Sunday School Lesson

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
by Lorin L. Cranford ==

Allrights reserved ©

A copy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at http://cranfordville.com under Bible Studies in the Bible
Study Aids section. A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them
on and bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the
internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material.

Quick Links to the Study

|. Context Il. Message
a. Historical a Love’s importance, vv. 1-3
b. Literary b. Love’s posture vv. 4-7

c.Love’s endurance, vv. 8-13

This third study on spiritual gifts brings us to the heart of Paul’s understanding in 1 Corinthians 12-14,
that of the significance of love as the foundation of religious devotion and service. No matter the giftedness
of the individual, without love the use of those gifts turns into worthless service before God. In a day of high
tensions inside church life and among Christians, this message of Paul needs to be heard again. The
Corinthians were experiencing much of what typifies modern Christianity with pride, lack of positive, healthy
relationships, completely false beliefs, immoral behavior, exclusive attitudes even toward fellow believers
etc. The gap between “then” and “now” situationally is very small indeed! No wonder that chapter thirteen
is perhaps the most quoted part of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. Yet, it is at the same time one of the most
misunderstood and misused texts of this letter, largely by being lifted out of its context.

L Context
The background materials from the previous lesson on 12:27-31 will be summarized here, since the
two texts share virtually the same background. For greater details, the reader is referred to that study.

a Historical
External History. As was discussed in the loose sight of the original historical setting that pro-
study on 12:27-31, the circumstances that produced  duced Paul’s thoughts. That setting has to shape
this letter to the Corinthians came from two sepa- and control how his words are understood.
rate sources: the members of the household of Internal History. From inside 13:1-13, one can-
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not infer many details about the pres-
ence or absence of love among the

Corinthians at the time of the writing
of this letter. The reason for this is the
language that Paul uses in these

verses. Not once does Paul as sec- |§
ond person “you” reference. Instead, g
the entire passage is couched in “I,”
“we,” and “it” frames of reference. Thus the language
is that of basic principles, not the language of his-
torical description.

The very historical oriented discussions in chap-
ters twelve and fourteen have tucked between them
this lofty poetic colloquy of praise to love. Thus, Paul
seeks to inspire more than to inform in this center-
piece of his treatment on spiritual gifts, especially
that of tongues. Only from the introductory statement
in 12:31b which links chapter thirteen back to chap-
ter twelve can one infer the insight, from the divi-
siveness described there, that love was evidently
missing in the congregation at Corinth. Additionally,
the discussion in chapter fourteen begins with an
admonition to “passionately pursue love” (didxete
mv aydmnv). Thus our assumptions about the de-
tails of the situation at Corinth regarding love must
be cautious and tentative. We can only infer from
the contextual setting (chaps 12-14) some general-
ized perspectives about the historical situation at

Corinth in this matter of love. How
much they understood what love
should mean, we cannot say. How
much they applied love in their living,
we can only infer generally from the
| context rather than the text itself.

Yet, we can assert confidently that
¥ the apostle’s emphasis upon the cen-
trality of love grew out of and was shaped by the
misuse of spiritual gifts at Corinth. And more par-
ticularly, the abuse of glossolalia. Paul saw Chris-
tian love as the main corrective to this problem at
Corinth. It wasn’t his solution for the many other prob-
lems at Corinth. The discussion about love in this
chapter wasn’t -- and shouldn’t be -- understood as
a timeless sonnet on the grand theme of love.
Augustine’s treatment of this some centuries after-
ward in such a manner, that attempted to make love
the central point of Christian faith, distorted Paul se-
verely. Neither can a vibrant, spiritually healthy Chris-
tianity be built today with just this one emphasis upon
love. Yet, we find efforts to do just this in our world.
And we also find weak, impotent forms of Christian-
ity in dying churches wondering why fewer and fewer
people are interested in their message.

If the situation at Corinth teaches us anything, it

reminds us that love is a part of a solution to prob-
lems, but never the exclusive solution.

b. Literary

Genre. Even from the limitations of a trans-
lation of the Greek text, one can readily observe that
the grammar of Paul is noticeably difference in 13:1-
13 from the material on either side in chapter twelve
or chapter fourteen. The sentences are shorter, and
are made up mostly of independent clauses. In the
vast majority of the Pauline corpus of writing, Paul’s
mind never functions this simply. A comparison of
the Block Diagram of chapter thirteen to other Pauline
texts dramatically illustrates in visual manner this
reality.

What is taking place then? Although different
readings of Paul at this point have been given, my
hunch is that the apostle adopted this very eloquent
style, not because he was attempting to sing poetic
truth, but because he knew that you can’t really teach
love. You have to inspire people to love. Already in
the letter (2:1-5) he had distanced himself vigorously
from the empty, eloquent rhetoric of the itinerant
Sophist philosophers who traveled the country side
seeking to make money from succoring people into
paying to listen to their “secrets for successful liv-
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ing” lectures. His eloquence in chapter thirteen is
not a denial of his early statement of how simply he
preached to gospel to the Corinthians. Rather, it is
eloquence with substance seeking to motivate read-
ers to become loving Christians. At Corinth, it was
to adopt the priority of love as a solution to the divi-
siveness over spiritual gifts.

This type of written expression in the ancient
world was labeled an encomium, as J. Paul Sampley
(New Interpreter’s Bible, iPreach) explains:

By the first century, an encomium was a well-estab-

lished rhetorical device for praising an individual or a

virtue. Typically, encomia praise in two ways: by refer-

ence to actions as a clue to character (ethos) and by
comparison and contrast with other virtues or other

praiseworthy persons. Usually, encomia open with a

prologue and close with an appeal for emulation. Paul’s

panegyric on love meets all these criteria.
Paul thus praised the value of love with these beau-
tiful words, hoping that the Corinthians would take
them to heart. If they adopted love as a posture for
Christian relationships, then the problems with spiri-
tual gifts would find resolution in a healthy manner.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sophist

One interesting side
note. In following the usual
pattern of preparing these
Bible studies, | did the typi-
cal internet search for
graphic art pictures that
could relate to themes, in-
dividuals etc. in the scrip-
ture passage. Quite a
large number of paintings
down through the centu-
ries have been created re-
lated to the theme of love/charity in 1 Corinthians
13. Intrying to capture in visual art what Paul stresses
about love, most all the artists for the past ten or
more centuries have focused on one symbol -- that
of a mother with exposed breasts nursing a small
baby. Usually three children are in the scene repre-
senting faith, hope, and love. The child nursing at its
mother’s breast is love, and is usually the youngest
of the three children. Occasionally more children are
present. In this case, then love is the mother and the
children are Christians who find nourishment from
love. This symbol of love communicates a powerful
image of the apostle’s discussion in chapter thirteen.

Literary setting. The context of chapter thirteen
is very clear. The new topic indicator in 12:1, Ilept
3¢ t®v nvevuoatik®v (and now concerning spiritual
things [gifts]), introduces the issue of spiritual gifts.
This discussion will continue until 15:1 where Paul
uses another of his signals of a new topic, T'vopilw
d¢ vuiv, aderoot,... (And | want you, brothers, to
know...). As the previous study in 12:27-31, empha-
sized, chapters 12, 13, 14 form a chiasm with an

aBa’ sequence. This places chapter 13 in the center
spotlight. The discussion of spiritual gifts in chapter
twelve leads up to chapter thirteen; chapter thirteen
then lays the foundation for the discussion in chap-
ter fourteen on spiritual gifts. Paul’s thought pattern
stresses that genuine Christian love stands as the
solution to the problems the Corinthians were expe-
riencing with spiritual gifts.

In part this grows out of what Paul had already
said as axiomatic principle in 8:1 regarding eating
food offered to idols: “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds
up” (n yv@oig dvotol, N 8¢ dydmn oikodouel). This is
also related to one of his final admonitions in 16:14:
“Let all that you do be done in love.” (ndvto VUGV £v
Oyomn YWECH®).

A tendency in modern commentaries is to stretch
the literary structure so that the next larger unit of
material is 11:2-12:40. Usually this is placed under a
label indicating matters of worship. Then chaps 12-
14 becomes the third item of this discussion. Note
Sampley’s treatment as cone example (NIB, iP-
reach):

Text on Paul’'s agenda in this letter are three items,

each of which, taking its cue from 10:14-22, involves

the worship practices of the community (women’s head
covering, 11:2-16; the Lord’s supper, 11:17-34; and the

use of spiritual gifts, chaps. 12—14).

Although this is possible logically in modern patterns
of reasoning, the Greek text of 1 Corinthians pro-
vides no signals that such reasoning is present in
the scripture text itself. Paul, instead, is merely re-
sponding to issues raised by the list of questions
from the delegation at Corinth who visited him in
Ephesus.

Il. Message

Literary structure. Several approaches to the internal organization of thought structure are possible.
The introductory statement in 12:31b sets up the discussion, with the discussion following in 13:1-13.
Then the admonition to love in 14:1 applies the discussion. The formal encomium perspective tends to see
13:1-3 as the introduction of words of praise; 13:4-13, the heart of praise; 14:1 the conclusion of praise.
Clearly, as the block diagram, the semantic diagram, and the exegetical outline in the larger internet ver-

sion of the study assert, the thought flow inside chapter thirteen moves in three blocks: vv. 1-3; vv. vv. 4-7;
vv. 8-13. We will organize our study around these three blocks.

a Love’s importance, vv. 1-3

Greek NT
Kol €t «xa®’
VEPPOANV 080V VUIV
detxvout. 13:1 "Eav toic
YA®GGOLC TV OVOp BTV
AOAD KOl TOV OYYEAOV,

NASB
1 If | speak with the
tongues of men and of
angels, but do not have
love, | have become a
noisy gong or a clanging

NRSV
1 If | speak in the
tongues of mortals and
of angels, but do not
have love, | am a noisy
gong or a clanging cym-

NLT
1 If | could speak in
any language in heaven
oron earth F63 but didn't
love others, | would only
be making meaningless

Page 3 of 1 Cor. 13 Bible Study



ayommy o€ un €xm, yEyovo,
KOAKOC NY®V T KOUPBaAOV
oirardlov. 13:2 kol €av
£€xm TPoONTELOY KOl ELOD
TO LVOTNHPLO TAVTO KOl
OGOV TNV YVACLY KOl EQV
€xm macav TNV TLGTLY
wote 6pn pebiotdvor,
Oydnny 6€ un €xm, 0VOEY
g, 13:3 k6v youtow
TOVTO TO VTOPYOVTE L0V
KOl €0V TOPOOD TO COUG,
Lov 1va Kavynoouort,

cymbal. 2 If | have the gift
of prophecy, and know all
mysteries and all knowl-
edge; and if | have all

faith, so as to remove

mountains, but do not

have love, | am nothing.
3 And if | give all my pos-
sessions to feed the

poor, and if | surrender
my body to be burned,

but do not have love, it
profits me nothing.

bal. 2 And if | have pro-
phetic powers, and un-
derstand all mysteries

and all knowledge, and if
I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but

do not have love, | am

nothing. 3 If | give away
all my possessions, and
if | hand over my body so
that | may boast, but do
not have love, | gain noth-

ing.

noise like a loud gong or
a clanging cymbal. 2 If |
had the gift of prophecy,
and if | knew all the mys-
teries of the future and
knew everything about
everything, but didn't love
others, what good would
| be? And if | had the gift
of faith so that | could
speak to a mountain and
make it move, without
love | would be no good

Oyanny 0€ un €xm, 0VOEV
WOELODULOL.

Notes:

The introductory statement setting up this dis-
cussion in 12:31b is important background: “And |
will show you a still far better path” (Kal €11 k06’
vmepPorny 080v vuiv deikvout). This defines the
contextual setting for chapter thirteen. Love is seen
as a much superior way to how the Corinthians were
handling spiritual gifts. Their use of gifts, especially
the speaking in tongues, had encouraged elitism and
arrogance. Along with this had come divisiveness
and tensions. Paul knew that correct understanding
of both spiritual gifts and how they were to be used
would not be sufficient to solve the problems at
Corinth. The informational aspect is, to be sure, set
forth here: Christian love is the only workable solu-
tion. But knowing it and applying it are two different
things.

Thus he chose to adopt a commonly used strat-
egy of Greek and Roman rhetoric in that era: the
encomium (éykoutov). The shape of such was
rather fluid but typically focused on praising a per-
son or some positive trait in a person’s life. The indi-
vidual speaker/writer’s own creativity and the spe-
cific circumstance determined the precise form used.
The intent was to not just inform, but, more impor-
tantly, to inspire commitment either to the example
of the virtuous person or to the virtue being praised.
The words of praise needed to inform as the basis
of inspiration, but eloquence of presentation of
thought played a very significant role in creating the
desired inspiration.

His beginning strategy is to focus attention on
himself as the negative example. He earlier encour-
aged the Corinthians (11:1), “Be imitators of me, as
I am of Christ” (uiuntail pov yiveobe, kobwg Kaym
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to anybody. 3 If | gave
everything | have to the
poor and even sacrificed
my body, | could boast
about it; but if | didn't love
others, | would be of no
value whatsoever.

Xpiotov). See 4:16 for a similar admonition
(mapoakod®d oV VudG, Luntai wov yivesBe). As an
unusually gifted Christian Paul sets himself up as a
role model. In chapter 13, all this talent would have
no value without love.

Thus the beginning words of the encomium in
vv. 1-13 raise three “what if” situations that would be
viewed as reflecting wonderful levels of virture and
religious achievement. The first two especially re-
late to the Corinthians’ situation on spiritual gifts: 1)
tongues; 2) preaching and faith; 3) sacrificial self-
giving to the point of martyrdom.

One note of importance. Most English transla-
tions rendered the Greek conjunction introducing
each clause €av as “if.” There existed different kinds
of “ifs” in ancient Greek. This particular pattern (called
third class conditional protasis) doesn’t assume that
Paul is going to do this, or that the “what ifs” are
going to happen in his regard. Instead, he sets up
hypothetical possibilities, primarily for illustrative pur-
poses.

1) “If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels,
...” In this context, Paul begins with the spiritual gift
that the Corinthians had elevated to the top of the list
in importance: glossolalia. That Paul means
“tongues” rather than intelligible language is con-
firmed by the similar expression in 14:18-19, “18 |
thank God that | speak in tongues more than all of you; 19
nevertheless, in church | would rather speak five words
with my mind, in order to instruct others also, than ten
thousand words in a tongue.” The combination “of mor-


http://rhetoric.byu.edu/figures/E/encomium.htm
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1+cor+11&section=9&version=nrs&new=1&oq=love
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=1co+4&version=nrs&showtools=0

tals and of angels” is best understood as a twofold
description of one activity: angels speaking through
human voices.

2) “And if | have prophetic powers, and un-
derstand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if |
have all faith, so as to remove mountains,...” The
second “what if’ situation goes back to
preaching and prophecy, which Paul in chap- *
ter fourteen will rate as the number one spiri- ;
tual gift in his list. The ability to speak God’s ™
words through a human voice to others in '
order to inform them about God’s will and in-
tention is npoonteia (prophecy). It relates to
deep understanding of things not understood
by average people (1o pvompilo mavro Kot
naoav v yvdoiv). This then is closely connected to
unreserved commitment to Christ (tGcov v nictiy
wote 6pn puebiotdvar). This depiction is of an indi-
vidual extraordinarily gifted for ministry to others in
preaching the Gospel.

3) “If | give away all my possessions, and if | hand
over my body so that | may boast, ...” The third depic-
tion is of way above average commitment to Christ
and ministry at two levels: a) youicon ndvto to
vrapyovtd pwov (I give away all my possessions) and b)
Topad®d 10 cOUG Lo Tvo, kavynoouat (I hand over my
body so that | may boast).

This last phrase is uncertain in the Greek. An
alternative reading, with some variations, is iva
koOnoopot / kobnoopor (“so that | might / will be
burned”). Just two letters make the difference in the
spelling of the verb: -vy- or -16-. So it's not hard to
see why the variations surfaced in the process of
copying the biblical text. The surface level meaning
shifts from “bragging” to “martyrdom.” In the patris-
tic era of copying (first 8 centuries) the tendency was
to favor the latter reading because of severe perse-
cution of Christians. But both the external and inter-
nal evidence slightly favors the first reading: “so that
I might brag (about my superior gifts).” This certainly
fits the context of the arrogance of the Corinthians
about their gifts.

The picture painted here is of unselfish gener-
osity and self-sacrifice in ministry to others. Paul’s
life certainly did exemplify such a model. Eventually,
even the martyrdom reading would prove accurate
when about a decade after writing this the apostle
would be executed by the Roman government be-
cause of his Christian commitment.

In each of these three scenarios Paul paints a
“what if” picture of extraordinary Christian commit-
ment and ministry.

The one exactly repeated phrase in all three sce-
narios is aydmnv 8¢ un €y, (“out | do not have love”).

Thus Paul dramatically sets up the negative zinger

m' in these “what if” situa-
3 = | tions. Extraordinary gifted-
ness for ministry without
Christian love means the
giftedness is worthless
and useless. The dydnn
kind of love Paul stresses
! here denotes self-sacrifi-
cial commitment both to
A | Jesus andto others. Its ul-
‘.| timate example for Paul is
“ddw= 7 Christ's giving of himself to
the church (Eph. 4:25-27):
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, 26 in order to make
her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by
the word, 27 so as to present the church to himselfin
splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the
kind? yes, so that she may be holy and without blem-
ish.
Not only husbands, but all believers find proper defi-
nition of love in the example set by Christ in his death
on the cross.

What happens when love is missing? The main
clauses, drawing a conclusion from each of these
three “what if” sentences spell it out clearly:

1) yé€yova yoAkog nydv 1 kOuparov aiaralov (I
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal). The heavenly
speech focus in the first situation has biting tones.
To speak the language of angels without love is to
reduce Christian worship to the noisy, empty wor-
ship of the pagan cults that functioned in and around
Corinth. The loud, emotionally charged style of wor-
ship typified most of the mystery religions, and often
the more traditional religions of both the Greeks and
Romans. With their strong emphasis upon glosso-
lalia as well, their worship became a combination of
using loud noise making musical instruments to whip
everyone into a frenzied state so that they could speak
the language of the gods. Paul declares that tongues
speaking without love turns Christian worship into
paganism. This had sharp tones of condemnation
of the practices in the Christian communities at
Corinth.

2) ovbév gl (I am nothing). To possess such
extraordinary spiritual insight would and could lead
to the conclusion that this person is unusually spe-
cial and distinct from everyone else in the spiritual
community. But Paul’'s conclusion is the opposite.
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Without love all this spiritual giftedness for preach-
ing God’s word reduces the individual down to a po-
sition “lower than a snake’s belly.”

3) ovdev mosloduor (I gain nothing). Despite un-
believable generousity and self-sacrifice, without love
the individual has achieved absolutely nothing spiri-
tually. He may have his name on university build-
ings, placards on stained glass windows at church,
and be known for his self-giving. But without Chris-
tian love, such a person has achieved absolutely

Paul paints a dramatic picture here, using himself
as the negative example. All three “what ifs” could
have been accurately applied to the life and ministry
of the apostle. So Paul wasn’t talking in terms that
would have seemed unconnected to reality for the
first readers of this text. But in using himself and
injecting in the possibility of love not being the guid-
ing point of this giftedness, he drew shocking con-
clusions. This forced the Corinthians to wrestle with
just how much love guided their less gifted actions

nothing before God.

What a way to introduce the importance of love!

and ministries.

And it should have the same impact upon us as
twenty-first century readers!

Greek NT

13:4 'H aydnn
poxpoOuuet,
XPNOTEVETOL ) GYATT, OV
{nrol, [ aydzrn] ov
TEPTEPEVETAL, OV
ovolovtal, 13:5 ovk
aoyxnuovel, ov {ntel 1o
€070, 0V Topo&uveTaL,
0oV Aoyiletor 10 KOKOV,
13:6 00U yaipel €mt T
0dLKLQ, CUYXOLPEL O TN
aAnbetlq: 13:7 mdvta
OTEYEL, TOVTO, TLOTEVEL,
navto eAnilel, mdvTa
VTOUEVEL.

NASB

4 Love is patient, love
is kind and is not jealous;
love does not brag and is
not arrogant, 5 does not
act unbecomingly; it
does not seek its own, is
not provoked, does not
take into account a
wrong suffered, 6 does
not rejoice in
unrighteousness, but re-
joices with the truth; 7
bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all
things, endures all

NRSV

4 Love is patient; love
is kind; love is not envi-
ous or boastful or arro-
gant5 or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it
is not irritable or resent-
ful; 6 it does not rejoice
in wrongdoing, but re-
joices in the truth. 7 It
bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all
things, endures all
things.

NLT

4 Love is patient and
kind. Love is not jealous
or boastful or proud 5 or
rude. Love does not de-
mand its own way. Love
is not irritable, and it
keeps no record of when
it has been wronged. 6 It
is never glad about injus-
tice but rejoices when-
ever the truth wins out. 7
Love never gives up,
never loses faith, is al-
ways hopeful, and en-
dures through every cir-

things.
b. Love’s stance, vv. 4-7

Notes:

This second block of material has three subsec-
tions: 1) positive traits (v.4a); 2) absence of negative
traits (vv. 4b-6); 3) positive traits (v. 7). Tucked be-
tween 2) and 3) is an antithetical parallelism, using
joy as the common link: “not joy in this but joy in
that.” This sets up the transition from the negative
list 2 to the positive list 3. The first two traits in v. 4a
are attitudes or stances with implied action. These
are followed by two lists that have strong action ori-
entation (vv. 4b-6 and v. 7). In so structuring these
traits Paul goes from positive to negative and back
to positive. Also, he stresses love as both posture
and actions. In all of them, relationship with others is
foundational. Grasping this is important to under-
standing what Paul means by love.

The Tyndale Concise Bible Commentary also
Page 6 of 1 Cor. 13 Bible Study

cumstance.

calls attention to how these traits relate to stated
problems in the church that surface in this letter:

Note how these descriptions relate to the Corinthians’

problems: jealousy (3:3); bragging (4:7); arrogance

(4:6); seeking their own (10:24); taking wrong into

account (6:7); rejoicing in unrighteousness (5:2).
Thus the apostle doesn’t just pick traits out of thin
air to catalogue here. There is intentional application
to the situation of his initial readers.

1) Paul begins with the two positive traits: ‘H
Oyomn pLokpoBuuel, ypnotevetal 1 aydnn. Two word
groups in ancient Greek are usually associated with
the English idea of patience: a) poxpobuuia
(Loxpobvu ®, pakpoBVHumc) and b) vropovn
(vmopévm).Other Greek expressions relate but these
are the two primary ones. The poxpo6vu- word group
connotes patience with the sense of long-suffering
or willingness to put up with a lot of stuff before tak-



ing action. The second word group Urmopov- high-
lights patience in the sense of holding up under the
burden of stuff being dumped on you. Paul here
uses the verb from the first word group poxpobuuia
giving love the character of being willing to put up
with a lot of stuff.
James 5:7-8 helps define and illustrate this con-
cept through the use of the same word group:
7 Be patient [noxpoBuuncare], therefore, beloved, un-
til the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the
precious crop from the earth, being patient [uaxpoBuudv
with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8
You also must be patient [uoxpoBuuncate]. Strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Paul makes love a “person” in his treatment: “love is

of how it reacts positively to negative things thrown
againstit.

2) The next list (vv. 4b-5) of seven traits defines
reactions that love will avoid making against nega-
tive things thrown against it.

These are a) envy, b) boasting, ¢) arrogance, d)
rudeness, e) self-centeredness, f) irritability, g) re-
sentment. These traits are structured in verb action
moving the ideas from attitudes to concrete actions.
Both the NRSV and the NLT mistakenly obscure this
with their translations. The NASB retains the Greek
text more accurately with “love does not brag and is not
arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek
its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a
wrong suffered,..” The second trait is more action ori-

patient,” making it a model

ented than even the NASB

to be followed. Love is like

and ov

this; so if we possess love,
we will strive to be this
way.

Love is not an introvert that is incapable of deci-
sive action in reaching out to others. For Paul,
love is an extravert, always taking the initiative
in building healthy relationships with others.

implies,
neprepeveTol could be

better translated as “Love
doesn't strut,” as the Mes-

Paul will link the idea of

sage renders it. In survey-

patience to both words with the verbs from each
word group in this section (uoxpoBuuet in v. 4, and
vrmouévetin v. 7), and they are the only uses of either
word group in the entire letter. The use of these two
verbs serve literarily as boundary markers, being the
first and last assertions of the section.

The second positive trait is ypnotevetar. This
Greek verb ascribes to love the quality of gentleness
and kindness. This is the only use of this verb in the
entire NT, although the adjective and noun forms are
relatively common (some 17 times) in the NT, as A.
C. Thiselton (New International Greek Testament
Commentary) explains:

The cognate noun ypnotdétng, kindness, generosity,

uprightness, however, occurs regularly along with the
adjective in Hellenistic literature. Hence (a) there is
no doubt about the meaning of the verb; and (b) the
choice of the dynamic verbal form is deliberate, even
if only to play its part in a chain of active temporal
processes. Spicq observes that the word “suggests
the warm, generous welcome the Christian always
gives his brothers ... does his utmost to be thoughtful,
helpful and kind, always in a pleasant way ... , and
confirms the element of magnanimity in agape.”'°? In
his commentary on this verse Origen expounds the
verb as showing “sweetness to all persons” (yAvxtog
pO¢ mavtag ToVg AvOpdroovg).'® Chrysostom
perceives love here as that which breaks the spiral
of passion, anger, and resentment by showing
kindness: “not only by enduring nobly, but also by
soothing and comforting do they cure the sore and
heal the wound of passion.”%4

This combination of qualities defines love in terms

ing a dozen or so English translations, most do a
very poor job in preserving the action orientation of
these seven negative qualities. By shifting these
Greek expressions into passive traits (“X does not...”
to “X is not...”) much of the forcefulness of Paul’s
words is lost.

Also implied in Paul’s expression is that the posi-
tive side of these verbs does characterize love as
an active action oriented quality. For example, love
doesn’t brag about itself; rather, it heaps praise on
others. It doesn’t swell up its head about itself; in-
stead, it builds up others with a sense of their ac-
complishment et al.

As if to reinforce this picture, Paul sets up a sum-
marizing parallel at the end, which transitions from
this list to the next one around the idea of rejoicing:
0V yoipel €ML M GOKLQ, GUYYIipeL € T GANOELQ.
Opposites are set up: not this but that. The com-
mon action is to rejoice, to express joy and excite-
ment. And this not in a momentary expression, but
as an ongoing action (present tense in the Greek).
The two opposite situations that occasion avoidance
and expression of joy are mt tij adikio and th GAnbei
Here is where the thoughts become more complex.
Although adiwxia can mean injustice or
unrighteousness in a broad definition, the contex-
tual limitations here strongly suggest that Paul pri-
marily has in mind the wrongful actions already listed
in the church at Corinth, the most grievous being
the immoral actions of the man living in sexual rela-
tions with his birth mother (1 Cor. 5:1-13). The Greek
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noun usually implies hurtful or destructive impact of
an action, and it sometimes translated an “injury.”
Putting all this together, it seems that Paul declares
that love doesn’t gloat over other people’s wrong,
hurtful actions.

The opposite side of this contrast is cuyyaipet
3¢ 17 aAndeiq. Neither the NASB (“rejoices with the
truth”) nor the NRSV (“rejoices in the truth”) fully cap-
ture the sense of this expression. Instead, the NLT
comes closer with its “rejoices whenever the truth wins
out.” How does truth “win out” in the contextual set-
ting here? Quite clearly, the base line reference would
be if the Corinthians took to heart the correctness of
Paul’'s admonitions and put them into practice. Their
problems would find resolution and spiritual health
would return to the communities of faith in Corinth.
To take 1 aAn0er0 as some grand abstract concept
is not what Paul intended. Rather, he has in mind
the Gospel, at its implication for moral behavior, as
the essence of that which is consistent with God’s
character. Love will always celebrate when people’s
lives start lining up with God’s character.

3) The third list (v. 7) returns to the positive em-
phasis, but retains the action orientation of verb ex-
pression: mdvia 6TEYEL, TAVTIO TLIGTEVEL, TAVTO,
éanilel, mavto vrouévet. Love does four things, as
lined out here. a) It bears all things (tévto otéyet). b)
It believes all things (tdvta miotever). €) It hopes all
things (ravto éAniler). d) It endures all things (rdvro
vropéver). The “all things” (tavta) is set at the front
of each statement for emphasis.

J. Paul Sampley (NIB, iPreach) effectively sum-
marizes:

Then with considerable rhetorical flourish Paul con-
cludes the characterization of love by a string of most
sweeping claims about love, each beginning with the
direct object (ravta panta, “all things”), thereby em-
phasizing love’s all-encompassing scope. The “all
things” list opens and closes with very nearly the same
point about how love functions in the present, thus
highlighting these two claims: “Love passes over all
things in silence” (v. 7a) and “Love bears [or endures]
all things” (v. 7d). On one level these assertions are
positive counterparts to the disclaimer that love does
not keep track of wrongs; they represent the neces-
sary kind of “running forgiveness” that is ingredient to
any sustained relationship. On another level they es-

tablish love as the context in which the difficulties and
trials of life are met. How do they do so? Because love
is never held alone in one’s self; love always involves
another; love always links one’s self to another. This
reciprocal character of love has already been acknowl-
edged by Paul in 8:3: “If someone loves God, that per-
son is known by God.” Love is a two-way street that
provides a context of mutuality, understanding, and
relatedness between each person and others, between
God and believers, and between believers and believ-
ers. And that is the context in which love enables us,
with the support of the others who are linked in love, to
bear, to endure whatever comes along. This is the same
point he already made in 10:13, but this time expressed
in terms of love.

The other two claims of v. 7—love believes all things;
hopes all things”tie faith and hope to love in anticipa-
tion of v. 13. It is not surprising that faith (the same
Greek term for the verb “believe”) and hope should ap-
pear here together; they are inextricably tied in Paul’s
thought (cf. Gal 5:5-6; 1 Thess 1:3; 5:8). Faith, right
relationship with God, is the basis on which one has
hope regarding the future, because, through faith, one
knows God’s redemption in the present, one can hope—
that is, one can confidently look to the future in antici-
pation of God’s completing the work that God has al-
ready begun in the present (cf. Phil 2:12b-13).
Although Paul was addressing a particular situ-

ation at Corinth in the mid-first century, the connec-
tions of these words to us today is not complicated.

Love is powerful, not weak. Love is action, not pas-
sive. Love focuses on others, not itself. Love func-
tions in the context of a triad of commitment with

faith and hope. Together they bring God’s powerful

presence into the mixture invigo-
rating love’s potency for good

even in the midst of evil.

One of the most thought pro-
voking representations of faith,
hope and love, in the graphics
search for this lesson, is the one
on the right. These three qualities
are represented by three young
boys. Love is in the center feed-
ing a fourth child. The theme is
productivity with the harvest sym-
bol in the background. It captures
a major point of Paul’'s emphasis here.

c. Love’s endurance, vv. 8-13

Greek NT NASB
13:8 ‘H aydnn 8 Love never fails; but
ovdénote minter eite 8¢ if there are gifts of proph-
npoontelon, ecy, they will be done

Kotapyndnoovtol €ite if there are
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away;

NRSV NLT
8 Love never ends. But 8 Love will last forever,
as for prophecies, they  but prophecy and speak-

ing in unknown lan-
guages and special

will come to an end; as
for tongues, they will



YADOCGOL, TOVGOVTOL ELTE
YVAOLG, KOTOpyNONnoeTaL.
13:9 €x pu€povg yop
YIVOOKOUEV Kol €K

UEPOVG TPOONTEVOUEV"
13:10 Otav 6 €A0n 10
TEAELOV, TO €K UEPOLG
Kotopyndnoetor. 13:11
01€ NUNV VATTLOG, EAGAOLY
®¢ VATLOG, £OpOVOLYV MG
vATLog, €A0ylouny g
VimLog OTe YEYOvO OVNIp,
KOTNPYNKO T6 TV VNIiov.
13:12 BA€mouev yop GpTL
Sl €00TTPOV £V OAVIYULOTL,
T0TE 8€ TPOGWNOV TPOG
TPOGOTOV" APTL YLVOOK®
€K UEPOVG, TOTE OF

Enyvoooual Kobmg Kot
gneyvoodny. 13:13 vovi
d¢ uével miomig, €ATic,
ayann, 1o tpla todTa

ueilov 6€ tovTOV 1M

oyomn.

Notes:

tongues, they will cease;
if there is knowledge, it
will be done away. 9 For
we know in part and we
prophesy in part; 10 but
when the perfect comes,
the partial will be done
away. 11 When | was a
child, I used to speak like
a child, think like a child,
reason like a child; when
| became a man, | did
away with childish things.
12 For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then
face to face; now | know
in part, but then | will
know fully just as | also
have been fully known.
13 But now faith, hope,
love, abide these three;
but the greatest of these
is love.

This final section is focused on limitations -- in

cease; as for knowledge,
it will come to an end. 9
For we know only in part,
and we prophesy only in
part; 10 but when the

complete comes, the

partial will come to an

end. 11 When | was a

child, I spoke like a child,
I thought like a child, | rea-
soned like a child; when |
became an adult, | putan
end to childish ways. 12
For now we see in a mir-
ror, dimly, but then we will
see face to face. Now |

know only in part; then |

will know fully, even as |

have been fully known.

13 And now faith, hope,

and love abide, these

three; and the greatest of
theseis love.

knowledge will all disap-
pear. 9 Now we know
only a little, and even the
gift of prophecy reveals
little! 10 But when the
end comes, these spe-
cial gifts will all disappear.
11 It's like this: When |
was a child, | spoke and
thought and reasoned as
a child does. But when |
grew up, | put away child-
ish things. 12 Now we
see things imperfectly as
in a poor mirror, but then
we will see everything
with perfect clarity. All
that | know now is partial
and incomplete, but then
I will know everything
completely, just as God
knows me now. 13 There
are three things that will
endure —faith, hope, and
love —and the greatest of
these s love.

this life, over against eternity in Heaven with God.
Love is the only thing to transcend both these realms.
Faith and hope are limited to this life, but become
unneeded in the eternal order. Communicating di-
rectly with God in tongues and communicating the
truths of God to others have a role in this life, but
become unnecessary in the eternal order. Our com-
prehension of things in this life, both spiritually and
otherwise, is limited. But those limits are removed
in the eternal order. This life is like childhood while
the eternal order compares to adulthood. What we
grasp in this life is like looking into an ancient mirror
that reflects back a very low level image. In the eter-
nal order, those limits are gone.

Paul’s rhetorical structure changes in verses 8-
12. Two sections [1 & 2] with two subsections sur-
face. The subset [a & b] in each larger section is
causal. That is, each subset provides a basis for
preceding subset. This can be illustrated as:

1) First set of assertions (v. 8)

a) The basis for these (vv. 9-10)
2) Second set of assertions (v. 11)
b) The basis for these (v. 12)

Verse 13 is summary to the entire passage.

The second set (vv. 11-12) serves to reinforces

the first set through analogy, rather than introduce a
completely new idea about love. lts focus, instead,
is on the limitations part in the first set of assertions.
1) Paul begins with “Love never ends. But as for
prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.”
Thieselton (NIGTC) correctly calls attention to the
weakness of most English translations of the first
verb here, ntintet:
Since Paul has consciously used images and
metaphors of burning or boiling, inflating, bad manners,
having a sharp point stuck into one, and reckoning up
accounts, it seems a pity to reduce rintw, to fall down,
to fall to the ground, to collapse, to fall apart, of its
grounding in physical, pictorial imagery by the
abstract fails (NIV) or faileth (AV/KJV, RV) or even
comes to an end (REB, NJB) or ends (NRSV).
The powerful assertion is that love can weather ev-
ery storm and won’t collapse. The emphatic nega-
tive o0démote means “not ever at any moment in
time.” Love’s strength and stamina is unmatched.
This is placed in contrast to prophecies, tongues,
and knowledge. Both prophecies and knowledge will
become irrelevant or rendered useless
(katopyndncovtor [plural] / xotopyndnoetal [Singu-
lar]), while tongues will cease functioning

(raboovtor). The precise meaning of the latter is
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sometimes debated. Sometimes an anti-glossolalia
stance reads into this a view that tongues speaking
stopped with the end of the apostolic age. But the
Pauline context here is clear. The termination point
for all three is the transition from the earthly to the
heavenly, not some earthly point beforehand, as he
makes clear in the latter part of his rationale for these
assertions in v. 10 below.

a) The reason for the limitation of prophecies,
tongues, and knowledge is given in verses nine and
ten: “For [yap] we know only in part, and we prophesy
only in part, but when the complete comes, the partial will
come to an end.” Limitations are present on these gifts,
the limitations that come from inside this life and from
the fact that these gifts have value only in this life.
Interestingly, limitations in the causal statement are
not directly stated about tongues. That will come in
his discussion in chapter 14, and the limitations are
more severe than those on prophecies and knowl-
edge. The shift point is the transition from the earthly
to the heavenly in verse 10. The partial will be ren-
dered irrelevant, just like the prophecies and knowl-
edge above; note the very same verb
katopyndoetor. What is the meaning of this shift?
Itis a movement from 10 £x pépoug (the partial) to 1o
téAewov (the complete). The eschatological end of
human history at the return of Christ is Paul’s point.

Paul’s primary point is that no such limitations
are placed on love. It stands pat in that transition
shift while the other gifts don’t survive it.

2) The second set of assertions is in verse
eleven: “When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought
like a child, | reasoned like a child; when | became an
adult, | put an end to childish ways.” This set doesn’t
add new information to the stress on love’s perma-
nency. Instead, it reinforces one point of the first set
through an analogy: the experience of limitations in
childhood contrasted to the release from those limi-
tations in adulthood. Notice also, that Paul returns to
the first person “I” using himself as the example. This,
as he did at the outset in vv. 1-3.

The areas of childhood limitations are identified
as speaking (¢Adalovuv), thinking (€opdvouv), and rea-
soning (eloyilounv). Although three areas of limita-
tions are mentioned here, along with three areas of
limitation in the first set in verse eight (prophecies,
tongues, and knowledge), I'm not sure these two sets
of threes should be lined up in parallel to each other.
But the temptation to do so is certainly present.
Prophecies equals speaking; tongues equals think-
ing; and knowledge equals reasoning. The problem
with this lineup seems to be associating tongues
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with thinking. Tongues, as Paul views it, is taking

leave of rational thought processes. Some biblical

scholars want to reverse the sequence of the first

two so that tongues is linked to speaking, and think-
ing is linked to prophecies. But both tongues and

prophecies have more to do with speaking than with
reasoning. The second (thinking) and third (reason-
ing) limitations in the childhood set both have to do
with mental processes, and thus could more easily
with linked to knowledge in the first set.

All to say, that trying to link each set of three limi-
tations in a one-to-one connection just won’t work.
Thus, it's far better to see each set as self-contained.
The childhood limitations are those most natural to
childhood, not some kind of hidden symbol of the
spiritual gifts issue in the first set of limitations.

The shift point in this second set of limitations in
verse 11 is the move into adulthood. Here 1 10D
vnriov (the things of childhood) means xampynxo
(I put an end to) when yéyova avnp (I became an
adult). Several issues arise from English translation
patterns. The shift point translation of yéyovo dvnp
is not handled very well by any of the three transla-
tions: “when | became a man” (NASB); “when | be-
came an adult” (NRSV); “when | grew up” (NLT). The
use of the perfect tense in the Greek expression
conveys the idea of “when | settled into manhood.”
In the cultural context of Paul’s day, that had slightly
different meanings. In the Jewish culture, it meant
one’s 30th birthday and much celebration of arriving
into adulthood, which was a synonym for “marriage-
ability.” In the Greco-Roman culture, it meant the date
predetermined by daddy, usually sometime in the
late 20s. Similar celebrations and meanings were
attached here. Basically, entrance into adulthood
meant one was deemed to be ready for the respon-
sibilities of establishing his own family.

The idea that this shift into adulthood meant “put
away” can be misleading. This shift point kothpynka
is defined by the exact same verb used in the first
shift point (v. 10), xatapynbnoetot. The difference in
the spellings is the difference between perfect tense
- active voice here, and future tense - passive voice
in the former. This is dictated by the nature of the
two statements. The first one looks to the future when
God will render these limitations irrelevant. This sec-
ond one here looks to the past in Paul’s life in the
analogy of his move into adulthood. Especially,
troublesome is the inherently negative “childish ways”
(NRSV) or “childish things” (NASB) translation of the
Greek ta 100 vnriov. This injects a prejorative tone
into the analogy that isn’t present in the Greek, which



simply means “the things | did in childhood.” Paul’s
point in the analogy is limitations period. Not neces-
sarily “stupid things.” Speaking, thinking and reason-
ing -- the childhood things the reference goes back
to -- are not inherently bad things. They are just sub-
ject to the limited ability of childhood. Keep in mind

also, the term vimiog technically means “the period

before adulthood,” that is, being a minor. In Greek,

“childhood” means either Bpedog or mordidbev, not

vnrog from a technical standpoint. The English term
“childhood” is probably used because our culture has
childhood, youth, and adulthood phases, and the

terms minor/adult wouldn’t sound as natural.

Paul then strengthens his first set of assertions
about the contrast between love and other spiritual
gifts at the point of limitations on the others. He does
so by looking to the past and finding an analogy be-
tween childhood and adulthood with the shift point
allowing for dramatic setting aside of limitations. For
a somewhat similar analogy for faith and salvation
as the shift point see Galatians 6:1-7,

1 Let me show you the implications of this. As long as

the heir is a minor [viriog], he has no advantage over

the slave. Though legally he owns the entire inherit-
ance, 2 he is subject to tutors and administrators until

whatever date the father has set for emancipation. 3

That is the way it is with us: When we were minors

[vAmiot], we were just like slaves ordered around by

simple instructions (the tutors and administrators of

this world), with no say in the conduct of our own lives.

4 But when the time arrived that was set by God the

Father, God sent his Son, born among us of a woman,

born under the conditions of the law so that he might

redeem those of us who have been kidnapped by the
law. 5 Thus we have been set free to experience our
rightful heritage. 6 You can tell for sure that you are
now fully adopted as his own children because God
sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out, "Papal

Father!" 7 Doesn't that privilege of intimate conversa-

tion with God make it plain that you are not a slave,

but a child? And if you are a child, you're also an heir,
with complete access to the inheritance.

b) The rationale for this analogy to childhood is
set forth in verse twelve: “For now we see in a mir-
ror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now |
know only in part; then | will know fully, even as |
have been fully known.” Two parallel statements form
the basis for the emphasis on childhood limitations
and what passage into adulthood implies: a) see in
a mirror dimly, but then face to face; b) now know
ing only in part, but then will know fully. At first this
doesn’t see to fit. But Paul does a frequent Pauline
thing. His rationale here doesn’t point the appeal to
childhood only. Rather it moves largely to justifying

the spiritual point of his appeal to childhood. His child-
hood analogy in the past pointed applicationally to
an eschatological shift in the future. Note the repeated
adverbs in both sets dprt...t6te (now...then). More
precisely, aptt has the possible meaning of immedi-
ate past, and would fit better in such a contrast be-
tween childhood (dptt) / adulthood (tote) than the
adverb vuvt used in verse 13, which is limited em-
phatically to present time. Thus, his expressed ba-
sis for the analogy picks up limited seeing and know-
ing in childhood to more complete seeing and know-
ing in adulthood. But the language of his rationale is
much more influenced by the eschatological appli-
cation of its point.

In part also, his rationale here becomes his
elaboration of the shift point in the first rationale (v.
10): when that which is complete comes (6tov ¢
00N 10 TéAe10v,...). There the emphasis was on ren-
dering irrelevant the limitations of the earthly (10 £«
uépouc). Here the emphasis first is on “seeing.” Now
it is limited seeing; then, it will be complete seeing.
Second, the contrast is on limited knowing now over
against fully knowing then. The &x uépovg language
is repeated with the knowing element.

The distance of the shift is the dramatically new
element in this second rationale. Just the release
from limitations was emphasized in the first ratio-
nale (10 €k puépovg katapyndnoetor). Here the shift
goes from seeing dimly in a mirror to seeing God
face to face, and from knowingin part to knowing as
fully as God knows us. Also, interesting is the se-
quencing of the two grounds for release from limita-
tions. In the first it is knowing then prophesying; in
the second it is seeing then knowing, thus creating
a chiastic abb’a’ sequence.

Verse 13 brings the entire passage to climax.
The triad of faith, hope and love come together as
the lasting elements of this earthly time (now; vuvt).
But if one has to prioritize these three, love stands
at the top of the list. One should not read into the
verb uével here the eschatological implication that
these three entities survive for all eternity, in spite of
Paul’s earlier contention that only love survives the
shift point from this life to eternity. This is the mis-
take of the NASB and NRSV translations. The better
understanding is that these three come to the top of
the list in this present earthly situation. Love rises to
the top of this short list because it alone continues
into the heavenly life.

Wow! What a beautiful tribute to the gift of love.
It was the solution to the problems at Corinth. It re-
mains that anchor point solving our problems today,
especially when linked to Christian faith and hope.
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13:8 ‘H ayann
OVOETOTE TTUMTEL E€1TE OE
npodnTETOL,

Kotapyndncoviol €ite
YADGGOL, TOVGOVTOL ELTE
YVOGLG, KaTapynOnoeTal.
13:9 £x ug€povg yop
YIWVOOKOUEV KOl €K
UEPOVEC TPOPNTEVOUEV"
13:10 Otov d€ €A0n 10
TEAELOV, TO €K UEPOVC
Kotapyndnoetor. 13:11
0Te MuUMv VvNmLog,

€AdAOVY ®©C VNTLOG,
€0pOvVOLY ®G VINTLOGC,

Page 12 of 1 Cor. 13 Bible Study

NASB

1 If | speak with the
tongues of men and of
angels, but do not have
love, | have become a
noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2 If | have the gift
of prophecy, and know
all mysteries and all
knowledge; and if | have
all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but do not
have love, | am nothing.
3 Andif | give all my pos-
sessions to feed the
poor, and if | surrender
my body to be burned,
but do not have love, it
profits me nothing.

4 Love is patient, love
is kind and is not jealous;
love does not brag and
is not arrogant, 5 does
not act unbecomingly; it
does not seek its own, is
not provoked, does not
take into account a
wrong suffered, 6 does
not rejoice in
unrighteousness, but re-
joices with the truth; 7
bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all
things, endures all
things.

8 Love never fails; but
if there are gifts of proph-
ecy, they will be done
away; if there are
tongues, they will cease;
if there is knowledge, it
will be done away. 9 For
we know in part and we
prophesy in part; 10 but
when the perfect comes,
the partial will be done
away. 11 When | was a
child, I used to speak like
a child, think like a child,
reason like a child; when
| became a man, | did

NRSV

1 If | speak in the
tongues of mortals and
of angels, but do not
have love, | am a noisy
gong or a clanging cym-
bal. 2 And if | have pro-
phetic powers, and un-
derstand all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if
I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but
do not have love, | am
nothing. 3 If | give away
all my possessions, and
if | hand over my body so
that | may boast, but do
not have love, | gain noth-
ing.

4 Love is patient; love
is kind; love is not envi-
ous or boastful or arro-
gant 5 or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it
is not irritable or resent-
ful; 6 it does not rejoice
in wrongdoing, but re-
joices in the truth. 7 It
bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all
things, endures all
things.

8 Love never ends. But
as for prophecies, they
will come to an end; as
for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge,
it will come to an end. 9
For we know only in part,
and we prophesy only in
part; 10 but when the
complete comes, the
partial will come to an
end. 11 When | was a
child, I spoke like a child,
I thought like a child, | rea-
soned like a child; when |
became an adult, | putan
end to childish ways. 12
For now we see in a mir-
ror, dimly, but then we will

NLT

1 If | could speak in
any language in heaven
oron earth F63 but didn't
love others, | would only
be making meaningless
noise like a loud gong or
a clanging cymbal. 2 If |
had the gift of prophecy,
and if | knew all the mys-
teries of the future and
knew everything about
everything, but didn't love
others, what good would
| be? And if | had the gift
of faith so that | could
speak to a mountain and
make it move, without
love | would be no good
to anybody. 3 If | gave
everything | have to the
poor and even sacrificed
my body, | could boast
about it; but if | didn't love
others, | would be of no
value whatsoever.

4 Love is patient and
kind. Love is not jealous
or boastful or proud 5 or
rude. Love does not de-
mand its own way. Love
is not irritable, and it
keeps no record of when
it has been wronged. 6 It
is never glad about injus-
tice but rejoices when-
ever the truth wins out. 7
Love never gives up,
never loses faith, is al-
ways hopeful, and en-
dures through every cir-
cumstance.

8 Love will last forever,
but prophecy and speak-
ing in unknown lan-
guages and special
knowledge will all disap-
pear. 9 Now we know
only a little, and even the
gift of prophecy reveals
little! 10 But when the



groyilounv og vimiog:
0te y€yova avnp,
KOTNPYNKO T6 TV VNIiov.
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Enyvoooual Kobmg Kot
gneyvoodny. 13:13 vovi
d¢ uével miotig, €Amic,
ayann, 1o tpla todTa
ueilov 6€ tovTOV 1M
oyomn.

away with childish things.
12 For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then
face to face; now | know
in part, but then | will
know fully just as | also
have been fully known.
13 But now faith, hope,
love, abide these three;
but the greatest of these
is love.

see face to face. Now |
know only in part; then |
will know fully, even as |
have been fully known.
13 And now faith, hope,
and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of
these is love.

end comes, these spe-
cial gifts will all disappear.
11 It's like this: When |
was a child, | spoke and
thought and reasoned as
a child does. But when |
grew up, | put away child-
ish things. 12 Now we
see things imperfectly as
in a poor mirror, but then
we will see everything
with perfect clarity. All
that | know now is partial
and incomplete, but then
I will know everything
completely, just as God
knows me now. 13 There
are three things that will
endure —faith, hope, and
love —and the greatest of
these s love.
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Greek NT

Kot
€11
k06 = vrepBoAnv
1 630v vuiv deixvopt.

‘Eav toic yAoooolg TOV avOponov AoA®
Kol
TOV ayyerov,
3¢
ayammv un €xo,

2 YEYOva YOAKOG MY®V

n
kOpparov dAaArdalov.

Kol €0v €xm mpodnTeilov
Kol
€160 TO WLGTNPLO TAVTO
Kol
nAcOV TNV YVOOo 1V
Kol €0v €Yo miocov TNV TioTLV
wote Opn uebirotavar,
3¢
ayamnv un £xo,
3 oVOEV eipt.

KOV youlow TAvVTOo TO VTAPYOVTO LoV
KOl €0V Tapod®d TO COUA LoV
ivo Kovynoopat,
3¢
ayemmv un £xo,
4 ovdev aderoduat.

5 * "H ayonn pokpoBuuei,

6 XPMOTEVETAL 1) AYATT],

7 ov {nioi,

8 [l dydnn] oV neprepedeTar,
9 ov ¢vorovtaol,

10 5 ovk doynuovei,

1 ov {nteil ta €oavtiig,
2 ov mapo&ivvetat,
13 ov Aoyifetal tO xaxkov,
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B 3¢
VoVl
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d¢
36 peilov TovTOV N AY4ARN.

Summary of Rhetorical Structure displayed in Diagram:

Statement 1 stands as the introductory topic sentence, that both climaxes the preceding discus-
sion and sets the stage for the following discussion.

Statements 2-4 are linked by two features: 1) the negating core clause, and 2) the common ayannv
un €yo dependent clause.

Statements 5-6 are linked by the common 1) aydanmn verb subject placed in pre and post positions
in relation to their verbs.

Statements 7-13are linked by a string of o negatives. Statements 14-15 are linked by the ov. . . 8¢
contrast, and by the two modifies.

Statements 16-19 are connected by the repetition of tavta in the sentence pre-field.

Statements 20-23 are linked through a complex structure that begins with the o0 . . . 8¢ contrast
but then the positive side (21-23) are bundled into a single group through the repetition of the subordinate
conjunction e ite.

Statements 24-26 are grouped through the repetition of £x n£povg, and then are linked back to
20-23 through the coordinate causal conjunction yap.

Statements 27-30 are linked through the repetition of vin tog, but 27-29 are set in contrast to
statement 30 by the temporal dependent clauses introduced by 6te and then contrasted by vAr tog /
avnp

Statements 31-34 are set up as two sets of twos. 31 and 32 are contrasted internally by the tempo-
ral adverbs apt1/ tote, and the common verb BA€ropev. Then statements 33-34 are set up by the
same contrastive temporal adverbs gpt 1/ téte. The play on verbs (ywvooke / €ntyvocouat ) high-
lights the contrast even more. Additionally the present / future verb tense in both pairs stresses this con-
trast. Then both pairs (31-32 & 33-34) are linked by to 27-30 via the causal coordinate conjunction yap.

Statements 35-36 move toward a conclusion with a climatic effect with the triadic reference to
faith, hope and love (35) and the declaration of the superiority of love (statement 36).

This will lead to the Semantic Diagram visualization of this structure that follows:
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Semantic Diagram

Kot
I et T et 1 Pres Dep Ind 1 S deikvuut (€70))
| &
| I e 2 Perf Act Ind 1 S vyéyovo (ey®)
| | &
| A--2-----mmm e 3 Pres --- Ind 1 S ewl (&y®)
L &
I | | 3--mmmmm e 4 Pres Dep Ind 1 S apsioduot (&y®)
I || |a —————————————————————— 5+ Pres Act poxpobvpel  aydann
Lo -
I || | | bo--mmm e 6+ Pres Dep XPMOTEVETOL AYOnN
I || || |i ——————————————————— 7-  Pres Act ot [orydmn]
I || || |ii —————————————————— 8 Pres Dep nepnepevetol H aydnn
|| | iid------mmmmmm oo 9- Pres Dep dvorovtol [orydmn]
| Bees
| | | a--div------------mo---- 10- Pres Act aoymuovel [orydmn]
AR . | -
I || || || |v ——————————————————— 11- Pres Act Cnret [orydmn]
I || || || ‘vi —————————————————— 12- Pres Dep nopoEvetor  [arydmn]
I N B B . B B 13- Pres Dep AoyileTot [Orybmn]
I 2
I T R B R 14 - Pres Act XoipeL [orybmn]
|| 2e-p-] &
I || | | ii----mmmommmmmmm - 15+ Pres Act oLYYO1pEL [oryamn]
|| R i l6+ Pres Act otTé€yel nav. [aydnn]
-] ]
| | di-----mmmmmmm - 17+ Pres Act nioTevel nav. [aydann]
| el
| iid-----mmm e 18+ Pres Act grnilel nav. [oydnn]
| |
| Av---mmm e e e 19+ Pres Act Onuéuevel ndv. [dydnn]
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| 1----mmmm e 20 Pres Act Ind 3 S minTELl "H dydmn

| &
| | a)--—-—--—-——-——-————+ 21 Fut Pass Ind 3 P xotopyndficoviatl tpodnteiot
|| |
|| i--b)-------m oo 22 Fut Pass Ind 3 P movcovtol  YADOoOl
| |
|| | e)----mm e mmme - 23 Fut Pass Ind 3 S xatopyn®noetol yvio1c
| a--] Yop
I 1) -----------+ 24 Pres Act Ind 1 P vyuvookouev [Nueic]
[ | | | a)-] KoL
c--| | dii-| 2)-----------4 25 Impf Act Ind 1 S &ppOVOLV [&y@]
. | e
| | b)---- - - - - - - 26 Fut Pass Ind 3 S xotopyndfhoovtatl tO €k UE.
||
|| 1) -----------1 27 Impf Act Ind 1 S €AdAouvv [eyh]
| |
|| a)-2)------------ 28 Impf Act Ind 1 S &ppOVOLV [&y@]
. ||
2--] di--| 3)-----------4 29 TImpf Act Ind 1 S €loyilounv [&ya]
T
| | b)----------- - = - - 30 2 Aor Acts Ind 3 S xorhpynko to TOL vnriov
b--| Yop
|| 1) ------- - -1 31 Pres Act Ind 1 P BAénouev [Mueig]
| a)-| —
| | | 2)-----------1 32 [Fut Act Ind 1 P PBA€nouev nueic]
| i —
| | 1)--------- -1 33 Pres Act Ind 1 S YLVOOK® [eyh]
| b) - | o
| 2) - - mm e m - 34 Fut  Pass Ind 1 S €miyilvocke [&yd]
| o€
I 35 Pres Act Ind 3 S pével 16, EN. 0y
c--| &
R e T R 3% (Pres --- Ind 3 S €otTlv) aryomn

Exegetical Outline
. (1) Paul promised to show the Corinthians a better way

Il. (2-36) Paul claimed that love stands as the chief trait of religious commitment
A (2-4) Paul asserted the futility of religious service without love
1. (2) Paul declared the emptiness of speaking with tongues but without love
2. (3) Paul declared the wothliness of speaking words and possessing faith but without love
3. (4) Paul declared the nothingness of extreme personal sacrifice but without love
B. (5-19) Paul affirmed that love pulls the individual to “supra” human levels of relationships
1. (5-6) Paul asserted the gracious tenacity of love
a. (5) Paul declared that love endures
b. (6) Paul declared that love shows graciousness
2. (7-19) Paul claimed that love rises above the suspicious, negative human patterns
a. (7-13) Paul asserted that love doesn’t possess typical negative human qualities.
.. (7) Paul declared that love doesn’t show jealousy
i. (8)Paul declared that love doesn’t brag
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i. (9) Paul declared that love doesn’t puff itself up in pride
iv. (10) Paul declared that love doesn’t behave itself in unseemly fashion
v.  (11) Paul declared that love doesn’t seek things for itself
vi. (12) Paul declared that love doesn’t try to start a fight
vii. (13) Paul declared that love doesn’t keeps no record of wrong doings
b. (14-15) Paul asserted that love finds joy in the positive rather.than the negative
i.  (14) Paul declared that love doesn’t rejoice in evil
i. (15) Paul declared that instead love rejoices with the truth
c. (16-19) Paul asserted that nothing shakes the stability of love
.. (16) Paul declared that love throws a cloak of silence over all negative things in others
i. (17) Paul declared that love exhibits a basic trust in all things
i. (18) Paul declared that love puts its basic confidence in all things
iv.  (19) Paul declared that love holds up under the weight of all things.

C. (20-36) Paul declared that love is the most stablizing aspect of religious life.

1.
2.

(20) Paul declared that love never collapses at any point
(21-36) Paul expounded on his contention of the stability of love.
a. (21-26) Paul asserted that present the loss of perceptive speaking and understanding is
grounded in our Imitation
L (21-23) Paul declared that essential speaking will eventually loose its meaning
a) (21) Paul declared that prophecies will become void of meaning
b) (22) Paul declared that tongues will come to a halt
c) (23) Paul declared that knowledge will become void of meaning
i. (24-26) Paul declared that the reason for loss is the present limitation
a) (24-25) Paul asserted that our understanding and speaking is very limited
1) (24) Paul declared that we only know partially
2) (25) Paul declared that we only prophecy out of limited knowledge
b) (26) Paul asserted that the arrival of completeness will do away with limitations
b. (27-34) Paul affirmed that “adulthood” coming inthe future would replace the limitations of
“childhood” in the present.
i (27-30) Paul contrasted the limatations of childhood over against adulthood
a) (27-29) Paul affirmed that in childhood he functioned with childhood limitations
1) (27) Paul declared that as a child he spoke as a child
2) (28) Paul declared that as a child he determined things as a child
3) (29) Paul declared that as a child he reasoned as a child
b) (30) Paul affirmed that adulthood meant the termination of childhood limitations
i. (81-34) Paul based the limitations of “childhood” on the limitations of the present, while
the future means “adulthood.”
a) (31-32) Paul used the contrast of the present and future to assert future clearity
1) (31) Paul declared that at present we see oursselves in a mirror very dimly
2) (82) Paul declared that in the future we will see ourselves clearly
b) (33-34) Paul used the contrast of the present and future to assert future full under-
standing
1) (33) Paul declared that at present we know things only partially
2) (34) Paul declared that in the future we will know things fully
c. (35-36) Paul affirmed that love rises above even faith and hope in religious experience
.. (35) Paul declared three great cornerstones of religious experience
i. (86) Paul declared that the most important one of these is love.

Page 19 of 1 Cor. 13 Bible Study



	I. Context
	I. a. Historical
	I. b. Literary
	II. Message
	II. a. Love's importance, vv. 1-3
	II. b. Love's stance, vv. 4-7
	II. c. Love's endurance, vv. 8-13
	Texts
	Block Diagram
	Semantic Diagram
	Exegetical Outline


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


