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Sunday School Lesson 
1 Cor. 12:27-31 

by  Lorin L. Cranford 

All rights reserved © 

Many Gifts in One Body 

A copy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at http://cranfordville.com under Bible Studies in the Bible 
Study Aids section.  A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them 
on and bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the pdf file connected to the 
internet. Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material. 

************************************************************************** 
Quick Links to the Study 

I. Context II. Message 
a. Historical a. Unity, v. 27 
b. Literary  Literary b. Different Gifts, vv. 28-30 

c. Better Gifts, v. 31 

*************************************************************************** 

This second study on spiritual gifts in the Smyth-Helwys For-
mations series is listed under the caption “So Many Gifts.” The 
focus is on the listing of different gifts in 1 Cor. 12:28-30. But this 
passage must not be lifted out of its context in chapter 12, where 
a previous list is given in vv. 4-11. Additionally, in the Pauline cor-
pus lists are found in Rom. 12:1-8 and Eph. 4:7-16. 1 Peter 4:7-11 
contributes to this discussion with its brief mention of gifts. As a 
part of such a discussion on gifts, one must also give some con-
sideration to the Greek word carivsma (charisma), which is trans-
lated as “gift.” The source of this Greek word is cavri¿ (charis), 
which means “grace.” Thus, a “gift” is but a concrete expression 
of “grace.” 

One critical interpretive issue to be settled at the outset: In 
drawing a biblical theological picture of “spiritual gifts” as taught in 
the New Testament, we must not adopt a grocery cart mentality 
where all the items in all the lists are collected in the shopping 
basket called “spiritual gifts” in order to get an inclusive listing of 
everything possible.  Then we begin sorting out each item in order 
to find a connecting link to contemporary church staff positions. 
Such an approach is seriously flawed on at least two accounts. First, it ignores the distinctive listing with 
distinctive objectives in mind that is found in each of the NT letters. This individual nature of each list is 
unquestionably present when these lists are studied in their context. Thus no two lists contain the same 
exact items. Second, such an approach ignores basic methods of doing Biblical Theology, as this disci-
pline as developed over the past century or so. To take a shopping basket approach is to assume a “flat” 
horizon in the writing of scripture. This ignores the historical setting and authorial intention for the scripture 
documents where these lists are found. If modern Bible study has demonstrated anything, it has taught us 
to take each document of the New Testament on its own terms. Additionally, the letters in the New Testa-
ment, especially those of Paul, are “occasional writings.” That means that some individual set of circum-
stances prompted the writing of each letter. And the same set of circumstances is not ever found for any 
two of Paul’s letters. This is even true for the double letters, such as 1 and 2 Corinthians etc. 

Instead, we must take each list against its own background. Once that has been done, then compari-
sons among the lists are possible but only for looking at similarities and differences of perspectives. Only 
very tentatively can applicational links to the present be attempted. This can be done more creditably with 
the list as a whole, rather than with individual items in each list. 

http://cranfordville.com
http://cranfordville.com/Cranfordville/BibleStudies.htm
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I. Context 
Given the occasional nature of 1 Corinthians, understanding the background, both historically and 

literarily, of this letter is all the more important to correct interpretation of our passage in chapter twelve. 

1. Initial Ministry 
established the church on the second missionary jour-
ney 
AD 50-51 
Sources: Acts 18:1-17; 1 Thess. 3:6-13; 1 Cor. 2:1-5; 
1:13-17; 2 Thess. 3:1-5; 1 Cor. 3:5-10; 11:2, 23, 15:1; 2 
Cor. 11:7-9 

2. Prior Letter 
written before 1 Corinthians, now lost 
may be partially contained in 2 Cor. 6:14-71 
AD 52 (?) 
Sources: 1 Cor. 5:9 

3. 1 Corinthians 
written from Ephesus while on third missionary journey 
to respond to questions from the household of Chloe 
(chaps 1-6) and the Corinthian delegation (chaps 7-16) 
AD 54-55 (spring time) 

4. Painful Visit 
purpose: to try to correct ongoing problems in the church 
AD 55 
Souces: 2 Cor. 2:1; 12:14; 13:1,2 

5. Sorrowful Letter 
written from Ephesus after return from Corinth 
possibly contained partially in 2 Cor. 10-13, but most 
likely lost 
AD 55 
Sources: 2 Cor. 2:4; 7:8 

6. 2 Corinthians 
written from Macedonia after leaving Ephesus on third 
missionary journey 
 prompted by joyous report from Titus regarding the re-
lief offering etc. 
AD 56 (?) 
possibly only containing chaps 1-9, if 10-13 are a part of 
the ̀ sorrowful letter' 

7. Third Visit to Corinth 
AD 57 
Sources: Acts 20:1-3 

 a. Historical 
External History.  That this letter originated 

from the apostle Paul to the believing communities 
in the ancient city of Corinth is about as certain 
among critical scholars as is possible. Even the most 
radical critical scholars over the past three centu-
ries have accepted the authenticity of Romans, 1 & 
2 Corinthians and Galatians in the Pauline corpus of 
the New Testament. Paul’s relationship with the city 
of Corinth began on the second missionary journey 
and extended into the close of the third missionary 
journey. In both situations, Corinth became the “turn 
around” point for both trips through the 50s of the 
first Christian century. This letter came during Paul’s 
length ministry in Ephesus on the third missionary 
journey, but is one part of a long and complicated 
relationship with the church, as my Paul’s Relation 
to the Corinthian Believers

Paul’s Relation 
to the Corinthian Believers page at Cranfordville.com 
illustrates. This relationship must be understood from 
sources in both Paul’s writings and the Book of Acts. 
Paul’s relations with the Corinthians had its “ups & 
downs” in that there were bright moments and also 
highly frustrating and tense moments. The chaotic 
period began shortly after the writing of 1 Corinthians 
in the spring of AD 54-55 and was not be fully re-
solved until his third visit in AD 57. 

The writing of First Corinthians is prompted by 
two sources. Members of the “household of Chloe” 
visited Paul while in Ephesus on business and re-
ported to him some problems occurring in the vari-
ous house churches scattered across the city. In 
chapters one through six Paul responded to these 
concerns. At some point afterwards a “delegation” 
from the church at Corinth arrived in Ephesus with a 

set of questions posed by the church itself. Chap-
ters seven through sixteen contain Paul’s response 
to these questions. For a detailed treatment of the 
literary signals of this structure see the previous Bible 
study

the previous Bible 
study on 1 Cor. 1:18-31 posted at Cranfordville.com. 

In 1 Cor. 16:21, Paul signals the typical pattern 
of letter writing by stating, “I, Paul, write this greeting 
with my own hand.” This indicates that someone else 
had done the actual writing of the letter, but that Paul 
himself wrote the concluding section in his own hand, 

http://cranfordville.com/paul-cor.htm
http://cranfordville.com/paul-cor.htm
http://cranfordville.com/Cranfordville/1Cor1_18-31SSLess.pdf
http://cranfordville.com/Cranfordville/1Cor1_18-31SSLess.pdf
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writing as a seal of verification to the 
contents of the letter as reflecting his 
perspective. Unfortunately, the writ-
ing secretary or scribe is not men-
tioned here by name, as is the case 
in Rom. 16:22 and 1 Peter 5:12. 

Internal History. That the believ-
ing community at Corinth was 
plagued with a fist full of problems is 
an understatement! Most of these 
were not minor issues. They in-
cluded a man living in open immo-
rality with his birth mother; a segment 
of the community questioning 
whether Jesus had been raised from the dead -- just 
to name a few of the problems. Given the highly im-
moral atmosphere of the city of Corinth itself, one 
should not be surprised that a young Christian com-
munity was struggling to make the transition from 
paganism to Christianity. 

The questions about spiritual gifts evidently arose 
from some kind of misuse, as the introduction to 
this issue in 12:1-3 implies: 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, 
I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that 
when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray 
to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say 
"Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 

These verses suggest a pagan background played 
a major role in the Corinthian problem about spiri-
tual gifts, and focused on speaking. The Corinthians 
had either too little understanding about their Chris-
tian experience, or else they had been misinformed 
about how “gifts” would work now that they were 
Christians. The exact nature of the problem hinges 
somewhat on how the topic reference, tw÷n 
pneumatikw÷n, is understood. The Greek reference 
can be translated either “spiritual persons,” or “spiri-
tual things.” Most translations will adopt the latter un-

derstanding because of the literary 
unity of 12:1-14:31, in which “gifts” 
from the Spirit are unquestionably the 
focal point of the discussion. Ulti-
mately, however, either understand-
ing leads pretty much to the same con-
clusions. 
   What seems to lie behind the prob-
lem primarily is the use of ecstatic lan-
guage, or “speaking in tongues.” 
Such “language of the gods” was 
commonly practiced in most of the 
religious cults in the ancient world. A 
major center for it was located very 

close to Corinth and just south of Athens. The cen-
ter of the Eleusinian Mysteries cult was less than 
twenty miles from Corinth, and the practice of glos-
solalia was a major feature of its worship. In Chris-
tian conversion it seemed natural for many of the 
Corinthians to bring this practice with them into their 
new religious faith. The reshaping of the idea was 
that this gift came to the super pious from the Spirit 
of God, as it had previously been given to the highly 
devout worshippers of Demeter and Persephone in 
the mysteries worship experiences. Thus at least in 
some of the Corinthian house churches worship 
placed great value on the experience of tongues 
speaking. In such a state of frenzy, perhaps some 
had uttered “curses” of Jesus. We can’t be sure 
whether Paul is alluding to actual instances or is just 
using hyperbole in order to emphasize the opposite 
“Jesus is Lord.” 

But Paul links very closely the presence of “gifts” 
to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Thus, whenever 
one expresses service either in worship or elsewhere 
it must be done under the guidance of God’s Spirit. 
Otherwise, it can become destructive and disrup-
tive. This is most likely Paul’s central point in verse 
three. 

 b. Literary 
Genre. The literary form of 12:27-31 is simple 

didactic material in the Body section of an ancient 
letter

Body section of an ancient 
letter. It begins with a strong declaration of unity and 
continues with emphasis on diversity. The conclud-
ing admonition encourages the seeking of “better 
gifts.” Nothing in the verses distinguishes the peri-
cope as being different from the norm or typical style 
of Pauline letter writing. 

Literary Setting.  The literary context for these 

verses becomes terribly important for accurate ex-
egesis of the passage. 

12:1-3 serves to introduce the topic of “spiritual 
gifts” (NRSV): 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sis-
ters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know 
that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led 
astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want 
you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit 
of God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corinth#Roman_era
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?new=1&word=1+Cor+12&section=0&version=nrs&language=en
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleusinian_Mysteries
http://cranfordville.com/letlstptxts.html
http://cranfordville.com/letlstptxts.html
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can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 
This discussion is concluded in 14:37-40 (NLT): 

7 If you claim to be a prophet or think you are very 
spiritual, you should recognize that what I am saying 
is a command from the Lord himself. 38 But if you do 
not recognize this, you will not be recognized. So, 
dear brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and 
don't forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But be sure that 
everything is done properly and in order. 

Most likely the material between these two “brack-
ets” follows an informal chiastic though flow: A (12:4- 
30); B (12:31-13:13); A’ (14:1-36). 12:31 especially 
suggests this structure. The implication is that the 
central emphasis is upon the gift of love in chapter 

thirteen (A/B/A’). Everything builds toward love (chap. 
12) and flows from it (chap. 14). Thus no room is left 
for spiritual elitism, particularly for the tongues 
speaker. 

The internal structure of chapter twelve is im-
portant to explore as well. Again an A/B/A’ thought 
flow emerges here as well. vv. 4-11 (A) places em-
phasis upon the diversity of gifts in the context of 
unity; vv. 12-26 (B) focuses on unity with the anal-
ogy of the body; vv. 27-31 (A’) returns to the diversity 
of gifts in the context of unity. Thus vv. 27-31 must 
be interpreted in light of this structure. 

II. Message 
Literary Structure. The internal arrangement of thoughts inside vv. 27-31 is clear, and is illustrated 

visually by the Block Diagram of the Greek text in the larger internet version of this study. The appeal to 
unity (v. 27) is followed by a listing of gifts (vv. 28-30). The passage is concluded by an appeal to seek the 
“greater gifts” (v. 31). In this parallel with vv. 4-11, the apostle continues the theme of unity and diversity. 
The diversity aspect is discussed similarly, but yet differently both in vv. 4-11 and vv. 27-31. The detailed 
explanation of unity stands in the middle at verses 12-26. 

 a. Unity, v. 27 

Greek NT 
12Ú27  @Umei÷¿ dev ejste 

sw÷ma Cristou÷ kai; mevlh 
ejk mevrou¿. 

NASB 
27 Now you are 

Christ's body, and indi-
vidually members of it. 

NRSV 
27 Now you are the 

body of Christ and indi-
vidually members of it. 

NLT 
27 Now all of you to-

gether are Christ's body, 
and each one of you is a 
separate and necessary 
part of it. Notes: 

This simple statement stands as a timeless prin-
ciple, which here both summarizes vv. 12-26 and 
introduces vv. 28-31. 

The summarizing aspect alludes to the previ-
ous discussion in vv. 12:26: 

12 For just as the body is one and has many mem-
bers, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of 
one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, 
"Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 
And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body," that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an 
eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there 
are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot 

say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the 
head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of 
the body that we think less honorable we clothe with 
greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more re-
spectable members do not need this. But God has so 
arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the infe-
rior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within 
the body, but the members may have the same care 
for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together with it. 

The analogy of a human body to the community of 
believers provides the apostle the opportunity to 
“level” the importance of each gift. Social class dis-
tinctions (v. 13) easily provided grounds for the Corin-
thians to make distinctions in the issue of gifts in-
side the church. Even human thinking about the hu-
man body can easily slip into this prioritizing of im-
portant and less important body parts (vv. 22-24a). 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1+Corinthians+14&section=0&version=nlt&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1co&NavGo=14&NavCurrentChapter=14


Page 5 of 1Cor. 12:27-31 Bible Study 

But Paul reminds the Corinthians that every body 
part is needed and needs to make a contribution if 
the body is to be healthy and function as expected. 
In the same way, every person is needed in the 
church and needs to make his/her distinct contribu-
tion. In such fashion, the apostle strongly denies any 
legitimacy to an elitist attitude by any member of the 
church. Every person is “gifted” and has a unique 
contribution to make. Some are more visible and 
obvious than others, but in no way can the the de-
gree of visibility be taken to signify levels of impor-
tance. Instead, his contention is that every member 
is required and is necessary. 

Thus, 12:27 sums up the two essential points: 
1) the Corinthians collectively represent the body of 
Christ; and 2) each person is a valued member. 

This insightful image of a body masterfully com-
municates the need of unity inside the community of 
faith. But it isn’t a flat, one dimensional unity. Diver-
sity is an integral part of that unity. Essential is re-
spect for the worth and contribution of each mem-
ber. 

Paul picked up on this probably because the 
members of Chloe’s house had already alerted him 
of the disunity existing in the church, cf. 1:10-17. Di-
visiveness over their favorite preacher help lay a foun-
dation for this further expression of division over spiri-
tual gifts. Paul’s appeal there was simply “that all of 
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same purpose.” At the very outset of the letter in the 
Proem, he had affirmed his confidence in the “gift-
edness” of the Corinthians (1:7): “so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Divisiveness seemed to have 
been a major problem at Corinth, since Paul will touch 
on it several times as it expressed itself in differing 
situations in the church: 3:3 -- jealously and quarrel-
ing; 4:6 -- elitism,  “so that none of you will be puffed up 
in favor of one against another”; 6:6 -- taking one an-
other to court; 11:27-22 -- “factions among you” (kai; 
aiJrevsei¿ ejn uJmi÷n; v. 19) leading to discrimination at 
the Lord’s table. 

Thus divisiveness over spiritual gifts is not sur-
prising. When Paul turns to address this particular 
aspect of disunity, he puts most of his emphasis on 
finding unity. In the larger unit of 12:1-14:40, the pri-
mary problem causing disunity was clearly the 
speaking in tongues accompanied by its inherit dis-
unity trait through promoting a spiritual elitism. Con-
sequently, this particular gift is going to be de-em-
phasized repeatedly through the discussion. 

One more observation about v. 27 should be 
made. The interpretive history of the church as the 
Body of Christ has been variously understood down 
through the centuries. Some have tried to see the 
image Body of Christ as designating the “church 
universal,” or “the invisible church” made up of all 
believers of all times. Thus Paul’s second statement 
to the Corinthians that they are members of the body 
should be taken collectively to mean that the Corin-
thian church is but one part of that universal church. 
This reading has been popular in ecumenical circles 
of Protestantism. 

Roman Catholic interpretation plays off this with 
a different angle. The Roman Catholic Church is the 
Body of Christ. Each parish congregation is one 
member of that true universal church. 

The context of v. 27 rules out both of these views 
as legitimate readings. Paul is speaking here of the 
collective community of Christ as the body of Christ 
(in Corinth). Individual believers in that community 
belong to that body of Christ. This is the correct read-
ing of the image. As Bruce N. Fisk persuasively ar-
gues, the image pushes the intense identification of 
Christ with his church in this world. This close iden-
tity is Paul’s point here and grew out of his own Dam-
ascus Road encounter with Christ (cf. Acts 9:5): “He 
asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting...” Believers being the body 
means that Christ is the head. This image will be 
played out in several ways through Paul’s writings, 
as Paul Ferguson summarizes: 

Christ as Head of His Church. The church must 
submit to Christ. We are not our own but are bought 
with a price (1 Cor 3:23; 6:19-20; Eph 5:23-33). He 
has all authority in heaven and earth (Matt 28:18). He 
is the head of all principality and power (Col 2:10). 
People who wander from Christ are like those who 
have lost their heads (Col 2:18-19). Without the head 
no nourishment or growth is possible (Eph 4:15; Col 
2:19). Paul was not dealing in philosophical specula-
tion in his headship analogies. Even the simplest per-
son knew that food, water, and air were taken in by 
head. He would know that the eyes and ears gave 
guidance to the whole body. 
What connection of these verses exists with our 

day? The answer is pretty obvious. We still have 
divisions in church life. We still struggle with spiri-
tual elitism. We frequently fail to see our church as 
the body of Christ in this world. So many church 
members feel little or any need to contribute them-
selves to the life and ministry of the church. Paul’s 
words have powerful punch admonishing us to re-
commit ourselves to service in the church of Christ. 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1+Corinthians+1&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1co&NavGo=12&NavCurrentChapter=12
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10663a.htm
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T101
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/BakersEvangelicalDictionary/bed.cgi?number=T325
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 b. Different Gifts, vv. 28-30 

Greek NT 
12Ú28  kai; ou}¿ me;n e[qeto 
oJ qeo;¿ ejn th÷/ ejkklhsiva/ 
prw÷ton ajpostovlou¿, 
deuvteron profhvta¿, 
tri vton didaskavlou¿, 
e[peita dunavmei¿, e[peita 
carivsmata i jamavtwn, 
ajntilhvmyei¿, 
kubernhvsei¿, gevnh 
glwssw÷n.   12Ú29  mh; 
pavnte¿ ajpovstoloi_  mh; 
pavnte¿ profh÷tai_  mh; 
pavnte¿ didavskaloi_  mh; 
pavnte¿ dunavmei¿_   12Ú30 
mh; pavnte¿ carivsmata 
e[cousin ijamavtwn_  mh; 
pavnte¿ glwvssai¿ 
lalou÷sin_  mh; pavnte¿ 
diermhneuvousin_ 

NASB 
28 And God has ap-
pointed in the church, 
first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts 
of healings, helps, ad-
ministrations, various 
kinds of tongues. 29 All 
are not apostles, are 
they? All are not proph-
ets, are they? All are not 
teachers, are they? All 
are not workers of 
miracles, are they? 30 All 
do not have gifts of 
healings, do they? All do 
not speak with tongues, 
do they? All do not inter-
pret, do they? 

NRSV 
28 And God has ap-
pointed in the church first 
apostles, second proph-
ets, third teachers; then 
deeds of power, then gifts 
of healing, forms of as-
sistance, forms of lead-
ership, various kinds of 
tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all proph-
ets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? 30 Do 
all possess gifts of heal-
ing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all inter-
pret? 

NLT 
28 Here is a list of some 
of the members that God 
has placed in the body of 
Christ: first are apostles, 
second are prophets, 
third are teachers, then 
those who do miracles, 
those who have the gift 
of healing, those who 
can help others, those 
who can get others to 
work together, those who 
speak in unknown lan-
guages. 29 Is everyone 
an apostle? Of course 
not. Is everyone a 
prophet? No. Are all 
teachers? Does every-
one have the power to do 
miracles? 30 Does ev-
eryone have the gift of 
healing? Of course not. 
Does God give all of us 
the ability to speak in un-
known languages? Can 
everyone interpret un-
known languages? No! 

Notes: 
On the heels of the unity in diversity emphasis comes the exploration of 

diversity in greater detail as spiritual gifts. To be sure the term “spiritual gifts” in 
not used in these verses, but, in the first listing of these items in vv. 4-11, the list 
is introduced by diairevsei¿ carismavtwn eijsivn (“there are diversities of gifts”). 
A.C. Thiselton in the New International Greek Testament Commentary observes: 

The word diairevsei¿ occurs only here in the NT and means either differences, 
distinctions, or apportionings, dealings out. The use of the verbal form diairou÷n in 
v. 11, however, alludes to the sovereignty of the Spirit of God in apportioning out gifts 
to each as the Spirit wills.5 Although different apportionings may seem stilted 
or clumsy, varieties (NRSV, RSV, REB), different (NJB), or even different kinds 
(NIV) does not seem to bring out the idea of what is allotted by God. One does not 
question what is freely given as one’s portion.6 

Surprisingly, while he recognizes BAGD’s proposal to translate the word here 
as allotments (also Collins), Barrett’s distributions, Parry’s variety of gifts assigned, 
and even the link with apportion in v. 11, Fee simply states without arguments that 
difference or variety “is also well established; the context rules in favor of the latter 
here.”7 But this may appear to carry weight only because, against the views of Dale 
Martin, M. M. Mitchell, Harrington, Best, Lategan, and Collins, Fee places a heavier 
emphasis on variety than unity, entitling 12:4–31 as a whole as “The Need for 
Diversity.”8 Although Wright and Lang follow this approach, Conzelmann and Allo 
put the other side of the case in more detail.9 Allo draws a contrast between the 
human construct of differences which become divisions (1:10–4:21) and the divine 
allocation of distinctions as “distributions.”10 Conzelmann also argues that while the 
parallel in Rom 12:6 may seem to favor distinction, 1 Cor 12:11 decisively points to 
assignment, but grounds this rightly in Paul’s theology of grace. Paul’s change of 
the Corinthian term pneumatikav, spiritual things, to carivsmata, spiritual gifts, “gifts 
of grace,” calls attention to God’s generous act of freely apportioning different 
gifts to different recipients.11 Once again, grace through the cross governs ecclesiology 
and ministry. Ideally, as Héring argues, a translation which stresses both aspects is 
best of all, but the link with apportioned gift cavri¿, cavrisma) remains at the center.121 

Thus these “gifts” are simply the concrete expressions of divine grace appor-

tioned out to individual 
believers to enable each 
to contribute to the build-
ing up of the life of the 
body of Christ on earth, 
that is, the local church. 
Uniformly through both 
listings here, these are 
talents, skills given by the 
Holy Spirit that are to be 
used under the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit. 
Our modern tendency is 
to make a distinction be-
tween “natural talent” 
and “spiritual gifts.” But 
such thinking presup-
poses thought structures 
emerging from moder-
nity, which did not exist 
in the world of Paul. Con-
sequently, we make arti-
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ficial distinctions between “the natural” and “the spiri-
tual.” His Jewish world, and Paul himself, would have 
seen any ability, e.g., public speaking, as basically a 
gift from God, an expression of His favor (cavri¿). 
Whether it came at birth, was developed through 
training, or surfaced during one’s Christian walk is 
irrelevant. It is first and foremost a divine allotment 
of grace with the specific use of edification of the 
community.  In fact, every gift should have all three 
of these aspects if they are to be utilized fully. A quick 
study of the lives of Paul, Peter and other early church 
leaders dramatically illustrates this. God took their 
“native” skills, their training, and their walk with Him 
and developed their ability to contribute individually 
to the beginnings of Christianity in ways that have 
had lasting impact for two thousand years. 

In 12:4-7, Paul defines his ideas of gifts more 
clearly: 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; 

5 and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; 

6 and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 
Gifts (carismavtwn) means 
“services” (diakoniw÷n) which 
means “activities 
(ejnerghmavtwn). In this synony-
mous parallelism these three 
descriptors define the same 
reality. Then in verse seven he 
offers another general descrip-
tion: “the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” 
(hJ fanevrwsi¿ tou÷ pneuvmato¿ pro;¿ to; sumfevron). 
Gifts are ministries and empowerments. They are 
manifestations of the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Their purpose: the common good of the community 
of faith. 

What are these gifts that Paul lists? In verse 28 
Paul prioritizes one listing: 

prw÷tonprw÷tonprw÷tonprw÷tonprw÷ton

deuvterondeuvterondeuvterondeuvteron

e[peitae[peitae[peitae[peita

e[peitae[peitae[peitae[peita

 
ajpostovlou¿, 

deuvteron 
profhvta¿, 

trivton 
didaskavlou¿, 

e[peita 
dunavmei¿, 

e[peita 
carivsmata ijamavtwn, 
ajntilhvmyei¿, 

first 
apostles, 

second 
prophets, 

third 
teachers; 

then 
deeds of power, 

then 
gifts of healing, 
forms of assistance, 

Given that the controversy over gifts in Corinth cen-
tered on speaking in tongues, it isn’t surprising that 
Paul moves it from the top of the Corinthian’s list to 
the bottom of his list. This point will be hammered in 
more decisively in the elaboration found in chapter 
fourteen

chapter 
fourteen, where Paul will make the dramatic decla-
ration, “in church I would rather speak five words with my 
mind, in order to instruct others also, than ten thousand 
words in a tongue” (14:9). The Corinthians had elevated 
to top priority an activity inherently divisive and dis-
ruptive. Paul will limit it to personal use pretty much 
in private, while placing the other activities above 
tongues because they are designed to build up the 
community of faith. 

When Paul listed specific gifts in vv. 8-10, they 
do not match those listed in v. 28: 

This variation in listing strongly suggests random-
ness in listing. Only some of the items overlap. It 
argues against inclusiveness in listing, even with a 
pooling of items from all the lists in Paul’s letters. J. 
Paul Sampley (New Interpreters Bible, iPreach) cor-
rectly amplifies this: 

Paul lists the gifts of the Spirit in 12:4-10, 27-31 
and in Rom 12:3-8. How should we understand these 
lists? Are they intended to be exhaustive? Illustrative? 
The interpretive landmines related to spiritual gifts are 
numerous. First, there is the natural human tendency 
to look at the lists and to check ourselves against 
them, as we check a part to its template, to see how 
(or even whether) the Spirit is working one or more of 
those gifts (charismata) in our own lives. Second, we 

(1) To one is given through 
the Spirit the utterance 
of wisdom, 

(2) and to another the utter-
ance of knowledge ac-
cording to the same 
Spirit, 

(3) to another faith by the 
same Spirit, 

(4) to another gifts of heal-
ing by the one Spirit, 

(5) to another the working of 
miracles, 

(6) to another prophecy, 
(7) to another the discern-

ment of spirits, 
(8) to another various kinds 

of tongues, 
(9) to another the interpre-

tation of tongues. 

first 
(1) apostles, 

second 
(2) prophets, 

third 
(3) teachers; 

then 
(4) deeds of power, 

then 
(5) gifts of healing, 
(6) forms of assistance, 
(7) forms of leadership, 
(8) various kinds of tongues. 

kubernhvsei¿, 
gevnh glwssw÷n. 

forms of leadership, 
various kinds of tongues. 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1+Corinthians+14&section=0&version=nlt&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1co&NavGo=14&NavCurrentChapter=14
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1+Corinthians+14&section=0&version=nlt&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1co&NavGo=14&NavCurrentChapter=14
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could easily assume that the lists exhaust the possi-
bilities of the Spirit’s gifts (see 1 Cor 7:7 for a cha-
risma that is not even in a list); that if one is not an 
apostle or has not been working miracles or healing 
recently, we might conclude that this person is not the 
medium for the Spirit’s working. Third, perhaps that 
one gift more than all the others is the gift of choice. 

The lists do not agree in content. Speaking in 
tongues is not even mentioned in the Romans list. 
Faith, a charisma that, by definition, every believer must 
have, is listed as a gift in 1 Cor 12:9, so no one can 
look at the lists and not see himself or herself reflected 
in them somewhere. 

Although the lists are somewhat tailored to the 
circumstances of the letters in which they are found, 
they are not exhaustive of the ways the Spirit works in 
believers. Rather, they are illustrative. Further, we may 
conclude that, as Paul is at pains to argue in 1 Corin-
thians, no one gift is superior to all of the others and 
that no one gift is the hallmark or telltale sign of one’s 
being a Christian. Likewise, we see that each gift is 
determined and allocated by the Spirit, as the Spirit 
wills, as a means of enriching the community life of 
the believers, and that there is no limit to the number 
of gifts an individual may exhibit. So modern Chris-
tians should view the Pauline lists of gifts as sugges-
tive of the multitude of ways that the Spirit works in 
and through the lives of individuals to enrich the shared 
life and the common good of the believers. 

One final point: The different kinds of spiritual gifts 
should not be isolated from the “different kinds of ser-
vice” and the “different kinds of working” that parallel 
and overlap in 12:4-6. So as modern believers look for 
signs of the Spirit’s working in them, they should not 
look simply at the spiritual gifts; that is only one part 
of the Spirit’s working. They should look also at their 
service as a sign of the Spirit’s expression in them; 
likewise, they should consider also their different ways 
of working along with and through others as yet an-
other sign of the Spirit’s manifesting itself in and through 
them. Like grace, the Spirit works in lives in surprising 
ways, some of which bowl us over with their immedi-
ate power and obviousness while others may seem 
more like Elijah’s “gentle whisper” (1 Kgs 19:12 NIV), 
more like silence than a whirlwind. Believers should 
never underestimate the power or mode of the Spirit’s 
working even if to them its working is neither obvious 
nor overwhelming. Accordingly, in the shared life of 
faith even the actions or deeds that seem the most 
menial and inconsequential may be the medium 
through which the Holy Spirit works to enrich the com-
mon good of the faithful. 
In verses 29 and 30, Paul turns around and asks 

a series of rhetorical questions with the same core 
structure: “Are all -----?” He does not repeat each 
item in his list. Two items in the list are ignored: 6) 
forms of assistance, and (7) forms of leadership. 

Additionally, a question is raised about an item not in 
the list: “Do all interpret?” The point of the series of 
questions is seen in the repeated “all.” Everyone 
doesn’t do one thing. Again, this is intended to dra-
matically emphasize the diversity factor. And the ran-
domness nature of the listing shows up again. 

A few of the items may need some explanation, 
since modern translators will struggle to find accu-
rate and meaningful English words to express them. 

Apostles (ajpostovlou¿), prophets (profhvta¿), and 
teachers (didaskavlou¿) are fairly clear. But dunavmei¿, 
carivsmata ijamavtwn, ajntilhvmyei¿, kubernhvsei¿, gevnh 
glwssw÷n may need some amplification. 

dunavmei¿ (dynameis) is variously translated as 
“miracles” (NASB), “deeds of power” (NRSV), “those 
who do miracles” (NLT), “workers of miracles” (NIV), 
“those who perform miracles” (TEV), and “miracle 
workers” (Message). The most literal translation of 
these is the NRSV, since the Greek word means 
concrete expressions of extraordinary power. But 
generally, this word in the plural form as here simply 
means “miracles.” In that ancient world the avail-
ability of divine expressions of power over disease 
etc. was a critical hope for deliverance from these 
diseases etc. 

Interestingly, at this point in the list Paul moves 
from personal terms -- apostles, prophets, teach-
ers -- to non-personal references -- miracles etc. 
This in part is signaled by the shift in connectors 
from a number to “then.” Some translations ignore 
this indicator of list structure and use personal terms 
consistently through the list. One implication in this 
structure is to further heighten the importance of the 
first three items in the list. 

carivsmata ijamavtwn (charismata iamaton = gifts 
of healing) is closely connected to the previous des-
ignation of miracles. Not much distinction between 
these two would have been understood at that time. 

ajntilhvmyei¿ (antilempseis) has a possible vari-
ety of meanings around the core idea of “helping,” 
as Thieselton (NIGTC) summarizes: 

There are three clear choices in the translation and 
meaning of the word in 12:28. Either it means (i) helpful 
deeds (as in BAGD and Dunn) in the most vague and 
general sense; or it means (ii) the help and support 
for those in need traditionally associated in later church 
history with the ministry of deacons (as in Grimm- 
Thayer, Chrysostom, Calvin, Meyer, Heinrici, and Lang) 
(but against J. N. Collins); or (iii) its context in the 
rhetorical function of body means support in the sense 
in which in modern cultures we speak of support staff, 
i.e., in the plural kinds of administrative support 
(as, in effect, Robertson and Plummer). 
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Consequently, the translations will vary from 
“helps” (NASB), to “forms of assistance” (NRSV), 
to “those who can help others” (NLT), to “those 
able to help others” (NIV), “to help others” (TEV), 
to “helpers” (Message). Very possibly Paul had 
in mind the ministry to orphans and widows 
among others. 

kubernhvsei¿ (kyberneseis) has to do with 
leadership and administrative skills. Its non-religious 
usage often was to refer to the piloting of a ship. As 
Thieselton (NIGTC) observes: 

 we translate kubernhvsei¿  as the ability to formulate 
strategies. To be sure, kubernhvsi¿ in the singular 
often means leadership. Collins understands the term 
to denote leaders with “some kind of directive 
activity.”139 Hence the plural, forms of leadership 
(NRSV), is broadly acceptable on grounds of Greek 
lexicography and reflects AV/KJV’s and RV’s 
governments. But is this translation sufficiently 
context-specific, given the nuances of the word in 
various texts? One aspect, namely the one discussed 
under (f), is expressed by NIV’s administration, and 
it is useful, if not entirely adequate, to find this 
component underlined in the NIV. It is utterly without 
warrant for Fee to comment that “‘administration skills’ 
… is probably a far cry from what Paul had in mind.”140 
Again, the more a person longs to preach and to 
teach, the more conscious he or she becomes of the 
need for others to give structural support (e.g., who 
will “follow up” what events, and when, and has it 
been done?) however primitive the structures or small 
the community. 

One issue arises about these last two gifts in 
particular with attempts to apply them to a modern 
church setting: are they generalized references or 
do they apply just to a modern church staff? Since 
the early church had no such thing as a church staff 
which is largely based on a distinction between 
clergy and laity, they must be understood in 
generalized terms. In the structure of a house church, 
which was the first century organizational structure, 
Paul is simply alluding to individuals within the group 
that potentially would have skills in these particular 
areas. 

gevnh glwssw÷n (gene glosson) is rendered 
“various kinds of tongues” by the NRSV and NASB, 
and “different kinds of tongues” by the NIV. Other 
translations gloss over the first word and merely 
translate it as “tongues” with some adjective like 
“strange” or “unknown.” The first approach is more 
accurate. Probably Paul is alluding to estatic speech, 
but recognizing variations of it. By nature, “tongues” 
are an individual speaking to God, over against 

prophecy, preaching, and teaching being a speaking 
from God to others. Exactly what kinds of variations 
Paul had in mind is unclear, and is debated among 
scholars. That Paul has in mind here estatic speech 
is hardly questionable. How does this have 
variations? Probably the variations have individual 
expression traits as much as anything. But possibly 
he also sees levels between the “speech of angels” 
in 13:1 and the frenzied expressions that seriously 
disturb visitors at the assembly (14:23). 

How do we connect all this to our world? One 
approach to avoid is that of patristic Christianity. The 
early church fathers took these lists as setting up 
an organizational structure for the church. The 
concept of apostolic succession is derived in part 
from taking these lists this way. In no way can one 
deduce from these lists an organizational chart for 
how to set up a church staff! 

Another approach to studiously avoid is the 
shallow and irrelevant “quests for my gift” mentality 
present among some evangelicals today. The only 
Pauline admonition to seek comes in verse 31 where 
the quest is not for these gifts mentioned in chapter 
twelve. But the how to books on finding your gifts 
abound in some circles. This represents a horrible 
twisting of Paul’s discussion. For Paul, the issue is 
using what God has given you, not trying to find your 
gift. To “seek” rather than to “use” is a serious 
distortion of Paul’s concern. 

Gifts are ministry and actions as defined in 12:4- 
6, not some mystical experience with God either at 
conversion or subsequently. They grow out of our 
talents and training and express devoted service to 
God under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Once 
we open ourselves to obedient service intended to 
build up God’s church, the Holy Spirit will open those 
proper doors of ministry allowing us to make a 
worthwhile contribution to this edification of the 
people of God. The key is dedication and involvement 
in service. The doors open up on the playing field, 
not up in the stands. 

The unity of God’s people is a top priority. But it 
is unity, not uniformity. The diversity of giftedness 
among the community of faith is something to be 
acknowledged and cherished. This includes 
respecting the value of each gift, and thus avoiding 
spiritual elitism. But it is to acknowledge that some 
contributions have a more visibly prominent place 
in the community. Yet, this doesn’t make the others 
any less important, in the final analysis, for all are 
needed. The sense of oneness transcends the 
differences to point to a common goal: edifying the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_succession
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church. It is achieved through the presence and 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

The lists here in chapter twelve only suggest 
possibilities of contribution. They do not define the 
limits of contribution. Anyone knowing the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit understands the frequent twists 
and turns that the Spirit of God will take one in 
ministry contribution. Most of these can never be 
anticipated. To make these lists definitive of all 
possible spiritual gifts is to attempt to draw a box 
around the Holy Spirit and then limit His leadership 

to inside that box. Not only is such impossible to do, 
it borders on the blasphemous. Our God can never 
be so defined! He’s too great and powerful for that. 

What is the bottom line of these verses for each 
of us? It is this: open yourself to the marvelous 
possibilities of ministry that God has in mind for you. 
He knows how to position you to contribute in the 
unique way that you are “gifted” to do. Let Him lead 
you in the midst of obedient service. Just sit back 
and watch what great things our God can do! 

 c. Better Gifts, v. 31 

Greek NT 
zhlou÷te de; ta; 

carivsmata ta; meivzona. 
Kai; e[ti kaq j uJperbolh;n 
oJdo;n uJmi÷n deinknumi. 

NASB 
But earnestly desire the 

greater gifts. And I show 
you a still more excellent 
way. 

NRSV 
But strive for the 

greater gifts. And I will 
show you a still more ex-
cellent way. 

NLT 
And in any event, you 

should desire the most 
helpful gifts. First, how-
ever, let me tell you about 
something else that is 
better than any of them! Notes: 

Several interpretive questions are present in this 
rather short verse comprised of two sentences. 

First, do both sentences bring 12:1-30 to a cli-
max? Or do both sentences introduce the discus-
sion on love as the greatest gift in chapter thirteen? 

Second, is it possible for the first sentence to be 
linked to chapter twelve and the second sentence to 
belong to chapter thirteen? 

How these two sentences are understood con-
textually will largely determine their meaning. The 
second sentence, “And I will show you a still more 
excellent way,” is pretty obviously linked to chapter 
thirteen. Most printed Greek texts link the second 
sentence with what follows. Paul promises to ex-
plain to them the path that is beyond excellence. This 
is the path of love that he describes in the next chap-
ter. 

The unclear issue is what are the “greater gifts” 
(ta; carivsmata ta; meivzona) mentioned in the first sen-
tence. Also, is zhlou÷te describing what they were 
already doing, or, is it admonishing them to seek 
something different? The Greek verb spelling can 
mean either “you are seeking,” or “seek.” If the former 
is the intended meaning, the Paul is referring back 
almost sarcastically to their seeking of the gift of 
tongues as the “greatest gift.” If so, then the second 
sentence on the better path becomes his challenge 
to these misguided Corinthians to “get their act to-
gether” in terms of what gifts were all about and thus 
how the various gifts should sort themselves out. 

Most translators will take zhlou÷te as an impera-

tive verb with the meaning “seek.” The ironical mean-
ing of this as an admonition is still possible and has 
the tone of “you really ought to seek...” over against 
an implied “you haven’t been seeking properly.”  The 
ironical meaning will point “the greater gifts” toward 
faith, hope and love in chapter thirteen. This is over 
against “greater gifts” alluding back to the three gifts 
at the top of the prioritized list in 12:28: apostles, 
prophets, teachers. Given the New Testament defi-
nition of “apostles” as exclusively referring to the origi-
nal Twelve and to Paul, the idea of seeking to be an 
apostle seems to be totally out of bounds. This is 
especially so as something that Paul would urge the 
Corinthians to seek after. To seek to be a prophet 
also seems incompatible with NT definition of prophet 
in the early church. To aspire to be a teacher seems 
more plausible, but then comes the warning in 
James 3:1 against people seeking to become teach-
ers: “Not many of you should become teachers, my broth-
ers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be 
judged with greater strictness.” James didn’t encour-
age people to aspire to become teachers. It’s highly 
unlikely that Paul is doing that here. 

Consequently, the better understanding -- in my 
estimation -- is that Paul admonishes the Corinthians 
to seek the best gifts of faith, hope and love. They 
needed to refocus their aspirations away from what 
brought them attention and supposed spiritual su-
periority. Instead, they needed to focus on those quali-
ties that pushed them into gifted service. We would 
do well to follow that same path. 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=james+3&section=0&version=nrs&new=1&oq=&NavBook=1co&NavGo=14&NavCurrentChapter=14
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Greek NT 
12Ú27  @Umei÷¿ dev ejste 

sw÷ma Cristou÷ kai; mevlh 
ejk mevrou¿.   12Ú28  kai; 
ou}¿ me;n e[qeto oJ qeo;¿ ejn 
th÷ /  e jkklhsiva/ prw÷ton 
ajpostovlou¿, deuvteron 
profhvta¿, tri vton 
didaskavlou¿, e[peita 
dunavmei¿, e [peita 
carivsmata i jamavtwn, 
ajntilhvmyei¿, 
kubernhvsei¿, gevnh 
glwssw÷n.   12Ú29  mh; 
pavnte¿ ajpovstoloi_  mh; 
pavnte¿ profh÷tai_  mh; 
pavnte¿ didavskaloi_  mh; 
pavnte¿ dunavmei¿_   12Ú30 
mh; pavnte¿ carivsmata 
e[cousin ijamavtwn_  mh; 
pavnte¿ glwvssai¿ 
lalou÷sin_  mh; pavnte¿ 
diermhneuvousin_   12Ú31 
zhlou÷te de; ta; carivsmata 
ta; meivzona. Kai; e[ti kaq j 
uJperbolh;n oJdo;n uJmi÷n 
deinknumi. 

NASB 
27 Now you are 

Christ's body, and indi-
vidually members of it. 28 
And God has appointed 
in the church, first 
apostles, second proph-
ets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, adminis-
trations, various kinds of 
tongues. 29 All are not 
apostles, are they? All are 
not prophets, are they? All 
are not teachers, are 
they? All are not workers 
of miracles, are they? 30 
All do not have gifts of 
healings, do they? All do 
not speak with tongues, 
do they? All do not inter-
pret, do they? 31 But ear-
nestly desire the greater 
gifts. And I show you a 
still more excellent way. 

NRSV 
27 Now you are the 

body of Christ and indi-
vidually members of it. 28 
And God has appointed 
in the church first 
apostles, second proph-
ets, third teachers; then 
deeds of power, then gifts 
of healing, forms of as-
sistance, forms of lead-
ership, various kinds of 
tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all proph-
ets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? 30 Do 
all possess gifts of heal-
ing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all inter-
pret? 31 But strive for the 
greater gifts. And I will 
show you a still more ex-
cellent way. 

NLT 
27 Now all of you to-

gether are Christ's body, 
and each one of you is a 
separate and necessary 
part of it. 28 Here is a list 
of some of the members 
that God has placed in 
the body of Christ: first 
are apostles, second are 
prophets, third are 
teachers, then those 
who do miracles, those 
who have the gift of heal-
ing, those who can help 
others, those who can 
get others to work to-
gether, those who speak 
in unknown languages. 
29 Is everyone an 
apostle? Of course not. 
Is everyone a prophet? 
No. Are all teachers? 
Does everyone have the 
power to do miracles? 30 
Does everyone have the 
gift of healing? Of course 
not. Does God give all of 
us the ability to speak in 
unknown languages? 
Can everyone interpret 
unknown languages? 
No! 31 And in any event, 
you should desire the 
most helpful gifts. First, 
however, let me tell you 
about something else 
that is better than any of 
them! 

TEV 
 27 All of you are 

Christ's body, and each 
one is a part of it. 28 In 
the church God has put 
all in place: in the first 
place apostles, in the 
second place prophets, 
and in the third place 
teachers; then those 
who perform miracles, 
followed by those who 
are given the power to 
heal or to help others or 
to direct them or to 
speak in strange 
tongues. 29 They are not 
all apostles or prophets 
or teachers. Not every-
one has the power to 
work miracles 30 or to 
heal diseases or to 
speak in strange tongues 
or to explain what is said. 
31 Set your hearts, then, 
on the more important 

NIV 
27 Now you are the 

body of Christ, and each 
one of you is a part of it. 
28 And in the church God 
has appointed first of all 
apostles, second proph-
ets, third teachers, then 
workers of miracles, also 
those having gifts of heal-
ing, those able to help 
others, those with gifts of 
administration, and those 
speaking in different 
kinds of tongues. 29 Are 
all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teach-
ers? Do all work 
miracles? 30 Do all have 
gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31 But eagerly 
desire the greater gifts. 

Message 
27 You are Christ's 

body - that's who you 
are! You must never for-
get this. Only as you ac-
cept your part of that 
body does your "part" 
mean anything. 28 You're 
familiar with some of the 
parts that God has 
formed in his church, 
which is his "body": 
apostles prophets teach-
ers miracle workers heal-
ers helpers organizers 
those who pray in 
tongues. 29 But it's obvi-
ous by now, isn't it, that 
Christ's church is a com-
plete Body and not a gi-
gantic, unidimensional 
Part? It's not all Apostle, 
not all Prophet, not all 
Miracle Worker, 30 not all 
Healer, not all Prayer in 
Tongues, not all Inter-

preter of Tongues. 31 
And yet some of you 
keep competing for so- 
called "important" parts. 
But now I want to lay out 
a far better way for you. 

gifts. 
Best of all, however, is 

the following way. 

-------------------------- 

-------------------------- 
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Greek NT 
27      de; 

1    {Umei÷¿ ejste sw÷ma Cristou÷ 
                kai; 
            mevlh ejk mevrou¿. 

28      kai; 
2 ou}¿ me;n e[qeto oJ qeo;¿ 

           ejn th÷/ ejkklhsiva/ 
    prw÷ton 
 ajpostovlou¿, 
    deuvteron 
 profhvta¿, 
    trivton 
 didaskavlou¿, 
    e[peita 
 dunavmei¿, 
    e[peita 
 carivsmata ijamavtwn, 
 ajntilhvmyei¿, 
 kubernhvsei¿, 
 gevnh glwssw÷n. 

3 29 mh; pavnte¿ ajpovstoloi_ 

4 mh; pavnte¿ profh÷tai_ 

5 mh; pavnte¿ didavskaloi_ 

6 mh; pavnte¿ dunavmei¿_ 

7 30 mh; pavnte¿ carivsmata e[cousin ijamavtwn_ 

8 mh; pavnte¿ glwvssai¿ lalou÷sin_ 

9 mh; pavnte¿ diermhneuvousin_ 

31      de; 
10 zhlou÷te ta; carivsmata ta; meivzona. 
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Greek NT 
12Ú4  Diairevsei¿ de; 

carismavtwn eijsivn, to; de; 
aujto; pneu÷ma:   12Ú5  kai; 
diairevsei¿ diakoniw÷n 
ei jsin, kai; o J aujto ;¿ 
kuvrio¿:   12Ú6  kai; 
diairevsei¿ 
ejnerghmavtwn eijsivn, oJ de; 
aujto;¿ qeov¿ oJ ejnergw÷n ta; 
pavnta ejn pa÷sin.   12Ú7 
eJkavstw/ de; divdotai hJ 
fanevrwsi¿ tou÷ 
pneuvmato¿ pro;¿ to;  
sumfevron.   12Ú8  w|/ me;n 
ga;r dia; tou÷ pneuvmato¿ 
divdotai lovgo¿ sofiva¿, 
a[llw/ de; lovgo¿ gnwvsew¿ 
kata; to; aujto; pneu÷ma, 
12Ú9  eJtevrw/ pivsti¿ ejn tw÷/ 
aujtw÷/ pneuvmati, a[llw/ de; 
carivsmata ijamavtwn ejn 
tw÷/ eJni; pneuvmati,  12Ú10 
a[llw/ de; ejnerghvmata 
dunavmewn, a[llw/ ªde;º 
profhteiva, a[llw/ ªde;º 
diakrivsei¿ pneumavtwn, 
eJtevrw/ gevnh glwssw÷n, 
a[llw/ de; e Jrmhneiva 
glwssw÷n:   12Ú11  pavnta 
de; tau÷ta ejnergei÷ to; e}n 
kai; to; aujto; pneu÷ma 
diairou÷n ijdiva/ eJkavstw/ 
kaqw;¿ bouvletai. 

NASB 
4 Now there are vari-

eties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. 5 And there 
are varieties of minis-
tries, and the same 
Lord. 6 There are variet-
ies of effects, but the 
same God who works all 
things in all persons. 7 
But to each one is given 
the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common 
good. 8 For to one is 
given the word of wis-
dom through the Spirit, 
and to another the word 
of knowledge according 
to the same Spirit; 9 to 
another faith by the 
same Spirit, and to an-
other gifts of healing by 
the one Spirit, 10 and to 
another the effecting of 
miracles, and to another 
prophecy, and to another 
the distinguishing of spir-
its, to another various 
kinds of tongues, and to 
another the interpreta-
tion of tongues. 11 But 
one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, 
distributing to each one 
individually just as He 
wills. 

NRSV 
4 Now there are variet-

ies of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; 6 and 
there are varieties of ac-
tivities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of 
them in everyone. 7 To 
each is given the mani-
festation of the Spirit for 
the common good. 8 To 
one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wis-
dom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge 
according to the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to an-
other gifts of healing by 
the one Spirit, 10 to an-
other the working of 
miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 
11 All these are activated 
by one and the same 
Spirit, who allots to each 
one individually just as 
the Spirit chooses. 

NLT 
4 Now there are differ-

ent kinds of spiritual gifts, 
but it is the same Holy 
Spirit who is the source 
of them all. 5 There are 
different kinds of service 
in the church, but it is the 
same Lord we are serv-
ing. 6 There are different 
ways God works in our 
lives, but it is the same 
God who does the work 
through all of us. 7 A spiri-
tual gift is given to each 
of us as a means of help-
ing the entire church. 8 
To one person the Spirit 
gives the ability to give 
wise advice; to another 
he gives the gift of spe-
cial knowledge. 9 The 
Spirit gives special faith 
to another, and to some-
one else he gives the 
power to heal the sick. 10 
He gives one person the 
power to perform 
miracles, and to another 
the ability to prophesy. He 
gives someone else the 
ability to know whether it 
is really the Spirit of God 
or another spirit that is 
speaking. Still another 
person is given the abil-
ity to speak in unknown 
languages, F61 and an-
other is given the ability 
to interpret what is being 
said. 11 It is the one and 
only Holy Spirit who dis-
tributes these gifts. He 
alone decides which gift 
each person should 
have. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
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1 Cor. 12:4-11 
Greek NT Diagramed 

4      de; 
1 Diairevsei¿ carismavtwn eijsivn, 

     de; 
2 to; aujto; pneu÷ma: 

5      kai; 
3 diairevsei¿ diakoniw÷n eijsin, 

     kai; 
4 oJ aujto;¿ kuvrio¿: 

6      kai; 
5 diairevsei¿ ejnerghmavtwn eijsivn, 

     de; 
6 oJ aujto;¿ qeov¿ 

           oJ ejnergw÷n ta; pavnta ejn pa÷sin. 

7      de; 
7 eJkavstw/ divdotai hJ fanevrwsi¿ tou÷ pneuvmato¿ 

          pro;¿ to; sumfevron. 

8      ga;r 
       me;n 
       dia; tou÷ pneuvmato¿ 

8 w|/...divdotai lovgo¿ sofiva¿, 
     de; 

9 a[llw/ (divdotai) lovgo¿ gnwvsew¿ 
         kata; to; aujto; pneu÷ma, 

10 9 eJtevrw/ (divdotai) pivsti¿ 
        ejn tw÷/ aujtw÷/ pneuvmati, 
     de; 

11 a[llw/ (divdotai) carivsmata ijamavtwn 
         ejn tw÷/ eJni; pneuvmati, 

10      de; 
12 a[llw/ (divdotai) ejnerghvmata dunavmewn, 

     de; 
13 a[llw/ (divdotai) profhteiva, 

     de; 
14 a[llw/ (divdotai) diakrivsei¿ pneumavtwn, 

15 eJtevrw/ (divdotai) gevnh glwssw÷n, 
     de; 

16 a[llw/ (divdotai) eJrmhneiva glwssw÷n: 
11      de; 

17 pavnta tau÷ta ejnergei÷ to; e}n kai; to; aujto; pneu÷ma 
                                         diairou÷n ijdiva/ eJkavstw/ 
                                            kaqw;¿ bouvletai. 



Page 15 of 1Cor. 12:27-31 Bible Study 

Greek NT 
12:1  Parakalw÷ ou\n 

uJma÷¿, ajdelfoiv, dia; tw÷n 
oi jktirmw÷n tou÷ qeou÷ 
parasth÷sai ta; swvmata 
uJmw÷n qusivan zw÷san aJgivan 
eujavreston tw÷/ qew÷/, th;n 
logikh;n latreivan uJmw÷n: 
12:2  kai; mh; 
suschmativzesqe tw÷/ aijw÷ni 
touvtw/, a jlla; 
metamorfou÷sqe th÷ /  
ajnakainwvsei tou÷ noov¿ eij¿ 
to; dokimavzein uJma÷¿ tiv to; 
qevlhma tou÷ qeou÷, to; 
ajgaqo;n kai; eujavreston 
kai; tevleion. 

 12:3  Levgw ga;r dia; 
th÷¿ cavrito¿ th÷¿ doqeivsh¿ 
moi panti; tw÷/ o[nti ejn uJmi÷n 
mh; uJperfronei÷n par! o} 
dei÷ fronei÷n ajlla; fronei÷n 
eij¿ to; swfronei÷n, eJkavstw/ 
wJ¿ o J qeo;¿ e jmevrisen 
mevtron pivstew¿.   12:4 
kaqavper ga;r e jn e Jni ; 
swvmati polla; mevlh 
e[comen, ta; de; mevlh pavnta 
ouj th;n aujth;n e[cei pra÷xin, 
12:5  ou{tw¿ oiJ polloi; e}n 
sw÷mav ejsmen ejn Cristw÷/, 
to; de; kaq! ei|¿ ajllhvlwn 
mevlh.   12:6  e[conte¿ de; 
carivsmata kata; th;n 
cavrin th;n doqei÷san hJmi÷n 
diavfora, ei[te profhteivan 
kata; th;n ajnalogivan th÷¿ 
pi vstew¿,  12:7  ei [te 
diakonivan ejn th÷/ diakoniva/ 
, ei[te oJ didavskwn ejn th÷/ 
didaskaliva/,  12:8  ei[te oJ 
parakalw÷n e jn th÷ /  
paraklhvsei:  o J 
metadidou;¿ ejn aJplovthti, 
o J proi >stavmeno¿ ejn 
spoudh÷ / , o J e jlew÷n e jn 
iJlarovthti. 

NASB 
1 Therefore I urge you, 

brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiri-
tual service of worship. 
2 And do not be con-
formed to this world, but 
be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, 
so that you may prove 
what the will of God is, 
that which is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

3 For through the 
grace given to me I say 
to everyone among you 
not to think more highly 
of himself than he ought 
to think; but to think so 
as to have sound judg-
ment, as God has allot-
ted to each a measure 
of faith. 4 For just as we 
have many members in 
one body and all the 
members do not have 
the same function, 5 so 
we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and 
individually members 
one of another. 6 Since 
we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace 
given to us, each of us 
is to exercise them ac-
cordingly: if prophecy, 
according to the propor-
tion of his faith; 7 if ser-
vice, in his serving; or he 
who teaches, in his 
teaching; 8 or he who 
exhorts, in his exhorta-
tion; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, 
with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with 
cheerfulness. 

NRSV 
1 I appeal to you there-

fore, brothers and sis-
ters, by the mercies of 
God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacri-
fice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2 Do 
not be conformed to this 
world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is 
the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and 
perfect. 

3 For by the grace 
given to me I say to ev-
eryone among you not to 
think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to 
think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each 
according to the mea-
sure of faith that God has 
assigned. 4 For as in one 
body we have many 
members, and not all the 
members have the 
same function, 5 so we, 
who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and indi-
vidually we are members 
one of another. 6 We 
have gifts that differ ac-
cording to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7 min-
istry, in ministering; the 
teacher, in teaching; 8 the 
exhorter, in exhortation; 
the giver, in generosity; 
the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 

NLT 
1 And so, dear brothers 

and sisters, I plead with 
you to give your bodies to 
God. Let them be a living 
and holy sacrifice – the 
kind he will accept. When 
you think of what he has 
done for you, is this too 
much to ask? 2 Don't 
copy the behavior and 
customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into 
a new person by chang-
ing the way you think. 
Then you will know what 
God wants you to do, and 
you will know how good 
and pleasing and perfect 
his will really is. 

3 As God's messenger, 
I give each of you this 
warning: Be honest in 
your estimate of your-
selves, measuring your 
value by how much faith 
God has given you. 4 Just 
as our bodies have many 
parts and each part has 
a special function, 5 so it 
is with Christ's body. We 
are all parts of his one 
body, and each of us has 
different work to do. And 
since we are all one body 
in Christ, we belong to 
each other, and each of 
us needs all the others. 6 
God has given each of us 
the ability to do certain 
things well. So if God has 
given you the ability to 
prophesy, speak out 
when you have faith that 
God is speaking through 
you. 7 If your gift is that of 
serving others, serve 
them well. If you are a 
teacher, do a good job of 
teaching. 8 If your gift is 
to encourage others, do 
it! If you have money, 
share it generously. If God 
has given you leadership 
ability, take the responsi-
bility seriously. And if you 
have a gift for showing 
kindness to others, do it 
gladly. 

Rom 12:1-8 
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Rom 12:1-8 
Greek NT Diagram 

12:1      ou\n 
(1) Parakalw÷ uJma÷¿ 

     ajdelfoiv, 
                 dia; tw÷n oijktirmw÷n tou÷ qeou÷ 
              parasth÷sai ta; swvmata uJmw÷n 
                             qusivan 
                                zw÷san 
                                aJgivan 
                                eujavreston tw÷/ qew÷/, 
               th;n logikh;n latreivan uJmw÷n: 

12:2      kai; 
(2)̀ mh; suschmativzesqe tw÷/ aijw÷ni touvtw/, 

     ajlla; 
(3) metamorfou÷sqe 

   th÷/ ajnakainwvsei tou÷ noov¿ 
   eij¿ to; dokimavzein uJma÷¿ 
                     tiv to; qevlhma tou÷ qeou÷, 
                            to; ajgaqo;n 
                                    kai; 
                               eujavreston 
                                    kai; 
                               tevleion. 

12:3      ga;r 
(4) Levgw 

   dia; th÷¿ cavrito¿ th÷¿ doqeivsh¿ moi 
   panti; tw÷/ o[nti ejn uJmi÷n 

      mh; uJperfronei÷n 
            par! o} dei÷ fronei÷n 
                          ajlla; 
                       fronei÷n 
                          eij¿ to; swfronei÷n, 
            eJkavstw/ 
               wJ¿ oJ qeo;¿ ejmevrisen mevtron pivstew¿. 

12:4      ga;r 
                                            ejn eJni; swvmati 
                     kaqavper..polla; mevlh e[comen, 
                                   de; 
                              ta; mevlh pavnta ouj th;n aujth;n e[cei pra÷xin, 

12:5                      ou{tw¿ 
(5) oiJ polloi; e}n sw÷mav ejsmen 

                     ejn Cristw÷/, 
     de; 

(6) to; kaq! ei|¿ ajllhvlwn mevlh. 

12:6      de; 
    e[conte¿ carivsmata...diavfora, 
       kata; th;n cavrin th;n doqei÷san hJmi÷n 
    ei[te profhteivan (e[comen) 

(7) (e[cwmen aujth;n) 
    kata; th;n ajnalogivan th÷¿ pivstew¿, 



Page 17 of 1Cor. 12:27-31 Bible Study 

12:7     ei[te diakonivan (e[comen) 
(8) (e[cwmen aujth;n) 

    ejn th÷/ diakoniva/, 

    ei[te oJ didavskwn 
(9) (ejcevtw aujto;) 

    ejn th÷/ didaskaliva/, 

12:8     ei[te oJ parakalw÷n 
(10) (ejcevtw aujto;) 

    ejn th÷/ paraklhvsei: 

    (ei[te) oJ metadidou;¿ 
(11) (ejcevtw aujto;) 

    ejn aJplovthti, 

    (ei[te) oJ proi>stavmeno¿ 
(12) (ejcevtw aujto;) 

    ejn spoudh÷/, 

    (ei[te) oJ ejlew÷n 
(13) (ejcevtw aujto;) 

    ejn iJlarovthti. 
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Eph. 4:7-16 

Greek NT 
ã4Ú7Ã @Eni; de; eJkavstw/ 

hJmw'n ejdovqh hJ cavri" kata; 
to; mevtron th'" dwrea'" tou' 
Cristou'.  ã4Ú8Ã dio; levgei, 
!Anaba;" ei j" u {yo" hj /  
cmalwvteusen 
ai jcmalwsivan, e [dwken 
dovmata toi'" ajnqrwvpoi". 
4Ú9Ã to; de; !Anevbh tiv ejstin, 
eij mh; o{ti kai; katevbh eij" 
ta; katwvtera ªmevrhº th'" 
gh'"_  ã4Ú10Ã oJ kataba;" 
aujtov" ejstin kai; oJ ajnaba;" 
u Jperavnw pavntwn tw'n 
oujranw'n, i{na plhrwvsh/ ta; 
pavnta.  ã4Ú11Ã kai; aujto;" 
e [dwken tou;" me;n 
ajpostovlou", tou;" de; 
profhvta", tou;" de; 
eujaggelistav", tou;" de; 
poimevna" kai; 
didaskavlou", ã4Ú12Ã pro;" 
to;n katartismo;n tw'n 
aJgi vwn ei j" e [rgon 
diakoniva", eij" oijkodomh;n 
tou' swvmato" tou' Cristou', 
ã4Ú13Ã mevcri 
katanthvswmen oiJ pavnte" 
ei j" th;n e Jnovthta th'" 
pi vstew" kai; th '" 
ejpignwvsew" tou' uiJou' tou' 
qeou', eij" a[ndra tevleion, 
eij" mevtron hJlikiva" tou' 
plhrwvmato" tou' Cristou', 
ã4Ú14Ã i{na mhkevti w\men 
nhvpioi, kludwnizovmenoi 
kai; periferovmenoi panti; 
ajnevmw/ th'" didaskaliva" ejn 
th'/ kubeiva/ tw'n ajnqrwvpwn, 
ejn panourgiva/ pro;" th;n 
meqodeivan th'" plavnh", 
ã4Ú15Ã ajlhqeuvonte" de; ejn 
ajgavph/ aujxhvswmen eij" 
aujto;n ta; pavnta, o{" ejstin 
hJ kefalhv, Cristov", ã4Ú16Ã 
e jx ou| pa'n to; sw'ma 
sunarmologouvmenon kai; 
sumbibazovmenon dia; pavsh" 
aJfh'" th'" ejpicorhgiva" kat! 
ejnevrgeian ejn mevtrw/ eJno;" 
e Jkavstou mevrou" th;n 
au[xhsin tou' swvmato" 
poiei'tai eij" oijkodomh;n 
eJautou' ejn ajgavph/. 

NASB 
7 But to each one of us 

grace was given accord-
ing to the measure of 
Christ's gift. 8 Therefore 
it says, "WHEN HE AS-
CENDED ON HIGH, HE 
LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF 
CAPTIVES, AND HE 
GAVE GIFTS TO MEN." 9 
(Now this expression, "He 
ascended," what does it 
mean except that He also 
had descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? 
10 He who descended is 
Himself also He who as-
cended far above all the 
heavens, so that He might 
fill all things.) 11 And He 
gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, 
and some as evangelists, 
and some as pastors and 
teachers, 12 for the 
equipping of the saints for 
the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of 
Christ; 13 until we all at-
tain to the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, 
to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature 
which belongs to the full-
ness of Christ. 14 As a re-
sult, we are no longer to 
be children, tossed here 
and there by waves and 
carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, by crafti-
ness in deceitful schem-
ing; 15 but speaking the 
truth in love, we are to 
grow up in all aspects into 
Him who is the head, 
even Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, 
being fitted and held to-
gether by what every joint 
supplies, according to the 
proper working of each 
individual part, causes the 
growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love. 

NRSV 
7 But each of us was 

given grace according to 
the measure of Christ's 
gift. 8 Therefore it is said, 
"When he ascended on 
high he made captivity it-
self a captive; he gave 
gifts to his people." 9 
(When it says, "He as-
cended," what does it 
mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower 
parts of the earth? 10 He 
who descended is the 
same one who ascended 
far above all the heavens, 
so that he might fill all 
things.) 11 The gifts he 
gave were that some 
would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evange-
lists, some pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip the 
saints for the work of min-
istry, for building up the 
body of Christ, 13 until all 
of us come to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, 
to maturity, to the mea-
sure of the full stature of 
Christ. 14 We must no 
longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and blown 
about by every wind of 
doctrine, by people's 
trickery, by their craftiness 
in deceitful scheming. 15 
But speaking the truth in 
love, we must grow up in 
every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, 16 
from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit to-
gether by every ligament 
with which it is equipped, 
as each part is working 
properly, promotes the 
body's growth in building 
itself up in love. 

NLT 
7 However, he has 

given each one of us a 
special gift according to 
the generosity of Christ. 
8 That is why the Scrip-
tures say, "When he as-
cended to the heights, he 
led a crowd of captives 
and gave gifts to his 
people." F5 9 Notice that 
it says "he ascended." 
This means that Christ 
first came down to the 
lowly world in which we 
live. F6 10 The same one 
who came down is the one 
who ascended higher 
than all the heavens, so 
that his rule might fill the 
entire universe. 11 He is 
the one who gave these 
gifts to the church: the 
apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, and the 
pastors and teachers. 12 
Their responsibility is to 
equip God's people to do 
his work and build up the 
church, the body of 
Christ, 13 until we come 
to such unity in our faith 
and knowledge of God's 
Son that we will be mature 
and full grown in the Lord, 
measuring up to the full 
stature of Christ. 14 Then 
we will no longer be like 
children, forever chang-
ing our minds about what 
we believe because 
someone has told us 
something different or 
because someone has 
cleverly lied to us and 
made the lie sound like 
the truth. 15 Instead, we 
will hold to the truth in 
love, becoming more and 
more in every way like 
Christ, who is the head of 
his body, the church. 16 
Under his direction, the 
whole body is fitted to-
gether perfectly. As each 
part does its own special 
work, it helps the other 
parts grow, so that the 
whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love. 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=eph+4&section=2&version=nrs&new=1&oq=prophet
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4Ú7      de; 
1    @Eni; eJkavstw/ hJmw÷n ejdovqh hJ cavri¿ 

                   kata; to; mevtron th÷¿ dwrea÷¿ tou÷ Cristou÷. 

4Ú8      dio; 
2 levgei, 

        !Anaba;¿ eij¿ u{yo¿ 
 a       hj/cmalwvteusen aijcmalwsivan, 
 b       e[dwken dovmata toi÷¿ ajnqrwvpoi¿. 

4Ú9      de; 
3 to; !Anevbh tiv ejstin, 

                eij mh; o{ti kai; katevbh 
                                 eij¿ ta; katwvtera ªmevrhº th÷¿ gh÷¿_ 

4 4Ú10 oJ kataba;¿ aujtov¿ ejstin kai; oJ ajnaba;¿ uJperavnw pavntwn tw÷n oujranw÷n, 
                   i{na plhrwvsh/ ta; pavnta. 

4Ú11      kai; 
5 aujto;¿ e[dwken tou;¿ me;n ajpostovlou¿, 

                  de; 
             tou;¿ profhvta¿, 
                  de; 
             tou;¿ eujaggelistav¿, 
                  de; 
             tou;¿ poimevna¿ kai; didaskavlou¿, 

4Ú12          pro;¿ to;n katartismo;n tw÷n aJgivwn 
                     eij¿ e[rgon diakoniva¿, 
                                  eij¿ oijkodomh;n tou÷ swvmato¿ tou÷ Cristou÷, 

4Ú13          mevcri katanthvswmen oiJ pavnte¿ 
                  eij¿ th;n eJnovthta th÷¿ pivstew¿ 
                                       kai; 
                                  th÷¿ ejpignwvsew¿ 
                                         tou÷ uiJou÷ tou÷ qeou÷, 
                  eij¿ a[ndra tevleion, 
                  eij¿ mevtron hJlikiva¿ tou÷ plhrwvmato¿ tou÷ Cristou÷, 

4Ú14          i{na mhkevti w\men nhvpioi, 
                       kludwnizovmenoi 
                            kai; 
                       periferovmenoi panti; ajnevmw/ th÷¿ didaskaliva¿ 
                          ejn th÷/ kubeiva/ tw÷n ajnqrwvpwn, 
                          ejn panourgiva/ 
                          pro;¿ th;n meqodeivan th÷¿ plavnh¿, 

4Ú15                                de; 

Eph. 4:7-16 Diagramed 
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                ajlhqeuvonte¿ 
                ejn ajgavph/ 
         --- aujxhvswmen 
                eij¿ aujto;n ta; pavnta, 
                       o{¿ ejstin hJ kefalhv, Cristov¿, 

4Ú16                        ejx ou| pa÷n to; sw÷ma 
                                                      sunarmologouvmenon 
                                                           kai; 
                                                      sumbibazovmenon 
                                                      dia; pavsh¿ aJfh÷¿ 
                                                             th÷¿ ejpicorhgiva¿ 
                                                      kat! ejnevrgeian 
                                                      ejn mevtrw/ 

                                                                 eJno;¿ eJkavstou mevrou¿ 
                                          th;n au[xhsin 
                                                 tou÷ swvmato¿ 
                                                      poiei÷tai 
                                                         eij¿ oijkodomh;n eJautou÷ 
                                                         ejn ajgavph/. 
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1 Pet. 4:7-11 

Greek NT 
4Ú7  Pavntwn de; to; tevlo¿ 

h[ggiken.  swfronhvsate 
ou\n kai ; nh vyate ei j¿ 
proseucav¿:   4Ú8  pro; 
pavntwn th;n eij¿ eJautou;¿ 
ajgavphn ejktenh÷ e[conte¿, 
o {ti a jgavph kaluvptei 
plh÷qo¿ aJmartiw÷n.   4Ú9 
filovxenoi eij¿ ajllhvlou¿ 
a[neu goggusmou÷,  4Ú10 
e{kasto¿ kaqw;¿ e[laben 
cavrisma eij¿ eJautou;¿ aujto; 
diakonou÷nte¿ wJ¿ kaloi; 
oi jkonovmoi poiki vlh¿ 
cavrito¿ qeou÷.   4Ú11  ei[ ti¿ 
lalei÷, wJ¿ lovgia qeou÷:  ei[ 
ti¿ diakonei÷, wJ¿ ejx ijscuvo¿ 
h|¿ corhgei÷ oJ qeov¿, i{na ejn 
pa÷sin doxavzhtai oJ qeo;¿ 
dia; !Ihsou÷ Cristou÷, w|/ 
e jstin h J do vxa kai ; to ; 
kravto¿ eij¿ tou;¿ aijw÷na¿ 
tw÷n aijwvnwn, ajmhvn. 

NASB 
7 The end of all things 

is near; therefore, be of 
sound judgment and so-
ber spirit for the purpose 
of prayer. 8 Above all, 
keep fervent in your love 
for one another, because 
love covers a multitude of 
sins. 9 Be hospitable to 
one another without com-
plaint. 10 As each one 
has received a special 
gift, employ it in serving 
one another as good 
stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. 11 Who-
ever speaks, is to do so 
as one who is speaking 
the utterances of God; 
whoever serves is to do 
so as one who is serving 
by the strength which 
God supplies; so that in 
all things God may be glo-
rified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom belongs 
the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

NRSV 
7 The end of all things 

is near; therefore be se-
rious and discipline your-
selves for the sake of 
your prayers. 8 Above all, 
maintain constant love 
for one another, for love 
covers a multitude of 
sins. 9 Be hospitable to 
one another without com-
plaining. 10 Like good 
stewards of the manifold 
grace of God, serve one 
another with whatever 
gift each of you has re-
ceived. 11 Whoever 
speaks must do so as 
one speaking the very 
words of God; whoever 
serves must do so with 
the strength that God 
supplies, so that God 
may be glorified in all 
things through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong the 
glory and the power for-
ever and ever. Amen. 

NLT 
7 The end of the world 

is coming soon. There-
fore, be earnest and dis-
ciplined in your prayers. 
8 Most important of all, 
continue to show deep 
love for each other, for 
love covers a multitude 
of sins. 9 Cheerfully 
share your home with 
those who need a meal 
or a place to stay. 10 
God has given gifts to 
each of you from his 
great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Manage them well 
so that God's generosity 
can flow through you. 11 
Are you called to be a 
speaker? Then speak as 
though God himself were 
speaking through you. 
Are you called to help 
others? Do it with all the 
strength and energy that 
God supplies. Then God 
will be given glory in ev-
erything through Jesus 
Christ. All glory and 
power belong to him for-
ever and ever. Amen. 
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1 Pet. 4:7-11 Diagramed 
4Ú7      de; 

            Pavntwn 
1 to; tevlo¿ h[ggiken. 

     ou|n 
2 swfronhvsate 

     kai; 
3 nhvyate 

   eij¿ proseucav¿: 

4Ú8                                     pro; pavntwn 
   th;n eij¿ eJautou;¿ ajgavphn ejktenh÷ e[conte¿, 
                                    o{ti ajgavph kaluvptei plh÷qo¿ 
                                                          aJmartiw÷n. 

4Ú9    filovxenoi 
      eij¿ ajllhvlou¿ 
      a[neu goggusmou÷, 

4Ú10      e{kasto¿ kaqw;¿ e[laben cavrisma 
                      eij¿ eJautou;¿ 
                      aujto; diakonou÷nte¿ 
                              wJ¿ kaloi; oijkonovmoi poikivlh¿ cavrito¿ 
                                                             qeou÷. 

4Ú11     ei[ ti¿ lalei÷, 
4 (lalei÷tw) 

      wJ¿ lovgia qeou÷: 

    ei[ ti¿ diakonei÷, 
5 (diakonei÷tw) 

    wJ¿ ejx ijscuvo¿ 
            h|¿ corhgei÷ oJ qeov¿, 
    i{na ejn pa÷sin doxavzhtai oJ qeo;¿ 
                   dia; !Ihsou÷ Cristou÷, 
                           w|/ ejstin hJ dovxa 
                                        kai; 
                                   to; kravto¿ 
                               eij¿ tou;¿ aijw÷na¿ tw÷n aijwvnwn, 
                                ajmhvn. 
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