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This study brings to a close the four lesson character study of the life of David in the Smyth-Helwys 
Formations series. The focus is upon the end of King David’s life and the transfer of power to his son 
Solomon. In the Deuteronomic history this comes at the beginning of what is termed “First Kings” in the 
Protestant Bible. In the original Hebrew it is but the continuation of a very long document called merely 
“Kings” that includes both 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings. It originally was the last document in the section 
known as the “Former Prophets.” But with the Greek translation of the Hebrew texts, called the Septuagint 
(LXX) around 175 BCE, this Hebrew document was spit into four separate Greek documents because of 
the excessive length of the Hebrew text. When Jerome followed the LXX in his Latin translation of the 
Christian Bible in the fourth century AD, called the Vulgate, First and Second Kings became fixed as two 
separate documents in Christian tradition. 

Quite interestingly, the Chronicler (1 Chron. 29) glosses over almost all of this material as he presents 
a smooth transition of power from David to Solomon while focusing on the building of the temple. Just as 
he left out the Bathsheba affair in the siege of Rabbah (1 Chron. 20:1-3) in picking up on 2 Sam. 11:1 then 
jumping to 12:26-31, here he also omits the dark side of the transition of power from David to Solomon. His 
objective is to establish the legitimacy of the rulers in the southern kingdom and Jerusalem as the only 
legitimate site of worship for all Israel. Thus the dark sides of the rulers from David onward are either toned 
down, or else completely omitted. The Deuteronomic historian is more concerned with warning the exilic 
and post-exilic Israelites that God’s wrath will always fall on those who disobey His commands, from the 
king on down. If Israel wants to avoid the tragedy of the Babylonian Exile again, they must learn the lessons 
of obedience from their history. Thus painting the dark side of its leaders is important to making this point. 

I. Context 
The contextual background, both historical and literary, of 1-2 Kings is going to be similar to that of 1-2 

Samuel, since all four of these documents are a part of the Deuteronomic history of ancient Israel. The 
ancient sources used by the Deuteronomic historian for 1-2 Kings are going to differ somewhat, mostly 
because of the different time period and individuals being narrated. Ziony Zevit (The Jewish Study Bible, pp. 
669-670) calls attention to three of these that are identified in 1-2 Kings, as well as some others: 

The author cites by name three sources to which the original readers might refer for additional information about 
the kings discussed: Annals of Solomon (1 Kings 11.41); Annals of the Kings of Israel (1 Kings 14.19); Annals of the 
Kings of Judah (1 Kings 14-20). The formula used by the author to introduce individual kings in the second section 
of Kings most likely draws regularly on information from the second and third of these sources: “In the _____ year 
of king ____ son of ____ Israel / Judah, _____ son of _____ became king of Judah / Israel. He was _____ years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned for _____ years. He did what was pleasing / displeasing to the Lord.” The 
source also includes the names of the mothers of the kings of Judah (the queen mother). 
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Although no scholarly consensus exists concerning the nature of these documents, the author, by mentioning 
them, challenged readers to deny the veracity of the facts that he was evaluating and interpreting. In addition to 
these, he had access to documents bearing on the David court (1 Kings chs 1-2) and the history of the Temple (1 
Kings chs 6-7; 2 Kings ch 23), as well as to some form of edited materials by and about the prophet Isaiah (2 Kings 
19.20-20.11), and to collections of prophetic stories that he interspersed in his narratives about the Northern 
Kingdom: Ahijah (1 Kings 11.29-14.18), Elijah (1 Kings 17.1-2 Kings 2.18), Micaiah (1 Kings 22.1-40), and Elisha (2 
Kings 2.1-13.21). Although no copies of these sources survive, documents that match each type or genre of 
document are known from other ancient Near Eastern sources. 
Many Old Testament scholars are convinced that the original version through 2 Kings 23.25 was writ-

ten by a historian during the time of Josiah. Then a later person during the Babylonian exile completed the 
document through 2 Kings 25.26. Considerable evidence supporting this view can be laid on the table from 
analysis of the Hebrew text, especially in comparison to other sources in the ancient Near East. 

 a. Historical 
The external history of 1 Kings remains virtually the same as 1-2 Samuel. Thus the relevant 

materials from the previous studies will be quoted here. Regarding the external history, the essence of 
the first study on David’s life provides the needed background for this study. Our passage is also a part of 
that cohesive history of the Israelites from the exodus to the exile in Babylon of the southern kingdom. This 
material initially came into existence as detached oral and written stories that were shared and memo-
rized, then passed down from generation to generation until assuming the finalized written form that we 
know. To be sure, segments most likely came into written expression early on as well, but the bulk of the 
material existed in oral form for many centuries. The earliest effort to begin the pulling together of large 
chunks of this material most likely began as a part of the reforms instituted by Josiah (ca. 640 - 609 BCE) 
in the southern kingdom (2 Kings 23). But it reaches the finalized form that we know either during the exile 
or just after it in the 500s BCE. 

Our passage is a part of the David cycle of stories. The sources of material for our understanding the 
life of David have their origin in several places, as J.M. Myers (Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, s.v., 
“David,” iPreach) summarizes: 

The main sources are the books of SAMUEL and I Kings 1:1-2 (see KINGS, I AND II, § 1), paralleled, with 
significant omissions and additions, in I Chr. 11-29 (see CHRONICLES, I AND II). Many of the materials of Samuel 
and Kings are contemporary, or nearly so, with the times of David -- notably the court records of II Sam. 9:1-20--and 
are manifestly some of the most authentic historical writings of the OT. 

David ruled Israel from 1000 to 962 BCE. He began with control over the southern tribes from Hebron, then 
gradually consolidated his control over all twelve tribes. 

Our episodes take place right at the end of David’s reign in the 960s BCE and are set in Jerusalem. 
Most of the story takes place in the royal 
palace. The map to the right provides some 
indication of where this is located. 

Also helpful is a charting out of David’s 
family. In this passage two of David’s sons, 
Solomon and Adonijah, appear as central 
figures in the narrative. With so many wives 
and an even larger number of sons and 
daughters, keeping David’s family straight 
becomes a rather large challenge. The fol-
lowing chart from an electronic source in 
the Logos Systems materials chart out 
David’s family and connects up the sons 
to their mother in a way that makes it easier 
to keep track of who belongs to who. This 
will be a helpful reference when we begin 
the study of the scripture text. 
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In addition to the 
members of David’s 
family that are cen-
tral characters in 
these narratives, 
several other indi-
viduals surface as 
well. Some back-
ground on the major 
ones can serve as 
helpful internal his-
tory of these verses. 
 The priest Zadok 
has an interesting 
history both before 
and after the time of 
this episode at the 
end of David’s life. 
R.W. Corney 
(“Zadok the Priest,” 
Interpreter’s Dictio-
nary of the Bible, iP-
reach) has a helpful 
summation of the life 
and heritage of this 
individual: 

Priest of David. 
His descendants 
gained control of 
the priesthood of 
the Jerusalem 
temple. Zadok first 
appears, together 
with Abiathar, as priests in charge of the ark at the time of Absalom’s revolt (II Sam. 15:24-37). We next hear of 
him as a supporter of Solomon in the dynastic struggle of David’s last days (I Kings 1:22-39). After the exile of 
Abiathar, Zadok became the chief priest of the Jerusalem sanctuary (2:35). 

1. Origin. Nowhere does the OT provide us with a clear and accurate picture of the background of Zadok. The 
genealogy of (II Sam. 8:17, which makes Zadok a son of Ahitub and hence a descendant of ELI, is clearly the 
result of a textual corruption. Indeed, the prophecy post eventum of I Sam. 2:27-36 (cf. I Kings 2:27) makes it clear 
that the house of Zadok was considered to have supplanted the house of Eli. Nor are the genealogies in Chronicles 
and Ezra (I Chr. 6:1-8—H 5:27-34; 6:50-53—H 6:35-38; Ezra 7:2), which treat Zadok as a descendant of the 
Aaronide house of Eleazar, any more reliable, for they repeat the error of II Sam. 8:17. See below. 

However, it seems likely that David had a strong reason for making Zadok the equal of Abiathar, who had served 
his king loyally from the time of his break with Saul. This reason is doubtless related to the position occupied by 
Zadok before he entered the service of David. 

a. Gibeon. According to I Chr. 16:37-41 there were two important sanctuaries at the time of David—one at 
Jerusalem, to which David moved the ark, and a second at Gibeon, where the tabernacle was to be found. It was 
at the latter that Zadok is said to have officiated. Though the historicity of the passage is debatable, it may be 
argued that it preserves a genuine memory of a connection between the Gibeon shrine and Zadok. Perhaps as 
part of David’s program for making Jerusalem the focal point for the loyalty of the twelve tribes he installed the 
Gibeonite priest Zadok as one of the chief priests at Jerusalem, even as he brought the ark up from Kiriath-jearim. 
In support of this theory it is pointed out that after the exile of Abiathar not only was Zadok made the sole chief 
priest, but also Solomon went to Gibeon to sacrifice I Kings 3:4). 
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b. Kiriath-jearim. To account for the connection between Zadok and the ark, it has been suggested that Zadok 
was a priest with the ark at Kiriath-jearim. He is identified as the brother of Uzzah, the son of Abinadab, who 
helped bring the ark to Jerusalem (II Sam. 6:3, reading “his brother” for “Ahio”). This theory can be combined with 
that of Zadok’s Gibeonite origin by assuming that the house of Abinadab had moved from Gibeon to Kiriath-jearim 
after the ark had been returned by the Philistines. 

c. Jerusalem. The most probable theory is that Zadok was the priest of the Jebusite sanctuary at Jerusalem 
when the town was captured by David, and that David permitted him to retain his priestly function in order to help 
reconcile the old inhabitants to their new master. The name Zadok seems to have had a special association with 
pre-Israelite Jerusalem. Adoni-zedek was the king of Jerusalem at the time of Joshua (Josh. 10:1,3), and Melchizedek 
was its priest-king to whom Abraham gave a tithe of all he possessed (Gen. 14:17-20). The latter story may well 
be an etiological legend to justify the retention of the Jebusite Zadok by David; David was doing no more than 
Abraham had done before him. Melchizedek also appears in Ps. 110:4, where reference is made to an everlasting 
priesthood “after the order of Melchizedek” (cf. I Sam. 2:35, where the “faithful priest” who is to replace Abiathar is 
to be priest “for ever”). 

If Zadok was a Jebusite, it might explain why he supported Solomon instead of Adonijah for successor to 
David. Those who followed Adonijah had been companions of David in the early struggles of his career; the 
backers of Solomon appear for the first time in connection with the court at Jerusalem. Perhaps the former desired 
a king who would rule in accord with the old Israelite tribal ideals, while the latter desired a more powerful, 
centralized monarchy based on the common oriental pattern—a desire probably shared by the non-Israelite 
Zadok. 

2. The descendants of Zadok. The triumph of Solomon meant the triumph of Zadok; his descendants 
became the dominant priestly family in Jerusalem. Solomon appointed one of his sons priest (I Kings 4:2); 
Hezekiah’s chief priest Azariah was “of the house of Zadok” (II Chr. 31:10). The more Jerusalem became the center 
of national life, the greater was the prestige of the Zadokites. 

The fortunes of the Zadokites after the Exile are reflected in the position given to Zadok in Ezekiel and 
Chronicles. In the plan for the restoration of the temple and its worship given in Ezek. 40:1-48, the exiled Zadokites 
expect as the reward for their faithfulness to Yahweh that they alone shall perform the priestly functions in the new 
temple; the rest of the Levites are to be reduced to the status of servants (Ezek. 40:46; 43:19; 44:15; 48:11). 
Chronicles shows that after the Return this program was not put into practice, for we find Zadok enrolled in the 
larger priestly family of Aaron. But the Chronicler reserves for the family of Zadok the position of chief or “anointed” 
priest by placing him in the family of Eleazar, Aaron’s eldest son (I Chr. 6:1-8—H 5:27-34; 6:50-53—H 6:35-38; 
24:3; Ezra 7:2; I Esd. 8:2; cf. I Chr. 29:22, where it is stated that when Solomon was anointed king, Zadok was 
anointed priest). 
Thus we have here the role of a priest that had considerable influence in helping bring Solomon to 

power and in preventing Adonijah from seizing the throne from David and Solomon. 
Another character in this narrative is Abishag the Shunammite who was the young girl taking care of 

David in his old age. D. Harvey (“Abishag,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, iPreach) provides this 
summary: 

 A very beautiful Shunammite maiden, brought probably as a medical measure to restore David’s warmth and vigor 
when he was old (I Kings 1:1-4, 15; cf. Jos. Antiq. VII.xiv.3). Solomon later chose to regard Abishag as David’s 
wife, and executed Adonijah for treason when he requested her (I Kings 2:13-25). 

This action represents a strange custom in the ancient world that would not be considered appropriate for 
our day. 
  The prophet Nathan is a third individual who influences the chain of events in our passage. There are 
seven individuals with this name in the Old Testament, and this one is the prophet during David’s reign. S. 
Szikszai (“Nathan,” Interpreters Dictionary of the Bible, iPreach) has a helpful summary of this individual: 

A prophet contemporary with David. He appears three times at the scene of the events of the Davidic court. 
The first time he was consulted by David (David had just finished the building of his palace) concerning the king’s 
plans to erect a temple for the Lord. At first, Nathan approved the king’s plans, but later he revealed to David the 
divine word which prohibited the building of a sanctuary but promised the establishment of the Davidic dynasty 
forever (II Sam. 7:1-17). 

When David committed adultery with Bathsheba and murdered Uriah, her husband, Nathan presented a fictive 
legal case to David in which a rich man took away the only lamb of a poor man. When the enraged David 
announced that the rich man deserved to die, Nathan courageously confronted the royal murderer with his own 
crime (II Sam. 12:1-15). 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=Abishag&section=0&version=nrs&language=en
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In Solomon’s succession to the throne of David, Nathan, together with Solomon’s mother, Bathsheba, played 
an important role (cf. II Sam. 12:25). When Nathan was told that Adonijah, the elder brother of Solomon, had 
attempted to seize the royal throne, he sent Bathsheba to the senile David to ask him to fulfil his promise to make 
Solomon his successor; and later he, himself, went to the aged king to confirm her words. This plot of Bathsheba 
and Nathan was successful, for David ordered Nathan and Zadok the priest to anoint Solomon to be king over 
Israel on that very day (I Kings 1:5-48). 

The Chronicler maintains that Nathan wrote chronicles on the acts of David I Chr. 29:29) and of Solomon II Chr. 
9:29) and played a role in the development of temple music (29:25). 

Apparently Nathan was a court prophet who had an intensive interest in the Davidic dynasty. This fact has 
prompted some scholars to deny the historicity of his denunciation of David. However, association with the court 
of David did not necessarily mean the servility of the prophet. 

 The final individual deserving some attention because of the influence displayed is Benaiah. E. R. 
Dalglish (“Benaiah,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, iPreach) summarizes this individual in distinction 
from the eight other individuals with the same name in the Old Testament: 

The son of Jehoiada the priest; a native of the S Judean town of Kabzeel whose years of loyal military service 
ultimately gained for him the rank of commander of the army in the reign of Solomon. Although he never achieved 
the coveted rank of membership among the “Three,” his valiant deeds distinguished him as more honorable than 
the company of the Davidic Mighty Men known as the “Thirty.” His valor is illustrated by three heroic exploits: the 
liquidation of two warriors (lara) of Moab, the slaying of a lion in a pit amid the winter snow, and a victory over an 
Egyptian giant won at considerable disadvantage II Sam. 23:20-23; I Chr. 11:22-25). 

Benaiah served as captain of the Cherethites (Cretans) and Pelethites (Philistines), foreign mercenaries who 
served as the royal guard under David (II Sam. 8:18; 20:23; 23:23; I Chr. 18:17). Although he was named as the 
commander of the Davidic militia of 24,000 men, who served annually during the third month, the command 
appears to have been honorary, since his son Ammizabad was in charge of the division (I Chr. 27:5-6). 

In the final days of David, when Joab lent his support to the abortive plot of Adonijah to seize the throne, 
Benaiah supported Solomon, the Davidic nominee, and shared in his coronation at Gihon by responding to the act 
and proclamation of the coronation with an affirmation of loyalty, so it would seem, as spokesman for the people 
(I Kings 1:38). As captain of the royal guard Benaiah had the invidious task of destroying the enemies of Solomon— 
Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei (I Kings 2:25, 34, 46). As a reward for his faithful service Benaiah was made commander 
of the army by Solomon (I Kings 2:35). His son Jehoiada appears to have succeeded Ahithophel as the royal 
counselor to David (I Chr. 27:34). 
Although other people surface in this text, these appear to be the main ones who play some role the of 

train of events. We will take a closer look at David’s other son, Adonijah, in the study of the scripture text. 

 b. Literary 
The literary setting of our passage is cast in the larger picture of 1-2 Kings. Ziony Zevit (The 

Jewish Study Bible, pp. 668-669) provides a helpful overview: 
The narrative of Kings falls naturally into three sections followed by two brief appendices. The first section (1 

Kings chs 1-11) narrates the circumstances of Solomon’s ascent to the throne and describes the source of his 
wisdom, his reign over all Israel in a united kingdom, and the building and furnishing of the Temple and other 
structures; it also evaluates his religious behavior. The second section (1 Kings ch 12 - 2 Kings ch 17) begins by 
recounting the circumstances under which the northern tribes rejected the authority of Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, 
withdrew from his kingdom (henceforth called Judah), and form another, call Israel, with a king of their choosing. 
From that point the narrative provides a synchronistic, over lapping history of the kings of Judah and Israel for 
almost two centuries until the Northern Kingdom was destroyed by Assyria in 722. The third section (2 Kings 18.1- 
25.21) describes the reigns of Davidic dynasts in Judah, the Southern Kingdom, until Babylonia conquered Judah, 
ruined Jerusalem, destroyed the Temple, and executed some and exiled others from among its leading citizens in 
586. The first brief appendix (2 Kings 25.22-26) tells of the appointment and assassination of Gedaliah, a native 
Israelite appointed administrator of Judah by the Babylonians; the second (2 Kings 25.27-30)) appends a notice 
that Jehoiachin, the exiled king of Judah, was released from a Babylonian prison in the thirty-seventh year of exile. 

Thus our passage in the first two chapters of 1 Kings introduces us to Solomon at the transition of power 
from David to Solomon. 

A more helpful assessment of the literary context of chapters one and two is found in S. J. DeVries, 
First Kings, vol. 12 of the Word Biblical Commentary (Logos Systems) which reminds us of the literary 
scope of this material as the tail end of the throne-succession document that comprised the main docu-
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ment for this material: 
The fourteen episodes within the throne-succession document are as follows: 

1. David’s kindness to Mephibosheth, 2 Sam 9 
2. The Ammonite-Syrian war (I), 2 Sam 10 
3. David’s sin with Bathsheba and its consequences, 2 Sam 11:1–12:25 
4. The Ammonite-Syrian war (II), 2 Sam 12:26–31 
5. Amnon’s sin and Absalom’s vengeance, 2 Sam 13 
6. Absalom’s restoration and its consequences, 2 Sam 14:1–15:6 
7. Absalom’s revolt and David’s flight, 2 Sam 15:7–16:14 
8. Hushai’s counsel saves David from pursuit, 2 Sam 16:15–17:23 
9. The battle of the Ephraim forest, 2 Sam 17:24–18:7 
10. Absalom’s death and its consequences, 2 Sam 18:8–19:9ab (Eng. 8ab) 
11. David’s return and Sheba’s rebellion, 2 Sam 19:9b (Eng. 8b)—20:3 
12. The suppression of Sheba’s rebellion, 2 Sam 20:4–22 
13. Solomon’s party makes a successful countercoup, 1 Kgs 1:1–53 
14. Solomon establishes his rule, 1 Kgs 2:1–46a 

Summarizing conclusion, 1 Kgs 2:46b 
Our passage comes as episode 13 and part of 14. Thus it stands as the climactic part of David’s reign 

and the beginning of Solomon’s reign. 

II. Message 
The internal literary structure of our lengthy passage quite naturally divides into two basic sections 

of chapters one and two of 1 Kings. We will follow this basic pattern, although S.J. DeVries (1 Kings, vol 12 
of the Word Biblical Commentarty, Logos Systems) has a much more detailed and technical structuring of 
these chapters based on careful narrative critical procedures that is more accurate. 

 a. The Demise of David, 1:1-53 
Notes: 

Because of the extraordinarily great length of this passage we will treat it in separate chunks and 
introduce the translation texts in these smaller units. Chapter one begins with an emphasis upon the 
advanced years of David (vv. 1-4), then moves to the abortive attempt of the son Adonijah to succeed his 
father David to the throne (vv. 5-10) and then the successful efforts of Solomon to succeed his father David 
(vv. 11-53). Thus most of the chapter is devoted to the attempts of two sons to become king after the death 
of their father David. David’s final experience before death is therefore clouded by this struggle over suc-
cession by two of his sons. 

David, the old king, vv. 1-4 
NRSV: 

 1:1 King David was old and advanced in years; and although they covered him with clothes, he 
could not get warm. 2 So his servants said to him, "Let a young virgin be sought for my lord the king, 
and let her wait on the king, and be his attendant; let her lie in your bosom, so that my lord the king may 
be warm." 3 So they searched for a beautiful girl throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag 
the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The girl was very beautiful. She became the king's 
attendant and served him, but the king did not know her sexually. 

Those of us with advanced years can certainly understand the first part of this narrative about David 
not being able to get warm in spite of heavy clothes. Living in a winter climate such as that of Jerusalem 
where snow and below freezing temperatures were fairly common and living in a stone house like the royal 
palace, not being able to get warm would not be unusual, even for younger individuals. 

The curious part of these passage is the very unusual approach to solving this problem: a young 
beautiful nurse to take care of him. In some ancient texts it appears the idea was that such a woman could 
restore sexual potency, which would enable his body to feel warmth much more readily. That doesn’t 
appear to be the case here with the final sentence explicitly stating that David had no sexual contact with 
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this young woman. 
The role of this passage is to set the stage for the two narratives that follow. In those two of David’s 

sons will see him nearing the end of his life and attempt to seize the opportunity to take control of the 
kingdom. Both Adonijah and Solomon were well aware of David’s pattern of indecisiveness in dealing with 
the rebellion of two other sons, Amnon (2 Sam. 13) and Absalom (2 Sam. 14-15), previously. 

One of the things I fear the most as I move toward my mid-60s is that my mind will cease working 
clearly and correctly. The deterioration of my body I can accept without too much anxiety. And as that is 
progressively happening over the past several years, I have learned to adjust reasonably well to increasing 
limitation of physical activities. But to loose one’s mental capabilities is very frightening. King David seemed 
to experience the intensification of some of his earlier personality traits in his old age. Added to that was 
that he had not made clear cut public plans for succession to the throne after his death, even though years 
before he had promised the throne to Bathsheba’s son. Given the fact that Israel had never gone through 
such an experience before, uncertainty bred these abortive attempts to seize the throne. One clear impli-
cation of these verses in this context is that everyone needs a clear, legal will in place to guide others in the 
distribution of property etc. once death has come. 

Adonijah’s Abortive Attempt, vv. 5-10 

NRSV 
5 Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king"; he prepared for himself chariots and 

horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, "Why have 
you done thus and so?" He was also a very handsome man, and he was born next after Absalom. 7 He conferred 
with Joab son of Zeruiah and with the priest Abiathar, and they supported Adonijah. 8 But the priest Zadok, and 
Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the prophet Nathan, and Shimei, and Rei, and David's own warriors did not side with 
Adonijah. 9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fatted cattle by the stone Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel, and 
he invited all his brothers, the king's sons, and all the royal officials of Judah, 10 but he did not invite the prophet 
Nathan or Benaiah or the warriors or his brother Solomon. 

The next oldest son after Absolom, who was dead by this point, decided that the throne should be his. 
Thus he convinced David’s commanding general, Joab, and the chief priest, Abiathar, to support him in this 
effort to seize the throne and force David to acknowledge him as the legitimate successor. John William 
Wevers (“1 Kings,” Interpreter’s One Volume Commentary on the Bible, iPreach) provides a helpful sum-
mary of these verses: 

Adonijah, the crown prince—with the connivance of Joab and Abiathar, David’s military commander and chief 
priest respectively—determines to take over the throne from his old father, using tactics similar to those of his late 
brother Absalom (cf. 2 Samuel 15:1). The court is divided in its loyalties. Those who do not take part in the attempt 
are listed in vs. 8; among them are the mighty men, i.e. the mercenaries. The planned coup d’état is well 
supported by the court and the Judean officials, and might have succeeded but for the prompt intervention of those 
of the pro-Solomon party, who are naturally not invited to the feast. En-rogel is usually identified with a spring near 
the juncture of the Kidron and Hinnom valleys . 

S.J. DeVries (First Kings, vol. 12 of the Word Biblical Commentary, Logos Systems) provides more back-
ground details: 

“Joab son of Zeruiah”: a cousin of David, along with Abishai and his deceased brother Asahel, he had often 
advanced David’s interests through deeds of ruthless violence (2 Sam 3:27, 18:15, 20:10), but was skilled also in 
the use of stealth when needed (2 Sam 14:1–24, 20:8–10); indeed, to have Joab at the head of his conspirators 
gave Adonijah access to Israel’s entire army (2 Sam 20:23; cf. 1 Kgs 1:19), far more powerful than the palace 
guard that Benaiah commanded. “Abiathar the priest”: son of Ahimelech, priest of Nob, he had served David from 
the beginning of his struggles (cf. 1 Sam 22:20–23), but perhaps a long-standing rivalry with Zadok (cf. 2 Sam 
20:25), who had become David’s favorite, led him now to join forces with Adonijah and Joab. “Zadok the priest”: the 
want of narrative material makes probable the thesis that this man had all along been priest of the Jebusite shrine 
in Jerusalem (cf. H. H. Rowley, JBL 58 [1939], 113–41; G. Ch. Macholz, DBAT 10 [1975], 18–20); to him and his 
descendants belonged the future highpriesthood in Israel. “Benaiah son of Jehoiada”; see 2 Sam 20:23, 23:20–23. 
“Nathan the prophet”: so in 2 Sam 7:2; cf. 12:1; wherever Nathan is mentioned, his role seems more political- 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=2+Sam+13&section=0&version=nrs&language=en
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=2+Samuel+13&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=2sa&NavGo=13&NavNextChapter=%3E%3E&NavCurrentChapter=13
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Joab&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=2sa&NavGo=14&NavCurrentChapter=14
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Abiathar&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=Joab
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institutional than charismatic-prophetic, yet he does act to superintend politics in the name of a transcendental 
purpose. 

The narrator makes the explicit observation the David had never disciplined Adonijah, thus setting the 
stage for this attempt to take over from his father by force. 

One thing that jumps off this page is the failure of David as a parent. When David reached the end of 
his life, his children, instead of reaching out to take care of him with love and respect, were counting the 
days until they could get rid of the old man. Although not uncommon in that era when a man had multiple 
wives and especially when he possessed wealth and power, a certain tragic stream runs through this 
narrative with the strained relations between a father and his children. 

Solomon’s Rise to Power, vv. 11-53 
The remainder of chaper one describes how Solomon rose to power instead of Adonijah. It begins with 

the immediate efforts of Nathan the prophet and Bathsheba the mother to block the attempt of Adonijah, vv. 
11-27. Then the anointing of Solomon as king follows, vv. 28-40. The shocking news of Solomon’s anoint-
ing comes to Adonijah and his supporters, vv. 41-53. We will explore these verses with these divisions. 

Adonijah’s Efforts Blocked, vv. 11-27. 
NRSV 

11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, Solomon's mother, "Have you not heard that Adonijah son of Haggith has 
become king and our lord David does not know it? 12 Now therefore come, let me give you advice, so that you may 
save your own life and the life of your son Solomon. 13 Go in at once to King David, and say to him, "Did you not, 
my lord the king, swear to your servant, saying: Your son Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on 
my throne? Why then is Adonijah king?' 14 Then while you are still there speaking with the king, I will come in after 
you and confirm your words." 15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his room. The king was very old; Abishag the 
Shunammite was attending the king. 16 Bathsheba bowed and did obeisance to the king, and the king said, "What 
do you wish?" 17 She said to him, "My lord, you swore to your servant by the Lord your God, saying: Your son 
Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne. 18 But now suddenly Adonijah has become king, 
though you, my lord the king, do not know it. 19 He has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in abundance, and 
has invited all the children of the king, the priest Abiathar, and Joab the commander of the army; but your servant 
Solomon he has not invited. 20 But you, my lord the king—the eyes of all Israel are on you to tell them who shall 
sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with 
his ancestors, that my son Solomon and I will be counted offenders." 

22 While she was still speaking with the king, the prophet Nathan came in. 23 The king was told, "Here is the 
prophet Nathan." When he came in before the king, he did obeisance to the king, with his face to the ground. 24 
Nathan said, "My lord the king, have you said, "Adonijah shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne'? 
25 For today he has gone down and has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all 
the king's children, Joab the commander of the army, and the priest Abiathar, who are now eating and drinking 
before him, and saying, "Long live King Adonijah!' 26 But he did not invite me, your servant, and the priest Zadok, 
and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon. 27 Has this thing been brought about by my lord the king 
and you have not let your servants know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?" 

The key player here is the prophet Nathan. First he alerts Bathsheba of Adonijah’s plans and advises 
her to go the king tell him what is taking place and to remind him of his promise to her years before (vv. 11- 
21). They then plan for Nathan to come in to the king during the middle of the conversation in order to 
confirm Bathsheba’s words to David (v. 14). This Nathan does (vv. 22-27). Both relay to David the details 
of what not only Adonijah is doing, but also of the support that Joab and Abiathar have given to Adonijah. The 
words of both of them become convincing to David. This is quite a shift in circumstances from the first 
encounter of Nathan and David when he rebuked David for taking Bathsheba as his wife (2 Sam. 11). Now 
Nathan and Bathsheba are working closely together in order to secure the throne for Solomon, her son. 

Solomon’s Anointing as King, vv. 28-40 
28 King David answered, "Summon Bathsheba to me." So she came into the king's presence, and stood before 

the king. 29 The king swore, saying, "As the Lord lives, who has saved my life from every adversity, 30 as I swore 
to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, "Your son Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Nathan&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=Zadok
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=2+Sam+11&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=Abiathar
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in my place,' so will I do this day." 31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground, and did obeisance to the 
king, and said, "May my lord King David live forever!" 

32 King David said, "Summon to me the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada." 
When they came before the king, 33 the king said to them, "Take with you the servants of your lord, and have my 
son Solomon ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34 There let the priest Zadok and the prophet 
Nathan anoint him king over Israel; then blow the trumpet, and say, "Long live King Solomon!' 35 You shall go up 
following him. Let him enter and sit on my throne; he shall be king in my place; for I have appointed him to be ruler 
over Israel and over Judah." 36 Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, "Amen! May the Lord, the God of my 
lord the king, so ordain. 37 As the Lord has been with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon, and make his 
throne greater than the throne of my lord King David." 

38 So the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites, went down and had Solomon ride on King David's mule, and led him to Gihon. 39 There the priest Zadok 
took the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, "Long 
live King Solomon!" 40 And all the people went up following him, playing on pipes and rejoicing with great joy, so 
that the earth quaked at their noise. 

David’s first reaction is to summon Bathsheba back into the king’s presence. Although the previous 
text doesn’t mention her departure, verse 28 makes it clear that most of Nathan’s conversation with David 
took place after Bathsheba had left the room. The first segment of this part (vv. 28-31) of the narrative 
implies also that Nathan had left the king’s presence and that Bathsheba was alone with the king. In this 
conversation, David reaffirmed his earlier promise to Bathsheba that her son, Solomon, would be the king 
who would succeed him. Interestingly, no mention of this promise surfaces in any of the scripture texts. 
Choon-Leong Seow (“First and Second Kings,” New Interpreter’s Bible, iPreach) informs us: 

Nathan and Bathsheba seem to be taking advantage of the old man's senility. The prophet suggests that 
Bathsheba ask David if the king himself had not sworn to her that Solomon would be his successor. In Bathsheba's 
own rendering, however, the leading question posed by Nathan turns into an indicative statement, an outright 
reminder of the king's supposed commitment to her: “My lord, you yourself swore to me” (v. 17). It is in Nathan's 
prompting of Bathsheba (v. 13) that the reader first learns of this putative commitment on David's part; nothing is 
said of such an oath in earlier narratives or, indeed, anywhere else in the Bible, which would be completely 
surprising, given the importance of such a tradition to the Davidic monarchy. If such a decisive oath had actually 
been made, or if it had been made in private between David and Bathsheba (perhaps as “pillow talk”), it would be 
very strange that she should have to be reminded of it by Nathan. Moreover, when Nathan appears to “confirm” (mille) 
Bathsheba's words (v. 14), he makes no mention at all of such a promise 
(vv. 22-27). He asks only if David has, in fact, designated Adonijah to be the 
successor, implicitly conceding that to be a legitimate option (cf. 1 Kgs 
2:15). 

Whatever the circumstance of the earlier promise, David takes action 
on the basis of it and summons three key leaders in order to give them 
instructions on how to proceed with the anointing of Solomon as king, 
vv. 32-37. These men were Zadok, the priest who was in favor with 
David rather than Abiathar. The prophet Nathan was the second. The 
third was Benaiah, who served as commander of the mercenaries (the 
Cherethites [Cretans] and Pelethites [Philistines]) that formed the royal body 
guard for David. 

These three, along with David’s contingent of body guards, led 
Solomon to Gihon and anointed him king. B.A. Barrois (“Gihon,” 
Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, iPreach) provides some background 
on this site: 

The spring gushes forth intermittently from a natural cave, once or 
twice a day at the end of the dry season, four to five times a day after a 
rainy winter. The etymology of "Gihon" may refer to this phenomenon. The 
pre-Israelite inhabitants of Jerusalem had dug an underground passage 
which permitted them to draw the water of Gihon without being exposed to 
an eventual enemy in case of a siege (see WATERWORKS). After the 
conquest by David, this passage went out of use, and the water was collected in a reservoir, from which an 
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aqueduct with lateral openings ensured a more efficient irrigation of the valley. The surplus flowed into a second pool 
toward the junction of the Tyropoeon with the Kidron. The Assyrian threat prompted Hezekiah to block the spring 
and the aqueduct, and to make a tunnel which branched off from the cave and led the water to new reservoirs in the 
Tyropoeon, within the fortified perimeter of the city (see POOL; SHELAH, POOL OF; SILOAM). Whereas the tunnel 
is still in use, the gradual filling of the Kidron Valley has altered the surroundings of the spring, which is now reached 
from outside by two successive flights of steps. 

The word “Gihon” means spring in Hebrew and this one was located in the Kidron Valley just outside the old 
city wall of Jerusalem on the southeast side. See map on previous page. With great celebration the en-
tourage rejoiced in the anointing of a new king of Israel at the spring, just outside the city. This sets the 
stage for the final segment: the shocking news of Solomon’s anointing as king is brought to Adonijah, vv. 
41-53. 

Shocking News brought to Adonijah, vv. 41-53 
NRSV 

41 Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting. When Joab heard the 
sound of the trumpet, he said, "Why is the city in an uproar?" 42 While he was still speaking, Jonathan son of the 
priest Abiathar arrived. Adonijah said, "Come in, for you are a worthy man and surely you bring good news." 43 
Jonathan answered Adonijah, "No, for our lord King David has made Solomon king; 44 the king has sent with him the 
priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and they 
had him ride on the king's mule; 45 the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan have anointed him king at Gihon; and 
they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you heard. 46 Solomon 
now sits on the royal throne. 47 Moreover the king's servants came to congratulate our lord King David, saying, 
"May God make the name of Solomon more famous than yours, and make his throne greater than your throne.' The 
king bowed in worship on the bed 48 and went on to pray thus, "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who today 
has granted one of my offspring to sit on my throne and permitted me to witness it.' " 49 Then all the guests of 
Adonijah got up trembling and went their own ways. 50 Adonijah, fearing Solomon, got up and went to grasp the 
horns of the altar. 51 Solomon was informed, "Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon; see, he has laid hold of the horns 
of the altar, saying, "Let King Solomon swear to me first that he will not kill his servant with the sword.' " 52 So 
Solomon responded, "If he proves to be a worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the ground; but if wickedness 
is found in him, he shall die." 53 Then King Solomon sent to have him brought down from the altar. He came to do 
obeisance to King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, "Go home." 

Adonijah and his entourage had gone to “the stone Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel” for his carnation 
party (v. 9). En-rogel was located further down the Kidron Valley about where it intersects the Hinnom 
Valley and was also a spring as G.A. Barrois suggests (“En-rogel,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, 
iPreach): 

A spring near Jerusalem, in the valley of the Kidron. It marked the limit between the tribes of Benjamin and 
Judah (Josh. 15:7; 18:16) When David had to flee from Jerusalem in the days of Absalom's rebellion, two of his men 
remained near En-rogel to gather intelligence concerning the progress of the revolt in the capital city (II Sam. 17: 
17). The clandestine coronation of Adonijah took place by the Serpent's Stone, near the spring I Kings 1:9). En- 
rogel is commonly identified with the so-called Bir Ayyub, "Job's Well," on the left bank of the Wadi en-Nar (the 
Kidron), shortly after its junction with the Wadi er-Rababi (Valley of Hinnom).* The well is sunk deep into the rock 
and reaches an underground stream of water which gushes to the surface and flows down the valley after abundant 
winter rainfalls. The gradual filling of the valley has made it necessary to line the upper parts of the well with stone 
masonries which in their oldest stage may go back to Roman times. The constructions seen over the well are 
modern. 

Thus the two groups weren’t that far apart, less than half a mile. When detailed news about the commotion 
was brought to Adonijah and his group, fear seized the entire group. Most everyone scattered like a covey 
of quails that had been “pot shot.” John William Weavers again provides a helpful summary: 

The disconcerting news quickly breaks up the feast. The ex-crown prince, fearing for his life, flees for sanctuary to 
the tent of Yahweh, where he touches the horns of the altar. By this symbolic act he invokes God’s protection. 
Solomon is told of Adonijah’s action and sends a message to him promising him royal pardon for his treachery if 
he remains fully loyal to the new king. But at the first sign of wickedness, i.e. disloyalty, he will be put to death. 
Adonijah then follows the suit of the courtiers and pledges his loyalty to his brother, who dismisses him curtly. 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=Gihon&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=2sa&NavGo=12&NavCurrentChapter=12
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=En-rogel&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=Gihon
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This provides Adonijah only a temporary reprieve. When he convinces Bathsheba to request Solomon to 
give him Abishag -- the young virgin who had taken care of David -- for a wife, Solomon interpreted this as 
treason and has Adonijah executed (2:13-24). This in turn led to the banishment of Abiathar, the priest 
(2:26-28), and eventually to the execution of Joab (2:28-35). 

What we see in this narrative is the kind of violent actions accompanying the succession of kings in 
Old Testament history. Unfortunately, this kind of thing has remained true down through the subsequent 
centuries where kings reign. It is happening in our world even today, where such a political system is in 
place. For me, a major implication of this is the importance of the rule of constitutional law and a demo-
cratic system of government where the people choose their leaders. It was the dark side of the same kind 
of violent governmental system that prompted our forefathers to leave home and family in Europe to settle 
the new world and build our American system of democracy. May we learn from this and affirm our com-
mitment to democracy and prevent any political leader from assuming too much power! 

 b. David’s Advice to Solomon, 2:1-12 
NASB 

2:1 As David's time to die drew 
near, he charged Solomon his son, 
saying, 2 "I am going the way of all 
the earth. Be strong, therefore, and 
show yourself a man. 3 Keep the 
charge of the LORD your God, to walk 
in His ways, to keep His statutes, His 
commandments, His ordinances, and 
His testimonies, according to what is 
written in the Law of Moses, that you 
may succeed in all that you do and 
wherever you turn, 4 so that the LORD 
may carry out His promise which He 
spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your 
sons are careful of their way, to walk 
before Me in truth with all their heart 
and with all their soul, you shall not 
lack a man on the throne of Israel.' 5 
"Now you also know what Joab the 
son of Zeruiah did to me, what he did 
to the two commanders of the armies 
of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner, and 
to Amasa the son of Jether, whom he 
killed; he also shed the blood of war 
in peace. And he put the blood of war 
on his belt about his waist, and on his 
sandals on his feet. 6 So act accord-
ing to your wisdom, and do not let his 
gray hair go down to Sheol in peace. 
7 But show kindness to the sons of 
Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them 
be among those who eat at your table; 
for they assisted me when I fled from 
Absalom your brother. 8 Behold, there 
is with you Shimei the son of Gera 
the Benjamite, of Bahurim; now it was 
he who cursed me with a violent curse 
on the day I went to Mahanaim. But 
when he came down to me at the Jor-
dan, I swore to him by the LORD, say-

NRSV 
 2:1 When David's time to die drew 

near, he charged his son Solomon, 
saying: 2 "I am about to go the way of 
all the earth. Be strong, be coura-
geous, 3 and keep the charge of the 
Lord your God, walking in his ways and 
keeping his statutes, his command-
ments, his ordinances, and his testi-
monies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, so that you may prosper in all 
that you do and wherever you turn. 4 
Then the Lord will establish his word 
that he spoke concerning me: "If your 
heirs take heed to their way, to walk 
before me in faithfulness with all their 
heart and with all their soul, there shall 
not fail you a successor on the throne 
of Israel.' 5 "Moreover you know also 
what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me, 
how he dealt with the two command-
ers of the armies of Israel, Abner son 
of Ner, and Amasa son of Jether, 
whom he murdered, retaliating in time 
of peace for blood that had been shed 
in war, and putting the blood of war on 
the belt around his waist, and on the 
sandals on his feet. 6 Act therefore 
according to your wisdom, but do not 
let his gray head go down to Sheol in 
peace. 7 Deal loyally, however, with the 
sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let 
them be among those who eat at your 
table; for with such loyalty they met 
me when I fled from your brother 
Absalom. 8 There is also with you 
Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite 
from Bahurim, who cursed me with a 
terrible curse on the day when I went 
to Mahanaim; but when he came down 
to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to 

NLT 
2:1 As the time of King David's 

death approached, he gave this charge 
to his son Solomon: 2 "I am going 
where everyone on earth must some-
day go. Take courage and be a man. 
3 Observe the requirements of the 
LORD your God and follow all his 
ways. Keep each of the laws, com-
mands, regulations, and stipulations 
written in the law of Moses so that you 
will be successful in all you do and 
wherever you go. 4 If you do this, then 
the LORD will keep the promise he 
made to me: 'If your descendants live 
as they should and follow me faithfully 
with all their heart and soul, one of 
them will always sit on the throne of 
Israel.' 5 "And there is something else. 
You know that Joab son of Zeruiah 
murdered my two army commanders, 
Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of 
Jether. He pretended that it was an 
act of war, but it was done in a time of 
peace, staining his belt and sandals 
with the blood of war. 6 Do with him 
what you think best, but don't let him 
die in peace. 7 "Be kind to the sons of 
Barzillai of Gilead. Make them perma-
nent guests of the king, for they took 
care of me when I fled from your 
brother Absalom. 8 "And remember 
Shimei son of Gera, the man from 
Bahurim in Benjamin. He cursed me 
with a terrible curse as I was fleeing 
to Mahanaim. When he came down 
to meet me at the Jordan River, I swore 
by the LORD that I would not kill him. 
9 But that oath does not make him 
innocent. You are a wise man, and you 
will know how to arrange a bloody 
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ing, 'I will not put you to death with the 
sword.' 9 Now therefore, do not let him 
go unpunished, for you are a wise man; 
and you will know what you ought to 
do to him, and you will bring his gray 
hair down to Sheol with blood." 10 Then 
David slept with his fathers and was 
buried in the city of David. 11 The days 
that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years: seven years he reigned in He-
bron and thirty-three years he reigned 
in Jerusalem. 12 And Solomon sat on 
the throne of David his father, and his 
kingdom was firmly established. 

him by the Lord, "I will not put you to 
death with the sword.' 9 Therefore do 
not hold him guiltless, for you are a 
wise man; you will know what you 
ought to do to him, and you must bring 
his gray head down with blood to 
Sheol." 10 Then David slept with his 
ancestors, and was buried in the city 
of David. 11 The time that David 
reigned over Israel was forty years; he 
reigned seven years in Hebron, and 
thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12 So 
Solomon sat on the throne of his fa-
ther David; and his kingdom was firmly 
established. 

death for him." 10 Then David died and 
was buried in the City of David. 11 He 
had reigned over Israel for forty years, 
seven of them in Hebron and thirty- 
three in Jerusalem. 12 Solomon suc-
ceeded him as king, replacing his fa-
ther, David, and he was firmly estab-
lished on the throne. 

Notes: 
Chapter two constitutes the final, fourteenth episode of the Succession Narrative. Verses 1-12 then are 

the first part of that final chapter of David’s life. Verse one anticipates verses ten through twelve which 
describe David’s death. Between is contained David’s deathbed advice to his son Solomon. Two empha-
ses are found, and they seem rather contradictory to each other. The first part, vv. 2-4, stresses the 
importance of following the ways of God and would be expected from a godly ruler. The second part, vv. 5- 
9, have a vengeful tone encouraging Solomon to get rid of David’s powerful enemies as a safety measure 
to insure a successful reign by Solomon. In the larger context of chapter two, verses 13-46a describe 
Solomon carrying out David’s exhortation. Thus Solomon began his reign with a purging of dangerous 
enemies of his father that rival or surpass anything that the Iraqi ruler Saddam Hussein is charged with 
doing in our day. 

The end of David (vv. 1a, 10-11): “2:1 When David's time to die drew near, .... 10 Then David slept with his 
ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. 11 The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned 
seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.” The initial statement reflects a frequent Hebrew 
tendency of calling in the family etc. for a deathbed word of advice; compare Gen. 27:1; 49; Deut. 33:1; 
Josh. 24:1. After the speech then the death of the individual is described with some characterizing state-
ment about him. Other similar instances are found beginning in 1 Kings 11:43: “Solomon slept with his 
ancestors and was buried in the city of his father David; and his son Rehoboam succeeded him.” The Deuterono-
mist rounds off David’s reign to forty years, with seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusa-
lem. This differs slightly from the account in 2 Sam. 5:4-5: “4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned forty years. 5 At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he 
reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.” 

The location of David’s burial site is noted by S.J. DeVries (WBC) as: “The tombs of the Judahite kings 
have been identified on the south slope of Ophel, and it is more probable that David was buried there than at the 
traditional site, shown to modern-day tourists, on the now unoccupied southern extremity of the western hill.” 

David’s advice (vv. 2-9). First, David admonishes Solomon to be faithful to God (vv. 2-4), reflecting the 
theological view of the Deuteronomic history of faithfulness being rewarded by God. Then there comes in 
vv. 5-9, as John William Wever describes: 

David gives detailed instructions about 3 cases: (a) Joab wreaked private vengeance in wartime (cf. 2 Samuel 
3:27; 20:10). This endangered the security of the dynasty, since by this action guilt was attached to the royal 
house. Joab was David’s appointee, and thus his act of barbarity involved the peace of his master’s house. This 
breach of communal health can be healed only by Joab’s violent death in turn. (b) David owes a debt of gratitude 
to Barzillai (cf. 2 Samuel 17:27-29; 19:31-39) which Solomon is told to pay to his family. (c) The curse of Shimei 
still lies on David’s house (cf. 2 Samuel 16:5-14). In a moment of weakness David swore (cf. 2 Samuel 19:18-23) 
that he would not kill him, but meanwhile the curse is still effective. Again only Shimei’s violent death can render 
the evil inherent in the curse inoperative. Since Solomon is free of his father’s oath, he is told to take care of the 
matter. 
David’s life was full of contradictions. He was a man after God’s own heart, was generally sensitive to 

God’s ways etc. But also he was a miserable parent, sometimes full of vengeful hate of others, capable of 
grevous sins. From both the positive and dark sides we can learn how to better serve our God. But our 
model as Christians rises to new heights in the life of our Lord. 
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1 Kings 1:1-2:12 Hebrew Text 

 ~ydIêg”B.B; ‘WhSu’k;y>w: ~ymi_Y”B; aB’Þ !qeêz” ‘dwID” %l,M,Ûh;w>  WTT 1 Kings 1:1 

‘Al* ~x;ÞyI al{ïw> 
 hl’êWtb. hr”ä[]n: ‘%l,M,’h; ynIÜdoal; Wvúq.b;y> wyd”ªb’[] Alå Wrm.aYOõw: 2 

 ~x;Þw> ^q,êyxeb. hb’äk.v’w> tn<k<+so Alß-yhit.W %l,M,êh; ynEåp.li ‘hd”m.[‘(w> 
‘%l,M,(h; ynIïdoal; 

 ‘gv;ybia]-ta, Waªc.m.YIw:) lae_r”f.yI lWbåG> lkoßB. hp’êy” hr”ä[]n: ‘Wvq.b;y>w: 3 
‘%l,M,(l; Ht’Þao WabiîY”w: tyMiên:WVåh; 

 Whteêr>v”åT.w: ‘tn<k,’so %l,M,Ûl; yhi’T.w: dao+m.-d[; hp’äy” hr”Þ[]N:h:)w> 4 
‘H[‘(d”y> al{ï %l,M,Þh;w> 

 bk,r<… Alª f[;Y:åw: %l{=m.a, ynIåa] rmoàale aFeîn:t.mi tyGI±x;-!b, hY”ônIdoa]w: 5 
‘wyn”)p’l. ~yciîr” vyaiÞ ~yViîmix]w: ~yviêr”p’äW 

 aWhÜ-~g:w> t’yfi_[‘ hk’K’ä [:WDßm; rmoêale ‘wym’Y”mi wybiÛa’ Ab’c’[]-al{)w> 6 
‘~Al)v’b.a; yrEîx]a; hd”Þl.y” Atðaow> daoêm. ‘ra;To’-bAj) 

 !hE+Koh; rt”åy”b.a, ~[iÞw> hy”ëWrc.-!B, ba’äAy ~[i… wyr”êb’d> Wyæh.YIw: 7 
‘hY”)nIdoa] yrEÞx]a; Wrêz>[.Y:w:) 

 y[iêrEw> y[iäm.viw> ‘aybiN”h; !t”Ün”w> [d”øy”Ahy>-!b, Why””n”b.W !heKoh;û qAdåc’w> 8 
‘WhY”)nIdoa]-~[i Wyàh’ al{ï dwI+d”l. rv<åa] ~yrIßABGIh;w> 

 tl,x,êZOh; !b,a,ä ~[i… ayrIêm.W ‘rq’b’W !acoÜ WhY”©nIdoa] xB;äz>YIw: 9 
 %l,M,êh; ynEåB. ‘wyx’a,-lK’-ta, ar”ªq.YIw: lgE+ro !y[eä lc,aeÞ-rv,a] 

‘%l,M,(h; ydEîb.[; hd”ÞWhy> yveîn>a;-lk’l.W 
 wyxiÞa’ hmoïl{v.-ta,w> ~yrI±ABGIh;-ta,w> Why”÷n”b.W aybi’N”h; •!t’n”-ta,w>) 10 

‘ar”(q’ al{ï 
 T.[;m;êv’ aAlåh] rmoêale ‘hmol{v.-~ae [b;v,Û-tB;-la, !t’ªn” rm,aYOæw: 11 

‘[d”(y” al{ï dwIßd” WnynEïdoa]w: tyGI+x;-!b, WhY”ånIdoa] %l:ßm’ yKiî 
 vp,n<ï-ta,w> %veêp.n:-ta, ‘yjiL.m;W hc’_[e an”ß %cEï[‘yai yki²l. hT’§[;w> 12 

‘hmo)l{v. %nEßB. 
 ynIådoa] hT’úa;-al{)h] ‘wyl’ae T.r>m:Üa’w> dwI©D” %l,M,äh;-la, ŸyaiboåW ykiúl. 13 

 yr:êx]a; %l{æm.yI ‘%nEb. hmoÜl{v.-yKi( rmoêale ‘̂ t.m’(a]l; T’[.B;Ûv.nI %l,M,ªh; 
‘Why”)nIdoa] %l:ïm’ [:WDßm;W yai_s.Ki-l[; bveäyE aWhßw> 

 %yIr:êx]a; aAbåa’ ‘ynIa]w: %l,M,_h;-~[i ~v’Þ tr<B,îd:m. %d”±A[ hNE©hi 14 
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‘%yIr”)b’D>-ta, ytiÞaLemiW 
 dao+m. !qEåz” %l,M,Þh;w> hr”d>x;êh; ‘%l,M,’h;-la, [b,v,Û-tb; abo’T’w: 15 

‘%l,M,(h;-ta, tr:Þv’m. tyMiên:WVåh; ‘gv;ybia]w:) 
‘%L”)-hm; %l,M,Þh; rm,aYOðw: %l,M,_l; WxT;Þv.Tiw: [b;v,ê-tB; dQoåTiw: 16 

 ^t,êm’a]l;( ‘̂ yh,’l{a/ hw”ÜhyB;( T’[.B;øv.nI hT’’a; ‘ynIdoa] Alª rm,aToåw: 17 

‘yai(s.Ki-l[; bveîyE aWhßw> yr”_x]a; %l{æm.yI %nEßb. hmoïl{v.-yKi( 
‘T’[.d”(y” al{ï %l,M,Þh; ynIïdoa] hT’²[;w> %l”+m’ hY”ßnIdoa] hNEïhi hT’§[;w> 18 

 %l,M,êh; ynEåB.-lk’l. ‘ar”q.YIw: èbrol’ é!acow>-ayrIm.W¥ rAvð xB;z>YIw:û 19 

 al{ï ß̂D>b.[; hmoïl{v.liw> ab’_C’h; rf:å ba’ÞyOl.W !heêKoh; ‘rt’y”b.a,l.W 
‘ar”(q’ 

 ~h,êl’ dyGIåh;l. ^yl,_[‘ laeÞr”f.yI-lk’ ynEïy[e %l,M,êh; ynIådoa] ‘hT’a;w> 20 

‘wyr”(x]a; %l,M,Þh;-ynI)doa] aSeîKi-l[; bve²yE ymiª 
 ynIïb.W ynI±a] ytiyyI©h’w> wyt’_boa]-~[i %l,M,Þh;-ynI)doa] bk;îv.Ki hy”ḧ’w> 21 

‘~yai(J’x; hmoßl{v. 
‘aB’( aybiÞN”h; !t”ïn”w> %l,M,_h;-~[i tr<B,Þd:m. hN”d<ïA[ hNE±hiw> 22 

 %l,M,êh; ynEåp.li ‘aboY”w: aybi_N”h; !t”ån” hNEßhi rmoêale ‘%l,M,’l; WdyGIÜY:w: 23 

‘hc’r>a”) wyP’Þa;-l[; %l,M,²l; WxT;óv.YIw: 
 %l{æm.yI WhY”ßnIdoa] T’r>m;êa’ hT’äa; %l,M,êh; ynIådoa] è!t’n” érm,aYOw: 24 

‘yai(s.Ki-l[; bveîyE aWhßw> yr”_x]a; 
 •ar”q.YIw: èbrol’ é!acow>-ayrIm.W¥ rAvð xB;z>YIw:û ~AY©h; dr:äy” ŸyKiä 25 

 ~N”±hiw> !heêKoh; rt”åy”b.a,l.W ‘ab’C’h; yrEÛf’l.W %l,M,øh; ynE”B.-lk’l. 
‘WhY”)nIdoa] %l,M,îh; yxiÞy> Wrêm.aYOæw: wyn”+p’l. ~ytiÞvow> ~yliîk.ao 

 [d”²y”Ahy>-!b, Why”ôn”b.liw> !heøKoh; qdo’c’l.W ^D<b.[;û-ynI)a] yliäw> 26 

‘ar”(q’ al{ï ̂ ßD>b.[; hmoïl{v.liw> 
 ‘T’[.d:’Ah al{Üw> hZ<+h; rb”åD”h; hy”ßh.nI %l,M,êh; ynIådoa] ‘taeme ~aiª 27 

 ‘wyr”(x]a; %l,M,Þh;-ynI)doa] aSeîKi-l[; bve²yE ymiª Î ê̂D>b.[;Ð ¿^yD<b.[;À-ta,( 
s 

 ynEåp.li ‘aboT’w: [b;v’_-tb;l. yliÞ-War>qi rm,aYOëw: ‘dwID” %l,M,Ûh; ![;Y:”w: 28 

‘%l,M,(h; ynEïp.li dmoß[]T;w:) %l,M,êh; 
 yviÞp.n:-ta, hd”îP’-rv,a] hw”ḧy>-yx; rm:+aYOw: %l,M,Þh; [b;îV’YIw: 29 

‘hr”(c’-lK’mi 
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 rmoêale ‘laer”f.yI yheÛl{a/ hw””hyB; %l’ø yTi[.B;’v.nI •rv,a]K; yKi‡ 30 

 yKi² yT’_x.T; yaiÞs.Ki-l[; bveîyE aWh±w> yr:êx]a; %l{æm.yI ‘%nEb. hmoÜl{v.-yKi( 
‘hZ<)h; ~AYðh; hf,Þ[/a, !KEï 

 yxiªy> rm,aTo§w: %l,M,_l; WxT;Þv.Tiw: #r<a,ê ‘~yIP;’a; [b;v,Û-tB; dQo’Tiw: 31 

p ‘~l’([ol. dwIßD” %l,M,îh; ynI±doa] 
 aybiêN”h; !t”ån”l.W ‘!heKoh; qAdÜc’l. yliú-War>qi dwI©D” %l,M,äh; Ÿrm,aYOæw: 32 

‘%l,M,(h; ynEïp.li WaboßY”w: [d”_y”Ahy>-!B, Why”ßn”b.liw> 
 ~k,êynEdoa] ydEäb.[;-ta, ‘~k,M’[i WxÜq. ~h,ªl’ %l,M,øh; rm,aYO”w: 33 

 ~T,îd>r:Ahw> yli_-rv,a] hD”Þr>Pih;-l[; ynIëb. hmoål{v.-ta, ‘~T,b.K;r>hiw> 
‘!Ax)GI-la, Atßao 

 %l,m,Þl. aybi²N”h; !t”ôn”w> !heøKoh; qAd’c’ ~v’û Atåao xv;äm’W 34 

‘hmo)l{v. %l,M,îh; yxiÞy> ~T,§r>m;a]w: rp’êAVB; ‘~T,[.q;t.W lae_r”f.yI-l[; 
 yT’_x.T; %l{àm.yI aWhïw> yaiês.Ki-l[; bv;äy”w> ‘ab’W wyr”ªx]a; ~t,äyli[]w: 35 

‘hd”(Why>-l[;w> laeÞr”f.yI-l[; dygIën” tAyæh.li( ‘ytiyWI’ci AtÜaow> 
 rm:åayO !Ke… !mE+a’ Ÿrm,aYOæw: %l,M,Þh;-ta, [d”²y”Ah*y>-!b, Why”ôn”B. ![;Y:”w: 36 

‘%l,M,(h; ynIïdoa] yheÞl{a/ hw”ëhy> 
 Îhy<åh.yI)Ð ¿yhiy>À !KEß %l,M,êh; ynIådoa]-~[i ‘hw”hy> hy”Üh’ rv,’a]K; 37 

‘dwI)D” %l,M,îh; ynIßdoa] aSeêKimi’ Aaês.Ki-ta, ‘lDEg:ywI) hmo+l{v.-~[i 
 ‘ytirEK.h;w> [d”ªy”Ahy>-!b, Why”ån”b.W aybiøN”h; !t’’n”w> !heKoh;û qAdåc’ dr,YEåw: 38 

 WkliîYOw: dwI+D” %l,M,äh; tD:Þr>Pi-l[; hmoêl{v.-ta, ‘WbKi’r>Y:w: ytiêleP.h;w> 
‘!Ax)GI-l[; Atßao 

 xv;Þm.YIw: lh,aoêh’-!mi ‘!m,V,’h; !r<q<Ü-ta, !heøKoh; qAd’c’ •xQ;YIw: 39 

 %l,M,îh; yxiÞy> ~[‘êh’-lK’ ‘Wrm.aYO*w: rp’êAVB; ‘W[q.t.YIw:) hmo+l{v.-ta, 
‘hmo)l{v. 

 ~yxiÞmef.W ~yliêlix]B; ~yliäL.x;m. ‘~[‘h’w> wyr”êx]a;¥ ‘~[‘h’-lk’ WlÜ[]Y:w: 40 

‘~l’(AqB. #r<a’Þh’ [q:ïB’Tiw: hl’_Adg> hx’äm.fi 
 lko+a/l, WLåKi ~heÞw> ATêai rv<åa] ‘~yairUQ.h;-lk’w> WhY”©nIdoa] [m;äv.YIw: 41 

 hy”ßr>Qih;-lAq) [:WDïm; rm,aYOẅ: rp’êAVh; lAqå-ta, ‘ba’Ay [m;Ûv.YIw: 
‘hm’(Ah 

 rm,aYOÝw: aB’_ !hEßKoh; rt”ïy”b.a,-!B, !t”±n”Ay hNEôhiw> rBeêd:m. WNd<äA[ 42 

‘rFE)b;T. bAjïw> hT’a;Þ lyIx:± vyaiî yKiä aBoê ‘WhY”’nIdoa] 
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 dwIßD”-%l,M,(h; WnynEïdoa] lb’§a] WhY”+nIdoa]l; rm,aYOàw: !t’ên”Ay ‘![;Y:’w: 43 

‘hmo)l{v.-ta, %yliîm.hi 
 aybiªN”h; !t”ån”-ta,w> !heøKoh; qAd’c’-ta, %l,M,h;û-AT)ai xl;äv.YIw: 44 

 tD:îr>Pi l[;Þ Atêao WbKiär>Y:w: yti_leP.h;w> ytiÞrEK.h;w> [d”êy”Ahæy>-!B, ‘Why”’n”b.W 
‘%l,M,(h; 

 WlÜ[]Y:w: !AxªgIB. %l,m,øl. aybi’N”h; •!t’n”w> !hEåKoh; qAdåc’ At‡ao Wxåv.m.YIw: 45 

‘~T,([.m;v. rv<ïa] lAQßh; aWhï hy”+r>Qih; ~hoßTew: ~yxiêmef. ‘~V’mi 
‘hk’(WlM.h; aSeîKi l[;Þ hmoêl{v. bv;äy” ‘~g:w> 46 

 édwID” %l,M,äh; WnynE÷doa]-ta, %rEb’l.û %l,M,ªh; ydEäb.[; WaB’ø-~g:w> 47 

 ^m,êV.mi ‘hmol{v. ~veÛ-ta, Î~yhiøl{a/Ð ¿^yh,l{a/À bje’yyE èrmoale 
‘bK’(v.Mih;-l[; %l,M,Þh; WxT;îv.YIw: ^a<+s.Kimi Aaßs.Ki-ta, lDEîg:ywI) 

 rv,’a] laeªr”f.yI yheäl{a/ hw”÷hy> %Wr’B’ %l,M,_h; rm:åa’ hk’K’Þ-~g:w> 48 

‘tAa)ro yn:ïy[ew> yaiÞs.Ki-l[; bveîyO ~AY°h; !t:ïn” 
 vyaiî Wkßl.YEw: WhY”+nIdoa]l; rv<ßa] ~yaiêrUQ.h;’-lK’ WmquêY”w: ‘Wdr>x,Y<¥w: 49 

‘AK*r>d:l. 
 tAnðr>q;B. qzEßx]Y:w:) %l,YEëw: ~q’Y”åw: hmo+l{v. ynEåP.mi arEÞy” WhY”ënIdoæa]w: 50 

‘x;Be(z>Mih; 
 hmo+l{v. %l,M,äh;-ta, arEÞy” WhY”ënIdoæa] ‘hNEhi rmoêale ‘hmol{v.li dG:ÜYUw: 51 

 %l,M,äh; ‘~AYk; yliÛ-[b;(V’(yI rmoêale ‘x:Be’z>Mih; tAnÝr>q;B. zx;úa’ hNEhiw>û 
‘br<x’(B, ADßb.[;-ta, tymiîy”-~ai hmoêl{v. 

 Atßr”[]F;mi lPoïyI-al{) lyIx;ê-!b,l. hy<åh.yI ~ai… hmoêl{v. rm,aYOæw: 52 

‘tme(w” Abà-aceM’ti h[‘îr”-~aiw> hc’r>a”+ 
 WxT;Þv.YIw: abo§Y”w: x:Beêz>Mih; l[;äme ‘WhdU’rIYOw: hmoªl{v. %l,M,äh; xl;úv.YIw: 53 

p ‘̂ t<)ybel. %lEï hmoßl{v. Alï-rm,aYO*w: hmo+l{v. %l,M,äl; 

 Anàb. hmoïl{v.-ta, wc;²y>w: tWm+l’ dwIßd”-yme(y> Wbïr>q.YIw:  WTT 1 Kings 2:1 

‘rmo*ale 
‘vyai(l. t’(yyIïh’w> T”ßq.z:x’w> #r<a’_h’-lK’ %r<d<ÞB. %leêho ykiänOa’ 2 

 rmo’v.li ‘wyk’r”d>Bi tk,l,Ûl’ ^yh,ªl{a/ hw”åhy> Ÿtr<m,äv.mi-ta, T’úr>m;v’w> 3 
 hv,_mo tr:äAtB. bWtßK’K; wyt’êwOd>[ew> wyj’äP’v.miW ‘wyt’wOc.mi wyt’ÛQoxu 

‘~v’( hn<ßp.Ti rv<ïa]-lK’ tae²w> hf,ê[]T;( rv<åa]-lK’ tae… lyKiªf.T; ![;m;äl. 
 èrmoale éyl;[‘ rB<åDI rv,’a] Arªb’D>-ta, hw”÷hy> ~yqi’y” •![;m;l. 4 
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 ~b’Þb’l.-lk’B. tm,êa/B, ‘yn:p’l. tk,l,Ûl’ ~K’ªr>D:-ta, ^yn<÷b’ Wr’m.v.yI-~ai 
‘lae(r”f.yI aSeîKi l[;Þme vyaiê ‘̂ l. trEÛK’yI-al{) rmo§ale ~v’_p.n:-lk’b.W 
 rv<åa] hy”©Wrc.-!B, ba’äAy yliø hf’[‘’-rv,a] •tae T’[.d:‡y” hT’äa; ~g:åw> 5 
 af’Ûm’[]l;w> rnE÷-!B, rnE”b.a;l. laer”f.yIû tAaåb.ci yrEäf’-ynE)v.li hf’ä[‘ 

 ymeäD> !TeúYIw: ~l{+v’B. hm’Þx’l.mi-yme(D> ~f,Y”ïw: ~gEër>h;Y:åw: ‘rt,y<’-!b, 
‘wyl’(g>r:B. rv<ïa] Alß[]n:b.W¥ wyn”ët.m’B. rv<åa] ‘Atr”gO*x]B; hm’ªx’l.mi 
s ‘lao)v. ~l{ßv’B. At±b’yfe drEóAt-al{)w> ^t<+m’k.x’K. t’yfiÞ[‘w> 6 

 ^n<+x’l.vu yleäk.aoB. Wyàh’w> ds,x,ê-hf,[]T;( ‘ydI[‘l.GIh; yL;ÛzIr>b; ynE”b.liw> 7 
‘̂ yxi(a’ ~Alïv’b.a; ynEßP.mi yxi§r>b’B. yl;êae Wbår>q’ ‘!ke-yKi 

 aWhÜw> è~yrIxuB;mi éynIymiy>h;-!b, ar”îGE-!b, y[i’m.vi( ^M.[iû hNEåhiw> 8 
 dr:Ûy”-aWh)w> ~yIn”+x]m; yTiäk.l, ~AyàB. tc,r<êm.nI hl’äl’q. ‘ynIl;’l.qI) 

 ß̂t.ymi(a]-~ai rmoêale ‘hw”hyb;( AlÜ [b;(V’’a,w” !DEêr>Y:h; ‘ytiar”q.li 
‘br<x’(B, 

 rv<åa] taeä ‘T’[.d:y”)w> hT’a’_ ~k’Þx’ vyaiî yKi² WhQeên:T.-la; ‘hT’[;w> 9 
‘lAa)v. ~d”ÞB. At±b’yfe-ta, T’ód>r:Ahw> ALê-hf,[]T;( 

p ‘dwI)D” ry[iîB. rbEßQ’YIw: wyt’_boa]-~[i dwIßD” bK;îv.YIw: 10 

 hn”+v’ ~y[iÞB’r>a; laeêr”f.yI-l[; ‘dwID” %l:Üm’ rv,’a] ~ymiªY”h;w> 11 

 vl{ßv’w> ~yviîl{v. %l;êm’ ~Øil;äv’WrybiW ~ynIëv’ [b;v,ä ‘%l;m’ !ArÜb.x,B. 
‘~ynI)v’ 

‘dao)m. Atßkul.m; !KoðTiw: wybi_a’ dwIåD” aSeÞKi-l[; bv;§y” hmo§l{v.W 12 
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1 Kings 1:1 - 2:12 
LXT 1 Kings 1:1 kai. o` basileu.j Dauid presbu,teroj probebhkw.j h`me,raij kai. perie,ballon auvto.n i`mati,oij 
kai. ouvk evqermai,neto  2  kai. ei=pon oi` pai/dej auvtou/ zhthsa,twsan tw/| kuri,w| h`mw/n tw/| basilei/ parqe,non 
nea,nida kai. parasth,setai tw/| basilei/ kai. e;stai auvto.n qa,lpousa kai. koimhqh,setai metV auvtou/ kai. 
qermanqh,setai o` ku,rioj h`mw/n o` basileu,j  3  kai. evzh,thsan nea,nida kalh.n evk panto.j o`ri,ou Israhl kai. eu-ron 
th.n Abisak th.n Swmani/tin kai. h;negkan auvth.n pro.j to.n basile,a  4  kai. h` nea/nij kalh. e[wj sfo,dra kai. h=n 
qa,lpousa to.n basile,a kai. evleitou,rgei auvtw/| kai. o` basileu.j ouvk e;gnw auvth,n  5  kai. Adwniaj ui`o.j Aggiq 
evph,|reto le,gwn evgw. basileu,sw kai. evpoi,hsen e`autw/| a[rmata kai. i`ppei/j kai. penth,konta a;ndraj paratre,cein 
e;mprosqen auvtou/  6  kai. ouvk avpekw,lusen auvto.n o` path.r auvtou/ ouvde,pote le,gwn dia. ti, su. evpoi,hsaj kai, ge 
auvto.j w`rai/oj th/| o;yei sfo,dra kai. auvto.n e;teken ovpi,sw Abessalwm  7  kai. evge,nonto oi` lo,goi auvtou/ meta. 
Iwab tou/ ui`ou/ Sarouiaj kai. meta. Abiaqar tou/ i`ere,wj kai. evboh,qoun ovpi,sw Adwniou  8  kai. Sadwk o` i`ereu.j 
kai. Banaiaj ui`o.j Iwdae kai. Naqan o` profh,thj kai. Semei? kai. Rhi kai. oi` dunatoi. tou/ Dauid ouvk h=san 
ovpi,sw Adwniou  9  kai. evqusi,asen Adwniaj pro,bata kai. mo,scouj kai. a;rnaj meta. li,qou tou/ Zweleq o]j h=n 
evco,mena th/j phgh/j Rwghl kai. evka,lesen pa,ntaj tou.j avdelfou.j auvtou/ kai. pa,ntaj tou.j a`drou.j Iouda pai/daj 
tou/ basile,wj  10  kai. to.n Naqan to.n profh,thn kai. Banaian kai. tou.j dunatou.j kai. to.n Salwmwn avdelfo.n 
auvtou/ ouvk evka,lesen  11  kai. ei=pen Naqan pro.j Bhrsabee mhte,ra Salwmwn le,gwn ouvk h;kousaj o[ti 
evbasi,leusen Adwniaj ui`o.j Aggiq kai. o` ku,rioj h`mw/n Dauid ouvk e;gnw  12  kai. nu/n deu/ro sumbouleu,sw soi 
dh. sumbouli,an kai. evxelou/ th.n yuch,n sou kai. th.n yuch.n tou/ ui`ou/ sou Salwmwn  13  deu/ro ei;selqe pro.j to.n 
basile,a Dauid kai. evrei/j pro.j auvto.n le,gousa ouvci. su, ku,rie, mou basileu/ w;mosaj th/| dou,lh| sou le,gwn o[ti 
Salwmwn o` ui`o,j sou basileu,sei metV evme. kai. auvto.j kaqiei/tai evpi. tou/ qro,nou mou kai. ti, o[ti evbasi,leusen 
Adwniaj  14  kai. ivdou. e;ti lalou,shj sou evkei/ meta. tou/ basile,wj kai. evgw. eivseleu,somai ovpi,sw sou kai. 
plhrw,sw tou.j lo,gouj sou  15  kai. eivsh/lqen Bhrsabee pro.j to.n basile,a eivj to. tami,eion kai. o` basileu.j 
presbu,thj sfo,dra kai. Abisak h` Swmani/tij h=n leitourgou/sa tw/| basilei/  16  kai. e;kuyen Bhrsabee kai. 
proseku,nhsen tw/| basilei/ kai. ei=pen o` basileu,j ti, evsti,n soi  17  h` de. ei=pen ku,rie, mou basileu/ su. w;mosaj 
evn kuri,w| tw/| qew/| sou th/| dou,lh| sou le,gwn o[ti Salwmwn o` ui`o,j sou basileu,sei metV evme. kai. auvto.j 
kaqh,setai evpi. tou/ qro,nou mou  18  kai. nu/n ivdou. Adwniaj evbasi,leusen kai. su, ku,rie, mou basileu/ ouvk e;gnwj 
19  kai. evqusi,asen mo,scouj kai. a;rnaj kai. pro,bata eivj plh/qoj kai. evka,lesen pa,ntaj tou.j ui‘ou.j tou/ 
basile,wj kai. Abiaqar to.n i`ere,a kai. Iwab to.n a;rconta th/j duna,mewj kai. to.n Salwmwn to.n dou/lo,n sou ouvk 
evka,lesen  20  kai. su, ku,rie, mou basileu/ oi` ovfqalmoi. panto.j Israhl pro.j se. avpaggei/lai auvtoi/j ti,j 
kaqh,setai evpi. tou/ qro,nou tou/ kuri,ou mou tou/ basile,wj metV auvto,n  21  kai. e;stai w`j a`n koimhqh/| o` ku,rio,j 
mou o` basileu.j meta. tw/n pate,rwn auvtou/ kai. e;somai evgw. kai. o` ui`o,j mou Salwmwn a`martwloi,  22  kai. ivdou. 
e;ti auvth/j lalou,shj meta. tou/ basile,wj kai. Naqan o` profh,thj h=lqen  23  kai. avnhgge,lh tw/| basilei/ ivdou. 
Naqan o` profh,thj kai. eivsh/lqen kata. pro,swpon tou/ basile,wj kai. proseku,nhsen tw/| basilei/ kata. pro,swpon 
auvtou/ evpi. th.n gh/n  24  kai. ei=pen Naqan ku,rie, mou basileu/ su. ei=paj Adwniaj basileu,sei ovpi,sw mou kai. 
auvto.j kaqh,setai evpi. tou/ qro,nou mou  25  o[ti kate,bh sh,meron kai. evqusi,asen mo,scouj kai. a;rnaj kai. pro,bata 
eivj plh/qoj kai. evka,lesen pa,ntaj tou.j ui`ou.j tou/ basile,wj kai. tou.j a;rcontaj th/j duna,mewj kai. Abiaqar to.n 
i`ere,a kai. ivdou, eivsin evsqi,ontej kai. pi,nontej evnw,pion auvtou/ kai. ei=pan zh,tw o` basileu.j Adwniaj  26  kai. 
evme. auvto.n to.n dou/lo,n sou kai. Sadwk to.n i`ere,a kai. Banaian ui`o.n Iwdae kai. Salwmwn to.n dou/lo,n sou ouvk 
evka,lesen  27  eiv dia. tou/ kuri,ou mou tou/ basile,wj ge,gonen to. r`h/ma tou/to kai. ouvk evgnw,risaj tw/| dou,lw| sou 
ti,j kaqh,setai evpi. to.n qro,non tou/ kuri,ou mou tou/ basile,wj metV auvto,n  28  kai. avpekri,qh Dauid kai. ei=pen 
kale,sate, moi th.n Bhrsabee kai. eivsh/lqen evnw,pion tou/ basile,wj kai. e;sth evnw,pion auvtou/  29  kai. w;mosen o` 
basileu.j kai. ei=pen zh/| ku,rioj o]j evlutrw,sato th.n yuch,n mou evk pa,shj qli,yewj  30  o[ti kaqw.j w;mosa, soi evn 
kuri,w| tw/| qew/| Israhl le,gwn o[ti Salwmwn o` ui`o,j sou basileu,sei metV evme. kai. auvto.j kaqh,setai evpi. tou/ 
qro,nou mou avntV evmou/ o[ti ou[twj poih,sw th/| h`me,ra| tau,th|  31  kai. e;kuyen Bhrsabee evpi. pro,swpon evpi. th.n gh/ 
n kai. proseku,nhsen tw/| basilei/ kai. ei=pen zh,tw o` ku,rio,j mou o` basileu.j Dauid eivj to.n aivw/na  32  kai. 
ei=pen o` basileu.j Dauid kale,sate, moi Sadwk to.n i`ere,a kai. Naqan to.n profh,thn kai. Banaian ui`o.n Iwdae 
kai. eivsh/lqon evnw,pion tou/ basile,wj  33  kai. ei=pen o` basileu.j auvtoi/j la,bete tou.j dou,louj tou/ kuri,ou u`mw/n 
meqV u`mw/n kai. evpibiba,sate to.n ui`o,n mou Salwmwn evpi. th.n h`mi,onon th.n evmh.n kai. kataga,gete auvto.n eivj to.n 
Giwn  34  kai. crisa,tw auvto.n evkei/ Sadwk o` i`ereu.j kai. Naqan o` profh,thj eivj basile,a evpi. Israhl kai. 
salpi,sate kerati,nh| kai. evrei/te zh,tw o` basileu.j Salwmwn  35  kai. kaqh,setai evpi. tou/ qro,nou mou kai. auvto.j 
basileu,sei avntV evmou/ kai. evgw. evneteila,mhn tou/ ei=nai eivj h`gou,menon evpi. Israhl kai. Iouda  36  kai. avpekri,qh 



Page 19 of 1 Kings 1:1-2:12 Bible Study 

Banaiaj ui`o.j Iwdae tw/| basilei/ kai. ei=pen ge,noito ou[twj pistw,sai ku,rioj o` qeo.j tou/ kuri,ou mou tou/ 
basile,wj  37  kaqw.j h=n ku,rioj meta. tou/ kuri,ou mou tou/ basile,wj ou[twj ei;h meta. Salwmwn kai. megalu,nai 
to.n qro,non auvtou/ u`pe.r to.n qro,non tou/ kuri,ou mou tou/ basile,wj Dauid  38  kai. kate,bh Sadwk o` i`ereu.j kai. 
Naqan o` profh,thj kai. Banaiaj ui`o.j Iwdae kai. o` cereqqi kai. o` feleqqi kai. evpeka,qisan to.n Salwmwn evpi. 
th.n h`mi,onon tou/ basile,wj Dauid kai. avph,gagon auvto.n eivj to.n Giwn  39  kai. e;laben Sadwk o` i`ereu.j to. 
ke,raj tou/ evlai,ou evk th/j skhnh/j kai. e;crisen to.n Salwmwn kai. evsa,lpisen th/| kerati,nh| kai. ei=pen pa/j o` lao,j 
zh,tw o` basileu.j Salwmwn  40  kai. avne,bh pa/j o` lao.j ovpi,sw auvtou/ kai. evco,reuon evn coroi/j kai. 
euvfraino,menoi euvfrosu,nhn mega,lhn kai. evrra,gh h` gh/ evn th/| fwnh/| auvtw/n  41  kai. h;kousen Adwniaj kai. 
pa,ntej oi` klhtoi. auvtou/ kai. auvtoi. sunete,lesan fagei/n kai. h;kousen Iwab th.n fwnh.n th/j kerati,nhj kai. 
ei=pen ti,j h` fwnh. th/j po,lewj hvcou,shj  42  e;ti auvtou/ lalou/ntoj kai. ivdou. Iwnaqan ui`o.j Abiaqar tou/ i`ere,wj 
h=lqen kai. ei=pen Adwniaj ei;selqe o[ti avnh.r duna,mewj ei= su, kai. avgaqa. euvagge,lisai  43  kai. avpekri,qh 
Iwnaqan kai. ei=pen kai. ma,la o` ku,rioj h`mw/n o` basileu.j Dauid evbasi,leusen to.n Salwmwn  44  kai. avpe,steilen 
o` basileu.j metV auvtou/ to.n Sadwk to.n i`ere,a kai. Naqan to.n profh,thn kai. Banaian ui`o.n Iwdae kai. to.n 
cereqqi kai. to.n feleqqi kai. evpeka,qisan auvto.n evpi. th.n h`mi,onon tou/ basile,wj  45  kai. e;crisan auvto.n Sadwk 
o` i`ereu.j kai. Naqan o` profh,thj eivj basile,a evn tw/| Giwn kai. avne,bhsan evkei/qen euvfraino,menoi kai. h;chsen h` 
po,lij au[th h` fwnh, h]n hvkou,sate  46  kai. evka,qisen Salwmwn evpi. qro,non th/j basilei,aj  47  kai. eivsh/lqon oi` 
dou/loi tou/ basile,wj euvlogh/sai to.n ku,rion h`mw/n to.n basile,a Dauid le,gontej avgaqu,nai o` qeo.j to. o;noma 
Salwmwn tou/ ui`ou/ sou u`pe.r to. o;noma, sou kai. megalu,nai to.n qro,non auvtou/ u`pe.r to.n qro,non sou kai. 
proseku,nhsen o` basileu.j evpi. th.n koi,thn auvtou/  48  kai, ge ou[twj ei=pen o` basileu,j euvloghto.j ku,rioj o` qeo.j 
Israhl o]j e;dwken sh,meron evk tou/ spe,rmato,j mou kaqh,menon evpi. tou/ qro,nou mou kai. oi` ovfqalmoi, mou 
ble,pousin  49  kai. evxe,sthsan kai. evxane,sthsan pa,ntej oi` klhtoi. tou/ Adwniou kai. avph/lqon avnh.r eivj th.n 
o`do.n auvtou/  50  kai. Adwniaj evfobh,qh avpo. prosw,pou Salwmwn kai. avne,sth kai. avph/lqen kai. evpela,beto tw/n 
kera,twn tou/ qusiasthri,ou  51  kai. avnhgge,lh tw/| Salwmwn le,gontej ivdou. Adwniaj evfobh,qh to.n basile,a 
Salwmwn kai. kate,cei tw/n kera,twn tou/ qusiasthri,ou le,gwn ovmosa,tw moi sh,meron o` basileu.j Salwmwn eiv 
ouv qanatw,sei to.n dou/lon auvtou/ evn r`omfai,a|  52  kai. ei=pen Salwmwn eva.n ge,nhtai eivj ui`o.n duna,mewj eiv 
pesei/tai tw/n tricw/n auvtou/ evpi. th.n gh/n kai. eva.n kaki,a eu`reqh/| evn auvtw/| qanatwqh,setai  53  kai. avpe,steilen o` 
basileu.j Salwmwn kai. kath,negken auvto.n avpa,nwqen tou/ qusiasthri,ou kai. eivsh/lqen kai. proseku,nhsen tw/| 
basilei/ Salwmwn kai. ei=pen auvtw/| Salwmwn deu/ro eivj to.n oi=ko,n sou  LXT 1 Kings 2:1 kai. h;ggisan ai` 
h`me,rai Dauid avpoqanei/n auvto,n kai. evnetei,lato tw/| Salwmwn ui`w/| auvtou/ le,gwn  2  evgw, eivmi poreu,omai evn o`dw/| 
pa,shj th/j gh/j kai. ivscu,seij kai. e;sh| eivj a;ndra  3  kai. fula,xeij th.n fulakh.n kuri,ou tou/ qeou/ sou tou/ 
poreu,esqai evn tai/j o`doi/j auvtou/ fula,ssein ta.j evntola.j auvtou/ kai. ta. dikaiw,mata kai. ta. kri,mata ta. 
gegramme,na evn no,mw| Mwuse,wj i[na suni,h|j a] poih,seij kata. pa,nta o[sa a`n evntei,lwmai, soi  4  i[na sth,sh| 
ku,rioj to.n lo,gon auvtou/ o]n evla,lhsen le,gwn eva.n fula,xwsin oi`ui`oi, sou th.n o`do.n auvtw/n poreu,esqai evnw,pion 
evmou/ evn avlhqei,a| evn o[lh| kardi,a| auvtw/n kai. evn o[lh| yuch/| auvtw/n le,gwn ouvk evxoleqreuqh,setai, soi avnh.r 
evpa,nwqen qro,nou Israhl  5  kai, ge su. e;gnwj o[sa evpoi,hse,n moi Iwab ui`o.j Sarouiaj o[sa evpoi,hsen toi/j 
dusi.n a;rcousin tw/n duna,mewn Israhl tw/| Abennhr ui`w/| Nhr kai. tw/| Amessai? ui`w/| Ieqer kai. avpe,kteinen 
auvtou.j kai. e;taxen ta. ai[mata pole,mou evn eivrh,nh| kai. e;dwken ai-ma avqw/|on evn th/| zw,nh| auvtou/ th/| evn th/| ovsfu,i 
auvtou/ kai. evn tw/| u`podh,mati auvtou/ tw/| evn tw/| podi. auvtou/  6  kai. poih,seij kata. th.n sofi,an sou kai. ouv 
kata,xeij th.n polia.n auvtou/ evn eivrh,nh| eivj a[|dou  7  kai. toi/j ui`oi/j Berzelli tou/ Galaadi,tou poih,seij e;leoj 
kai. e;sontai evn toi/j evsqi,ousin th.n tra,peza,n sou o[ti ou[twj h;ggisa,n moi evn tw/| me avpodidra,skein avpo. 
prosw,pou Abessalwm tou/ avdelfou/ sou  8  kai. ivdou. meta. sou/ Semei? ui`o.j Ghra ui`o.j tou/ Iemeni evk Baourim 
kai. auvto.j kathra,sato, me kata,ran ovdunhra.n th/| h`me,ra| h-| evporeuo,mhn eivj parembola,j kai. auvto.j kate,bh eivj 
avpanth,n mou eivj to.n Iorda,nhn kai. w;mosa auvtw/| evn kuri,w| le,gwn eiv qanatw,sw se evn r`omfai,a|  9  kai. ouv mh. 
avqw|w,sh|j auvto,n o[ti avnh.r sofo.j ei= su. kai. gnw,sh| a] poih,seij auvtw/| kai. kata,xeij th.n polia.n auvtou/ evn ai[mati 
eivj a[|dou  10  kai. evkoimh,qh Dauid meta. tw/n pate,rwn auvtou/ kai. evta,fh evn po,lei Dauid  11  kai. ai` h`me,rai a]j 
evbasi,leusen Dauid evpi. to.n Israhl tessara,konta e;th evn Cebrwn evbasi,leusen e;th e`pta. kai. evn Ierousalhm 
tria,konta tri,a e;th  12  kai. Salwmwn evka,qisen evpi. tou/ qro,nou Dauid tou/ patro.j auvtou/ ui`o.j evtw/n dw,deka 
kai. h`toima,sqh h` basilei,a auvtou/ sfo,dra 
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NASB 
1:1 Now King David was old, advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he could not keep warm. 2 

So his servants said to him, "Let them seek a young virgin for my lord the king, and let her attend the king and become 
his nurse; and let her lie in your bosom, that my lord the king may keep warm." 3 So they searched for a beautiful girl 
throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The girl was very 
beautiful; and she became the king's nurse and served him, but the king did not cohabit with her. 

5 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king." So he prepared for himself chariots and 
horsemen with fifty men to run before him. 6 His father had never crossed him at any time by asking, "Why have you 
done so?" And he was also a very handsome man, and he was born after Absalom. 7 He had conferred with Joab the 
son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest; and following Adonijah they helped him. 8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to David, were not with Adonijah. 
9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel; and he invited all 
his brothers, the king's sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants. 10 But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, 
Benaiah, the mighty men, and Solomon his brother. 

11 Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, "Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of 
Haggith has become king, and David our lord does not know it? 12 "So now come, please let me give you counsel and 
save your life and the life of your son Solomon. 13 "Go at once to King David and say to him, 'Have you not, my lord, O 
king, sworn to your maidservant, saying, "Surely Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my 
throne"? Why then has Adonijah become king?' 14 "Behold, while you are still there speaking with the king, I will come 
in after you and confirm your words." 15 So Bathsheba went in to the king in the bedroom. Now the king was very old, 
and Abishag the Shunammite was ministering to the king. 16 Then Bathsheba bowed and prostrated herself before the 
king. And the king said, "What do F9 you wish?" 17 She said to him, "My lord, you swore to your maidservant by the 
LORD your God, saying, 'Surely your son Solomon shall be king after me and he shall sit on my throne.' 18 "Now, 
behold, Adonijah is king; and now, my lord the king, you do not know it. 19 He has sacrificed oxen and fatlings and 
sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons of the king and Abiathar the priest and Joab the commander of the 
army, but he has not invited Solomon your servant. 20 As for you now, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, 
to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it will come about, as soon as my lord 
the king sleeps with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be considered offenders." 22 Behold, while she was still 
speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. 23 They told the king, saying, "Here is Nathan the prophet." And 
when he came in before the king, he prostrated himself before the king with his face to the ground. 24 Then Nathan said, 
"My lord the king, have you said, 'Adonijah shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne'? 25 For he has gone 
down today and has sacrificed oxen and fatlings and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king's sons and the 
commanders of the army and Abiathar the priest, and behold, they are eating and drinking before him; and they say, 
'Long live King Adonijah!' 26 But me, even me your servant, and Zadok the priest and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada and 
your servant Solomon, he has not invited. 27 Has this thing been done by my lord the king, and you have not shown to 
your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?" 28 Then King David said, "Call Bathsheba to 
me." And she came into the king's presence and stood before the king. 29 The king vowed and said, "As the LORD 
lives, who has redeemed my life from all distress, 30 surely as I vowed to you by the LORD the God of Israel, saying, 
'Your son Solomon shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place'; I will indeed do so this day." 31 
Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground, and prostrated herself before the king and said, "May my lord King 
David live forever." 

32 Then King David said, "Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada." And 
they came into the king's presence. 33 The king said to them, "Take with you the servants of your lord, and have my son 
Solomon ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34 Let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him 
there as king over Israel, and blow the trumpet and say, 'Long live King Solomon!' 35 Then you shall come up after him, 
and he shall come and sit on my throne and be king in my place; for I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and 
Judah." 36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, "Amen! Thus may the LORD, the God of my lord 
the king, say. 37 "As the LORD has been with my lord the king, so may He be with Solomon, and make his throne 
greater than the throne of my lord King David!" 38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King David's mule, and brought him 
to Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest then took the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, 
and all the people said, "Long live King Solomon!" 40 All the people went up after him, and the people were playing on 
flutes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth shook at their noise. 

41 Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished eating. When Joab heard the sound 
of the trumpet, he said, "Why is the city making such an uproar?" 42 While he was still speaking, behold, Jonathan the 
son of Abiathar the priest came. Then Adonijah said, "Come in, for you are a valiant man and bring good news." 43 But 
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Jonathan replied to Adonijah, "No! Our lord King David has made Solomon king. 44 The king has also sent with him 
Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they have 
made him ride on the king's mule. 45 Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon, and 
they have come up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise which you have heard. 46 
Besides, Solomon has even taken his seat on the throne of the kingdom. 47 Moreover, the king's servants came to 
bless our lord King David, saying, 'May your God make the name of Solomon better than your name and his throne 
greater than your throne!' And the king bowed himself on the bed. 48 The king has also said thus, 'Blessed be the 
LORD, the God of Israel, who has granted one to sit on my throne today while my own eyes see it.'" 49 Then all the 
guests of Adonijah were terrified; and they arose and each went on his way. 50 And Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and 
he arose, went and took hold of the horns of the altar. 51 Now it was told Solomon, saying, "Behold, Adonijah is afraid 
of King Solomon, for behold, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, 'Let King Solomon swear to me today 
that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.' " 52 Solomon said, "If he is a worthy man, not one of his hairs 
will fall to the ground; but if wickedness is found in him, he will die." 53 So King Solomon sent, and they brought him 
down from the altar. And he came and prostrated himself before King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, "Go to your 
house." 

2:1 As David's time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying, 2 "I am going the way of all the earth. Be 
strong, therefore, and show yourself a man. 3 Keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His 
statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what is written in the Law of Moses, 
that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn, 4 so that the LORD may carry out His promise which 
He spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons are careful of their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and 
with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.' 5 "Now you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah 
did to me, what he did to the two commanders of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner, and to Amasa the son of 
Jether, whom he killed; he also shed the blood of war in peace. And he put the blood of war on his belt about his waist, 
and on his sandals on his feet. 6 So act according to your wisdom, and do not let his gray hair go down to Sheol in 
peace. 7 But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your table; 
for they assisted me when I fled from Absalom your brother. 8 Behold, there is with you Shimei the son of Gera the 
Benjamite, of Bahurim; now it was he who cursed me with a violent curse on the day I went to Mahanaim. But when he 
came down to me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the LORD, saying, 'I will not put you to death with the sword.' 9 Now 
therefore, do not let him go unpunished, for you are a wise man; and you will know what you ought to do to him, and you 
will bring his gray hair down to Sheol with blood." 10 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 
11 The days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years he reigned in Hebron and thirty-three years he 
reigned in Jerusalem. 12 And Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established. 
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 1:1 King David was old and advanced in years; and although they covered him with clothes, he could not get warm. 

2 So his servants said to him, "Let a young virgin be sought for my lord the king, and let her wait on the king, and be his 
attendant; let her lie in your bosom, so that my lord the king may be warm." 3 So they searched for a beautiful girl 
throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The girl was very 
beautiful. She became the king's attendant and served him, but the king did not know her sexually. 

5 Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king"; he prepared for himself chariots and 
horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, "Why have you 
done thus and so?" He was also a very handsome man, and he was born next after Absalom. 7 He conferred with Joab 
son of Zeruiah and with the priest Abiathar, and they supported Adonijah. 8 But the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada, and the prophet Nathan, and Shimei, and Rei, and David's own warriors did not side with Adonijah. 9 Adonijah 
sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fatted cattle by the stone Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel, and he invited all his brothers, 
the king's sons, and all the royal officials of Judah, 10 but he did not invite the prophet Nathan or Benaiah or the warriors 
or his brother Solomon. 

11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, Solomon's mother, "Have you not heard that Adonijah son of Haggith has 
become king and our lord David does not know it? 12 Now therefore come, let me give you advice, so that you may save 
your own life and the life of your son Solomon. 13 Go in at once to King David, and say to him, "Did you not, my lord the 
king, swear to your servant, saying: Your son Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne? Why 
then is Adonijah king?' 14 Then while you are still there speaking with the king, I will come in after you and confirm your 
words." 15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his room. The king was very old; Abishag the Shunammite was attending 
the king. 16 Bathsheba bowed and did obeisance to the king, and the king said, "What do you wish?" 17 She said to 
him, "My lord, you swore to your servant by the Lord your God, saying: Your son Solomon shall succeed me as king, 
and he shall sit on my throne. 18 But now suddenly Adonijah has become king, though you, my lord the king, do not 
know it. 19 He has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the children of the king, 
the priest Abiathar, and Joab the commander of the army; but your servant Solomon he has not invited. 20 But you, my 
lord the king—the eyes of all Israel are on you to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 
Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his ancestors, that my son Solomon and I will be 
counted offenders." 

22 While she was still speaking with the king, the prophet Nathan came in. 23 The king was told, "Here is the 
prophet Nathan." When he came in before the king, he did obeisance to the king, with his face to the ground. 24 Nathan 
said, "My lord the king, have you said, "Adonijah shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne'? 25 For today 
he has gone down and has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king's 
children, Joab the commander of the army, and the priest Abiathar, who are now eating and drinking before him, and 
saying, "Long live King Adonijah!' 26 But he did not invite me, your servant, and the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon. 27 Has this thing been brought about by my lord the king and you have not let your 
servants know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?" 

28 King David answered, "Summon Bathsheba to me." So she came into the king's presence, and stood before the 
king. 29 The king swore, saying, "As the Lord lives, who has saved my life from every adversity, 30 as I swore to you by 
the Lord, the God of Israel, "Your son Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne in my place,' 
so will I do this day." 31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground, and did obeisance to the king, and said, 
"May my lord King David live forever!" 

32 King David said, "Summon to me the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada." When 
they came before the king, 33 the king said to them, "Take with you the servants of your lord, and have my son Solomon 
ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34 There let the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan anoint him 
king over Israel; then blow the trumpet, and say, "Long live King Solomon!' 35 You shall go up following him. Let him 
enter and sit on my throne; he shall be king in my place; for I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah." 
36 Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, "Amen! May the Lord, the God of my lord the king, so ordain. 37 As the 
Lord has been with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my 
lord King David." 38 So the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites, went down and had Solomon ride on King David's mule, and led him to Gihon. 39 There the priest Zadok took 
the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, "Long live King 
Solomon!" 40 And all the people went up following him, playing on pipes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth 
quaked at their noise. 

41 Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting. When Joab heard the sound of 
the trumpet, he said, "Why is the city in an uproar?" 42 While he was still speaking, Jonathan son of the priest Abiathar 
arrived. Adonijah said, "Come in, for you are a worthy man and surely you bring good news." 43 Jonathan answered 
Adonijah, "No, for our lord King David has made Solomon king; 44 the king has sent with him the priest Zadok, the 
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prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and they had him ride on the 
king's mule; 45 the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan have anointed him king at Gihon; and they have gone up from 
there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you heard. 46 Solomon now sits on the royal throne. 
47 Moreover the king's servants came to congratulate our lord King David, saying, "May God make the name of 
Solomon more famous than yours, and make his throne greater than your throne.' The king bowed in worship on the bed 
48 and went on to pray thus, "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who today has granted one of my offspring F2 to 
sit on my throne and permitted me to witness it.' " 49 Then all the guests of Adonijah got up trembling and went their own 
ways. 50 Adonijah, fearing Solomon, got up and went to grasp the horns of the altar. 51 Solomon was informed, 
"Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon; see, he has laid hold of the horns of the altar, saying, "Let King Solomon swear to 
me first that he will not kill his servant with the sword.' " 52 So Solomon responded, "If he proves to be a worthy man, 
not one of his hairs shall fall to the ground; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die." 53 Then King Solomon sent 
to have him brought down from the altar. He came to do obeisance to King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, "Go 
home." 

 2:1 When David's time to die drew near, he charged his son Solomon, saying: 2 "I am about to go the way of all the 
earth. Be strong, be courageous, 3 and keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his 
statutes, his commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, so that you may 
prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn. 4 Then the Lord will establish his word that he spoke concerning me: 
"If your heirs take heed to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall 
not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.' 5 "Moreover you know also what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me, how he 
dealt with the two commanders of the armies of Israel, Abner son of Ner, and Amasa son of Jether, whom he murdered, 
retaliating in time of peace for blood that had been shed in war, and putting the blood of war on the belt around his waist, 
and on the sandals on his feet. 6 Act therefore according to your wisdom, but do not let his gray head go down to Sheol 
in peace. 7 Deal loyally, however, with the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your 
table; for with such loyalty they met me when I fled from your brother Absalom. 8 There is also with you Shimei son of 
Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a terrible curse on the day when I went to Mahanaim; but 
when he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord, "I will not put you to death with the sword.' 
9 Therefore do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man; you will know what you ought to do to him, and you must 
bring his gray head down with blood to Sheol." 10 Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of 
David. 11 The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three 
years in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established. 
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 1 Now King David was very old, and no matter how many blankets covered him, he could not keep warm. 2 So his 

advisers told him, "We will find a young virgin who will wait on you and be your nurse. She will lie in your arms and keep 
you warm." 3 So they searched throughout the country for a beautiful girl, and they found Abishag from Shunem and 
brought her to the king. 4 The girl was very beautiful, and she waited on the king and took care of him. But the king had 
no sexual relations with her. 

5 About that time David's son Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, decided to make himself king in place of his 
aged father. So he provided himself with chariots and horses and recruited fifty men to run in front of him. 6 Now his 
father, King David, had never disciplined him at any time, even by asking, "What are you doing?" Adonijah was a very 
handsome man and had been born next after Absalom. 7 Adonijah took Joab son of Zeruiah and Abiathar the priest into 
his confidence, and they agreed to help him become king. 8 But among those who remained loyal to David and refused 
to support Adonijah were Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and David's 
personal bodyguard. 9 Adonijah went to the stone of Zoheleth near the spring of En-rogel, where he sacrificed sheep, 
oxen, and fattened calves. He invited all his brothers – the other sons of King David – and all the royal officials of Judah. 
10 But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, or Benaiah, or the king's bodyguard, or his brother Solomon. 

11 Then Nathan the prophet went to Bathsheba, Solomon's mother, and asked her, "Did you realize that Haggith's 
son, Adonijah, has made himself king and that our lord David doesn't even know about it? 12 If you want to save your 
own life and the life of your son Solomon, follow my counsel. 13 Go at once to King David and say to him, 'My lord, didn't 
you promise me that my son Solomon would be the next king and would sit upon your throne? Then why has Adonijah 
become king?' 14 And while you are still talking with him, I will come and confirm everything you have said." 15 So 
Bathsheba went into the king's bedroom. He was very old now, and Abishag was taking care of him. 16 Bathsheba 
bowed low before him."What can I do for you?" he asked her. 17 She replied, "My lord, you vowed to me by the LORD 
your God that my son Solomon would be the next king and would sit on your throne. 18 But instead, Adonijah has 
become the new king, and you do not even know about it. 19 He has sacrificed many oxen, fattened calves, and sheep, 
and he has invited all your sons and Abiathar the priest and Joab, the commander of the army. But he did not invite your 
servant Solomon. 20 And now, my lord the king, all Israel is waiting for your decision as to who will become king after 
you. 21 If you do not act, my son Solomon and I will be treated as criminals as soon as you are dead." 22 While she 
was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet arrived. 23 The king's advisers told him, "Nathan the prophet is here 
to see you."Nathan went in and bowed low before the king. 24 He asked, "My lord, have you decided that Adonijah will 
be the next king and that he will sit on your throne? 25 Today he has sacrificed many oxen, fattened calves, and sheep, 
and he has invited your sons to attend the celebration. He also invited Joab, the commander of the army, and Abiathar 
the priest. They are feasting and drinking with him and shouting, 'Long live King Adonijah!' 26 But I myself, your servant, 
was not invited; neither were Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, nor Solomon. 27 Has my lord really done this 
without letting any of his servants know who should be the next king?" 28 "Call Bathsheba," David said. So she came 
back in and stood before the king. 29 And the king vowed, "As surely as the LORD lives, who has rescued me from 
every danger, 30 today I decree that your son Solomon will be the next king and will sit on my throne, just as I swore 
to you before the LORD, the God of Israel." 31 Then Bathsheba bowed low before him again and exclaimed, "May my 
lord King David live forever!" 

32 Then King David ordered, "Call Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada." When they 
came into the king's presence, 33 the king said to them, "Take Solomon and my officers down to Gihon Spring. 
Solomon is to ride on my personal mule. 34 There Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet are to anoint him king over 
Israel. Then blow the trumpets and shout, 'Long live King Solomon!' 35 When you bring him back here, he will sit on my 
throne. He will succeed me as king, for I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and Judah." 36 "Amen!" Benaiah son 
of Jehoiada replied. "May the LORD, the God of my lord the king, decree it to be so. 37 And may the LORD be with 
Solomon as he has been with you, and may he make Solomon's reign even greater than yours!" 38 So Zadok the priest, 
Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the king's bodyguard took Solomon down to Gihon Spring, and 
Solomon rode on King David's personal mule. 39 There Zadok the priest took a flask of olive oil from the sacred tent and 
poured it on Solomon's head. Then the trumpets were blown, and all the people shouted, "Long live King Solomon!" 40 
And all the people returned with Solomon to Jerusalem, playing flutes and shouting for joy. The celebration was so 
joyous and noisy that the earth shook with the sound. 

41 Adonijah and his guests heard the celebrating and shouting just as they were finishing their banquet. When 
Joab heard the sound of trumpets, he asked, "What's going on? Why is the city in such an uproar?" 42 And while he 
was still speaking, Jonathan son of Abiathar the priest arrived. "Come in," Adonijah said to him, "for you are a good 
man. You must have good news." 43 "Not at all!" Jonathan replied. "Our lord King David has just declared Solomon 
king! 44 The king sent him down to Gihon Spring with Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada, protected by the king's bodyguard. They had him ride on the king's own mule, 45 and Zadok and Nathan have 
anointed him as the new king. They have just returned, and the whole city is celebrating and rejoicing. That's what all 
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the noise is about. 46 Moreover, Solomon is now sitting on the royal throne as king. 47 All the royal officials went to King 
David and congratulated him, saying, 'May your God make Solomon's fame even greater than your own, and may 
Solomon's kingdom be even greater than yours!' Then the king bowed his head in worship as he lay in his bed, 48 and 
he spoke these words: 'Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who today has chosen someone to sit on my throne 
while I am still alive to see it.'" 49 Then all of Adonijah's guests jumped up in panic from the banquet table and quickly 
went their separate ways. 50 Adonijah himself was afraid of Solomon, so he rushed to the sacred tent and caught hold 
of the horns of the altar. 51 Word soon reached Solomon that Adonijah had seized the horns of the altar and that he was 
pleading, "Let Solomon swear today that he will not kill me!" 52 Solomon replied, "If he proves himself to be loyal, he will 
not be harmed. But if he does not, he will die." 53 So King Solomon summoned Adonijah, and they brought him down 
from the altar. He came and bowed low before the king, and Solomon dismissed him, saying, "Go on home." 

2:1 As the time of King David's death approached, he gave this charge to his son Solomon: 2 "I am going where 
everyone on earth must someday go. Take courage and be a man. 3 Observe the requirements of the LORD your God 
and follow all his ways. Keep each of the laws, commands, regulations, and stipulations written in the law of Moses so 
that you will be successful in all you do and wherever you go. 4 If you do this, then the LORD will keep the promise he 
made to me: 'If your descendants live as they should and follow me faithfully with all their heart and soul, one of them will 
always sit on the throne of Israel.' 5 "And there is something else. You know that Joab son of Zeruiah murdered my two 
army commanders, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. He pretended that it was an act of war, but it was done 
in a time of peace, staining his belt and sandals with the blood of war. 6 Do with him what you think best, but don't let 
him die in peace. 7 "Be kind to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead. Make them permanent guests of the king, for they took 
care of me when I fled from your brother Absalom. 8 "And remember Shimei son of Gera, the man from Bahurim in 
Benjamin. He cursed me with a terrible curse as I was fleeing to Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at the 
Jordan River, I swore by the LORD that I would not kill him. 9 But that oath does not make him innocent. You are a wise 
man, and you will know how to arrange a bloody death for him." 10 Then David died and was buried in the City of David. 
11 He had reigned over Israel for forty years, seven of them in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 12 Solomon 
succeeded him as king, replacing his father, David, and he was firmly established on the throne. 

1 Chron. 29:20-30 (NRSV) 
 20 Then David said to the whole assembly, "Bless the Lord your God." And all the assembly blessed the Lord, the 

God of their ancestors, and bowed their heads and prostrated themselves before the Lord and the king. 21 On the next 
day they offered sacrifices and burnt offerings to the Lord, a thousand bulls, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, 
with their libations, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel; 22 and they ate and drank before the Lord on that day with 
great joy. 

They made David's son Solomon king a second time; they anointed him as the Lord's prince, and Zadok as priest. 
23 Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord, succeeding his father David as king; he prospered, and all Israel obeyed 
him. 24 All the leaders and the mighty warriors, and also all the sons of King David, pledged their allegiance to King 
Solomon. 25 The Lord highly exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed upon him such royal majesty as 
had not been on any king before him in Israel. 

26 Thus David son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 27 The period that he reigned over Israel was forty years; he 
reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 28 He died in a good old age, full of days, riches, 
and honor; and his son Solomon succeeded him. 29 Now the acts of King David, from first to last, are written in the 
records of the seer Samuel, and in the records of the prophet Nathan, and in the records of the seer Gad, 30 with 
accounts of all his rule and his might and of the events that befell him and Israel and all the kingdoms of the earth. 
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