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Study Aids section. A note about the blue. underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them

on and bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the
' internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material.

Quick Links to the Study

|. Contex

a.
b. Literary

Il. Messa
a.Antichrists are here, vv. 18-1

b.Pivine anointing, vv. 20-2
c.Defending against deceivers, vv. 26-2

Standing firm in the truth of the Gospel. This is the central focus of our
passage. Given the theological controversies of recent years, especially
among Baptists in the United States, what does this imply? Is the Gospel
defined by some humanly devised creed or confession of faith? What
does ‘standing firm’ mean? Who are the antichrists who deny Jesus and
seek to replace authentic gospel with a false version? How do believ-
ers prepare themselves to resist the false teaching coming from these
antichrists? These are some of the issues surrounding {1 John 2:18-27.
And they merit consideration in the study of this passage.

|. Context

Erevious studieg in 1 John will provide most of the background material. New material will be added

in order to supplement existing research.

This document is one of five in the so-called Johannine corpus of the New Testament. There are the

gospel, three letters and the book of Revelation. The name is derived from the early church tradition that
assigned authorship of these five documents to the apostle John. But in reality, only Revelation comes
close to identifying itself as having come from the apostle. With the gospel and the three letters no mention
is made anywhere internally about who was responsible for their composition. Thus the Ehurch Fatherg
from the second Christian century to the middle ages become the primary external sources for attempt-
ing an identification. Interestingly, one doesn’t find a unified voice here until very, very late in the ancient
period leading up to the middle ages. So we will have to look carefully at the external history (below) in
examining that issue in detail.

a. Historical

External History. \Who was responsible for
the composition of this document? 1 John is one of
three letters in the General (Catholic) Letter sec-
tion of our New Testament with the name of ‘John’
attached to them. Careful reading of the texts of
these letters will leave the reader searching in vain
for any direct mentioning of John as the writer of any
of these letters. The only person’s name mentioned
in 1 John is Jesus Christ. In 2 and 3 John the sender

of these letters is identified only as “the elder.”
Where then does the idea that a John wrote these
letters originate, since it cannot be based directly on
references to the writer inside these documents?
The answer comes from early Christian tradition in
the second through eighth centuries. Yet, careful
examination of this body of early Christian literature
indicates difference of opinion over the author of this
letter. The term ‘The Elder’ in 2 and 3 John was grad-
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ually identified
with the apostle
John, the son of
Zebedee, in the
gospels in many
early Christian
circles, but not
in all. Papias
of Hierapolis in
130 AD chal-
lenged this
view, as did Di-
onsyius of Al-
exandria in 262
AD. Eventually,
however, the
linking of the
three letters, along with the fourth gospel and the
book of Revelation, with the apostle John prevailed
and become the basis for the headings of these three
letters containing the name ‘John.” Current biblical
scholarship reflects divided opinion on how reliable
this early church tradition is. Serious arguments, both
pro and con, can be marshaled in support of either
side of the issue.

My personal inclination is to link the three let-
ters together (at minimum, only 1 John) with the
fourth gospel in a common authorship, although
readily acknowledging the difficulties of such. At
best, tentative conclusions must be drawn, rather
than hard-and-fast judgments. The contents of the
three documents provide some helpful insight into
the historical situation surrounding their composition
toward the close of the first Christian century.

Where was this document written? Most schol-
ars, although skeptical of early church tradition about
John the apostle as author, will nevertheless accept

the early church idea that associates the writing of
1 John in and around the ancient city of
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toward the end of the first Christian century. Within
the traditional view of authorship, the understand-
ing is that the apostle John spent the last several
decades of his earthly life in ministry to Christians
in Ephesus.

If correct, then this letter emerges after the initial
preaching of the gospel in the city by Paul in the
middle 50s. Another apostle has become a revered
leader of the Christian movement there. This letter
is then addressed to the believing community at
Ephesus, in a manner similar to Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians, although we can determine far less of
the specific circumstances surrounding the Ephesian
community of faith at this point in time.

To whom was this document written initially,
and why? The above exploration probed the histori-
cal identification of the recipients of the letter from
early church tradition. From the contents of 1 John
some insight can be gleaned about the first read-
ers of this letter. Through a careful reading of the
document, one can see that the teaching authority
of the writer had been challenged and thus the let-
ter was responding to that challenge. An alternative
understanding of Christianity was being set forth in
the Christian community(s) of Asia, and this new
view of the gospel led to behavioral patterns that
were different from those set forth in the apostolic
gospel message as G. B. Caird (“Johannine Letters,”
New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, iPreach )
describes:

"Throughout the first letter we find a series of warnings
against those who make claims which are not justified
by the facts: ‘if we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness’ (1:6); ‘if we say we have
no sin’ (1:8); ‘he who says ‘| know him’ but disobeys
his commandments’ (2:4); ’he who says he abides in
him’ (2:6); ‘if any one says, ‘I love God,” and hates his
brother’ (4:20). It is obvious that these denunciations
are not made without good reason and that someone
has actually been making such professions. The op-
position has been laying claim to a special knowledge
and love of God and to a peculiarly intimate relationship
with him which has set them above the common distinc-
tions between good and evil and therefore above the
demands of Christian ethics. It is probable, too, that the
initial message of the letter: ‘God is light and in him is
no darkness at all,’ is directed against a theology which
held that God comprehended in himself both light and
darkness.”

This opposition movement had questioned the
incarnation of Christ (2:20; 4:2). Although previously
participating in the apostolic believing community,
they had abandoned it (2:19) in order to begin their
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own version of Christianity, and it had been met with
pagan acceptance (4:5). G.B. Caird sums up the
identity of this group with this statement:

“An aberrant Christianity, which teaches salvation by
esoteric knowledge, excites an enthusiasm devoid of
moral concern, and nourishes a spirituality contemptu-
ous of all things material, can be identified unmistak-
ably as an early form of the movement which came to
be known as Gnosis or [GNOSTICISM. At this stage,
however, there is no sign of the gross sensuality which
was countenanced by some of the later developments
of the Gnostic heresy; the moral laxity here stigma-
tized consists solely in an indifference to the practical

demands of the law of love.”

Therefore, the main thrust of 1 John was to as-
sure the members of the apostolic community of the
essence of authentic Christianity, both in its belief
and in its ethics, as a corrective to the false teaching
being spread by the opposition. What we see in 1
John is a Christian leader appealing to believers to
base their religious experience on a firm foundation,
rather than the foundation of falsehood and error.

Internal History. The general nature of the con-
tents of the letter tend to minimize time and place
markers in the text. Such is the case with 2:18-27. No
specific place markers surface in these verses. And
the time markers are very generalized. Thus these
will be treated in the exegesis of the text below.

OO OO OO OO

b. Literary
Genre. Although

labeled an ancient letter, Praescriptio

" Paul's Letter to the Philippians ™ "

from 1:5 through 5:21
does not follow a
logical progression of
moving from one idea

this document bears few
of the marks that are found
in ancient letters. See my
discussion on this at cran-
fordville.com under Etté:/

ranfordville.com/NT-genre
htm#Epistlef:.

In contrast, and
follow ancient letter
patterns very closely. The
prologue of
somewhat sets the founda-

tion for the remainder of the
document (NRSV):

Body

Superscriptio Hadhog kai TypoBeog doblot
Xprotov ' Incod
naoLy Tolg ayiows £v XpLotd
"Inoo® toig ovory £v iiinnolg ooy
E£MOKONOLS KUl dLEKOVOLS,
ZapLS LUV Kal £ipivy and Beod
naTpos NGV Kal kupiov Inood
XpLotob.
Ebyapiotd @ 8@ pov £ni nao) i pveia
Dp@v. . .
Twvoekely 8¢ Dudg fodlopar, adeldot,
OTL T Kat! £pE pailov £1¢ TPOKORIYV TOD
evayyelion £lnivbey, doTE TOUS SETHOD
HoV davepous £v Xpiotd yeveésbal £v 6
T TPOLTOPLO KUl TOLS AOLNOLS TaGLY, . . .

Conclusio 'Acondcucle navra dyov £v Xprotd

Adscriptio

Salutatio

Proem

to the next one etc.

- The line of reasoning
,in 1 John has often

been labeled ‘spiral’
(Caird). This means
a hand full of ideas
will be tossed out and
will resurface periodi-
cally either individu-
‘ally, or in connection
to others, frequently
in new combinations
of thoughts. The most
dominant ideas relate

“1 We declare to you what
was from the beginning,
what we have heard, what
we have seen with our eyes,
what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life — 2 this life was revealed,
and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was
revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we have
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things
so that our joy may be complete.”

As to literary form, the Bible student can only
conclude that 1 John is an ancient letter in a very
loose definition of the term. More accurate is that the
document is an ancient tractate defending a specific
theological/philosophical viewpoint.

The text should be read against this backdrop.

Literary Context. The development of ideas

. 'Ineodb. dondaloviar BpGg oL oLV SHOL
aderdoi. ...
S A e =

Ancient Letter on papyrus

- towho God and Christ

,,a;t are, and to the basic

principle of Christian
love.

The emphasis on love has been summed up
well by David Rensberger in the Abingdon Com-
mentary:

The centrality of love can be seen in the things for
which it is the signal and test: knowing and abiding in
God (2:3-6; 3:23-24; 4:7-8, 12, 16), walking in the light
(2:9-11), being God’s child (2:29; 3:10; 4:7), eternal life
(3:14), confidence at the judgment (4:17-18), and our
own love for God (4:20-5:1). People do not become
children of God by their own good deeds; to be born
of God is a gift of God’s love, which calls forth and
enables Christians’ love (3:1-2; 4:9-11, 19). Yet love
united to christological confession is the one unfailing
test of those who truly are God’s children (4:7; 5:1).
Where there is no love at work, there is no Christianity.
This implies that Christianity is not purely a matter of
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individual salvation, since love cannot be practiced by
one person alone. Knowing God, loving God, being
confident of eternal life—all the things that we might
consider “spiritual”—are real only in concrete living in
community with other human beings. “Beloved, let us
love one another” (4:7).

Another theme relates to opposition to false
teachers and this theme surfaces repeatedly
throughout the document. The historical identifica-
tion of these individuals has been treated above
under Internal History. Here the literary emphasis
on these individuals needs some attention. Our pas-

sage, notably 2:18, marks a new direction in which
the writer increasingly turns on the false teachers
whom he here labels as ‘antichrists.” They have
denied Jesus as the Christ. They do not possess
the teaching presence of the Holy Spirit (v. 27), and
thus have no understanding of Christ. In chapters
three through five other aspects of their teaching will
be exposed as contrary to the Gospel. Thus 2:18-27
stand as an important turning point in seeking to un-
derstand the situation that the writer was addressing
with this document.

Il. Message

Literary Structure. The internal thought flow is somewhat challenging to

assess, as is explained in the Summary of the Rhetorical Structurg of the Greek
text in the larger internet study. As noted above in the Literary Aspectd section,
the organization of ideas in 1 John resembles a swirl or a kaleidoscope more than
a logically designed house. This is certainly true in our passage.

Yet the thought flow does move from the antichrists (vv. 18-19) to his read-
ers possessing the divine anointing of the Holy Spirit (vv. 20-25) then back to the

deceivers with the divine anointing as the best defense against their influence (vv.

26-27).

OO OO OO

a. Antichrists are here, vv. 18-19
Greek NT NASB
2:18 Tlodia, ¢€o- 18 Children, it is
x4t dpa €otiv, kol the last hour; and just

NRSV
18 Children, it is the
last hour! As you have

NLT
18 Dear children,
the last hour is here.

Kobmg mMkovooTtE  OTL
OVTLYPLOTOC  EpPYETOL,
Kol VOV GvTiyYploTtol
ToALOL YEYOVaOLY, 00gV
YIVOGKOUEV OTL £0) AN
opo €ottv.  2°19 €€
Nuev €ERABaV GAL 0VK
noav £€ Nu@dv: i yop
¢E NUAV Moov, PENEV-
NKeloay av ped nuav:
OAN 1vo davepwOdoLY
0TL OVK €101V TAVTEG €
NUOV.

as you heard that anti-
christ is coming, even
now many antichrists
have appeared; from
this we know that it is
the last hour. 19 They
went out from us, but
they were not really of
us; for if they had been
of us, they would have
remained with us; but
they went out, so that
it would be shown that
they all are not of us.

heard that antichrist is
coming, SO how many
antichrists have come.
From this we know that
it is the last hour. 19
They went out from us,
but they did not belong
to us; for if they had be-
longed to us, they would
have remained with us.
But by going out they
made it plain that none
of them belongs to us.

You have heard that the
Antichrist is coming, and
already many such anti-
christs have appeared.
From this we know that
the end of the world has
come. 19 These people
left our churches be-
cause they never really
belonged with us; oth-
erwise they would have
stayed with us. When
they left us, it proved
that they do not belong

Notes:

The two Greek sentences focus on distinctive
themes: the surfacing of the antichrists in the final
hour, and their disassociating themselves from the
believing communities of faith.

The surfacing of the antichrists in the final
hour, v. 19: “Children, it is the last hour! As you have
heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists

with us.

have come. From this we know that it is the last hour*
(IMowdio, Eoydn Mpa £0Tiv, KAl KOODG NKOVCATE
OTL AVTLYPLOTOC EPYETAL, KOL VDV OVILYPLOTOL TOA-
Aot yeyovooly, 00V yivwoKoUEY OTL £0Y AT BPO
€o7iv.). This interesting declaration revolves around
three items: 1) the last hour; 2) the coming of the
antichrist; and 3) the presence of many antichrists
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already.

1) The last hour.
This phrase, €o-
x4t dpa, alludes
to the time just pri-
or to the second
coming of Christ.
The nature of the
Greek construction &2, &3
must not be over- AL
looked in trying to - . "
understand what is &
intended. Steven §&
Smalley (Word Bib- =%
lical Commentary, &
Logos Systems)
notes on this:

The expression §ik

¢oxdtn Opa (“fi-

nal hour”) lacks j#

the definite arti- @

cle; and Westcott )

(69) concludes, therefore, that the reference is to

the “general character” of the period under review

(a final hour), rather than to its actual ending (the

final hour). However, the context (see further below)

suggests that éoxatn Wpa here means primarily that
period of time, whether shorter or longer, which will
usher in the termination of all time as we know it.

For this reason we have adopted the translation, “the

final hour.” (The eschatological associations belong-

ing to the term &pa, “hour,” are familiar to us from

John’s Gospel, e.g. John 2:4; 4:23; 16:2; cf. also Luke

22:53. Nevertheless, the exact phrase éoxdtn @pa

occurs in the NT only here.)

Thus the writer sees his generation living in the final
days before the second coming of Christ. For him
the evidence of this, “From this we know that it is the
last hour” (0B€V YIVOOKOUEY OTL E0YGTN BPO ECTLY),
was the presence of many antichrists active already
at the close of the first Christian century.

Was the writer wrong? In one sense, yes, he
was, since some two thousand years have passed
since this was written. But in another sense, no, he
was right. The time between the first and second
comings of Christ do stand as the ‘last days’in God’s
timetable of human history. The early Christians
lived in sensitive awareness of this and then lived
expecting that second coming of our Lord to just be
around the corner. In this he reflects a model for each
generation of believers to adopt in their expectancy

of the return of Christ.

2) The coming of the antichrist. The writer
mentions that by his day a general theological
teaching was that an antichrist is coming. The
singular form of avtiypiotog alludes to a major
figure, either human or supernatural. Again,
Steven Smalley (Word Biblical Commentary,
Logos Systems) comments on the absence of
the Greek article for ‘the’ in the original word-

4 ing:

Some witnesses, including X A K L, introduce
the definite article 0 (“the” before avtixpiotog,
“antichrist” (but X" B C, et al. omit). The absence
1 of the article indicates not only that the concept
symbolized by dvtixpiotog had by now become
personalized (cf. 2 Thess 2:1-12; also &vtiypiotot,
“antichrists,” in this v), but also that the term itself
had passed into current (technical) use as a proper
name (so Westcott, 70). The later addition of the
article is thus gratuitous, and possibly reflects an
attempt to sharpen the reference to antichrist in
this context by making it even more specific (cf. niv,
which translates avtiypiotog as “the antichrist”; j8
has “an Antichrist”).
In the background lies intertestamental Judaism that
developed the concept of not only God’s anointed
Messiah, but also of the emergence of one who
would vigorously oppose Him." Also stands Paul‘s
emphasis on the “man of lawlessness” as this figure
in 2 Thess. 2:1-12.2 To this general backdrop the

See Ezek 38:2-3; Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11; Zech 14:2; 1
Enoch 90:16; 2 Esdras 13:5.

2NRSV. 1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our being gathered together to him, we beg you, brothers
and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed,
either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to
the effect that the day of the Lord is already here.

3 Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not
come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is
revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship,
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring him-
self to be God. 5 Do you not remember that | told you these
things when | was still with you? 6 And you know what is now
restraining him, so that he may be revealed when his time
comes. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work,
but only until the one who now restrains it is removed. 8 And
then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus
will destroy with the breath of his mouth, annihilating him by
the manifestation of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless
one is apparent in the working of Satan, who uses all power,
signs, lying wonders, 10 and every kind of wicked deception
for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the
truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a

Page 5 of 1 John 2:18-27 Bible Study




writer alludes here. This will serve as the basis of his
next contention of the presence of many antichrists
already in his day. It is important to remember that
only in the Johannine writings of the New Testament
is the term ‘antichrist’ used.

3) The presence of many antichrists aready.
Whether the Antichrist would be a human or su-
pernatural figure to this writer is unclear. But it is
clear that the many antichrists referenced here are
humans, who at one time identified with the commu-
nities of faith in Ephesus. Thus the concept of one
who opposes Christ, inherent in the word ‘antichrist,”
is extended to include individuals who by their belief
and actions oppose Christ and the apostolic gospel
message. And the writer knew numerous individuals
who fit this description.

Smalley (WBC) provides helpful comments
here:

When John claims that antichrist has arrived in
the form of many antichrists (and note the elliptical
construction of the Gr. at this point, where the
sentence is introduced by xabwc, “as”; cf. v 27), he
is saying in the first place that, as in the tradition,
actual opponents of Jesus (“anti-Messiahs”) have
appeared (cf. Houlden, 77). Such people, antichrists,
are resisting Jesus the Christ (see v 22). But almost
certainly an ambivalence is contained in the term
avtixpiotog (cf. the cognate dvtiotpdtnyog, meaning
“opposing general” or “propraetor”). For false
prophecy is often associated with the appearance of
an “antichrist” figure in the NT (cf. Mark 13:22; 1
Cor 12:3; Rev 16:13; 19:20; 20:10; also John 5:43). It
is likely, therefore, that John also has in mind here
deceivers (cf. 2 John 7); those who by propagating
false views of Jesus are actually opposing him (cf.
Westcott, 70). They are not pretending to be Christ,
unlike the Yevddypiotor (“false Christs”) of Mark
13:22 par.; but their inadequate estimate of his
person amounts to an anti-Christian attitude, and
a perversion of Christianity (cf. Law, Tests, 320-22;
note also the association of the “man of lawlessness”
with both deceit and opposition at 2 Thess 2:3, 4).

Who were these avtixpiotor, and what was their
teaching? Clearly John regards the heretical seces-
sionists from his community as “antichrists”; and
he sees the erroneous christology of these professed
believers (whose character has been in view since
1:5) as both dangerous for the life and unity of the
church (cf. v 19), and a mark of the arrival of the

powerful delusion, leading them to believe what is false, 12 so
that all who have not believed the truth but took pleasure in
unrighteousness will be condemned.

end-time. One form of this christological error was

presumably docetism: an emphasis on the divinity

of Jesus, at the expense of his humanity (cf. 2 John

7); the deceiver and antichrist is the person who

does not acknowledge Jesus Christ as épxopevov év

oapki “come in flesh” (but see the comment on that

v). Perhaps this heresy is also in mind when John

refers elsewhere to antichrist(s). But there is noth-

ing contained in those further references (1 John

2:18, 22 and 4:3) which excludes the possibility that

John is also thinking of heretics whose inclination

was the reverse: to stress the humanity of Jesus,

at the expense of his divinity. In this passage, we
may conclude, there is no way of determining the
precise nature of the heretical extreme which the

antichrists in John’s circle were espousing. It was a

christological error; but it could have been either

too “high” or too “low” in character. (See further on

2:22; 4:3; 2 John 7; also the introduction, xxiii-iv. Cf.

also Smalley, “What about 1 John?” 338-40.)

Their disassociating themselves from the
believing communities of faith, v. 19: “They went
out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had
belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But
by going out they made it plain that none of them belongs
to us* (€€ NUAV €ERAOOV GAL 0VK ooV £E HUdV:
el yop £E MUV Noav, LELEVIKELGOY GV LED TUDY
0N Tva povep®mB®oLy 0Tl 0VK €101V TAVTEG €&
nuav.). For the writer the decisive indicator of the
antichrist orientation of these individuals was their
formal disassociation from the communities of be-
lievers. A part of the nuance of the Greek play on the
preposition £k (ek) in the four uses of it cannot be
translated into English easily. The phrase “not of us”
[NRSYV, ‘did not belong to us’] conveys through the
Greek ablative case with the preposition the sense
of not sharing the same source. Clearly implicit is
the contention that these people were not born of the




Father, as were those in the believing communities
(cf. Jhn 1:13). Thus their physical separation from
the believing communities made clear their spiritual
bankruptcy down inside.

Exactly what is meant by “They went out from
us” (€€ nuav €£nABov)? Did they move down the
block and start a competing church? Clearly they
did not abandon a formal claim to being Christian,
although John is not willing to concede that they
are genuine believers. They continue trying to in-
fluence believers in the Christian communities to
adopt their views over against the apostolic teach-
ing of the gospel. Given the first century reality that
the believing community was made up of numerous
house church groups meeting in separate homes
all over ancient Ephesus, one can readily see the
“going out from” action as simply setting up alter-
native house church groups and then seeking to
entice those in the authentic communities to come

believers they would have remained a part of the
believing community. That they didn’t sheds light
on their true spiritual condition before God.

How do these two verses relate to us today?
A few things come to mind. First, the presence of
individuals who oppose Christ either by twisted the-
ology and / or by immoral behavior while claiming to
be Christian should not surprise us. For the writer
of 1 John, distorted belief about Christ, especially
when coupled with questionable behavior, makes
one an ‘antichrist.” Refusal to formally identify with
the authentic believing community reflects this
bankrupt spiritual condition. A casual listening to
radio or TV preachers brings dramatic illustration
of such antichrists! We need to note them for who
they genuinely are: people who by belief and ac-
tion oppose Christ and thus reflect a false theology.
Even though such ‘labeling’ isn’'t popular in our
culture, it becomes necessary if we are to protect

join them in their meetings.
John is convinced that had they been genuine

OO OO OO OO OO0
b. Divine anointing, vv. 20-25

Greek NT

220 kol VUEIG
ypiopa €xete amod 0D G-
Ylov kol oidote WAVTEG.
221 ok €ypoyo VUTV 61U
0ovK 01daTe TNV aAndsiov
OAN OtL oldote ovTV
Kol OTL mav WYebdog €k
TG dAnBelag ovk €oTiv.
222 Tig €otmv O YevL-
‘oG €1 un 0 APVOVUEVOG
01t ‘Incodg ovk €otLv O
Xp1ot6g  00T6¢ €6TLY O
AVTiYPLoT0G, O GPVOL-
"UEVOG TOV TOTEPO, KOL TOV
viov. 223 whg O Gpvou-
"UEVOG TOV VIOV OVIE TOV
natépa £XEL, O OLOAOY®V
TOV VIOV KOl TOV TOTEPO!
€xel. 224 VUgic O NKOV-
‘cote Om Gpxig, €v LUV
UEVET®. €0V €V VUiV
ueivn 6 arm’ apyfc MKov-
"oate, KOl DUELG £V TA VLY
KOl €V T TOTpl LEVETTE.
225 kol avtn €oTiv 1
noyyeAilo v aOTOg £nn-
yyethato Muiv, v Lonv
TNV O1®VIOV.

NASB

20 But you have an
anointing from the Holy
One, and you all know.
21 | have not written to
you because you do not
know the truth, but be-
cause you do know it,
and because no lie is
of the truth. 22 Who is
the liar but the one who
denies that Jesus is the
Christ? This is the anti-
christ, the one who de-
nies the Father and the
Son. 23 Whoever de-
nies the Son does not
have the Father; the one
who confesses the Son
has the Father also. 24
As for you, let that abide
in you which you heard
from the beginning. If
what you heard from the
beginning abides in you,
you also will abide in the
Son and in the Father.
25 This is the promise
which He Himself made
to us: eternal life.

ourselves against their corrupting influence.

NASB

20 But you have
been anointed by the
Holy One, and all of you
have knowledge. 21
| write to you, not be-
cause you do not know
the truth, but because
you know it, and you
know that no lie comes
from the truth. 22 Who
is the liar but the one
who denies that Jesus
is the Christ? This is the
antichrist, the one who
denies the Father and
the Son. 23 No one who
denies the Son has the
Father; everyone who
confesses the Son has
the Father also. 24 Let
what you heard from the
beginning abide in you.
If what you heard from
the beginning abides in
you, then you will abide
in the Son and in the
Father. 25 And this is
what he has promised
us, eternal life.

NASB

20 Butyou are not like
that, for the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and all
of you know the truth. 21
So | am writing to you not
because you don’t know
the truth but because
you know the difference
between truth and false-
hood. 22 And who is the
great liar? The one who
says that Jesus is not the
Christ. Such people are
antichrists, for they have
denied the Father and
the Son. 23 Anyone who
denies the Son doesn’t
have the Father either.
But anyone who confess-
es the Son has the Father
also. 24 So you must re-
main faithful to what you
have been taught from
the beginning. If you do,
you will continue to live
in fellowship with the Son
and with the Father. 25
And in this fellowship we
enjoy the eternal life he
promised us.
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Notes:

Internally the thought flow of these verses moves
in a twofold pattern from an affirmation of his read-
ers (vv. 20-23) to an admonition of them (vv. 24-25).
The stack poles around which the affirmation and
admonition are given is the ‘anointing” (ypiouo) and
the understanding of the apostolic gospel as divine
truth (aAnbeia). John affirms that his readers already
posses the truth because they have been given the
chrisma, the anointing. On the other hand, the anti-
christs don’t possess the truth because they do not
have the chrisma. Thus the writer encourages his
readers to remain in the truth that they already pos-
sess, since it is the only way to the divine promise
of life eternal.

Thus clear understanding of his affirmation and
admonition depends on clear understanding of the
two key terms in these verses.

1) The Anointing. What is this? The Greek says
simply xpicuo. The word
comes from the verb
xplw, Which means to
anoint. Out of this word
comes a number of other
words in the New Testa-
ment: xpiotoc(Christ),
avTixploTos (antichrist),
xplopa (anointing), xptoTiavoe(Christian). This re-
alization of word groupings is important to grasping
the play on words permeating the entire passage.
Thus the ypioua is closely linked to Christ, and the
antichrists do not possess it since they oppose
Christ.

Inside our text the ypiocuo is described in a variety
of ways. It is something that teaches (818aoket) and
remains (uével). It is something John’s readers pos-
sess (exeTe). They have received it from Christ (0 eAx
BeTe amo auTou), and it belongs to Christ (aiTou).

What then is the xpiopua? These two aspects
-- etymology and context -- argue strongly for an
identification with the Holy Spirit. Walter Grundmann
(Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testa-
ment, Logos Systems) notes this:

When the community is assaulted by antichrists it

can resist only in the power of the Spirit, the xpioua,

2:20, 27. The use of this term, which means ‘“‘anoint-

ing oil,” implies that the community is anointed with

the Spirit, this being the basis of the fact that it be-
longs to Christ. xpiopa imparts to the community its
comprehensive knowledge — oidate mdvta (2:20)°

3We accept the reading ofdate ndvta A Cd lat sy" and not
navteg B v, since the latter is a softening of the all-embracing

— which confers on it the clarity of faith and judg-
ment and the assurance in life and decision that come
from its relationship to God. This statement about the
xpiopo of the community is directly connected with
what Christ says about the tapdkAntog (— V, 813, 1
ff.) in Jn. 16:8-10, 13 f. The community has received
the xpioua as a power which remains in it and gives

it comprehensive and reliable instruction, 2:27.* A

notable feature in the ecclesiastical situation in which

the Johannine Epistles were written is that the author
does not refer the community to an authoritative
teaching office but reminds it of its reception of the
xpiopo which is itself the teacher (— 1II, 143, 19 ff.)
and which makes the community independent of a
teaching office: t0 a0toD xpropa diddoker LUAG TTepl
navtwv, 2:27.° This shows how strongly in John the
understanding of the Messiah is determined by the
anointing of the Spirit and how the relation between
the Son and sons, which is based on reception of the

Spirit, finds an echo in the connection between the

anointed One and the anointed.

We can confidently conclude that the xpioua is
closely linked to the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised
in John 16:8-10. His presence in the community of
believers is what enables them to understand the
truth, and to resist the influence of these antichrists
with their false teaching.

2) The Truth. What is truth? This famous ques-
tion in western history has mostly been defined for
centuries by the ideas of the Greek philosopher
. For him truth lay in the consistency between the
visible and invisible domains of existence as taught
inthe by the philosopher , and truth was
an abstract idea derived from the validation of some-
thing being consistent with ultimate reality, which lay
in the invisible. Truth, aAnbeia, defined in scripture

TAVTaL.

“The grammatical structure of this difficult statement is
probably as follows: “And you! The chrism which you have
received from him remains in you and you have no need that
any should teach you. But as his chrism teaches you about all
things, it is reliable and without any lie, and, as it has taught
you, abide in it.” Cf. Jn. 14:17: t0 mvedua th¢ dAnbeiag, O
0 kdopoc o0 dvvatar Aafeiv, and 14:26: éxeivog Du& S10d-
&e1 mévta kol vmopvricel D& Tdvra & eimov Huiv éyw. C. H.
Dodd, The Johannine Epistles, MNTC (1946), 63 describes
xpioua as “knowledge ... against the poison of false teach-
ing.” Cf. Schnckbg. J.* on 1 Jn. 2:20.

>The question whether a0toD relates to the Father or the
Son does not allow of any clear-cut answer. As in Jn. 14:16,
26; 15:26 it may relate to either. The ambivalence reflects
the unity of the Father and the Son, though cf. Schnckbg. J.%,
161.
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rests on the foundation of John 14:6 where Jesus
declared eyw eipt...n aAnbeia (‘I am the Truth”).
In so identifying Himself with the Father, we know
what is true is that which comes from Christ. This,
because He perfectly reflects God who is the very
manifestation of truth. Thus in the NT, what is true
is what corresponds to Christ because He reflects
the Heavenly Father in character and in spiritual
reality. In our text the truth had been taught to the
community by the Holy Spirit, but it had also been
heard by the community through the preaching of it
by the apostolic leaders who had been in Ephesus,
such as Paul and John.

The opposite of truth is what is false (yeddog).
In this context it refers to what the antichrists were
teaching, which is defined as refusal to confess Je-
sus as Christ. By their denial of Him who is Truth,
they expose their ideas as a lie.

The Affirmation. In vv. 20-23, the writer affirms
that his readers possess the teaching presence of
the Holy Spirit, i.e., the ypioua. This has brought
them full exposure to divine truth and through His
presence provides them insight into what is true and
what is false.

On the other hand, the antichrists were denying
Jesus as the Christ. Exactly what this implied is not
totally clear. Most are convinced that the declaration
in 4:2-3 provides important details:

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh

is from God, and every spirit that does not confess

Jesus is not from God. And this is the spirit of the

antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming;

and now it is already in the world.
Very possibly the writer was dealing with an early
form of Eocetic Christianitj. In its later expression
at least, the contention was made that Jesus was
not a real flesh and blood human being, that he
only seemed?® to be one. Thus these antichrists had
come to the conclusion that Jesus was pure deity
and thus could not have ever taken on actual human
existence. A strong Greek influence out of
dualism lies behind such thinking.

But the denial of Jesus as the divinely anointed
Messiah, i.e., the Son of God, as affirmed in 2:22,
could suggest that they were having trouble fully
accepting the deity of Jesus, the man. Thus they
could very well have denied the deity of Christ and
left Jesus in their thinking as merely a prophet or a
exemplary teacher of divine wisdom.

5The term ‘docetism’ is derived from the Greek verb
Sokéc (dokeo), which can mean “to seem to be something.”

The Johannine text is sending mixed signals
about the historical identity of these antichrists. And
thus we must exercise caution in projecting possible
heretical groups at the close of the first Christian
century as potential candidates for these people
called here antichrists.

One thing is clear, however. These opposers to
Christ had a twisted understanding of who the Lord
is. Instead of maintaining the apostolic stance affirm-
ing the full deity and the full humanity of Christ at
the same time, these individuals had opted for one
or the other emphases to the exclusion of the other.
Their warped view of Jesus was enough to exclude
them from authentic relationship with Him.

The Admonition. In vv. 24-25, the writer issues
a plea for his readers to stand fast (uevétm, peivy,
ueveite) in the apostolic preaching of the Gospel that
they had heard from the beginning of their Christian
pilgrimage. To take such an ongoing stance reflects
continued existence in both Christ and the Heavenly
Father. The background of Jesus’ teaching on the
vine and the branches in Jhn. 10:1-6 looms large in
the background. What is at stake here? The promise
of life eternal. And their participation in that prom-
ise.

What can we learn from these verses? When
Christ saved us, the Holy Spirit came into our life
bringing not only salvation but the full resources
of God. Every believer has been anointed by God
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. This is not
some ‘second blessing’ or experience that believers
should seek after becoming Christians. To move this
way is to demean and belittle the richness of salva-
tion in Christ.

We have been given the potential of fully grasp-
ing the implications of that salvation. The Spirit
indwelling us teaches us the Gospel, that is, “what
you have heard.” The content of this is preserved in
what we call the New Testament, and through the
help of the Holy Spirit we can grasp increasingly the
richness of this Gospel.

Thus we don’t need screw ball preachers inject-
ing their own man made ideas into the content of the
Gospel. The result of this is twisting and distorting
the picture of Jesus painted in the New Testament.
Salvation comes exclusively through spiritual con-
nection to the Jesus of the New Testament, and is
not possible through some twisted version of Him
concocted by human thinking.

Thus we must be careful to always teach the
biblical Jesus as the centerpiece of an authentic
Gospel message!
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c. Defending against deceivers, vv. 26-27

Greek NT

2:26 Tadta £ypayo
VUV mEPL TRV TAOV-
OvVTov Ludc. 227 kol
VUELG TO Ypilopna O ENG-
Bete am’ oavtOD, UEVEL
€v VUV KOl 0V Ypelav
€xete 1vo TIC O18G0KM
VUGG, GAL ®g T0 aVToD
YXPlouo, OLOGOKEL VUAG
TEPL TOVIMV KOL OANOEG
€0TLV KOl OVK £0TLV
yebdog, Kal kobwg €51-
"doEev VUGG, UEVETE €V
oVTR.

Notes:

NASB

26 These things
| have written to you
concerning those who
are trying to deceive
you. 27 As for you, the
anointing which you re-
ceived from Him abides
in you, and you have
no need for anyone to
teach you; but as His
anointing teaches you
about all things, and is
true and is not a lie, and
just as it has taught you,
you abide in Him.

NRSV

26 | write these
things to you concern-
ing those who would
deceive you. 27 As for
you, the anointing that
you received from him
abides in you, and so
you do not need anyone
to teach you. But as his
anointing teaches you
about all things, and is
true and is not a lie, and
just as it has taught you,
abide in him.

NLT

26 | have written
these things to you be-
cause you need to be
aware of those who want
to lead you astray. 27
But you have received
the Holy Spirit, and he
lives within you, so you
don’t need anyone to
teach you what is true.
For the Spirit teaches
you all things, and what
he teaches is true — it is
not a lie. So continue in
what he has taught you,
and continue to live in
Christ.

This final segment of our passage somewhat
summarizes his discussion up to this point. In the
typical writing style of this author he can freely return
to previous themes in repetition, and sometimes then
to extend the ideas a bit further than in the previous
mentioning of them.

He alludes again to the antichrists and now calls
them deceivers, t®v nThavoviov vudc.” They are
attempting to lead astray the
believing community at Ephe-
sus. Thus, although they have =3
disassociated themselves
from the community, they
continue seeking to influence#
members of the community %
into their group.

John reiterates the anoint- ¢
ing of the Holy Spirit that the *
community had received. Now
10 xpiouo has been received
from Christ Himself: 6 éAdfete
ar’ ovtod. The Holy Spirit
stands as their teacher and

"The present tense Greek participle TAavoviov is han-
dled variously by the three translators above, all of which
are legitimate: NASB, “who are trying to deceive you”; NRSV,
“who would deceive you“; and NLT, “who want to lead you
astray“. Contextual signals strongly suggest that these false
teachers weren’t making any inroads into the believing com-
munity. But the participle here implies deliberate efforts at
doing so.

Rbide in
Christ

thus excludes any legitimate teaching from these
deceivers. The readers weren’t going to learn any-
thing valid from these people. Instead, what they
would receive from the Holy Spirit was true and not
false, like that from the deceivers.

John closes this section with a repeat of his
admonition for his readers to stand firm in the gos-
pel message and in the Holy Spirit just as they had

been doing in the past. From

conversion until the present the
4Holy Spirit had taught them ev-
4 erything they needed to under-
stand about their salvation and
relationship with God through
Christ. Thus he admonishes
them to continue in Christ along
those very same lines.

What can we learn here?
First and foremost, authentic
Christian faith must be cen-
tered in a biblical Jesus. In a
theological stance that sees
Jesus as both fully divine and
fully human at the same time.
Anything less is not a Jesus who saves.

Also, we need the guidance of the Holy Spirit
desperately helping us understand the witness of
the apostles in the New Testament. Finally, we need
to identify and disassociate ourselves from every
preacher / teacher who presents a twisted view of
Jesus.
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Greek NT

2:18 TIlowdla, é€o-

x4t dpo  €otlv, Kal
Kobwg mMkovoote  OTL
OVTLYPLOTOG  €pYETOL,
Kol vOv  aviiypiotol
TOALOL YEYOVOGLY, OBEV
YIVOOKOUEV OTL £€0Y0TN
dpo €otiv. 2:19 €€ Nudv
£EfMBaY GAL ok foov
€€ NUAV" €1 Yap €€ NUAV
noav, Uepevikelcay O
v ued Muedv: GAN iva
davepmbdoLY 0Tl 0VK
€10V TMAVTeEC €€ MUAV.
220 kot VUEG yplouo
€xete amo 100 aylov
Kol oidote mavteg. 221
ovK E€ypoyo VUIv 0Tl
oVK oidote TNV AANOe-
v GAL 01l oldote Ov-
"tV kol 01l Tav Wwebdog
€K 1Thg caAnbelog ovk
€otv. 222 Tig €0ty 0
YevoTg €1 UN O GpvoL-
‘uevog 0tt ‘Incodg ovk
gotv 6 Xprotdg ovtdg
€0TLV 0 QvTiYpLeTOC, O
OPVOVUEVOG TOV TOTEPO,
KOl TOv VIdv. 2:23 maig
0 GPVOVUEVOG TOV VIOV
00O 1OV TaTEPQ EYEL, O
OLOAOY®V TOV VIOV KOl
OV motEpa €xel. 224
VUELG O MKOVGOTE O
OapyNG, €V VULV UEVETO.
€av €v VU1V peivn O an’
apyxNg mMxovoate, Kol
VUELG €V T® VI KOL €V
@ TaTpl HUEVELTE. 2°25
KOl aVTn €0Tv M €nay-
YEAMO NIV A0TOC EMNYYEL-
Aato Nuiv, ™y Lonv my
O1OVIOV.

2:26 Todta €ypoya
VULV TEPL TAOV TAOVAOVTOV
VUaG. 227 Kol VUELG TO
xpiopo O €ldpete ar’
0010, LEVEL €V VULV KOl

NASB

18 Children, it is
the last hour; and just
as you heard that anti-
christ is coming, even
now many antichrists
have appeared; from
this we know that it is
the last hour. 19 They
went out from us, but
they were not really of
us; for if they had been
of us, they would have
remained with us; but
they went out, so that
it would be shown that
they all are not of us.
20 But you have an
anointing from the Holy
One, and you all know.
21 | have not written
to you because you do
not know the truth, but
because you do know
it, and because no lie
is of the truth. 22 Who
is the liar but the one
who denies that Jesus
is the Christ? This is the
antichrist, the one who
denies the Father and
the Son. 23 Whoever
denies the Son does not
have the Father; the one
who confesses the Son
has the Father also. 24
As for you, let that abide
in you which you heard
from the beginning. If
what you heard from the
beginning abides in you,
you also will abide in the
Son and in the Father.
25 This is the promise
which He Himself made
to us: eternal life.

26 These things |
have written to you con-
cerning those who are
trying to deceive you. 27
As for you, the anointing
which you received from

NRSV

18 Children, it is the
last hour! As you have
heard that antichrist is
coming, SO now many
antichrists have come.
From this we know that
it is the last hour. 19
They went out from us,
but they did not belong
to us; for if they had be-
longed to us, they would
have remained with us.
But by going out they
made it plain that none
of them belongs to us.
20 But you have been
anointed by the Holy
One, and all of you have
knowledge. 21 | write to
you, not because you
do not know the truth,
but because you know
it, and you know that no
lie comes from the truth.
22 Who is the liar but
the one who denies that
Jesus is the Christ? This
is the antichrist, the one
who denies the Father
and the Son. 23 No one
who denies the Son has
the Father; everyone
who confesses the Son
has the Father also. 24
Let what you heard from
the beginning abide in
you. If what you heard
from the beginning
abides in you, then you
will abide in the Son and
in the Father. 25 And this
is what he has promised
us, eternal life.

26 | write these
things to you concern-
ing those who would
deceive you. 27 As for
you, the anointing that
you received from him
abides in you, and so
you do not need anyone

NLT

18 Dear children,
the last hour is here.
You have heard that
the Antichrist is com-
ing, and already many
such antichrists have
appeared. From this
we know that the end
of the world has come.
19 These people left our
churches because they
never really belonged
with us; otherwise they
would have stayed with
us. When they left us, it
proved that they do not
belong with us. 20 But
you are not like that, for
the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and all of you
know the truth. 21 So |
am writing to you not
because you don’t know
the truth but because
you know the difference
between truth and false-
hood. 22 And who is the
great liar? The one who
says that Jesus is not
the Christ. Such people
are antichrists, for they
have denied the Father
and the Son. 23 Any-
one who denies the Son
doesn’t have the Father
either. But anyone who
confesses the Son has
the Father also. 24 So
you must remain faithful
to what you have been
taught from the begin-
ning. If you do, you will
continue to live in fel-
lowship with the Son
and with the Father. 25
And in this fellowship
we enjoy the eternal life
he promised us.

26 | have written
these things to you be-
cause you need to be
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0V YpeloV EXETE VO, TIG
d1daoKn VUGS, GAL ®C TO
00100 Yplopna d18doKel
VUGG TEPL TAVIOV KOl
OANOEC €0TLV KOl OVK
€0ty Yyeddog, Kot KoOmg
€018a&ev VUOC, LEVETE €V
oVTR.

Him abides in you, and
you have no need for
anyone to teach you; but
as His anointing teaches
you about all things, and
is true and is not a lie,
and just as it has taught
you, you abide in Him.

to teach you. But as his
anointing teaches you
about all things, and is
true and is not a lie, and
just as it has taught you,
abide in him.

aware of those who want
to lead you astray. 27
But you have received
the Holy Spirit, and he
lives within you, so you
don’'t need anyone to
teach you what is true.
For the Spirit teaches
you all things, and what
he teaches is true — it is
not a lie. So continue in
what he has taught you,
and continue to live in
Christ.
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10

11

12

13

14

Motdia,
€oyxdtn Opo €otiv,
Kol

Greek NT Diagram

KoBnOg MKoVoOTE

OT1 avTiyplotog €pyetor,

Kol vOv

AVTLiYPLOGTOL TOAAOL YEYOVOGLV,

€€ Mudv
eENABav
OAN
oK Noav
€€ Nuov-
Yop )
el €€ Nudv mMmoav,
ULEUEVNKE LCOV OV
ued = Muav -
OAA
(€ENABav)
ivo Gpovepwddo Lv

Kol
vueig ypiono €yxete
Ao

Kol

013aTe mWAVTEG.

ovk €ypayo VU1V
OT1 ovK oidat
OAN
(€ypayo vuiv)
O0T1 oidate avTNV
Kol
6Tl ndv yeddog €

Tig €otiv O yevotTng

00ev yivooKouev

6Tl €oydtn Opo €0TLV.

OT1 OVK €101V TAVTEG

€€ Nuav.

TOoU Gyilov

€ TNV oAnderav

K Thg aAnbetiog ovk €oTiv.

€1 UN O APVOVLUEVOG

00UTOg €06TLV O AvTiyp
O OpVOVUEVOG TOV To

ndg O APVOVUEVOS TOV

O OpoAOY®V TOV V1OV

3

10T0¢g,
TEPO KOl TOV VL1OV.

V1OV

0t1 ‘'Incodg ovk €otiv O XploTog:

oVdE TOV TOTEPO €XETN,

Kal TOV TatTePa €YEL.
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15 2:24

16

17

19

20

21

vueig O Mkovoate am ~ APYNS,

€v VU1V UEVETO.

€av €v vuiv peivn

Kol

o am’

apyNg mMxkovooTte,

€v T® LVI® Kol €v T® ToTpl

VUeig. . .ueveite.

Kol
oVTNn €oTlv M €noyyeAio

nv avtog €nnyyeiloato Nuiv,

v Conv Ttnv

Todto €ypaya VUiV

alOviov.

nepl TOV TAOVOVTOV VUGG .

Kol
TO xpiloua...Uuevetr €v VUiv

VUeig. . .0 €AdPete am’

Kol

oV ypelav €yete
ivo Tig 81ddokn vUag,
QAN

0VTOVG ,

g TO avTOD Ypiocua S184cKel VUGG TEPL TAVIOV

Kol
oAMOEc €otlv
Kot
ovK £€oTlv Yebdog,
Kol
kabwg £81da&ev Vudg,
UEVETE €v 00T .
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Semantic Diagram
Mo1dio (v.18)

1-———————- 1 Pres --- Ind 3 S @pa
A-—| Kol
| 2————————- 2 Perf Act Ind 3 S avtiyptiototl
| ——— (v.19)
I--| a--—-—--- 3 2 Aor Act Ind 3 P (avTOl)
| | 1--| QAN
| | b-———-- 4 Imperf Act Ind 3 P (ovtOol)
(ERESSY Yap
| | a------ 5 Perf Act Ind 3 P (avTOl)
| 2——| OAA
| b--—-——- 6 (2 Ror Act Ind 3 P avtOol)
| Kol (v. 20)
| i———g Pres Act Ind 2 P vueig
| a—-—| Kol
| | ii=F 8 Perf Act Ind 2 P (Vueig)
| T ——— (v.21)
| | | i---9 1 Aor Act Ind 1 S (&yo)
| | b-—| OAN’
| | ii--10 (1 Aor Act Ind 1 S é€yon)
| A——| ——— (v.22)
o fige— — Pres P *md 3 S Tig
|- anl - B
| | | | ii--12 Pres -—— Ind 3 S o0vVTOg
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2——| OAA’
b------ 21 Pres Act Imp+ 2 P (Vpeig)

Summary of Rhetorical Structure

The internal structure of the ideas inside verses 18-27 divide out into three basic groupings, although
they could possibly be grouped into two subdivisions. The Johannine running style of thought expression
makes analysis more difficult. Detecting clearly defined progression of thought is the more challenging
aspect.

The first division (vv. 18-19; #s 1-6) focus on the antichrists whom the writers contends have already
distanced themselves from the apostolic communities of faith. Thus they reflect false profession of faith
and their true colors have surfaced with their departure.
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The second division (vv. 20-25; #s 7-17) focus on the readers with the contention that their divine
annointing (xpiocua) has provided them the correct understanding of the Gospel and thus eliminates any
need of further instruction by these antichrists. This unit subdivides into two smaller unites: vv. 20-21 (#s.
7-10) and vv. 22-25 (#s 11-17) with statement 17 standing as the climatic declaration. In the first subunit
the writer contents they have all they need from the gift of the Holy Spirit in conversion, the ypicua. In
the second subunit, those denying Jesus stand as the antichrist and possess no salvation. This in spite
of their claim to be Christian teachers. The writer admonishes his readers to continue in the truth of the
gospel which they had heard preached from conversion. He then concludes with the divine promise of
eternal life that is found in the apostolic gospel message.

The third divsion (vv. 26-27; #s 19-20) alludes to these antichrists as deceivers who have sought
to lead the believers astray. The writer focuses on the complete adequacy of the divine annointing, the
ypioua, as their source of understanding the true gospel message. They have been steadfast in this mes-
sage, and the writer encourages them to continue in it firmly, just as they have already been taught by
authentic Christian leaders.
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