Sunday School Lesson

2Sam. 11:1-27
by Lorin L. Cranford

Allrights reserved ©

A copy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at
http://cranfordville.com under Bible Studies in the Bible Study Aids section
A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them on and bring up the specified scripture passage
automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to
the lesson material.

Quick Links to the Study

|. Context Il. Message
a. Historical a. The First Sin, v. 1-5
b. Literary b. The Attempted Coverup, vv. 6-13

c. The Second Sin, vv. 14-25
d. Another Coverup, vv. 26-27a

The focus in this third study on David is his affair with Bathsheba. This is one of the very dark spots
in David’s career and as such becomes a warning to us about consistent obedience to our God.

L Context

In this third segment of our character study of the life of David, the external history here remains the
same as in the first study in 1 Sam. 17. Thus the relevant material, as summarized in the second study in
2 Sam. 6, will be repeated here.

a Historical

Regarding the external history, the essence of the first study on David’s life provides the needed
background for this study. Our passage is also a part of that cohesive history of the Israelites from the
exodus to the exile in Babylon of the southern kingdom. This material initially came into existence as
detached oral and written stories that were shared and memorized, then passed down from generation to
generation until assuming the finalized written form that we know. To be sure, segments most likely came
into written expression early on as well, but the bulk of the material existed in oral form for many centuries.
The earliest effort to begin the pulling together of large chunks of this material most likely began as a part
of the reforms instituted by Josiah (ca. 640 - 609 BCE) in the southern kingdom (2 Kings 23). But it reaches
the finalized form that we know either during the exile or just after it in the 500s BCE.

Our passage is a part of the David cycle of stories. The sources of material for understanding the life
of David have their origin in several places, as J.M. Myers (Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, s.v., “David,”
iPreach) summarizes:

The main sources are the books of SAMUEL and | Kings 1:1-2 (see KINGS, | AND I, § 1), paralleled, with

significant omissions and additions, in | Chr. 11-29 (see CHRONICLES, | AND II). Many of the materials of Samuel

and Kings are contemporary, or nearly so, with the times of David -- notably the court records of Il Sam. 9:1-20--and
are manifestly some of the most authentic historical writings of the OT.
David ruled Israel from 1000 to 962 BCE. He began with control over the southern tribes from Hebron, then
gradually consolidated his control over all twelve tribes.

The Bathsheba affair took place during a time of continued warfare with both the Philistines who occu-
pied the coastal region of the eastern Mediterranean Sea, and groups of people to the east of the Jordan.
In the Deuteronomic story of David, this incident is one of the episodes during the middle part of David’s
reign. We have no way of dating it precisely within the 1000 to 962 BCE time frame. But from the third
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David cycle, 2 Sam. chaps 1-24, it would seem to be located somewhere in the middle, or beyond, of that
appx. 40 year reign.

The particular enemies being opposed by David are identified in chapter ten as the Ammonites and the
Arameans. G.M. Landes (“Ammon, Ammonites,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, iPreach) summa-
rizes this period of the Ammonite history:

d. Israelite conquest of Ammon: Ammon as vassal state under David and Solomon (ca. 1000-922).
During the early years of the tenth century Israel’s new king, David, became a good friend of Nahash (Il Sam.
10:2). When Hanun, son of Nahash, succeeded his father on the Ammonite throne, conditions were soon created
for renewed conflict between Ammon and Israel (Il Sam. 10:3-5). The Ammonites sent for military assistance from
the S Aramean states of Beth-rehob, Maacah, and Tob (Il Sam. 10:6; | Chr. 19:6). The Aramean army quickly
descended into S Gilead and encamped before the Reubenite town of Medaba. When Joab reached the vicinity of
Rabbah, he discovered the Arameans already closing in (Il Sam. 10:9; | Chr. 19:10). He was forced to divide his
forces, sending the stronger and more capable troops against the Arameans, while leaving the rest to resist the
Ammonites (Il Sam. 10:9-10; | Chr. 19:10-11). Fortunately, the “picked men of Israel” were strong enough to beat
back the Aramean attack, while troops under ABISHAI held the Ammonites at bay (Il Sam. 10:13-14; | Chr. 19:14-
15). But the victory was not decisive. David therefore launched a devastating expedition against Aram, making it a
vassal (Il Sam. 8:5-6; | Chr. 18:5-6). In the following year he concentrated on Ammon, sending another strong army
under Joab’s leadership, which ravaged the Ammonite countryside and besieged Rabbah (Il Sam. 11:1, 22-24;
12:26; | Chr. 20:1). With the fall of Rabbah, Ammon became another Israelite vassal state.

Throughout the United Monarchy (ca. 961-922), Ammon remained subservient to Israel. It appears that David
appointed a viceroy from the old Ammonite royal family to rule over the land, for when David fled to Mahanaim,
among those who came to minister to him and his army was “Shobi the son of Nahash from Rabbah of the
Ammonites” (Il Sam. 17:27). Solomon probably continued David’s policy of keeping the governorship of Ammon
within the old royal family. Undoubtedly the Ammonites, while under Israelite suzerainty, shared in the wealth and
prosperity of the Solomonic era. Even before their conquest by David, they must already have had a successful
trading state. They were among the first of the Transjordan peoples to take full advantage of their position on the
edge of the Syrian Desert to gain substantial control of the camel-caravan routes for their own profit. In such an
ethnically diverse kingdom as Solomon’s, it was inevitable that cultural and religious syncretism would develop,
and we learn that among the foreign women Solomon loved were Ammonite women (I Kings 11:1), who eventually
influenced him to build a sanctuary to their god Milcom (see MOLECH) on the mountain opposite Jerusalem (I
Kings 11:7). The name of one of these Ammonite women, Naamah, mother of Rehoboam, is preserved by biblical
tradition (I Kings 14:21, 31; Il Chr. 12:13), which marks the first clear historical instance of Ammonite blood being
introduced into the Israelite royal family.

The Arameans were a nomadic group of people to whom Abraham belonged as a descendent from the
earlier groups. The LXX identifies them as Syrians. R.A. Bowman (“Arameans,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of
the Bible, iPreach) summarizes the history during the united monarchy of David and Solomon:

5. Arameans and Israelites. By the period of the judges (ca. 1225-1020) there was a strong concentration
of Arameans about the sources of the Jordan River, and small Aramean states lined the N and NE borders of the
land claimed by the Hebrews. E of the Sea of Galilee, contiguous to the regions claimed by Manasseh and
Naphtali along the W border of the land of Bashan, were two small states, Geshur and Maacah, which the
Hebrews could not conquer (Josh. 13:13). Geshur furnished for David’s harem the daughter of its king Talmai, and
she became the mother of Absalom (Il Sam. 3:3; 13:37-38). Her granddaughter Maacah became the wife of
Rehoboam (I Kings 15:2; Il Chr. 11:20-22) and a queen mother to the time of King Asa Il Chr. 15:16). It was to his
grandfather in Geshur that Absalom fled when he had killed his brothers (Il Sam. 13:37-38). The Arameans of
neighboring Maacah, closely associated with Geshur, are traditionally related to the Nahor Arameans of Harran
(Gen. 22:24), as are those of Tubihi (Tebah of Gen. 22:24) of Zobah (I Chr. 18:8 LXX). The capital of Maacah, Abel-
beth-maacah (Abil el Qamh), S of Dan, overlooking the marshes of Lake Huleh, temporarily protected Sheba after
his unsuccessful rebellion against David (Il Sam. 20:15). The tiny state of Tob, which sent troops against David (Il
Sam. 10:8), was located near Edrei in Transjordan, at Et-Tayyibe on the road from Bosra to Der’a; it was in Tob
that Jephthah sought asylum (Judg. 11:3-5).

Associated with Zobah and Maacah against David were the Arameans of Aram-beth-rehob || Sam. 10:8). This
state, among the Arameans hired by Ammon against David, was situated near the border of Hamath (Num. 13:21)
with the city Laish-dan in its valley (Judg. 18:28-29), near the source of the Jordan River. Tradition explains that the
Ammonites, who hired the Arameans, as well as their neighbors the Moabites, were also Arameans, related to
Abraham and the Nahor Arameans of Harran through Lot, son of Haran (Gen. 11:26-27; 19:30-38).

Most of the Aramean groups were small city-states relatively weak by themselves. The inscription of Zakir of

Hamath, as well as Il Sam. 8:10, indicates that they fought with one another and could readily be hired as
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mercenaries when it was to their own advantage (Il Chr. 16:1-4). The strength of the Arameans lay in their readiness
and ability to enter into more or less temporary alliances to meet an existing threat. At Qarqar, a “royal city” of

Hamath, a coalition of about eleven such

small states in 853 B.C. under the

leadership of Damascus fought the

Assyrians under Shalmaneser Il to a

stalemate and frustrated his plans to

subjugate all of Syria and Palestine.

The reign of David, thus, represents a
decisive turn in Israelite history. Previously
these people groups had either harassed
or dominated the Israelites, although David
had enjoyed relatively peaceful relation-
ships with many of them early on. 2 Sam.
10 becomes a turning point where David
subdues both these people groups as well
as others in an expansion of his kingdom
and the strengthening of it borders against
foreign invasion.
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As the map indicates, bott
groups lay in the transjordan region to
east and northeast of the promised land.

With 2 Sam. 10, we are prepared to
better understand the depths of David’s
foul deed with Bathsheba in chapter
eleven. His military successes with these
groups evidently created an arrogance
that would lead to disaster personally. And
that personal failure would bring trouble not
just for him and his family, but would plague
his reign and the Israelites people for cen-
turies to come.

b. Literary
2 Sam. 11 is a part of the third
David cycle of stories contained in 2 Sam-
uel that runs from 9:1 to 20:26. These epi-
sodes depict the middle period of David’s
reign where he is mostly concerned with
consolidating and securing his kingdom,
especially against foreign invaders who
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saw Israel as an attractive area for expansion of their territory. David had to fight enemies on both the
eastern and western sides of the promised land. Larry Bandstra (Reading the Old Testament) provides a
helpful outline of 1 and 2 Samuel that helps position our passage contextually.

. Samuel Cycle (1 Samuel 1-12)

A. Samuel’s Birth, Dedication and Early Ministry (1:1-4:1a)

B. The Travels of the Ark (4:1b-7:17)
C. Search foraKing (8:1-12:25)

Il. SaulCycle (1 Samuel 13-31)
A. Saul’s disobedience (13:1-15:35)
B. Saul versus David (16:1-31:13)

lll. David Cycle (2 Samuel 1-24)
A. David's rise to power (1:1-8:18)

Page 3 of 2 Sam. 11 Bible Study


http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=2+Sam+10&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=Arameans

B. Dynastic succession struggles (9:1-20:26)
C. David’s last days (21:1-24:25)
The literary genre (form) of chapter eleven is again straight narrative material, written in the typical

fashion of the Deuteronomic historian. For clearer understanding of the Bathsheba affair one must include
both chapters ten and twelve since chapter ten sets up the situation and chapter twelve brings the situation
with Bathsheba to its theological climax with the condemnation of David by the prophet Nathan. A.A. Ander-
son (vol. 11, Word Biblical Commentary, Logos Systems) provides some insight into the literary character
of chapter eleven:

From the literary point of view vv 1-27a are fairly self-contained and form a single narrative unit but theologically
they require chap. 12 for their completion because the story ends with an unrepentant David and without any divine
judgment or critique on his behavior.

McCarter (290) is convinced that chaps. 11-12 are yet another contribution from the same prophetic author
who produced 1 Sam 8:11-17 and similar passages. In his view, 11:1-27 may have been “received intact in the
prophetic writer’s source” while his own contribution may well be confined to 11:27b—12:26 or 11:27b-12:15a
(McCarter, 291).

Gunn (King David, 38—49) has stressed the importance of traditional motifs in the David stories, and his
general conclusion is equally valid for our particular chapter: “It is reasonable, therefore, to argue at the same time
both for there to be genuine historical antecedents to the story and for it to have acquired non-historical characteristics
through its transmission in tradition” (49). However, for us the practical differentiation is far from easy.

Message

The internal literary structure of chapter eleven is characterized by Anderson (WBC) as:

Chap. 11 deals with four main episodes which provide the basic structure of the narrative (see Augustin, BZ27
[1983] 150). In the present form of the narrative, v 1 serves as an introduction and provides the historical setting.
The first main event is David’s affair with Bathsheba (vv 2-5), followed by David’s efforts to tackle the unpleasant
consequences created by his adultery. So vv 6—13 narrate in a lively and moving manner how the king’s attempts
to deceive the cuckolded husband foundered on the unsuspecting Uriah’s loyalty and uprightness. Ackroyd (102)
has well remarked that “Uriah drunk is more pious than David sober!” The third episode (vv 14-25) depicts both
David’s scheme to murder Uriah and its eventual implementation. Essentially, it was a murder dressed up as a
hero’s death; this method must have been chosen because it provided a convenient final solution. The last episode
(vv 26-27a) concludes this series of events, both tragic and unsavory. The culprits receive theirimmediate “reward”
and they get each other: Bathsheba becomes David’s wife.

This is a common division of the subunits of material, and thus will become the basis for our study of
chapter eleven. Ganse Little (Interpreter’s Bible, exposition section) characterizes this in terms of a drama
from a narrative critical perspective that is a quite helpful summary of chaps 11 and 12:

It is first desirable to see clearly the story of David and Bathsheba in the intricate and highly dramatic
relationships of its various parts to the central theme. Some of its values are best apprehended when we study it
as drama of the most gripping and searching kind.

The Prologue.—(a) The temptation of the eye: common to all men, part of our physical heritage, not sin. (b)
The lustful thought: common to all men, the threshold of sin, to be fought against as contrary to the will of God
because contrary to the highest welfare of our neighbor. (c) The inner decision: sin. So Jesus in Matt. 5:28.

Act I. Scene 1.—David’s act of adultery with Bathsheba brings about the unexpected complication of
Bathsheba’s pregnancy.

Scene 2.—David’s clever strategem: the summoning of Uriah, an outstanding warrior, “one of thirty” (see
23:39); David’s desire probably not completely selfish—he wished to protect both Uriah and Bathsheba as well as
himself.

Scene 3.—The second unforeseen complication: Uriah’s high-minded (not suspicious) refusal to re-establish
intimate relations with his wife while the army was in the field (see Exeg. on 11:5-13).

Act ll. Scene 1.—David is unsuccessful in his attempt to secure protection through awakening drunken
desire in Uriah. Again David’s first thought is to protect Uriah’s home against the disastrous effects of Bathsheba’s
obedience to the king’s lust. David is revealed as not wanting to marry Bathsheba at this juncture, else he would
have instituted direct action from the beginning. David’s conscience hurts him as he foresees the tragic effects of
his own passing fancy.

Scene 2.—David signs Uriah’s death warrant. The Gordian knot is to be cut, failing fruitless efforts to untie it.
Sinis like quicksand; the more energetic the human effort to extricate oneself, the deeper the involvement.
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Scene 3.—Uriah is killed and David takes Bathsheba to wife. This was not mere lust, but neither can we
believe it was overwhelming devotion. The sentimentalizing of David’s relationship to Bathsheba does a disservice
to the biblical narrative and to the moral involved. The story nowhere indicates that David was especially devoted
to Bathsheba. A very helpful and illuminating commentary upon this whole relationship can be found in Gladys
Schmitt’s historical novel, David the King.® It has blemishes in its treatment of biblical fact at points in David’s
career, but its handling of David’s relationships with Bathsheba and with Solomon is masterly. David married
Bathsheba to protect himself, her, and her unborn child. His decision was based on pragmatic grounds more than
on love. Bathsheba’s feelings are not clear, due to the controlling circumstance of her own precarious position as
a married woman pregnant by another man, and as a woman (low status to begin with) completely subject to the
king’s will.

Actlll. Scene 1.—The visit of the prophet Nathan to the king. God is not mocked! The semisincere desire of
a “good” man to protect all concerned is sheerest hypocrisy in the light of the stark nature of sin in the sight of
God. Nathan’s courage is of a high order.

Scene 2.—The punishment: the death of the child. Symbolic of the worst result of sin: the suffering of the
innocent. James again assesses the inescapable relationship between immoral cause and tragic effect: “Then
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin; and sin when it is full-grown brings forth death” (Jas. 1:15).

Epilogue.—The birth of Solomon. God makes the wrath of men to praise him (Ps. 76:10). “How unsearchable
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!” (Rom. 11:33.) Solomon’s name of Jedidiah: “Favored of God.”
God’s mercy brings good out of evil. A very different idea from the pagan philosophy, “Why not do evil that good
may come?” (Rom. 3:8). The forgiveness of God utilized a result of David’s sin for the advancement of his sovereign
purpose for David’s kingdom. Maltbie D. Babcock’s hymn states the eternal truth both as to the discipline and the

forgiveness of sin:
This is my Father’s world,
O let me ne’er forget

That tho’ the wrong seems oft so strong,

God s the ruler yet

We will follow the more common division of the text for clarity’s sake:

a The first sin, v. 1-5

NASB

1 Then it happened in the
spring, at the time when kings go
out fo battle, that David sent Joab
and his servants with him and all
Israel, and they destroyed the
sons of Ammon and besieged
Rabbah. But David stayed at
Jerusalem. 2 Now when evening
came David arose from his bed
and walked around on the roof of
the king's house, and from the roof
he saw a woman bathing; and the
woman was very beautiful in ap-
pearance. 3 So David sent and in-
quired about the woman. And one
said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah
the Hittite?" 4 David sent messen-
gers and took her, and when she
came to him, he lay with her; and
when she had purified herself from
her uncleanness, she returned to
her house. 5 The woman con-

NRSV

1 In the spring of the year, the
time when kings go out to battle,
David sent Joab with his officers
and all Israel with him; they rav-
aged the Ammonites, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David re-
mained at Jerusalem. 2 It hap-
pened, late one afternoon, when
David rose from his couch and
was walking about on the roof of
the king's house, that he saw from
the roof a woman bathing; the
woman was very beautiful. 3
David sent someone to inquire
about the woman. It was reported,
"This is Bathsheba daughter of
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite."
4 So David sent messengers to
get her, and she came to him, and
he lay with her. (Now she was pu-
rifying herself after her period.)
Then she returned to her house.
5 The woman conceived; and she

NLT

1 The following spring, the time
of year when kings go to war,
David sent Joab and the Israelite
army to destroy the Ammonites. In
the process they laid siege to the
city of Rabbah. But David stayed
behind in Jerusalem. 2 Late one
afternoon David got out of bed af-
ter taking a nap and went for a stroll
on the roof of the palace. As he
looked out over the city, he noticed
a woman of unusual beauty tak-
ing a bath. 3 He sent someone to
find out who she was, and he was
told, "She is Bathsheba, the daugh-
ter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah
the Hittite." 4 Then David sent for
her; and when she came to the
palace, he slept with her. (She had
just completed the purification rites
after having her menstrual period.)
Then she returned home. 5 Later,
when Bathsheba discovered that
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ceived; and she sent and told sent and told David, "I am preg- she was pregnant, she sent a
David, and said, "l am pregnant."  nant." message to inform David.

Notes:

Verse one sets up the situation with a rather curi-
ous introduction: “1 In the spring of the year, the time when
kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and
all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.” Joab,
David’s military commander, is dispatched to take the
royal capital of the Ammonites. The actual taking of
the capital is narrated in 12:26-31. As is described in
the New Bible Commentary,

“It was normal for military enterprises to cease in the
winter months, so David resumed his operations against
Ammon In the spring. V 1 does not imply that David’s
duty was to accompany the army. His presence in per-
son was hardly necessary when an Israelite victory was
so certain. The Ammonites’ army was quickly destroyed
and their capital city besieged. By now the Israelite army
was powerful, and David’s position very secure. It is all
too often the case that a sense of ease and security is
the prelude to spiritual and moral failure.’

When David spotted Bathsheba taking a bath on a rooftop, she caught his attention and desire. Most
kings of that day would simply take such a woman into their harem, even though married, and no questions
would be asked by anyone in their kingdom. But the Israelites operated under a different code of conduct
that applied to everyone, even the king. Bathsheba (=daughter of Sheba) is identified as the daughter of
Eliam and the wife of Uriah, the Hittite. Interestingly, Bathsheba will surface in the genealogy of Jesus in
Matt. 1:6. Uriah belonged to a elite set of military troops, the “Thirty” (2 Sam. 23:39), which may indicate
nobility. Although of Hittie origin, he was a trusted member of the Israelite army. The probable reason for
Bathsheba taking a bath is indicated in 4b: it was a part of the purification process after completing her
menstruation period. David anticipated a “one-night stand” but when news reached him afterwards (v. 5)
that she was pregnant, David’s world changed dramatically.

The applications of these verses are obvious. Sexual relations with a woman other than one’s wife are
just as wrong today as they were for David. On that the Bible is very clear. The sixth commandment in the
Decalogue (Ex. 20:14 / Deut. 5:18) is very clear: “You shall not commit adultery.” The oral tradition on this was
widely understood and taught during David’s time; he knew this commandment well. Yet, in a moment of
temptation during a period of feeling power and authority from his military successes, he yielded to his
flesh and subsequently paid dearly for it. The inclusion of this story in the history of one of Israel’s greatest
kings reminds us of the Israelite and later Jewish willingness to face the dark sides of their heroes. Other
cultures of that era would have possibly narrated such a story as though it were a perfectly legitimate
action for royalty, or else would have omitted it from their records. In our day when sexual activity between
unmarried people is so common, these verses remind us again of the higher standards that God’s people
are held accountable to by Almighty God.

b. The attempted coverup vv. 6-13

NASB NRSV NLT
6 Then David sent to Joab, 6 So David sent word to Joab, 6 So David sent word to Joab:
saying, "Send me Uriah the Hit- "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And "Send me Uriah the Hittite." 7
tite." So Joab sent Uriah to David.  Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When  When Uriah arrived, David asked
7 When Uriah came to him, David  Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab and the army were
asked concerning the welfare of how Joab and the people fared, getting along and how the war was

Page 6 of 2 Sam. 11 Bible Study


http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=2+Samuel+12&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=2sa&NavGo=10&NavCurrentChapter=10

Joab and the people and the state
of the war. 8 Then David said to
Uriah, "Go down to your house,
and wash your feet." And Uriah
went out of the king's house, and
a present from the king was sent
out after him. 9 But Uriah slept at
the door of the king's house with
all the servants of his lord, and did
not go down to his house. 10 Now
when they told David, saying,

“Uriah did not go down to his
house," David said to Uriah, "Have
you not come from a journey?
Why did you not go down to your
house?" 11 Uriah said to David,
“The ark and Israel and Judah are
staying in temporary shelters, and
my lord Joab and the servants of
my lord are camping in the open
field. Shall | then go to my house
to eat and to drink and to lie with
my wife? By your life and the life
of your soul, | will not do this thing."
12 Then David said to Uriah, "Stay
here today also, and tomorrow |
will let you go." So Uriah remained
in Jerusalem that day and the
next. 13 Now David called him, and
he ate and drank before him, and
he made him drunk; and in the
evening he went out to lie on his
bed with his lord's servants, but
he did not go down to his house.

Notes:

and how the war was going. 8

Then David said to Uriah, "Go

down to your house, and wash

your feet." Uriah went out of the

king's house, and there followed

him a present from the king. 9 But
Uriah slept at the entrance of the
king's house with all the servants
of his lord, and did not go down to
his house. 10 When they told

David, "Uriah did not go down to
his house," David said to Uriah,

"You have just come from a jour-
ney. Why did you not go down to
your house?" 11 Uriah said to

David, "The ark and Israel and

Judah remain in booths; and my
lord Joab and the servants of my
lord are camping in the open field;
shall | then go to my house, to eat
and to drink, and to lie with my

wife? As you live, and as your soul
lives, | will not do such a thing." 12
Then David said to Uriah, "Remain
here today also, and tomorrow |

will send you back." So Uriah re-
mained in Jerusalem that day. On
the next day, 13 David invited him
to eat and drink in his presence

and made him drunk; and in the

evening he went out to lie on his

couch with the servants of his lord,
but he did not go down to his

house.

progressing. 8 Then he told Uriah,
"Go on home and relax." David
even sent a gift to Uriah after he
had left the palace. 9 But Uriah
wouldn't go home. He stayed that
night at the palace entrance with
some of the king's other servants.
10 When David heard what Uriah
had done, he summoned him and
asked, "What's the matter with
you? Why didn't you go home last
night after being away for so
long?" 11 Uriah replied, "The Ark
and the armies of Israel and Judah
are living in tents, and Joab and
his officers are camping in the
open fields. How could | go home
to wine and dine and sleep with
my wife? | swear that | will never
be guilty of acting like that." 12
"Well, stay here tonight," David
told him, "and tomorrow you may
return to the army." So Uriah
stayed in Jerusalem that day and
the next. 13 Then David invited him
to dinner and got him drunk. But
even then he couldn't get Uriah to
go home to his wife. Again he slept
at the palace entrance.

With the schattering words, “I am pregnant,” David then set out to ==
coverup his sinful action by bringing Uriah home from the battlefield in or- :
der to create the impression that Bathsheba’s child belonged to her hus-
band. A message was sent to the commander Joab to send Uriah home
from the battlefield with the outward intention to learn news of how the
campaign was going (vv. 6-7), but David’s true intention was to get Uriah
home so that he would sleep with his wife and “legitimize” Bathsheba’s
baby. Initially, he told Uriah to go home to refresh himself (v. 8) but Uriah’s
loyalty would not allow him to indulge himself in normal marital pleasures
while his comrades were still on the battlefield (v. 9). When David con-
fronted him the next morning with this (v. 10), Uriah responds with a sol-
emn oath of loyalty (v. 11). The battlefield at Rabbah was quite a distance
from Jerusalem to the northeast and evidently from Uriah’s depiction Joab
and mercenary units were conducting the campaign while the nationalarmy |
(“Israel and Judah”, v. 11) was still stationed at Jerusalem in reserve. David’s #?
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“plan B” then was to get Uriah drunk and send him home to his wife as the solution to the problem (v. 12-

13).

As we read this segment, the scene gets darker and darker. Sin, especially when exposed and poten-
tially damaging, always seeks a dark place to hide. Attempted coverup almost always accompanies this.
We are familiar with this in our culture and perhaps in our own lives over the years. What David did here is
not atypical. Instead, his actions characterize human nature, especially when it is sensitive to accountabil-
ity from both others and from God. Yet, hiding our sins and covering up our sins typically only leads to

worse sins, as vv. 14-25 illustrate.

Ironically, Uriah’s loyalty cost him his life. Had he given in and gone home, his life would have been

sparred.

c. The second sin, vv. 14-25

NASB

14 Now in the morning David
wrote a letter to Joab and sent it
by the hand of Uriah. 15 He had
written in the letter, saying, "Place
Uriah in the front line of the fierc-
est battle and withdraw from him,
so that he may be struck down
and die." 16 So it was as Joab kept
watch on the city, that he put Uriah
at the place where he knew there
were valiant men. 17 The men of
the city went out and fought against
Joab, and some of the people
among David's servants fell; and
Uriah the Hittite also died. 18 Then
Joab sent and reported to David
all the events of the war. 19 He
charged the messenger, saying,
“When you have finished telling all
the events of the war to the king,
20 and if it happens that the king's
wrath rises and he says to you,
‘Why did you go so near to the city
to fight? Did you not know that they
would shoot from the wall? 21
‘Who struck down Abimelech the
son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a
woman throw an upper millstone
on him from the wall so that he
died at Thebez? Why did you go
so near the wall?'--then you shall
say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite
is dead also.'" 22 So the messen-
ger departed and came and re-
ported to David all that Joab had
sent him fo tell. 23 The messen-
ger said to David, "The men pre-
vailed against us and came out

NRSV

14 In the morning David wrote
a letter to Joab, and sent it by the
hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter he
wrote, "Set Uriah in the forefront
of the hardest fighting, and then
draw back from him, so that he
may be struck down and die." 16
As Joab was besieging the city, he
assigned Uriah to the place where
he knew there were valiant war-
riors. 17 The men of the city came
out and fought with Joab; and
some of the servants of David
among the people fell. Uriah the
Hittite was killed as well. 18 Then
Joab sent and told David all the
news about the fighting; 19 and he
instructed the messenger, "When
you have finished telling the king
all the news about the fighting, 20
then, if the king's anger rises, and
if he says to you, "Why did you go
so near the city to fight? Did you
not know that they would shoot
from the wall? 21 Who killed
Abimelech son of Jerubbaal? Did
not a woman throw an upper mill-
stone on him from the wall, so that
he died at Thebez? Why did you
go so near the wall?' then you shall
say, "Your servant Uriah the Hittite
is dead too.' " 22 So the messen-
ger went, and came and told David
all that Joab had sent him to tell.
23 The messenger said to David,
“The men gained an advantage
over us, and came out against us
in the field; but we drove them

NLT

14 So the next morning David
wrote a letter to Joab and gave it
to Uriah to deliver. 15 The letter
instructed Joab, "Station Uriah on
the front lines where the battle is
fiercest. Then pull back so that he
will be killed." 16 So Joab as-
signed Uriah to a spot close to the
city wall where he knew the
enemy's strongest men were
fighting. 17 And Uriah was killed
along with several other Israelite
soldiers. 18 Then Joab sent a
battle report to David. 19 He told
his messenger, "Report all the
news of the battle to the king. 20
But he might get angry and ask,
‘Why did the troops go so close to
the city? Didn't they know there
would be shooting from the walls?
21 Wasn't Gideon's son
Abimelech killed at Thebez by a
woman who threw a millstone
down on him?' Then tell him, 'Uriah
the Hittite was killed, too." 22 So
the messenger went to Jerusalem
and gave a complete report to
David. 23 "The enemy came out
against us," he said. "And as we
chased them back to the city
gates, 24 the archers on the wall
shot arrows at us. Some of our
men were killed, including Uriah
the Hittite."
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against us in the field, but we

pressed them as far as the en-
trance of the gate. 24 "Moreover,
the archers shot at your servants

back to the entrance of the gate.
24 Then the archers shot at your
servants from the wall; some of
the king's servants are dead; and

from the wall; so some of the
king's servants are dead, and your
servant Uriah the Hittite is also
dead."

your servant Uriah the Hittite is
dead also."

Notes:

When it became clear that under no circumstances was Uriah going to sleep with his wife, then David
devised “plan C”: get rid of Uriah so he could “legitimately” marry Bathsheba. Bruce Birch (2 Samuel, New
Interpreter’s Bible, iPreach) has a helpful summation of these verses:

Itis chilling how easily cover-up plan shifts to murder plot. As before, it begins with a message from David to
Joab, but this time Uriah must carry the cruel order for his own death (v. 14). The letter orders Joab to place Uriah
in the midst of heavy fighting and withdraw support (v. 15). Thus Uriah is to be given a hero’s death in battle. He is
to be honored in death for the sake of preserving David’s honor in life. This section of the story is dominated by
forms of the verb “to die” (mn mat, vv. 15, 17, 21, 24, 26). God’s anointed king has become an agent of death. Self-
interested use of power has led David into a deadly chain of events from seizure to deception to death.

Joab quickly carries out David’s order, and Uriah is killed (vv. 16-17), but not without further cost. The effort to
expose Uriah leads to the death of others from among “the servants of David” (v. 17). This leads to an elaborate
reporting of events to David. Joab sends a messenger to David (v. 18) but anticipates that David will become angry
at the loss of troops that resulted from a foray so close to the city walls (vv. 19-20) and that he will recall the death
of Abimelech when a woman threw a millstone on him from the wall (v. 21; cf. Judg 9:50-55).284 If David responds
in this angry manner, the messenger is to add the news, “Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead too” (v. 21b).

In v. 22, the messenger makes his report to David, and the Hebrew text does not report an angry response on
his part. Nevertheless, vv. 23-24 report a speech by the messenger justifying the tactic that took them close to the
wall and cost lives among the servants of David. He ends with the news that Uriah was also dead. The Greek text
of these verses does include the angry response of David in virtually identical language to the anticipation of his
anger by Joab. This fuller text makes more sense out of the messenger’s defensive response and the mollifying
news of Uriah’s death.

David sends a callous and cynical response back to Joab (v. 25): “Do not let this thing be evil in your eyes, for
the sword devours now one, now another.” The NRSV and the NIV soften the opening phrase and in the process
lose a precise parallel with the closing comment of the chapter (v. 27b). David presumes to say that what has
happened is not an evil thing. It is just the unfortunate cost of war. Get on with the siege. David engages in a moral
cover-up to match the cover-up of his actual deeds. Perhaps he is trying to convince himself as much as Joab that
this was an act of war and not an act of murder. He is not so calmly accepting of the costs of war when the
reported death is that of his own son Absalom (18:33). David speaks as if the matter is finished. He imagines his
sinful deeds can be masked by the inevitable loss of life that takes place in war.

Now David has added to his sin of adultery the sin of murder (the commandment just before adultery in the
Decalogue; Exod. 20:13/ Deut. 5:17). In an interesting play on these two commandments -- perhaps with
this episode of David in mind -- James 2:10-11 declares: “10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one
point has become accountable for all of it. 11 For the one who said, "You shall not commit adultery," also said, “You
shall not murder." Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.“
Certainly David became a “transgressor of the Law” that God had established with Moses on Mt. Sinai.

What a warning these verses are to us! One sin leads to another and we find ourselves on a downward
spiral into ruin. Certainly this was where David was headed.

d. Another coverup, vv. 26-27a

NASB NRSV
25 Then David said to the 25 David said to the messen-
messenger, "Thus you shall say ger, "Thus you shall say to Joab,
to Joab, ‘Do not let this thing dis- "Do not let this matter trouble you,
please you, for the sword devours  for the sword devours now one

NLT
25 "Well, tell Joab not to be
discouraged," David said. "The
sword kills one as well as another!
Fight harder next time, and con-
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one as well as another; make your
battle against the city stronger and
overthrow it'; and so encourage

him." 26 Now when the wife of

Uriah heard that Uriah her hus-
band was dead, she mourned for
her husband. 27 When the time
ofmourning was over, David sent
and brought her to his house and
she became his wife; then she

and now another; press your at-
tack on the city, and overthrow it.'
And encourage him." 26 When the
wife of Uriah heard that her hus-
band was dead, she made lam-
entation for him. 27 When the
mourning was over, David sent
and brought her to his house, and
she became his wife, and bore him
ason.

quer the city!" 26 When Bathsheba
heard that her husband was dead,
she mourned for him. 27 When the
period of mourning was over,

David sent for her and brought her
to the palace, and she became
one of his wives. Then she gave
birth to a son.

bore him a son.

Notes:

Bathsheba followed traditional custom of going through a period of mourning for the death of her hus-
band -- without knowing the truth about his death. Then David achieves his plan C goal: to legitimatize the
illegitimate child by bringing Bathsheba into his household as his wife.

But this dastardly deed would not go unnoticed by God. The second part of verse 27, which sets up
chapter 12, declares: “But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord...” 2 Sam. 12:1-23 will describe two
expressions of God’s wrath on David: 1) the prophet Nathan publicly condemns David for what he has
done, thus exposing the truth (vv. 1-15a); and 2) the illegitimate child will die (vv. 15b-19). This prompts
David to reach out to God in repentance and remorse (vv. 20-23). Traditionally, Psalm 51 is thought to have
been the outcome of David’s repentance here.

One additional insight is important here, beyond the obvious. It is provided by Bruce Birch (2 Samuel,
New Interpreter’s Bible, iPreach) and grows out of tracing how this episode has been interpreted down
through the years:

Evidence that this story strikes close to home can be seen in the many efforts to soften the impact of the
story. This is apparent in the endless fascination with the tale of David and Bathsheba through the generations
and the many efforts to find some justification or mitigating circumstances that avoid the simple conclusion that
David, the hero of our story, has become an adulterer and a murderer. These efforts are seen not only in scholarly
treatments, from the ancient rabbis to modern academics, but also in numerous treatments of the David and
Bathsheba story in art, poetry, literature, and film.28

As modern readers, teachers, and preachers, we must face the harsh realities of the story and avoid the
temptation to soften them. To do so will mean countering many distorted readings of this story already presentin
past interpretation and popular cultural. These distorted readings take several forms:

Scapegoating. Perhaps the most common distortion of this story through the ages is the effort to portray
Bathsheba as a seductress or co-conspirator, thereby transforming David to some degree from perpetrator to
victim. The story gives us nothing explicit to substantiate such views and, in fact, shows little interest in Bathsheba
as a subject at all. Yet, the following excerpt from a turn-of-the-century treatment of this story has been typical of
many treatments of the episode down to the present: “No one of good moral character could have acted as she
did in her seduction and conquest of David. She doubtless exposed herself that the king might be tempted; she
willingly came to the palace when she was sent for; and conspired with David for the murder of her husband.”
This scapegoating of Bathsheba as the temptress who led David astray was present in some ancient rabbinic
efforts to soften David’s guilt, and it is still present in some church education curriculum treatments. Recent
movie and television treatments of the story uniformly show Bathsheba engaging in seductive behavior and
usually portray her as the initiator of the relationship by means of such behavior.28” Joseph Heller’s novel on David
has Bathsheba say, “I made up my mind to meet you. A king and all that too—who could resist? So | began
bathing on my roof every evening to attract you.”?® These efforts to make Bathsheba the initiator are unfortunately
consistent with a common defense in cases of the rape and abuse of women: “She asked for it.” Even the
NRSV’s and the NIV’s softening of the verb “take” to make David’s messengers merely “getting” Bathsheba (v.
4a) shows our unwillingness to face the coercion in David’s action. This would suggest that it might be difficult to
face similarly coercive behaviors between the sexes in our own experience.

Rationalizing. Another common effort to soften the harsh realities of this story is the search for mitigating
circumstances that help to explain, if not justify, David’s actions. In a 1985 film, King David, 2% Bathsheba reveals
to a shocked David that Uriah is an abusive husband, thus giving David a noble motive for the act of murder and
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the rescue of an abused woman. The ancient rabbis sought to lessen David’s guilt in a variety of ways. Some
claimed the chain of events was due to the marriage of a Hittite man to an Israelite wife and that the marriage to
David rectified that unacceptable state. Others claimed that Satan appeared as a bird and when David shot an
arrow at it, the screen shielding Bathsheba at her bath was toppled, and the chain of events was begun.?®®
Another form of rationalizing David’s great sin has been to claim that his repentance was correspondingly great,
as evidenced by Psalm 51:1. Such a traditional argument usually seems to mean that we can ignore the sordid
story of 1 Samuel 11:1.

Romanticizing. Some readers prefer to describe Bathsheba as the beautiful woman with whom “David fell in
love when he saw her bathing.” What better way to soften the harshness of this story than to make it a love story?
Indeed, David and Bathsheba often make the list of the world’s great lovers, alongside Romeo and Juliet, Anthony
and Cleopatra, and others. Hollywood could not resist this temptation, and many people’s view of this story is
colored by the sweeping romance of Gregory Peck and Susan Hayward in Darryl F. Zanuck’s 1951 film David and
Bathsheba.?®! This film presents Uriah as a soldier with no interest in his wife, David as lonely in his royal office,
and Bathsheba as a neglected wife who finds her true love in David. But the biblical text does not give us a
romance. David has no interest in an ongoing relationship or marriage until Bathsheba becomes pregnant, and
even then he prefers the solution of making Uriah the father. Romances do not begin with “taking” and end with
murder, and we romanticize this tale at our own peril. There is too much in present popular culture that romanticizes
violence and the abuse of women.

When we preach and teach this story, we must be clear: It is a story of a fallen hero. One cannot help recalling
David’s own lament over Saul and Jonathan, “How the mighty have fallen” (2 Sam 1:19). This time it is David who
has fallen, and the fall is not in battle but in moral character. The difficulty we have in facing the harsh reality of
this story is a testimony to the ease with which we excuse our own sin. But if we can face David’s sin for what it
is, we may better face our own. This theme will continue in the confrontation with Nathan in chap. 12.

To preach this story will require an honest facing of our own complicity with David. To face the sin of our
greatest biblical heroes can allow us to face our own impulses to use others for the fulfillment of our own desires
and to face the tragic ease with which we can become entangled in growing webs of sinful acts as we try to cover
up and avoid accountability for our own manipulation of others. This story is especially directed to those whose
positions of power, leadership, and influence provide constant opportunity for manipulating or exploiting those in
more vulnerable positions. Our newspapers today are filled with stories of those—from presidents to pastors—
who have abused the power of their offices for the fulfillment of their own self-interested desires or gains. Perhaps
we need to preach this bleak side of David’s story more often, not simply to point fingers at the sins of the mighty
but to acknowledge how often we excuse and emulate them.

Prof. Birch has powerfully reminded us of the human tendency to “water down” sin. In whatever way
possible, we want to diminish its seriousness and destructive consequences. But it has always been, and
remains, profoundly serious business with God. Anything that causes God’s Son to die on Calvary is
deadly serious business. We would do well to take it as seriously as God does. No matter how we try to
play down what David did -- as illustrated in the 300 plus year old painting below -- sin is sin and has
devastating consequences!
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1 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his
servants with him and all Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David
stayed at Jerusalem. 2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof
of the king's house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful in
appearance. 3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 4 David sent messengers and took her, and when she
came to him, he lay with her; and when she had purified herself from her uncleanness, she returned to her
house. 5 The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said, "l am pregnant."

6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." So Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When
Uriah came to him, David asked concerning the welfare of Joab and the people and the state of the war. 8
Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house, and wash your feet." And Uriah went out of the king's
house, and a present from the king was sent out after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house
with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 Now when they told David, saying,
“Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, "Have you not come from a journey? Why did you
not go down to your house?" 11 Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in temporary
shelters, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall | then go to my
house to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? By your life and the life of your soul, | will not do this thing."
12 Then David said to Uriah, "Stay here today also, and tomorrow | will let you go." So Uriah remained in
Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Now David called him, and he ate and drank before him, and he made
him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his bed with his lord's servants, but he did not go down
to his house.

14 Now in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 He had written
in the letter, saying, "Place Uriah in the front line of the fiercest battle and withdraw from him, so that he
may be struck down and die." 16 So it was as Joab kept watch on the city, that he put Uriah at the place
where he knew there were valiant men. 17 The men of the city went out and fought against Joab, and some
of the people among David's servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab sent and reported
to David all the events of the war. 19 He charged the messenger, saying, "When you have finished telling
all the events of the war to the king, 20 and if it happens that the king's wrath rises and he says to you, 'Why
did you go so near to the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21 '"Who struck
down Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall
so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?'--then you shall say, "Your servant Uriah the
Hittite is dead also.' " 22 So the messenger departed and came and reported to David all that Joab had
sent him to tell. 23 The messenger said to David, "The men prevailed against us and came out against us
in the field, but we pressed them as far as the entrance of the gate. 24 "Moreover, the archers shot at your
servants from the wall; so some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is also
dead."

25 Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab, ‘Do not let this thing displease you,
for the sword devours one as well as another; make your battle against the city stronger and overthrow it';
and so encourage him." 26 Now when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she
mourned for her husband. 27 When the time of mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his
house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the
sight of the LORD.
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1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and all
Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2
It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the roof of the
king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. 3 David sent
someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, "This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of
Uriah the Hittite." 4 So David sent messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now
she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and
she sent and told David, "l am pregnant.”

6 So David sent word to Joab, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When Uriah
came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. 8 Then David said
to Uriah, "Go down to your house, and wash your feet." Uriah went out of the king's house, and there
followed him a present from the king. 9 But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king's house with all the
servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 When they told David, "Uriah did not go down to
his house," David said to Uriah, "You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your
house?" 11 Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the
servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall | then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie
with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, | will not do such a thing." 12 Then David said to Uriah,
"Remain here today also, and tomorrow | will send you back." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On
the next day, 13 David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening
he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter he wrote,
"Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be struck
down and die." 16 As Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there
were valiant warriors. 17 The men of the city came out and fought with Joab; and some of the servants of
David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite was killed as well. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all the
news about the fighting; 19 and he instructed the messenger, "When you have finished telling the king all
the news about the fighting, 20 then, if the king's anger rises, and if he says to you, "Why did you go so near
the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech son of
Jerubbaal? Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died at Thebez?
Why did you go so near the wall?' then you shall say, "Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead too.' " 22 So the
messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23 The messenger said to
David, "The men gained an advantage over us, and came out against us in the field; but we drove them
back to the entrance of the gate. 24 Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall; some of the
king's servants are dead; and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also."

25 David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab, "Do not let this matter trouble you, for the
sword devours now one and now another; press your attack on the city, and overthrow it." And encourage
him." 26 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him. 27
When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore
him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord,
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1 The following spring, the time of year when kings go to war, David sent Joab and the Israelite army to
destroy the Ammonites. In the process they laid siege to the city of Rabbah. But David stayed behind in
Jerusalem. 2 Late one afternoon David got out of bed after taking a nap and went for a stroll on the roof of
the palace. As he looked out over the city, he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a bath. 3 He sent
someone to find out who she was, and he was told, "She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife
of Uriah the Hittite." 4 Then David sent for her; and when she came to the palace, he slept with her. (She
had just completed the purification rites after having her menstrual period.) Then she returned home. 5
Later, when Bathsheba discovered that she was pregnant, she sent a message to inform David.

6 So David sent word to Joab: "Send me Uriah the Hittite." 7 When Uriah arrived, David asked him how
Joab and the army were getting along and how the war was progressing. 8 Then he told Uriah, "Go on
home and relax." David even sent a gift to Uriah after he had left the palace. 9 But Uriah wouldn't go home.
He stayed that night at the palace entrance with some of the king's other servants. 10 When David heard
what Uriah had done, he summoned him and asked, "What's the matter with you? Why didn't you go home
last night after being away for so long?" 11 Uriah replied, "The Ark and the armies of Israel and Judah are
living in tents, and Joab and his officers are camping in the open fields. How could | go home to wine and
dine and sleep with my wife? | swear that | will never be guilty of acting like that." 12 "Well, stay here
tonight," David told him, "and tomorrow you may return to the army." So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day
and the next. 13 Then David invited him to dinner and got him drunk. But even then he couldn't get Uriah to
go home to his wife. Again he slept at the palace entrance.

14 So the next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and gave it to Uriah to deliver. 15 The letter
instructed Joab, "Station Uriah on the front lines where the battle is fiercest. Then pull back so that he will
be killed." 16 So Joab assigned Uriah to a spot close to the city wall where he knew the enemy's strongest
men were fighting. 17 And Uriah was killed along with several other Israelite soldiers. 18 Then Joab sent a
battle report to David. 19 He told his messenger, "Report all the news of the battle to the king. 20 But he
might get angry and ask, ‘Why did the troops go so close to the city? Didn't they know there would be
shooting from the walls? 21 Wasn't Gideon's son Abimelech killed at Thebez by a woman who threw a
millstone down on him?' Then tell him, ‘Uriah the Hittite was killed, too." 22 So the messenger went to
Jerusalem and gave a complete report to David. 23 "The enemy came out against us," he said. "And as we
chased them back to the city gates, 24 the archers on the wall shot arrows at us. Some of our men were
killed, including Uriah the Hittite."

25 "Well, tell Joab not to be discouraged," David said. "The sword kills one as well as another! Fight
harder next time, and conquer the city!" 26 When Bathsheba heard that her husband was dead, she
mourned for him. 27 When the period of mourning was over, David sent for her and brought her to the
palace, and she became one of his wives. Then she gave birth to a son. But the LORD was very dis-
pleased with what David had done.
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