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A copy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at http://cranfordville.com under Bible Studies in the Bible
Study Aids section. A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them
on and bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the
internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material.

Quick Links to the Study

|. Context Il. Message
a. Historical a. What Happened? v. 11
b. Literary b. Peter’s Answer, vv. 12-26
This Bible study builds on an earlier study of Acts 3:1-10, in whichaman & __

who couldn’t walk was at an entrance gate to the temple in Jerusalem seeking
alms. When Peter and John entered the temple at the traditional time of prayer at
mid-afternoon in Jewish religious devotion, Peter paused to heal the beggar who
then went jumping with joy into the inner court of the temple praising God for his
healing. Our passage continues this story with a focus on Peter’s using the ex-
citement caused by this miracle to bear testimony to the power of Jesus to trans-
form one’s life.

The study on 3:1-10 emphasized the role of miracles both in the book of
Acts as well as in the four gospels, especially Luke’s gospel. This study on 3:11-
26 will focus on the role of speeches in the book of Acts as a major vehicle for
Luke’s telling the story of the first three decades of Christian history after the
ascension of Jesus to Heaven. The way history was understood and written in the
ancient world is very different from the perception of history in modern western
culture. That difference must be understood and appreciated before one can do justice to interpreting the
history set forth by Luke in the book of Acts. Many of the modern so-called “historical problems” with Luke-
Acts are created because of failure to either understand and/or accept the different approach to history
between then and now. Imposing modern standards of history onto Acts will always create problems.

L Context
The previous study on 3:1-10 devoted consider-
able space to the historical and literary context of

be determined from the available information.
Jerusalem was the starting point of the Christian
movement in the ministry of Jesus who died there

Acts. Only a summary of relevant parts of that study
will be provided here. For a more detailed treatment,
you should go to this earlier study, which is posted
at Cranfordville.com under NT Bible studies.

a Historical

In summarizing the more detailed treatment
of the external history found in the 3:1-10 study,
the book of Acts came about from the two volume
presentation of the beginnings of Christianity, the gos-
pel focusing on Jesus and Acts focusing on the
Christian community that resulted from Jesus.
Whether or not a volume three was planned cannot

and was resurrected there. The story of Christianity
thus begins in Jerusalem. But with the expansion of
this new religious movement the story climaxes with
the arrival of the apostle Paul in the imperial capital
of Rome. The central characters of this story are
two. The apostle Peter led the Christianity commu-
nity in the first decade or so when the community
was comprised almost completely of Jewish people.
But under the divinely led ministry of Paul, Christian-
ity began a rapid expansion into the non-Jewish
population of the eastern Mediterranean world.

This story was put together by the physician
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Court of the Gentiles,
where the traders had their
stalls. Any non-Jews
attempting to he beyong

the harrier, to the inner
courts, did so at risk of their
Iives.

the private inner toom

curtain.

Luke, who traveled with Paul from his third mission-
ary journey to his martyrdom in Rome in the mid-
60s at the hands of the emperor Nero. About a de-
cade or so later Luke put the finishing touches on
his two volume work and they were released for the
edification of the Christian communities. As the in-
troductions in both the gospel and Acts indicate, these
documents were dedicated to a wealthy, new con-
vert named Theophilus who provided financial un-

The temple: the outer
room was separated from

Antonia Fortress

(God's sanctuary) by a thick

marized the broad scope of activities covering the

first five or so years the believing community. This
grew out of the so-called Day of Pentecost experi-
ence. In Acts 4:32-35, he would again pause to sum-
marize the life of the believing community. Much of
the same language from the first summary will be
used in the second one.

Between these two summations stands the se-
ries of events that includes our passage. Everything
is launched by the heal-

derwriting for the distribu-

tion of these materials to
fellow Christians.

Whether Luke was still in
Rome when this work

In Acts 3:1-4:31, Luke describes a series
of events that took place over two days
sometime between AD 30 and 35.

ing of the lame man in the
temple in 3:1-10. The ex-
citement created by this
man’s miraculous heal-

was done, or whether he
had migrated elsewhere -- more likely -- cannot be
determined with certainty.

The internal history of 3:11-26 is also impor-
tant for grasping the meaning of the text. This inter-
nal history is closely linked to the literary setting of
the passage as well. Thus both will be discussed
together.

After the dramatic explosion of Christianity onto
the religious scene in Jerusalem during the Jewish
festival of Pentecost with some 3,000 converts (Acts
2), Luke picks up one small thread of events that
were closely linked together. In Acts 2:42-47, he sum-

ing led to the gathering of
a crowd of people in the temple to find an explana-
tion of what had happened, 3:11-26. Peter used the
opportunity to preach to the crowd about Jesus. Be-
fore Peter finished his sermon, the temple authori-
ties arrived and arrested Peter and John who then
appeared before the Sanhedrin the next day (4:1-
22). The final climatic event is the rejoicing of the
community when Peter and John are released and
rejoin the group who then celebrates the blessing of
God’s deliverance of these leaders (4:23-31). These
events, which cover only two days, took place some

time during the approximately five year period from
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around AD 30 to 35. At which point we cannot deter-
mine. This illustrates one aspect of Luke’s writing
strategy. He provides only very selective recording
of events that serve to illustrate his objective in writ-
ing.

The historical location for our passage, 3:11-26,

_____——is Solomon’s Portico in the temple in Jerusalem. J.

Randall Price describes it this way in Eerdman’s

Dictionary of the Bible:
The public meeting place on the eastern side of the
temple mount platform which was surrounded by rows
of pillars forming a portico (Gk.stoa tou Solomontos).
According to Josephus, who regarded this area as a
remnant of Solomon’s temple, its Herodian expansion
during the end of the Second Temple period is said to
have included a span of 15 m. (49 ft.) of double monolithic
columns some 11.5 m. (38 ft.) tall, fashioned of white
marble supporting an impressive roof paneled with cedar.
This colonnaded area of the temple precinct served as
a gathering place for Jesus and his disciples (John
10:23) as well as the early Jerusalem Church (Acts
2:46; 5:12). Because people customarily assembled in
this place to discuss religious matters when going to
the temple for ceremonial rituals, it was an ideal location
for Jesus’ teaching and the apostles’ confirmatory
performance of miracles (Acts 3:11; 5:12). No remains
exist today, but some have suggested, based on a report
by the 6th-century Byzantine historian Procopius of
Caesarea, that the Nea Church, whose remains have
been discovered, was constructed of pillars from this
area.

Thus what happened here was another event
among several connected to the ministry of Jesus
and early Christian leaders. For Peter to use the
gathered crowd to bear witness to Jesus should not
have been considered an unusual activity here at
all. Various rabbis discussed and debated religious
issues in that part of the temple regularly. What
brings down the temple authorities on Peter and
John is their teaching about Jesus -- a topic these
leaders had grown exasperated at (4:1).

b. Literary
The literary setting of our passage has been
covered above under Internal History. But it can be
graphically pictured as below:

4:1-22
W
3:1-10

The genre, the literary form, of the passage does
need attention. In setting forth the first three decades
of Christian history, Luke used a variety of building
blocks to present his story. The sources utilized by
him are not readily detectable, although some schol-
ars will sense some indication of sources being
quoted or else re-worked. This comes mostly from
writing style shifts in the underlying Greek text that
are impossible to sense in English translation.

The more helpful aspect of genre is to identify
the patterns of material that his information was
shaped into in order to tell his story. Years ago | par-
ticipated in a Greek reading group comprised of six
biblical scholars at both Southwestern Baptist Semi-
nary (2 members) and Brite Divinity School at Texas
Christian University (4 members) in Fort Worth,
Texas. We met twice monthly for several hours and
together read Greek texts from classical writers and
other writings outside the Greek New Testament.
One of the more interesting writers that we read was
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, a Roman historian at
the beginning of the Christian era. In one of his
tractates he described how good history should be
written in that period of time. Our group took the stan-
dards that he set forth and applied them to the book
of Acts. We concluded that when measured by stan-
dards of history writing in Luke’s own day and time
he would be graded very high. This stands in con-
trast to occasional modern scholars who write Acts
off as a very poor and unreliable history.

What were the building blocks that Luke used in
writing Acts? Basically two kinds of material surface:
narratives and speeches. The narratives divide out
into two basic groups: 1) those that describe a par-
ticular event, like the healing of the lame manin 3:1-
10, and thus are labeled episodic narratives; and 2)
those that summarize long periods of time by fun-
damental patterns or traits, the so-called summary
narratives. Inside the episodic narrative category a
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couple of repetitive patterns of narratives can be iden-
tified in Acts: a) miracle narratives and b) commis-
sioning narratives. These two types will only ac-
count for a small portion of the episodic narratives,
but the repetitive pattern is sufficiently frequent to

identify them as sub-genres. The miracle narrative
is similar to those found in the gospels, as well as in
Jewish and Greco-Roman literature of the period.

The commissioning narrative has Jewish roots in

the Old Testament with God’s calling of Abraham to
come into the land of Promise in Genesis. At its heart
is an episodic narrative in which the individual en-
counters God in a direct manner and out of that en-
counter is “assigned a job” to do by God. This be-
comes the central mission

sidered himself to be a historian. Rather, he would
have viewed himself as a philosopher using history
as his platform. This is reflected in Acts through
many ways. One of the clearest illustrations is his
philosophical designation of Christianity as the Way
(m 686¢), like in Acts 9:2 -- “and asked him for letters to
the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem.” In the past several decades of
modern scholarship, this has been increasingly re-
alized and thus much discussion centers around
Luke’s “theology” contained in Acts.
This does not necessarily mean that the history
writer creates fictional speeches by his central char-
acters in order to advocate

of the person’s life from that
point on.

The second category,
the speeches, also divide

Luke used Peter’s speech to provide
us a glimpse into the first century gos-
pel of the believing community.

his particular philosophy.
Some ancient historians
did this and Dionysius se-
verely criticized them for
doing this. Instead, he ar-

into two foundational types:

1) the missionary speech

in which a Christian leader presents the gospel mes-
sage to a group with the objective of converting the
listeners to faith in Christ; and 2) the defense speech
in which a Christian leader is defending the gospel

and/or Christian witness to it before a hostile group,
usually in some time of legal or court room setting.

Our passage, 3:11-26, falls into the category of a

“missionary speech.” Peter is presenting the gospel
to the crowd made curious by the healing of the lame
man.

One important aspect of this to remember:
Speeches were an essential part of writing history in
the ancient world. This in large part, because, just
like theology (6eoloyia), history (1otnpio) was a sub-
discipline of philosophy (dtAocodia). Thus history
was not produced out of curiosity about the past.
Rather, history was produced in order to advocate a
particular way of approaching life in the here and
now (¢thocodia). The past was seen as having vali-
dated this philosophy for today. Speeches gave the
history writer the primary vehicle for advocating his
philosophy. In that world Luke would not have con-

gued that a good history
writer would take actual speeches from actual indi-
viduals. In his selective interpretation of what had
been said he would emphasize the points that agreed
with his own philosophy. This is what we find in the
various speeches in Acts. Luke condensed the
speeches of the individuals down considerably and
highlighted those aspects that he himself wished to
stress to his readers. None of the speeches in Acts
takes over two or three minutes to read; yet, we know
from the narrative elements surrounding the
speeches that some of them lasted several hours,
like Paul’s all nighter referred to but not recorded in
Acts 20:7-12.

To be sure, this way of writing history is dramati-
cally different from the way history is written in our
day. But if we’re to play fair with an ancient history
writer we must evaluate his work in terms of the stan-
dards in place when he wrote his history, and not by
standards -- in this instance -- that were developed
two thousand years later. To call Luke a poor histo-
rian is to call Henry Ford a poor car maker because
his first automobile doesn’t measure up to the stan-
dards of a 2006 Porche GT3.

. Message

When one examines the text of 3:11-26 closely it becomes clear, even in English translation, that the
passage falls into two clearly defined segments: 1) the situation of the crowd wanting to know how this
lame man was walking (v. 11); and Peter’s “missionary” speech in which the apostle attempted to answer
their question with a presentation of the gospel (vv. 12-26). This will serve as the organizing structure of our
interpretation of these verses. These narrative elements, vv. 11-12a, simply introduce the speech.
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NASB
11 While he was
clinging to Peter and
John, all the people ran
together to them at the
so-called portico of So-
lomon, full of amaze-

NRSV
11 While he clung to
Peter and John, all the
people ran together to
them in the portico called
Solomon's Portico, ut-
terly astonished.

NLT
11 They all rushed
out to Solomon's Colon-
nade, where he was
holding tightly to Peter
and John. Everyone
stood there in awe of the

ment.
a What Happened? v. 11

Notes:

This single sentence introduces us to the situa-
tion that gave rise to Peter’s speech. The healed
man in his gratitude hung on to Peter and John after
his initial celebration of healing described in v. 8:
“dumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered
the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising
God.” Luke began transitioning into setting up Peter’s
speech with his depiction of the crowd’s initial reac-
tion to the man being healed in vv. 9-10: “9 All the
people saw him walking and

wonderful thing that had
happened.

The gathering place was Solomon’s portico in-
side the temple at Jerusalem. The map and discus-
sion on pages 2 and 3 address the details of this
location. This was a normal place where discussion
of religious matters could take place, and often did.

Thus Luke sets up the situation providing Peter
a wonderful opportunity to explain to the people how
this beggar had been healed -- and who was respon-
sible for it. One should note that the way Luke sets
up this scenario is very similar to the way Peter’s

“missionary” speech on

praising God, 10 and they

the Day of Pentecost

recognized him as the one
who used to sit and ask for
alms at the Beautiful Gate
of the temple; and they were
filled with wonder and
amazement at what had

Do we recognize opportune moments to
share our faith? God creates them around
us in the lives of other people who need
Christ. Our assignment is to seize them
for a testimony about our Christ.

was set up in Acts 2:12-
13: “12 Allwere amazed and
perplexed, saying to one
another, ‘What does this
mean?’ 13 But others
sneered and said, ‘They are

happened to him.” His cel-

ebration prompted their amazement. And that sense
of amazement did not diminish; rather it increased.
In these verses Luke uses three different terms to
characterize the crowd’s reaction: 6aufog,

éxotdoeng, and €x0Baupor. Gerhardt Bertram

(Abridged Kittel's) makes this assessment of the first
and last of these words:

thambos [astonishment], thambéo [to be astonished],

ékthambos [utterly astonished], ekthambéomai [to

be amazed] 1. The basic meaning of the group is “to
be astonished,” then “to be affrighted.” Thus divine
manifestations or miracles can cause astonishment
or fear and trembling.
The middle word ekstasis is the source of our En-
glish word “ecstacy” and in this context denotes ex-
treme excitement in the sense of overpowering emo-
tion.

In other words, what the crowds observed in the
healing of the lame beggar seemed beyond belief.
They sensed something beyond human activity. This
created the strong desire to find out exactly how this
had taken place.

filled with new wine." Luke
consistently sets up such scenes in similar ways.

Both here and earlier at Pentecost confusion mixed
with astonishment provided the opportunity for Pe-
ter to preach the gospel to the gathered crowds.

In this verse are some possible lessons for us
today as we seek to serve our Lord. One thing that
appears clear: various situations in life bring people
to the place where they want to understand how
unusual things are taking place around them. For
the sensitive Christian this presents an opportunity
to share a witness about the power and presence of
Christ. The early church leaders did not try to force
the gospel onto the people of Jerusalem. Rather they
seized opportune moments where the people were
open to the gospel and gave testimony about their
Lord. No “button-holing evangelism” took place, as
is occasionally advocated today.

The challenge to us from the situation in the
temple is twofold: 1) Are we living a sulfficiently spiri-
tually obedient life so that God is free to create op-
portune moments for us? 2) Then are we sensitive
enough to God’s leadership to recognize these and
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take advantage of them for sharing our faith?

Greek NT
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NASB

12 But when Peter
saw this, he replied to the
people, "Men of Israel,
why are you amazed at
this, or why do you gaze
at us, as if by our own
power or piety we had
made him walk? 13 The
God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, the God of our
fathers, has glorified His
servant Jesus, the one
whom you delivered and
disowned in the presence
of Pilate, when he had
decided to release Him.
14 "But you disowned the
Holy and Righteous One
and asked fora murderer
to be granted to you, 15
but put to death the
Prince of life, the one
whom God raised from
the dead, a fact to which
we are witnesses. 16
"And on the basis of faith
in His name, it is the
name of Jesus which has
strengthened this man
whom you see and know;
and the faith which
comes through Him has
given him this perfect
health in the presence of
you all. 17 "And now,
brethren, | know that you
acted in ignorance, just
as your rulers did also. 18
"But the things which God
announced beforehand
by the mouth of all the
prophets, that His Christ
would suffer, He has thus
fulfilled. 19 "Therefore re-
pent and return, so that
your sins may be wiped
away, in order that times
of refreshing may come
from the presence of the

NRSV

12 When Peter saw
it, he addressed the
people, "You Israelites,
why do you wonder at
this, or why do you stare
at us, as though by our
own power or piety we
had made him walk? 13
The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, the God of
our ancestors has glori-
fied his servant Jesus,
whom you handed over
and rejected in the pres-
ence of Pilate, though he
had decided to release
him. 14 But you rejected
the Holy and Righteous
One and asked to have
a murderer given to you,
15 and you killed the Au-
thor of life, whom God
raised from the dead. To
this we are witnesses.
16 And by faith in his
name, his name itself
has made this man
strong, whom you see
and know; and the faith
that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect
health in the presence of
all of you. 17 "And now,
friends, | know that you
acted in ignorance, as
did also your rulers. 18
In this way God fulfilled
what he had foretold
through all the prophets,
that his Messiah would
suffer. 19 Repent there-
fore, and turn to God so
that your sins may be
wiped out, 20 so that
times of refreshing may
come from the presence
of the Lord, and that he
may send the Messiah

NLT

12 Peter saw his op-
portunity and addressed
the crowd. "People of Is-
rael," he said, "whatis so
astounding about this?
And why look at us as
though we had made this
man walk by our own
power and godliness? 13
Foritis the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac,
the God of Jacob, the
God of all our ancestors
who has brought glory to
his servant Jesus by do-
ing this. This is the same
Jesus whom you handed
over and rejected before
Pilate, despite Pilate's
decision to release him.
14 You rejected this holy,
righteous one and in-
stead demanded the re-
lease of a murderer. 15
You killed the author of
life, but God raised him
to life. And we are wit-
nesses of this fact! 16
“The name of Jesus has
healed this man — and
you know how lame he
was before. Faith in
Jesus' name has caused
this healing before your
very eyes. 17 "Friends, |
realize that what you did
to Jesus was done in ig-
norance; and the same
can be said of your lead-
ers. 18 But God was ful-
filling what all the proph-
ets had declared about
the Messiah beforehand
— that he must suffer all
these things. 19 Now turn
from your sins and turn
to God, so you can be
cleansed of your sins. 20
Then wonderful times of
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Lord; 20 and that He may
send Jesus, the Christ
appointed for you, 21
whom heaven must re-
ceive until the period of
restoration of all things
about which God spoke
by the mouth of His holy
prophets from ancient
time. 22 "Moses said,
"THE LORD GOD WILL
RAISE UP FOR YOU A
PROPHET LIKE ME FROM
YOUR BRETHREN; TO
HIM YOU SHALL GIVE
HEED to everything He
says to you. 23 "And it will
be that every soul that
does not heed that
prophet shall be utterly
destroyed from among
the people.' 24 "And like-
wise, all the prophets
who have spoken, from
Samuel and his succes-
sors onward, also an-
nounced these days. 25
‘It is you who are the
sons of the prophets and
of the covenant which
God made with your fa-
thers, saying to Abraham,
"AND IN YOUR SEED ALL
THE FAMILIES OF THE
EARTH SHALL BE
BLESSED.' 26 "For you
first, God raised up His
Servant and sent Him to
bless you by turning ev-
ery one of you from your
wicked ways."

appointed for you, that s,
Jesus, 21 who must re-
main in heaven until the
time of universal restora-
tion that God announced
long ago through his holy
prophets. 22 Moses said,
“The Lord your God will

raise up for you from your
own people a prophet like
me. You must listen to

whatever he tells you. 23
And it will be that every-
one who does not listen
to that prophet will be ut-
terly rooted out of the

people.' 24 And all the

prophets, as many as

have spoken, from Sam-
uel and those after him,

also predicted these

days. 25 You are the de-
scendants of the proph-
ets and of the covenant
that God gave to your

ancestors, saying to

Abraham, "And in your

descendants all the fami-
lies of the earth shall be
blessed.' 26 When God

raised up his servant, he
sent him first to you, to

bless you by turning

each of you from your

wicked ways."

refreshment will come

from the presence of the
Lord, and he will send

Jesus your Messiah to

you again. 21 For he

must remain in heaven

until the time for the final
restoration of all things,

as God promised long

ago through his prophets.
22 Moses said, 'The Lord
your God will raise up a
Prophet like me from

among your own people.
Listen carefully to every-
thing he tells you.' 23

Then Moses said, '‘Any-
one who will not listen to
that Prophet will be cut

off from God's people and
utterly destroyed.' 24

"Starting with Samuel,

every prophet spoke

about what is happening
today. 25 You are the chil-
dren of those prophets,

and you are included in

the covenant God prom-
ised to your ancestors.

For God said to Abra-
ham, "Through your de-
scendants all the families
on earth will be blessed.'
26 When God raised up
his servant, he sent him
first to you people of Is-
rael, to bless you by turn-
ing each of you back from
your sinful ways."

b. Peter’s Answer, vv. 12-26
Notes:

The first part of verse twelve provides the rest of
the narrative setting for the speech, which then is
contained in vv. 12b-26. Usually a conclusionary
narrative segment follows the end of the speech
depicting the reaction of the listeners to what has
been said. Such is the case with Peter’s speech on
Pentecost in 2:41: “So those who welcomed his mes-
sage were baptized, and that day about three thousand

persons were added.” In this second speech, Luke in-
dicates that the apostle didn’t get to finish it before

the temple authorities came and arrested him and

John (4:1-4): “1 While Peter and John were speaking to
the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the
Sadducees came to them, 2 much annoyed because they
were teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus
there is the resurrection of the dead. 3 So they arrested
them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was
already evening. 4 But many of those who heard the word
believed; and they numbered about five thousand.” In spite
of the attempt to silence these Christian leaders,

Luke in verse 4 indicates that the positive response
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to Peter’s sermon brought the Christian community
to about 5,000 men, not counting women. Although
not clear in English translation, Luke’s listing of the
number clearly indicates 5,000 men rather than 5,000
individuals (ko €yevnon [0] ap1Buog tdv avopdv
[@c] x1Arddec mévte). The total number then was
greater than five thousand. Thus Peter’s seizing of
the moment was used mightily by God to expand
his community of believers in a town with probably a
population of between 80,000 to 100,000 or so
people.

Peter’s sensitivity to the opportunity is reflected
in the introductory participle 16wv (idon) and is ac-
curately translated by the NLT: “saw his opportunity.”
By this point in Peter’s life the failures of his denial of
Jesus earlier are long past and the apostle has
emerged as a courageous leader and spokesman
for Christ. His life teaches us a valuable lesson at
this point.

asserts that the lame beggar was healed by the
power of the name of Jesus as a response of faith
by the beggar.

Peter then re-focuses on the people by declar-
ing that their killing of Jesus came out of ignorance
which God used to fulfill the words of the Israelite
prophets about God’s Messiah (Christ) (vv. 17-18).
He then calls upon the crowd to repent and turn to
God through Christ (vv. 19-21). Eschatological judg-
ment at the end ot times forms the backdrop for
Peter’s interpretation of the words of Moses from
Deut. 18:15-16, 19 and Lev. 23:29 about the coming
of a Prophet who is realized in Jesus. This is in vv.
22-23. Then in verse 24, all of the prophets from
Samuel forward are seen to have prophesied these
days as well. Verses 25-26 turn back to the crowd
(second person plural verb forms) and link them to
the prophets and to the covenant God made with
Abraham. Thus God’s sending of His servant Jesus

Obviously Peter’s

stands as the culmina-

speech is dramatically
shortened by Luke in that
what Luke preserves
takes less than a minute
to read in vv. 12b-26. Al-
though Peter is listed as
the speakerin 3:12,in 4:1
both Peter and John are

Peter preached Jesus as the promised
Suffering Servant who came to be God'’s
fulfillment of the covenant with Abra-
ham. The beggar experienced that

blessing promised to Abraham’s de-
scendants. Peter appealed to the crowd
to also experience itin Jesus.

tion of that promise.
Jesus came to bring
Abraham’s blessing by
calling the people to turn
from their wicked ways
back to God.

One important em-
phasis by Luke, which is

depicted as speaking:

“While Peter and John were speaking to the people”
(Aarovvtmv 8¢ avtdy Tpog Tov Aaov). This points to
our discussion on page 4 about the nature of
speeches in ancient history. What we get here is
Luke’s “Reader’s Digest condensed version” with
his own emphasis woven into the content of the
speech. Both Peter and John stand as those lead-
ers who spoke to the gathered crowd and the es-
sence of their words are contained in the speech
presented here. Not to be forgotten in this is the re-
ality that Peter and John spoke in Aramaic, and Luke
wrote his summation in Greek.

What was said? A fairly clear progression of
thought can be traced in verses 12b-26, as the Block
Diagram of the Greek text uncovers (in the larger
internet version of this study).

Peter raises two questions in verse 12b linking
the miracle to the apostles and rejecting any attribu-
tion of human effort behind it. In vv. 13-15, he con-
trasts the blessing of the Israelite God upon Jesus,
His servant, in contrast to the rejection and murder
of Jesus by the Jewish people. In verse 16, Peter

not easy to pick up in En-
glish translation, is the identifying term for Jesus at
the beginning of the speech inv. 13 and atthe end in
v. 26 is tov moido avtod (His servant). C.K. Barrett
(ICC) makes this observation:

The OT reference becomes more precise with the
words €d0&acev tov moitda ovto Which recall Isa. 52:13:
GLVNGEL 0 TOAG LoV KoL VYmBNoeTal Kot do&acOnoetal
odddpa. This passage, the fourth ‘Servant Song’, goes
on to describe the humiliation and suffering, followed by
the vindication and glorification (here anticipated) of one
described in Isa. 53:11 *72Y my (God’s) servant (the
word roiig does not occur in the LXX of Isa. 53).

Luke is deliberately linking Jesus through this label
to the Suffering Servantimage in Isaiah. Peter’s Jew-
ish listeners standing in the temple where these texts
were read and explained from the Hebrew Bible would
have immediately understood the link that is made
to Jesus. Luke’s initial readers who had a synagogue
background in Diaspora Judaism would also have
grasped the link to Jesus quite clearly.

With this overview in mind, let’'s now work our
way through some of the details in that speech.

1) The Issues (v. 12b). The introduction of the
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speech in 3:12b raises important issues: “You Israel-
ites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us,
as though by our own power or piety we had made him
walk?” ("Avépeg TopomAitot 1t Oavudlete £nt ToVTO 1
Nuiv 1t atevilete og 16ig dvvduel 1 evoePela

TETOINKOGLY TOD TEPITATELY QVTOV;).

One side note: when one is working with the nar-
rative portions of Acts the grammar structure of the
Greek text is relatively simple. But with moving into
the speech material, the complexity of the Greek text
explodes greatly to much higher levels. Even with-
out reading the Greek, one can detect this from the
Block Diagram at the end of this lesson. The speech
material takes on a noticeably greater literary Koine
Greek tone, reflecting Luke’s adherence to ancient
patterns of speech writing that were discussed ear-
lier in this study. This typically very complex gram-
mar in ancient speeches differs dramatically from
the way that every day conversations were recorded
in written materials, which are much simpler and
make use of ellipsis quite often. Again, a signal of
what Luke is trying to achieve.

His first questions addresses the issue of their
amazement (Bavudlete). The question can presup-
pose that such actions ought to be seen as normal,
rather than unusual. Certainly from Peter’s view this
is the case, but from the crowd who doesn’t know
Jesus such action is highly unusual. The second
question introduces a new idea: were the people
assuming that Peter and John healed this man by
some sort of magical power or by power gained
through extraordinary piety? The intense staring at
Peter and John by the crowd raised that possibility
in Peter’s mind. If they were thinking this way, Peter
meets it head on and rejects the possibility.

2) The People’s Guilt (vv. 13-15). Peter quickly
moves the subject to God and Jesus. God is em-
phatically identified as the God of Abraham, Issac
and Jacob, the God of “our” fathers. This God glori-
fied His servant Jesus. The glorification in mind is
the resurrection and ascension of Jesus after his
crucifixion. This blessing from God upon Jesus is
placed in strong contrast to the actions of the Jew-
ish people. Notice Peter’'s emphatic “you” here. They
turned him over to Pilate; they rejected him. This in
spite of Pilate’s judgment to release Jesus. These
accusations are structured in secondary expres-
sions in the relative clause in 13b. But in vv. 14-15,
Peter intensifies them in main clause expression in
a threefold accusation: 1) the people rejected not
just Jesus of Nazareth, but him who was the Holy
and Just One. 2) They preferred a convicted mur-

derer over Jesus. 3) In preferring a murderer they
became murderers of Jesus, tov apynyov tiic wig
(the Author of Life). Quickly two addenda are added:
“whom God raised from the dead,” and “whose wit-
nesses we are.” Peter spared no punches in laying
blame for the death of Jesus on the Jewish people
of Jerusalem. But at each point where humans

sought to get rid of Jesus; God did the opposite. They
revilved him; God glorified him. They rejected him;

God embraced him. They killed him; God raised him.

3) Faith in the Name (v. 16). In stark contrast to
the crowd’s rejection stood the beggar’s faith. Stress
is placed on the essential role that faith played in the
man’s healing. The object of that faith is 1) the name
of Jesus and 2) Jesus. In Jewish thinking the name
and the person are the same. Thus Peter attributes
the man’s healing to the very Jesus whom the people
have rejected. The healing is here depicted as
€otepéwoev (“made strong”), the word from which
the English word steroid is derived.

4) Appeal to the People (vv. 17-21). Peter, al-
though blaming the people for Jesus’ death, indicates
(v. 17-18) that the people’s action, as well as that of
their ruler’s, was done out of ignorance. That is, they
completely failed to understand who Jesus was.
Thus, their actions went horribly bad. But, in typical
Jewish tradition, Peter asserts that God made won-
derful lemonade out of their rotten lemons. God used
their heinous action of killing Jesus to fulfill the an-
cient prophecies about the Suffering Servant in the
suffering of Christ. In light of this, Peter appeals to
the crowd (v. 19-21; one sentence in Greek) to re-
pent and turn to God. The immediate objective: to
realize the wiping away of sins (eig 10 €é€aie100fvorL
VU@V t0G apaptiag). The long term objective: the
coming of times of refreshing and of the divinely ap-
pointed Messiah (6nw¢ av EABwoty Kapot avayvEeng
070 TPOCMTOV TOV KLPLOVL KOl OTOGTELAY TOV
npokeyelplouévov iy Xptotdv, Incodv). Luke sees
through Peter’s words that repentance and turning
to God stand as essential, first to forgiveness of sins.
Ultimately they are essential in preparing us for the
return of Christ which will bring eternal renewal and
acknowledgment of Jesus as God’s appointed Mes-
siah Judge.

In verse 21, the delay of the Messiah’s return is
on God’s time table and when signaled Jesus will
return and bring the “time of universal restoration
that God announced long ago through his holy proph-
ets.” Luke’s theology of last things comes through
clear at this point. God stands in control of human

history. He will bring it to a close with the coming of
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His Messiah Jesus. That action will be a restoration
that God had promised through the prophets of the
Old Testament.

The Jewish people had rejected Jesus largely
because his definition of Messiah and theirs didn’t
match. They wanted political deliverance; he pro-
vided spiritual deliverance. His second coming will
provide the culmination of that spiritual deliverance
in the restoration not of the nation of Israel, but of the
restoration of redeemed humanity, or perhaps all
creation [it depends on whether névtov is mascu-
line or neuter], back to the Garden of Eden. Redemp-
tion in Christ is something far, far greater than re-
gaining political and military power as a nation.

5) The message of the prophets (vv. 21b-26).
This eschatological picture is identified as stemming
from the prophets who were speaking the message
of God. In elaborating on that (vv. 22-24), Moses’
words are appealed to first. Those cited in v. 22 come
from Deut. 18:15-19. It would help to lay Luke’s cit-
ing of them and the Deut. text side by side:

Deut. 18:15, 18-19

15 The Lord your God will
raise up for you a prophet
like me from among your
own people; you shall heed
such a prophet.

18 | will raise up for them a
prophet like you from

Act. 3:22-23

Moses said, "The Lord your
God will raise up for you from
your own people a prophet
like me. You must listen to
whatever he tells you. And
it will be that everyone who
does not listen to that

prophet will be utterly rooted

among their own people; | outof the people.'
will put my words in the

mouth of the prophet, who

shall speak to them every-

thing that | command. 19

Anyone who does not heed

the words that the prophet

shall speak in my name, |

myself will hold account-

able.

Luke saw in the words of Moses a promise that God
fulfilled in Jesus. Luke will repeat this view in the
defense speech of Stephen in 7:37: “This is the Moses
who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up a prophet for
you from your own people as he raised me up.'” Thus
Peteris using the OT Law as a basis for linking Jesus
to the promised Messiah. In verse 24 all the proph-
ets from Samuel on are seen as additional evidence
for predicting these eschatological days. No quote
from any of them is given, however.

In verse 25, the crowd is linked to the prophets,
but the emphasis falls upon the covenant promises

made by God to Abraham in Gen. 22:18 et al. God
promised Abraham that in him and his descendants
all nations of the earth would be blessed. Peter de-
clared (v. 25) to the people that the culmination of
that promise has been realized in the resurrection
of Jesus and sending of Jesus to the Jewish nation
to call them back from their sinful ways. Note the
importance of the adverb “first.” Jesus was sent first
to the Jewish nation, implying that subsequently his
message of repentance would go to all the other
nations, just as Abraham had been promised by God.

What are we to make of this speech? Several
things. First, in this we get a brief glimpse into the
early church’s definition of Gospel. Luke summa-
rizes for us in his history much the same thing that
Paul will speak about many times. The gospel cen-
ters on Jesus. His death and resurrection are cen-
tral. As such Jesus fulfills the Old Testament proph-
ecies, especially those about the Suffering Servant.
But additionally, Jesus represents the completion of
God’s promise to Abraham that through his descen-
dants all nations would be blessed. This ascended
Messiah now waits in Heaven for the signal to return
to earth and bring to completion God’s plan for the
redemption of His creation, and particularly, sinful
humanity. We do well to keep our focus on this same
Jesus, and make him the center of our message
and witness to the world around us.

Second, the speech signals Peter’s sensitive
obedience to God’s leadership. When the healing of
the beggar opened the door of opportunity for wit-
ness to the crowd regarding how this had happened,
Peter seized the opportunity with a marvelous testi-
mony about Jesus. Peter deliberately drew attention
away from himself and John. They played no impor-
tant role in the healing. Nothing they did or any spiri-
tual standing they might possible have with God en-
tered into the healing of the lame beggar. Everything
depended upon Jesus.

The humility Peter demonstrated here gives pow-
erful witness to what Jesus had done in his life. Up
through the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus, Peter’s
pride and arrogance had gotten in his way to follow-
ing Jesus. The breaking of Peter through his miser-
able failure in denying the Lord became the turning
around point, along with a resurrection appearance
that Paul mentions in 1 Cor. 15:5, for this believer.
This is our inspiration. What God did in Peter’s life,
he can do in our lives when we allow him to work.

All this, and the sermon lasted less than a minute!
And it resulted in 2,000 conversions. Not sure how

many preachers today can do that!
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Greek NT

3:11> Kpartodvtog 8¢
0vto 1oV [TETpov Kal Tov
Todvvny cuvESpopEY TTOG
0 A00G TPOG 0VTOVG £ML
T 6704 T KOAOVUEVT
YoAoudvroc £xBoupot.
3:12> 1dav 8¢ 0 TI€tpog
anexpivato mPoOg TOV
A0V, "Avdpeg
‘ToponAitot 1t Oovpdlete
€ni tovt® M Muiv
atevilete i 181 duvduet
1 €VoePelq TETOMKOGLY
100 TEPLTOTELV 0VTOV;
3:13> 0 Be0g ABpadL KoL
[6 Be0¢] Tooak xal [0
0e0c] Toxop, 0 Be0g T@V
TOTEPWV NUAV, £30EaceEV
OV Toida avTod Incody,
OV DUELG UEV TOPEDDKTE
Kol Mpviicocle kato
npoconov ITiAdTov,
Kplvavtog €xKelivov
amoAvely:  <3:14> Vuegic
&€ 1oV dylov kol dikoiov
npvicacbe, Kol 1
toacOe dvdpa dovea
yoptebiivor vuiv, <3:15>
Tov 8 apynyov tig Lofg
anektelvote, OV O B€0g
fiyelpev €x vekp®dv, 0V
NUETG LAPTLPEG EGUEV.
3:16> kol €ml 1] TioTEL
700 OVOUOATOG OVTOD
t0VT0V OV Bepeite Kol
01da1e, £GTEPEMGEV TO
dvopa 0ToD, Kol 1 tioTig
N &L avtoD £dwKEV 0VTA
TV OAOKANPLOY TOVTNY
ATEVOVTL TOVIMV VU@DV.
3:17> kol vdv, adehdot,
o1da 81t KaTo dyvolay
enpaéate, OOTEP KOL Ol
dpyovteg LUOV: <3:18> 0
d& Be0g O TPOKATNYYELAEV
310 6TOUOTOC TTAVTOV TV
TPoOONTAOV Tabeiv TOV
XplLoTtov 0V 100
eninpoocev ovtwg. <3:19>
LETAVONGOTE OVV Kol
EMoTpEYaTE €l¢ 1O
€€alerdpOfival YUdV Tog
opaptiog, <3:20> 6mwg v
€L0woly  Kxaipol
avoyvéewg — amo

NASB

11 While he was
clinging to Peter and
John, all the people ran
together to them at the
so-called portico of So-
lomon, full of amaze-
ment. 12 But when Pe-
ter saw this, he replied to
the people, "Men of Israel,
why are you amazed at
this, or why do you gaze
at us, as if by our own
power or piety we had
made him walk? 13 The
God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, the God of our
fathers, has glorified His
servant Jesus, the one
whom you delivered and
disowned in the pres-
ence of Pilate, when he
had decided to release
Him. 14 "But you dis-
owned the Holy and Righ-
teous One and asked for
a murderer to be granted
to you, 15 but put to
death the Prince of life,
the one whom God
raised from the dead, a
fact to which we are wit-
nesses. 16 "And on the
basis of faith in His
name, it is the name of
Jesus which has
strengthened this man
whom you see and
know; and the faith which
comes through Him has
given him this perfect
health in the presence of
you all. 17 "And now,
brethren, | know that you
acted in ignorance, just
as your rulers did also.
18 "But the things which
God announced before-
hand by the mouth of all
the prophets, that His
Christ would suffer, He

NRSV

11 While he clung to
Peter and John, all the
people ran together to
them in the portico called
Solomon's Portico, ut-
terly astonished. 12
When Peter saw it, he
addressed the people,
“You lIsraelites, why do
you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us,
as though by our own
power or piety we had
made him walk? 13 The
God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, the God of our
ancestors has glorified
his servant Jesus, whom
you handed over and re-
jected in the presence of
Pilate, though he had
decided to release him.
14 But you rejected the
Holy and Righteous One
and asked to have a mur-
derer given to you, 15
and you killed the Author
of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we
are witnesses. 16 And by
faith in his name, his
name itself has made
this man strong, whom
you see and know; and
the faith that is through
Jesus has given him this
perfect health in the
presence of all of you. 17
"And now, friends, | know
that you acted in igno-
rance, as did also your
rulers. 18 In this way God
fulfilled what he had fore-
told through all the
prophets, that his Mes-
siah would suffer. 19
Repent therefore, and
turn to God so that your
sins may be wiped out,

NLT

11 They all rushed
out to Solomon's Colon-
nade, where he was
holding tightly to Peter
and John. Everyone
stood there in awe of the
wonderful thing that had
happened. 12 Peter saw
his opportunity and ad-
dressed the crowd.
"People of Israel," he
said, "what is so as-
tounding about this? And
why look at us as though
we had made this man
walk by our own power
and godliness? 13 For it
is the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, the God
of Jacob, the God of all
our ancestors who has
brought glory to his ser-
vant Jesus by doing this.
This is the same Jesus
whom you handed over
and rejected before Pi-
late, despite Pilate's de-
cision to release him. 14
You rejected this holy,
righteous one and in-
stead demanded the re-
lease of a murderer. 15
You killed the author of
life, but God raised him
to life. And we are wit-
nesses of this fact! 16
"The name of Jesus has
healed this man — and
you know how lame he
was before. Faith in
Jesus' name has caused
this healing before your
very eyes. 17 "Friends, |
realize that what you did
to Jesus was done in ig-
norance; and the same
can be said of your lead-
ers. 18 But God was ful-
filling what all the proph-
ets had declared about
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has thus fulfilled. 19
"Therefore repent and
return, so that your sins
may be wiped away, in
order that times of re-
freshing may come from
the presence of the Lord;
20 and that He may send
Jesus, the Christ ap-
pointed for you, 21 whom
heaven must receive un-
til the period of restora-
tion of all things about
which God spoke by the
mouth of His holy proph-
ets from ancient time. 22
"Moses said, ' THE LORD
GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR
YOU APROPHET LIKE ME
FROM YOUR BRETHREN;
TOHIM YOU SHALL GIVE
HEED to everything He
says to you. 23 "And it will
be that every soul that
does not heed that
prophet shall be utterly
destroyed from among
the people.' 24 "And like-
wise, all the prophets
who have spoken, from
Samuel and his succes-
sors onward, also an-
nounced these days. 25
‘It is you who are the
sons of the prophets and
of the covenant which
God made with your fa-
thers, saying to Abraham,
"AND IN YOUR SEEDALL
THE FAMILIES OF THE
EARTH SHALL BE
BLESSED.' 26 "For you
first, God raised up His
Servant and sent Him to
bless you by turning ev-
ery one of you from your
wicked ways."

20 so that times of re-
freshing may come from
the presence of the Lord,
and that he may send the
Messiah appointed for

you, that is, Jesus, 21

who must remain in

heaven until the time of
universal restoration that
God announced long ago
through his holy proph-
ets. 22 Moses said, "The
Lord your God will raise
up for you from your own
people a prophet like me.
You must listen to what-
ever he tells you. 23 And
it will be that everyone

who does not listen to

that prophet will be ut-
terly rooted out of the

people.' 24 And all the

prophets, as many as

have spoken, from Sam-
uel and those after him,
also predicted these

days. 25 You are the de-
scendants of the proph-
ets and of the covenant
that God gave to your

ancestors, saying to

Abraham, "And in your

descendants all the fami-
lies of the earth shall be
blessed.' 26 When God

raised up his servant, he
sent him first to you, to

bless you by turning

each of you from your

wicked ways."

the Messiah beforehand
— that he must suffer all
these things. 19 Now turn
from your sins and turn

to God, so you can be

cleansed of your sins. 20
Then wonderful times of
refreshment will come

from the presence of the
Lord, and he will send

Jesus your Messiah to

you again. 21 For he

must remain in heaven

until the time for the final
restoration of all things,

as God promised long

ago through his prophets.
22 Moses said, 'The Lord
your God will raise up a
Prophet like me from

among your own people.
Listen carefully to every-
thing he tells you.' 23

Then Moses said, 'Any-
one who will not listen to
that Prophet will be cut

off from God's people and
utterly destroyed.' 24

"Starting with Samuel,

every prophet spoke

about what is happening
today. 25 You are the chil-
dren of those prophets,

and you are included in

the covenant God prom-
ised to your ancestors.

For God said to Abra-
ham, "Through your de-
scendants all the families
on earth will be blessed.'
26 When God raised up
his servant, he sent him
first to you people of Is-
rael, to bless you by turn-
ing each of you back from
your sinful ways."
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Greek NT Diagram
3:11 Sé
Kpatodvtog avtod tov Ilétpov kol tov ‘Tedvvnv
cUVESpanev* nag O AaOG
TPOS aVTOVG
€nl th otod
TN KOAOULUEVT ZOAOUDVTOG

€xboupor.

3:12 Sé
18mVv
o Ilétpog anexpivato
TPpOg TOV AoV,

"AvOpeg
Topaniitotl
71 OQavualete
€Tl TOVTY

4l
nuiv ti atevilete
og 131g duvvauer
n
evoePelq TENTOINKOG LY
ToD TEPLTOTEIV 0VTOV;

3136 Bsog APpaou
Kol
[0 Bgoc] ‘Toaok
Kol
[0 Bgog] ‘Taxof,
0 Oeog TOV TOTEPOV NUDV,
£606&aoev Tov maida aVTOD
‘Incovv,
OV VUETG UEV TOPESOKOTE
Kol
nNpvnoacHe
Kata mpoconov IiAdtov,
Kp1lvovTtog €Keivovu
OTOAVE LV *

=4

o€
VuUeig TOV. dytov kal Sikaiov npvnoecbe,
Kol

ﬁfﬁﬁacee

3:15 Sé
Tov apynyov thc Cwfic arnekteivqre,
Ov O Beog Myelpev
. €K VEKPOV,
0oV NUEIC UAPTLPEC €CUEV.

3:16 Kol
€nl TN mioctelr tod OvoOuaTOg 0VTOD
Ov Oewpeite kal oidorte,
TODTOV. . . EOTEPEWCEV TO OVOUQ QVTOD,
Kol
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3:17

3:18

10

3:19

11

3:20

3:21

3:22

o ®

3:23

N TLOTLG. ..EQWKEV QUTO TNV OAOKAMplav TadTNV
n &6t avtov
OTEVAVTL TOVTOV VUDV .
Kol
AVAVAVAR
aderdot,
oida
KOTO Gyvolov
ott. ..gnpakarte,
WOOTEP KOl Ol GPYOVTEC VUAV -
de

0 TPOKATNYYELAEV
310 oTOUOTOC TAVTIOV TOV TPOONTOV
nabeiv tov Xp1loTOV 0VTOV

0 0eog . . . EnANpwocev

oLV

oVTOG .

UETAVONCOTE

Kol

EMLOTPEYATE
€l1¢ tO €&aAreldpONval LUBV TOC aQuapTiog,
onwg av €A0woly Ko1pol avoyvEeng

Moiong . . .

OTO MPOCOTOV TOV KLP 1OV

Kol
GTOGTE LAY TOV TPOKEYELP LOUEVOV VUV
Xpiotov,
‘Incodv,

Ov 3el ovpavov pev d€&achHot

dxpt xpOVOV OTOKATAGTOCENG TAVTOV

OV €AdAncev O BedC

d10 OTOUOTOG
|

N |
| an ~ ail®vog
| a0TOD
IOV ayLlov. . .TpodnTdv .
uev
gLlneV

=

ot [lpodntmv [buiv avactnoetl kOPLOg O BeoOg VLUD
€K TOV AdeAP®dV LUDV
0g €ue-

KovoeocOs

KOoTO TAVTO

oca av AoAnon

TPOg VUGS .

d¢
€otalr madoa yoyn
| €0V un akovomn tod TPOPNTOVL |£KELvVOu
Ntig...eEolebpevbnoetat

€K ToD AooD.
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3:24 Sé

Kol
14 TAVTEG Ol WPOPNTAL.| .KaTNYYELAQY TAG TMUEPAS TAVTOAS .
omo Xogdouni
Kol

TOY ko0Oe&ng
Kol
O0col €ldAncav

15 3%  Queic €ote ol viol FOV TPOPNTOV
KOt
TS O 1abnkng
Ng d1€0eto O BedC
TPOG TOVG TOTEPUS VUMDV
AEYOV
npog  'ABpadu,

| Kot
| €v T® omépUoTi cov
[gv]evioynOncovtatl mocal Ol TATP Lol

e Yng .
3:26
TPOTOV
0VaGTNoOG . . . TOV TO180 aLTOD
16 VUTIV...O0 B€0g. ..AnNECTEIAEY AVTOV

g€VAoyobVTO VUGG
€v T® OTOCTPEPELYV £€KAGTOV
OTO TOV TOVNP LAV VUDV.

*ouvédpauev: 2 Aor (Const) - Act - Ind - 3 - S - cuvtpéym - they (crowd) ran together
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