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This second study on the life of King David focuses on the beginning of David’s reign as king over all of 
Israel. Two more studies to come will pick up later segments of David’s life. Since 1 Chron. 13 and 15 
parallel 2 Sam. 6, attention will also be given to the similarities and contrasts between the deuteronomist’s 
depiction and the chronicler’s depiction of this common event. 

I. Context 
With the continuing study in Samuel/Kings in the Deuteronomic tradition of Deuteronomy, Judges, 1-2 

Samuel and 1-2 Kings, much of the background material covered in the previous lesson (1 Sam. 17:1-58) 
remains the same for this study. Thus a summary of the relevant material is all that will be given here. 
Where the internal history and internal literary aspects introduce new material, more attention will be given 
to this. 

 a. Historical 
Regarding the external history, the essence of last week’s study is that our passage is also a part 

of that cohesive history of the Israelites from the exodus to the exile in Babylon of the southern kingdom. 
This material initially came into existence as detached oral stories that were shared and memorized, then 
passed down from generation to generation until assuming the finalized written form that we know. To be 
sure, segments most likely came into written expression early on as well, but the bulk of the material 
existed in oral form for many centuries. The earliest effort to begin the pulling together of large chunks of 
this material most likely began as a part of the reforms instituted by Josiah (ca. 640 - 609 BCE) in the 
southern kingdom (2 Kings 23). But it reaches the finalized form that we know either during the exile or just 
after it in the 500s BCE. 

Our passage is a part of the David cycle of stories. The sources of material for understanding the life 
of David have their origin in several places, as J.M. Myers (Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, s.v., “David,” 
iPreach) summarizes: 

The main sources are the books of SAMUEL and I Kings 1:1-2 (see KINGS, I AND II, § 1), paralleled, with 
significant omissions and additions, in I Chr. 11-29 (see CHRONICLES, I AND II). Many of the materials of Samuel 
and Kings are contemporary, or nearly so, with the times of David -- notably the court records of II Sam. 9:1-20--and 
are manifestly some of the most authentic historical writings of the OT. 

David ruled Israel from 1000 to 962 BCE. He began with control over the southern tribes from Hebron, then 
gradually consolidated his control over all twelve tribes. The move to Jerusalem, that our passage is a part 
of, represented the establishment of a “neutral” capital that could appeal to all twelve tribes. Additionally, it 
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provided a centralized seat of power that enabled David to restructure Israel into a somewhat typical 
ancient near eastern monarchy. Hebron had deep roots in the Israelite heritage reaching back to Abraham. 
Segments of that history up through David are helpful for our study. V.R. Gold (Interpreter’s Dictionary of 
the Bible, s.v., “Hebron (City),” iPreach) provides a useful summation: 

In the fourteenth century the Hebron region was ruled for a time by a local prince, Shuwardata, who appears in 
several of the Amarna Letters. In the first unsuccessful attempt at conquest, by approaching Canaan from the S, 
Moses' spies reconnoitered around Hebron and elsewhere to determine the strength of their prospective adversar-
ies. Three clans of the Anakim (Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai) lived at Hebron at this time, early in the thirteenth 
century (Num. 13:22). After about a generation the successful attack against Canaan was launched from the E. 

This time Hoham, king of Hebron, died at the hand of Joshua and his forces in the latter's victory over the S 
Canaanite coalition led by Adonizedek of Jerusalem in the Battle of Makkedah (Josh. 10:1-27). Hebron itself was 
destroyed and its population devoted to the sword along with Debir, Ahab, and other hill-country cities (Josh. 10:36- 
37; 11:21-22). Archaeological evidence indicates immediate Israelite occupation of Debir (cf., however, Judg. 1:11- 
12), but Hebron seems to have been reoccupied by the three clans of the Anakim and was not effectively controlled 
by the Israelites until its recapture by Caleb's forces after Joshua's death (Josh. 14:13 ff; 15:13-14; Judg. 1:10, 19- 
20; cf. Josh. 10:36-39; 11: 21-22). The biblical account is not entirely clear on this matter, however. The account of 
Caleb's capture of Hebron could simply be one phase of the campaign of occupation under Joshua's general 
leadership--or a continuation of it after Joshua's death. Hebron was designated a Levitical city and a city of refuge 
(Josh. 20:7; 21:10-13; I Chr. 6:57). In the royal administrative reorganization, it became a district capital (Josh. 
15:54). 

Hebron is prominent in the story of David's early career. It was one of the cities to receive a gift from David for 
services rendered him and his men; the gift was taken from the booty captured from the Amalekites after David's 
successful pursuit of them, in reprisal for their sack of Ziklag (I Sam. 30:31). He was anointed "king of Judah," and 
for the first 7½ years of his reign it was capital of the S kingdom; while Ishbosheth (Ishbaal), Saul's son, ruled the 
N from Mahanaim. Several of David's sons, including Absalom, were born at Hebron. As a result of a personal 
affront, Ishbosheth's general, Abner, defected and was in the process of bringing the N into David's camp when he 
was treacherously killed by Joab and his brother for Abner's slaying of their brother in the course of an engagement 
which had begun at the Pool of Gibeon. Abner was buried in Hebron. After Abner's death, two of Ishbosheth's 
captains assassinated him, decapitated him, and took his head to David at Hebron, hoping for a bounty. Instead, 
David had them killed for their treachery, and had Ishbosheth's head buried in Abner's grave. After Ishbosheth's 
death, the N was united with the S, and the capital moved to the newly captured Jerusalem, from which David ruled 
the remaining 33 years of his reign (II Sam. 2:1-5:5; I Kings 2:11; I Chr. 3:1-4; 29:27). 

The problem with Hebron for David’s objective of a unified kingdom was its deep association with the tribes 
in the south. This presented an obstacle to uniting all twelve tribes. Thus David captured the Jebusite city 
of Jerusalem some 14 miles northeast of Hebron and began the process of turning it into the capital. As a 
non-Israelite city previously, it had no connection to either set of tribes and thus represented a “neutral” site 
to establish the capital. 

Our passage describes one stage of that process where David begins to move the ark from Baale- 
judah

Baale- 
judah (only in 2 Sam. 6:2; elsewhere called Baalah and Kiriath-jearim) to Jerusalem. It was located on the 
northern border of the tribe of Judah in the south and north of Jerusalem. 

The early significance of Jerusalem reaches back to Abraham’s intended sacrifice of Isaac there (Gen. 
22:1-19; cf. hill of Moriah in 2 Chron 3:1). Eventually Solomon would build the temple on this spot. David’s 
capture of Jerusalem is described in 2 Sam. 5:6-9 and 1 Chron 11:4-8. 

2 Sam. 5:6-9 
6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who said to David, 
"You will not come in here, even the blind and the lame will 
turn you back"—thinking, "David cannot come in here." 7 
Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion, which is 
now the city of David. 8 David had said on that day, "Who-
ever would strike down the Jebusites, let him get up the 
water shaft to attack the lame and the blind, those whom 
David hates." Therefore it is said, "The blind and the lame 
shall not come into the house." 9 David occupied the strong-
hold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all 
around from the Millo inward. 

1 Chron. 11:4-8 
 4 David and all Israel marched to Jerusalem, that is Jebus, 
where the Jebusites were, the inhabitants of the land. 5 
The inhabitants of Jebus said to David, "You will not come 
in here." Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion, 
now the city of David. 6 David had said, "Whoever attacks 
the Jebusites first shall be chief and commander." And Joab 
son of Zeruiah went up first, so he became chief. 7 David 
resided in the stronghold; therefore it was called the city of 
David. 8 He built the city all around, from the Millo in com-
plete circuit; and Joab repaired the rest of the city. 
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A Jebusite stronghold until David captured it, the city was turned into a heavily fortified place that provided 
a basis for the expansion of his power over all the tribes of Israel, and beyond, as 2 Sam. 5:10 declares: 
“And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him” (cf. 1 Chron. 11:9). 

 b. Literary 
The literary genre of our passage is straightforward narrative. Historically, modern scholars have 

tended to glean two episodic narratives from chapter six: the moving of the ark (vv. 1-15, 17-19) and the 
criticism by Michal of David (vv. 16, 2-23). Although differing conclusions exist, a major viewpoint is that the 
ark section belongs to a larger unit of material labeled the Ark Narrative. This material, 4:1b - 7:1, came 
together very early as a unit of material and was incorporated into this text by the Deuteronomic writer. 
Additionally, the Michal episode is seen by some as the beginning of the Succession Narrative, which 
traces the background for the passing of kingship from Saul to David. Both these views see the origin of 
this material in at least oral, if not in written form, much earlier and thus used by the Deuteronomic writer as 
two of the many sources for the composition of his Israelite history. Several writing traits in the Hebrew text 
point in this direction: vocabulary, writing style shifts etc. 

The literary setting of our passage appears to be as a part of a chiasmus extending from 5:13 to 8:18. 
Several Old Testament scholars have argued the pattern as follows: 

A 5:13-16, list of David’s family 
B 5:17-25, defeat of the Philistines; kingdom secured 

C 6:1-23, the ark brought to Jerusalem 
C’’’’

’’’
’’’

’ 7:1-29, Nathan’s oracle of dynastic promise 
B’’ 8:1-14, defeat of Israel’s neighbors; kingdom expanded 

A’’ 8:15-18, list of David’s officials 
The second set (C’, B’, A’) represents a “step” forward moving the David story from the initial phase of 
securing power to the next level of establishing his role as a powerful ruler to Israel. As Bruce C. Birch (New 
Interpreter’s Bible, iPreach) describes the second set: 

In the last three units of the section, David’s story moves to new horizons. New bases of security are established 
for Israel’s future. Kinship gives way to royal bureaucracy as the basis of power (5:13-16; 8:15-18). Security from 
a threatening enemy gives way to royal conquest and expansion of borders and the security of territorial domination 
(5:17-25; 8:1-14). At the center of the section, the theology of God’s presence symbolized by the ark gives way to 
a theology of God’s promise that makes Davidic dynasty itself a theological symbol of God’s care for Israel (6:1- 
23; 7:1-29). Kingdom is theologically wedded to God’s continuing guidance of Israel’s future. 

II. Message 
The above analysis provides a basis for assessing the internal literary structure of chapter six. Two 

sections can be identified revolving around the ark and Michal, Saul’s daughter and David’s first wife. We 
will approach the understanding of the passage from that structural view. 

 a. Moving the Ark, vv. 1-15, 17-19 
NASB 

1 Now David again gathered 
NRSV 

 1 David again gathered all the 
chosen men of Israel, thirty thou-
sand. 2 David and all the people 
with him set out and went from 
Baale-judah, to bring up from there 
the ark of God, which is called by 
the name of the Lord of hosts who 
is enthroned on the cherubim. 3 
They carried the ark of God on a 
new cart, and brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab, which was on 
the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons 

NLT 
1 Then David mobilized thirty 

thousand special troops. 2 He led 
them to Baalah of Judah to bring 
home the Ark of God, which bears 
the name of the LORD Almighty, 
who is enthroned between the 
cherubim. 3 They placed the Ark 
of God on a new cart and brought 
it from the hillside home of 
Abinadab. Uzzah and Ahio, 
Abinadab's sons, were guiding the 
cart 4 with the Ark of God on it, 
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all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand. 2 And David arose and 
went with all the people who were 
with him to Baale-judah, to bring 
up from there the ark of God which 
is called by the Name, the very 
name of the LORD of hosts who 
is enthroned above the cherubim. 
3 They placed the ark of God on a 
new cart that they might bring it 
from the house of Abinadab which 
was on the hill; and Uzzah and 
Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were 
leading the new cart. 4 So they 
brought it with the ark of God from 
the house of Abinadab, which was 
on the hill; and Ahio was walking 
ahead of the ark. 5 Meanwhile, 
David and all the house of Israel 
were celebrating before the LORD 
with all kinds of instruments made 
of fir wood, and with lyres, harps, 
tambourines, castanets and cym-
bals. 6 But when they came to the 
threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah 
reached out toward the ark of God 
and took hold of it, for the oxen 
nearly upset it. 7 And the anger of 
the LORD burned against Uzzah, 
and God struck him down there for 
his irreverence; and he died there 
by the ark of God. 8 David became 
angry because of the LORD'S 
outburst against Uzzah, and that 
place is called Perez-uzzah to this 
day. 9 So David was afraid of the 
LORD that day; and he said, "How 
can the ark of the LORD come to 
me?" 10 And David was unwilling 
to move the ark of the LORD into 
the city of David with him; but 
David took it aside to the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 Thus 
the ark of the LORD remained in 
the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite three months, and the 
LORD blessed Obed-edom and 
all his household. 12 Now it was 
told King David, saying, "The 
LORD has blessed the house of 
Obed-edom and all that belongs 
to him, on account of the ark of 
God." David went and brought up 
the ark of God from the house of 
Obed-edom into the city of David 

of Abinadab, were driving the new 
cart 4 with the ark of God; and Ahio 
went in front of the ark. 5 David 
and all the house of Israel were 
dancing before the Lord with all 
their might, with songs and lyres 
and harps and tambourines and 
castanets and cymbals. 6 When 
they came to 
the threshing 
floor of 
Nacon, 
Uzzah 
reached out 
his hand to the ark of God and took 
hold of it, for the oxen shook it. 7 
The anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Uzzah; and God struck 
him there because he reached out 
his hand to the ark; and he died 
there beside the ark of God. 8 
David was angry because the 
Lord had burst forth with an out-
burst upon Uzzah; so that place 
is called Perez-uzzah, to this day. 
9 David was afraid of the Lord that 
day; he said, "How can the ark of 
the Lord come into my care?" 10 
So David was unwilling to take the 
ark of the Lord into his care in the 
city of David; instead David took it 
to the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord re-
mained in the house of Obed- 
edom the Gittite three months; and 
the Lord blessed Obed-edom and 
all his household. 12 It was told 
King David, "The Lord has blessed 
the household of Obed-edom and 
all that belongs to him, because 
of the ark of God." So David went 
and brought up the ark of God from 
the house of Obed-edom to the 
city of David with rejoicing; 13 and 
when those who bore the ark of 
the Lord had gone six paces, he 
sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 
David danced before the Lord with 
all his might; David was girded 
with a linen ephod. 15 So David 
and all the house of Israel brought 

with Ahio walking in front. 5 David 
and all the people of Israel were 
celebrating before the LORD with 
all their might, singing songs and 
playing all kinds of musical instru-
ments – lyres, harps, tambou-
rines, castanets, and cymbals. 6 
But when they arrived at the thresh-
ing floor of Nacon, the oxen 
stumbled, and Uzzah put out his 
hand to steady the Ark of God. 7 
Then the LORD's anger blazed out 
against Uzzah for doing this, and 
God struck him dead beside the 
Ark of God. 8 David was angry 
because the LORD's anger had 
blazed out against Uzzah. He 
named that place Perez-uzzah 
(which means "outbreak against 
Uzzah"). It is still called that today. 
9 David was now afraid of the 
LORD and asked, "How can I ever 
bring the Ark of the LORD back into 
my care?" 10 So David decided 
not to move the Ark of the LORD 
into the City of David. He took it 
instead to the home of Obed- 
edom of Gath. 11 The Ark of the 
LORD remained there with the 
family of Obed-edom for three 
months, and the LORD blessed 
him and his entire household. 12 
Then King David was told, "The 
LORD has blessed Obed-edom's 
home and everything he has be-
cause of the Ark of God." So David 
went there and brought the Ark to 
the City of David with a great cel-
ebration. 13 After the men who 
were carrying it had gone six 
steps, they stopped and waited so 
David could sacrifice an ox and a 
fattened calf. 14 And David danced 
before the 
LORD with 
all his might, 
wearing a 
priestly tunic. 
15 So David and all Israel brought 
up the Ark of the LORD with much 
shouting and blowing of trumpets. 
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Notes: 
The Ark Narrative served evidently as the basis for an annual ritual in celebrating the establishment of 

David’s reign at Jerusalem. Psalm 132 became, over time, an important part of that liturgical celebration, 
in that it celebrates the establishment of the ark at Jerusalem. The story here falls into two basic parts: (1) 
the first stage of moving the ark, vv. 1-11; (2) the final stage bringing the ark to Jerusalem, vv. 12-19. The 
Chronicler also divides out the story roughly into the same two segments (1 Chron. 13 and 15) with the 
insertion of additional material between (chap. 14). 

In the first stage, vv. 1-11, the story begins with an elaborate ritual involving several thousand soldiers 
traveling the nine miles northwest of Jerusalem to Baale-judah in order to fetch the ark, vv. 1-5. The Chroni-
cler has a slightly different interpretation of this event. 

with gladness. 13 And so it was, 
that when the bearers of the ark 
of the LORD had gone six paces, 
he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 
14 And David was dancing before 
the LORD with all his might, and 
David was wearing a linen ephod. 
15 So David and all the house of 
Israel were bringing up the ark of 
the LORD with shouting and the 
sound of the trumpet. 
-------------------------------------- 

17 So they brought in the ark 
of the LORD and set it in its place 
inside the tent which David had 
pitched for it; and David offered 
burnt offerings and peace offer-
ings before the LORD. 18 When 
David had finished offering the 
burnt offering and the peace offer-
ing, he blessed the people in the 
name of the LORD of hosts. 19 
Further, he distributed to all the 
people, to all the multitude of Is-
rael, both to men and women, a 
cake of bread and one of dates 
and one of raisins to each one. 
Then all the people departed each 
to his house. 

up the ark of the Lord with shout-
ing, and with the sound of the trum-
pet. 
------------------------------------ 

17 They brought in the ark of 
the Lord, and set it in its place, in-
side the tent that David had pitched 
for it; and David offered burnt of-
ferings and offerings of well-being 
before the Lord. 18 When David 
had finished offering the burnt of-
ferings and the offerings of well- 
being, he blessed the people in the 
name of the Lord of hosts, 19 and 
distributed food among all the 
people, the whole multitude of Is-
rael, both men and women, to 
each a cake of bread, a portion of 
meat, and a cake of raisins. Then 
all the people went back to their 
homes. 

------------------------------------------- 
17 The Ark of the LORD was 

placed inside the special tent that 
David had prepared for it. And 
David sacrificed burnt offerings 
and peace offerings to the LORD. 
18 When he had finished, David 
blessed the people in the name of 
the LORD Almighty. 19 Then he 
gave a gift of food to every man 
and woman in Israel: a loaf of 
bread, a cake of dates, and a cake 
of raisins. Then everyone went 
home. 

2 Sam. 6:1-5 
 1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, 

thirty thousand. 2 David and all the people with him set 
out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the 
ark of God, which is called by the name of the Lord of 
hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3 They carried 
the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, 
the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4 with the 
ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 5 David and 
all the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord with 
all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tam-
bourines and castanets and cymbals. 

1 Chron. 13:1-8 
1 David consulted with the commanders of the thou-

sands and of the hundreds, with every leader. 2 David said 
to the whole assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you, 
and if it is the will of the Lord our God, let us send abroad to 
our kindred who remain in all the land of Israel, including the 
priests and Levites in the cities that have pasture lands, 
that they may come together to us. 3 Then let us bring 
again the ark of our God to us; for we did not turn to it in the 
days of Saul." 4 The whole assembly agreed to do so, for 
the thing pleased all the people. 5 So David assembled all 
Israel from the Shihor of Egypt to Lebo-hamath, to bring the 
ark of God from Kiriath-jearim. 6 And David and all Israel 
went up to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim, which belongs 
to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, the Lord, 
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who is enthroned on the cherubim, which is called by his 
name. 7 They carried the ark of God on a new cart, from 
the house of Abinadab, and Uzzah and Ahio were driving 
the cart. 8 David and all Israel were dancing before God 
with all their might, with song and lyres and harps and 
tambourines and cymbals and trumpets. 

The ark had been under the care of Abinadab, 
David’s oldest brother. The ark was intended to be a 
protecting box (appx. 4’ long by 2 1/2’ wide and 2 1/2’ 
high) for various sacred objects when the tabernacle 
was set up in Sinai and then was located in the holy 
of holies in the temple that Solomon built. Symboliz-
ing the presence of God, the ark led the procession of Israelites after they departed from Sinai. Joshua 
brought it to Shiloh where it remained until the two sons of Eli wrongly carried it into a battle with Philistines 
where it was captured. Eventually, it was returned and came under the care of Abinadab until David de-
cided to bring it to Jerusalem in our narrative. Its religious significance by all of Israel made it an important 
part of David’s unifying strategy to bring together all twelve tribes under a unified rulership at Jerusalem. 
The entire procession was caught up in the joy and celebration of escorting the ark to Jerusalem. They 
danced and sang intensely before the Lord as the procession moved along the road back to Jerusalem. 

Unfortunately, the procession was marred by an accident. We discover a dark scene that both the 
deuteronomist and the chronicler describe: 

2 Sam. 6:6-11 
6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, 

Uzzah reached out his hand to the ark of God and took 
hold of it, for the oxen shook it. 7 The anger of the Lord 
was kindled against Uzzah; and God struck him there be-
cause he reached out his hand to the ark; and he died 
there beside the ark of God. 8 David was angry because 
the Lord had burst forth with an outburst upon Uzzah; so 
that place is called Perez-uzzah, to this day. 9 David was 
afraid of the Lord that day; he said, "How can the ark of the 
Lord come into my care?" 10 So David was unwilling to 
take the ark of the Lord into his care in the city of David; 
instead David took it to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 
11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed- 
edom the Gittite three months; and the Lord blessed Obed- 
edom and all his household. 

1 Chron. 13:9-14 
9 When they came to the threshing floor of Chidon, 

Uzzah put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen shook 
it. 10 The anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; he 
struck him down because he put out his hand to the ark; 
and he died there before God. 11 David was angry because 
the Lord had burst out against Uzzah; so that place is 
called Perez-uzzah to this day. 12 David was afraid of God 
that day; he said, "How can I bring the ark of God into my 
care?" 13 So David did not take the ark into his care into 
the city of David; he took it instead to the house of Obed- 
edom the Gittite. 14 The ark of God remained with the 
household of Obed-edom in his house three months, and 
the Lord blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that 
he had. 

Near the field of a Nacon where grain was threshed, the oxen pulling the cart carrying the ark made a move 
that shook the ark. Uzzah, a son of Abinadab (v. 3) who was driving the cart, reached back to stabilize the 
ark and to make sure it didn’t fall off the cart. In so doing, he touched the sacred ark, which was not 
supposed to be done under any circumstance. Consequently, he was punished with immediate death. 
This in turn both angered and scared David. So much so, that he decided not to bring the ark into Jerusa-
lem. Instead, he took the ark to an Obed-edom where it remained some three months. The Lord blessed 
this man who was taking care of the ark. 

Both narratives follow one another very closely in this segment of the story. One basic issue here is 
what was so bad about Uzzah’s action? Both texts provide very few clues as to why the divine punishment 
was so swift and so severe. A.A. Anderson (WBC, v. 11) offers a summation of various attempts to explain 
this: 

The Uzzah incident raises the question, “What was his error or transgression?” Hertzberg (279) notes that 
Uzzah had disregarded “the usual precautions taken when serving the ark” but since Uzzah acted on the spur of 
the moment to protect the ark, the punishment may appear rather harsh, irrespective of the possible meaning of 
lvh lu (see Mauchline, 224). A plausible explanation is that Uzzah, like Eleazar before him (1 Sam 7:1), may 
have been consecrated to have charge of the ark, and therefore he ought to have realized that the falling of the ark 
was really a sign, namely, Yahweh’s way of stopping the procession (cf. the remote parallels in 1 Sam 5:1–5; 
6:10–15). If so, not only the sacredness of the ark was an important factor but also the attempt (unintentional?) to 
frustrate or disregard the will of Yahweh; therefore also the consequences were so severe. Thus Dus (TZ 17 [1961] 
7) has remarked that Uzzah sinned in that he did not grant Yahweh the freedom to choose his own resting place. 
This incident could have been regarded also as a warning to David, especially if Yahweh was not consulted at the 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T50
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Abinadab&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1ch&NavGo=15&NavCurrentChapter=15
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=ark+of+the+covenant&section=0&version=nrs&language=en
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beginning of this undertaking. 
Some earlier commentators on this passage seek to link this episode with Numbers 4:1-6 which 

contain instructions for moving the ark. But several difficulties surface with this connection and make it 
unlikely that violation of these instructions stood as the reason for the divine punishment on Uzzah. 

Whatever the reason, it certainly caught David’s attention. Verse 8 has an interesting pun. The verbal 
expression “the Lord had burst forth with an outbust...” led to the spot being called “Perez-uzzah,” which 
means “bursting out against Uzzah.” Also interesting is the phrase “to this day.” Such expressions that pop 
up occasionally in the text signal the time of the writing of the text, which is clearly long after the event itself 
took place. 

The third scene in this passage is found in verses 12-15 and 17-19. The chronicler has a very different 
account of this part in 1 Chron. 15. The motivation in 2 Sam. 6:12a is omitted, and the remainder is 
described in much greater detail from a very different, more liturgical perspective. 

2 Sam. 6:12-15, 17-19 
12 It was told King David, "The Lord has blessed the 

household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, be-
cause of the ark of God." So David went and brought up 
the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of 
David with rejoicing; 13 and when those who bore the ark 
of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a 
fatling. 14 David danced before the Lord with all his might; 
David was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David and all 
the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with 
shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 
---------------------------------------- 

17 They brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its 
place, inside the tent that David had pitched for it; and 
David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being be-
fore the Lord. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt 
offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the 
people in the name of the Lord of hosts, 19 and distributed 
food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, 
both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of 
meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back 
to their homes. 

1 Chron. 15:1-16:3 
 1 David built houses for himself in the city of David, 

and he prepared a place for the ark of God and pitched a 
tent for it. 2 Then David commanded that no one but the 
Levites were to carry the ark of God, for the Lord had cho-
sen them to carry the ark of the Lord and to minister to 
him forever. 3 David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem to 
bring up the ark of the Lord to its place, which he had 
prepared for it. 4 Then David gathered together the de-
scendants of Aaron and the Levites: 5 of the sons of 
Kohath, Uriel the chief, with one hundred twenty of his 
kindred; 6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, with two 
hundred twenty of his kindred; 7 of the sons of Gershom, 
Joel the chief, with one hundred thirty of his kindred; 8 of 
the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, with two hun-
dred of his kindred; 9 of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, 
with eighty of his kindred; 10 of the sons of Uzziel, 
Amminadab the chief, with one hundred twelve of his kin-
dred. 11 David summoned the priests Zadok and Abiathar, 
and the Levites Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and 
Amminadab. 12 He said to them, "You are the heads of 
families of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your 
kindred, so that you may bring up the ark of the Lord, the 
God of Israel, to the place that I have prepared for it. 13 
Because you did not carry it the first time, the Lord our 
God burst out against us, because we did not give it proper 
care." 14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified them-
selves to bring up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 
And the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders 
with the poles, as Moses had commanded according to 
the word of the Lord. 16 David also commanded the chiefs 
of the Levites to appoint their kindred as the singers to 
play on musical instruments, on harps and lyres and cym-
bals, to raise loud sounds of joy. 17 So the Levites ap-
pointed Heman son of Joel; and of his kindred Asaph son 
of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari, their kindred, Ethan 
son of Kushaiah; 18 and with them their kindred of the 
second order, Zechariah, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, 
Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, 
and Mikneiah, and the gatekeepers Obed-edom and Jeiel. 
19 The singers Heman, Asaph, and Ethan were to sound 
bronze cymbals; 20 Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, 

Actually the chronicler continues this story through 
chapter seventeen in a very detailed presentation 
that gives much more significance to this event than 
is found in 2 Samuel. With his stronger theological 
focus upon the legitimacy of the southern kingdom 
and Jerusalem as the central capital for all the tribes, 
the moving of the ark to Jerusalem contains very 
powerful symbolism to legitimize this viewpoint. 

For the deuteronomist, the motivation for fetch-
ing the ark from the house of Obed-edom is sim-
pler: God had blessed this man for taking care of it. 
This reassured David that is was now safe to bring 
the ark to Jerusalem where God’s blessings would 
hopefully come on the city of David. 

No elaborate procession is described this time 
in 2 Samuel, although in 1 Chronicles 15 a very 
elaborate procession is described. This time the 
Levites are charged with the responsibility of carry-

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Num+4&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=ark+of+the+covenant
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Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah were to play harps 
according to Alamoth; 21 but Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, 
Mikneiah, Obed-edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah were to lead 
with lyres according to the Sheminith. 22 Chenaniah, leader 
of the Levites in music, was to direct the music, for he 
understood it. 23 Berechiah and Elkanah were to be 
gatekeepers for the ark. 24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, 
Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the 
priests, were to blow the trumpets before the ark of God. 
Obed-edom and Jehiah also were to be gatekeepers for 
the ark. 

25 So David and the elders of Israel, and the 
commanders of the thousands, went to bring up the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord from the house of Obed-edom 
with rejoicing. 26 And because God helped the Levites 
who were carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord, they 
sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams. 27 David was 
clothed with a robe of fine linen, as also were all the Levites 
who were carrying the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah 
the leader of the music of the singers; and David wore a 
linen ephod. 28 So all Israel brought up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord with shouting, to the sound of the 
horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and made loud music on 
harps and lyres. 29 As the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
came to the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked 
out of the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing; 
and she despised him in her heart. 

16.1 They brought in the ark of God, and set it inside 
the tent that David had pitched for it; and they offered burnt 
offerings and offerings of well-being before God. 2 When 
David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the 
offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name 
of the Lord; 3 and he distributed to every person in Israel— 
man and woman alike—to each a loaf of bread, a portion of 
meat, and a cake of raisins. 

ing the ark. 1 Chron. 15:13 assumes the reason for 
the severe problem at the beginning was ”Because 
you [priests & Levites] did not carry it the first time, the 
Lord our God burst out against us, because we did not 
give it proper care.” This time David was determined 
to “do it right.” 

The hesitancy still present is reflected in the state-
ment “when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone 
six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling” (v. 13). They 
walked just far enough to make sure everything was 
going to be okay and that they wouldn’t be punished 
for moving the ark. When it was clear that God was 
okay with moving the ark, they paused and wor-
shipped God with sacrifice, dancing and song. The 
rest of the trip was then characterized by joyous 
celebration. 2 Sam. 6:13-15 is paralleled by 1 Chron. 
15:26-28. 

Once in the city of Jerusalem the ark was placed 
in a tent that David had built for it, and a lengthy cel-
ebration and worship followed with the king’s gener-
osity to the people leading him to provide extensive 
food to everyone (vv. 17-19). 1 Chron. 16:1-3 de-
scribe this part of the story. 

What we see here is the pulling together of the 
religious life and the political/military life of the twelve 
tribes into a centralized location in Jerusalem. David 
stands in control of all of it as king. From this time 
forward, even to our day, Jerusalem will occupy a 
place of religious importance as few other cities in 
human history. 

How does this episode apply to our lives today 
religiously? The historical importance of this event 
is clear. But is there any religious connection to us? 

Bruce C. Birch (New Interpreter’s Bible) offers a couple of observations that may be helpful. 
1. There have been many occasions when 2 Samuel 6:1 has been used as a justification for dance and bodily 

movement as a part of Christian worship. It is no doubt true that dance was a more natural part of Israelite worship 
than our own, but such a use of this text misses its main point. Dance is not here simply a neutral method for the 
praise of God. David’s dancing before the ark as it is transferred to Jerusalem, the city of David, points to a pivotal 
transfer of political power and a transforming possibility for new theological understandings of God’s power in 
relation to public power. David’s intense personal involvement is either a genuine recognition and honoring of true 
power in the Lord (represented by the ark) or a manipulation of religious symbols for the sake of his own enhanced 
power. This account invites us to reflect on how thin the line is between these two possibilities..... 

3. It is the death of Uzzah that most often disturbs readers of this chapter. Why should he be struck dead for 
what seems a helpful act? It is unlikely that any response we may give will make us comfortable with this God who 
brings death rather than life. But the point of this strange and disturbing episode may well be that encounter with 
God is a risky business—not to be taken casually or lightly, as is frequently our custom. 

We know nothing about Uzzah. We do know that the ark was, by law, to be carried on poles by Levites, but 
it has instead been loaded on an oxcart (reminiscent of the Philistines in 1 Samuel 6:1). Was Uzzah responsible 
for this? Is his haste to prevent the toppling of the ark but his own attempt to avoid the consequences of poor 
judgment in transporting the holy presence? As a priest, did he not know that touching the ark is forbidden? Such 
questions cannot be answered, but the death of Uzzah can stand as a reminder of the danger of trying to manage 
God’s holiness. What should be reverence and awe before God gives way to the notion that we can put our hands 
on God. That way lies death—perhaps not as dramatic as Uzzah’s but just as fatal. Jesus called those who 
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thought they could control God’s holiness by their own efforts “whitewashed tombs . . . full of dead men’s bones” 
(Matt 23:27 NRSV). 

 b. Michal, an angry wife, vv, 16, 20-23 

NASB 
16 Then it happened as the 

ark of the LORD came into the city 
of David that Michal the daughter 
of Saul looked out of the window 
and saw King David leaping and 
dancing before the LORD; and 
she despised him in her heart. 
------------------ 

20 But when David returned to 
bless his household, Michal the 
daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David and said, "How the king of 
Israel distinguished himself today! 
He uncovered himself today in the 
eyes of his servants' maids as 
one of the foolish ones shame-
lessly uncovers himself!" 21 So 
David said to Michal, "It was be-
fore the LORD, who chose me 
above your father and above all his 
house, to appoint me ruler over the 
people of the LORD, over Israel; 
therefore I will celebrate before the 
LORD. 22 "I will be more lightly 
esteemed than this and will be 
humble in my own eyes, but with 
the maids of whom you have spo-
ken, with them I will be distin-
guished." 23 Michal the daughter 
of Saul had no child to the day of 
her death. 

NRSV 
16 As the ark of the Lord came 

into the city of David, Michal daugh-
ter of Saul looked out of the win-
dow, and saw King David leaping 
and dancing before the Lord; and 
she despised him in her heart. 
------------------- 

20 David returned to bless his 
household. But Michal the daugh-
ter of Saul came out to meet David, 
and said, "How the king of Israel 
honored himself today, uncovering 
himself today before the eyes of 
his servants' maids, as any vul-
gar fellow might shamelessly un-
cover himself!" 21 David said to 
Michal, "It was before the Lord, 
who chose me in place of your 
father and all his household, to 
appoint me as prince over Israel, 
the people of the Lord, that I have 
danced before the Lord. 22 I will 
make myself yet more contempt-
ible than this, and I will be abased 
in my own eyes; but by the maids 
of whom you have spoken, by 
them I shall be held in honor." 23 
And Michal the daughter of Saul 
had no child to the day of her 
death. 

NLT 
16 But as the Ark of the 

LORD entered the City of David, 
Michal, the daughter of Saul, 
looked down from her window. 
When she saw King David leap-
ing and dancing before the LORD, 
she was filled with contempt for 
him. 
------------------------ 

20 When David returned 
home to bless his family, Michal 
came out to meet him and said in 
disgust, "How glorious the king of 
Israel looked today! He exposed 
himself to the servant girls like any 
indecent person might do!" 21 
David retorted to Michal, "I was 
dancing before the LORD, who 
chose me above your father and 
his family! He appointed me as the 
leader of Israel, the people of the 
LORD. So I am willing to act like a 
fool in order to show my joy in the 
LORD. 22 Yes, and I am willing to 
look even more foolish than this, 
but I will be held in honor by the 
girls of whom you have spoken!" 
23 So Michal, the daughter of Saul, 
remained childless throughout her 
life. 

Notes: 
This portion of the narrative focuses upon David’s wife Michal and her disapproval of David’s actions. 

Michal’s story in the Old Testament has very tragic tones. D. Harvey, “Michal,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of 
the Bible, offers this summary: 

The younger daughter of Saul (I Sam. 14: 49). Saul learned that she loved David and offered her to David, making the 
bride price a hundred dead Philistines, and hoping in this way to entice David to his death (18:20-25). David, 
however, was successful in the ordeal, won great popularity, married Michal, and aroused Saul's jealousy still more. 
Finally, when Saul sent messengers to kill David, Michal contrived his escape (19:11-17). Saul then gave Michal to 
Paltiel son of Laish (I Sam. 25:44; II Sam. 3:15). Later, when David made his treaty with Abner, one of the terms of 
the agreement was that Michal should be returned to him. This was done, much to the grief of Paltiel (II Sam. 3:13- 
16). When David brought the ark to Jerusalem, and performed the wild dancing associated with the Canaanite cult 
as part of the ceremony, Michal rebuked him. David apparently retaliated by giving her "no child to the day of her 
death" (6:16-23). 

Our narrative touches on the last appearance of her in the biblical text. 2 Sam. 6:16 is paralleled by 1 
Chron. 15:29: “29 As the ark of the covenant of the Lord came to the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Michal&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1ch&NavGo=16&NavCurrentChapter=16
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of the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing; and she despised him in her heart.” This verse (as in 1 
Chron.) “interrupts” the joyous return of David and his entourage to Jerusalem with the ark of the covenant. 
She saw her husband dancing before the crowds of people in the procession and was embarrassed that 
a king would conduct himself in such a demeaning manner. After the celebrations and worship had ended 
in Jerusalem, she “met David at the front door” to unload her anger on him: 2 Sam. 6:20-23. The chronicler 
omitted this part. 

She accused him of impropriety before the young girls in his dancing and jubilance (v. 20): “When David 
returned home to bless his family, Michal came out to meet him and said in disgust, ‘How glorious the king of Israel 
looked today! He exposed himself to the servant girls like any indecent person might do!’”  Most likely, jealously 
motivated her more than shame and embarrassment about her husband’s actions. Add to that the ten-
sions between her father’s household and David’s, and you have a witch’s brew that can only spell trouble 
between a husband and wife. 

David’s response is found in vv. 21-22: “21 David said to Michal, ‘It was before the Lord, who chose me in place 
of your father and all his household, to appoint me as prince over Israel, the people of the Lord, that I have danced before 
the Lord. 22 I will make myself yet more contemptible than this, and I will be abased in my own eyes; but by the maids 
of whom you have spoken, by them I shall be held in honor.’" David reminded her that God had chosen him as 
king over her father’s family. Secondly, he stressed his willingness to identify with his people, even in 
behavior that seemed unbecoming for a king. Michal’s father evidently gravitated toward a regale attitude 
that distanced him from the people. She felt this was the proper behavior, and that David was being “too 
much like the boys” in behavior that was improper for young females to witness. He rejected outright this 
attitude with another reminder that, although she may despise him, these very young maidens would hold 
him in high honor as a king they could respect and also identify with. 

The punishment of Michal for her actions is set forth in verse 23: “And Michal the daughter of Saul had no 
child to the day of her death.” For a married woman of that time childlessness was one of the most embar-
rassing and severe punishments possible, short of death. Additionally, this final declaration is one of the 
signals in both the deuteronomist and chronicler accounts that the household of Saul is now virtually ruined 
and vanishing from influence in ancient Israel. 

The lessons to be learned from the Michal story? Several emerge. For one thing, the relationship 
between David and Michal had never been on solid footing. This episode brings it to an explosive level with 
the climax of divine punishment of Michal. Michal had been more a political prize for David than a woman 
he eventually came to love, in spite of her love for him (1 Sam. 18:20). She was a connection to Saul’s 
kingship while David was coming to power, but, once he reached power, relations with her began going 
down hill quickly. Marriages of convenience hardly ever produce healthy relationships and a happy family. 
Bruce Birch (New Interpreter’s Bible) has some insightful observations here: 

While it is clear that the confrontation between Michal and David is intended to address matters of Davidic and 
Saulide claims on the kingdom, the story is also revealing of gender politics in ancient Israel. Michal had boldly dared 
to love David and to make that love known (1 Sam 18:20). Yet, David is never said to have loved her, although marriage 
to her was politically advantageous to him. Three times Michal is given to a man as wife for political reasons (David, 1 
Sam 18:27; Paltiel, to spite David, 1 Sam 25:44; David again, as the price for alliance with Abner, 2 Sam 3:14-16). In all 
of this we lose sight of her love, for love was not allowed a role in such political matters. By 2 Sam 6:20-23, this love 
appears long dead. When her resentment pours out upon David, the text treats the issue as one of the legitimation of 
claims on the kingdom. Michal is always called the daughter of Saul, for she is used here as the representative of 
Saulide claims. 

But that is just the point: Michal is always getting used for claims other than her own. Her claim of love was given no 
power in her world. Her sad and bitter story may be used by the writer to further the men’s story of kingdom and power, 
but it reminds us that the books of Samuel know another reality that David ignores at his peril. The books of Samuel 
began in the Lord’s regard for another childless woman, Hannah. Hannah’s song testified to the Lord’s commitment to 
reverse the fortunes of the oppressed and the exploited. David has known this reversal of grace himself in his rise as 
God’s chosen one, from shepherd to king. As his kingdom interests bring Michal’s story to a bitter end, David is in the 
dangerous position of claiming to honor the Lord while completing the final humiliation of one who had once offered 
him love. Michal’s story anticipates the day when David will learn that even God’s chosen king must face God’s 
judgment for having been preoccupied with his own power and self-interest (the Bathsheba story, 2 Samuel 11:1–12). 
In reading Michal’s story, we do well to examine our own refusals of love for the sake of power, our own disregard of 
women’s interests as irrelevant to the public interest, our own efforts to honor the Lord while not fully honoring the 
priorities to which the Lord has called us. 

This family problem would signal the beginning of many such problems for David. Lord, deliver us from 
such! 
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‘ayrI)m.W 
‘dB’( dApïae rWgàx’ dwId̈”w> hw”+hy> ynEåp.li z[oß-lk’B. rKEïr>k;m. dwI±d”w> 14 

 h[‘ÞWrt.Bi hw”+hy> !Aråa]-ta, ~yliÞ[]m; laeêr”f.yI tyBeä-lk’w> ‘dwId”w> 15 
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‘rp”)Av lAqïb.W 
 Ÿhp’äq.v.nI lWaøv’-tB; lk;’ymiW dwI+D” ry[iä aB’Þ hw”ëhy> !Aråa] ‘hy”h’w> 16 

 ynEåp.li ‘rKer>k;m.W zZEÜp;m. ‘dwID” %l,M,Ûh;-ta, ar<Te’w: !ALªx;h; d[;äB. 
‘HB’(liB. Alß zb,Tiîw: hw”ëhy> 

 lh,aoêh’ %AtåB. AmêAqm.Bi ‘Atao WgCiÛY:w: hw”©hy> !Aråa]-ta, WabiøY”w: 17 

‘~ymi(l’v.W hw”ßhy> ynEïp.li tAl±[o dwIïD” l[;Y:”w: dwI+D” Alß-hj’n” rv<ïa] 
 ~[‘êh’-ta, %r<b’äy>w: ~ymi_l’V.h;w> hl’ÞA[h’ tAlï[]h;me dwIëD” lk;äy>w: 18 

‘tAa)b’c. hw”ïhy> ~veÞB. 
 èhV’ai-d[;w> vyaiämel. élaer”f.yI !Amåh]-lk’l. ~[‘øh’-lk’l. qLe’x;y>w: 19 

 %l,YEïw: tx’_a, hv’Þyvia]w: dx’êa, rP”åv.a,w> tx;êa; ‘~x,l,’ tL;îx; vyaiªl. 
‘At*ybel. vyaiî ~[‘Þh’-lK’ 

 ‘lWav’-tB; lk;Ûymi aceúTew: At=yBe-ta, %rEåb’l. dwIßD” bv’Y”ïw: 20 

 rv,’a] laeªr”f.yI %l,m,ä ~AY÷h; dB;’k.NI-hm; rm,aToªw: dwIëD” tar:äq.li 
 dx;îa; tAlßg>nI tAlïG”hiK. wyd”êb’[] tAhåm.a; ynE”y[el. ‘~AYh; hl’Ûg>nI 

‘~yqI)rEh’ 
 ‘%ybia’me( yBiÛ-rx;B’( rv,’a] hw”©hy> ynEåp.li èlk;ymi-la, édwID” rm,aYOæw: 21 

 lae_r”f.yI-l[; hw”ßhy> ~[;î-l[; dygI±n” ytiîao tWO”c;l. AtêyBe-lK’miW 
‘hw”)hy> ynEïp.li yTiÞq.x;fiw> 

 ‘tAhm’a]h’(-~[iw> yn”+y[eB. lp’Þv’ ytiyyIïh’w> taZOëmi ‘dA[ ytiL{Üq;n>W 22 

‘hd”be(K’ai ~M’Þ[i T.r>m;êa’ rv<åa] 
p ‘Ht’(Am ~Ayð d[;Þ dl,y”+ Hl’Þ hy”h”ï-al{) lWaêv’-tB; ‘lk;ymil.W 23 
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LXT 2 Samuel 6:1 kai. sunh,gagen e;ti Dauid pa,nta neani,an evx Israhl w`j e`bdomh,konta cilia,daj 2  kai. avne,sth 
kai. evporeu,qh Dauid kai. pa/j o` lao.j o` metV auvtou/ avpo. tw/n avrco,ntwn Iouda evn avnaba,sei tou/ avnagagei/n evkei/ 
qen th.n kibwto.n tou/ qeou/ evfV h]n evpeklh,qh to. o;noma kuri,ou tw/n duna,mewn kaqhme,nou evpi. tw/n Ceroubin evpV 
auvth/j 3  kai. evpebi,basen th.n kibwto.n kuri,ou evfV a[maxan kainh.n kai. h=ren auvth.n evx oi;kou Aminadab tou/ evn 
tw/| bounw/| kai. Oza kai. oi` avdelfoi. auvtou/ ui`oi. Aminadab h=gon th.n a[maxan 4  su.n th/| kibwtw/| kai. oi` 
 avdelfoi. auvtou/ evporeu,onto e;mprosqen th/j kibwtou/ 5  kai. Dauid kai. oi` ui`oi. Israhl pai,zontej evnw,pion 
kuri,ou evn ovrga,noij h`rmosme,noij evn ivscu,i kai. evn wv|dai/j kai. evn kinu,raij kai. evn na,blaij kai. evn tumpa,noij 
kai. evn kumba,loij kai. evn auvloi/j 6  kai. paragi,nontai e[wj a[lw Nwdab kai. evxe,teinen Oza th.n cei/ra auvtou/ 
evpi. th.n kibwto.n tou/ qeou/ katascei/n auvth.n kai. evkra,thsen auvth,n o[ti perie,spasen auvth.n o` mo,scoj tou/ 
katascei/n auvth,n 7  kai. evqumw,qh ku,rioj tw/| Oza kai. e;paisen auvto.n evkei/ o` qeo,j kai. avpe,qanen evkei/ para. th.n 
kibwto.n tou/ kuri,ou evnw,pion tou/ qeou/ 8  kai. hvqu,mhsen Dauid u`pe.r ou- die,koyen ku,rioj diakoph.n evn tw/| Oza 
kai. evklh,qh o` to,poj evkei/noj diakoph. Oza e[wj th/j h`me,raj tau,thj 9  kai. evfobh,qh Dauid to.n ku,rion evn th/|/ 
h`me,ra| evkei,nh| le,gwn pw/j eivseleu,setai pro,j me h` kibwto.j kuri,ou 10  kai. ouvk evbou,leto Dauid tou/ evkkli/nai 
pro.j au‘to.n th.n kibwto.n diaqh,khj kuri,ou eivj th.n po,lin Dauid kai. avpe,klinen auvth.n Dauid eivj oi=kon 
Abeddara tou/ Geqqai,ou 11  kai. evka,qisen h` kibwto.j tou/ kuri,ou eivj oi=kon Abeddara tou/ Geqqai,ou mh/naj 
trei/j kai. euvlo,ghsen ku,rioj o[lon to.n oi=kon Abeddara kai. pa,nta ta. auvtou/ 12  kai. avphgge,lh tw/| basilei/ 
Dauid le,gontej huvlo,ghsen ku,rioj to.n oi=kon Abeddara kai. pa,nta ta. auvtou/ e[neken th/j kibwtou/ tou/ qeou/ 
kai. evporeu,qh Dauid kai. avnh,gagen th.n kibwto.n tou/ kuri,ou evk tou/ oi;kou Abeddara eivj th.n po,lin Dauid evn 
euvfrosu,nh| 13  kai. h=san metV auvtw/n ai;rontej th.n kibwto.n e`pta. coroi. kai. qu/ma mo,scoj kai. a;rna 14  kai. 
Dauid avnekrou,eto evn ovrga,noij h`rmosme,noij evnw,pion kuri,ou kai. o` Dauid evndedukw.j stolh.n e;xallon 15  kai. 
Dauid kai. pa/j o` oi=koj Israhl avnh,gagon th.n kibwto.n kuri,ou meta. kraugh/j kai. meta. fwnh/j sa,lpiggoj 16 
kai. evge,neto th/j kibwtou/ paraginome,nhj e[wj po,lewj Dauid kai. Melcol h` quga,thr Saoul die,kupten dia. th/j 
quri,doj kai. ei=den to.n basile,a Dauid ovrcou,menon kai. avnakrouo,menon evnw,pion kuri,ou kai. evxoude,nwsen 
auvto.n evn th/| kardi,a| auvth/j 17  kai. fe,rousin th.n kibwto.n tou/ kuri,ou kai. avne,qhkan auvth.n eivj to.n to,pon auvth/ 
j eivj me,son th/j skhnh/j h-j e;phxen auvth/| Dauid kai. avnh,negken Dauid o`lokautw,mata evnw,pion kuri,ou kai. 
eivrhnika,j 18  kai. sunete,lesen Dauid sunanafe,rwn ta.j o`lokautw,seij kai. ta.j eivrhnika.j kai. euvlo,ghsen to.n 
lao.n evn ovno,mati kuri,ou tw/n duna,mewn 19  kai. dieme,risen panti. tw/| law/| eivj pa/san th.n du,namin tou/ Israhl 
avpo. Dan e[wj Bhrsabee avpo. avndro.j e[wj gunaiko.j e`ka,stw| kolluri,da a;rtou kai. evscari,thn kai. la,ganon avpo. 
thga,nou kai. avph/lqen pa/j o` lao.j e[kastoj eivj to.n oi=kon auvtou/ 20  kai. evpe,streyen Dauid euvlogh/sai to.n 
oi=kon auvtou/ kai. evxh/lqen Melcol h` quga,thr Saoul eivj avpa,nthsin Dauid kai. euvlo,ghsen auvto.n kai. ei=pen ti, 
dedo,xastai sh,meron o` basileu.j Israhl o]j avpekalu,fqh sh,meron evn ovfqalmoi/j paidiskw/n tw/n dou,lwn e`autou/ 
kaqw.j avpokalu,ptetai avpokalufqei.j ei-j tw/n ovrcoume,nwn 21  kai. ei=pen Dauid pro.j Melcol evnw,pion kuri,ou 
ovrch,somai euvloghto.j ku,rioj o]j evxele,xato, me u`pe.r to.n pate,ra sou kai. u`pe.r pa,nta to.n oi=kon auvtou/ tou/ 
katasth/sai, me eivj h`gou,menon evpi. to.n lao.n auvtou/ evpi. to.n Israhl kai. pai,xomai kai. ovrch,somai evnw,pion 
kuri,ou 22  kai. avpokalufqh,somai e;ti ou[twj kai. e;somai avcrei/oj evn ovfqalmoi/j sou kai. meta. tw/n paidiskw/n 
w-n ei=pa,j me doxasqh/nai 23  kai. th/| Melcol qugatri. Saoul ouvk evge,neto paidi,on e[wj th/j h`me,raj tou/ 
avpoqanei/n auvth,n 
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NASB 
1 Now David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and went 

with all the people who were with him to Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God which is called 
by the Name, the very name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned above the cherubim. 3 They placed 
the ark of God on a new cart that they might bring it from the house of Abinadab which was on the hill; and 
Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were leading the new cart. 4 So they brought it with the ark of God 
from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Ahio was walking ahead of the ark. 5 Meanwhile, 
David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the LORD with all kinds of instruments made of fir 
wood, and with lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets and cymbals. 6 But when they came to the threshing 
floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out toward the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen nearly upset it. 7 
And the anger of the LORD burned against Uzzah, and God struck him down there for his irreverence; and 
he died there by the ark of God. 8 David became angry because of the LORD'S outburst against Uzzah, 
and that place is called Perez-uzzah to this day. 9 So David was afraid of the LORD that day; and he said, 
"How can the ark of the LORD come to me?" 10 And David was unwilling to move the ark of the LORD into 
the city of David with him; but David took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 Thus the ark of 
the LORD remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months, and the LORD blessed Obed- 
edom and all his household. 12 Now it was told King David, saying, "The LORD has blessed the house of 
Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, on account of the ark of God." David went and brought up the ark 
of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladness. 13 And so it was, that when the 
bearers of the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 And David was 
dancing before the LORD with all his might, and David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the 
house of Israel were bringing up the ark of the LORD with shouting and the sound of the trumpet. 

16 Then it happened as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David that Michal the daughter of Saul 
looked out of the window and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised 
him in her heart. 

17 So they brought in the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent which David had pitched 
for it; and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 18 When David had finished 
offering the burnt offering and the peace offering, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts. 
19 Further, he distributed to all the people, to all the multitude of Israel, both to men and women, a cake of 
bread and one of dates and one of raisins to each one. Then all the people departed each to his house. 

20 But when David returned to bless his household, Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David and said, "How the king of Israel distinguished himself today! He uncovered himself today in the eyes 
of his servants' maids as one of the foolish ones shamelessly uncovers himself!" 21 So David said to 
Michal, "It was before the LORD, who chose me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me 
ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel; therefore I will celebrate before the LORD. 22 "I will be more 
lightly esteemed than this and will be humble in my own eyes, but with the maids of whom you have 
spoken, with them I will be distinguished." 23 Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her 
death. 
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NRSV 
 1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 David and all the people with 

him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name 
of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3 They carried the ark of God on a new cart, and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were 
driving the new cart 4 with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 5 David and all the house of 
Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines 
and castanets and cymbals. 

6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out his hand to the ark of God and 
took hold of it, for the oxen shook it. 7 The anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and God struck him 
there because he reached out his hand to the ark; and he died there beside the ark of God. 8 David was 
angry because the Lord had burst forth with an outburst upon Uzzah; so that place is called Perez-uzzah, 
to this day. 9 David was afraid of the Lord that day; he said, "How can the ark of the Lord come into my 
care?" 10 So David was unwilling to take the ark of the Lord into his care in the city of David; instead David 
took it to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite three months; and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household. 

12 It was told King David, "The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to 
him, because of the ark of God." So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed- 
edom to the city of David with rejoicing; 13 and when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six 
paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 David danced before the Lord with all his might; David was 
girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with 
shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 

16 As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the window, 
and saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. 

17 They brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had pitched for it; 
and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the Lord. 18 When David had finished 
offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of 
hosts, 19 and distributed food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to 
each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their 
homes. 

20 David returned to bless his household. But Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and 
said, "How the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering himself today before the eyes of his ser-
vants' maids, as any vulgar fellow might shamelessly uncover himself!" 21 David said to Michal, "It was 
before the Lord, who chose me in place of your father and all his household, to appoint me as prince over 
Israel, the people of the Lord, that I have danced before the Lord. 22 I will make myself yet more contempt-
ible than this, and I will be abased in my own eyes; but by the maids of whom you have spoken, by them I 
shall be held in honor." 23 And Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her death. 
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NLT 
1 Then David mobilized thirty thousand special troops. 2 He led them to Baalah of Judah F17 to bring 

home the Ark of God, which bears the name of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cheru-
bim. 3 They placed the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the hillside home of Abinadab. Uzzah 
and Ahio, Abinadab's sons, were guiding the cart 4 with the Ark of God on it, with Ahio walking in front. 5 
David and all the people of Israel were celebrating before the LORD with all their might, singing songs and 
playing all kinds of musical instruments – lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. 

6 But when they arrived at the threshing floor of Nacon, the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah put out his hand 
to steady the Ark of God. 7 Then the LORD's anger blazed out against Uzzah for doing this, and God 
struck him dead beside the Ark of God. 8 David was angry because the LORD's anger had blazed out 
against Uzzah. He named that place Perez-uzzah (which means "outbreak against Uzzah"). It is still 
called that today. 9 David was now afraid of the LORD and asked, "How can I ever bring the Ark of the 
LORD back into my care?" 10 So David decided not to move the Ark of the LORD into the City of David. He 
took it instead to the home of Obed-edom of Gath. 11 The Ark of the LORD remained there with the family 
of Obed-edom for three months, and the LORD blessed him and his entire household. 

12 Then King David was told, "The LORD has blessed Obed-edom's home and everything he has 
because of the Ark of God." So David went there and brought the Ark to the City of David with a great 
celebration. 13 After the men who were carrying it had gone six steps, they stopped and waited so David 
could sacrifice an ox and a fattened calf. 14 And David danced before the LORD with all his might, wearing 
a priestly tunic. 15 So David and all Israel brought up the Ark of the LORD with much shouting and blowing 
of trumpets. 

16 But as the Ark of the LORD entered the City of David, Michal, the daughter of Saul, looked down 
from her window. When she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she was filled with 
contempt for him. 

17 The Ark of the LORD was placed inside the special tent that David had prepared for it. And David 
sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings to the LORD. 18 When he had finished, David blessed the 
people in the name of the LORD Almighty. 19 Then he gave a gift of food to every man and woman in Israel: 
a loaf of bread, a cake of dates, and a cake of raisins. Then everyone went home. 

20 When David returned home to bless his family, Michal came out to meet him and said in disgust, 
"How glorious the king of Israel looked today! He exposed himself to the servant girls like any indecent 
person might do!" 21 David retorted to Michal, "I was dancing before the LORD, who chose me above your 
father and his family! He appointed me as the leader of Israel, the people of the LORD. So I am willing to 
act like a fool in order to show my joy in the LORD. 22 Yes, and I am willing to look even more foolish than 
this, but I will be held in honor by the girls of whom you have spoken!" 23 So Michal, the daughter of Saul, 
remained childless throughout her life. 
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1 Chron. 13:1-14 NRSV 
1 David consulted with the commanders of the thousands and of the hundreds, with every leader. 2 

David said to the whole assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you, and if it is the will of the Lord our God, 
let us send abroad to our kindred who remain in all the land of Israel, including the priests and Levites in the 
cities that have pasture lands, that they may come together to us. 3 Then let us bring again the ark of our 
God to us; for we did not turn to it in the days of Saul." 4 The whole assembly agreed to do so, for the thing 
pleased all the people. 5 So David assembled all Israel from the Shihor of Egypt to Lebo-hamath, to bring 
the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim. 6 And David and all Israel went up to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim, 
which belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, the Lord, who is enthroned on the cherubim, 
which is called by his name. 7 They carried the ark of God on a new cart, from the house of Abinadab, and 
Uzzah and Ahio were driving the cart. 8 David and all Israel were dancing before God with all their might, 
with song and lyres and harps and tambourines and cymbals and trumpets. 

9 When they came to the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzzah put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen 
shook it. 10 The anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; he struck him down because he put out his 
hand to the ark; and he died there before God. 11 David was angry because the Lord had burst out against 
Uzzah; so that place is called Perez-uzzah to this day. 12 David was afraid of God that day; he said, "How 
can I bring the ark of God into my care?" 13 So David did not take the ark into his care into the city of David; 
he took it instead to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14 The ark of God remained with the household of 
Obed-edom in his house three months, and the Lord blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that he 
had. 

1 Chron. 15:1-29 NRSV 
 1 David built houses for himself in the city of David, and he prepared a place for the ark of God and 

pitched a tent for it. 2 Then David commanded that no one but the Levites were to carry the ark of God, for 
the Lord had chosen them to carry the ark of the Lord and to minister to him forever. 3 David assembled all 
Israel in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the Lord to its place, which he had prepared for it. 4 Then David 
gathered together the descendants of Aaron and the Levites: 5 of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief, with 
one hundred twenty of his kindred; 6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, with two hundred twenty of his 
kindred; 7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, with one hundred thirty of his kindred; 8 of the sons of 
Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, with two hundred of his kindred; 9 of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, 
with eighty of his kindred; 10 of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, with one hundred twelve of his 
kindred. 11 David summoned the priests Zadok and Abiathar, and the Levites Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, 
Eliel, and Amminadab. 12 He said to them, "You are the heads of families of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, 
you and your kindred, so that you may bring up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel, to the place that I have 
prepared for it. 13 Because you did not carry it the first time, the Lord our God burst out against us, 
because we did not give it proper care." 14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up 
the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 And the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders with the 
poles, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the Lord. 16 David also commanded the chiefs 
of the Levites to appoint their kindred as the singers to play on musical instruments, on harps and lyres and 
cymbals, to raise loud sounds of joy. 17 So the Levites appointed Heman son of Joel; and of his kindred 
Asaph son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari, their kindred, Ethan son of Kushaiah; 18 and with them 
their kindred of the second order, Zechariah, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, 
Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, and Mikneiah, and the gatekeepers Obed-edom and Jeiel. 19 The singers Heman, 
Asaph, and Ethan were to sound bronze cymbals; 20 Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, 
Maaseiah, and Benaiah were to play harps according to Alamoth; 21 but Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, 
Obed-edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah were to lead with lyres according to the Sheminith. 22 Chenaniah, leader 
of the Levites in music, was to direct the music, for he understood it. 23 Berechiah and Elkanah were to be 
gatekeepers for the ark. 24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the 
priests, were to blow the trumpets before the ark of God. Obed-edom and Jehiah also were to be gatekeepers 
for the ark. 

25 So David and the elders of Israel, and the commanders of the thousands, went to bring up the ark of 
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the covenant of the Lord from the house of Obed-edom with rejoicing. 26 And because God helped the 
Levites who were carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord, they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams. 
27 David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as also were all the Levites who were carrying the ark, and 
the singers, and Chenaniah the leader of the music of the singers; and David wore a linen ephod. 28 So all 
Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouting, to the sound of the horn, trumpets, and 
cymbals, and made loud music on harps and lyres. 29 As the ark of the covenant of the Lord came to the 
city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing; 
and she despised him in her heart. 
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