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*************************************************************************** 

With this study we begin a unit on King David in an-
cient Israel, in the Smyth-Helwys Formation series. The 
four studies pick episodes out of David’s life at different 
ages from youth to “senior citizen.” Hopefully, these char-
acter studies will provide spiritual insight into living today, 
as well as how life functioned in ancient Israel. This first 
episode comes from David as a young person while still 
living at home in his father’s household. One of the best 
known episodes in this period of David’s life is with the gi-
ant Goliath. We first learned about it as children in Sunday 
School and/or Vacation Bible School. Songs still exist cel-
ebrating David’s victory. The heroic underdog theme at-
tracts us, especially as Americans. The victorious under-
dog image has much greater appeal than elsewhere in the 
world because of our cultural roots. 

I. Context 
In the Deuteronomic history material, that covers Deu-

teronomy, Joshua, Judges, 1-2 Samuel, and 1-2 Kings, 
both the historical setting and the distinctive literary style of 
story telling become especially important for clear and ac-
curate understanding of the scriptural text. Some attention 
to this needs to be given before approaching this fifty eight 
verse long episode. 

 a. Historical 
The external history has to do with the compositional history of 1 Samuel. Much of this is closely 

connected to the discussion below under literary genre. Let me give some attention of the name of the 
document, 1 Samuel, as a way to highlight some important aspects of the compositional history. Ralph 
Klein (WBC,  v. 10) has a helpful introduction: 

The designation of a portion of the Hebrew Bible as 1 Samuel is neither old nor particularly helpful. A more 
traditional unit might simply be Samuel, that is, what we today call 1 Sam 1 to 2 Sam 24. Apparently because of 
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the great length of “Samuel,” the LXX divided this material into two books, called 1 and 2 Kingdoms or 1 and 2 
Reigns (what we call 1 and 2 Kgs is 3 and 4 Kingdoms/Reigns in LXX). This division between 1 and 2 Samuel was 
introduced into the Hebrew Bible with the First Rabbinic Bible of 1517. Subsequent to its use in the Second 
Rabbinic Bible of 1524/1525 the division into two books has become standard. 

The division after 1 Sam 31 makes a certain amount of sense since this chapter reports the death of Saul. Yet 
the present division seems to split in two the story of David’s rise to power that begins in 1 Sam 16 and reaches 
its climax in 2 Sam 5. While 1 Samuel opens with the marvelous birth of Samuel, who is to play an important role 
in the book up to chap. 25 (or even to chap. 28 if one includes the incident with the Witch at Endor), some argue 
that the Samuel of chaps. 1–7 really carries on the tradition of the judges, and that the book divisions might better 
be placed between the end of the era of the judges and the rise of the monarchy in chaps. 8ff. 

Even the name Samuel is not altogether appropriate for the material of 1 and 2 Samuel since the prophet dies 
in 1 Sam 25, leaving the rest of 1 Samuel and the whole of 2 Samuel to go on without him. Samuel’s prominent role 
in the early chapters may have led to the association of his name with the book. At least as early as the Talmud, 
however, Samuel was also considered to be the author, especially of those chapters preceding his death. Subsequent 
chapters were attributed to Nathan and Gad. This theory of authorship seems to be based on 1 Chr 29:29 (“the 
Chronicles of Samuel the seer, and the Chronicles of Nathan the prophet, and the Chronicles of Gad the seer”). 
Critical scholarship, however, has a quite different understanding of the significance of this verse and of the 
question of the authorship of 1 Samuel. 

The internal history will seek to identify time/place indicators inside the passage as a way of under-
standing when and where this episode took place. Locating where this episode took place is largely a 
matter of identifying the geographical names contained inside the story. Verses 1-3 indicate the Philistines 
were camped at Ephes-dammim located between Socoh and Azekah. The Israelites were on the other 
side of the valley called Elah. Goliath came from Gath (v. 4) and David’s father lived in Bethlehem (in 
Judah) according to verse twelve. David was 
sent by his father from Bethlehem to Elah to 
take provisions to his brothers (vv. 19-22). 

The question becomes then: where is this 
valley? Three references to the valley of Elah 
surface in the Old Testament: 1 Sam. 17:2, 19; 
21:9 and all three are referencing David’s battle 
with Goliath. T.J. Jenney (Eerdman’s Bible Dic-
tionary) describes the location as 

The valley where the drama between David 
and Goliath was played out before Philistine 
forces and Saul’s militia (1 Sam. 17:2–3, 19; 
cf. 21:9 [MT 10]). The valley (Heb. meq h lâ, 
“valley of the terebinth”) is identified with the 
fertile Wadi es-Sant\ (“Valley of Acacia”), 14– 
15 km. (8–9 mi.) WSW of Bethlehem, and provides an entrance into the Judean hill country. The fortress Azekah 
(Tell ez-Zakarîyeh) stood guard at the passage to the valley. 

The Philistine forces positioned themselves on the western slopes near Azekah, and Saul and his forces 
camped in the strategic high country on the eastern side of the valley toward Socoh. The valley thus formed the 
battle line as the two military forces encamped on opposite sides. 

The above map gives an approximate location of Gath, and Elah is most likely located a ways north of Gath 
toward the Philistine town of Ekron. But the exact location of Gath is still not certain from archaeological 
investigation. The tendency is to identify it with the modern Tel es-Safi since the work of a team of 70 
archeologists began work there several years ago.  Gath was, however, one of the five major cities of the 
Philistines: Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gaza, Gath, and Ekron. Mentioned also are Socoh and Azekah. All of these 
towns are mentioned in Joshua 15:45-48 as having been given by Joshua to the tribe of Judah for con-
quest. By the time of our episode several hundred years later, it is apparent that this work of conquest had 
not been completed and thus the Israelites were caught up in warfare over possession of the territory. 

http://www.bridgesforpeace.com/publications/dispatch/archaeology/Article-8.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gath
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=jos+15:48&version=nrs&context=1&showtools=1
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 b. Literary 
Regarding the literary genre of this material, chapter seventeen is a part of what is labeled Deu-

teronomic History. This literary form provides a sense of unity and cohesive thought flow to these seven 
documents of the Old Testament. The themes first emphasized in Deuteronomy serve generally as a 
conceptual foundation for the remaining documents. Technical issues of the time and location of the emer-
gence of Deuteronomic history will not be treated in detail here. Two views have typically been held. The 
deuteronomists wrote in the Babylonic Exile as a way to warn the Israelites to never follow the path that led 
to exile again. Increasingly, the process is seen as at least a two stage pattern. During the reforms of 
Josiah the first edition of this material emerged, and later was revised to make it more relevant to the exlic 
situation. Most importantly is the way history was understood. Modern definitions of history differ enor-
mously from the views found in the ancient world. And the Deuteronomic view of history also sets it apart 
from many other ancient views. 

Deuteronomic history is the recounting of God’s relationship with his covenant people Israel. Other 
groups of people come into the picture only as they interact with the Israelites. Central to this is the vertical 
relationship of God-Israel. That relationship is measured in terms of Israel’s obedience/disobedience. At 
points, especially in 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings, a cycle of obedience/disobedience becomes the grid by 
which Israel’s faithfulness is measured. This cycle revolves around (1) Israel’s sin, (2) God’s punishment, 
(3) Israel’s repentance, (4) God’s forgiveness and restoration. 

History since the 1400s in western culture has been defined solely on a horizontal plane as interaction 
between people. Critical, objective concerns of modern history try to avoid evaluative judgments about the 
morality/immorality of those interactions. Scientific history is concerned only with identifying factually based 
significant events etc. of the past and seeking cause/effect ways of linking these events together in a 
progression of time. Since vertical dimensions (deity/humanity) lie beyond the boundaries of scientific 
history, no attempt is made to explore these, and certainly no evaluative assessments of them are at-
tempted. The divine comes into the historical picture only as religious tradition has shaped the thinking of 
humans and thus gives tone to the nature of their interaction. 

This huge difference between views of history often raises barriers against our attempts to make 
detailed sense out of these books of the Old Testament. To some degree we must shed our modern view 
of history, and also we must understand the deutoronomistic approach, if we’re going to understand clearly 
what these scripture texts are trying to communicate. 

The literary setting of 1 Samuel 17 must be cast against the larger context of the story line of the 
deuteronomist in telling the story of Israelite history. That picture is painted with very broad strokes. Next 
comes the more detailed strokes of the story of David as a part of that broader picture. Along the way the 
Chronicler’s picture of David will have to enter in, 
since his approach to history is somewhat different 
than that of the deuteronomist. 

The deuteronomic history begins with the occu-
pation of Canaan by the Israelites under Joshua and 
closes with the exile of the upper class survivors of 
the southern kingdom to Babylon in 583 BCE after 
about 500 years of occupation of Canaan. The David 
story stands as a part of the section on the rise of the 
monarchy after the period of the judges. The David 
story is contained in both 1 and 2 Samuel, as well as 
1 Chronicles 11 - 29. The setting of chapter seven-
teen of First Samuel  is the transitional period from 
Saul to David as the reigning monarch. It comes af-
ter Samuel has secretly anointed David to be Saul’s 
successor (16:1-13) and after David had come into 
the royal court as a musician to the king (16:14-23). 
This latter text creates some curiosity since in our 
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passage, chap. 17, King Saul doesn’t know the young boy David. Following the Goliath episode in chap. 
17, the narrative continues with the friendship bond between David and Jonathan, Saul’s son (18:1-9), the 
initial efforts of Saul to kill David (18:10-16) and David marrying Saul’s daughter, Michal (18:17-30). The 
Chronicler skips over this material to narrate the death of Saul (1 Chron. 10 which comes in 1 Sam. 31) 
followed immediately by the formal anointing of David as king (1 Chron. 11:1-3, which is picked up in 2 
Sam. 2). Thus the Goliath episode is found only in 1 Samuel and is not paralleled in Chronicles. 

II. Message 
In a summary of the episode Ralph Klein (WBC, v. 10) gives us a synopsis of the unfolding of the story: 

The account opens with Saul’s army lined up against the Philistines, with a valley in between (vv 1–3). A 
Philistine representative fighter stepped forward, whose armor and weapons are described in considerable detail 
(vv 4–7). He challenged the Israelites to select a man to meet him in single combat, with the results of this battle 
to determine the victor of the war itself, the losers becoming slaves of the winners. His challenge left Israel in great 
fear (vv 8–11). After David, his father and three of his brothers are introduced, his father sent him from Bethlehem 
to carry foodstuffs to his brothers who were encamped with Saul in the valley of the Terebinth (vv 12–19). Just as 
David arrived at camp, Goliath came forth to challenge Israel as before, and David heard the king’s promise to 
reward anyone who would take up this challenge (vv 20–25). David scorned the Philistine who had reproached the 
living God and asked repeatedly what rewards would come to the one who fought with the Philistine. While Eliab 
questioned David’s character and motivation, Saul heard about David and summoned him (vv 26–31). David offered 
to fight the Philistine, citing his success in delivering his flock from wild animals, and Yahweh’s help in these 
cases, as credentials for the task. Saul accepted his offer and gave him a blessing (vv 32–37). After trying on 
garments offered by the king, David declined them and chose instead a stick and a shepherd’s sling as weapons 
(vv 38–40). The Philistine taunted David for his lack of weapons and threatened to expose his body as carrion. 
David responded, calling on the protection of Yahweh, and threatened both the giant and the Philistine army with 
exposure as carrion (vv 41–47). After knocking the Philistine down with a slingstone, David cut off the Philistine’s 
head with his own sword. In an ensuing battle the Israelites routed the Philistines and pillaged their camps. David 
put the Philistine’s head in Jerusalem and his armor in his tent (vv 48–54). After the battle David was brought by 
Abner to Saul. With his foe’s head in his hands, David told the king he was Jesse’s son (vv 55–58). Jonathan loved 
David, and the two made a covenant with each other. Jonathan even dressed David in his own garments. Saul 
decided to keep David with him and put him in charge of the troops. This was a popular decision, and David proved 
successful in his military tasks (18:1–5). 

In dividing out the various “scenes” of the episode, the following unfold in a more natural sequence: (1) 
Goliath’s challenge (vv. 1-11); Jesse’s instructions to David (vv. 12-18); David’s experience on the battlefield 
(vv. 19-58). 

 a. Goliath’s Challenge, vv. 1-11 

NASB 
 1 Now the Philistines gath-

ered their armies for battle; and 
they were gathered at Socoh 
which belongs to Judah, and they 
camped between Socoh and 
Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2 
Saul and the men of Israel were 
gathered and camped in the val-
ley of Elah, and drew up in battle 
array to encounter the Philistines. 
3 The Philistines stood on the 
mountain on one side while Israel 
stood on the mountain on the other 
side, with the valley between them. 
4 Then a champion came out from 
the armies of the Philistines 

NRSV 
 1 Now the Philistines gath-

ered their armies for battle; they 
were gathered at Socoh, which 
belongs to Judah, and encamped 
between Socoh and Azekah, in 
Ephes-dammim. 2 Saul and the 
Israelites gathered and encamped 
in the valley of Elah, and formed 
ranks against the Philistines. 3 
The Philistines stood on the moun-
tain on the one side, and Israel 
stood on the mountain on the other 
side, with a valley between them. 
4 And there came out from the 
camp of the Philistines a cham-
pion named Goliath, of Gath, 

NLT 
1 The Philistines now mus-

tered their army for battle and 
camped between Socoh in Judah 
and Azekah at Ephes-dammim. 2 
Saul countered by gathering his 
troops near the valley of Elah. 3 
So the Philistines and Israelites 
faced each other on opposite hills, 
with the valley between them. 4 
Then Goliath, a Philistine cham-
pion from Gath, came out of the 
Philistine ranks to face the forces 
of Israel. He was a giant of a man, 
measuring over nine feet tall! 5 He 
wore a bronze helmet and a coat 
of mail that weighed 125 pounds. 
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named Goliath, from Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span. 
5 He had a bronze helmet on his 
head, and he was clothed with 
scale-armor which weighed five 
thousand shekels of bronze. 6 He 
also had bronze greaves on his 
legs and a bronze javelin slung 
between his shoulders. 7 The 
shaft of his spear was like a 
weaver's beam, and the head of 
his spear weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron; his shield-carrier 
also walked before him. 8 He stood 
and shouted to the ranks of Israel 
and said to them, "Why do you 
come out to draw up in battle ar-
ray? Am I not the Philistine and you 
servants of Saul? Choose a man 
for yourselves and let him come 
down to me. 9 "If he is able to fight 
with me and kill me, then we will 
become your servants; but if I pre-
vail against him and kill him, then 
you shall become our servants 
and serve us." 10 Again the Phi-
listine said, "I defy the ranks of Is-
rael this day; give me a man that 
we may fight together." 11 When 
Saul and all Israel heard these 
words of the Philistine, they were 
dismayed and greatly afraid. 

whose height was six cubits and 
a span. 5 He had a helmet of 
bronze on his head, and he was 
armed with a coat of mail; the 
weight of the coat was five thou-
sand shekels of bronze. 6 He had 
greaves of bronze on his legs and 
a javelin of bronze slung between 
his shoulders. 7 The shaft of his 
spear was like a weaver's beam, 
and his spear's head weighed six 
hundred shekels of iron; and his 
shield-bearer went before him. 8 
He stood and shouted to the ranks 
of Israel, "Why have you come out 
to draw up for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and are you not servants 
of Saul? Choose a man for your-
selves, and let him come down to 
me. 9 If he is able to fight with me 
and kill me, then we will be your 
servants; but if I prevail against him 
and kill him, then you shall be our 
servants and serve us." 10 And the 
Philistine said, "Today I defy the 
ranks of Israel! Give me a man, 
that we may fight together." 11 
When Saul and all Israel heard 
these words of the Philistine, they 
were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

6 He also wore bronze leggings, 
and he slung a bronze javelin over 
his back. 7 The shaft of his spear 
was as heavy and thick as a 
weaver's beam, tipped with an iron 
spearhead that weighed fifteen 
pounds. An armor bearer walked 
ahead of him carrying a huge 
shield. 8 Goliath stood and 
shouted across to the Israelites, 
"Do you need a whole army to 
settle this? Choose someone to 
fight for you, and I will represent 
the Philistines. We will settle this 
dispute in single combat! 9 If your 
man is able to kill me, then we will 
be your slaves. But if I kill him, you 
will be our slaves! 10 I defy the 
armies of Israel! Send me a man 
who will fight with me!" 11 When 
Saul and the Israelites heard this, 
they were terrified and deeply 
shaken. 

Notes: 
Once the scene is set in verses 1-3 that identifies the location in 

southwestern Judah about 14 miles west of Bethlehem, then Goliath 
steps front-center to offer his challenge to the Israelites, vv. 4-12. This 
segment begins with a rather detailed description of the giant (vv. 4-7), then moves to describe his verbal 
challenge to the Israelites. 

Since we have already explored the location in the Internal History section, the focus will be on the 
second and third segments. 

First, the description (vv. 4-7): “4 And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named 
Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 He had greaves of bronze on his legs 
and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, and his spear's 
head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him.” Ralph Klein (WBC, v. 10) de-
scribes in detail the exploration of the particulars here. In sum, Goliath stood 9 ft 9 in tall (Heb. MT text), 
although in the LXX text he is 6 ft 9 in. in height. In most calculations of the Hebrew number for weight of his 
armor, it would weigh about 126 pounds. The comparison to a weaver’s beam most likely emphasized not 
just size and weight, but the wrappings around it would have created a rifling motion giving it much greater 
accuracy. The description closely resembles a typical Aegean javelin. The iron tip weighed between 15 and 
16 pounds. Interestingly, this description overlaps a description of a different Goliath in 2 Sam. 21:15-22 at 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=2+Samuel+21&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1sa&NavGo=31&NavCurrentChapter=31
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several points. Most likely, the detailed description here is intended to heighten the accomplishment of 
David in killing Goliath. This has also been the point of emphasis down through the centuries of interpreta-
tion of this episode, as is reflected even today in the children’s song about David killing the giant. 

The third segment, vv. 8-11, contains Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army: “8 He stood and shouted to 
the ranks of Israel, ‘Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of 
Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we 
will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.’ 10 And the 
Philistine said, ‘Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may fight together.’ 11 When Saul and all Israel 
heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.” He challenged Saul to send out a 
representative to fight him and the victor would take all. At first this sounds intriguing. Two men in combat 
rather than two armies. Several ancient sources suggest this was not all that uncommon a practice. Five 
somewhat similar situations are described in 2 Samuel 21, where Goliath the Gittite is mentioned. The 
problem with the challenge was it reliability. The subsequent narrative indicates that after David’s victory, 
the Israelites attacked the Philistine army and killed most of them. In many of these other ancient narra-
tives, the same situation prevailed. The two men fighting one another didn’t prevent the two armies from 
engaging in battle afterwards. 

The bragging tone of Goliath is emphasized about as much as the details of his dare. Goliath sounded 
much like the Hollywood ape beating on his chest and strutting around to emphasize his prowess and 
superior strength. It, however, worked subce verse 11 stresses the fearful reaction of Saul and his army. In 
our narrative this serves again to heighten the level of David’s victory over the giant. 

What can we learn here that is relevant to our world? One thing is the reminder that warriors are not 
that different today than thousands of years ago. Men still strut around pounding their chests claiming 
superiority over opponents. The sensational entrances of professional wrestlers in the WWF on TV epito-
mizes this in our culture. 

Beyond this, what comes through from verses 1-11 is that this posture and style stands on the oppo-
site side of where God is. Arrogant and brash boasting of one’s own superiority have no place in the life of 
a follower of Jesus. Such is certain to be defeated ultimately by God’s help. 1 Sam. 2:9 makes that point 
clearly: “He [God] will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for not by might 
does one prevail.” 

 b. Jesse’s Instructions, vv. 12-18 

NASB 
12 Now David was the son of 

the Ephrathite of Bethlehem in 
Judah, whose name was Jesse, 
and he had eight sons. And Jesse 
was old in the days of Saul, ad-
vanced in years among men. 13 
The three older sons of Jesse had 
gone after Saul to the battle. And 
the names of his three sons who 
went to the battle were Eliab the 
firstborn, and the second to him 
Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 
14 David was the youngest. Now 
the three oldest followed Saul, 15 
but David went back and forth from 
Saul to tend his father's flock at 
Bethlehem. 16 The Philistine 
came forward morning and 
evening for forty days and took his 

NRSV 
12 Now David was the son of 

an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in 
Judah, named Jesse, who had 
eight sons. In the days of Saul the 
man was already old and ad-
vanced in years. 13 The three el-
dest sons of Jesse had followed 
Saul to the battle; the names of his 
three sons who went to the battle 
were Eliab the firstborn, and next 
to him Abinadab, and the third 
Shammah. 14 David was the 
youngest; the three eldest followed 
Saul, 15 but David went back and 
forth from Saul to feed his father's 
sheep at Bethlehem. 16 For forty 
days the Philistine came forward 
and took his stand, morning and 
evening. 17 Jesse said to his son 

NLT 
12 Now David was the son of 

a man named Jesse, an 
Ephrathite from Bethlehem in the 
land of Judah. Jesse was an old 
man at that time, and he had eight 
sons in all. 13 Jesse's three old-
est sons – Eliab, Abinadab, and 
Shammah – had already joined 
Saul's army to fight the Philistines. 
14 David was the youngest of 
Jesse's sons. Since David's three 
oldest brothers were in the army, 
they stayed with Saul's forces all 
the time. 15 But David went back 
and forth between working for 
Saul and helping his father with 
the sheep in Bethlehem. 16 For 
forty days, twice a day, morning 
and evening, the Philistine giant 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=2+Samuel+21&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1sa&NavGo=31&NavCurrentChapter=31
http://www.wwe.com/
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=1sa+2:9&version=nrs&context=1&showtools=1
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stand. 17 Then Jesse said to 
David his son, "Take now for your 
brothers an ephah of this roasted 
grain and these ten loaves and run 
to the camp to your brothers. 18 
"Bring also these ten cuts of 
cheese to the commander of their 
thousand, and look into the wel-
fare of your brothers, and bring 
back news of them. 

David, "Take for your brothers an 
ephah of this parched grain and 
these ten loaves, and carry them 
quickly to the camp to your broth-
ers; 18 also take these ten 
cheeses to the commander of 
their thousand. See how your 
brothers fare, and bring some to-
ken from them." 

strutted in front of the Israelite 
army. 17 One day Jesse said to 
David, "Take this half-bushel of 
roasted grain and these ten loaves 
of bread to your brothers. 18 And 
give these ten cuts of cheese to 
their captain. See how your broth-
ers are getting along, and bring 
me back a letter from them. " 

Notes: 
At this point (vv. 12-18), the scene shifts to David and takes us back to a prior time when David is still 

at home with his father in Bethlehem. In verses 12-16 we are introduced to David’s family as a backdrop to 
verses 17 and 18. Jesse is an Ephrathite in Bethlehem. This links this episode back to 16:1 where God 
instructs Samuel by saying, ”I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among 
his sons.”    The Ephrathites were a subdivision of the Calebites from the Bethlehem region according to 
Ruth 1:2, 4:11; 1 Chron. 2:19, 24, 50 etc.  Interestingly, in the Deuteronomic tradition David was the eighth 
son of Jesse (1 Sam. 17:12), while he is depicted as the seventh son of Jesse in 1 Chron. 2:15. 

Verses 12b - 15 make the point that Jesse was too old to go to battle and David was too young. Thus, 
the three oldest sons, Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah, were sent to represent Jesse’s contribution to 
Saul’s army to help fight off the Philistines. David as the youngest was in charge of herding his father’s 
flocks at Bethlehem. Also he served as a messenger boy between home and the battlefield in order to keep 
his father informed about his three oldest sons. This took place over a 40 day period while Goliath repeated 
his challenge to Saul daily (v. 16). 

Verses 17-18 shift to Jesse’s instructions to David. This sets up the battle between the boy and the 
giant: “17 Jesse said to his son David, ‘Take for your brothers an ephah of this parched grain and these ten loaves, and 
carry them quickly to the camp to your brothers; 18 also take these ten cheeses to the commander of their thousand. 
See how your brothers fare, and bring some token from them.’” Ralph Klein (WBC, v. 10) provides a helpful 
summary here: 

 By chance—though surely the narrator thinks nothing of this was accidental—Jesse sent David at this time of 
crisis with an ephah (about a half bushel) of roasted or parched grain to his sons in the army camp. Parched grain 
(cf. 1 Sam 25:18; 2 Sam 17:28; Lev 23:14; Ruth 2:14) and loaves of bread were favorite food for simple people 
(Krinetzki). Every detail is meant to underscore the human insignificance of David and his family! Ten slices of 
cheese were sent along for their commanding officer (v 18). Is he the same as the commander of the host, Abner 
(v 55), who later introduced David to Saul (cf. also 8:12)? David was instructed to ask how his brothers were doing 
and to pick up their “pledge.” This probably does not mean he was to take their pay back home to Jesse. Rather, 
the pledge is some token that would confirm the safe delivery of the goods and their own well-being (Hertzberg; 
Ackroyd, The First Book of Samuel). 
In seeking some relevant connections of these verses to our lives, one aspect that emerges is the 

importance of family connections. Our culture still has to send off our sons -- and now our daughters as 
well -- into combat in military service just as Jesse had to do here. That was and is an anxious time for the 
family. We see in these verses the importance of staying in touch with those who have gone off to war. 
Fortunately, in our technology oriented world this is now much, much easier to achieve. 

Also emerging is the emphasis upon David as a boy (most likely in late teens or early 20s) whom God 
was going to use in a spectacular manner to achieve victory over Israel’s enemies. David was a poor 
shepherd’s son but would become a great king through God’s leadership. The previous story (chap. 16) of 
his anointing by Samuel set the stage for this. Thus, the point is that no human or physical  traits of strength 
etc. were needed by God; just a willing heart to follow God into a dangerous situation. That’s again a 
challenge to most all of us today. Our first reaction to a challenge from God is to do what Moses did: try to 
excuse our way out of responsibility because of our deficiencies. David reflects an almost opposite trait, as 
will surface in the third segment (vv. 19-58). 
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 c. David’s battlefield Experience, vv. 19-58 

Notes: 
Because of the unusual length of this section I will forgo the initial listing of the verses before making 

comments. Instead, smaller segments will be listed as comments are made on each. The best division of 
these verses is not all that clear. In narrative critical approaches, one usually looks for indications of scene 
shifts coming mainly through space and time references. 

The first segment seems to be vv. 19-23, which gets us, the readers, caught up with v. 11 before the 
shift over to David in vv. 12-19. 

NASB 
19 "For Saul and they and all the 

men of Israel are in the valley of Elah, 
fighting with the Philistines." 20 So 
David arose early in the morning and 
left the flock with a keeper and took 
the supplies and went as Jesse had 
commanded him. And he came to the 
circle of the camp while the army was 
going out in battle array shouting the 
war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines 
drew up in battle array, army against 
army. 22 Then David left his baggage 
in the care of the baggage keeper, and 
ran to the battle line and entered in 
order to greet his brothers. 23 As he 
was talking with them, behold, the 
champion, the Philistine from Gath 
named Goliath, was coming up from 
the army of the Philistines, and he 
spoke these same words; and David 
heard them. 

NRSV 
19 Now Saul, and they, and all the 

men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, 
fighting with the Philistines. 20 David 
rose early in the morning, left the 
sheep with a keeper, took the provi-
sions, and went as Jesse had com-
manded him. He came to the encamp-
ment as the army was going forth to 
the battle line, shouting the war cry. 
21 Israel and the Philistines drew up 
for battle, army against army. 22 David 
left the things in charge of the keeper 
of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and 
went and greeted his brothers. 23 As 
he talked with them, the champion, the 
Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, 
came up out of the ranks of the Philis-
tines, and spoke the same words as 
before. And David heard him. 

NLT 
19 David's brothers were with Saul 

and the Israelite army at the valley of 
Elah, fighting against the Philistines. 
20 So David left the sheep with an-
other shepherd and set out early the 
next morning with the gifts. He arrived 
at the outskirts of the camp just as 
the Israelite army was leaving for the 
battlefield with shouts and battle cries. 
21 Soon the Israelite and Philistine 
forces stood facing each other, army 
against army. 22 David left his things 
with the keeper of supplies and hur-
ried out to the ranks to greet his broth-
ers. 23 As he was talking with them, 
he saw Goliath, the champion from 
Gath, come out from the Philistine 
ranks, shouting his challenge to the 
army of Israel. 

Verse 19 stands as a transition into this third segment and also links vv. 19-58 back to vv. 1-3 which 
introduce the entire episode. David carried out his father’s instructions to go to the battlefield, arriving there 
as the Israelite army was moving out of camp to the battlefield for the daily positioning in case a battle 
between the two armies broke loose. He dropped off his supplies etc. with the quartermaster at the camp 
and rushed on to the battlefield to greet his brothers. This occasioned the first encounter with Goliath who 
came out to make his daily harangue of the Israelite army. 

NASB 
24 When all the men of Israel saw 

the man, they fled from him and were 
greatly afraid. 25 The men of Israel 
said, "Have you seen this man who is 
coming up? Surely he is coming up to 
defy Israel. And it will be that the king 
will enrich the man who kills him with 
great riches and will give him his 
daughter and make his father's house 
free in Israel." 26 Then David spoke to 
the men who were standing by him, 
saying, "What will be done for the man 
who kills this Philistine and takes away 
the reproach from Israel? For who is 
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he 

NRSV 
24 All the Israelites, when they 

saw the man, fled from him and were 
very much afraid. 25 The Israelites 
said, "Have you seen this man who 
has come up? Surely he has come 
up to defy Israel. The king will greatly 
enrich the man who kills him, and will 
give him his daughter and make his 
family free in Israel." 26 David said to 
the men who stood by him, "What 
shall be done for the man who kills 
this Philistine, and takes away the re-
proach from Israel? For who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine that he 
should defy the armies of the living 

NLT 
24 As soon as the Israelite army 

saw him, they began to run away in 
fright. 25 "Have you seen the giant?" 
the men were asking. "He comes out 
each day to challenge Israel. And have 
you heard about the huge reward the 
king has offered to anyone who kills 
him? The king will give him one of his 
daughters for a wife, and his whole 
family will be exempted from paying 
taxes!" 26 David talked to some oth-
ers standing there to verify the report. 
"What will a man get for killing this 
Philistine and putting an end to his 
abuse of Israel?" he asked them. 
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should taunt the armies of the living 
God?" 27 The people answered him in 
accord with this word, saying, "Thus 
it will be done for the man who kills 
him." 28 Now Eliab his oldest brother 
heard when he spoke to the men; and 
Eliab's anger burned against David and 
he said, "Why have you come down? 
And with whom have you left those few 
sheep in the wilderness? I know your 
insolence and the wickedness of your 
heart; for you have come down in or-
der to see the battle." 29 But David 
said, "What have I done now? Was it 
not just a question?" 30 Then he turned 
away from him to another and said the 
same thing; and the people answered 
the same thing as before. 

God?" 27 The people answered him in 
the same way, "So shall it be done for 
the man who kills him." 28 His eldest 
brother Eliab heard him talking to the 
men; and Eliab's anger was kindled 
against David. He said, "Why have you 
come down? With whom have you left 
those few sheep in the wilderness? I 
know your presumption and the evil of 
your heart; for you have come down 
just to see the battle." 29 David said, 
"What have I done now? It was only a 
question." 30 He turned away from him 
toward another and spoke in the same 
way; and the people answered him 
again as before. 

"Who is this pagan Philistine anyway, 
that he is allowed to defy the armies 
of the living God?" 27 And David re-
ceived the same reply as before: 
"What you have been hearing is true. 
That is the reward for killing the giant." 
28 But when David's oldest brother, 
Eliab, heard David talking to the men, 
he was angry. "What are you doing 
around here anyway?" he demanded. 
"What about those few sheep you're 
supposed to be taking care of? I know 
about your pride and dishonesty. You 
just want to see the battle!" 29 "What 
have I done now?" David replied. "I was 
only asking a question!" 30 He walked 
over to some others and asked them 
the same thing and received the same 
answer. 

Verse 24 captures the reaction of the Israelite army when they heard Goliath’s words along with David 
and sets the stage for the next. They ran from the battlefield in fear. We get our first glimpse of David’s 
courage in vv. 25-27 when David asked about what kind of reward was Saul going to pay for killing Goliath. 
The religious aspect is also introduced here. David saw Goliath as insulting God by reproaching the Israel-
ites. 

The narrative shifts in vv. 28-30 to a conversation between David and Eliab, his oldest brother. The 
brother assumes in David a reckless curiosity about seeing war and turns on him in anger. One gets the 
feeling this heated confrontation between oldest and youngest brothers has happened before. David de-
fends himself and then turns to other Israelites to continue asking about what Saul would do for the one 
getting rid of Goliath. 

NASB 
31 When the words which David 

spoke were heard, they told them to 
Saul, and he sent for him. 32 David 
said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail 
on account of him; your servant will 
go and fight with this Philistine." 33 
Then Saul said to David, "You are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight 
with him; for you are but a youth while 
he has been a warrior from his youth." 
34 But David said to Saul, "Your ser-
vant was tending his father's sheep. 
When a lion or a bear came and took 
a lamb from the flock, 35 I went out 
after him and attacked him, and res-
cued it from his mouth; and when he 
rose up against me, I seized him by 
his beard and struck him and killed 
him. 36 "Your servant has killed both 
the lion and the bear; and this uncir-
cumcised Philistine will be like one of 
them, since he has taunted the armies 
of the living God." 37 And David said, 
"The LORD who delivered me from the 
paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear, He will deliver me from the hand 

NRSV 
31 When the words that David 

spoke were heard, they repeated them 
before Saul; and he sent for him. 32 
David said to Saul, "Let no one's heart 
fail because of him; your servant will 
go and fight with this Philistine." 33 
Saul said to David, "You are not able 
to go against this Philistine to fight with 
him; for you are just a boy, and he has 
been a warrior from his youth." 34 But 
David said to Saul, "Your servant used 
to keep sheep for his father; and when-
ever a lion or a bear came, and took a 
lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it 
and struck it down, rescuing the lamb 
from its mouth; and if it turned against 
me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike 
it down, and kill it. 36 Your servant has 
killed both lions and bears; and this 
uncircumcised Philistine shall be like 
one of them, since he has defied the 
armies of the living God." 37 David said, 
"The Lord, who saved me from the paw 
of the lion and from the paw of the bear, 
will save me from the hand of this Phi-
listine." So Saul said to David, "Go, 

NLT 
31 Then David's question was re-

ported to King Saul, and the king sent 
for him. 32 "Don't worry about a thing," 
David told Saul. "I'll go fight this Phi-
listine!" 33 "Don't be ridiculous!" Saul 
replied. "There is no way you can go 
against this Philistine. You are only a 
boy, and he has been in the army since 
he was a boy!" 34 But David persisted. 
"I have been taking care of my father's 
sheep," he said. "When a lion or a 
bear comes to steal a lamb from the 
flock, 35 I go after it with a club and 
take the lamb from its mouth. If the 
animal turns on me, I catch it by the 
jaw and club it to death. 36 I have done 
this to both lions and bears, and I'll do 
it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he 
has defied the armies of the living God! 
37 The LORD who saved me from the 
claws of the lion and the bear will save 
me from this Philistine!"Saul finally 
consented. "All right, go ahead," he 
said. "And may the LORD be with you!" 
38 Then Saul gave David his own ar-
mor – a bronze helmet and a coat of 
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of this Philistine." And Saul said to 
David, "Go, and may the LORD be with 
you." 38 Then Saul clothed David with 
his garments and put a bronze helmet 
on his head, and he clothed him with 
armor. 39 David girded his sword over 
his armor and tried to walk, for he had 
not tested them. So David said to Saul, 
"I cannot go with these, for I have not 
tested {them.}" And David took them 
off. 40 He took his stick in his hand 
and chose for himself five smooth 
stones from the brook, and put them 
in the shepherd's bag which he had, 
even in his} pouch, and his sling was 
in his hand; and he approached the 
Philistine. 

and may the Lord be with you!" 38 Saul 
clothed David with his armor; he put a 
bronze helmet on his head and clothed 
him with a coat of mail. 39 David 
strapped Saul's sword over the armor, 
and he tried in vain to walk, for he was 
not used to them. Then David said to 
Saul, "I cannot walk with these; for I 
am not used to them." So David re-
moved them. 40 Then he took his staff 
in his hand, and chose five smooth 
stones from the wadi, and put them in 
his shepherd's bag, in the pouch; his 
sling was in his hand, and he drew 
near to the Philistine. 

mail. 39 David put it on, strapped the 
sword over it, and took a step or two 
to see what it was like, for he had never 
worn such things before. "I can't go in 
these," he protested. "I'm not used to 
them." So he took them off again. 40 
He picked up five smooth stones from 
a stream and put them in his 
shepherd's bag. Then, armed only with 
his shepherd's staff and sling, he 
started across to fight Goliath. 

This scene, vv. 31-40, moves to the conversation of David with King Saul. Through the exchanges 
back and forth, David shines as the heroic figure who is confident of God’s leadership and of victory, while 
Saul comes across as focused on the human side of David’s youth and inexperience in battle. Saul relents 
to allow David to fight Goliath but insists that David be outfitted as a soldier. David, unaccustomed to 
wearing these, reverts back to his shepherd boy’s clothes and prepares to meet Goliath just as he did in 
protecting his father’s sheep from bears etc. The irony of this scene is a young boy admonishing a power-
ful king. Just another heightening of emphasis upon the heroic qualities of David that would make the 
victory more significant. 

NASB 
1 Then the Philistine came on and 

approached David, with the shield- 
bearer in front of him. 42 When the 
Philistine looked and saw David, he 
disdained him; for he was but a youth, 
and ruddy, with a handsome appear-
ance. 43 The Philistine said to David, 
"Am I a dog, that you come to me 
with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods. 44 The Philistine 
also said to David, "Come to me, and 
I will give your flesh to the birds of the 
sky and the beasts of the field." 45 
Then David said to the Philistine, "You 
come to me with a sword, a spear, 
and a javelin, but I come to you in the 
name of the LORD of hosts, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have 
taunted. 46 "This day the LORD will 
deliver you up into my hands, and I 
will strike you down and remove your 
head from you. And I will give the dead 
bodies of the army of the Philistines 
this day to the birds of the sky and 
the wild beasts of the earth, that all 
the earth may know that there is a 
God in Israel, 47 and that all this as-
sembly may know that the LORD does 
not deliver by sword or by spear; for 

NRSV 
41 The Philistine came on and 

drew near to David, with his shield- 
bearer in front of him. 42 When the 
Philistine looked and saw David, he 
disdained him, for he was only a youth, 
ruddy and handsome in appearance. 
43 The Philistine said to David, "Am I 
a dog, that you come to me with 
sticks?" And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods. 44 The Philistine 
said to David, "Come to me, and I will 
give your flesh to the birds of the air 
and to the wild animals of the field." 
45 But David said to the Philistine, 
"You come to me with sword and spear 
and javelin; but I come to you in the 
name of the Lord of hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have 
defied. 46 This very day the Lord will 
deliver you into my hand, and I will 
strike you down and cut off your head; 
and I will give the dead bodies of the 
Philistine army this very day to the 
birds of the air and to the wild animals 
of the earth, so that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel, 47 
and that all this assembly may know 
that the Lord does not save by sword 
and spear; for the battle is the Lord's 

NLT 
41 Goliath walked out toward 

David with his shield bearer ahead of 
him, 42 sneering in contempt at this 
ruddy-faced boy. 43 "Am I a dog," he 
roared at David, "that you come at me 
with a stick?" And he cursed David by 
the names of his gods. 44 "Come over 
here, and I'll give your flesh to the birds 
and wild animals!" Goliath yelled. 45 
David shouted in reply, "You come to 
me with sword, spear, and javelin, but 
I come to you in the name of the LORD 
Almighty – the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied. 46 To-
day the LORD will conquer you, and I 
will kill you and cut off your head. And 
then I will give the dead bodies of your 
men to the birds and wild animals, and 
the whole world will know that there is 
a God in Israel! 47 And everyone will 
know that the LORD does not need 
weapons to rescue his people. It is 
his battle, not ours. The LORD will give 
you to us!" 48 As Goliath moved closer 
to attack, David quickly ran out to 
meet him. 49 Reaching into his 
shepherd's bag and taking out a stone, 
he hurled it from his sling and hit the 
Philistine in the forehead. The stone 
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the battle is the LORD'S and He will 
give you into our hands." 48 Then it 
happened when the Philistine rose and 
came and drew near to meet David, 
that David ran quickly toward the battle 
line to meet the Philistine. 49 And 
David put his hand into his bag and 
took from it a stone and slung it, and 
struck the Philistine on his forehead. 
And the stone sank into his forehead, 
so that he fell on his face to the 
ground. 50 Thus David prevailed over 
the Philistine with a sling and a stone, 
and he struck the Philistine and killed 
him; but there was no sword in David's 
hand. 51 Then David ran and stood over 
the Philistine and took his sword and 
drew it out of its sheath and killed him, 
and cut off his head with it. 

and he will give you into our hand." 48 
When the Philistine drew nearer to 
meet David, David ran quickly toward 
the battle line to meet the Philistine. 
49 David put his hand in his bag, took 
out a stone, slung it, and struck the 
Philistine on his forehead; the stone 
sank into his forehead, and he fell face 
down on the ground. 50 So David pre-
vailed over the Philistine with a sling 
and a stone, striking down the Philis-
tine and killing him; there was no sword 
in David's hand. 51 Then David ran and 
stood over the Philistine; he grasped 
his sword, drew it out of its sheath, 
and killed him; then he cut off his head 
with it. 

sank in, and Goliath stumbled and fell 
face downward to the ground. 50 So 
David triumphed over the Philistine gi-
ant with only a stone and sling. And 
since he had no sword, 51 he ran over 
and pulled Goliath's sword from its 
sheath. David used it to kill the giant 
and cut off his head. 

This scene, vv. 41-51a, describes the actual battle between David and Goliath. It begins with a hostile 
exchange of words between the two, vv. 41-48. Goliath, in typical military fashion, attempts to “psycholo-
gize” David with caustic, insulting blasts. David replies, vv. 45-48, with a declaration of his faith in God to 
grant victory and thus resort honor both to His name and to the Israelites. 

NASB 
When the Philistines saw that their 

champion was dead, they fled. 52 The 
men of Israel and Judah arose and 
shouted and pursued the Philistines 
as far as the valley, and to the gates 
of Ekron. And the slain Philistines lay 
along the way to Shaaraim, even to 
Gath and Ekron. 53 The sons of Israel 
returned from chasing the Philistines 
and plundered their camps. 54 Then 
David took the Philistine's head and 
brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his 
weapons in his tent. 55 Now when 
Saul saw David going out against the 
Philistine, he said to Abner the com-
mander of the army, "Abner, whose son 
is this young man?" And Abner said, 
"By your life, O king, I do not know." 
56 The king said, "You inquire whose 
son the youth is." 57 So when David 
returned from killing the Philistine, 
Abner took him and brought him be-
fore Saul with the Philistine's head in 
his hand. 58 Saul said to him, "Whose 
son are you, young man?" And David 
answered, "I am the son of your ser-
vant Jesse the Bethlehemite." 

NRSV 
When the Philistines saw that their 

champion was dead, they fled. 52 The 
troops of Israel and Judah rose up with 
a shout and pursued the Philistines 
as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron, 
so that the wounded Philistines fell on 
the way from Shaaraim as far as Gath 
and Ekron. 53 The Israelites came back 
from chasing the Philistines, and they 
plundered their camp. 54 David took 
the head of the Philistine and brought 
it to Jerusalem; but he put his armor 
in his tent. 55 When Saul saw David 
go out against the Philistine, he said 
to Abner, the commander of the army, 
"Abner, whose son is this young 
man?" Abner said, "As your soul lives, 
O king, I do not know." 56 The king 
said, "Inquire whose son the stripling 
is." 57 On David's return from killing 
the Philistine, Abner took him and 
brought him before Saul, with the head 
of the Philistine in his hand. 58 Saul 
said to him, "Whose son are you, 
young man?" And David answered, "I 
am the son of your servant Jesse the 
Bethlehemite." 

NLT 
When the Philistines saw that 

their champion was dead, they turned 
and ran. 52 Then the Israelites gave a 
great shout of triumph and rushed af-
ter the Philistines, chasing them as 
far as Gath and the gates of Ekron. 
The bodies of the dead and wounded 
Philistines were strewn all along the 
road from Shaaraim, as far as Gath 
and Ekron. 53 Then the Israelite army 
returned and plundered the deserted 
Philistine camp. 54 (David took 
Goliath's head to Jerusalem, but he 
stored the Philistine's armor in his own 
tent.) 55 As Saul watched David go 
out to fight Goliath, he asked Abner, 
the general of his army, "Abner, whose 
son is he?""I really don't know," Abner 
said. 56 "Well, find out!" the king told 
him. 57 After David had killed Goliath, 
Abner brought him to Saul with the 
Philistine's head still in his hand. 58 
"Tell me about your father, my boy," 
Saul said.And David replied, "His name 
is Jesse, and we live in Bethlehem." 

The victory scene, vv. 51b-58, has irony. At Goliath’s death and beheading, the Israelite army plunders the Philis-
tines and pursue them as far as Goliath’s home, Gath, and Ekron. David will carry Goliath’s head back to Jerusalem 
eventually, since at that time Jerusalem was still a Jebusite city (2 Sam. 5:6-9). Saul is left in the dark about David’s 
identity until his general, Abner, brings David before the king to identify himself. This will be the beginning of the end for 
Saul as 1 Sam. 18 relates. 
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‘dx;y”) hm’Þx]L’nI)w> vyaiê yliä-WnT. hZ<+h; 
 hL,ae_h’ yTiÞv.liP.h; yrEîb.DI-ta, laeêr”f.yI-lk’w> ‘lWav’ [m;Ûv.YIw: 11 

p ‘dao)m. Waßr.YI)w: WTx;îYEw: 
 yv;êyI Amæv.W hd”êWhy> ‘~x,l,’ tyBeîmi hZ<©h; ytiør”p.a, vyai’-!B, •dwId”w> 12 

‘~yvi(n”a]b; aB’î !qEßz” lWaêv’ ymeäyBi ‘vyaih’w> ~ynI+b’ hn”åmov. Alßw> 
 lWaßv’-yrEx]a; Wkïl.h’ ~yliêdoG>h; ‘yv;yI-ynE)B. tv,l{Üv. Wkøl.YE”w: 13 

 ba’äylia/ hm’êx’l.MiB; ‘Wkl.h’ rv<Üa] wyn”©B’ tv,l{åv. Ÿ~veäw> hm’_x’l.Mil; 
‘hM’(v; yviÞliV.h;w> bd”ên”ybiäa] ‘WhnE’v.miW rAkªB.h; 
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s ‘lWa)v’ yrEîx]a; Wkßl.h’ ~yliêdoG>h; ‘hv’l{v.W !j”+Q’h; aWhå dwIßd”w> 14 

 wybiÞa’ !acoï-ta, tA[±r>li lWa+v’ l[;äme bv’Þw” %lEïho dwI±d”w> 15 

‘~x,l’(-tyBe( 
p ‘~Ay* ~y[iîB’r>a; bCeÞy:t.YIw: brE_[]h;w> ~Keäv.h; yTiÞv.liP.h; vG:ïYIw: 16 

 hZ<ëh; ‘ayliQ’h; tp;Ûyae ‘̂ yx,’a;l. an”Ü-xq; An©B. dwIåd”l. yv;øyI rm,aYO”w: 17 

‘̂ yx,(a;l. hn<ßx]M;h;( #rEîh’w> hZ<+h; ~x,l,Þ hr”îf’[]w: 
 @l,a’_h’-rf;l. aybiÞT’ hL,aeêh’ ‘bl’x’h,( yceÛrIx] tr<f,ø[] taew>û 18 

‘xQ”)Ti ~t’ÞB’rU[]-ta,w> ~Alêv’l. dqoåp.Ti ‘̂ yx,’a;-ta,w> 
 ~ymiÞx’l.nI hl’_aeh’( qm,[eÞB. laeêr”f.yI vyaiä-lk’w> ‘hM’he’w> lWaÜv’w> 19 

‘~yTi(v.liP.-~[i 
 %l,YEëw: aF’äYIw: rmeêvo-l[; ‘!aCoh;-ta, vJoÜYIw: rq,BoªB; dwI÷D” ~Ke’v.Y:w: 20 

 hk’êr”[]M;äh;-la, ‘aceYOh; lyIx;ªh;w> hl’G”ë[.M;h; ‘aboY”w: yv’_yI WhW”ßci rv<ïa]K; 
‘hm’(x’l.MiB; W[rEÞhew> 

‘hk’(r”[]m; tar:îq.li hk’Þr”[]m; ~yTiêv.lip.W ‘laer”f.yI %roÝ[]T;w: 21 

 #r’Y”ßw: ~yliêKeh; rmEåAv ‘dy:-l[; wyl’ª[‘me ~yliøKeh;-ta, dwI”D” •vJoYIw: 22 

‘~Al)v’l. wyx’Þa,l. la;îv.YIw: abo§Y”w: hk’_r”[]M;h; 
 •ty”l.G” hl,úA[ ~yIn:³Beh; vyaiä hNEåhiw> ~M’ª[i rBEåd:m. ŸaWhåw> 23 

 rBEßd:y>w: ~yTiêv.liP. ÎtAkår>[;M;miÐ ¿tAr[]M;miÀ ‘tG:mi AmÜv. yTi’v.liP.h; 
‘dwI)D” [m;Þv.YIw: hL,ae_h’ ~yrIåb’D>K; 

 Waßr>yYI)w: wyn”ëP’mi ‘WsnU’Y”w: vyai_h’-ta, ~t’ÞAar>Bi laeêr”f.yI vyaiä ‘lkow> 24 

‘dao)m. 
 yKi² hZ<ëh; ‘hl,[oh’( vyaiÛh’ ‘~t,yaiR>h; laeªr”f.yI vyaiä Ÿrm,aYOæw: 25 

 WNr<îv.[.y: WNK,øy:-rv,a] vyai’h’ hy”h’w>û) hl,_[o laeÞr”f.yI-ta, @rEïx’l. 
 hf,î[]y: wybiêa’ tyBeä ‘taew> Alê-!T,yI ‘ATBi-ta,w> lAdªG” rv,[oå Ÿ%l,M,äh; 

‘lae(r”f.yIB. yviÞp.x’ 
 hf,ª[‘YE-hm; èrmoale éAM[i ~ydIäm.[oh’ ~yviún”a]h’-la,( dwI©D” rm,aYOæw: 26 

 l[;äme hP’Þr>x, rysiîhew> zL’êh; yTiäv.liP.h;-ta, ‘hK,y: rv<Üa] ‘vyail’ 
 tAkßr>[;m; @rEêxe yKiä hZ<ëh; ‘lrE[‘h,( yTiÛv.liP.h; ymiª yKiä lae_r”f.yI 

‘~yYI)x; ~yhiîl{a/ 
 rv<ïa] vyaiÞl’ hf,ê[‘yE hKoå rmo=ale hZ<ßh; rb”ïD”K; ~[‘êh’ ‘Al rm,aYOÝw: 27 

‘WNK,(y: 
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 •@a;-rx;YI)w: ~yvi_n”a]h’-la, ArßB.d:B. lAdêG”h; wyxiäa’ ‘ba’ylia/ [m;Ûv.YIw: 28 

 j[;’m. T’v.j;øn” ymi’-l[;w> T’d>r:ªy” hZ<å-hM’l’ Ÿrm,aYOæw: dwI÷d”B. ba’’ylia/ 
 ^b,êb’l. [:roå ‘taew> ª̂n>doz>-ta, yTi[.d:äy” ynIôa] rB’êd>MiB; ‘hN”he’h’ !aCoÜh; 

‘T’d>r”(y” hm’Þx’l.Mih; tAaïr> ![;m;²l. yKiª 
‘aWh) rb”ïD” aAlßh] hT’[‘_ ytiyfiÞ[‘ hm,î dwIëD” rm,aYOæw: 29 

 WhbuÛviy>w: hZ<+h; rb”åD”K; rm,aYOàw: rxeêa; lWmå-la, ‘Alc.a,me( bSoÜYIw: 30 

‘!Av)arIh’ rb”ßD”K; rb’êD” ‘~[‘h’ 
 lWaßv’-ynE)p.li WdGIïY:w: dwI+D” rB<åDI rv<ßa] ~yrIêb’D>h; ‘W[m.V’(Y>w: 31 

‘Whxe(Q’YIw: 
 %leêyE å̂D>b.[; wyl’_[‘ ~d”Þa’-ble lPoïyI-la; lWaêv’-la, ‘dwID” rm,aYOÝw: 32 

‘hZ<)h; yTiîv.liP.h;-~[i ~x;Þl.nIw> 
 yTiäv.liP.h;-la, ‘tk,l,’l’ ‘lk;Wt al{Ü dwI©D”-la, lWaøv’ rm,aYO”w: 33 

 ‘wyr”([uN>mi hm’Þx’l.mi vyaiî aWh±w> hT’a;ê r[;n:å-yKi( AM+[i ~xeÞL’hil. hZ<ëh; 
s 

 ab’ÛW !aCo+B; wybiÞa’l. ±̂D>b.[; hy”ôh’ h[,’ro lWaêv’-la, ‘dwID” rm,aYOÝw: 34 

‘rd<[e(h’me hf,Þ af’în”w> bADêh;-ta,w> ‘yrIa]h’( 
 ‘yTiq.z:’x/h,w> yl;ê[‘ ~q’Y”åw: wyPi_mi yTil.C;ähiw> wytiÞKihiw> wyr”²x]a; ytiac’óy”w> 35 

‘wyTi(ymih]w: wytiÞKihiw> Anëq’z>Bi 
 lrEÛ[‘h, yTi’v.liP.h; hy”h’w>û) ^D<+b.[; hK’ähi bADßh;-~G: yrI±a]h’-ta,( ~G:ô 36 

s ‘~yYI)x; ~yhiîl{a/ tkoßr>[;m; @rEêxe yKiä ~h,ême dx;äa;K. ‘hZ<h; 
 bDoêh; dY:åmiW ‘yrIa]h’( dY:Ümi ynIl;øCihi rv,’a] hw”©hy> èdwID” érm,aYOw: 37 

 ‘dwID”-la, lWaÜv’ rm,aYO”w: s hZ<+h; yTiÞv.liP.h; dY:ïmi ynIleêyCiy: aWhå 
‘%M”)[i hy<ïh.yI hw”ßhyw:) %leê 

 Av=aro-l[; tv,xoßn> [b;Aqï !t:±n”w> wyD”êm; ‘dwID”-ta, lWaÜv’ vBe’l.Y:w: 38 

‘!Ay*r>vi Atßao vBeîl.Y:w: 
 yKiä étk,l,l’ la,YOæw: wyD”øm;l. l[;’me ABr>x;û-ta, dwIåD” rGOæx.Y:w: 39 

 yKiä hL,aeÞB’ tk,l,îl’ lk;²Wa al{ï lWaªv’-la, dwI÷D” rm,aYO”w: èhS’nI-al{) 
‘wyl’([‘me dwIßD” ~rEîsiy>w: ytiySi_nI al{å 

 Ÿ~ynIåb’a]-yqE)Lux; hV’ämix] Alå-rx;b.YIw: Adªy”B. Aløq.m; xQ;’YIw: 40 

 jWqßl.Y:b;W Al±-rv,a] ~y[ióroh’ yli’k.Bi ~t’aoû ~f,Y”åw: lx;N:³h;-!mi 
‘yTi(v.liP.h;-la, vG:ßYIw: Ad=y”b. A[åL.q;w> 
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 hN”ßCih; afeînO vyai²h’w> dwI+D”-la, brEÞq’w> %lEïho yTiêv.liP.h; ‘%l,YE’w: 41 

‘wyn”)p’l. 
 r[;n:ë hy”åh’-yKi( WhzE+b.YIw: dwIßD”-ta, ha,îr>YIw: yTi²v.liP.h; jBeóY:w: 42 

‘ha,(r>m; hpeîy>-~[i ynIßmod>a;w> 
 yl;Þae-ab’( hT’îa;-yKi( ykinOëa’ bl,k,äh] dwIëD”-la, ‘yTiv.liP.h; rm,aYOÝw: 43 

‘wyh’(l{aBe dwIßD”-ta, yTi²v.liP.h; lLeóq;y>w: tAl+q.M;B; 
 ê̂r>f”åB.-ta, ‘hn”T.a,w> yl;êae hk’äl. dwI+D”-la, yTiÞv.liP.h; rm,aYOðw: 44 

s ‘hd<(F’h; tm;îh/b,l.W ~yIm:ßV’h; @A[ïl. 
 tynIåx]b;W br<x,ÞB. yl;êae aB’ä ‘hT’a; yTiêv.liP.h;-la, ‘dwID” rm,aYOÝw: 45 

 yhe²l{a/ tAaêb’c. hw”åhy> ‘~veB. ^yl,ªae-ab’( ykiänOa’w> !Ad+ykib.W 
‘T’p.r:(xe rv<ïa] laeÞr”f.yI tAkïr>[;m; 

 ‘̂ v.aro)-ta, ytiÛrosih]w: ^tiªyKihiw> ydIøy”B. hw””hy> •̂ r>G<s;y> hZ<³h; ~AYæh; 46 

 ~yIm:ßV’h; @A[ïl. hZ<ëh; ~AYæh; ‘~yTiv.lip. hnEÜx]m; rg<P<å yTiøt;n””w> ^yl,ê[‘me 
‘lae(r”f.yIl. ~yhiÞl{a/ vyEï yKi² #r<a’êh’-lK’ ‘W[d>yE)w> #r<a’_h’ tY:åx;l.W 
 [:yviäAhy> tynIßx]b;W br<x,îB. al{±-yKi( hZ<ëh; lh’äQ’h;-lK’ ‘W[d>yE)w> 47 

‘WndE(y”B. ~k,Þt.a, !t:ïn”w> hm’êx’l.Mih; ‘hw”hyl;( yKiÛ hw”+hy> 
 rhEåm;y>w: dwI+D” tar:äq.li br:Þq.YIw: %l,YEïw: yTiêv.liP.h; ~q”å-yKi( ‘hy”h’w> 48 

‘yTi(v.liP.h; tar:îq.li hk’Þr”[]M;h; #r’Y”ïw: dwIëD” 
 [L;êq;y>w: ‘!b,a,’ ~V’îmi xQ;’YIw: yliK,ªh;-la, Adøy”-ta, dwI”D” •xl;v.YIw: 49 

 lPoïYIw: Axêc.miB. ‘!b,a,’h’ [B;Ûj.Tiw: Ax=c.mi-la, yTiÞv.liP.h;-ta, %Y:ïw: 
‘hc’r>a”) wyn”ßP’-l[; 

 yTiÞv.liP.h;-ta, %Y:ïw: !b,a,êb’W [l;Q<åB; ‘yTiv.liP.h;-!mi dwIÜD” qz:”x/Y<w: 50 

‘dwI)D”-dy:B. !yaeî br<x,Þw> Whte_ymiy>w: 
 Hp’Ûl.v.YIw:) ABr>x;û-ta, xQ:åYIw: yTiøv.liP.h;-la, dmo’[]Y:w: dwID”û #r’Y”åw: 51 

 ~yTi²v.liP.h; Waôr>YIw: Av=aro-ta, HB’Þ-tr”k.YIw: Whteêt.moåy>w: ‘Hr”[.T;mi 
‘WsnU)Y”w: ~r”ÞABGI tmeî-yKi( 

 ~yTiêv.liP.h;-ta, ‘WpD>r>YIw:) W[rIªY”w: hd”øWhywI lae’r”f.yI •yven>a; WmqUåY”w: 52 

 ‘~yTiv.lip. yleÛl.x;( WlúP.YIw:) !Ar+q.[, yrEä[]v; d[;Þw> ay>g:ë å̂a]AB-d[; 
‘!Ar)q.[,-d[;w> tG:ß-d[;w> ~yIr:ê[]v; %r<d<äB. 

 WSvoßY”w: ~yTi_v.lip. yrEäx]a; ql{ßD>mi laeêr”f.yI ynEåB. ‘Wbvu’Y”w: 53 

‘~h,(ynEx]m;-ta, 
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 wyl’ÞKe-ta,w> ~Øil’_v’Wry> WhaeÞbiy>w: yTiêv.liP.h; varoå-ta, ‘dwID” xQ:ÜYIw: 54 

s ‘Al)h\a’B. ~f’î 
 rm;ªa’ yTiêv.liP.h; tar:äq.li ‘aceyO dwI©D”-ta, lWaøv’ tAa’r>kiw> 55 

 rnEëb.a; rm,aYOæw: rnE+b.a; r[;N:ßh; hz<ï-ymi-!B, ab’êC’h; rf:å ‘rnEb.a;-la, 
‘yTi[.d”(y”-~ai %l,M,Þh; ̂ ïv.p.n:-yxe( 

s ‘~l,[‘(h’ hz<ß-ymi-!B, hT’êa; la;äv. %l,M,_h; rm,aYOàw: 56 

 rnEëb.a; ‘Atao xQ:ÜYIw: yTiêv.liP.h;-ta, ‘tAKh;me( dwI©D” bWvåk.W 57 

‘Ad*y”B. yTiÞv.liP.h; varoïw> lWa+v’ ynEåp.li WhaeÞbiy>w: 
 dwIëD” rm,aYOæw: r[;N”+h; hT’Þa; ymiî-!B, lWaêv’ ‘wyl’ae rm,aYOÝw: 58 

‘ymi(x.L;h; tyBeî yv;ÞyI ̂ ïD>b.[;-!B<) 
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LXX 
1 Samuel 17:1 kai. suna,gousin avllo,fuloi ta.j parembola.j auvtw/n eivj po,lemon kai. suna,gontai eivj 

Sokcwq th/j Ioudai,aj kai. paremba,llousin avna. me,son Sokcwq kai. avna. me,son Azhka evn Efermem 
 2  kai. Saoul kai. oi` a;ndrej Israhl suna,gontai kai. paremba,llousin evn th/| koila,di auvtoi. 
parata,ssontai eivj po,lemon evx evnanti,aj avllofu,lwn 
 3  kai. avllo,fuloi i[stantai evpi. tou/ o;rouj evntau/qa kai. Israhl i[statai evpi. tou/ o;rouj evntau/qa kai. o ̀
auvlw.n avna. me,son auvtw/n 
 4  kai. evxh/lqen avnh.r dunato.j evk th/j parata,xewj tw/n avllofu,lwn Goliaq o;noma auvtw/| evk Geq u[yoj auvtou/ 
tessa,rwn ph,cewn kai. spiqamh/j 
 5  kai. perikefalai,a evpi. th/j kefalh/j auvtou/ kai. qw,raka a‘lusidwto.n auvto.j evndedukw,j kai. o` staqmo.j 
tou/ qw,rakoj auvtou/ pe,nte cilia,dej si,klwn calkou/ kai. sidh,rou 
 6  kai. knhmi/dej calkai/ evpa,nw tw/n skelw/n auvtou/ kai. avspi.j calkh/ avna. me,son tw/n w;mwn auvtou/ 
 7  kai. o` konto.j tou/ do,ratoj auvtou/ w`sei. me,saklon u`faino,ntwn kai. h` lo,gch auvtou/ e`xakosi,wn si,klwn 
sidh,rou kai. o` ai;rwn ta. o[pla auvtou/ proeporeu,eto auvtou/ 
 8  kai. e;sth kai. avnebo,hsen eivj th.n para,taxin Israhl kai. ei=pen auvtoi/j ti, evkporeu,esqe parata,xasqai 
pole,mw| evx evnanti,aj h`mw/n ouvk evgw, eivmi avllo,fuloj kai. u‘mei/j Ebrai/oi tou/ Saoul evkle,xasqe e`autoi/j 
a;ndra kai. katabh,tw pro,j me 
 9  kai. eva.n dunhqh/| pro.j evme. polemh/sai kai. eva.n pata,xh| me kai. evso,meqa u`mi/n eivj dou,louj eva.n de. evgw. 
dunhqw/ kai. pata,xw auvto,n e;sesqe h`mi/n eivj dou,louj kai. douleu,sete h`mi/n 
 10  kai. ei=pen o` avllo,fuloj ivdou. evgw. wvnei,disa th.n para,taxin Israhl sh,meron evn th/| h`me,ra| tau,th| do,te 
moi a;ndra kai. monomach,somen avmfo,teroi 
 11  kai. h;kousen Saoul kai. pa/j Israhl ta. r‘h,mata tou/ avllofu,lou tau/ta kai. evxe,sthsan kai. 
evfobh,qhsan sfo,dra 

—————————— LXX text doesn’t contain these verses ———————————— 
 32  kai. ei=pen Dauid pro.j Saoul mh. dh. sumpese,tw h` kardi,a tou/ kuri,ou mou evpV auvto,n o` dou/lo,j sou 
poreu,setai kai. polemh,sei meta. tou/ avllofu,lou tou,tou 
 33  kai. ei=pen Saoul pro.j Dauid ouv mh. dunh,sh| poreuqh/nai pro.j to.n avllo,fulon tou/ polemei/n metV auvtou/ 
o[ti paida,rion ei= su, kai. auvto.j avnh.r polemisth.j evk neo,thtoj auvtou/ 
 34  kai. ei=pen Dauid pro.j Saoul poimai,nwn h=n o` dou/lo,j sou tw/| patri. auvtou/ evn tw/| poimni,w| kai. o[tan 
h;rceto o` le,wn kai. h` a;rkoj kai. evla,mbanen pro,baton evk th/j avge,lhj 
 35  kai. evxeporeuo,mhn ovpi,sw auvtou/ kai. evpa,taxa auvto.n kai. evxe,spasa evk tou/ sto,matoj auvtou/ kai. eiv 
evpani,stato evpV evme, kai. evkra,thsa tou/ fa,ruggoj auvtou/ kai. evpa,taxa kai. evqana,twsa auvto,n 
 36  kai. th.n a;rkon e;tupten o` dou/lo,j sou kai. to.n le,onta kai. e;stai o` avllo,fuloj o` avperi,tmhtoj w`j e]n 
tou,twn ouvci. poreu,somai kai. pata,xw auvto.n kai. avfelw/ sh,meron o;neidoj evx Israhl dio,ti ti,j o` 
avperi,tmhtoj ou-toj o]j wvnei,disen para,taxin qeou/ zw/ntoj 
 37  ku,rioj o]j evxei,lato, me evk ceiro.j tou/ le,ontoj kai. evk ceiro.j th/j a;rkou auvto.j evxelei/tai, me evk ceiro.j 
tou/ avllofu,lou tou/ avperitmh,tou tou,tou kai. ei=pen Saoul pro.j Dauid poreu,ou kai. e;stai ku,rioj meta. 
sou/ 
 38  kai. evne,dusen Saoul to.n Dauid mandu,an kai. perikefalai,an calkh/n peri. th.n kefalh.n auvtou/ 
 39  kai. e;zwsen to.n Dauid th.n r‘omfai,an auvtou/ evpa,nw tou/ mandu,ou auvtou/ kai. evkopi,asen peripath,saj 
a[pax kai. di,j kai. ei=pen Dauid pro.j Saoul ouv mh. du,nwmai poreuqh/nai evn tou,toij o[ti ouv pepei,ramai 
kai. avfairou/sin auvta. avpV auvtou/ 
 40  kai. e;laben th.n bakthri,an auvtou/ evn th/| ceiri. auvtou/ kai. evxele,xato e`autw/| pe,nte li,qouj lei,ouj evk tou/ 
ceima,rrou kai. e;qeto auvtou.j evn tw/| kadi,w| tw/| poimenikw/| tw/| o;nti auvtw/| eivj sullogh.n kai. sfendo,nhn 
auvtou/ evn th/| ceiri. auvtou/ kai. prosh/lqen pro.j to.n a;ndra to.n avllo,fulon 
 41  —————————— LXX text doesn’t contain this verse ————————————- 
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 42  kai. ei=den Goliad to.n Dauid kai. hvti,masen auvto,n o[ti auvto.j h=n paida,rion kai. auvto.j purra,khj meta. 
ka,llouj ovfqalmw/n 
 43  kai. ei=pen o` avllo,fuloj pro.j Dauid w`sei. ku,wn evgw, eivmi o[ti su. e;rch| evpV evme. evn r`a,bdw| kai. li,qoij 
kai. ei=pen Dauid ouvci, avllV h` cei,rw kuno,j kai. kathra,sato o` avllo,fuloj to.n Dauid evn toi/j qeoi/j auvtou/ 
 44  kai. ei=pen o` avllo,fuloj pro.j Dauid deu/ro pro,j me kai. dw,sw ta.j sa,rkaj sou toi/j peteinoi/j tou/ 
ouvranou/ kai. toi/j kth,nesin th/j gh/j 
 45  kai. eivpen Dauid pro.j to.n avllo,fulon su. e;rch| pro,j me evn r`omfai,a| kai. evn do,rati kai. evn avspi,di 
kavgw. poreu,omai pro.j se. evn ovno,mati kuri,ou sabawq qeou/ parata,xewj Israhl h]n wvnei,disaj sh,meron 
 46  kai. avpoklei,sei se ku,rioj sh,meron eivj th.n cei/ra, mou kai. avpoktenw/ se kai. avfelw/ th.n kefalh,n sou 
avpo. sou/ kai. dw,sw ta. kw/la, sou kai. ta. kw/la parembolh/j avllofu,lwn evn tau,th| th/| h`me,ra| toi/j peteinoi/j 
tou/ ouvranou/ kai. toi/j qhri,oij th/j gh/j kai. gnw,setai pa/sa h` gh/ o[ti e;stin qeo.j evn Israhl 
 47  kai. gnw,setai pa/sa h` evkklhsi,a au[th o[ti ouvk evn r`omfai,a| kai. do,rati sw,|zei ku,rioj o[ti tou/ kuri,ou o` 
po,lemoj kai. paradw,sei ku,rioj u`ma/j eivj cei/raj h`mw/n 
 48  kai. avne,sth o` avllo,fuloj kai. evporeu,qh eivj suna,nthsin Dauid 
 49  kai. evxe,teinen Dauid th.n cei/ra auvtou/ eivj to. ka,dion kai. e;laben evkei/qen li,qon e[na kai. evsfendo,nhsen 
kai. evpa,taxen to.n avllo,fulon evpi. to. me,twpon auvtou/ kai. die,du o` li,qoj dia. th/j perikefalai,aj eivj to. 
me,twpon auvtou/ kai. e;pesen evpi. pro,swpon auvtou/ evpi. th.n gh/n 
 50  —————————— LXX text doesn’t contain this verse ————————————- 
 51  kai. e;dramen Dauid kai. evpe,sth evpV auvto.n kai. e;laben th.n r`omfai,an auvtou/ kai. evqana,twsen auvto.n kai. 
avfei/len th.n kefalh.n auvtou/ kai. ei=don oi` avllo,fuloi o[ti te,qnhken o` dunato.j auvtw/n kai. e;fugon 
 52  kai. avni,stantai a;ndrej Israhl kai. Iouda kai. hvla,laxan kai. katedi,wxan ovpi,sw auvtw/n e[wj eivso,dou 
Geq kai. e[wj th/j pu,lhj VAskalw/noj kai. e;pesan traumati,ai tw/n avllofu,lwn evn th/| o‘dw/| tw/n pulw/n kai. 
e[wj Geq kai. e[wj Akkarwn 
 53  kai. avne,streyan a;ndrej Israhl evkkli,nontej ovpi,sw tw/n avllofu,lwn kai. katepa,toun ta.j parembola.j 
auvtw/n 
54  kai. e;laben Dauid th.n kefalh.n tou/ avllofu,lou kai. h;negken auvth.n eivj Ierousalhm kai. ta. skeu,h 
auvtou/ e;qhken evn tw/| skhnw,mati auvtou/ 

————————————LXX text stops here———————————- 
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NASB 
 1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; and they were gathered at Socoh which belongs 

to Judah, and they camped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2 Saul and the men of Israel 
were gathered and camped in the valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array to encounter the Philistines. 3 
The Philistines stood on the mountain on one side while Israel stood on the mountain on the other side, 
with the valley between them. 4 Then a champion came out from the armies of the Philistines named 
Goliath, from Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head, and 
he was clothed with scale-armor which weighed five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 He also had bronze 
greaves on his legs and a bronze javelin slung between his shoulders. 7 The shaft of his spear was like a 
weaver's beam, and the head of his spear weighed six hundred shekels of iron; his shield-carrier also 
walked before him. 8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel and said to them, "Why do you come out 
to draw up in battle array? Am I not the Philistine and you servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves 
and let him come down to me. 9 "If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will become your 
servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall become our servants and serve us." 10 
Again the Philistine said, "I defy the ranks of Israel this day; give me a man that we may fight together." 11 
When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

12 Now David was the son of the Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, whose name was Jesse, and he 
had eight sons. And Jesse was old in the days of Saul, advanced in years among men. 13 The three older 
sons of Jesse had gone after Saul to the battle. And the names of his three sons who went to the battle 
were Eliab the firstborn, and the second to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14 David was the 
youngest. Now the three oldest followed Saul, 15 but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his 
father's flock at Bethlehem. 16 The Philistine came forward morning and evening for forty days and took 
his stand. 17 Then Jesse said to David his son, "Take now for your brothers an ephah of this roasted grain 
and these ten loaves and run to the camp to your brothers. 18 "Bring also these ten cuts of cheese to the 
commander of their thousand, and look into the welfare of your brothers, and bring back news of them. 

19 "For Saul and they and all the men of Israel are in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines." 20 
So David arose early in the morning and left the flock with a keeper and took the supplies and went as 
Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the circle of the camp while the army was going out in battle 
array shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines drew up in battle array, army against army. 22 Then 
David left his baggage in the care of the baggage keeper, and ran to the battle line and entered in order to 
greet his brothers. 23 As he was talking with them, behold, the champion, the Philistine from Gath named 
Goliath, was coming up from the army of the Philistines, and he spoke these same words; and David 
heard them. 

24 When all the men of Israel saw the man, they fled from him and were greatly afraid. 25 The men of 
Israel said, "Have you seen this man who is coming up? Surely he is coming up to defy Israel. And it will be 
that the king will enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will give him his daughter and make his 
father's house free in Israel." 26 Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, saying, "What 
will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?" 27 The people answered him 
in accord with this word, saying, "Thus it will be done for the man who kills him." 28 Now Eliab his oldest 
brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger burned against David and he said, "Why have 
you come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your insolence 
and the wickedness of your heart; for you have come down in order to see the battle." 29 But David said, 
"What have I done now? Was it not just a question?" 30 Then he turned away from him to another and said 
the same thing; and the people answered the same thing as before. 

31 When the words which David spoke were heard, they told them to Saul, and he sent for him. 32 
David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail on account of him; your servant will go and fight with this 
Philistine." 33 Then Saul said to David, "You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for 
you are but a youth while he has been a warrior from his youth." 34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant 
was tending his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went out 
after him and attacked him, and rescued it from his mouth; and when he rose up against me, I seized him 
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by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36 "Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; and this 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he has taunted the armies of the living God." 37 And 
David said, "The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will 
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." And Saul said to David, "Go, and may the LORD be with you." 
38 Then Saul clothed David with his garments and put a bronze helmet on his head, and he clothed him 
with armor. 39 David girded his sword over his armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. So 
David said to Saul, "I cannot go with these, for I have not tested {them.}" And David took them off. 40 He 
took his stick in his hand and chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in the 
shepherd's bag which he had, even in his} pouch, and his sling was in his hand; and he approached the 
Philistine. 

41 Then the Philistine came on and approached David, with the shield-bearer in front of him. 42 When 
the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, with a handsome 
appearance. 43 The Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine also said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your 
flesh to the birds of the sky and the beasts of the field." 45 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to 
me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. 46 "This day the LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I 
will strike you down and remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that 
there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not deliver by sword 
or by spear; for the battle is the LORD'S and He will give you into our hands." 48 Then it happened when the 
Philistine rose and came and drew near to meet David, that David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet 
the Philistine. 49 And David put his hand into his bag and took from it a stone and slung it, and struck the 
Philistine on his forehead. And the stone sank into his forehead, so that he fell on his face to the ground. 50 
Thus David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and he struck the Philistine and killed him; 
but there was no sword in David's hand. 51 Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and took his 
sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. 

When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. 52 The men of Israel and Judah 
arose and shouted and pursued the Philistines as far as the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the slain 
Philistines lay along the way to Shaaraim, even to Gath and Ekron. 53 The sons of Israel returned from 
chasing the Philistines and plundered their camps. 54 Then David took the Philistine's head and brought it 
to Jerusalem, but he put his weapons in his tent. 55 Now when Saul saw David going out against the 
Philistine, he said to Abner the commander of the army, "Abner, whose son is this young man?" And Abner 
said, "By your life, O king, I do not know." 56 The king said, "You inquire whose son the youth is." 57 So 
when David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the Philistine's 
head in his hand. 58 Saul said to him, "Whose son are you, young man?" And David answered, "I am the 
son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite." 
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NRSV 
 1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were gathered at Socoh, which belongs to 

Judah, and encamped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2 Saul and the Israelites gathered 
and encamped in the valley of Elah, and formed ranks against the Philistines. 3 The Philistines stood on 
the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the mountain on the other side, with a valley between 
them. 4 And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat 
of mail; the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 He had greaves of bronze on his legs 
and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, 
and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him. 8 He 
stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 
9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill 
him, then you shall be our servants and serve us." 10 And the Philistine said, "Today I defy the ranks of 
Israel! Give me a man, that we may fight together." 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, named Jesse, who had eight sons. 
In the days of Saul the man was already old and advanced in years. 13 The three eldest sons of Jesse had 
followed Saul to the battle; the names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and 
next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14 David was the youngest; the three eldest followed Saul, 
15 but David went back and forth from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem. 16 For forty days the 
Philistine came forward and took his stand, morning and evening. 17 Jesse said to his son David, "Take for 
your brothers an ephah of this parched grain and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to 
your brothers; 18 also take these ten cheeses to the commander of their thousand. See how your brothers 
fare, and bring some token from them." 

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 
20 David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, took the provisions, and went as Jesse had 
commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army was going forth to the battle line, shouting the 
war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against army. 22 David left the things in 
charge of the keeper of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and greeted his brothers. 23 As he talked 
with them, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philis-
tines, and spoke the same words as before. And David heard him. 

24 All the Israelites, when they saw the man, fled from him and were very much afraid. 25 The Israelites 
said, "Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel. The king will 
greatly enrich the man who kills him, and will give him his daughter and make his family free in Israel." 26 
David said to the men who stood by him, "What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine, and 
takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the 
armies of the living God?" 27 The people answered him in the same way, "So shall it be done for the man 
who kills him." 28 His eldest brother Eliab heard him talking to the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled 
against David. He said, "Why have you come down? With whom have you left those few sheep in the 
wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart; for you have come down just to see the 
battle." 29 David said, "What have I done now? It was only a question." 30 He turned away from him toward 
another and spoke in the same way; and the people answered him again as before. 

31 When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul; and he sent for him. 
32 David said to Saul, "Let no one's heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this 
Philistine." 33 Saul said to David, "You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are 
just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth." 34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep 
sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it 
and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, 
strike it down, and kill it. 36 Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine 
shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God." 37 David said, "The Lord, who 
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saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this 
Philistine." So Saul said to David, "Go, and may the Lord be with you!" 38 Saul clothed David with his 
armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 David strapped Saul's 
sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, "I 
cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them." So David removed them. 40 Then he took his staff in his 
hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd's bag, in the pouch; his 
sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 

41 The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42 When the 
Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in 
appearance. 43 The Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your flesh 
to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field." 45 But David said to the Philistine, "You come to 
me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will 
strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to 
the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the Lord does not save by sword and spear; for the 
battle is the Lord's and he will give you into our hand." 48 When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, 
David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 David put his hand in his bag, took out a 
stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face 
down on the ground. 50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, striking down the 
Philistine and killing him; there was no sword in David's hand. 51 Then David ran and stood over the 
Philistine; he grasped his sword, drew it out of its sheath, and killed him; then he cut off his head with it. 

When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. 52 The troops of Israel and Judah 
rose up with a shout and pursued the Philistines as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron, so that the 
wounded Philistines fell on the way from Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron. 53 The Israelites came back 
from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered their camp. 54 David took the head of the Philistine and 
brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his armor in his tent. 55 When Saul saw David go out against the 
Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, "Abner, whose son is this young man?" Abner 
said, "As your soul lives, O king, I do not know." 56 The king said, "Inquire whose son the stripling is." 57 On 
David's return from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul, with the head of the 
Philistine in his hand. 58 Saul said to him, "Whose son are you, young man?" And David answered, "I am 
the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite." 
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NLT 
1 The Philistines now mustered their army for battle and camped between Socoh in Judah and Azekah 

at Ephes-dammim. 2 Saul countered by gathering his troops near the valley of Elah. 3 So the Philistines 
and Israelites faced each other on opposite hills, with the valley between them. 4 Then Goliath, a Philistine 
champion from Gath, came out of the Philistine ranks to face the forces of Israel. He was a giant of a man, 
measuring over nine feet tall! 5 He wore a bronze helmet and a coat of mail that weighed 125 pounds. 6 He 
also wore bronze leggings, and he slung a bronze javelin over his back. 7 The shaft of his spear was as 
heavy and thick as a weaver's beam, tipped with an iron spearhead that weighed fifteen pounds. An armor 
bearer walked ahead of him carrying a huge shield. 8 Goliath stood and shouted across to the Israelites, 
"Do you need a whole army to settle this? Choose someone to fight for you, and I will represent the 
Philistines. We will settle this dispute in single combat! 9 If your man is able to kill me, then we will be your 
slaves. But if I kill him, you will be our slaves! 10 I defy the armies of Israel! Send me a man who will fight 
with me!" 11 When Saul and the Israelites heard this, they were terrified and deeply shaken. 

12 Now David was the son of a man named Jesse, an Ephrathite from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. 
Jesse was an old man at that time, and he had eight sons in all. 13 Jesse's three oldest sons – Eliab, 
Abinadab, and Shammah – had already joined Saul's army to fight the Philistines. 14 David was the 
youngest of Jesse's sons. Since David's three oldest brothers were in the army, they stayed with Saul's 
forces all the time. 15 But David went back and forth between working for Saul and helping his father with 
the sheep in Bethlehem. 16 For forty days, twice a day, morning and evening, the Philistine giant strutted 
in front of the Israelite army. 17 One day Jesse said to David, "Take this half-bushel of roasted grain and 
these ten loaves of bread to your brothers. 18 And give these ten cuts of cheese to their captain. See how 
your brothers are getting along, and bring me back a letter from them. " 

19 David's brothers were with Saul and the Israelite army at the valley of Elah, fighting against the 
Philistines. 20 So David left the sheep with another shepherd and set out early the next morning with the 
gifts. He arrived at the outskirts of the camp just as the Israelite army was leaving for the battlefield with 
shouts and battle cries. 21 Soon the Israelite and Philistine forces stood facing each other, army against 
army. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies and hurried out to the ranks to greet his brothers. 
23 As he was talking with them, he saw Goliath, the champion from Gath, come out from the Philistine 
ranks, shouting his challenge to the army of Israel. 

24 As soon as the Israelite army saw him, they began to run away in fright. 25 "Have you seen the 
giant?" the men were asking. "He comes out each day to challenge Israel. And have you heard about the 
huge reward the king has offered to anyone who kills him? The king will give him one of his daughters for 
a wife, and his whole family will be exempted from paying taxes!" 26 David talked to some others standing 
there to verify the report. "What will a man get for killing this Philistine and putting an end to his abuse of 
Israel?" he asked them. "Who is this pagan Philistine anyway, that he is allowed to defy the armies of the 
living God?" 27 And David received the same reply as before: "What you have been hearing is true. That is 
the reward for killing the giant." 28 But when David's oldest brother, Eliab, heard David talking to the men, 
he was angry. "What are you doing around here anyway?" he demanded. "What about those few sheep 
you're supposed to be taking care of? I know about your pride and dishonesty. You just want to see the 
battle!" 29 "What have I done now?" David replied. "I was only asking a question!" 30 He walked over to 
some others and asked them the same thing and received the same answer. 

31 Then David's question was reported to King Saul, and the king sent for him. 32 "Don't worry about 
a thing," David told Saul. "I'll go fight this Philistine!" 33 "Don't be ridiculous!" Saul replied. "There is no way 
you can go against this Philistine. You are only a boy, and he has been in the army since he was a boy!" 34 
But David persisted. "I have been taking care of my father's sheep," he said. "When a lion or a bear comes 
to steal a lamb from the flock, 35 I go after it with a club and take the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns 
on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. 36 I have done this to both lions and bears, and I'll do it to 
this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! 37 The LORD who saved me from 
the claws of the lion and the bear will save me from this Philistine!"Saul finally consented. "All right, go 
ahead," he said. "And may the LORD be with you!" 38 Then Saul gave David his own armor – a bronze 
helmet and a coat of mail. 39 David put it on, strapped the sword over it, and took a step or two to see what 
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it was like, for he had never worn such things before. "I can't go in these," he protested. "I'm not used to 
them." So he took them off again. 40 He picked up five smooth stones from a stream and put them in his 
shepherd's bag. Then, armed only with his shepherd's staff and sling, he started across to fight Goliath. 

41 Goliath walked out toward David with his shield bearer ahead of him, 42 sneering in contempt at this 
ruddy-faced boy. 43 "Am I a dog," he roared at David, "that you come at me with a stick?" And he cursed 
David by the names of his gods. 44 "Come over here, and I'll give your flesh to the birds and wild animals!" 
Goliath yelled. 45 David shouted in reply, "You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to you 
in the name of the LORD Almighty – the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 Today the 
LORD will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will give the dead bodies of your 
men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! 47 And 
everyone will know that the LORD does not need weapons to rescue his people. It is his battle, not ours. 
The LORD will give you to us!" 48 As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him. 49 
Reaching into his shepherd's bag and taking out a stone, he hurled it from his sling and hit the Philistine in 
the forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath stumbled and fell face downward to the ground. 50 So David 
triumphed over the Philistine giant with only a stone and sling. And since he had no sword, 51 he ran over 
and pulled Goliath's sword from its sheath. David used it to kill the giant and cut off his head. 

When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they turned and ran. 52 Then the Israelites 
gave a great shout of triumph and rushed after the Philistines, chasing them as far as Gath and the gates 
of Ekron. The bodies of the dead and wounded Philistines were strewn all along the road from Shaaraim, 
as far as Gath and Ekron. 53 Then the Israelite army returned and plundered the deserted Philistine camp. 
54 (David took Goliath's head to Jerusalem, but he stored the Philistine's armor in his own tent.) 55 As Saul 
watched David go out to fight Goliath, he asked Abner, the general of his army, "Abner, whose son is he?""I 
really don't know," Abner said. 56 "Well, find out!" the king told him. 57 After David had killed Goliath, Abner 
brought him to Saul with the Philistine's head still in his hand. 58 "Tell me about your father, my boy," Saul 
said.And David replied, "His name is Jesse, and we live in Bethlehem." 
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