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A copy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at http://cranfordville.com under Bible Studies in the Bible
Study Aids section. A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them
on and bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the
internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material.

Quick Links to the Study

|. Context Il. Message
a. Historical a. Dying with Christ, 2:20-23; 3:5-11
b. Literary b. Rising with Christ, 3:1-4; 3:12-17

In this final lesson under the series heading, “God with us: Ways to Keep Our Faith Strong,” in the
Smyth-Helwys Formations Sunday School series, the focus is on “Embracing New Life” in their study. In
order to accurately analyze the scripture pericope, Col 2:20-23 needs to be added to the scripture text, as
the section below on Literary Structure explains, and is highlighted in the Block Diagram of the Greek text,
found in the larger internet version of this study. A much more detailed treatment of this material will appear
later with the publication of my commentary on Colossians in the Smyth-Helwys Bible Commentary se-
ries.

For the apostle Paul, a major depiction of his spiritual experience was the metaphor of “dying and
rising” with Christ. From his Damascus Road Experience (Acts 9:1-19) onward, Paul realized that accept-
ability before God was based on being in union with Jesus Christ. Not on one’s personal spiritual achieve-
ments. The accomplishments of Christ in His sacrificial death and resurrection could be transferred to
sinful humankind through faith commitment to Christ. In this transfer the believer not only becomes righ-
teous before God, he/she also enters into a profound, mystical union with the living resurrected Christ by
a personal dying and rising, parallel to that of Christ. Essentially this entails a dying to self and this sinful
world. This is followed by a rising, the resurrection of new spiritual existence that is focused on the ways of
God as exemplified by the life that Christ lived while on earth. This dying and rising, however, occurs in the
same moment of faith commitment as “two sides of the same coin” of faith. Baptism signifies this commit-
ment in profound symbolic ways. But life-style and behavior are the areas where the depths of this faith
commitment surface in observable ways in the believer’s life. One’s spiritual compass now points un-
swerving toward Christ as the guiding light for living and serving. This scriptural passage zeros in on this
central emphasis of Christian experience.

. Context

The contextual background of our passage, 2:20-3:17, provides crucial understanding to the interpre-
tation of this passage in Colossians.
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a Historical

External History. The compositional history
of Paul’s Letter to the Colossians has traditional pa-
rameters that are sometimes modified by modern
studies. Undeniable is the close connection of Co-
lossians to Philemon and also to Ephesians. In the
Conclusio sections of both Colossians (4:7-15) and
Philemon (v. 23), the repetition of names of people
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Paul’s letter to the Ephesians to Ephesus for read-
ing to the congregation there and elsewhere (Eph.
6:21-22). Additionally, the domestic code parallel
passages between Colossians (3:18-4:1) and Eph-
esians (Eph. 5:22-6:9) link the two letters. Most likely
this took place as a part of the same trip by Tychius
to the region where Colossae and Ephesus were
located not too far apart from each other. Plus the
major trade route that ran westward through Colos-
sae terminated at Ephesus on the western coast of
the Roman province of Asia Minor.
The primary variablein

before Paul’s trip to Rome.

Much of modern scholarship is divided not only
over the place and date of composition inside the
view that Paul wrote these letters. Some are not
convinced that Paul had anything to do with their
composition. Instead, one or more of these three
documents were composed much later, after Paul’s
death, in his name in order to preserve a supposed
Pauline tradition about the Christian faith that had its
roots in the teachings of the apostle. Much of this
approach is highly speculative and is built on very
sparse information.
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The implication for dating is between the late 50s for
Caesarea and the early 60s for Rome.

These three letters are a part of a group of let-
ters traditionally labeled the Prison Letters of Paul.
The fourth letter in this group is Philippians. The ba-
sis for this label is that internal references in all four
documents indicate that Paul was in jail at the time
of the writing of each of them. Much more likely is
that Philippians was written while Paul was in Rome
awaiting trial before Nero. But much less data exists
to support the view that the other three were written
from Rome. Very likely they were composed earlier

dominate role in mfluencmg the thinking of the Chris-
tians at Colossae. Ancient historical data strongly
suggests a huge Jewish population in this region that
reached back several centuries. It also had achieved
considerable influence and power over society gen-
erally in the area of Colossae, Laodicea and Hier-
apolis. Tendencies toward mystical religious experi-
ence can be traced in certain segments of both the
Jewish presence as well in some of the non-Jewish
religious traditions in this same area. Thus the be-
lieving community, made up of both Jews and non-
Jews, would have had a natural tendency to gravi-
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tate toward understanding religion to highlight a re-
lationship with God and/or gods based on ritual ob-
servance of secretive rites and ceremonies that
could not be understood by people without such ex-
periences. These ceremonies were designed to both
connect to deity and to maintain that connection ex-
perientially. The non-Jdewish side would not have
linked patterns of moral conduct to such experi-
ences, although the Jewish side would have to a
certain extent. The influence of the Jewish Law most
likely played a role on this view point. But in mystical
experience, observance of the Law would have been
a secondary priority with highly charged emotional

encounter with God in ritual observance as the cen-
tral expression of devotion. The infiltration of either,
or of both, these ways of “doing religion” into Chris-
tianity presented substantial distortions of a faith

based commitment to the resurrected Christ.

Paul had learned about this influence, perhaps
from Epaphras, whom Paul describes as “one of
you” (Eradpdc 0 €€ vudv) in Col. 4:12. Thus the
letter to the Colossians was intended to probe au-
thentic Christian mystical experience. This appears
to be the apostle’s writing strategy in order to coun-
teract the distortions coming in from local influences.

b. Literary

Genre. The literary patterns found in 2:20-
3:17 revolve around a close linking of foundational
spiritual principle to moral demands. This is espe-
cially the case in the development of the dying/rising
imagery in 2:20 and 3:1. These (Greek first class
conditional protasa) “if’ clauses lay a spiritual prin-
ciple foundation for not only the main clause admo-
nitions connected directly to them, but also for the
larger sections. The dominate literary pattern of the
larger section of 2:20-3:17 is that of paraenesis. That
is, moral admonitions defining parameters of accept-
able behavior. The development of ethical standards
here is tightly linked to the spiritual experience of
union with Christ. Thus, proper behavior arises from
the inner spiritual relationship with Christ; not from
sets of rules being externally imposed. Paul thus
avoids the legalism of Jewish religious orientation,
and he counters the pagan mystical experience of
union with deity where ethical standards play little or
no role at all. Authentic Christian experience thus
charts a new course traveled by neither Judaism
nor paganism.

Literary Setting. The Body section of the letter
(1:13-4:9) mingles three types of material: personal
ministry descriptions; deep spiritual principles; and
paraenetical materials. Although one or more of
these elements dominate individual pericopes (e.g.,
personal ministry in 1:24-2:5), all three elements are
never separated out into unmixed focus where only
one element is the exclusive subject. Thus the con-
ceptual forward movement in the letter body is com-
parable to the strands of a rope where these strands
are woven together from beginning to end of the
“rope.” Sometimes we mostly see one or two of
these strands rather than all of them, but all three
are present in varying degrees. In 2:20-3:17, the last
two strands, spiritual principle and paraenesis, are
most visible, with paraenesis being the most domi-
nant. Unlike Paul’s letter to the Romans where these
three elements are separated out into very distinct
sections of the body proper of that document, Co-
lossians weaves them together in highlighting the
inseparable linkage of personal experience, spiritual
principle and behavioral demands.

Il. Message

Literary Structure. The literary pattern of these verses is relatively clear. The apostle made use of
parallel units of material built around the core structure of the first two sections. This can be charted as

follows:

“Since you have died with Christ...” (2:20-23)

El aneBavete ouv Xplot@® ...
\ “Therefore put to death...” (3:5-11)
Nekp®oote 0OV 0 HEAN T4 €Mt THG YAG,...

“Since you have been raised with Christ...” (3:1-4)

Et 0Ov cuvny£pinte 1@ XploTt®,.. o

“Therefore clothe yourselves...(3:12-17)
" 'Evd06060e OVV,...
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The core concept is the dying/rising with Christ motif (2:20-23 & 3:1-4). Implications of each are then
drawn following the same “dying/rising” sequence. Because of this structure we will consider the two pairs
of material in connection to one another.

a Dying with Christ, 2:20-23; 3:5-11

Greek NT 2:20-23

2:20 Ei anebavete
ovv XpLot@d And TdV
oTtolyel®v 10D KOGUOWD,
T og {BVTEC £V KOGU®
doyuarilecbe 2:21 Mn
dym unde yedvon unde
0iyng, 2:22 d €otlv
ndvta eig dBopav Tij
OTOYXPNOEL, KOTO TO
EVIOALOTO KOl
dtdoockaiiag TAOV
avbponwv, 2:23 dtvd
€071V AOYOV UEV £YOVTOL
codlag €v
€0elobpnokiq xol
TaneLvodpooLVN Kol
O0dELOLQ COUOTOC, OVK
€V TIUf TVl TPOg
TANGUOVTV THG 6apKOG.

Greek NT 3:5-11

NASB

2.20 If you have died
with Christ to the el-
ementary principles of
the world, why, as if you
were living in the world,
do you submit yourself
to decrees, such as, 21
"Do not handle, do not
taste, do not touch!" 22
(which all refer to things
destined to perish with
use)--in accordance
with the command-
ments and teachings of
men? 23 These are
matters which have, to
be sure, the appear-
ance of wisdom in self-
made religion and self-
abasement and severe
treatment of the body,
but are of no value
against fleshly indul-
gence.

NASB

NRSV

2.20 If with Christ you
died to the elemental
spirits of the universe,
why do you live as if you
still belonged to the
world? Why do you sub-
mit to regulations, 21
“Do not handle, Do not
taste, Do not touch"? 22
All these regulations re-
fer to things that perish
with use; they are sim-
ply human commands
and teachings. 23
These have indeed an
appearance of wisdom
in promoting self-im-
posed piety, humility,
and severe treatment of
the body, but they are of
no value in checking
self-indulgence.

NRSV

NLT

20 You have died with
Christ, and he has set
you free from the evil
powers of this world. So
why do you keep on fol-
lowing rules of the
world, such as, 21
"Don't handle, don't eat,
don't touch." 22 Such
rules are mere human
teaching about things
that are gone as soon
as we use them. 23
These rules may seem
wise because they re-
quire strong devotion,
humility, and severe
bodily discipline. But
they have no effect
when it comes to con-
quering a person's evil
thoughts and desires.

NLT

35 NekpdooTe ovv 10,
HEAN t0 eml TAG YA,
mopvelav akabapoioy
n600¢ EmLOuutoy KoKy,
Kot v TAeoveéiay, NTig
€011V e1d0mAolatpla, 3°6
oU a €pyetor N Opymn TV
00U €Ml TOVC VIOVG THG
dnedeiog. 37 &volc kol
VUETG TEPLETOTNOOTE
note, 01e €{Nte €v
tovtolg” 3°8 vuvl 8¢
ondBecbe kol VUELS TO
wavta, opynv, Buudv,
Kaktav, BAocoHnuiov,
oloypoAroylav €k 10D
OTOUOTOG VUMYV 379 un
YeVdecbe 1 AAANAOVG,
OTEKOVOAUEVOL TOV
TOAQLOV AVOP®OTOV GUV

5 Therefore consider
the members of your
earthly body as dead to
immorality, impurity, pas-
sion, evil desire, and
greed, which amounts to
idolatry. 6 For it is be-
cause of these things
that the wrath of God will
come upon the sons of
disobedience, 7 and in
them you also once
walked, when you were
living in them. 8 But now
you also, put them all
aside: anger, wrath, mal-
ice, slander, and abusive
speech from your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to
one another, since you
laid aside the old self with

5 Put to death, there-
fore, whatever in you is
earthly: fornication, im-
purity, passion, evil de-
sire, and greed (which is
idolatry). 6 On account
of these the wrath of God
is coming on those who
are disobedient. 7 These
are the ways you also
once followed, when you
were living that life. 8 But
now you must get rid of
all such things—anger,
wrath, malice, slander,
and abusive language
from your mouth. 9 Do
not lie to one another,
seeing that you have
stripped off the old self
with its practices 10 and

5 So put to death the sin-
ful, earthly things lurking
within you. Have nothing to
do with sexual sin, impurity,
lust, and shameful desires.
Don't be greedy for the good
things of this life, for that is
idolatry. 6 God's terrible an-
ger will come upon those
who do such things. 7 You
used to do them when your
life was still part of this
world. 8 But now is the time
to getrid of anger, rage, ma-
licious behavior, slander,
and dirty language. 9 Don't
lie to each other, for you
have stripped off your old
evil nature and all its wicked
deeds. 10 In its place you
have clothed yourselves
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t0i¢ npd&eoty 0VTOD
3-10 kol €vdéucduevot
TOV  VEOV  TOV

O VOKOLVOVUEVOV E£1¢
EMLYVOOLY KOT €1KOVO,
100 KTiloOVTOog 0VTOV,
3-11 0mov ovk €vi
“EAAnv kot ‘Tovdoiog,

TEPLTOUN Kal
axpofuortia, BapPopoc,
XxvOng, dovAog,

its evil practices, 10 and
have put on the new self
who is being renewed to
a true knowledge ac-
cording to the image of
the One who created him
-- 11 a renewal in which
there is no distinction be-
tween Greek and Jew,

circumcised and uncir-
cumcised, barbarian,

Scythian, slave and free-

have clothed yourselves
with the new self, which
is being renewed in

knowledge according to
the image of its creator.
11 In that renewal there
is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and

uncircumcised, barbar-
ian, Scythian, slave and
free; but Christ is all and
in all!

with a brand-new nature that
is continually being renewed
as you learn more and more
about Christ, who created
this new nature within you.
11 In this new life, it doesn't
matter if you are a Jew or a
Gentile, circumcised or un-
circumcised, barbaric, un-
civilized, slave, or free.
Christ is all that matters, and
he lives in all of us.

€levBepog, AAAG TA
TOVTO Kol €V T oLV
Xplotoc.

man, but Christ is all, and
inall.

Notes:

The first segment, 2:20-23, underscores the dy-
ing with Christ motif. The “if’ clause in which the
phrase occurs (2:20a) expands the idea in two di-
rections. The “death” assumed to have been experi-
enced by the Colossians (1st class conditional pro-
tasis with Aorist tense verb), is both a dying “with
Christ” (ocuv Xplot®) and a dying “from the elements of
the world” (amo 1@V otoyeilmv 100 kdopov). The first
segment identifies the believer’s spiritual death with
the physical death of Christ on the cross. Paul had
earlier framed this idea in Gal. 2:19b-20: “| have been
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but it is
Christ who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh |
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself forme.” (NRSV). Just as physical death means
separation from the physical world, spiritual death is
intended to bring about much of the same. The ex-
clusive way an individual can experience this authen-
tically is through spiritual union with the crucified
Christ. Christ placed his commitment to the Father’s
will above physical survival. The believer makes the
Father’s will his top priority as well. But this union is
much deeper than shared priorities. A mystical spiri-
tual union or bonding between Christ and the be-
liever occurs in the moment of faith surrender. The
presence of Christ through the Holy Spirit comes
about in the life of the believer.

The believer’s death is “from the elements of the
world.” This somewhat puzzling reference has a
variety of possible meanings. The most common
understandings are reflected in the above transla-
tions. Note the NASB: “the elementary principles of the
world.” Conversely, note the NRSV and the NLT: “the
elemental spirits of the universe” (NRSV) and “the evil
powers of this world” (NLT). Our modern interpretative
tendency is to force a choice among these very le-
gitimate meanings of the Greek phrase; translation

necessity pretty much forces this choice. In the four
uses of the term stoicheia (10 otolyeia) in Paul's

writings (Gal. 4:3, 9 and Col. 2:8, 20), the stoicheia
are a part of this evil world, and stand opposed to

Christ. In one’s pre-Christian experience, they en-
slave and rob one of the blessings of God. Ultimately
they are weak and beggarly (ta doBevi kot Tty

otolyeio) in comparison to Christ. The idea of a be-
liever returning to them after conversion is incon-
ceivable to Paul (Gal. 4:9). In Gal. 4, they are identi-
fied with “observing special days, and months, and sea-
sons, and years.“ In Col. 2:8,, the Colossians are

warned: “See to it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradi-
tion, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and
not according to Christ.” Human tradition is a synonym
for stoicheia. Paul saw in stoicheia aspects of this

evil world taking shape in religious expression con-
trary to Christ and His teachings. Additionally, ele-
ments of supernatural evil are associated with them
as well.

His piercing question to the believers at Colos-
sae was, Given your death to them and release from
their enslaving power, why would you even consider
moving back under their control? “Why do you live as
if you still belonged to the world? Why do you submit to
regulations, ‘Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch’?*
These questions point toward religious teachings that
seek acceptability before God through rigid rules and
regulations that perhaps grow out of Jewish inter-
pretation of the OT holiness code, in particular the
dietary code, but may also have roots in non-Jewish
religious traditions. Paul further characterizes them:
“22 All these regulations refer to things that perish with
use; they are simply human commands and teachings. 23
These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting
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self-imposed piety, humility, and severe treatment of the
body, but they are of no value in checking self-indulgence.”
(NRSV). This “self-help” religious orientation pro-
vided no spiritual resources for holy living. Being
based on “human tradition” rather than divine rev-
elation it focused on the externals rather than dealt
with the deep spiritual issues of sinfulness. The re-
sult: a religion of false piety that was worthless. It
looked good with its stress on severe self-restraint,

try)” [ropveiov axobapoiav Tdbog EntBuuioyv Koknv,
Ko Ty TAeove&ioy, fitig €otiv eldwloratpio]. These
focus on destructive attitudes and treatment of other
people. What is idolatry is not certain. It could be
just greed or the entire list of vices.

God'’s wrath will come on those practicing these
vices. The Colossians once lived this way. This lan-
guage points to a non-Jewish orientation of the initial
readers of this letter. But now in their Christian com-

but this was a deception.

Although the precise histori-
cal origin and a historical label
for these teachings continue to
elude Bible scholars, the essen-
tials of this tradition as defined
by 2:20-23 are clear. When
God’s ways are mysterious and
perhaps difficult to understand,
human ingenuity can devise a
counterfeit religion that is easier
to define and that impresses oth-
ers more readily. In Paul’s con-
tinued discussion, one comes
to understand that severe bodily
treatment replaces the strict
demand for holy behavior and
living. Thus “self-indulgence”
(TAnoopovny 6opkdg) NOW runs
rampant under the guise of be-
ing true piety to God.

The challenge to those who
are “dead with Christ” is instead
1o “Put to death, therefore, whatever
in you is earthly” (3:5-11). This
twisted version of Christianity
being taught at Colossae is
helpless to address the carnal
side of human existence. In fact,
it winds up promoting carnality.
But authentic participation in the
death of Christ becomes the
way to address this issue. The
mysterious spiritual union with
Christ in the death experience Iays t'He foun(']:r tion
for successfully saying no to the temptations of the
flesh.

The “therefore” (ovv) links 3:5-11 to 3:1-4, but
especially to 2:20-23. The ability to turn one’s back
on the pull of the carnal flesh grows out of this ‘dy-
ing/rising’ experience with Christ.

Paul lists some of these temptations: “fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idola-

mitment such vices can no
longer be tolerated.

But more expressions of the
flesh are listed in vv. 8-9: “8 But
now you must get rid of all such
things—anger, wrath, malice, slan-
der, and abusive language from your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the
old self with its practices” (NRSV).

“Put to death our earthly mem-
bers” (v. 5; Nekpwoate ta LN
T0 ML ThG YTic) how becomes
“you must get rid of all such things”
(v. 8; andBecbe kol Vel Ta
TANVTOL).

The language of getting un-
dressed / getting dressed sur-
faces in vv. 9b-11 as the depic-
tion of putting to death and be-
ing renewed. The dying/ rising
metaphor is now defined
through this new metaphor. The
use of the Greek Aorist tense
participles for this clothing
metaphor is significant. The
NRSV handles this complex
Greek structure well in its ex-
pression: “seeing that you have
stripped off the old self with its
practices and have clothed your-
selves with the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge ac-
cording to the image of its creator.”

: The structure points the getting
undressed / getting dressed experience back to the
moment of dying / rising with Christ. That is, the
moment of faith commitment to Christ, which is con-
version. The getting undressed side means that “dy-
ing with Christ” equals “stripping off the old self with
its practices.” The “old self with its practices” (v. 9b;
TOV TOAQLOV GvOp®TOV 6LV T0ig TPdEEcLY 00TOD) IS
“the earthly members” (v. 5; 1o uéin ta €t Tiig Y1ic). In
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the faith commitment, a commitment was made to
abandon the non-Christian way of living. This com-
mitment must be followed by stripping out of our lives
those things reflecting that old life style. But with the
clothing metaphor, the thought is carried a step

deeper. In conversion we not only abandoned that
life-style. We died to the carnal, fleshly nature that
the life-style was based on. How? By dying with

Christ! In this wonderfully mys-
terious union with Christ on the
cross a profound death took

place. It reached to the very

core of our being. Now Paul’s

admonitions of “putting to

death” and “getting rid of” push
us to live out daily the death we
experienced in conversion.

The positive side of the
clothing metaphor, getting
dressed, surfaces invv. 10-11,
and stands as a transition into
the final section of our passage,
3:12-17: “10 and have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which
is being renewed in knowledge ac-
cording to the image of its creator.
11 Inthat renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ
is alland in all'”” (NRSV).

The ‘rising with Christ” be-
comes now “getting dressed.”
The new self was born in con-
version and represents a new
existence. In Paul’s language,
the new self undergoes con-
tinuous renewal: “the new self,
which is being renewed in knowl-
edge according to the image of its
creator” (v. 10b; tov véov 10V
OVOKOLVOUUEVOV E1G ENTLYVOCLY
Kot €1k0vo 100 KTloavTog
ovtov). The key to renewal is
deeper spiritual understanding, i.e., spiritual matu-
rity. But this understanding is defined by the param-
eters of God who created this new self. The experi-
ential side of understanding is stressed here. That
is, we can’t learn this from pure intellectual expan-
sion. This understanding is gained through living out
our faith commitment.

Just how radical this is Paul states in v. 11: “In

i R A A R

that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circum-
cised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and
free; but Christ is all and in all!” (NRSV). The new per-
son created in the “rising with Christ”, which is “get-
ting dressed,” sets aside ethnic, racial, social barri-
ers. The emerging person from the ashes of the old
carnal self is saturated with Christ’s presence. Ev-
erything is focused on Christ and flows through

Christ. For those Colossians

with Jewish background, the

idea that their Jewish heritage
did not somehow give them

advantage before God would

have been challenging to ac-
cept. Jewish mystical streams
in the ancient world depended
on that Jewishness for its ar-
gument of credibility. The non-
Jewish mystical streams, es-
pecially the mystic cults oper-
ating in this general region, ar-
gued the superiority of their ac-
cess to patron deities inside

their own ritual practices. Any
influences originating from ei-
ther or from both these back-
grounds are rejected by the

apostle. The mystical union

with Christ is all that is needed
to effect a radical transforma-
tion of human existence.

What is the connection of all
this to us today? Enormous is
the reply. We live in a world in-
creasingly filled with supposed
“spiritual” ways of religious ex-
pression. The impact of reli-
gious mysticism stemming
from Hinduism and Buddhism
and saturating the New Age
movement over the past couple
of decades has made “religion”
popularin all levels of American
life. Movie stars freely talk about
being “spiritual” although their life-style is immoral
and corrupt. Politicians must project some kind of
religious image to the voting public in order to be
elected. Many see in a “civil religion” the key to so-
cial and moral renewal in our country. That is, an
unhealthy mixing of elements of nationalism with el-
ements of Christianity. Increasingly, differing

A

b i
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branches of Christianity define their religious experi-
ence largely as a set of rules governing public be-
havior. Of course, it's “my set of rules” that are cor-
rect, not necessarily yours.

The impact of all this? Authentic Christianity
gradually disappears, and is replaced by these forg-
eries. Baptists are not immune to these tendencies.
Our disposition is toward the Jewish legalistic side
of distortion, the "Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not
touch" side.

The solution to anemic Christianity in America is
a rediscovery of Paul’s insight into what constitutes
authentic Christianity. We don’t need to be able to
rationally explain every facet of Christian experience.
Mysticism has legitimacy inside our faith commit-
ment. But the continuous renewal that Paul de-
scribes does mean that we gain spiritual maturity
sufficient to detect the real from the counterfeit. This
is “head knowledge” but even more it stems from
our own deepening spiritual experience. We discover
both the amazing perspective and the overwhelm-
ing emotional experience of what “dying with Christ”
means. Our materialistic culture is negated. Our old
carnal self-centered person is put to death. The

strangle hold of this world over our lives is broken.
We have been striped completely naked before the
God who sees us inside and out. Everything is laid
bare before God in surrender of our very essence to
Him. Only out of the ashes of this self death can the
brand new person created in Christ emerge.

And all this has transpired through becoming one
with Christ in His death on the cross. As Paul char-
acterized it with his Greek expression in Gal. 2:20, “|
have climbed up on the cross of Christ and have so
merged myself with his suffering that | have died with
Him.” This is at least a part of what Paul said earlier
in Colossians 1:24, when he declared that his suf-
ferings were filling up what was lacking in the suffer-
ings of Christ. Our suffering for Christ merges us
with the suffering Savior in a profound bond. The
element of dying becomes common to both Christ
and us in a wonderful, yet mysterious manner.

Such mysticism stands unbelievably superior to
the shallow, empty claims of spirituality and mysti-
cal religious experience found in our world today. Re-
claiming this is the key to spiritual renewal among
believers in our world.

b. Rising with Christ, 3:1-4; 3:12-17

Greek NT 3:1-4
3-1 Ei ovv

ocuvnyEpbnte 1@
Xplotd, 10 dve {nrelte,
0V 6 XpLotdc €0TLY €V
6e€ld 100 Beod
KoaOnuevog 3:2 10 Gve
OPOVELTE, UM TOL ETL TG
Yic. 3-3 anebdvete yop
kol 1 Con vudv
KEKPUTTAL GVV T®
XplLot® €v 1d @ 34
otov 0 Xplotog
oavepd, | Lon LUV,
TOTE KO VUELG 6LV 0UTHD
oavepwbnoecbe v dOEN

Greek NT 3:12-17

NASB

3.1 Therefore if you
have been raised up
with Christ, keep seek-
ing the things above,
where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of
God. 2 Set your mind
on the things above, not
on the things that are
on earth. 3 For you
have died and your life
is hidden with Christ in
God. 4 When Christ,
who is our life, is re-
vealed, then you also
will be revealed with

NASB

NRSV

3.1 So if you have
been raised with
Christ, seek the things
that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. 2 Set
your minds on things
that are above, not on
things that are on earth,
3 for you have died,
and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. 4
When Christ who is
your life is revealed,
then you also will be
revealed with him in

glory.
NRSV

NLT

3.1 Since you have been
raised to new life with
Christ, set your sights on
the realities of heaven,
where Christ sits at God's
right hand in the place of
honor and power. 2 Let
heaven fill your thoughts.
Do not think only about
things down here on earth.
3 For you died when Christ
died, and your real life is
hidden with Christin God.
4 And when Christ, who is
your real life, is revealed
to the whole world, you will
share in all his glory.

NLT

312 'Evdvcace
ovV, ®g £xkAexTol 100
0eoUV, dylol xol
NYATNUEVOL, GTAAYYVOL
olkTLpUoD ¥PNoTOTNTO
TOTELVOOPOGV VNV

12 So, as those who
have been chosen of
God, holy and beloved,
put on a heart of com-
passion, kindness, hu-
mility, gentleness and

12 As God's chosen
ones, holy and beloved,
clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and
patience. 13 Bear with

12 Since God chose you
to be the holy people whom
he loves, you must clothe
yourselves with tender-
hearted mercy, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and
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patience; 13 bearing with
one another, and forgiv-
ing each other, whoever
has a complaint against
anyone; just as the Lord
forgave you, so also
should you. 14 Beyond all
these things put on love,
which is the perfect bond
of unity. 15 Let the peace
of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed
you were called in one
body; and be thankful. 16
Let the word of Christ
richly dwell within you,
with all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one
another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with
thankfulness in your
hearts to God. 17 What-
ever you do in word or
deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to
God the Father.

one another and, if any-
one has a complaint
against another, forgive
each other; just as the
Lord has forgiven you, so
you also must forgive. 14
Above all, clothe your-
selves with love, which
binds everything together
in perfect harmony. 15
And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were
called in the one body.
And be thankful. 16 Let
the word of Christ dwell
in you richly; teach and
admonish one anotherin
all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts
sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. 17
And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do every-
thing in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father
through him.

patience. 13 You must
make allowance for each
other's faults and forgive the
person who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave
you, so you must forgive oth-
ers. 14 And the most impor-
tant piece of clothing you
must wear is love. Love is
what binds us all together
in perfect harmony. 15 And
let the peace that comes
from Christ rule in your
hearts. For as members of
one body you are all called
to live in peace. And always
be thankful. 16 Let the
words of Christ, in all their
richness, live in your hearts
and make you wise. Use his
words to teach and counsel
each other. Sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs
to God with thankful hearts.
17 And whatever you do or
say, let it be as a represen-
tative of the Lord Jesus, all
the while giving thanks
through him to God the Fa-
ther.

Notes:

This second set of passages emphasize the ‘ris-
ing with Christ’ motif. The first passage, 3:1-4, lays
out the idea, and the second passage, 3:12-17, ap-
plies the idea to patterns of daily behavior.

The inferential conjunction “therefore” (odv) in
verse one connects 3:1-4 to 2:20-23. Rising in Christ
thus grows out of dying with Christ. One should not
forget the basic reversal in this spiritual principle. In
physical life we first live and then die. But in spiritual
experience we must first die before we can live.

Paul’'s terminology links the resurrection of the
believer, the first coming to life spiritually, to that of
Christ on Easter Sunday. This sharing of resurrec-
tion experience is the language of Colossians and
Ephesians. In addition to the use of synegeiro here
(ovveyeipw), itis found in 2:12: “when you were buried
with him in baptism, you were also raised with himthrough
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead”
(NRSV). The Greek verb also shows up in Eph. 2:6:
“and [God] raised us up with him and seated us with him in

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (NRSV). Collec-
tively, the concept stresses that we have been raised
up with Christ. This is not something we accom-
plish; it is an action of God accomplished as a part
of the faith commitment and signified by our bap-
tism. The focal point of this metaphor is the realiza-
tion of divine power in our lives accomplishing some-
thing that is clearly humanly impossible. Thus spiri-
tual dying moves to coming to life spiritually in paral-
lel to Christ’'s experience of crucifixion and resur-
rection. His experience was both physical and spiri-
tual. In conversion our experience is just spiritual,
but is life transforming, as Col. 2:12 clearly stresses.
What implication does this rising with Christ pos-
ses? The core admonition answers this question:
“seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God” (NRSV). The new priority cen-
tral to this new life is Heaven. The things associated
with God’s dwelling place where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God’s power should govern our life
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now. The spiritual power demonstrated in the resur-
rection of Christ is now channeled into the life of the
believer effecting a spiritual resurrection. The believer,
Paul urges, should now focus on those spiritual re-
sources. The second pair of admonitions essentially
repeats the first using different language: “Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth” (NRSV). Both Greek verbs, “seek” (ra dvw
{nreite) and “set your minds on” (ra dve gpoveire,
un 1o €mt ThG i) stress prioritizing our life and giv-
ing commitment to the heavenly things.

A rationale for this stance is provided in verses
three and four: “3 for you have died, and your life is hid-
den with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory”
(NRSV). In the dying with Christ, the true life we pos-
ses is not overtly visible. The impact of it is through
our life-style, but the spiritual life we possess is not
itself visible to others. But a day is coming when it
becomes visible. At the second coming of Christ we
will share in the divine glory in open manifestation.
Again, Paul touches on a mystical aspect of Chris-
tian experience. Christian existence is only visible
indirectly through its impact on our living. Our actual
spiritual existence is invisible and can’t be exam-
ined or made visible for others to observe. While the
mystical traditions coming into the community of
believers at Colossae claimed to offer genuine spiri-
tual existence, those who possess it authentically
will be revealed at the second coming of Christ.
Paul’s contention is that this comes only through
participation in the resurrection of Christ both now
and at the close of time.

What implications for Christian living does such
a reality possess? 3:12-17 provides Paul’'s answer
to this question. His answer revolves around the
application of the clothing metaphor first set forth in
vv. 10-11. To rise with Christ is to put on a new exist-
ence revolving around Christ. This has powerful im-
plications about virtures we are to incorporate into
our living. Three long, rather complex Greek sen-
tences in vv. 12-17 set forth these implications:

Firstis vv. 12-14:

12 As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,

meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another
and, if anyone has a complaint against another, for-
give each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so
you also must forgive.
This new life first reaches out to others in uplifting
and edifying ways. The clothing of Christ, his quali-
ties, are incorporated into our relationships with oth-
ers.

Second comes v. 15:
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thank-
ful.
Inside the body of believers the unifying peace of
Christ draws believers together in harmony and
thankfulness.
Third is vv. 16-17:
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with grati-
tude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
In the community of faith, mutual encouragement
and teaching is to take place as a part of this new
life experience. Christ’'s words are to find lodging in
the hearts of believers. Believers are to inform and
exhort one another out of deep spiritual insight. In-
terestingly, a key way of communicating these words
of Christ is through musical expression. This in-
cludes the OT psalms along with contemporary
musical expressions developed in the Christian com-
munity. Some traces of this exist in poems pre-
served in part by Paulin Phil. 2:6-11 and 1 Tim. 3:16.
The last term, “spiritual songs” (wdaic Tvevpotikoic),
hints at the use of “secular” musical material in the
first century Greco-Roman world as the foundation
for Christian music. Taken together the three refer-
ences to musical compositions become inclusive
of every appropriate musical expression as a means
of communicating the truths of Christ inside the com-
munity of believers. Many Christian leaders down
through the centuries have recognized and utilized
the power of music to express their Christian be-
liefs. Namely, Martin Luther and John and Charles
Wesley.

In the final analysis Paul concludes with the all
encompassing “whatever you do, in word or deed.”
Everything spoken and done is to be in the authority,
the name, of Christ. His indwelling presence infuses
our words and actions with His resurrection power,
thus making them effective and influential. All this is
to be carried out in the context of thankfulness to
God through Christ.

The connection to us? Obvious! Only in spiritual
union with Christ where His spiritual presence and
power infuses what we say and do can we live as
new people anticipating the final revelation at the
coming of our Lord. This spiritual presence is not a
private matter. To the contrary, it is a corporate ex-
perience to be lived out in a community of believers
who reinforce one another’s commitment to Christ.

Who would want to trade this for a forgery?
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NASB

2.20 If you have died
with Christ to the el-
ementary principles of
the world, why, as if you
were living in the world,
do you submit yourself to
decrees, such as, 21
"Do not handle, do not
taste, do not touch!" 22
(which all refer to things
destined to perish with
use)--in accordance with
the commandments and
teachings of men? 23
These are matters
which have, to be sure,
the appearance of wis-
dom in self-made religion
and self-abasement and
severe treatment of the
body, but are of no value
against fleshly indul-
gence.

3.1 Therefore if you
have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the
things above, where
Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. 2 Set
your mind on the things
above, not on the things
that are on earth. 3 For
you have died and your
life is hidden with Christ
in God. 4 When Christ,
who is our life, is re-
vealed, then you also will
be revealed with Him in
glory.

5 Therefore consider
the members of your
earthly body as dead to
immorality, impurity, pas-
sion, evil desire, and
greed, which amounts to
idolatry. 6 For it is be-
cause of these things
that the wrath of God will
come upon the sons of
disobedience, 7 and in
them you also once
walked, when you were
living in them. 8 But now

NRSV

2.20 If with Christ you
died to the elemental
spirits of the universe,
why do you live as if you
still belonged to the
world? Why do you sub-
mit to regulations, 21 "Do
not handle, Do not taste,
Do not touch"? 22 All
these regulations refer to
things that perish with
use; they are simply hu-
man commands and
teachings. 23 These
have indeed an appear-
ance of wisdom in pro-
moting self-imposed pi-
ety, humility, and severe
treatment of the body,
but they are of no value
in checking self-indul-
gence.

3.1 So if you have
been raised with Christ,
seek the things that are
above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand
of God. 2 Set your minds
on things that are above,
not on things that are on
earth, 3 for you have
died, and your life is hid-
den with Christin God. 4
When Christ who is your
life is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with
himin glory.

5 Put to death, there-
fore, whatever in you is
earthly: fornication, impu-
rity, passion, evil desire,
and greed (which is idola-
try). 6 On account of
these the wrath of God is
coming on those who are
disobedient. 7 These are
the ways you also once
followed, when you were
living that life. 8 But now
you must get rid of all
such things—anger,
wrath, malice, slander,
and abusive language

NLT

20 You have died with
Christ, and he has set you
free from the evil powers of
this world. So why do you
keep on following rules of
the world, such as, 21 "Don't
handle, don't eat, don't
touch." 22 Such rules are
mere human teaching about
things that are gone as soon
as we use them. 23 These
rules may seem wise be-
cause they require strong
devotion, humility, and se-
vere bodily discipline. But
they have no effect when it
comes to conquering a
person's evil thoughts and
desires.

3.1 Since you have been
raised to new life with Christ,
set your sights on the reali-
ties of heaven, where Christ
sits at God's right hand in
the place of honor and
power. 2 Let heaven fill your
thoughts. Do not think only
about things down here on
earth. 3 For you died when
Christ died, and your real life
is hidden with Christ in God.
4 And when Christ, who is
your real life, is revealed to
the whole world, you will
share in all his glory.

5 So put to death the sin-
ful, earthly things lurking
within you. Have nothing to
do with sexual sin, impurity,
lust, and shameful desires.
Don'tbe greedy for the good
things of this life, for that is
idolatry. 6 God's terrible an-
ger will come upon those who
do such things. 7 You used
to do them when your life
was still part of this world. 8
But now is the time to get
rid of anger, rage, malicious
behavior, slander, and dirty
language. 9 Don't lie to each
other, for you have stripped
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you also, put them all

aside: anger, wrath, mal-
ice, slander, and abusive
speech from your mouth.
9 Do not lie to one an-
other, since you laid

aside the old self with its
evil practices, 10 and

have put on the new self
who is being renewed to
a true knowledge ac-
cording to the image of
the One who created him
-- 11 a renewal in which
there is no distinction be-
tween Greek and Jew,

circumcised and uncir-
cumcised, barbarian,

Scythian, slave and free-
man, but Christis all, and
inall.

12 So, as those who
have been chosen of
God, holy and beloved,
put on a heart of compas-
sion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience;
13 bearing with one an-
other, and forgiving each
other, whoever has a
complaint against any-
one; just as the Lord for-
gave you, so also should
you. 14 Beyond all these
things put on love, which
is the perfect bond of
unity. 15 Let the peace of
Christ rule inyour hearts,
to which indeed you were
called in one body; and
be thankful. 16 Let the
word of Christ richly
dwell within you, with all
wisdom teaching and ad-
monishing one another
with psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, sing-
ing with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. 17
Whatever you do in word
or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks through
Him to God the Father.

from your mouth. 9 Do

not lie to one another,

seeing that you have

stripped off the old self
with its practices 10 and
have clothed yourselves
with the new self, which
is being renewed in

knowledge according to
the image of its creator.
11 In that renewal there
is no longer Greek and

Jew, circumcised and

uncircumcised, barbar-
ian, Scythian, slave and
free; but Christ is all and
in all!

12 As God's chosen
ones, holy and beloved,
clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and
patience. 13 Bear with
one another and, if any-
one has a complaint
against another, forgive
each other; just as the
Lord has forgiven you, so
you also must forgive. 14
Above all, clothe your-
selves with love, which
binds everything together
in perfect harmony. 15
And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were
called in the one body.
And be thankful. 16 Let
the word of Christ dwell
in you richly; teach and
admonish one anotherin
all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts
sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. 17
And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do every-
thing in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father
through him.

off your old evil nature and
all its wicked deeds. 10 In

its place you have clothed
yourselves with a brand-new
nature that is continually

being renewed as you learn
more and more about Christ,
who created this new nature
within you. 11 In this new

life, it doesn't matter if you
are a Jew or a Gentile, cir-
cumcised or uncircumcised,
barbaric, uncivilized, slave,
or free. Christ is all that

matters, and he lives in all
of us.

12 Since God chose you
to be the holy people whom
he loves, you must clothe
yourselves with tender-
hearted mercy, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and
patience. 13 You must
make allowance for each
other's faults and forgive the
person who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave
you, so you must forgive oth-
ers. 14 And the most impor-
tant piece of clothing you
must wear is love. Love is
what binds us all together
in perfect harmony. 15 And
let the peace that comes
from Christ rule in your
hearts. For as members of
one body you are all called
tolive in peace. And always
be thankful. 16 Let the
words of Christ, in all their
richness, live in your hearts
and make you wise. Use his
words to teach and counsel
each other. Sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs
to God with thankful hearts.
17 And whatever you do or
say, let it be as a represen-
tative of the Lord Jesus, all
the while giving thanks
through him to God the Fa-
ther.
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Greek Text Diagram

220 Ei anebdavete
oLV XplLoT®d
ATO TAV oTOlYeElO®V TOV KOCUOV,
o {dvteg €v KOGU®
21 Tl...60yu0atileche;
po), 2 Mn ayn
unde
23 vetvon
unde
P! Oiyngs,
22 d €otTlv mAVTO
€1¢ ¢Bopav TN anoypmnoet,
KaTa TO €vTdApoto Kol d1dackaAiog TOV avOpanov,
223 dtivd €oTtiv AdOYOV
uev
€yovta copilog
v €0globpnokig
Kol
TATE LVOHPPOSHVT
Kol
adpeLdilg cONOTOC,
OVK €V T1luf] Tivi
TPOg TANCUOVNV TTNG capkKOg .
<l oVV
Ei cvuvny€pbnte td® Xplrotd,
25 T0 aveo {nteite,
oU 0 Xp1otdg €0tV
v de&1d 1o O€0D
KoONMUeVOG
29 2 T0 dve ppoveite,
27 un ———————— To Eml TNG YNG.
= YGp
R arnebavete
Kol
29 n Con dudv kekpuvrTat
oLV T XploTd
€v 1@ Oed-
S O0tav 0 XpLotog dpavepndN,
TOTE
oLV aLTO
0 n fon vudv...xkal VUEIS. . .pavepwbnoecbe
ev 36&m.
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3:13

3:16

3:17

NYATNULEVO L
OTAGYYX VO OLKTL1PUOD
xpNoTOTNTO
TATE LVOPPOGVVNV
npaiTNnTo
pokpobuuiav,
AVEYOUEVOL GAANADV

Kol

xapL{ouevol €0vVTO1g

€0V Tlg TPOGg Tlva €YM UOudnv:

koBng kKal O xKVplLog €xoplicato vuiv,
oVTOG KOl
vueic (€yapicacbe) -
de
('Evévoacbe)
€nl TOC1V TOVTOLlg
TNV ayonnv,
O €0T1V GUVOECUOG TNG TEAELOTNTOG .

Kol
n €ipnvn tod Xpirotod PBpaBevétw
€v Toilg kKopdioilg vudv,
€1g MV Kal €xkAnOnte
€v €Vl ocOUaTL®
Kol
gvyaptLotol yYiveobOe.

0 AO0yog 1ob Xp1oToD EVOLKELTW
€v Luilv mlovcing,
€v mdon codpia
31800KOVTEG
Kol
vOVOeTODVTEG £0VLTOVG,
YOALO TG
VUVO1¢
®dailg mveELUOTIKATG
ev [tN] ydépiti
dgoovteg...Td Oed-
€v toig kopdialg VLUDV

Kol
nov O TL €0V TolfTe
v AOY®
A
€V EPYW,

ravta (roleite)
€v ovouatt kvpitov 'Incod,
VY0P LoTOVVTEC T® Oed
TaTpl
d1’ ovTov.
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