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This final character study on the life of Moses focuses on one of his farewell 
speeches to the children of Israel before Joshua led them across the Jordon 
River into the conquest of the land of Canaan. These speeches were given some-
where in the region of Moab on the east side of the Jordan River. Exactly where it 
is uncertain since the description given in Deut. 1:1-5 (see below text), as D.L. 
Christiansen  (Word Biblical Commentary) explains: 

In this introductory speech Moses is located “in the vicinity of the Jordan” (cf. also 
v 5); thus we are in a position to speak more directly of the meaning of the various 
place names mentioned. Though some of these terms appear as stopping points on 
the exodus trek, from Horeb (Mount Sinai) to Kadesh-barnea (cf. Num 10:12; 11:35; 
12:16; 13:3, 26; 33:17, 20), it is also possible to locate some of them in the vicinity of 
Mount Nebo in the Plains of Moab—Suph (Khirbet Sufe), Laban (Khirbet el-Libben), 
Hazeroth (“encampments”), and Dizahab (ed-Dhebe)—as N. Lohfink has noted (see 
his “Lectures in Deuteronomy” [1968] 11–12; cf. M. Noth, Deuteronomistic History, 
108–9 n. 6). It seems best to see double entendre here, particularly as we turn our 
attention to the C elements in the outline of 1:1–6a, elements that focus on the matter 
of time. The setting of Moses expounding the Torah is clearly at the end of the wilderness 
era in the land of Moab, after the defeat of the two Amorite kings in the Jordan Valley 
(v 4). But this verse appears in the context of a march of eleven days from Horeb to 
Kadesh-barnea, which may refer to some cultic pilgrimage in early Israel (see Y. Aharoni 
and M. Avi-Yonah, The Macmillan Bible Atlas [New York: Macmillan, 1977] 17, map 
10). The events at the end of the journey through the wilderness are connected with 
those at the beginning of that era. 

The circle that I’ve drawn on the map is about as close as one can claim. But as 
farewell speeches we see what ancient Israelites considered to be the last words 
of one of their greatest leaders. Thus what Moses said to them takes on additional 
importance both to later generations of Israelites, and then to Christians who lay 
spiritual claim to Moses. 

The name “Deuteronomy” is taken from the Septuagint, rather than from the Hebrew text, as Barry 
Bandstra (Reading the Old Testament) describes: 

Deuteronomy gets its name from Deuteronomy 17:18, which states that the king was to receive a "copy of the 
Torah" to guide him. This was mistakenly translated "a second law" in the Septuagint (deuteronomion in Greek). 
Deuteronomy is not a "second law" but a retelling and reapplication of the law given at Mount Sinai. The Hebrew 
name for the book is devarim, or "words," taken from the first phrase of the book, "These are the words that 
Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan." 
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I. Context 
As we have noted repeatedly over these Bible studies, awareness of the background issues is very 

helpful and important. Sometimes aspects of that are very difficult to determine. This does not in any way 
diminish the importance of probing these topics. To the contrary, it makes them more important, since 
through such work we become aware of some of the uncertainties and difficulties. Such awareness helps 
avoid dogmatic claims that have little or no foundation. And it alerts us the readers to “read with a grain of 
salt” those commentators who make such dogmatic claims. All to often, as the old cliche goes, “Where 
angels fear to tread, men rush in.” This is certainly the case with the origins of the book of Deuteronomy. 

ing books and provides the conclusion to the life of 
Moses. Deuteronomy also differs from the preceding 
four books of the Pentateuch in that it is not so much 
an account of events as it is a collection of Moses' 
sermons to the Israelites just before they entered the 
Promised Land. It has a style quite different from that 
of the preceding books. Most of it is addressed di-
rectly to the Israelites. 

Deuteronomy contains traditions that can be traced 
all the way back to Israel's tribal origins. Levites living 
in the north are the ones who shaped the material and 
preserved it. It has certain affinities with the Elohist 
source. Details of the style and theology of Deuter-
onomy are dealt with in chapter 5. It is not crucial at 
this point to go into detail because, unlike the other 
sources, we do not have to know about Deuteronomy 
in order to identify the sources of Genesis through 
Numbers. 
Internal History. 

The historical setting of our passage is set 
at the beginning of Deuteronomy in 1:1-5: 

1 These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel 
beyond the Jordan—in the wilderness, on the plain 
opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, 
Hazeroth, and Di-zahab. 2 (By the way of Mount Seir 
it takes eleven days to reach Kadesh-barnea from 
Horeb.) 3 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the 
eleventh month, Moses spoke to the Israelites just as 
the Lord had commanded him to speak to them. 4 
This was after he had defeated King Sihon of the 
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, and King Og of 
Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei. 5 Be-
yond the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses under-
took to expound this law as follows:... 

 a. Historical 
External History. The compositional history 

of Deuteronomy is widely debated among modern 
scholars. Few scholars today will assume that the 
final shaping of the contents of the book go all the 
way back to Moses. Such a view becomes very un-
likely with the description -- from a third person nar-
rational perspective -- of Moses’ death in chapter thirty 
four. The central issue of the discussion becomes 
when this material began to be put together in the 
form that we now have. The reforms of  King Josiah 
in 622 BCE (2 Kings 22-23) become a division point 
for much of this discussion. The “scroll of the Torah” 
(2 Kings 22:8) is often understood to be an early 
form of Deuteronomy. Most likely revisions took 
place afterwards. It is important to note that this “scroll 
of the Law” was most likely circulated as an inde-
pendent document for a long time before being at-
tached to the other four “books of Moses” to form 
the Pentateuch, the five books of Moses. Probably 
this took place during the exile or post-exile period 
by the priestly editors of the Torah, some 200 years 
after Josiah. 

Barry Bandstra (Reading the Old Testament) has 
a helpful summation of this history: 

The book of Deuteronomy follows the Yahwist, 
Elohist, and JE sources in composition order. It differs 
significantly in that it was not combined with those 
sources into a larger work. While the Yahwist, Elohist, 
and Priestly sources were combined together to cre-
ate Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, the book 
of Deuteronomy stands apart from these four books. It 
does, however, continue the story line of the preced-

 b. Literary 
Genre. 

The contents of Deuteronomy are well 
summarized by Gerhardt von Rad (Interpreters Dic-
tionary of the Bible, iPreach): 

Deuteronomy is a farewell address by Moses. Af-
ter an introduction (1:1-5), which endeavors to fix the 
time and the place of this great address, the first part 
begins in 1:6. Moses recapitulates the events between 

the departure from Sinai and the arrival in the land E of 
the Jordan (spies, defeat at Hormah, the conquering 
of Sihon of Heshbon and of Og of Bashan, the occupa-
tion of the whole territory E of the Jordan). Beginning 
with 4:1, the subject of the address changes: Moses 
admonishes obedience to the "statutes and the ordi-
nances." Titles are brought in once more in 4:44-49; 
and after a new beginning in 5:1, Moses relates the 
events on Sinai, especially how Israel was unable to 
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listen to the voice of Yahweh and how Moses received 
the revelation of Yahweh's will instead. Now, however, 
he passes on the message he received at that time 
(5:29-6:3). The great exhortation follows. It is an ur-
gent appeal for loyalty, for gratitude, and for obedience 
in view of the imminent settlement in Canaan and its 
dangers (6:4-11:32). Beginning with ch. 12, the form 
and the content of the address change: Moses turns 
to the communication of individual legal regulations. 
The long series of these transmittals begins with rules 
for worship (altar law, apostasy, unclean animals; chs. 
12-14). It continues with other legal prescriptions (the 
Year of Release, the bondage of debtors, feasts; 15:1 
- 16:17) and the regulation of the offices (judges, king, 
priests, prophets; 16:18-18:22). From ch. 19 on, no 
plan can be distinguished in the arrangement. Regula-
tions concerning cities of refuge, laws of war, state-
ments of family rights and of a general humanitarian 
nature, follow one another in indiscriminate succes-
sion (chs. 19-25). The series ends with a formula of 
commitment to the covenant (26:16-19). Ch. 27 breaks 
with the scheme somewhat, for it gives directions for 
the building of an altar on Mount Ebal and for a cer-
emonial of blessing and cursing between Mount Ebal 
and Mount Gerizim. The thread of ch. 26 is continued 
in the great proclamation of blessings and curses in 
chs. 28-30. Ch. 31 reports the appointment of Joshua 
and the writing down of "this law." Then follows the 
Song of Moses (ch. 32) and Moses' blessing of the 
people of Israel (ch. 33); in conclusion, ch. 34 gives an 
account of his death on Mount Nebo. 

Thus our passage is comprised to two types of 
speech material. Deut. 6:1-3 is a type of speech 
material that introduces larger sections of material. 
As such it is parallel to 4:44-49, which serves the 
same role. But 6:4-25 will continue as speech ma-
terial but with exhortation and admonition dominat-
ing. It is a part of the unit 6:4-11:32. 

Literary Setting. 
Norman Gottwald (Interpreter’s One Volume 

Commentary on the Bible, iPreach) calls attention 
to an important literary contextual issue: 

6:1-3. Another Intro. to the Laws. This is an intro. 
to the body of laws of chs. 12-26 similar to the one in 
4:44-49. The fact that the reader may move directly 
from these vss. to ch. 12 suggests that 5:1-6:3 ex-
isted at one time as an independent preface to chs. 
12-26, and consequently that 6:4-11:32 was later in-
serted in its present position because it begins with 
the imperative "Hear, O Israel!" while further develop-
ing certain topics not mentioned or only briefly referred 
to in earlier chs., esp. the ground and import of 
Yahweh's choice of Israel. 

Then, 6:4-11:32 should be understood as a unit: 
6:4-7:5. Love for and Obedience to Yahweh. The 

so-called Shema ("hear"), Hear, O Israel: The LORD 
our God is one LORD, is set in the context of an in-
junction to teach one's children love and obedience by 
inculcating the words of Yahweh regularly through 
working them into the routine of daily life. This section 
contains 2 statements (vss. 13, 16) quoted by Jesus 
in replying to Satan's temptations (Matt. 4:7, 10; Luke 
4:8, 12). The precise meaning of the Shema is debat-
able—in fact it may intentionally combine 2 meanings: 
(a) Yahweh is one, in contrast to the many Baals; (b) 
Yahweh is the only one for Israel, in contrast to other 
peoples who are permitted, even by Yahweh (see 
Intro.), to worship other real or imagined beings. 

The following enlargement of the Shema is struc-
tured by 3 "whens": (a) what Israel must do when the 
LORD your God brings you into the land (6:10), viz. 
renounce all connections with pagan worship; (b) what 
is to be said when your son asks the meaning of God's 
law (6:20; cf. the father son exchange in the passover 
service, Exod. 12:26-27); (c) the complete destruction 
of the Canaanites when ... the LORD your God gives 
them over to you (7:1-2; see below on 20:1-20), for 
only in this way can the future generations be kept 
faithful to Yahweh. 

A somewhat different view is given by D.L. 
Christensen (Word Biblical Commentary): 

These three verses function as a bridge, to 
conclude the larger section on the “Ten Words” (4:44– 
6:3) and to introduce the next major section (6:4– 
7:11), which contains what Jesus called the “first and 
greatest commandment,” to love God (Matt 22:37– 
38). 

In either understanding, 6:1-3 forms a transition 
either into 6:4-7:11 or into chapters 12-26 with 6:4- 
11:32 as inserted material to address questions 
about topics not covered previously. 

From another perspective, a possible outline of 
the contents of Deuteronomy provides a helpful 
overview (New Bible Commentary) from one 
commentator’s assessment: 

Outline of contents 
1:1–4:43 Moses’ first address 

1:1–5 Introduction to the book 
1:6–3:29 A retrospect and prologue 
4:1–40 Preaching God’s laws 
4:41–43 Cities of refuge 

4:44–28:68 Moses’ second address 
4:44–49 Introduction to the laws 
5:1–21 The Ten Commandments 
5:22–11:32 Basic exhortations 
12:1–26:15 Specific laws 
26:16–19 The covenant agreement 
27:1–26 Writing down the laws 
28:1–68 Blessings and curses 

29:1–30:20 Moses’ third address 
29:1–29 The covenant broken 
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30:1–20 The covenant renewed 
31:1–34:12 From Moses to Joshua 

31:1–8 Moses’ charge to Joshua 
31:9–13 Reading the law 
31:14–29 Israel’s unfaithfulness predicted 
31:30–32:43 Moses’ song and final exhortation 
32:44–52 Moses is prepared for his death 
33:1–29 Moses blesses the people 
34:1–12 The death of Moses 

 NOTE: outlines of a biblical document are going 

to vary from one commentator to another. One 
should never depend on a single commentator’s 
outline. Instead, the Bible student can usually get 
closer to the thought structure of the biblical text by 
comparing several outlines and noticing common 
text divisions across the outlines. Where patters of 
common units of material surface in this compari-
son, more likely you are getting closer to natural units 
of material in the original language biblical text. 

II. Message 
Literary structure. Internally, the thought flow of 6:1-25 is broken into at least three segments: 1) 

Introduction (vv. 1-3); 2) Shema (vv. 4-9); 3) Admonitions (vv. 10-25). This last segment may be further 
divided, but we will treat these together for the sake of clarity of outline. 

 a. Introduction, vv. 1-3 

LXX 
1 kai. au-tai aì evntolai. 

kai. ta. dikaiw,mata kai. ta. 
kri,mata o[sa evnetei,lato 
ku,rioj ò qeo.j h̀mw/n dida,xai 
u`ma/j poiei/n ou[twj evn th/| 
gh / |  ei v j  h ] n u `mei / j  
ei v sporeu , esqe e v kei /  
klhronomh/sai auvth,n  2  i[na 
fobh/sqe ku,rion to.n qeo.n 
u`mw/n fula,ssesqai pa,nta 
ta. dikaiw,mata auvtou/ kai. 
ta.j evntola.j auvtou/ o[saj 
e vgw . e vnte ,llomai , soi 
sh,meron su. kai. oi` ui`oi, 
sou kai. oi` ui`oi. tw/n ui`w/n 
sou pa,saj ta.j h`me,raj th/j 
zwh / j sou i [ na 
makrohmereu,shte  3  kai. 
a ;kouson Israhl kai . 
fu,laxai poiei/n o[pwj eu= 
soi h=| kai. i[na plhqunqh/te 
sfo,dra kaqa,per evla,lhsen 
ku,rioj ò qeo.j tw/n pate,rwn 
sou dou /nai , soi gh /n 
r`e,ousan ga,la kai. me,li 

NASB 
1 "Now this is the 

commandment, the stat-
utes and the judgments 
which the LORD your 
God has commanded 
me to teach you, that you 
might do them in the land 
where you are going over 
to possess it, 2 so that 
you and your son and 
your grandson might fear 
the LORD your God, to 
keep all His statutes and 
His commandments 
which I command you, all 
the days of your life, and 
that your days may be 
prolonged. 3 O Israel, 
you should listen and be 
careful to do it, that it may 
be well with you and that 
you may multiply greatly, 
just as the LORD, the 
God of your fathers, has 
promised you, in a land 
flowing with milk and 
honey. 

NRSV 
 1 Now this is the 

commandment—the 
statutes and the ordi-
nances—that the Lord 
your God charged me to 
teach you to observe in 
the land that you are 
about to cross into and 
occupy, 2 so that you 
and your children and 
your children's children 
may fear the Lord your 
God all the days of your 
life, and keep all his de-
crees and his command-
ments that I am com-
manding you, so that 
your days may be long. 
3 Hear therefore, O Is-
rael, and observe them 
diligently, so that it may 
go well with you, and so 
that you may multiply 
greatly in a land flowing 
with milk and honey, as 
the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, has promised 
you. 

NLT 
 1 "These are all the 

commands, laws, and 
regulations that the 
LORD your God told me 
to teach you so you may 
obey them in the land you 
are about to enter and 
occupy, 2 and so you and 
your children and grand-
children might fear the 
LORD your God as long 
as you live. If you obey all 
his laws and commands, 
you will enjoy a long life. 
3 Listen closely, Israel, to 
everything I say. Be care-
ful to obey. Then all will 
go well with you, and you 
will have many children in 
the land flowing with milk 
and honey, just as the 
LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, promised 
you. 

Notes: 
As was noted in the Literary Setting, 6:1-3 stands 

both as the climax of the preceding section, 4:44- 
6:3 (or less likely, 5:1-6:3). And also as an introduc-
tion (read “transition”) into 6:4-7:11 (or perhaps chaps 
12-26). Probably originally chaps. 12-26, but in sub-

sequent revision, to 6:4-7:11. 
The role of this introduction by way of its con-

tents is the bottom line issue. This must be com-
pared to the earlier passage, 4:44-49, for more ac-
curate understanding. Deut. 4:44-49 states: 
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44 This is the law that Moses set before the Israelites. 
45 These are the decrees and the statutes and ordi-
nances that Moses spoke to the Israelites when they 
had come out of Egypt, 46 beyond the Jordan in the 
valley opposite Beth-peor, in the land of King Sihon of 
the Amorites, who reigned at Heshbon, whom Moses 
and the Israelites defeated when they came out of 
Egypt. 47 They occupied his land and the land of King 
Og of Bashan, the two kings of the Amorites on the 
eastern side of the Jordan: 48 from Aroer, which is on 
the edge of the Wadi Arnon, as far as Mount Sirion 
(that is, Hermon), 49 together with all the Arabah on 
the east side of the Jordan as far as the Sea of the 
Arabah, under the slopes of Pisgah. 

Both intros declare that what follows is either “the 
commandment -- the statutes and the ordinances - 
-” (6:1) or “the law...the  decrees and the statutes 
and ordinances” (4:44). Both identify Moses as the 
channel of communicating these laws to the Israel-
ites. The introduction in 4:44-49 doesn’t contain the 
formula

the 
formula “Hear, O Israel...” as is found in 6:3, but soon 
after this intro in 4:44-49 comes this formula in 5:1 
where the discourse begins, “Hear, O Israel...” The 
first intro sets up a backward glance as the basis for 
the laws in 5:2-5, 

2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 
3 Not with our ancestors did the Lord make this cov-
enant, but with us, who are all of us here alive today. 4 
The Lord spoke with you face to face at the mountain, 
out of the fire. 5 (At that time I was standing between 
the Lord and you to declare to you the words F11 of 
the Lord; for you were afraid because of the fire and 
did not go up the mountain.) And he said:... 

This second intro in 6:1-3 looks forward to the fu-
ture: 

2 so that you and your children and your children's 
children may fear the Lord your God all the days of 
your life, and keep all his decrees and his command-
ments that I am commanding you, so that your days 
may be long. 
Moses’ words to the Israelites in 6:1-3 remind 

the people that God had made Moses responsible 
for teaching the people how to live pleasingly before 
God as they occupied the promised land. Even 
though Moses would not be allowed to lead them 
into that land, he was responsible to prepare them 
to make that entry. 

Two objectives (“so that...”) for that instruction 
are set forth: 

(1) “so that you and your children and your children's 
children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your 
life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that 
I am commanding you” (v. 2a). Here Moses sees far 
down the road to future generations. God’s people 

are to “fear” Him and out of that fear they are to obey 
Him. What did Moses mean by these words? A later 
text is the best commentary on the statement here 
(10:12-15): 

12 So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God 
require of you? Only to fear the Lord your God, to walk 
in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God and 
his decrees that I am commanding you today, for your 
own well-being. 14 Although heaven and the heaven of 
heavens belong to the Lord your God, the earth with 
all that is in it, 15 yet the Lord set his heart in love on 
your ancestors alone and chose you, their descen-
dants after them, out of all the peoples, as it is today. 

To fear God is to love and serve Him with “all your 
heart and with all your soul.” God has set His love on 
His covenant people, and they are to respond in kind 
with their unqualified devotion. 

(2) “so that your days may be long.” The second 
objective grows out of the first. The impact of such 
devotion will be a longer days. A comparison of this 
phrase elsewhere points toward a long duration of 
the Israelites in the land of promise. If the Israelites 
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wanted to be able to remain in the promised land, 
they must do what God told them to do. 

Deut. 6:3 repeats the admonition to obedience 
with the formula “Hear, O Israel.” Two more “so that” 
appear. 3) “so that it may go well with you.” Obedience 
was the key to an easy and productive time for the 
people as they entered the land. 4) “and so that you 
may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, 
as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.” 
Their ability to expand as a people was also predi-
cated on their obedience. If the Israelites wanted a 
homeland, and one that provided a good life for them, 
then faithfulness to the conditions as set forth in the 
code was essential. God had promised, but His 
promise wasn’t a blank check. The people had real 
obligations as well. 

With 6:1-3, two things are accomplished. First, 
the initial stating of God’s Law is completed. The 
section in 4:44-6:3 sets forth the essence of God’s 
Law, the Decalogue or Ten Commandments, which 
are set forth in 5:1-33. This is the core of the Torah. 
6:1-3 becomes the closing bracket on that section. 
Second, it also introduces the next section. The laws 
set forth subsequently, primarily in chapters 12-26, 
expand the foundation of the Decalogue into detailed 
applications regarding social, civil, criminal, and re-
ligious life. Note especially the beginning statement 
in 12:1: “These are the statutes and ordinances that you 
must diligently observe in the land that the Lord, the God 
of your ancestors, has given you to occupy all the days 
that you live on the earth.” Thus we see the intended 
connection between the Ten Commandments and 
the other laws in the Deuteronomic Code. 

What can we learn from these verses? Some 
possible things come to mind. First, we see the core 

obligation of fear and obedience in the 
Judeo-Christian religious tradition. The 
fear advocated here is a healthy fear, 
as 10:12-15, explain. Fear is respectful love and 
devotion. Obedience grows out of devotion to God. 
We’re not trying to achieve “brownie points” with God 
in obeying. We’re not seeking sufficient merits to 
guarantee Heaven after death. We just love God 
deeply and thus want to do His bidding with every 
ounce of commitment we can muster. 

Second, our religious heritage must be taught to 
our children. Passing down that heritage to our chil-
dren should be a major endeavor. In the next pas-
sage more details will be given on how to do that. 
But here the importance of that is stressed strongly. 
Several outcomes are set forth in the four “so that” 
clause promises. The general emphasis of these is 
spiritual health and welfare. In our day, young people 
in America “loose their faith” in large numbers after 
their teen years, according to a recent George Barna 
survey poll

George Barna 
survey poll. 

A new study by The Barna Group (Ventura, California) 
shows that despite strong levels of spiritual activity 
during the teen years, most twentysomethings disen-
gage from active participation in the Christian faith 
during their young adult years – and often beyond that. 
In total, six out of ten twentysomethings were involved 
in a church during their teen years, but have failed to 
translate that into active spirituality during their early 
adulthood. 

We must work hard to pass down a healthy spiritual 
tradition to our children. To be sure, they won’t al-
ways accept it, but the emphasis of Moses remains 
valid for us today. It is imperative that we as families 
and as churches seek to give the very best heritage 
possible to our children. 

 b. Shema, vv. 4-9 

LXX 
4kai .  tau / ta ta .  

dikaiw,mata kai. ta. kri,mata 
o[sa evnetei,lato ku,rioj toi/ 
j uìoi/j Israhl evn th/| evrh,mw| 
evxelqo,ntwn auvtw/n evk gh/j 
Aivgu,ptou a;koue Israhl 
ku,rioj ò qeo.j h̀mw/n ku,rioj 
ei-j evstin  5  kai. avgaph,seij 
ku,rion to.n qeo,n sou evx 
o[lhj th/j kardi,aj sou kai. 
evx o[lhj th/j yuch/j sou kai. 
evx o[lhj th/j duna,mew,j sou 
6  kai. e;stai ta. r̀h,mata tau/ 

NASB 
4 "Hear, O Israel! The 

LORD is our God, the 
LORD is one! 5 You shall 
love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with 
all your might. 6 These 
words, which I am com-
manding you today, shall 
be on your heart. 7 You 
shall teach them dili-
gently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when 

NRSV 
4 Hear, O Israel: The 

Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone. 5 You shall love the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all 
your might. 6 Keep these 
words that I am com-
manding you today in 
your heart. 7 Recite them 
to your children and talk 
about them when you are 
at home and when you 

NLT 
4 "Hear, O Israel! The 

LORD is our God, the 
LORD alone. 5 And you 
must love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your 
strength. 6 And you must 
commit yourselves 
wholeheartedly to these 
commands I am giving 
you today. 7 Repeat them 
again and again to your 
children. Talk about them 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Deuteronomy+12&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=de&NavGo=12&NavCurrentChapter=12
http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdateNarrow&BarnaUpdateID=245
http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdateNarrow&BarnaUpdateID=245
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ta o[sa evgw. evnte,llomai, soi 
sh,meron evn th/| kardi,a| sou 
kai. evn th/| yuch/| sou  7  kai. 
probiba,seij auvta. tou.j 
ui`ou,j sou kai. lalh,seij evn 
auvtoi/j kaqh,menoj evn oi;kw| 
kai. poreuo,menoj evn o`dw/| 
kai. koitazo,menoj kai. 
dianista,menoj  8  kai. 
avfa,yeij auvta. eivj shmei/on 
evpi. th/j ceiro,j sou kai. 
e ;stai avsa,leuton pro. 
ovfqalmw/n sou  9  kai. 
gra,yete auvta. evpi. ta.j flia.j 
tw/n oivkiw/n u`mw/n kai. tw/n 
pulw/n ùmw/n 

you sit in your house and 
when you walk by the way 
and when you lie down 
and when you rise up. 8 
You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand and 
they shall be as frontals 
on your forehead. 9 You 
shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house 
and on your gates. 

are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. 
8 Bind them as a sign on 
your hand, fix them as an 
emblem on your fore-
head, 9 and write them 
on the doorposts of your 
house and on your 
gates. 

when you are at home 
and when you are away 
on a journey, when you 
are lying down and when 
you are getting up again. 
8 Tie them to your hands 
as a reminder, and wear 
them on your forehead. 
9 Write them on the 
doorposts of your house 
and on your gates. 

Notes: 
These verses form the best known and most 

often quoted passage of the entire book of Deuter-
onomy. It is the Shema, the prayer of confession 
and commitment

prayer of confession 
and commitment that faithful Jews recite every sab-
batic service all over the world today. It begins the 
worship experience as a confession of faith in the 
acknowledgment of the existence of the one God. 
This practice of Jews extends back centuries into 
the Old Testament era. 

Two aspects are present here. First is the call to 
acknowledgment in verses four: “4 Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord is our God, the Lord alone.” The Israelites were 
called upon to do something rather strange in that 
world: to affirm than only one god exists. Monothe-
ism 

Monothe-
ism was not widespread. Rather, the belief in many 
gods and goddesses dominated that world, even for 
centuries after the beginning of Christianity. Just how 
strongly monotheism is set forth here 
is debated, as Christensen (WBC) 
notes: 

The six [Hebrew] words of v 4 have 
been translated in numerous ways, 
each of which may have a measure of 
truth in the poetic form of the present 
text: “Yahweh is our God, Yahweh is 
‘One’” (C. H. Gordon, JNES 29 [1970] 
198); “Our God is Yahweh, Yahweh 
alone!” (S. D. McBride, Int 27 [1973] 
274); and (translating the whole verse) 
“Obey, Israel, Yahweh. Yahweh our 
God is the Unique” (M. Dahood, RSP 
1:361). 

At minimal the idea of God’s exclusive 
existence is present by implication, but 
probably the implication is more di-

rectly intended. Gradually this text has become so 
understood, and stands as a foundation for such be-
lief among Christians and Jews today. 

Second is the admonition to obey and remem-
ber: “5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your might.6 Keep these 
words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7 
Recite them to your children and talk about them when 
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your 
hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9 and write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 
The second obligation is to obey this God whom we 
confess. This begins with loving Him uncondition-
ally (v. 5). The importance of this is seen for Chris-
tians in Jesus’ comment in Mk. 12:28-30: 

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them dis-
puting with one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well, he asked him, "Which 
commandment is the first of all?" 29 Jesus 
answered, "The first is, "Hear, O Israel: the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.' 
Jesus viewed this as the number one 
obligation for those who claimed God 
as their God. 

 Love is to be expressed in obedience 
to God’s laws. Where should we keep 
awareness of those laws? “In your 
heart” comes the first answer (v. 6). 
How do we know how to obey? For the 
Israelites it was to commit to memory 
the law of God and to create visual re-

http://www.jewfaq.org/prayer/shema.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shema_Yisrael
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minders of those laws. In a world where a 
full copy of the Law would only belong to 
the community, individual families had to 
adopt other ways of remembering the de-
tails of their law. Verses seven through nine 
spell out a variety of methods to use for not 
only remembering them, but also for teach-
ing children their contents. The people were 
to learn them by heart as the best way of 
remembering. They were also to use the 
visual aids on their bodies and homes as 
well. S.R. Driver (ICC) notes: 

The later Jews carried out the injunction in 
v. 8 by inscribing Ex. 13:1–10, 11–16 and 
Dt. 6:4–9, 11:13–21 on small scrolls of 
parchment, which were then enclosed in 
cases, with leathern thongs attached, and 
bound on the forehead and left arm, at the 
time when the Shema was recited. 

The ritual of the Mezuzah, of placing scrip-
ture quotes in small cases, is still widely practiced 
among religious Jewish people today. 

The danger of the visual aids aspect was and 
still is that the scripture quotes take on a certain 
magical power of their own. In treating them this way, 
one looses sight completely of the purpose for the 
visual aid usage in the passage here. This was to 
be a visual reminder of God’s will for the people. The 
spiritual value lay in doing what the verses said, not 
in just having them close by visually. I couldn’t tell 

you the number of homes that I have vis-
ited over the past half century as a 
preacher where the family would have an 
old family Bible dusted off and placed 
prominently on the living room coffee table 
so that the visiting preacher would be sure 
to notice it. Somehow that was to signal 
the family’s religious commitment. 
What do verses 6-9 have to do with us 

today? Several connections exist. First, it 
is important to confess God’s unique ex-
istence. God is the only true God and we 
need to acknowledge that. But, that ac-
knowledgment can’t stop with our lips. 
James 2:19 condemns such verbal ac-
knowledgment when one would appeal to 
reciting the Shema alone as the basis of 
salvation: “You believe that God is one; you 
do well. Even the demons believe—and shud-
der.” Second, confession must lead to lov-

ing devotion to God’s will. And third, we must know 
what God tells us to do, if we are going to obey Him 
in loving devotion. For we as Christians, the words 
of God become the Bible equally as the Law was for 
the Israelites. Obedience follows a clearly defined 
path, one that God has defined, not one that we de-
fine for ourselves. We must find time and the proper 
ways to study the Bible and grasp what it is saying 
to us about living and serving God. 

c. Admonitions, vv. 10-25 

LXX 
10  kai. e;stai o[tan 

eivsaga,gh| se ku,rioj o` qeo,j 
sou eivj th.n gh/n h]n w;mosen 
toi/j patra,sin sou tw/| 
Abraam kai. Isaak kai. 
Iakwb dou/nai, soi po,leij 
mega,laj kai. kala,j a]j ouvk 
wv|kodo,mhsaj  11  oivki,aj 
plh,reij pa,ntwn avgaqw/n a]j 
ouvk evne,plhsaj la,kkouj 
lelatomhme,nouj ou]j ouvk 
evxelato,mhsaj avmpelw/naj 
kai. evlaiw/naj ou]j ouv 
katefu,teusaj kai. fagw.n 
kai. evmplhsqei.j  12  pro,sece 
seautw/| mh. evpila,qh| kuri,ou 
tou /  qeou /  sou tou /  
evxagago,ntoj se evk gh/j 

NASB 
10 “Then it shall 

come about when the 
LORD your God brings 
you into the land which 
He swore to your fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob, to give you, great 
and splendid cities which 
you did not build, 11 and 
houses full of all good 
things which you did not 
fill, and hewn cisterns 
which you did not dig, 
vineyards and olive trees 
which you did not plant, 
and you eat and are sat-
isfied, 12 then watch 
yourself, that you do not 

NRSV 
10 When the Lord 

your God has brought 
you into the land that he 
swore to your ancestors, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give 
you—a land with fine, 
large cities that you did 
not build, 11 houses filled 
with all sorts of goods 
that you did not fill, hewn 
cisterns that you did not 
hew, vineyards and olive 
groves that you did not 
plant—and when you 
have eaten your fill, 12 
take care that you do not 
forget the Lord, who 

NLT 
10 "The LORD your 

God will soon bring you 
into the land he swore to 
give your ancestors 
Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob. It is a land filled with 
large, prosperous cities 
that you did not build. 11 
The houses will be richly 
stocked with goods you 
did not produce. You will 
draw water from cisterns 
you did not dig, and you 
will eat from vineyards 
and olive trees you did not 
plant. When you have 
eaten your fill in this land, 
12 be careful not to for-

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mezuzah
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Ai vgu ,ptou e v x  oi ; kou 
doulei,aj  13  ku,rion to.n 
qeo,n sou fobhqh,sh| kai. 
auvtw/| latreu,seij kai. pro.j 
auvto.n kollhqh,sh| kai. tw/| 
ovno,mati auvtou/ ovmh/|  14  ouv 
poreu,sesqe ovpi,sw qew/n 
e`te,rwn avpo. tw/n qew/n tw/n 
evqnw/n tw/n periku,klw| u‘mw/ 
n  15  o[ti qeo.j zhlwth.j 
ku,rioj o` qeo,j sou evn soi, 
mh. ovrgisqei.j qumwqh/ | 
ku,rioj o` qeo,j sou evn soi. 
kai. evxoleqreu,sh| se avpo. 
prosw,pou th/j gh/j  16  ouvk 
evkpeira,seij ku,rion to.n 
qeo ,n sou o ]n tro ,pon 
evxepeira,sasqe e vn tw/ | 
Peirasmw/| 

17  fula,sswn fula,xh| 
ta.j evntola.j kuri,ou tou/ 
qeou/ sou ta. martu,ria kai. 
ta .  dikaiw ,mata o [sa 
evnetei,lato, soi  18  kai. 
poih,seij to. avresto.n kai. 
to. kalo.n evnanti,on kuri,ou 
tou/ qeou/ u`mw/n i[na eu= soi 
ge,nhtai kai. eivse,lqh|j kai. 
klhronomh,sh|j th.n gh/n th.n 
avgaqh,n h]n w;mosen ku,rioj 
toi/j patra,sin u‘mw/n  19 
evkdiw/xai pa,ntaj tou.j 
evcqrou,j sou pro. prosw,pou 
sou kaqa. evla,lhsen 

20  kai. e;stai o[tan 
evrwth,sh| se o` ui`o,j sou 
au;rion le,gwn ti, evstin ta. 
martu ,ria kai .  ta .  
dikaiw,mata kai. ta. kri,mata 
o[sa evnetei,lato ku,rioj o` 
qeo.j h`mw/n h`mi/n  21  kai. 
evrei/j tw/| ui`w/| sou oivke,tai 
h=men tw/| Faraw evn gh/| 
Aivgu,ptw| kai. evxh,gagen h̀ma/ 
j ku,rioj evkei/qen evn ceiri. 
krataia/| kai. evn braci,oni 
u`yhlw/|  22  kai. e;dwken 
ku,rioj shmei/a kai. te,rata 
mega,la kai. ponhra. evn 
Aivgu,ptw| evn Faraw kai. evn 
tw/| oi;kw| auvtou/ evnw,pion 

forget the LORD who 
brought you from the 
land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 13 You 
shall fear only the LORD 
your God; and you shall 
worship Him and swear 
by His name. 14 You 
shall not follow other 
gods, any of the gods of 
the peoples who sur-
round you, 15 for the 
LORD your God in the 
midst of you is a jealous 
God; otherwise the anger 
of the LORD your God 
will be kindled against 
you, and He will wipe you 
off the face of the earth. 
16 You shall not put the 
LORD your God to the 
test, as you tested Him 
at Massah. 

17 “You should dili-
gently keep the com-
mandments of the 
LORD your God, and His 
testimonies and His stat-
utes which He has com-
manded you. 18 You shall 
do what is right and good 
in the sight of the LORD, 
that it may be well with 
you and that you may go 
in and possess the good 
land which the LORD 
swore to give your fa-
thers, 19 by driving out all 
your enemies from be-
fore you, as the LORD 
has spoken. 

20 When your son 
asks you in time to come, 
saying, 'What do the tes-
timonies and the statutes 
and the judgments mean 
which the LORD our God 
commanded you?' 21 
then you shall say to your 
son, 'We were slaves to 
Pharaoh in Egypt, and 
the LORD brought us 

brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 13 The 
Lord your God you shall 
fear; him you shall serve, 
and by his name alone 
you shall swear. 14 Do 
not follow other gods, any 
of the gods of the 
peoples who are all 
around you, 15 because 
the Lord your God, who 
is present with you, is a 
jealous God. The anger 
of the Lord your God 
would be kindled against 
you and he would de-
stroy you from the face 
of the earth. 16 Do not put 
the Lord your God to the 
test, as you tested him at 
Massah. 

17 You must dili-
gently keep the com-
mandments of the Lord 
your God, and his de-
crees, and his statutes 
that he has commanded 
you. 18 Do what is right 
and good in the sight of 
the Lord, so that it may 
go well with you, and so 
that you may go in and 
occupy the good land 
that the Lord swore to 
your ancestors to give 
you, 19 thrusting out all 
your enemies from be-
fore you, as the Lord has 
promised. 

20 When your chil-
dren ask you in time to 
come, "What is the 
meaning of the decrees 
and the statutes and the 
ordinances that the Lord 
our God has com-
manded you?" 21 then 
you shall say to your chil-
dren, "We were 
Pharaoh's slaves in 
Egypt, but the Lord 

get the LORD, who res-
cued you from slavery in 
the land of Egypt. 13 You 
must fear the LORD your 
God and serve him. 
When you take an oath, 
you must use only his 
name. 14 "You must not 
worship any of the gods 
of neighboring nations, 
15 for the LORD your 
God, who lives among 
you, is a jealous God. 
His anger will flare up 
against you and wipe you 
from the face of the earth. 
16 Do not test the LORD 
your God as you did 
when you complained at 
Massah. 

17 You must dili-
gently obey the com-
mands of the LORD your 
God – all the stipulations 
and laws he has given 
you. 18 Do what is right 
and good in the LORD's 
sight, so all will go well 
with you. Then you will 
enter and occupy the 
good land that the LORD 
solemnly promised to 
give your ancestors. 19 
You will drive out all the 
enemies living in your 
and, just as the LORD 
said you would. 

20 "In the future your 
children will ask you, 
'What is the meaning of 
these stipulations, laws, 
and regulations that the 
LORD our God has given 
us?' 21 Then you must 
tell them, 'We were 
Pharaoh's slaves in 
Egypt, but the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt 
with amazing power. 22 
Before our eyes the 
LORD did miraculous 
signs and wonders, deal-
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h̀mw/n  23  kai. h̀ma/j evxh,gagen 
evkei/qen i[na eivsaga,gh| h`ma/ 
j dou/nai h`mi/n th.n gh/n 
tau,thn h]n w;mosen dou/nai 
toi/j patra,sin h̀mw/n  24  kai. 
evnetei,lato h`mi/n ku,rioj 
poiei / n pa ,nta ta .  
dikaiw,mata tau/ta fobei/ 
sqai ku,rion to.n qeo.n h`mw/ 
n i[na eu= h=| h`mi/n pa,saj ta.j 
h`me,raj i[na zw/men w[sper 
kai. sh,meron  25  kai. 
evlehmosu,nh e;stai h̀mi/n eva.n 
fulassw,meqa poiei/n pa,saj 
ta . j e vntola .j tau ,taj 
evnanti,on kuri,ou tou/ qeou/ 
h`mw/n kaqa. evnetei,lato h`mi/ 
n ku,rioj 

from Egypt with a mighty 
hand. 22 'Moreover, the 
LORD showed great and 
distressing signs and 
wonders before our eyes 
against Egypt, Pharaoh 
and all his household; 23 
He brought us out from 
there in order to bring us 
in, to give us the land 
which He had sworn to 
our fathers.' 24 So the 
LORD commanded us 
to observe all these stat-
utes, to fear the LORD 
our God for our good al-
ways and for our survival, 
as it is today. 25 It will be 
righteousness for us if 
we are careful to ob-
serve all this command-
ment before the LORD 
our God, just as He com-
manded us. 

brought us out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand. 22 
The Lord displayed be-
fore our eyes great and 
awesome signs and 
wonders against Egypt, 
against Pharaoh and all 
his household. 23 He 
brought us out from there 
in order to bring us in, to 
give us the land that he 
promised on oath to our 
ancestors. 24 Then the 
Lord commanded us to 
observe all these stat-
utes, to fear the Lord our 
God, for our lasting good, 
so as to keep us alive, as 
is now the case. 25 If we 
diligently observe this 
entire commandment 
before the Lord our God, 
as he has commanded 
us, we will be in the right." 

ing terrifying blows 
against Egypt and Pha-
raoh and all his people. 
23 He brought us out of 
Egypt so he could give 
us this land he had sol-
emnly promised to give 
our ancestors. 24 And 
the LORD our God com-
manded us to obey all 
these laws and to fear 
him for our own prosper-
ity and well-being, as is 
now the case. 25 For we 
are righteous when we 
obey all the commands 
the LORD our God has 
given us.' 

Notes: 
These verses that follow the Shema essentially 

become a historically based reminder from Moses 
to the people to carefully do God’s will. The first, very 
long sentence, vv. 10-12, admonishes “take care that 
you do not forget the Lord.” This becomes relevant once 
the Israelites have entered the promised land (vv. 
10-11, “when....”). God doesn’t tolerate divided loy-
alty (vv. 13-15), and for the Israelites to split devotion 
to Him with other gods will bring swift and severe 
punishment. He insists on their undivided commit-
ment, and Moses warns (vv. 16-17) them against 
“testing God” at this point, like they did earlier at 
Massah (cf. Exod. 17:2-7). This was the incident 
where they angrily criticized Moses and God about 
lack of water. Putting God to this kind of test is seri-
ous offense, just as Jesus quoted Deut 6:16 in Matt. 
4:7

Matt. 
4:7 to rebuff the temptation of the Devil. Obedience 
to God’s Law was to be the key to successful con-
quest of the land of Canaan (vv. 18-19). 

The teachable moment to children was to be 
when the kids would ask about the meaning of the 
various laws in the code (vv. 20-25). This would pro-
vide the opportunity for parents to recite a quick his-
tory of the Exodus to their children (vv. 21-25). This 
didactic teaching approach with children has been 
incorporated into the Jewish celebration of the Pass-
over each year for hundreds and hundreds of years. 

The remainder of the section of 6:4-11:32 con-
tinues in a style and manner very similar to 6:10-25. 
A combination of reminder of the past, especially of 
the exodus, combines with generalized admonitions 
to love God and to keep His commandments. At 12:1 
the thrust changes over to a delineation of specific 
statues and ordinances that expand off the founda-
tion of the Decalogue. 

The connection of 6:10-25 to us? Mostly by way 
of example. Moses used how God worked in the 
exodus to admonish the Israelites to faithfulness in 
the present and in the future. The same principle 
should be at work in our lives. As we look back over 
how wonderfully God has blessed us, we should be 
motivated to faithfulness to Him now and tomorrow. 

Moses also warned the Israelites against “mess-
ing around” with God. Don’t treat Him like a vending 
machine. The Israelites successively tried this and 
faced severe punishment each time. It isn’t any dif-
ferent today. His punishments may not be as obvi-
ous now as then, but they are just as real and as 
certain. 

Finally, use every opportune moment to teach 
your children the precious religious heritage that God 
has given you. This is central to producing spiritually 
healthy children. . 
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http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Matt+4&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=jas&NavGo=2&NavCurrentChapter=2
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NASB 
1 "Now this is the 

commandment, the stat-
utes and the judgments 
which the LORD your 
God has commanded 
me to teach you, that you 
might do them in the land 
where you are going over 
to possess it, 2 so that 
you and your son and 
your grandson might fear 
the LORD your God, to 
keep all His statutes and 
His commandments 
which I command you, all 
the days of your life, and 
that your days may be 
prolonged. 3 O Israel, 
you should listen and be 
careful to do it, that it may 
be well with you and that 
you may multiply greatly, 
just as the LORD, the 
God of your fathers, has 
promised you, in a land 
flowing with milk and 
honey. 

4 "Hear, O Israel! The 
LORD is our God, the 
LORD is one! 5 You shall 
love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with 
all your might. 6 These 
words, which I am com-
manding you today, shall 
be on your heart. 7 You 
shall teach them dili-
gently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house and 
when you walk by the way 
and when you lie down 
and when you rise up. 8 
You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand and 
they shall be as frontals 
on your forehead. 9 You 
shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house 

NRSV 
 1 Now this is the 

commandment—the 
statutes and the ordi-
nances—that the Lord 
your God charged me to 
teach you to observe in 
the land that you are 
about to cross into and 
occupy, 2 so that you 
and your children and 
your children's children 
may fear the Lord your 
God all the days of your 
life, and keep all his de-
crees and his command-
ments that I am com-
manding you, so that 
your days may be long. 
3 Hear therefore, O Is-
rael, and observe them 
diligently, so that it may 
go well with you, and so 
that you may multiply 
greatly in a land flowing 
with milk and honey, as 
the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, has promised 
you. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone. 5 You shall love the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all 
your might. 6 Keep these 
words that I am com-
manding you today in 
your heart. 7 Recite them 
to your children and talk 
about them when you are 
at home and when you 
are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. 
8 Bind them as a sign on 
your hand, fix them as an 
emblem on your fore-
head, 9 and write them 
on the doorposts of your 
house and on your 
gates. 

NLT 
 1 "These are all the 

commands, laws, and 
regulations that the 
LORD your God told me 
to teach you so you may 
obey them in the land you 
are about to enter and 
occupy, 2 and so you and 
your children and grand-
children might fear the 
LORD your God as long 
as you live. If you obey all 
his laws and commands, 
you will enjoy a long life. 
3 Listen closely, Israel, to 
everything I say. Be care-
ful to obey. Then all will 
go well with you, and you 
will have many children in 
the land flowing with milk 
and honey, just as the 
LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, promised 
you. 

4 "Hear, O Israel! The 
LORD is our God, the 
LORD alone. 5 And you 
must love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your 
strength. 6 And you must 
commit yourselves 
wholeheartedly to these 
commands I am giving 
you today. 7 Repeat them 
again and again to your 
children. Talk about them 
when you are at home 
and when you are away 
on a journey, when you 
are lying down and when 
you are getting up again. 
8 Tie them to your hands 
as a reminder, and wear 
them on your forehead. 9 
Write them on the door-
posts of your house and 
on your gates. 

10 "The LORD your 
God will soon bring you 

LXX 
1 kai. au-tai aì evntolai. 

kai. ta. dikaiw,mata kai. ta. 
kri,mata o[sa evnetei,lato 
ku,rioj ò qeo.j h̀mw/n dida,xai 
u`ma/j poiei/n ou[twj evn th/| 
gh / |  ei v j  h ] n u `mei / j  
ei v sporeu , esqe e v kei /  
klhronomh/sai auvth,n  2  i[na 
fobh/sqe ku,rion to.n qeo.n 
u`mw/n fula,ssesqai pa,nta 
ta. dikaiw,mata auvtou/ kai. 
ta.j evntola.j auvtou/ o[saj 
e vgw. e vnte ,llomai , soi 
sh,meron su. kai. oi` ui`oi, 
sou kai. oi` ui`oi. tw/n ui`w/ 
n sou pa,saj ta.j h`me,raj 
th / j zwh / j sou i [ na 
makrohmereu,shte  3  kai. 
a ;kouson Israhl kai . 
fu,laxai poiei/n o[pwj eu= 
soi h=| kai. i[na plhqunqh/te 
sfo,dra kaqa,per evla,lhsen 
ku,rioj ò qeo.j tw/n pate,rwn 
sou dou /nai , soi gh/n 
r`e,ousan ga,la kai. me,li 

4kai .  tau / ta ta .  
dikaiw,mata kai. ta. kri,mata 
o[sa evnetei,lato ku,rioj toi/ 
j uìoi/j Israhl evn th/| evrh,mw| 
evxelqo,ntwn auvtw/n evk gh/j 
Aivgu,ptou a;koue Israhl 
ku,rioj ò qeo.j h̀mw/n ku,rioj 
ei-j evstin  5  kai. avgaph,seij 
ku,rion to.n qeo,n sou evx 
o[lhj th/j kardi,aj sou kai. 
evx o[lhj th/j yuch/j sou kai. 
evx o[lhj th/j duna,mew,j sou 
6  kai. e;stai ta. r̀h,mata tau/ 
ta o[sa evgw. evnte,llomai, soi 
sh,meron evn th/| kardi,a| sou 
kai. evn th/| yuch/| sou  7  kai. 
probiba,seij auvta. tou.j 
ui`ou,j sou kai. lalh,seij 
evn auvtoi/j kaqh,menoj evn 
oi;kw| kai. poreuo,menoj evn 
o`dw/| kai. koitazo,menoj kai. 
dianista,menoj  8  kai. 
avfa,yeij auvta. eivj shmei/on 
evpi. th/j ceiro,j sou kai. 
e;stai avsa,leuton pro. 
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and on your gates. 
10 “Then it shall 

come about when the 
LORD your God brings 
you into the land which 
He swore to your fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob, to give you, great 
and splendid cities which 
you did not build, 11 and 
houses full of all good 
things which you did not 
fill, and hewn cisterns 
which you did not dig, 
vineyards and olive trees 
which you did not plant, 
and you eat and are sat-
isfied, 12 then watch 
yourself, that you do not 
forget the LORD who 
brought you from the 
land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 13 You 
shall fear only the LORD 
your God; and you shall 
worship Him and swear 
by His name. 14 You 
shall not follow other 
gods, any of the gods of 
the peoples who sur-
round you, 15 for the 
LORD your God in the 
midst of you is a jealous 
God; otherwise the anger 
of the LORD your God 
will be kindled against 
you, and He will wipe you 
off the face of the earth. 
16 You shall not put the 
LORD your God to the 
test, as you tested Him 
at Massah. 

17 “You should dili-
gently keep the com-
mandments of the 
LORD your God, and His 
testimonies and His stat-
utes which He has com-
manded you. 18 You shall 
do what is right and good 
in the sight of the LORD, 

10 When the Lord 
your God has brought 
you into the land that he 
swore to your ancestors, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give 
you—a land with fine, 
large cities that you did 
not build, 11 houses filled 
with all sorts of goods 
that you did not fill, hewn 
cisterns that you did not 
hew, vineyards and olive 
groves that you did not 
plant—and when you 
have eaten your fill, 12 
take care that you do not 
forget the Lord, who 
brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 13 The 
Lord your God you shall 
fear; him you shall serve, 
and by his name alone 
you shall swear. 14 Do 
not follow other gods, any 
of the gods of the 
peoples who are all 
around you, 15 because 
the Lord your God, who 
is present with you, is a 
jealous God. The anger 
of the Lord your God 
would be kindled against 
you and he would de-
stroy you from the face 
of the earth. 16 Do not put 
the Lord your God to the 
test, as you tested him at 
Massah. 

17 You must dili-
gently keep the com-
mandments of the Lord 
your God, and his de-
crees, and his statutes 
that he has commanded 
you. 18 Do what is right 
and good in the sight of 
the Lord, so that it may 
go well with you, and so 
that you may go in and 

into the land he swore to 
give your ancestors 
Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob. It is a land filled with 
large, prosperous cities 
that you did not build. 11 
The houses will be richly 
stocked with goods you 
did not produce. You will 
draw water from cisterns 
you did not dig, and you 
will eat from vineyards 
and olive trees you did not 
plant. When you have 
eaten your fill in this land, 
12 be careful not to for-
get the LORD, who res-
cued you from slavery in 
the land of Egypt. 13 You 
must fear the LORD your 
God and serve him. 
When you take an oath, 
you must use only his 
name. 14 "You must not 
worship any of the gods 
of neighboring nations, 
15 for the LORD your 
God, who lives among 
you, is a jealous God. 
His anger will flare up 
against you and wipe you 
from the face of the earth. 
16 Do not test the LORD 
your God as you did 
when you complained at 
Massah. 

17 You must dili-
gently obey the com-
mands of the LORD your 
God – all the stipulations 
and laws he has given 
you. 18 Do what is right 
and good in the LORD's 
sight, so all will go well 
with you. Then you will 
enter and occupy the 
good land that the LORD 
solemnly promised to 
give your ancestors. 19 
You will drive out all the 
enemies living in your 

ovfqalmw/n sou  9  kai. 
gra,yete auvta. evpi. ta.j flia.j 
tw/n oivkiw/n u`mw/n kai. tw/n 
pulw/n ùmw/n 

10  kai. e;stai o[tan 
eivsaga,gh| se ku,rioj o` qeo,j 
sou eivj th.n gh/n h]n w;mosen 
toi/j patra,sin sou tw/| 
Abraam kai. Isaak kai. 
Iakwb dou/nai, soi po,leij 
mega,laj kai. kala,j a]j ouvk 
wv|kodo,mhsaj  11  oivki,aj 
plh,reij pa,ntwn avgaqw/n a]j 
ouvk evne,plhsaj la,kkouj 
lelatomhme,nouj ou]j ouvk 
evxelato,mhsaj avmpelw/naj 
kai. evlaiw/naj ou]j ouv 
katefu,teusaj kai. fagw.n 
kai. evmplhsqei.j  12  pro,sece 
seautw/| mh. evpila,qh| kuri,ou 
tou /  qeou /  sou tou /  
evxagago,ntoj se evk gh/j 
Ai vgu ,ptou e v x  oi ; kou 
doulei,aj  13  ku,rion to.n 
qeo,n sou fobhqh,sh| kai. 
auvtw/| latreu,seij kai. pro.j 
auvto.n kollhqh,sh| kai. tw/| 
ovno,mati auvtou/ ovmh/|  14  ouv 
poreu,sesqe ovpi,sw qew/n 
e`te,rwn avpo. tw/n qew/n tw/n 
evqnw/n tw/n periku,klw| u‘mw/ 
n  15  o[ti qeo.j zhlwth.j 
ku,rioj o` qeo,j sou evn soi, 
mh. ovrgisqei.j qumwqh/ | 
ku,rioj o` qeo,j sou evn soi. 
kai. evxoleqreu,sh| se avpo. 
prosw,pou th/j gh/j  16  ouvk 
evkpeira,seij ku,rion to.n 
qeo ,n sou o ]n tro ,pon 
evxepeira,sasqe e vn tw/ | 
Peirasmw/| 

17  fula,sswn fula,xh| 
ta.j evntola.j kuri,ou tou/ 
qeou/ sou ta. martu,ria kai. 
ta .  dikaiw ,mata o [sa 
evnetei,lato, soi  18  kai. 
poih,seij to. avresto.n kai. 
to. kalo.n evnanti,on kuri,ou 
tou/ qeou/ u`mw/n i[na eu= soi 
ge,nhtai kai. eivse,lqh|j kai. 
klhronomh,sh|j th.n gh/n th.n 
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that it may be well with 
you and that you may go 
in and possess the good 
land which the LORD 
swore to give your fa-
thers, 19 by driving out all 
your enemies from be-
fore you, as the LORD 
has spoken. 

20 When your son 
asks you in time to come, 
saying, 'What do the tes-
timonies and the statutes 
and the judgments mean 
which the LORD our God 
commanded you?' 21 
then you shall say to your 
son, 'We were slaves to 
Pharaoh in Egypt, and 
the LORD brought us 
from Egypt with a mighty 
hand. 22 'Moreover, the 
LORD showed great and 
distressing signs and 
wonders before our eyes 
against Egypt, Pharaoh 
and all his household; 23 
He brought us out from 
there in order to bring us 
in, to give us the land 
which He had sworn to 
our fathers.' 24 So the 
LORD commanded us 
to observe all these stat-
utes, to fear the LORD 
our God for our good al-
ways and for our survival, 
as it is today. 25 It will be 
righteousness for us if 
we are careful to ob-
serve all this command-
ment before the LORD 
our God, just as He com-
manded us. 

occupy the good land 
that the Lord swore to 
your ancestors to give 
you, 19 thrusting out all 
your enemies from be-
fore you, as the Lord has 
promised. 

20 When your chil-
dren ask you in time to 
come, "What is the 
meaning of the decrees 
and the statutes and the 
ordinances that the Lord 
our God has com-
manded you?" 21 then 
you shall say to your chil-
dren, "We were 
Pharaoh's slaves in 
Egypt, but the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand. 22 
The Lord displayed be-
fore our eyes great and 
awesome signs and 
wonders against Egypt, 
against Pharaoh and all 
his household. 23 He 
brought us out from there 
in order to bring us in, to 
give us the land that he 
promised on oath to our 
ancestors. 24 Then the 
Lord commanded us to 
observe all these stat-
utes, to fear the Lord our 
God, for our lasting good, 
so as to keep us alive, as 
is now the case. 25 If we 
diligently observe this 
entire commandment 
before the Lord our God, 
as he has commanded 
us, we will be in the right." 

land, just as the LORD 
said you would. 

20 "In the future your 
children will ask you, 
'What is the meaning of 
these stipulations, laws, 
and regulations that the 
LORD our God has given 
us?' 21 Then you must 
tell them, 'We were 
Pharaoh's slaves in 
Egypt, but the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt 
with amazing power. 22 
Before our eyes the 
LORD did miraculous 
signs and wonders, deal-
ing terrifying blows 
against Egypt and Pha-
raoh and all his people. 
23 He brought us out of 
Egypt so he could give 
us this land he had sol-
emnly promised to give 
our ancestors. 24 And 
the LORD our God com-
manded us to obey all 
these laws and to fear 
him for our own prosper-
ity and well-being, as is 
now the case. 25 For we 
are righteous when we 
obey all the commands 
the LORD our God has 
given us.' 

avgaqh,n h]n w;mosen ku,rioj 
toi/j patra,sin u‘mw/n  19 
evkdiw/xai pa,ntaj tou.j 
evcqrou,j sou pro. prosw,pou 
sou kaqa. evla,lhsen 

20  kai. e;stai o[tan 
evrwth,sh| se o` ui`o,j sou 
au;rion le,gwn ti, evstin ta. 
martu ,ria kai .  ta .  
dikaiw,mata kai. ta. kri,mata 
o[sa evnetei,lato ku,rioj o` 
qeo.j h`mw/n h`mi/n  21  kai. 
evrei/j tw/| ui`w/| sou oivke,tai 
h=men tw/| Faraw evn gh/| 
Aivgu,ptw| kai. evxh,gagen h̀ma/ 
j ku,rioj evkei/qen evn ceiri. 
krataia/| kai. evn braci,oni 
u`yhlw/|  22  kai. e;dwken 
ku,rioj shmei/a kai. te,rata 
mega,la kai. ponhra. evn 
Aivgu,ptw| evn Faraw kai. evn 
tw/| oi;kw| auvtou/ evnw,pion 
h̀mw/n  23  kai. h̀ma/j evxh,gagen 
evkei/qen i[na eivsaga,gh| h`ma/ 
j dou/nai h`mi/n th.n gh/n 
tau,thn h]n w;mosen dou/nai 
toi/j patra,sin h̀mw/n  24  kai. 
evnetei,lato h`mi/n ku,rioj 
poiei / n pa ,nta ta .  
dikaiw,mata tau/ta fobei/ 
sqai ku,rion to.n qeo.n h`mw/ 
n i[na eu= h=| h`mi/n pa,saj ta.j 
h`me,raj i[na zw/men w[sper 
kai. sh,meron  25  kai. 
evlehmosu,nh e;stai h̀mi/n eva.n 
fulassw,meqa poiei/n pa,saj 
ta . j e vntola .j tau ,taj 
evnanti,on kuri,ou tou/ qeou/ 
h̀mw/n kaqa. evnetei,lato h‘mi/ 
n ku,rioj 
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Deuteronomy 6:1-25 

  rv<ïa] ~yjiêP’v.Mih;w> ‘~yQixuh;( hw”©c.Mih; tazOæw>  WTT Deuteronomy 6:1 

 rv<ïa] #r<a’êB’ tAfå[]l; ~k,_t.a, dMeäl;l. ~k,Þyhel{a/ hw”ïhy> hW”±ci 
‘HT’(v.rIl. hM’v’Þ ~yrIïb.[o ~T,²a; 

 wyt’äQoxu-lK’-ta, rmov.liû ^yh,ªl{a/ hw”åhy>-ta, ar”øyTi ![;m;’l. 2 
 ymeäy> lKoß ê̂n>Bi-!b,W å̂n>biW ‘hT’a; è^W<c;m. ykiänOa’ rv<åa] éwyt’wOc.miW 

‘̂ ym,(y” !kUïrIa]y: ![;m;Þl.W ̂ yY<+x; 
 rv<ïa]w: ê̂l. bj;äyyI ‘rv,a] tAfê[]l; T’är>m;v’w> ‘laer”f.yI T”Ü[.m;v’w> 3 

 tb;îz” #r<a,² %l’ê ‘̂ yt,’boa] yheÛl{a/ hw”÷hy> rB,’DI •rv,a]K; dao+m. !WBßr>Ti 
p ‘vb’(d>W bl’Þx’ 

‘dx’(a, Ÿhw”ïhy> WnyheÞl{a/ hw”ïhy> lae_r”f.yI [m;Þv. 4 
 ß̂v.p.n:-lk’b.W ï̂b.b’l.-lk’B. ^yh,_l{a/ hw”åhy> taeÞ T’êb.h;a’äw> 5 

‘̂ d<)aom.-lk’b.W 
‘̂ b<)b’l.-l[; ~AYàh; ±̂W>c;m. ykiónOa’ rv,’a] hL,aeªh’ ~yrIåb’D>h; Wyùh’w> 6 
 å̂T.k.l,b.W ‘̂ t,’ybeB. Ü̂T.b.viB. ~B’_ T’Þr>B;dIw> ^yn<ëb’l. ~T’än>N:viw> 7 

‘̂ m<)Wqb.W ̂ ßB.k.v’b.W* %r<D<êb; 
‘̂ yn<)y[e !yBeî tpoßj’jol. Wyðh’w> ^d<+y”-l[; tAaßl. ~T’îr>v;q.W 8 

s ‘̂ yr<([‘v.biW ^t<ßyBe tzOðWzm.-l[; ~T’²b.t;k.W 9 

 [B;óv.nI rv,’a] #r<a’øh’-la, ^yh,ªl{a/ hw”åhy> Ÿ å̂a]ybiy> yKiî hy”ùh’w> 10 

 tl{ïdoG> ~yrI±[‘ %l”+ tt,l’ä bqoß[]y:l.W* qx’îc.yIl. ~h’²r”b.a;l. ^yt,²boa]l; 
‘t’ynI)b’-al{ rv<ïa] tboßjow> 

 ‘~ybiWcx] troÜboW èt’aLemi-al{ rv<åa] ébWj-lK’ ~yaiälem. ~yTiøb’’W 11 

 T”ßl.k;a’w> T’[.j’_n”-al{ rv<åa] ~ytiÞyzEw> ~ymiîr”K. T’b.c;êx’-al{ rv<åa] 
‘T’[.b’(f’w> 

 #r<a,îme ±̂a]yci(Ah rv<ôa] hw”+hy>-ta, xK;Þv.Ti-!P, ê̂l. rm,V’ähi 12 

‘~ydI(b’[] tyBeîmi ~yIr:ßc.mi 
‘[;be(V’Ti Amßv.biW dbo+[]t; Atåaow> ar”ÞyTi ^yh,²l{a/ hw”ôhy>-ta, 13 

 rv<ßa] ~yMiê[;h’( ‘yhel{a/me ~yrI+xea] ~yhiäl{a/ yrEÞx]a; !Wkêl.te( al{å 14 

‘~k,(yteAbybis. 
 hw”Ühy>-@a; hr<x/y<û-!P, ^B<+r>qiB. ^yh,Þl{a/ hw”ïhy> aN”±q; laeî yKiä 15 

s ‘hm’(d”a]h’ ynEïP. l[;Þme ê̂d>ymiäv.hiw> %B’ê ‘̂ yh,’l{a/ 
‘hS’(M;B; ~t,ÞySinI rv<ïa]K; ~k,_yhel{a/ hw”ßhy>-ta, WSên:t. al{å 16 
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 wyQ”ßxuw> wyt’îdo[ew> ~k,_yhel{a/ hw”åhy> twOàc.mi-ta, !Wrêm.v.Ti rAmæv’ 17 

‘%W”)ci rv<ïa] 
 t’ab’ªW %l’ê bj;yyIå ‘![;m;’l. hw”+hy> ynEåy[eB. bAJßh;w> rv”ïY”h; t’yfi²[‘w> 18 

‘̂ yt,(boa]l; hw”ßhy> [B;îv.nI-rv,a] hb’êJoh; #r<a’äh’-ta, ‘T’v.r;y”)w> 
s ‘hw”)hy> rB<ïDI rv<ßa]K; ^yn<+P’mi ^yb,Þy>ao-lK’-ta, @doðh]l; 19 

 ‘~yQixuh;(w> tdoª[eh’ hm’ä rmo=ale rx”ßm’ ±̂n>bi ï̂l.a’v.yI-yKi( 20 

‘~k,(t.a, WnyheÞl{a/ hw”ïhy> hW”±ci rv<ïa] ~yjiêP’v.Mih;w> 
 WnaeóyciAYw: ~yIr”+c.miB. h[oßr>p;l. WnyyIïh’ ~ydI²b’[] ê̂n>bil. T’är>m;a’w> 21 

‘hq”)z”x] dy”ïB. ~yIr:ßc.Mimi hw”±hy> 
 ~yIr:±c.miB. Ÿ~y[iór”w> ~yli’doG> ~ytip.moWû ttoåAa hw”³hy> !TEåYIw: 22 

‘WnynE)y[el. AtßyBe-lk’b.W h[oïr>p;B. 
 ‘Wnl’’ tt,l’Û Wnt’êao aybiäh’ ‘![;m;’l. ~V’_mi ayciäAh Wnt’ÞAaw> 23 

‘Wnyte(boa]l; [B;Þv.nI rv<ïa] #r<a’êh’-ta, 
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