of meeting was pitched outside the camp. Moses 
would enter it and the Cloud, marking the divine 
Presence, would descend and stand outside it at the 
door. In this the function of the tent resembled that of 
the cleft of the rock in which Moses was placed (Ex. 
34:22–23), and that of the cave in which Elijah stood 
(1 Ki. 19:9–18), to be addressed by God while the 
glory of God passed by outside. The tabernacle, by 

contrast, was erected in the midst of the camp, and 
the Cloud of glory rested not outside but inside it, so 
that at first Moses had to stay outside (Ex. 40:34– 
35). 

At least in our passage the tent is pitched outside 
the camp. 

Literary setting. The role of chapter thirty- 
three inside the book of Exodus is variously under-
stood, but Walter Brueggemann has a very helpful 
assessment of it (New Interpreter’s Bible, iPreach): 

These three chapters [32-34] are crucially and pe-
culiarly placed in the book of Exodus. According to 
scholarly consensus, they belong to the early sources 
of the book (JE), and so are a continuation of chaps. 
19–24. Indeed, in the usual reading informed by criti-
cal scholarship, one reads directly from 24:18 to 32:11, 
skipping over the intervening materials of 25–31. 

With a more recent accent on canonical reading, 
we must ask about chapters 32–34 in their immediate 
context, even when a conventional source analysis is 
accepted. Before chaps. 32–34 come 25–31, with the 
command for building the tabernacle. After chaps. 32– 
34 come 35–40, with the implementation of that com-
mand. Thus chaps. 32–34 disrupt the expected se-
quence of command (25–31) and performance (35– 
40). The sequence of command-disruption-implemen-
tation is likely an important and intentional theological 
arrangement. 

Formally, the disruption of God’s command is like 
the sequence of Genesis 1–2 (creation), 3–8 (sin), and 
9:1-17 (new covenant). Exodus 32 is something like a 
paradigmatic break in the world intended by God for 
Israel. That formal sequence of creation, sin, and new 
covenant, however, may be further illuminated if one 
considers closely the relation between chaps. 25–31 
and chap. 32. The most striking commonality is the 
figure of Aaron, who is authorized as the singular priest 
(chaps. 28–29), but who perverts Israel’s faith in chap. 
32. Thus it is possible that chaps. 32–34 present a 
polemic against the very Aaron so celebrated in 28– 
29, in favor of Moses’ faith and leadership. 

When we turn to 32–34 itself, we see again that 
an intentional design has been wrought in the material 
(helpfully discussed by Moberly).174 These three chap-
ters are likely made up of quite distinct materials. While 
chap. 32 concerns the offense of the calf, it has no 
particular relation to chap. 33. In like manner, the 
theophanic disclosure of 34:6-7, the resolve to make 
covenant (v. 10), and the proclamation of covenant law 
(vv. 11-26), likely reflect an old practice of covenant 
making that has no connection to broken covenant. 

These materials have now been formed, as Moberly 
shows, into a new configuration around a pattern of 
sin (32), dialogue and negotiation (33), and new cov-
enant (34). When arranged in this way, the materials 
are not simply concerned with a moment of crisis in 
Israel’s past, but make a remarkable theological state-
ment that has continuing force and significance. Yah-
weh has a will, capacity, and yearning for the restora-
tion of broken covenant with Israel. This new begin-
ning, which is enacted in chap. 34, is made possible 
(or necessary) because of the fierce insistence of 
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Moses. In the assertion of 33:19, in the self-disclo-
sure of 34:6-7a, and in the answer to the petition in 
34:10, Israel receives an articulation of God’s fierce, 
unwarranted graciousness, in the face of a profound 
act of disobedience. This is precisely the theological 
conclusion that would be most important to the exilic 
makers of canon. Put another way, the exile is ex-
actly such a context of violation and brokenness that 
requires a fresh gift of Yahweh’s mercy.175 

In the end, we can appropriate this assertion of 
Yahweh’s unfettered graciousness in two ways. If read 
critically, i.e., according to source analysis, the rela-
tion of Sinai is reconstituted on a firmer basis. If read 
canonically (as the book stands), even Aaron’s way-

wardness does not preclude the miracle of fidelity and 
presence. Either way, the final form of the text shows 
that Israel’s future depends on Yahweh’s inordinate 
fidelity. 

Thus our passage represents a bridge between bro-
ken covenant and renewal of it. Moses’ role is that of 
bridge builder, perhaps in contrast to Aaron who as 
the chief priest failed to mediate between God and 
the people in the matter of the golden calf. But also 
this text highlights the leadership capabilities of 
Moses as a spokesman both from the people to God 
and from God to the people. 

II. Message 
Literary Structure. Given the dialogical nature of this episode, the passage breaks down into three 

literary units: 1) vv. 1-6, God’s expression of anger; 2) vv. 7-11, the Tent of Meeting between God and 
Moses; 3) vv. 12-23, Moses and God negotiate out a resolution to His anger. We will follow this understand-
ing of structure, based on literary analysis. 

 a. Divine Anger, vv. 1-6 

LXX 
1kai. ei=pen ku,rioj pro.j 

Mwush/n poreu,ou avna,bhqi 
evnteu/qen su. kai. ò lao,j sou 
ou]j e vxh ,gagej e vk gh/j 
Aivgu,ptou eivj th.n gh/n h]n 
w;mosa tw/| Abraam kai. 
Isaak kai. Iakwb le,gwn tw/ 
| spe,rmati u`mw/n dw,sw 
auvth,n  2  kai. sunapostelw/ 
to.n a;ggelo,n mou pro. 
prosw,pou sou kai. evkbalei/ 
to.n Amorrai/on kai. Cettai/ 
on kai. Ferezai/on kai. 
Gergesai/on kai. Euai/on 
kai. Iebousai/on  3  kai. 
eivsa,xw se eivj gh/n r`e,ousan 
ga,la kai. me,li ouv ga.r mh. 
sunanabw/ meta. sou/ dia. to. 
lao.n sklhrotra,chlo,n se 
ei=nai i[na mh. evxanalw,sw 
se evn th/| òdw/|  4  kai. avkou,saj 
ò lao.j to. r̀h/ma to. ponhro.n 
tou/to katepe,nqhsan evn 
penqikoi/j  5  kai. ei=pen 
ku,rioj toi/j ui`oi/j Israhl 
ùmei/j lao.j sklhrotra,chloj 
o`ra/te mh. plhgh.n a;llhn 
evpa,xw evgw. evfV u`ma/j kai. 
evxanalw,sw u`ma/j nu/n ou=n 

NASB 
 1 Then the LORD 

spoke to Moses, "Depart, 
go up from here, you and 
the people whom you 
have brought up from the 
land of Egypt, to the land 
of which I swore to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
saying, 'To your descen-
dants I will give it.' 2 I will 
send an angel before you 
and I will drive out the 
Canaanite, the Amorite, 
the Hittite, the Perizzite, 
the Hivite and the 
Jebusite. 3 Go up to a 
land flowing with milk 
and honey; for I will not 
go up in your midst, be-
cause you are an 6 ob-
stinate people, and I 
might destroy you on the 
way." 4 When the people 
heard this sad word, they 
went into mourning, and 
none of them put on his 
ornaments. 5 For the 
LORD had said to 
Moses, "Say to the sons 

NRSV 
1 The Lord said to 

Moses, "Go, leave this 
place, you and the people 
whom you have brought 
up out of the land of 
Egypt, and go to the land 
of which I swore to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
saying, "To your descen-
dants I will give it.' 2 I will 
send an angel before 
you, and I will drive out the 
Canaanites, the 
Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. 3 Go 
up to a land flowing with 
milk and honey; but I will 
not go up among you, or 
I would consume you on 
the way, for you are a 
stiff-necked people." 4 
When the people heard 
these harsh words, they 
mourned, and no one put 
on ornaments. 5 For the 
Lord had said to Moses, 
"Say to the Israelites, 
"You are a stiff-necked 

NLT 
1 The LORD said to 

Moses, "Now that you 
have brought these 
people out of Egypt, lead 
them to the land I sol-
emnly promised Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. I 
told them long ago that I 
would give this land to 
their descendants. 2 And 
I will send an angel be-
fore you to drive out the 
Canaanites, Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites. 3 
Theirs is a land flowing 
with milk and honey. But 
I will not travel along with 
you, for you are a stub-
born, unruly people. If I 
did, I would be tempted 
to destroy you along the 
way." 4 When the people 
heard these stern words, 
they went into mourning 
and refused to wear their 
jewelry and ornaments. 
5 For the LORD had told 
Moses to tell them, "You 
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avfe,lesqe ta.j stola.j tw/n 
doxw/n ùmw/n kai. to.n ko,smon 
kai. dei,xw soi a] poih,sw 
soi  6  kai. periei,lanto oi` 
ui`oi. Israhl to.n ko,smon 
auvtw/n kai. th.n peristolh.n 
avpo. tou/ o;rouj tou/ Cwrhb 

of Israel, 'You are an ob-
stinate people; should I 
go up in your midst for 
one moment, I would de-
stroy you. Now therefore, 
put off your ornaments 
from you, that I may know 
what I shall do with you.' 
" 6 So the sons of Israel 
stripped themselves of 
their ornaments, from 
Mount Horeb onward. 

people; if for a single 
moment I should go up 
among you, I would con-
sume you. So now take 
off your ornaments, and 
I will decide what to do to 
you.' " 6 Therefore the 
Israelites stripped them-
selves of their orna-
ments, from Mount 
Horeb onward. 

are an unruly, stubborn 
people. If I were there 
among you for even a 
moment, I would destroy 
you. Remove your jew-
elry and ornaments until 
I decide what to do with 
you." 6 So from the time 
they left Mount Sinai, the 
Israelites wore no more 
jewelry. 

Notes: 
These beginning verses largely introduce God’s 

reaction to the golden calf mess described in the 
preceding chapter.

the 
preceding chapter.

the 
preceding chapter. Moses had gone into the moun-
tain to receive God’s revelation for the children of 
Israel (24:12-31:17). “When God finished speaking with 
Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the 
covenant, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 
from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and 
said to him, ‘Come, make gods for us, who shall go before 
us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him’" (Exod. 31:18-32:1). Aaron gave into their de-
mand and cast an image of a calf out of gold for the 
people to use for worship (32:2-6). God informed 
Moses what was happening in the camp and indi-
cated His desire to utterly 
destroy them (32:7-10). 
Moses convinced God to 
not carry out His intention 
and then went back to the 
camp to confront both 
Aaron and the people 
(32:11-34). “Then the Lord 
sent a plague on the people, 
because they made the 
calf—the one that Aaron 
made” (32:35). 

Our passage begins 
with God speaking to Moses with instructions for the 
Israelites to break camp. The text is unclear about 
where this conversation took place. Up to this point 
Moses had gone into the mountain to speak with God. 
But the nature of vv. 7-11 suggests that this was one 
of the conversations with God that took place in the 
Tent of Meeting outside the camp of the people. The 
scary aspect is God’s declaration that He will no 
longer accompany them on their trek to the Land of 
Canaan. This inspite of God promising to send “an 

gel before you” who will offer protection for the Israel-
ites. The reason God decided not to accompany 
them on this journey is that He was so angry with 
them that, were He present with them, He “would con-
sume you on the way.” 

When this message was conveyed to the Isra-
elites by Moses (vv. 4-6) they were told “now take off 
your ornaments and I [God] will decide what to do to you.” 
Their reaction was “they mourned and no one put on 
ornaments.” Various understandings of “ornaments” 
are possible. Brueggemann (NIB, iPreach) sees 
these as 

... the ornaments as amulets or even figurines of gods 
such as are familiar from archaeological sites (cf. Hos. 
2:13). This and the reference to Jacob's burying such 

ornaments at Shechem be-
fore his pilgrimage to Bethel 
(Gen. 35:4) may point to a 
regular rite of renunciation 
corresponding to the divine 
claim to purity of worship in 
the sacrament of the cov-
enant. The association of 
this with the problem of con-
tinuing presence, lit. "face," 
of God on leaving his cult 
place (vss. 15-16) has sug-
gested to some scholars 
that originally the ornaments 

were used in construction of the ark and that this ac-
count was omitted in favor of that in 25:10-22. Another 
theory is that later orthodoxy has suppressed here a 
genuine old tradition of their use in the making of a 
cult mask to be worn by Moses in communicating the 
divine oracle, later communicated through the ephod 
and sacred lots (see below on 34:29-35). 

But J. I. Durham  (Word Biblical Commentary) sees 
a slightly different angle on this: 

As an expression of their grief, the people do not 
wear any “ornamentation” or “festive dress” (ydx), and 
by this inclusion of yet another tradition of Yahweh’s 

Exod 32 NRSV
Exod 32 NRSV
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terrible announcement and the people’s abject grief, 
the compiler of this sequence provides an explanation 
of this symbol of the people’s mourning and effectively 
doubles the impact of his narrative. Yahweh had told 
Moses to say to Israel, “You are an obstinate people” 
(this time with a plural “you,” by contrast to the 
collective singular “you” of the similar statement of v 
3), and to explain to them the awesome danger involved 
in his continued Presence with them, even “for a single 
moment.” He had also instructed that they should 
divest themselves of any festive dress. In the context 
of the composite narrative, this latter instruction may 
be taken as an indication that an immediate expression 
of the people’s grief was to become a permanent one, 
not least because their grief was to be a permanent 
one. 

There is no reason to assume that the festive dress 
the people here put off was what they had put on for 
festivities at Sinai (so Beer, 156), nor is there any 
basis for the assumption that the ornamentation the 
people set aside here was used to make the Tent of 
Appointed Meeting mentioned in the verses that follow 
(7–11; cf. Driver, 358), or the Ark (Dibelius, Lade 
Jahves, 45–47; Davies, 238; cf. Haran, 262–65), and 
it is, of course, useless to see any discrepancy 
between this setting aside of festive dress and the 
call for special materials for the construction of the 
Tabernacle and its equipment and the sacral vestments 
of chaps. 25 and 35. The present text is concerned 
only with depicting Israel’s profound mourning of the 
threatened loss of Yahweh’s Presence and to express 
that grief has utilized a tradition, no doubt quite ancient, 
of mourning dress. 

Regardless of the exact nature of the item, they sym-
bolized an attitude which was completely inappro-
priate and thus were told bluntly to not wear them. 
According to v. 6 they did not wear them again, fa-
voring the view that these items had religious sym-
bolism oriented toward other deities. 

The basis for God’s pondering what to do with 
the Israelites was His accusation that they were “a 
stiff-necked people” (v. 3). This graphic visual im-
age

This graphic visual im-
age is used as a charge against the people in Exo-
dus, and later these Israelites become the negative 
example for subsequent generations to avoid even 
into New Testament usage. 

This image of being “stiff-necked” conveys a spirit 

of rebelliousness, as J. A. Wharton (Interpreters Dic-
tionary of the Bible, iPreach) describes: 

A metaphor for rebellion and unteachableness, 
taken from the use of domestic animals for various 
kinds of work (#r[ "neck," plus h`q "be hard" [in verb 
and noun forms]; sklhrotra"chlov). The ox "stiffens 
his neck" when he refuses direction, or "turns a stub-
born shoulder" when offered the yoke (cf. Hos. 4:16; 
10:11; Zech. 7:11-12; cf. Neh. 9:29). 

The term typically describes Israel's rebellious-
ness against Yahweh during the wilderness wander-
ing (Exod. 32:9; 33:3, 5; Deut. 9:13), which becomes 
a stereotype of apostasy (Jer. 7:26). Such rebellion 
consists in disobedience and idolatry (Exod. 32:9; 
Deut. 31:27), reversing the course of Yahweh's redemp-
tive history (Neh. 9:16-17; Jer. 7:26). A chief charac-
teristic of the "stiff-necked" is refusal to listen to the 
word of God delivered through the prophets (II Kings 
17:13-14; II Chr. 36:12-13; Jer. 7:25-26; 19:15; cf. Ezek. 
3:7; Zech. 7:11-12), which in Acts 7:51-53 is called 
"resist[ing] the Holy Spirit" (cf. Isa. 63:10). God's grace 
appears in sharp contrast to Israel's stubbornness in 
Exod. 34:9; Deut. 9:6; II Chr. 30:8; Neh. 9:16 ff. The 
opposite of this attitude is the transformation of the 
external forms of the covenant relationship (see CIR-
CUMCISION; COVENANT) into a profound inner mo-
tive of obedience (Deut. 10:16), in willing submission 
to Yahweh's will II Chr. 30:8). 
What are possible connections of these verses 

to us today? Some come to mind immediately. It’s 
still possible to “tick God off” with sinfulness actions 
and attitudes. Sin is still sin, even when God’s people 
commit it. Being “on the inside” doesn’t excuse re-
bellious actions. If anything, it makes them worse, 
because we should know better. Second, our sinful-
ness reduces God’s ability to “walk with us” on the 
journey of discipleship. Sin pushes God’s presence 
to the back burner and leaves us more on our own 
to cope with life. This is a recipe for disaster just as 
Moses recognized, along with the Israelites (v. 4). 
We need to be as smart as they were. By any term, 
sin is still rebellion and represents a deplorable pride 
and stubbornness against obeying God. The image 
of being “stiff-necked” at Sinai marked these Israel-
ites forever as setting a negative example to be 
avoided at all costs. What a way to be remembered! 

 b. Talking with God, vv. 7-11 
LXX 

 7kai. labw.n Mwush/j 
th.n skhnh.n auvtou/ e;phxen 
e;xw th/j parembolh/j makra.n 
avpo. th/j parembolh/j kai. 

NASB 
 7 Now Moses used 

to take the tent and pitch 
it outside the camp, a 
good distance from the 

NRSV 
7 Now Moses used to 

take the tent and pitch it 
outside the camp, far off 
from the camp; he called 

NLT 
 7 It was Moses' cus-

tom to set up the tent 
known as the Tent of 
Meeting far outside the 
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evklh,qh skhnh. marturi,ou 
kai. evge,neto pa/j o` zhtw/n 
ku,rion evxeporeu,eto eivj th.n 
skhnh.n e;xw th/j parembolh/ 
j  8h `ni , ka d V a ` n 
eivseporeu,eto Mwush/j eivj 
th .n skhnh.n e ;xw th/j 
parembolh/j ei`sth,kei pa/j 
o ` lao . j skopeu ,ontej 
e[kastoj para. ta.j qu,raj th/ 
j skhnh /j au vtou / kai . 
katenoou/san avpio,ntoj 
Mwush/ e[wj tou/ eivselqei/n 
auvto.n eivj th.n skhnh,n  9 
w`j dV a`n eivsh/lqen Mwush/ 
j ei v j  th . n skhnh ,n 
kate,bainen o` stu/loj th/j 
nefe,lhj kai. i[stato evpi. th.n 
qu,ran th/j skhnh/j kai. 
evla,lei Mwush/|  10  kai. èw,ra 
pa/j o` lao.j to.n stu/lon th/ 
j nefe,lhj e`stw/ta evpi. th/j 
qu,raj th/j skhnh/j kai. 
sta ,ntej pa /j o ` lao .j 
proseku,nhsan e[kastoj avpo. 
th/j qu,raj th/j skhnh/j 
auvtou/  11  kai. evla,lhsen 
ku,rioj pro.j Mwush/n 
evnw,pioj evnwpi,w| w`j ei; tij 
lalh,sei pro.j to.n e`autou/ 
fi,lon kai. avpelu,eto eivj th.n 
parembolh,n o` de. qera,pwn 
VIhsou/j uìo.j Nauh ne,oj ouvk 
evxeporeu,eto evk th/j skhnh/j 

camp, and he called it 
the tent of meeting. And 
everyone  who sought the 
LORD would go out to 
the tent of meeting which 
was outside the camp. 8 
And it came about, when-
ever Moses went out to 
the tent, that all the 
people would arise and 
stand, each at the en-
trance of his tent, and 
gaze after Moses until he 
entered the tent. 9 
Whenever Moses en-
tered the tent, the pillar of 
cloud would descend 
and stand at the entrance 
of the tent; and the 
LORD would speak with 
Moses. 10 When all the 
people saw the pillar of 
cloud standing at the en-
trance of the tent, all the 
people would arise and 
worship, each at the en-
trance of his tent. 11 
Thus the LORD used to 
speak to Moses face to 
face, just as a man 
speaks to his friend. 
When Moses returned to 
the camp, his servant 
Joshua, the son of Nun, 
a young man, would not 
depart from the tent. 

camp. Everyone who 
wanted to consult with 
the LORD would go 
there. 8 Whenever 
Moses went out to the 
Tent of Meeting, all the 
people would get up and 
stand in their tent en-
trances. They would all 
watch Moses until he dis-
appeared inside. 9 As he 
went into the tent, the pil-
lar of cloud would come 
down and hover at the 
entrance while the LORD 
spoke with Moses. 10 
Then all the people would 
stand and bow low at 
their tent entrances. 11 
Inside the Tent of Meet-
ing, the LORD would 
speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks 
to his friend. Afterward 
Moses would return to 
the camp, but the young 
man who assisted him, 
Joshua son of Nun, 
stayed behind in the Tent 
of Meeting. 

it the tent of meeting. And 
everyone who sought the 
Lord would go out to the 
tent of meeting, which 
was outside the camp. 8 
Whenever Moses went 
out to the tent, all the 
people would rise and 
stand, each of them, at 
the entrance of their tents 
and watch Moses until he 
had gone into the tent. 9 
When Moses entered the 
tent, the pillar of cloud 
would descend and 
stand at the entrance of 
the tent, and the Lord 
would speak with Moses. 
10 When all the people 
saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the entrance 
of the tent, all the people 
would rise and bow 
down, all of them, at the 
entrance of their tent. 11 
Thus the Lord used to 
speak to Moses face to 
face, as one speaks to a 
friend. Then he would re-
turn to the camp; but his 
young assistant, Joshua 
son of Nun, would not 
leave the tent. 

Notes: 
These verses seem to interrupt the thought flow 

of the narrative established in vv. 1-6 and resumed 
in verses 12-23. As might well be expected, consid-
erable discussion about this has surfaced in schol-
arly discussions, as J.I. Durham (WBC) notes: 

These verses are so strikingly different in both 
content and style from the dramatically arranged 
narrative composite that precedes and follows them 
that they have given rise to a wide variety of 
explanations concerning their origin, and above all their 
purpose in relation to their present setting. They have 
been attributed to both J (Newman, People of the 
Covenant, 63–71; possibly, says Noth, 254–55, though 
he favors a “special tradition” taken up by J) and also 
(more generally) to E (Beer, 156–59; Hyatt, 314–15), 
though not universally as a unity (cf. Beyerlin, Sinaitic 

Traditions 112–26, who thinks E took over an old 
tradition and then reworked it). In fact, there is not 
enough clear evidence in Exod 33:7–11 to make a 
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firm source assignment. 
The nature of verses 7-11 is to present a pattern 

of activity not just connected to this one episode. 
Most likely, this early, rather primitive “meeting house” 
served as the foundational model for the latter de-
veloped tabernacle. Thus the insertion of this peri-
cope by the compilers of Exodus serves to “set the 
record straight” about how the tension between God 
and the Israelites was resolved. God wasn’t far off 
on a mountain; rather He was “outside the camp” 
that had been polluted by the willful rebellion of the 
Israelites. Yet, He was still accessible, although only 
through Moses’ mediation. 

The people sensed that God was meeting with 
Moses when they saw the “pillar of cloud” descending 
and standing in front of the entrance of this tent. The 
proper reaction for them was to “rise and bow down, 
all of them, at the entrance of their tent.” Thus, rever-
ence for the presence of God, even from a distance, 
was the norm. The nature of Moses’ meeting with 
God is depicted as “the Lord used to speak to Moses 
face to face, as one speaks to a friend.” For the ancient 
world, and the Old Testament even, to speak with 
deity as a human on friendship terms such as these 
was rather astounding. The Israelites, and even 
Moses subsequently,  would not be permitted such 

again. When the resolution was found, all that Moses 
would see was God’s back, not His face (vv. 21-23). 

The end of this pericope notes that a young 
Joshua continuously served in this Tent of Meeting, 
although Moses came and went. We are provided 
some insight into the future successor of Moses at 
this early stage. 

  Connections to us? A few possibilities come to 
mind. Even though the Israelites rebelled God still 
remained accessible to them. To be sure, He was 
threatening to disassociate Himself completely with 
these rebellious people. But during this period, Moses 
could mediate their needs to God as a powerful rep-
resentative. In a later NT text seeking to apply the 
model of the Israelites to Christians, Heb. 4:15-16 
admonishes us: 

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Let us therefore approach the throne of 
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 

The Israelites had Moses to stand between them 
and God, but we have one far greater, the great high 
priest Jesus himself. 

c. Resolving trouble with God, vv. 12-23 

LXX 
 12kai. ei=pen Mwush/j 

pro.j ku,rion ivdou. su, moi 
le,geij avna,gage to.n lao.n 
tou/ton su. de. ouvk evdh,lwsa,j 
moi o]n sunapostelei/j metV 
evmou/ su. de, moi ei=paj oi=da, 
se para. pa,ntaj kai. ca,rin 
e;ceij parV evmoi,  13  eiv ou=n 
eu[rhka ca,rin evnanti,on sou 
evmfa,niso,n moi seauto,n 
gnwstw/j i;dw se o[pwj a`n 
w= eùrhkw.j ca,rin evnanti,on 
sou kai. i[na gnw/ o[ti lao,j 
sou to. e;qnoj to. me,ga tou/ 
to  14  kai. le,gei auvto.j 
proporeu,somai, sou kai. 
katapau,sw se  15  kai. le,gei 
pro.j auvto,n eiv mh. auvto.j su. 
poreu,h| mh, me avnaga,gh|j 
evnteu/qen  16  kai. pw/j 
gnwsto.n e;stai avlhqw/j o[ti 
eu[rhka ca,rin para. soi, evgw, 

NASB 
12 Then Moses said 

to the LORD, "See, You 
say to me, 'Bring up this 
people!' But You Yourself 
have not let me know 
whom You will send with 
me. Moreover, You have 
said, 'I have known you 
by name, and you have 
also found favor in My 
sight.' 13 Now therefore, 
I pray You, if I have found 
favor in Your sight, let me 
know Your ways that I 
may know You, so that I 
may find favor in Your 
sight. Consider too, that 
this nation is Your 
people." 14 And He said, 
"My presence shall go 
with you, and I will give 
you rest." 15 Then he 

NRSV 
12 Moses said to the 

Lord, "See, you have 
said to me, "Bring up this 
people'; but you have not 
let me know whom you 
will send with me. Yet 
you have said, "I know 
you by name, and you 
have also found favor in 
my sight.' 13 Now if I 
have found favor in your 
sight, show me your 
ways, so that I may know 
you and find favor in your 
sight. Consider too that 
this nation is your 
people." 14 He said, "My 
presence will go with you, 
and I will give you rest." 
15 And he said to him, "If 
your presence will not go, 
do not carry us up from 

NLT 
12 Moses said to the 

LORD, "You have been 
telling me, 'Take these 
people up to the Prom-
ised Land.' But you 
haven't told me whom 
you will send with me. You 
call me by name and tell 
me I have found favor 
with you. 13 Please, if this 
is really so, show me 
your intentions so I will 
understand you more 
fully and do exactly what 
you want me to do. Be-
sides, don't forget that 
this nation is your very 
own people." 14 And the 
LORD replied, "I will per-
sonally go with you, 
Moses. I will give you rest 
– everything will be fine 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Heb+4&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=like+as+we+are
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te kai. o` lao,j sou avllV h` 
sumporeuome,nou sou meqV 
h`mw/n kai. evndoxasqh,somai 
evgw, te kai. ò lao,j sou para. 
pa,nta ta. e;qnh o[sa evpi. th/ 
j gh/j evstin  17  kai. ei=pen 
ku,rioj pro.j Mwush/n kai. 
tou/to,n soi to.n lo,gon o]n 
ei;rhkaj poih,sw eu[rhkaj 
ga.r ca,rin evnw,pio,n mou kai. 
oi=da, se para. pa,ntaj  18 
kai. le,gei dei/xo,n moi th.n 
seautou/ do,xan  19  kai. ei=pen 
evgw. pareleu,somai pro,tero,j 
sou th/| do,xh| mou kai. kale,sw 
evpi. tw/| ovno,mati, mou ku,rioj 
evnanti,on sou kai. evleh,sw 
o]n a`n evlew/ kai. oivktirh,sw 
o]n àn oivkti,rw  20  kai. ei=pen 
ouv dunh,sh| ivdei/n mou to. 
pro,swpon ouv ga.r mh. i;dh| 
a;nqrwpoj to. pro,swpo,n mou 
kai. zh,setai  21  kai. ei=pen 
ku,rioj ivdou. to,poj parV 
evmoi, sth,sh| evpi. th/j pe,traj 
22  h̀ni,ka dV àn pare,lqh| mou 
h` do,xa kai. qh,sw se eivj 
ovph.n th/j pe,traj kai. 
skepa,sw th/| ceiri, mou evpi. 
se, e[wj a`n pare,lqw  23  kai. 
avfelw/ th.n cei/ra kai. to,te 
o;yh| ta. ovpi,sw mou to. de. 
pro ,swpo ,n mou ou v k 
ovfqh,setai, soi 

said to Him, "If Your pres-
ence does not go with us, 
do not lead us up from 
here. 16 For how then 
can it be known that I 
have found favor in Your 
sight, I and Your people? 
Is it not by Your going 
with us, so that we, I and 
Your people, may be dis-
tinguished from all the 
other people who are 
upon the face of the 
earth?" 17 The LORD 
said to Moses, "I will also 
do this thing of which you 
have spoken; for you 
have found favor in My 
sight and I have known 
you by name." 18 Then 
Moses said, "I pray You, 
show me Your glory!" 19 
And He said, "I Myself will 
make all My goodness 
pass before you, and will 
proclaim the name of the 
LORD before you; and I 
will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will 
show compassion on 
whom I will show com-
passion." 20 But He said, 
"You cannot see My face, 
for no man can see Me 
and live!" 21 Then the 
LORD said, "Behold, 
there is a place by Me, 
and you shall stand there 
on the rock; 22 and it will 
come about, while My 
glory is passing by, that I 
will put you in the cleft of 
the rock and cover you 
with My hand until I have 
passed by. 23 Then I will 
take My hand away and 
you shall see My back, 
but My face shall not be 
seen." 

here. 16 For how shall it 
be known that I have 
found favor in your sight, 
I and your people, unless 
you go with us? In this 
way, we shall be distinct, 
I and your people, from 
every people on the face 
of the earth." 17 The Lord 
said to Moses, "I will do 
the very thing that you 
have asked; for you have 
found favor in my sight, 
and I know you by name." 
18 Moses said, "Show 
me your glory, I pray." 19 
And he said, "I will make 
all my goodness pass 
before you, and will pro-
claim before you the 
name, "The Lord'; and I 
will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I 
will show mercy. 20 But," 
he said, "you cannot see 
my face; for no one shall 
see me and live." 21 And 
the Lord continued, "See, 
there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on 
the rock; 22 and while my 
glory passes by I will put 
you in a cleft of the rock, 
and I will cover you with 
my hand until I have 
passed by; 23 then I will 
take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back; 
but my face shall not be 
seen." 

for you." 15 Then Moses 
said, "If you don't go with 
us personally, don't let us 
move a step from this 
place. 16 If you don't go 
with us, how will anyone 
ever know that your 
people and I have found 
favor with you? How else 
will they know we are 
special and distinct from 
all other people on the 
earth?" 17 And the LORD 
replied to Moses, "I will 
indeed do what you have 
asked, for you have 
found favor with me, and 
you are my friend." 18 
Then Moses had one 
more request. "Please let 
me see your glorious 
presence," he said. 19 
The LORD replied, "I will 
make all my goodness 
pass before you, and I 
will call out my name, 'the 
LORD,' to you. I will show 
kindness to anyone I 
choose, and I will show 
mercy to anyone I 
choose. 20 But you may 
not look directly at my 
face, for no one may see 
me and live." 21 The 
LORD continued, "Stand 
here on this rock beside 
me. 22 As my glorious 
presence passes by, I will 
put you in the cleft of the 
rock and cover you with 
my hand until I have 
passed. 23 Then I will 
remove my hand, and 
you will see me from be-
hind. But my face will not 
be seen." 
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Notes: 
Important here is to note that the narrative, be-

gun in 32:1, and interrupted in 33:7, resumes taking 
the story to its climatic point. 

This pericope revolves entirely around a dialogue 
between Moses and God, with God having the last 
word in the conversation. Its structure is as follows: 

Moses said: vv. 12-13 
God replied: vv. 14 
Moses said: vv. 15-16 
God said again: v. 17 
Moses said: v. 18 
God replied: v. 19 
God continues: v. 20 
God continues: vv. 21-23 

Clearly this conversation is dominated by God, who 
both responds to Moses’ pleas for the people, but 
also lays out His intention to continue accompany-
ing the Israelites on their journey to Canaan. We will 
take Moses’ words as the organizing key to our study. 

1) Moses said (vv. 12-13): See, you have said to 
me, "Bring up this people'; but you have not let me know 
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, "I know 
you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.' 
13 Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your 
ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people." Moses re-
minded God of His word given to Moses while in 
Egypt. He pleas for God to not abandon the people 
since they belong to God. On the basis of Moses’ 
friendship with God he intercedes in behalf of the 
people. 

God’s response (v. 14): He said, "My presence will 
go with you, and I will give you rest." God replied that He 
would accompany the Israelites to Canaan after all. 
God indicates that He will quiet Moses’ anxiety (“I will 
give you rest”) first created in 33:1 with the warning 
that God would not Himself accompany the Israel-
ites beyond Sinai. 

2) Moses said (vv. 15-16): "If your presence will 
not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be 
known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your 
people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be 
distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face 
of the earth." At first glance it seems as though Moses 
didn’t hear what God had said. But Moses’ words 
here recap his first statement in vv. 12-13. The addi-
tional insight is the affirmation of how intense his 
longing is for God’s presence to accompany them 
to Canaan. The first statement “this nation is your 
people“ is now expanded to an affirmation that God’s 
presence will provide confirmation to others of the 
people as the people of God. 

God’s response (v. 17): "I will do the very thing that 
you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and 
I know you by name." God grants Moses’ request and 
affirms His friendship with Moses. This friendship, 
the source of His favor, is the basis for granting 
Moses’ request. Durham (WBC) provides this elo-
quent summary: 

It is a brilliantly arresting conclusion to a 
magnificent narrative sequence, dazzlingly effective 
in its brevity, masterfully bold in its presentation of a 
Yahweh who is so secure that he does not mind being 
upstaged by his own servant Moses. This answer is 
the most convincing possible testimony of the favor in 
which Yahweh holds Moses, as Yahweh proceeds 
immediately to say. And this answer, in turn, sets the 
stage for the next component of the narrative sequence, 
in which, in a passage unique in the OT, Yahweh 
describes himself and Moses falls prostrate in worship. 

God grants to Moses the status of “friend” that had 
great significance in the ancient world. Remember 
James’ declaration about Abraham (James 2:23): “he 
[Abraham] was called the friend of God.” 

3) Moses said (v18): "Show me your glory, I pray." 
Moses sought immediate confirmation of God’s 
promise by a demonstration of His powerful pres-
ence. Not the first time that Moses has made such a 
request; see Exodus 3:7-4:23. In the wilderness call-
ing of Moses to go to Egypt, Moses had wanted proof 
of God’s presence to accompany him. 

God’s responses (vv. 19-23): And he [God] said, 
"I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will 
proclaim before you the name, "The Lord'; and I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy 
on whom I will show mercy. 20 But," he  [God] said, "you 
cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live." 21 
And the Lord continued, "See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; 22 and while my glory 
passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23 then I 
will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but 
my face shall not be seen." This threefold response 
actually sets up the theophany described in 34:1-8 
where God showed Moses His presence in over-
powering ways. God is available but He is always 
hidden. We can communicate with Him, but it al-
ways is on the basis of reverence and respect. 
Moses needed this affirmation, just as Elijah would 
need a similar one at the same location centuries 
later (1 Kings 19:9-13). 

What a wonderful promise of God’s presence to 
His people, and their leaders. Through Jesus we have 
full access to this same God. Our reaction? Moses’ 
reaction to God’s glory: “And Moses quickly bowed his 
head toward the earth, and worshiped” (Exod. 34:8). 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=James+2&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=ex&NavGo=4&NavCurrentChapter=4
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Exodus+3%3A7-4%3A23&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=heb&NavGo=4&NavCurrentChapter=4
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=exod+34&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=friend+of+God
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1+Kings+19&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=ex&NavGo=34&NavCurrentChapter=34
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=exod+34&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=friend+of+God
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NASB 
 1 Then the LORD 

spoke to Moses, "Depart, 
go up from here, you and 
the people whom you 
have brought up from the 
land of Egypt, to the land 
of which I swore to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
saying, 'To your descen-
dants I will give it.' 2 I will 
send an angel before you 
and I will drive out the 
Canaanite, the Amorite, 
the Hittite, the Perizzite, 
the Hivite and the 
Jebusite. 3 Go up to a 
land flowing with milk 
and honey; for I will not 
go up in your midst, be-
cause you are an 6 ob-
stinate people, and I 
might destroy you on the 
way." 4 When the people 
heard this sad word, they 
went into mourning, and 
none of them put on his 
ornaments. 5 For the 
LORD had said to 
Moses, "Say to the sons 
of Israel, 'You are an ob-
stinate people; should I 
go up in your midst for 
one moment, I would de-
stroy you. Now therefore, 
put off your ornaments 
from you, that I may know 
what I shall do with you.' 
" 6 So the sons of Israel 
stripped themselves of 
their ornaments, from 
Mount Horeb onward. 

7 Now Moses used to 
take the tent and pitch it 
outside the camp, a 
good distance from the 
camp, and he called it 
the tent of meeting. And 
everyone  who sought the 
LORD would go out to 
the tent of meeting which 
was outside the camp. 8 

NRSV 
1 The Lord said to 

Moses, "Go, leave this 
place, you and the people 
whom you have brought 
up out of the land of 
Egypt, and go to the land 
of which I swore to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
saying, "To your descen-
dants I will give it.' 2 I will 
send an angel before 
you, and I will drive out the 
Canaanites, the 
Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. 3 Go 
up to a land flowing with 
milk and honey; but I will 
not go up among you, or 
I would consume you on 
the way, for you are a 
stiff-necked people." 4 
When the people heard 
these harsh words, they 
mourned, and no one put 
on ornaments. 5 For the 
Lord had said to Moses, 
"Say to the Israelites, 
"You are a stiff-necked 
people; if for a single 
moment I should go up 
among you, I would con-
sume you. So now take 
off your ornaments, and 
I will decide what to do to 
you.' " 6 Therefore the 
Israelites stripped them-
selves of their orna-
ments, from Mount 
Horeb onward. 

7 Now Moses used to 
take the tent and pitch it 
outside the camp, far off 
from the camp; he called 
it the tent of meeting. And 
everyone who sought the 
Lord would go out to the 
tent of meeting, which 
was outside the camp. 8 
Whenever Moses went 
out to the tent, all the 

NLT 
1 The LORD said to 

Moses, "Now that you 
have brought these 
people out of Egypt, lead 
them to the land I sol-
emnly promised Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. I 
told them long ago that I 
would give this land to 
their descendants. 2 And 
I will send an angel be-
fore you to drive out the 
Canaanites, Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites. 3 
Theirs is a land flowing 
with milk and honey. But 
I will not travel along with 
you, for you are a stub-
born, unruly people. If I 
did, I would be tempted 
to destroy you along the 
way." 4 When the people 
heard these stern words, 
they went into mourning 
and refused to wear their 
jewelry and ornaments. 
5 For the LORD had told 
Moses to tell them, "You 
are an unruly, stubborn 
people. If I were there 
among you for even a 
moment, I would destroy 
you. Remove your jew-
elry and ornaments until 
I decide what to do with 
you." 6 So from the time 
they left Mount Sinai, the 
Israelites wore no more 
jewelry. 

7 It was Moses' cus-
tom to set up the tent 
known as the Tent of 
Meeting far outside the 
camp. Everyone who 
wanted to consult with 
the LORD would go 
there. 8 Whenever 
Moses went out to the 
Tent of Meeting, all the 
people would get up and 

LXX 
1kai. ei=pen ku,rioj pro.j 

Mwush/n poreu,ou avna,bhqi 
evnteu/qen su. kai. o` lao,j 
sou ou]j evxh,gagej evk gh/j 
Aivgu,ptou eivj th.n gh/n h]n 
w;mosa tw/| Abraam kai. 
Isaak kai. Iakwb le,gwn tw/ 
| spe,rmati u`mw/n dw,sw 
auvth,n  2  kai. sunapostelw/ 
to.n a;ggelo,n mou pro. 
prosw,pou sou kai. evkbalei/ 
to.n Amorrai/on kai. Cettai/ 
on kai. Ferezai/on kai. 
Gergesai/on kai. Euai/on 
kai. Iebousai/on  3  kai. 
eivsa,xw se eivj gh/n r̀e,ousan 
ga,la kai. me,li ouv ga.r mh. 
sunanabw/ meta. sou/ dia. to. 
lao.n sklhrotra,chlo,n se 
ei=nai i[na mh. evxanalw,sw 
se evn th/| òdw/|  4  kai. avkou,saj 
ò lao.j to. r̀h/ma to. ponhro.n 
tou/to katepe,nqhsan evn 
penqikoi/j  5  kai. ei=pen 
ku,rioj toi/j ui`oi/j Israhl 
ùmei/j lao.j sklhrotra,chloj 
o`ra/te mh. plhgh.n a;llhn 
evpa,xw evgw. evfV u`ma/j kai. 
evxanalw,sw u`ma/j nu/n ou=n 
avfe,lesqe ta.j stola.j tw/n 
doxw/n ùmw/n kai. to.n ko,smon 
kai. dei,xw soi a] poih,sw 
soi  6  kai. periei,lanto oi` 
ui`oi. Israhl to.n ko,smon 
auvtw/n kai. th.n peristolh.n 
avpo. tou/ o;rouj tou/ Cwrhb 

7kai. labw.n Mwush/j 
th.n skhnh.n auvtou/ e;phxen 
e;xw th/j parembolh/j makra.n 
avpo. th/j parembolh/j kai. 
evklh,qh skhnh. marturi,ou 
kai. evge,neto pa/j o` zhtw/n 
ku,rion evxeporeu,eto eivj th.n 
skhnh.n e;xw th/j parembolh/ 
j  8h `ni , ka d V a ` n 
eivseporeu,eto Mwush/j eivj 
th .n skhnh.n e ;xw th/j 
parembolh/j ei`sth,kei pa/j 
o ` lao . j skopeu ,ontej 
e[kastoj para. ta.j qu,raj th/ 
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And it came about, when-
ever Moses went out to 
the tent, that all the 
people would arise and 
stand, each at the en-
trance of his tent, and 
gaze after Moses until he 
entered the tent. 9 
Whenever Moses en-
tered the tent, the pillar of 
cloud would descend 
and stand at the entrance 
of the tent; and the 
LORD would speak with 
Moses. 10 When all the 
people saw the pillar of 
cloud standing at the en-
trance of the tent, all the 
people would arise and 
worship, each at the en-
trance of his tent. 11 
Thus the LORD used to 
speak to Moses face to 
face, just as a man 
speaks to his friend. 
When Moses returned to 
the camp, his servant 
Joshua, the son of Nun, 
a young man, would not 
depart from the tent. 

12 Then Moses said 
to the LORD, "See, You 
say to me, 'Bring up this 
people!' But You Yourself 
have not let me know 
whom You will send with 
me. Moreover, You have 
said, 'I have known you 
by name, and you have 
also found favor in My 
sight.' 13 "Now therefore, 
I pray You, if I have found 
favor in Your sight, let me 
know Your ways that I 
may know You, so that I 
may find favor in Your 
sight. Consider too, that 
this nation is Your 
people." 14 And He said, 
"My presence shall go 
{with you,} and I will give 
you rest." 15 Then he said 

people would rise and 
stand, each of them, at 
the entrance of their tents 
and watch Moses until he 
had gone into the tent. 9 
When Moses entered the 
tent, the pillar of cloud 
would descend and 
stand at the entrance of 
the tent, and the Lord 
would speak with Moses. 
10 When all the people 
saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the entrance 
of the tent, all the people 
would rise and bow 
down, all of them, at the 
entrance of their tent. 11 
Thus the Lord used to 
speak to Moses face to 
face, as one speaks to a 
friend. Then he would re-
turn to the camp; but his 
young assistant, Joshua 
son of Nun, would not 
leave the tent. 

12 Moses said to the 
Lord, "See, you have said 
to me, "Bring up this 
people'; but you have not 
let me know whom you 
will send with me. Yet you 
have said, "I know you by 
name, and you have also 
found favor in my sight.' 
13 Now if I have found 
favor in your sight, show 
me your ways, so that I 
may know you and find 
favor in your sight. Con-
sider too that this nation 
is your people." 14 He 
said, "My presence will go 
with you, and I will give 
you rest." 15 And he said 
to him, "If your presence 
will not go, do not carry 
us up from here. 16 For 
how shall it be known that 
I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people, 
unless you go with us? 

stand in their tent en-
trances. They would all 
watch Moses until he dis-
appeared inside. 9 As he 
went into the tent, the pil-
lar of cloud would come 
down and hover at the 
entrance while the LORD 
spoke with Moses. 10 
Then all the people would 
stand and bow low at 
their tent entrances. 11 
Inside the Tent of Meet-
ing, the LORD would 
speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks 
to his friend. Afterward 
Moses would return to 
the camp, but the young 
man who assisted him, 
Joshua son of Nun, 
stayed behind in the Tent 
of Meeting. 

12 Moses said to the 
LORD, "You have been 
telling me, 'Take these 
people up to the Prom-
ised Land.' But you 
haven't told me whom 
you will send with me. 
You call me by name and 
tell me I have found favor 
with you. 13 Please, if 
this is really so, show me 
your intentions so I will 
understand you more 
fully and do exactly what 
you want me to do. Be-
sides, don't forget that 
this nation is your very 
own people." 14 And the 
LORD replied, "I will per-
sonally go with you, 
Moses. I will give you rest 
– everything will be fine 
for you." 15 Then Moses 
said, "If you don't go with 
us personally, don't let us 
move a step from this 
place. 16 If you don't go 
with us, how will anyone 
ever know that your 

j skhnh /j au vtou / kai . 
katenoou/san avpio,ntoj 
Mwush/ e[wj tou/ eivselqei/n 
auvto.n eivj th.n skhnh,n  9 
w`j dV a`n eivsh/lqen Mwush/ 
j ei v j  th . n skhnh ,n 
kate,bainen o` stu/loj th/j 
nefe,lhj kai. i[stato evpi. th.n 
qu,ran th/j skhnh/j kai. 
evla,lei Mwush/|  10  kai. èw,ra 
pa/j o` lao.j to.n stu/lon th/ 
j nefe,lhj e`stw/ta evpi. th/j 
qu,raj th/j skhnh/j kai. 
sta ,ntej pa /j o ` lao .j 
proseku,nhsan e[kastoj avpo. 
th/j qu,raj th/j skhnh/j 
auvtou/  11  kai. evla,lhsen 
ku,rioj pro.j Mwush/n 
evnw,pioj evnwpi,w| w`j ei; tij 
lalh,sei pro.j to.n e`autou/ 
fi,lon kai. avpelu,eto eivj th.n 
parembolh,n o` de. qera,pwn 
VIhsou/j uìo.j Nauh ne,oj ouvk 
evxeporeu,eto evk th/j skhnh/j 

12kai. ei=pen Mwush/j 
pro.j ku,rion ivdou. su, moi 
le,geij avna,gage to.n lao.n 
tou/ton su. de. ouvk evdh,lwsa,j 
moi o]n sunapostelei/j metV 
evmou/ su. de, moi ei=paj oi=da, 
se para. pa,ntaj kai. ca,rin 
e;ceij parV evmoi,  13  eiv ou=n 
eu[rhka ca,rin evnanti,on sou 
evmfa,niso,n moi seauto,n 
gnwstw/j i;dw se o[pwj a`n 
w= eùrhkw.j ca,rin evnanti,on 
sou kai. i[na gnw/ o[ti lao,j 
sou to. e;qnoj to. me,ga tou/ 
to  14  kai. le,gei auvto.j 
proporeu,somai, sou kai. 
katapau,sw se  15  kai. le,gei 
pro.j auvto,n eiv mh. auvto.j su. 
poreu,h| mh, me avnaga,gh|j 
evnteu/qen  16  kai. pw/j 
gnwsto.n e;stai avlhqw/j o[ti 
eu[rhka ca,rin para. soi, evgw, 
te kai. o` lao,j sou avllV h` 
sumporeuome,nou sou meqV 
h`mw/n kai. evndoxasqh,somai 
evgw, te kai. ò lao,j sou para. 
pa,nta ta. e;qnh o[sa evpi. th/ 
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to Him, "If Your presence 
does not go with us, do 
not lead us up from here. 
16 For how then can it be 
known that I have found 
favor in Your sight, I and 
Your people? Is it not by 
Your going with us, so 
that we, I and Your 
people, may be distin-
guished from all the 
other people who are 
upon the face of the 
earth?" 17 The LORD 
said to Moses, "I will also 
do this thing of which you 
have spoken; for you 
have found favor in My 
sight and I have known 
you by name." 18 Then 
Moses said, "I pray You, 
show me Your glory!" 19 
And He said, "I Myself will 
make all My goodness 
pass before you, and will 
proclaim the name of the 
LORD before you; and I 
will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will 
show compassion on 
whom I will show com-
passion." 20 But He said, 
"You cannot see My face, 
for no man can see Me 
and live!" 21 Then the 
LORD said, "Behold, 
there is a place by Me, 
and you shall stand there 
on the rock; 22 and it will 
come about, while My 
glory is passing by, that I 
will put you in the cleft of 
the rock and cover you 
with My hand until I have 
passed by. 23 Then I will 
take My hand away and 
you shall see My back, 
but My face shall not be 
seen." 

In this way, we shall be 
distinct, I and your 
people, from every 
people on the face of the 
earth." 17 The Lord said 
to Moses, "I will do the 
very thing that you have 
asked; for you have 
found favor in my sight, 
and I know you by name." 
18 Moses said, "Show 
me your glory, I pray." 19 
And he said, "I will make 
all my goodness pass 
before you, and will pro-
claim before you the 
name, "The Lord'; and I 
will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I 
will show mercy. 20 But," 
he said, "you cannot see 
my face; for no one shall 
see me and live." 21 And 
the Lord continued, "See, 
there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on 
the rock; 22 and while my 
glory passes by I will put 
you in a cleft of the rock, 
and I will cover you with 
my hand until I have 
passed by; 23 then I will 
take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back; 
but my face shall not be 
seen." 

people and I have found 
favor with you? How else 
will they know we are 
special and distinct from 
all other people on the 
earth?" 17 And the LORD 
replied to Moses, "I will 
indeed do what you have 
asked, for you have 
found favor with me, and 
you are my friend." 18 
Then Moses had one 
more request. "Please let 
me see your glorious 
presence," he said. 19 
The LORD replied, "I will 
make all my goodness 
pass before you, and I 
will call out my name, 'the 
LORD,' to you. I will show 
kindness to anyone I 
choose, and I will show 
mercy to anyone I 
choose. 20 But you may 
not look directly at my 
face, for no one may see 
me and live." 21 The 
LORD continued, "Stand 
here on this rock beside 
me. 22 As my glorious 
presence passes by, I will 
put you in the cleft of the 
rock and cover you with 
my hand until I have 
passed. 23 Then I will 
remove my hand, and 
you will see me from be-
hind. But my face will not 
be seen." 

j gh/j evstin  17  kai. ei=pen 
ku,rioj pro.j Mwush/n kai. 
tou/to,n soi to.n lo,gon o]n 
ei;rhkaj poih,sw eu[rhkaj 
ga.r ca,rin evnw,pio,n mou kai. 
oi=da, se para. pa,ntaj  18 
kai. le,gei dei/xo,n moi th.n 
seautou/ do,xan  19  kai. ei=pen 
evgw. pareleu,somai pro,tero,j 
sou th/| do,xh| mou kai. kale,sw 
evpi. tw/| ovno,mati, mou ku,rioj 
evnanti,on sou kai. evleh,sw 
o]n a`n evlew/ kai. oivktirh,sw 
o]n àn oivkti,rw  20  kai. ei=pen 
ouv dunh,sh| ivdei/n mou to. 
pro,swpon ouv ga.r mh. i;dh| 
a;nqrwpoj to. pro,swpo,n mou 
kai. zh,setai  21  kai. ei=pen 
ku,rioj ivdou. to,poj parV 
evmoi, sth,sh| evpi. th/j pe,traj 
22  h̀ni,ka dV àn pare,lqh| mou 
h` do,xa kai. qh,sw se eivj 
ovph.n th/j pe,traj kai. 
skepa,sw th/| ceiri, mou evpi. 
se, e[wj a`n pare,lqw  23  kai. 
avfelw/ th.n cei/ra kai. to,te 
o;yh| ta. ovpi,sw mou to. de. 
pro ,swpo ,n mou ou v k 
ovfqh,setai, soi 
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Exodus 33:1-23 

  hT’äa; hZ<ëmi hleä[] %lEå ‘hv,mo-la, hw”Ühy> rBe’d:y>w:  WTT Exodus 33:1 

 yTi[.B;v.nIû rv<åa] #r<a’ªh’-la, ~yIr”+c.mi #r<a,äme t’yliÞ[/h,¥ rv<ïa] ~[‘êh’w> 
‘hN”n<)T.a, ß̂[]r>z:l. rmoêale ‘bqo[]y:l.W¥ qx’Ûc.yIl. ~h’’r”b.a;l. 

 ‘yTixih;(w> yrIêmoa/h’( ‘ynI[]n:K.h;(-ta, yTiªv.r;gE)w> %a”+l.m; ^yn<ßp’l. yTiîx.l;v’w> 2 
‘ysi(Wby>h;w> yWIßxih; yZIërIP.h;w> 

 yKiÛ ª̂B.r>qiB. hl,ø[/a,( al{’ •yKi vb’_d>W bl’Þx’ tb;îz” #r<a,²-la, 3 
‘%r<D”(B; ̂ ßl.k,a]-!P, hT’a;ê ‘@r<[o’-hveq.-~[; 

 vyaiî Wtv’²-al{w> WlB’_a;t.YIw: hZ<ßh; [r”²h’ rb”ïD”h;-ta, ~[‘ªh’ [m;äv.YIw: 4 
‘wyl’([‘ Ayàd>[, 

 ~T,äa; ‘laer”f.yI-ynE)B.-la, rmoÝa/ hv,ªmo-la, hw”÷hy> rm,aYO”w: 5 
 hT’ª[;w> ^yti_yLikiw> ß̂B.r>qib. hl,î[/a,¥ dx’²a, [g:r<ô @r<[oê-hveq.-~[; 

‘%L”)-hf,[/a,( hm’î h[‘Þd>aew> ^yl,ê[‘me( ‘̂ y>d>[, drEÛAh 
‘brE(Ax rh:ïme ~y”ßd>[,-ta, lae²r”f.yI-ynE)b. WlôC.n:t.YI)w: 6 

 ‘qxer>h; hn<©x]M;l;( #Wxåmi ŸAlå-hj’n”)w> lh,aoøh’-ta, xQ;’yI •hv,moW 7 

 hw”ëhy> vQEåb;m.-lK’ ‘hy”h’w> d[e_Am lh,aoå Alß ar”q”ïw> hn<ëx]M;h;(-!mi 
‘hn<)x]M;l;( #Wxïmi rv<ßa] d[eêAm lh,aoå-la, ‘aceyE 

 vyaiÞ WbêC.nI”w> ~[‘êh’-lK’ ‘WmWq’y” lh,aoêh’-la, ‘hv,mo taceÛK. hy”©h’w> 8 
‘hl’h/ao)h’ AaßBo-d[; hv,êmo yrEäx]a; ‘WjyBi’hiw> Al=h\a’ xt;P,ä 

 xt;P,ä dm;Þ[‘w> !n”ë[‘h,( dWMå[; ‘drEyE hl’h/aoêh’ ‘hv,mo aboÜK. hy”©h’w> 9 
‘hv,(mo-~[i rB<ßdIw> lh,ao+h’ 

 ~q”Üw> lh,ao+h’ xt;P,ä dmeÞ[o !n”ë[‘h,( dWMå[;-ta, ‘~[‘h’-lk’ ha’Ûr”w> 10 

‘Al*h\a’ xt;P,î vyaiÞ WWëx]T;v.hi(w> ‘~[‘h’-lK’ 
 vyaiÞ rBEïd:y> rv<±a]K; ~ynIëP’-la, ~ynIåP’ ‘hv,mo-la, hw”Ühy> rB,’dIw> 11 

 al{ï r[;n:ë ‘!Wn-!Bi [;vuÛAhy> Atør>v’’m.W hn<ëx]M;h;(-la, ‘bv’w> Wh[e_rE-la, 
s ‘lh,ao)h’ %ATïmi vymiÞy” 

 l[;h;… ‘yl;ae rmEÜao hT’úa; haer>û hw”©hy>-la, hv,ømo rm,aYO”w: 12 

 yMi_[i xl;Þv.Ti-rv,a] taeî ynIT;ê[.d:Ah) al{å ‘hT’a;w> hZ<ëh; ~[‘äh’-ta, 
‘yn”)y[eB. !xEß t’ac’îm’-~g:w> ~veêb. )̂yTiä[.d:y> ‘T’r>m;’a’ hT’Ûa;w> 

 ^k,êr”D>-ta, ‘an” ynI[EÜdIAh ^yn<©y[eB. !xeø ytiac’’m’ •an”-~ai hT’‡[;w> 13 

‘hZ<)h; yAGðh; ß̂M.[; yKiî hae§r>W ^yn<+y[eB. !xEß-ac’m.a, ![;m;îl. ê̂[]d”äaew> 
‘%l”) ytixoïnIh]w: WkleÞyE yn:ïP’ rm:+aYOw: 14 
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‘hZ<)mi WnleÞ[]T;-la;( ~ykiêl.ho ‘̂ yn<’P’ !yaeÛ-~ai wyl’_ae rm,aYOàw: 15 

 ^M,ê[;w> ynIåa] ‘̂ yn<’y[eB. !xEÜ ytiac’’m’-yKi( aApªae [d:äW”yI ŸhM,äb;W 16 

 rv<ßa] ~[‘êh’-lK’’mi ê̂M.[;w> ynIåa] ‘Wnyle’p.nIw> WnM’_[i å̂T.k.l,B. aAlßh] 
p ‘hm’(d”a]h’ ynEïP.-l[; 

 T’r>B:ßDI rv<ïa] hZ<±h; rb”ïD”h;-ta, ~G:å hv,êmo-la, ‘hw”hy> rm,aYOÝw: 17 

‘~ve(B. ß̂[]d”aew” yn:ëy[eB. ‘!xe t’ac’Ûm’-yKi( hf,_[/a,( 
‘̂ d<)boK.-ta, an”ß ynIaEïr>h; rm:+aYOw: 18 

 hw”ßhy> ~ve²b. yti(ar”óq’w> ^yn<ëP’-l[; ‘ybiWj-lK’ rybiÛ[]a; ynI”a] rm,aYO©w: 19 

‘~xe(r:a] rv<ïa]-ta, yTiÞm.x;rIw> !xoêa’ rv<åa]-ta, ‘ytiNOx;w> ^yn<+p’l. 
‘yx’(w” ~d”Þa’h’ ynIa:ïr>yI-al{) yKi² yn”+P’-ta, taoår>li lk;ÞWt al{ï rm,aYOẅ: 20 

‘rWC)h;-l[; T’Þb.C;nIw> yTi_ai ~Aqßm’ hNEïhi hw”ëhy> rm,aYOæw: 21 

 yPi²k; ytiîKof;w> rWC+h; tr:äq.nIB. ^yTiÞm.f;w> ydIêboK. rboæ[]B; ‘hy”h’w> 22 

‘yrI)b.[‘-d[; ̂ yl,Þ[‘ 
s ‘Wa)r”yE al{ï yn:ßp’W yr”_xoa]-ta, t’yaiÞr”w> yPiêK;-ta, ‘ytirosih]w: 23 
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Moses and God Talking (vv. 12-23) 
A Teaching Aid 

Reader One (Moses) (vv. 12-13): 
See, you have said to me, "Bring up this people'; but you have not let me know whom you will 

send with me. Yet you have said, "I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.' 
Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in 
your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people. 

Reader Two (God) (v. 14): 
My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest. 

Reader One (Moses) (vv.15-16): 
If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have 

found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I 
and your people, from every people on the face of the earth. 

Reader Two (God) (v. 17): 
I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by 

name. 

Reader One (Moses) (v. 18): 
Show me your glory, I pray. 

Reader Two (God) (vv. 19-23): 
I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, "The Lord'; 

and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But, 
[I also say], you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live. [Furthermore], See, there is a 
place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of 
the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen. 
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