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A -  Lesson 3  -  W 
"Hearing, Reading, and Speaking" 

Upon successful completion of this lesson, you can correctly: 
1. Conjugate specified Greek verbs and/or verbals. 
2. Decline specified Greek nouns or noun derivatives. 
3. Parse specified words contained in Greek sentences. 
4. Translate specified Greek sentences into English sentences. 
5. Diagram specified Greek sentences. 
6. Read aloud specified Greek words and sentences. 

Learning the Culture 
Through Language: 

In the ancient world, before an era of mass com-
munication such as we are accustomed to in the 
present time, communication between individuals 
placed dominant emphasis upon speaking and lis-
tening. Writing and reading were important, but not 
as important as speaking and listening. Everything 
was done interactively between individuals. The pas-
sivity of modern times where individuals sit merely 
as spectators watching a movie or TV without seri-
ous interaction was not a part of the world of Jesus 
and the apostles. 

This lesson focuses on learning about how com-
munication took place, especially at the oral level. 
The development of persuasive speaking skills, called 
rhetoric, was very important in the ancient world, even 
among the Jewish people. The Greeks and Romans 
placed enormous value on rhetoric, i.e., hJ tevcnh tou' 
lovgou (the art of speech), later called simply hJ 
rJhtorikhv (rhetoric) or hJ peiqwv (persuasion). A gifted 
speaker, often called a rJhvtwr, was frequently a law-
yer, as was Tertullus in Acts 24:1. Although the 
apostle Paul indicates in 1 Cor. 2:4 that his initial 
preaching ministry at Corinth was not ejn peiqoi'" 
sofiva" lovgoi" (with persuasive words of wisdom), 
he nonetheless gives clear indication of both knowl-
edge of and high level skills in the use of principles 
of ancient Greco-Roman rhetoric. 

One of the more influential Sophists, Gorgias 
(485-380 B.C), combined eloquence with virture and 
made extensive use of parallelism and antitheses. 
He coupled this with ornate figures of speech in which 
pleasant phonetical sound patterns played an im-

portant role in generating persuasiveness in speech 
making. However, Isocrates (436=338 B.C.), another 
influential Sophist, succeeded in making rhetoric a 
center piece of education for centuries to come. His 
emphasis was upon simplicity. Rhetoric was to be 
built upon three basic principles: invention (the 
thought), arrangement (ways of joining thoughts to-
gether), and style (ways to dress up the speech). 
Through clever use of these three principles the ora-
tor could create highly persuasive speeches. 

With Socrates, Plato, and especially Aristotle, 
Greek rhetoric became the servant of philosophy for 
the winning of arguments in debate. They con-
demned the sophist approach as focusing on style 
without content. Aristotle's work on rhetoric became 
very influential beginning in the first Christian cen-
tury, especially with his listing of three genres for 
speeches: deliberative (dealing with the future), ju-
dicial (dealing with the past), and epideictic (dealing 
with the honorable in the present). 

The transition from Greek to Roman rhetoric was 
made with a handbook in Latin, Rhetorica ad 
Herennium, in the late first century B.C. To Isocrates' 
three foundational elements of rhetoric -- invention, 
arrangement, style -- was added memory and deliv-
ery. Cicero (106-44 B.C.) is one of the most impor-
tant teachers and practitioners of Roman rhetoric 
who set the stage for dominating patterns at the be-
ginning of the Christian era. Eloquent delivery be-
came his hallmark. The most detailed written treat-
ment of ancient rhetoric is Institutio Oratoria by 
Marcus Fabius Quintilianus (appx. A.D. 40-96). 

Jewish styles of rhetoric had their own distinc-
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tive patterns, but evidences of Greco-Roman influ-
ence are present. The midrashic practice of Halakah 
focused on applying some statement of written or 
oral Torah to a specific everyday life situation, fol-
lowing acceptable patterns of interpretation. Vigor-
ous discussion and debate among scribes over this 
was considered essential to finding the best appli-
cation. Thus contradictory views were naturally pre-
served in the written materials of both the Hebrew 
Bible, as well as in the later Talmudic writings. 

The writings of the New Testament represent 
streams of both influences, along with some origi-
nal creativity as well. The Jewish appeal to authori-
tative sources takes on an appeal to the authorita-
tive words of the Lord as well as to the Old Testa-
ment scriptures. Paul's letter to the Galatians stands 
as an example of the blending of both Greco-Ro-
man and Jewish patterns of persuasion, where the 
apostle develops his appeal around modifications of 
classical deliberative rhetoric, and supplements 
them with arguments, i.e., proofs, at 
times straight from Jewish patterns, 
e.g., 4:21-31 with the allegory of Hagar 
and Sarah. 

In speaking and listening, the lis-
tening side of the interaction is 
dominately expressed by the verb 
ajkouvw and the noun ajkouhv. See the 
Vocabulary section for a listing of the 
various constructions alluding to dif-
ferent ways of 'hearing.' A positive reception of 
speaking can be set up with a phrase like ajkouvw 
ajkouh/' (I listen carefully) or tivqhmi eij" ta; w\ta (I listen 
carefully to). The compound verbs eijsakouvw or 
ejpakouvw (with both meaning "I listen to, pay atten-
tion to") can express similar ideas. A negative reac-
tion to speaking is seen in the phrase sunevcw ta; w\ta 
(I refuse to listen). The capacity or willingness to lis-
ten is expressed as e[cw ou\" (I can hear), and the 
forcing of someone to hear as eijsfevrw eij" ta;" ajkoav" 
(I make someone hear).. The regaining of hearing is 
ajnoivgousin aiJ ajkoaiv (I can hear again). The listener 
is the personal noun ajkroathv". 

The importance of listening is seen in James 
1:19-27. The impact of hearing, especially divine law, 
can be characterized either positively or negatively, 
all depending on whether listening leads to doing. 
Just listening isn't enough. Listening must produce 
obedience before listening becomes valid. But lis-
tening is the crucial beginning step. 

For a helpful study of this topic see D. L. Stamps, 
"Rhetoric," Dictionary of New Testament Background, ed-

ited by Craig A. Evans and Stanley E. Porter (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000),  953-959. 

Elements of the Greek Sentence: 

In the previous lesson, the simple sentence 
structure was studied. The possibility of linking up 
more than one core expression by the connector 
kaiv ('and') was illustrated by the Block Diagram. This 
lesson continues that emphasis by introducing ad-
ditional connectors of core ideas (grammatically 
known as 'independent clauses'). The connector 
[=coordinate conjunction] kaiv adds additional thought 
expressions, one after the other, without necessar-
ily identifying any relationship among them. 

Often in both English and Greek the second core 
expression sets up a contrast to the previous one. 
One common way to set this up in English is through 
the use of the coordinate conjunction 'but.' In Greek 
two coordinate conjunctions are primarily used to 

express this same contrast. One dev 
expresses a mild contrast, while the 
other ajllav expresses strong con-
trast. Since English doesn't naturally 
have words to express these differ-
ent shades of contrast, the one word 
'but' is normally used to translate both 
Greek conjunctions. Note the follow 
sentence: oJ didavskolo" levgei logivou" 
lovgou", oiJ de; maqhtaij oujk ajkouvousi 

ajkoh/' aujtouv". (The teacher is speaking eloquent words, 
but the disciples are not carefully hearing them.) With the 
use of dev, the contrast in the second statement is 
mild. But, with the shift to ajllav the contrast becomes 
very strong: oJ didavskolo" levgei logivou" lovgou", ajll 
j oiJ maqhtaij oujk ajkouvousi ajkoh/' aujtouv". The English 
translation has difficulty bringing this out. In this case 
the strong contrast can be somewhat expressed by 
the following: "The teacher is speaking eloquent words; 
however, the disciples do not carefully hear them." 

The Block Diagram of this compound sentence 
is as follows: 

oJ didavskolo" levgei logivou" lovgou" 
     ajll j 
oiJ maqhtaij oujk ajkouvousi ajkoh/' aujtouv" 

Again notice that this sentence has two core ele-
ments, that is, independent clauses. The coordinate 
conjunction ajll j establishes a contrastive connec-
tion between these two statements. 

With this lesson we begin exploring additional 

Tips 
Sentence Structure 

Simple 
-------- 

Compound 
-------- 
| 
-------- 

Complex 
----------- 
     | 
     ------ 
Compound - 
Complex 

Lorin
This section emphasizes co-ordinate conjunctions and noun modifiers. 
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ways to qualify words inside a core statement. When 
these qualifiers are attached to noun or noun deriva-
tives such as logivou" in the above sentence they 
are adjectives. When attached to the verb or verbal 
elements such as oujk in this sentence they are ad-
verbs. These forms -- adjectives and adverbs -- are 
the simplest, single word qualifiers used in either 
English or Greek. However, in Greek nouns case be 
easily used in the same kind of qualifying role. This 
is possible in English, but normally we have to add a 
preposition to the noun for it to function like this; for 
example, "belief" "God" can be linked up as "belief in 
God" so that "in God" is qualifying "belief." Greek can 
do this same thing by using the qualifying noun  in a 
case form that has the capacity to function as a quali-
fier. For adjectival qualification, the most often used 
case is the Genitive case. For adver-
bial qualification, the cases most of-
ten used are the Ablative, Locative 
and Instrumental cases. You should 
remember that the range of case 
usage is such that all four of these 
cases can be used either adjectivally 
or adverbially. Eventually, we will 
cover most all of these during this 
year of study, but at the beginning, 
we will concentrate on the most common uses. 
Observe how the above sentence can be expanded 
with noun qualifiers. oJ didavskolo" tou' qeou' e[lege th/ 
' crhstologiva/ tou;" logivou" lovgou" th'" eijrhvnh", ajll 
j oiJ maqhtaij tou' Cristou' oujk h[kouon ajkoh/' aujtouv". 
("The teacher of God was speaking in attractive 
speech eloquent words of peace, but the disciples 
of Christ were not listening carefully to them.") 

The Genitive case spellings uses the second 
inflectional endings of Greek nouns. See the section 
under Nouns for the spellings. The function we be-
gin with is the Descriptive Genitive case. From the 
above sentence the use of th'" eijrhvnh" is an example 
of this function. The descriptive case use merely 
adds a simple qualifier to another word. Sometimes, 
this function can be tested by translating the Geni-
tive case Greek noun by an English adjective. In this 
instance, th'" eijrhvnh" could be translated "peace-
ful." 

Closely related to the Descriptive function is the 
Possessive Genitive case function. From the above 
sentence, tou' Cristou' is an example of this func-
tion. An alternative translation to "of Christ" with this 
function is "Christ's." Either way is equally accurate. 
English style may prefer one over the other for 

smoothness and clarity of expression. 
The other case that uses the same set of end-

ings is the Ablative case. Whereas the root idea of 
the Genitive case is description, in the Ablative case 
it is the idea of separation from a source. Most of the 
uses will be in connection with verbs that describe 
some type of movement. The Ablative cause noun 
will specify the point of the separating movement. 
The English preposition "from" frequently can con-
vey adequately this movement away from idea of 
the Ablative case. For example, oiJ maqhtai; h[kouon 
tou' Cristou' tou;" lovgou" th'" eijrhnh'". This would be 
translated into English as "the disciples were hear-
ing from Christ the words of peace." In subsequent 
lessons the use of Greek prepositions will be intro-
duced once the basic noun endings have been stud-

ied carefully. With the Ablative case, 
most -- but not all -- of its occur-
rences will be in connection with a 
Greek preposition in order to be 
more precise in the expression of 
thought. This basic case function is 
labeled Separation and should be ex-
pressed in parenthesis after the Ab-
lative case designation in the pars-
ing model. Most, although not all, 

uses of the Ablative of Separation are going to place 
the noun in an adverbial role, qualifying the action of 
the verb. 

The Locative case is almost always the adver-
bial use of the noun. This case specifies "where" in 
three spheres of expression: time, place, logical 
place. That is, where in time (in the day, at night etc.), 
where in place (in the room, on the river etc.), where 
in logical sphere (in love, in life etc.). The nouns used 
in the Locative case thus answer the question of 
where the verb action is taking place. The nouns in 
this case can show up with the Greek preposition, 
but just as easily without one. In the latter instance, 
the English translator must supply the appropriate 
English preposition to precisely express the idea. 
The most commonly used English prepositions are 
"in, at, on." You should be aware, however, that time 
and place references can also be expressed by sec-
ondary functions of several of the other cases, each 
suggesting a slightly difference sense of time and 
place. Gradually, many of these will be studied dur-
ing the first year of Greek, with the rest of them com-
ing during the second year of Greek studies. 

The Instrumental case has a range of functions; 
we will begin with the most commonly used one -- 

Tips 
Basic Noun Modifiers 

Adjectival: 
     Genitive 
Adverbial: 
     Ablative 
     Locative 
     Instrumental 

Lorin
For the complete listing of case functions, see Appendix 2 which is the GKGRMA02.PDF file. These will gradually be introduced over the course of the three semesters of study.
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Means. It is in some respects the how-to case. How 
is something done? That is, by what means is it 
done? This is a fundamental role for the Instrumen-
tal case. Often this idea is grammatically labeled Im-
personal Means, because the agent making the verb 
action possible is an object. For example, in the 
English sentence, "I write with a pen," the imper-
sonal agent is "pen." The agency idea is suggested 
by the English preposition "with." The other English 
preposition often used with the same meaning is 
"by." Both English prepositions are usable for trans-
lating the Greek Instrumental case noun; choose the 
one sounding most natural in each translation situa-
tion. An illustration of the Greek use would be oJ  jIhsou'" 
e[lege parabolh/' tou'" lovgou", translated as "Jesus 
was speaking by (means of) a parable the words." 
Again, notice that parabolh/' defines how the speak-
ing activity was carried out. You probably are also 
thinking, "Couldn't that Greek sentence have been 
translated 'Jesus was speaking in parables the 
words'?" The answer is yes. The Locative of Sphere 
case function is another equally possible identifica-
tion of this particular Greek construction. Sometimes 
the distinction between these two case functions is 
very small. In this instance, the more Hebraistic 
thought would go with the Locative of Sphere, while 
the purer Greek thought pattern would be with the 
Instrumental of Means. This we will observe during 
the year of study. Much of the Greek New Testament, 
while written in Greek was done so by writers think-
ing in their mother tongue of Aramaic. 

Summary of Case Functions: 
Genitive 

Descriptive 
of 

Possessive 
's 

Ablative 
Separation 

from, away from 
Locative 

Time 
in, at 

Place 
in, at 

Sphere 
in, at 

Instrumental 
Means 

with, by 

Elements of Greek Grammar: 
Verbs: 

This lesson will continue the previous lesson's 
emphasis on the Active Indicative forms of the verb. 
In the Greek language the Present Tense stressed 
ongoing action basically in present time. The same 
idea of ongoing action in past time was expressed 
through the Imperfect Tense forms of the verb. Thus 
both tense forms in their root function are symbol-
ized by (-----------). 

The uses of the imperfect tense can be illus-
trated by the following chart: 
Tense: Past Time: Present Time: Future Time: 
Present --------- (Desc) 
Imperfect --------- (Desc) 

 In order to clearly distinguish between present 
and past time some changes were made to the spell-
ings of the root stem of the verb. These changes 
take place on both sides of the root stem. 

To the front of the verb stem was added the 
vowel e (epsilon) when the root stem begins with a 
consonant letter. This verb prefix is called a syllabic 
augment, and signals past time occurrence of the 
verb action. For example the verb stem leg- (speak) 
becomes a past time action by the addition of the 
syllabic augment and is written eleg-(was speak-
ing). 

When the root stem begins with a vowel, the 
addition of the epsilon augment follows a different 
pattern. The epsilon will combine with the beginning 
vowel of the root stem in a pattern of contraction. In 
the vast majority of such instances, the beginning 
vowel with be one of the following short vowels: a, e, 
o. The consistent pattern then is the short sound 
becomes the long sound. Thus, when the epsilon 
augment is added to either a or e the resulting letter 
will be eta h. For example, the stem akou (hear) 
becomes hkou. The stem onomaz (mention) be-
comes wnomaz. This form of augmentation is called 
a temporal augment. 

Also you should note that the augment is 
added to the root stem of the verb. When a verb 
already has a prefix added, the augment is inserted 
between the prefix and the root stem. For example, 
the augment to katagravfw would be katevgrafon. If 
the prefix ends with a vowel, the augment causes it 
to drop out. 

In addition to adding a prefix to the verb a dif-
ferent set of verb endings were also used to help 
clearly distinguish past from present time. The Ac-
tive Indicative endings used are termed the second-

http://cranfordville.com/classes/gkgrma03.pdf
Lorin
The possessive use of the Genitive case can be translated either by the use of the apostrophe with the letter 's'. Sometimes the use of the preposition 'of' is more natural to the English expression.
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ary active voice endings and are as follows: 

Imperfect Active Indicative Forms of w-conjugation verbs: 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 e[legon (I was speaking) ejlevgomen (we were speaking) 

2 e[lege" (you were speaking) ejlevgete (you were speaking) 

3 e[lege (n) (he was speaking) e[legon (they were speaking) 

Notes: 
The basic function of linear action in past time is identified by the label Descriptive -- the same label as 

is used to denote linear action in present time with the present tense. This syntactical function will need to 
be identified by parenthesis in the parsing model just as it is with the present tense use. 

Regarding the accenting of these verbs notice that the recessive principle of verb accenting combined 
with a short ultima allows the acute accent mark to be placed on the antepenult. 

The third person singular ending will sometimes add the letter nu n to the e ending. This is called the 
movable  n. There is no consistent pattern used in the Greek New Testament. Usually, but not always, the 
movable n was used when the following word began with a vowel. 

Important to remember is the identical spelling of the first person 
singular and the third person plural endings. Contrary to initial appear-
ance, this seldom poses a problem with the actual text because the sur-
rounding context will indicate clearly how the verb ending should be un-
derstood. 

Also note the similarity of the first and second person plural endings of 
the imperfect tense to the same end- ings in the present tense. The aug-
mentation is the only distinguishing part of the verb spelling to indicate 
whether the action is present or past time. 

Note that no endings are given for the infinitive, since the linear action is covered in the present tense 
infinitive and the present tense infinitive can be used to refer to past time as well as present time. 

Imperfect - Active - Indicative Forms of the mi-conjugation verb divdwmi: 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 ejdivdoun (I was giving) ejdivdomen (we were giving) 

2 ejdivdou" (you were giving) ejdivdote (you were giving) 

3 ejdivdou (he, was giving) ejdidovsan (they were giving) 
Notes: 

With the mi-conjugation verbs, notice the Imperfect endings are actually the same as with the w- 
conjugation verbs, with the exception of the third plural -san ending. Thus the third person plural ending is 
spelled differently than the first person singular ending. With the singular endings the secondary active 
indicative endings on, e", e have combined with the stem vowel o of divdwmi to become oun, ou", ou. This 
contraction will likewise take place with the other  mi-conjugation verbs as illustrated below with tivqhmi 
which is added to the learning responsibility with this lesson. 

Present - Active - Indicative Forms of the mi-conjugation verb tivqhmi: 
Person: Singular Plural Infinitive: 
1 tivqhmi (I put, am placing) tivqemen (we put, are placing) tiqevnai (to place) 

2 tivqh" (you put, are placing) tivqete (you put, are placing) 

3 tivqhsi (he, she, it puts, is placing) tiqei'si (they put, are placing; tiqe + asi = tiqei'si) 

Tips 
Secondary Active Voice Endings: 

Singular Plural 
1 -on -omen 

2 -e" -ete 

3 -e(n) -on 

Lorin
This contraction pattern, here with the mi conjugation verbs, will become important for the omega conjugation verbs later on. Thus, you should pay close attention to it here.
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Imperfect - Active - Indicative Forms of the mi-conjugation verb tivqhmi: 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 ejtivqhn (I was placing) ejtivqemen (we were placing) 

2 ejtivqei" (you were placing) ejtivqete (you were placing) 

3 ejtivqei (he, she, it was placing) ejtivqesan (they put, are placing) 

Nouns: 
This lesson adds the second and third inflectional forms to the paradigms studied in Lesson Two. The 

second inflectional form is the spelling basis of both the Genitive and Ablative cases. The Locative and 
Instrumental cases are based on the same spellings as the Dative case, the third inflectional form. Notice 
the forms below: 
Case: Masculine: (2nd Dec): Feminine: (1st Decl): Neuter: (2nd Dec): 

Article: Noun: Article: Noun: Article: Noun: 
Singular: 
Nominative oJ -o" hJ -h on 

 
 / ' 

on on 

a 

a 

    

tov -
Genitive/ 
Ablative tou' -ou th'" -h" tou' -ou 
Dative/ tw///'/ -w th/' -h/ tw/ -w/ 
Instrumental/ 
Locative 
Accusative tovn - thvn -hn tov -
Plural: 
Nom oiJ -oi aiJ -ai tav -
Gen/Abl tw'n -wn tw'n -wn tw'n -wn 
Dat/Ins/Loc toi'" -oi" tai'" -ai" toi'" -oi" 
Acc touv" -ou" tav" -a" tav -

    Parsing Models:    
Using the following sentence from the earlier example, note the parsing of individual words: 
oJ didavskolo" tou' qeou' e[lege th/' crhstologiva/ tou;" logivou" lovgou" th'" eijrhvnh", ajll j oiJ maqhtaij tou' Cristou' 
oujk h[kouon ajkoh/' aujtouv". 

Verbs: 
Form: Tense: Voice: Mood: Person: Number: Lexical Form: Translation: 
e[lege Impf (Desc) Active Ind 3 Sing levgw she was speaking 
Tense forms studied so far: 

Present (Descriptive) 
Imperfect (Descriptive) 

Tips 
1st - 2nd Declension Patterns 

Singular Plural 
Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut 

N -o" -h -a -a -on -oi -ai -a 
G/A -ou -h" -a" -h" -ou -wn -wn -wn 
D/I/L -w/ -h/ -a/ -h/ -w/ -oi" -ai" -oi" 
A -on -hn -an -an -on -ou" -a" -a 

http://cranfordville.com/classes/gkgrma04.pdf
http://cranfordville.com/classes/gkgrma02.pdf
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Nouns: 
Form: Decl: Case: Gender: Number: Lexical Form: Translation: 
qeou' 2nd Gen (Poss) Masc Sing qeov", ov of God, God's 

Proper Name 
(The names of individuals should be listed as Proper Name, rather than 1st or 2nd declension 

nouns.) 
Case forms and functions studied so far: 

Nominative (Subject) 
Genitive (Descriptive), (Possessive) 
Ablative (Separation) 
Dative (Indirect Object) 
Instrumental (Means) 
Locative (Time, Place, Sphere) 
Accusative (Direct Object) 

Pronouns: 
Form: Part Speech: Case: Gender: Number: Lexical Form: Translation: 
aujtouv" Pers Pron Acc (Dir Obj) Masc Plural aujtov", -hv, -ov them 
Case forms and functions studied so far: 

Nominative (Subject) 
Genitive (Descriptive), (Possessive) 
Ablative (Separation) 
Dative (Indirect Object) 
Instrumental (Means) 
Locative (Time, Place, Sphere) 
Accusative (Direct Object) 

Adjectives: 
Form: Part Speech: Case: Gender: Number: Lexical Form: Translation: 
logivou" Adj (Attrib) Acc Masc Plural lovgio", -hv, -ovn eloquent 
Case forms and functions studied so far: 

Nominative (Subject) 
Genitive (Descriptive), (Possessive) 
Ablative (Separation) 
Dative (Indirect Object) 
Instrumental (Means) 
Locative (Time, Place, Sphere) 
Accusative (Direct Object) 

Note that the (case function) does not need to be included with adjectives when they are used 
attributively. 
For a full listing of all the parsing possibilities, check Appendix A2, Guidelines to Parsing. 

   Conjugating Verbs/Verbals:   
Below are found the patterns of conjugating verbs that have been added to the list of responsibility for 

the lessons up to this point. The verb endings should be mastered in order to be able to quickly recognize 
the spelling and thus the meaning of every verb encountered in the Greek texts. 

http://cranfordville.com/classes/gkgrma02.pdf
http://cranfordville.com/classes/gkgrma03.pdf
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Imperfect Active Indicative Forms of w-conjugation verbs: 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 e[legon ejlevgomen 
2 e[lege" ejlevgete 
3 e[lege (n) e[legon 

Imperfect - Active - Indicative Forms of the mi-conjugation verb divdwmi: 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 ejdivdoun ejdivdomen 
2 ejdivdou" ejdivdote 
3 ejdivdou ejdidovsan 

Present - Active - Indicative Forms of the mi-conjugation verb tivqhmi: 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 tivqhmi tivqemen 
2 tivqh" tivqete 
3 tivqhsi tiqei'si  (tiqe + asi = tiqei'si) 

Imperfect - Active - Indicative Forms of the mi-conjugation verb tivqhmi: 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 ejtivqhn ejtivqemen 
2 ejtivqei" ejtivqete 
3 ejtivqei ejtivqesan 

Verb endings studied thus far for the active voice, indicative mood: 
w-Conjugation mi-Conjugation: 
Primary: Secondary: Primary: Secondary: 

Singular: 
1 -w -on -mi -n 
2 -ei" -e" -" -" 
3 -ei -e -si -(e)* 
*It contracts with stem vowel and 'disappears.' Note above patterns: with o-stem, it becomes -ou; with e-stem, it becomes - 
ei. 

Plural: 
1 -omen -omen -men -men 
2 -ete -ete -te -te 
3 -ousi(n) -on -asi -san 

These endings should be studied carefully. Pay close attention to both similarities and differences 
among the various sets. Remember: the primary sets of endings are used with the present tense, while 
the secondary sets are used with the imperfect tense. Gradually, as other tense forms are studied, the 
importance of mastering these endings will become clear, primarily because these two sets of endings 
form the basis of the spellings of all Greek tenses in the active voice. If you learn these endings well, you 
can reconstruct every active voice verb form in the Greek language with ease in both verb conjugation 
systems. This amounts to several hundred verb endings in the complete picture! 
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   Declining Nouns and Noun Derivatives:   
Nouns: 
Case: Masculine Feminine Feminine Feminine Neuter Masculine Masc: 

2nd Dec. 1st Decl. 1st Decl 1st Decl 2nd Decl 1st Decl 1st Dec 
Noun: Noun: e,i,r Noun: s,ll,z,x Noun: Noun: Noun: e,i,r Noun: 

Singular: 
Nom lovgo" fwnhv paroimiva glw'ssa biblivon maqhthv" Messiva" 
Gen/Abl lovgou fwnh'" paroimiva" glwvssh" biblivou maqhtou' Messivou 
Dat/Ins/Loc lovgw/ fwnh/' paroimiva/ glwvssh/ biblivw/ maqhth/' Messiva/ 
Acc lovgon fwnhvn paroimivan glw'ssan biblivon maqhthvn Messivan 

Plural: 
Nom lovgoi fwnaiJ paroimivai glw'ssai bibliva maqhtaiv Messivai 
Gen/Abl lovgwn fwnw'n paroimiw'n glwssw'n biblivwn maqhtw'n Messiw'n 
Dat/Ins/Loc lovgoi" fwnai'" paroimivai" glwvssai" biblivoi" maqhtai'" Messivai" 
Acc lovgou" fwnav" paroimiva" glwvssa" bibliva maqhtav" Messiva" 

Notes: 
The second inflectional forms in the first declension singular adhere to the basic patterns studied in the 

previous lesson. 
The Gen/Abl plural -wn form is the same spelling throughout both the first and second declensions. 

One difference is with accenting: first declension Gen/Abl plural nouns always use the circumflex accent 
over the ultima and becomes -w'n. This is an exception to the normal rules of noun accenting, and pertains 
only to the first declension. 

Two new columns appear in this listing: the first declension masculine nouns in columns five and 
six. Masculine nouns sometimes are spelled using first declension endings rather than the more common 
second declension. As you can notice, the plural endings of these nouns are the same as for all first 
declension nouns; no new endings to learn here! The third and fourth spellings of the singular endings are 
the same as their feminine counterpart. The masculine nouns maqhth/', maqhthvn in the fifth column match 
the basic feminine forms fwnh/', fwnhvn in the second column. The differences between the masculine and 
the feminine first declension nouns are found in the nominative and genitive/ablative singular forms. Basi-
cally the feminine Genitive singular -h" becomes the masculine nominative singular ending, while the 
masculine second declension Genitive singular -ou ending becomes the masculine first declension Geni-
tive ending as well. The masculine e,i,r stem noun in the last column does the same thing with the Nomi-
native and Genitive singular endings, except that the long alpha vowel is used just as in its first declension 
feminine counterpart. No separate masculine short alpha pattern endings exist like the feminine glw'ssa. 

Pronouns: 
Third Person Personal Pronouns: 
Case: Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Singular: 
Nom aujtov" aujthvv aujtov 
Gen/Abl aujtou' aujth'" aujtou' 
Dat/Ins/Loc aujtw/'/ aujth/' aujtw/' 
Acc aujtovn aujthvn aujto 
Plural: 
Nom aujtoiv aujtaiJ aujtav 
Gen/Abl aujtw'n aujtw'n aujtw'n 
Dat/Ins/Loc aujtoi'" aujtai'" aujtoi'" 
Acc aujtovu" aujtav" aujtav 

http://cranfordville.com/classes/gkgrma04.pdf
http://cranfordville.com/gkgrma07.pdf


L3-10 

Notes: 
The Gen/Abl plural uses the same -wn endings across all three genders in a manner like the nouns 

above.  The accenting, however, follows the normal rules, instead of the exception as is true of the first 
declension nouns. 

Adjectives: 
Case: Masculine Feminine Feminine Neuter 
Singular: basic e,i,r 
Nom ajgaqov" ajgaqhvv ajgiva ajgaqovn 
Gen/Abla ajgaqou' ajgaqh'" ajgiva" ajgaqou' 
Dat/Ins/Loc ajgaqw/'/ ajgaqh/' ajgiva/ ajgaqw/' 
Acc ajgaqovn ajgaqhvn ajgivan ajgaqovn 
Plural: 
Nom ajgaqoiv ajgaqaiJ ajgivai ajgaqav 
Gen/Abl ajgaqw'n ajgaqw'n ajgiw'n ajgaqw'n 
Dat/Ins/Loc ajgaqoi'" ajgaqai'" ajgivai" ajgaqoi'" 
Acc ajgaqovu" ajgaqav" ajgiva" ajgaqav 

Notes: 
Notice the similarity of all of these endings with the article. They will build off the article endings in a 

manner parallel to the first and second declension nouns of all three genders. 
Just as with the first declension nouns, when the stem ends in e,i,r the feminine adjectives use the 

long alpha pattern of endings in the singular. Both feminine plural forms use the same endings; only in the 
singular do differences exist. Basically use the -h set of singular endings, unless the stem ends in one of 
the three letters e,i,r. Then substitute the long alpha for the eta. 

The Genitive/Ablative plural feminine endings follow the accenting pattern of the first declension nouns 
with the -w'n ultima circumflex accent. 
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       Vocabulary for Hearing, Reading, and Speaking:    
For learning the vocabulary, you should master only the words occurring twenty times or more in the 

list below in bold face. The other words are provided for help in translating the exercises, and for general 
understanding of how words are related in the Greek language. But they should not be a part of the vocabu-
lary drill work; they will not appear on quizzes and exams. Only the required vocabulary words will be used 
in the testing process. 

For looking up unfamiliar Greek words while completing the Written Exercise, you can check the lexi-
con provided in the Supplementary Helps. It contains all the words listed in the Vocabulary for each lesson. 

Verbs from the tivqhmi form: 
tivqhmi (100) - I put, place 

ajnativqhmi (2) - [lit., I place upon] I declare, com-
municate, declare [w. middle voice] 

ajpotivqhmi (9) - [lit., I put off] I take off, lay aside, 
put away [w. middle voice] 

ejktivqhmi (4) - I expose, abandon; explain, set forth 
ejpitivqhmi (39) - I lay, put upon 
katativqhmi (2) - I lay down (upon), place; [middle 

voice] grant, do (someone a favor) 
metativqhmi (6) - I change (the position of), put in 

another place, transfer; alter, [middle voice] 
change one's mind 

parativqhmi (19) - I place beside, place before; 
[middle voice] entrust, give over, commend 

peritivqhmi (8) - I put, place around, on 
prostivqhmi (18) - I add to, increase; provide, 

grant 
protivqhmi (3) - I set before; [middle voice] dis-

play publicly, plan, purpose, intend 
sunepitivqhmi (1) - [middle voice] I join in with (oth-

ers) 
suntivqhmi (3) - I put, place with; [middle voice] 

agree, decide, consent 
uJpertivqhmi(1) - [middle voice] I set aside, do away 

with 
uJpotivqhmi (2) - I lay down, risk; [middle voice] 

suggest, point out (something to someone) 

Verbs dealing with speaking and hearing: 
ajkouvw (430) - I hear 
ajkoh/'  ajkouvw (2) - [Hebraism] I listen carefully 
ajntibavllw (1) - I discuss, argue about 
dialogivzomai (16) - I discuss, converse 
didavskw (97) - I teach 
diermhneuvw (6) - I translate, interpret, explain 
eijsakouvw (5) - I listen to, heed, pay attention to 

(Gen) 
ejpakouvw (1) - I listen to, heed, pay attention to, 

obey (Gen) 
ejpiluvw (2) - I explain 
ajkouvw eij" to; ou\" (1) - [idiom, lit. 'to hear into the 

ear'] I hear in secret 
dianoivgw (8) - I explain, open up, make evident 

[something previously hidden] 
eijsfevrw eij" ta;" ajkoav" (1) - [idiom, lit. 'to bring 

into the ears'] I cause s.o. to hear, make hear 
eJrmhneuvw (3) - I interpret, translate 
e[cw ou\" (17) - [idiom, lit, 'to have ear'] I can hear, 

am able to hear 
meqermhneuvw (8) - I translate, interpret 
proakouvw (1) - I hear before, previously 
parakouvw (3) - I overhear [hear w/o speaker's 

knowledge or consent] 
shmaivnw (77) - I make clear, indicate clearly, 

make known, report 
sunevcw ta; w\ta (1) - [idiom, lit. 'hold the ears 

closed'] I refuse to listen, refuse to pay atten-
tion 

sumbavllw (6) - I confer [implying a series of pro-
posals] 

sugkrivnw (3) - I explain, make clear [primarily by 
mean of comparison] 

tivqhmi eij" ta; w\ta (1) - [idiom, lit. 'to put into the 
ears']  I listen carefully to 

fravzw (1) - I explain 

 Nouns dealing with hearing, reading and speaking: 
ajkohv, hJ (24) - hearing (ability to, act of) 
ajkroathv", oJ (4) - hearer 
ajnoivgousin aiJ ajkoaiv (1) - [idiom, lit. 'ears open'] 

I regain hearing, am able to hear again 
dialogismov", oJ (14) - argument, dispute; reason-

ing, thought, opinion 
diermhneuthv", oJ (1) - translator, interpreter 
eJrmhneiva, hJ (2) - translating, interpreting, inter-

pretation 

Nouns referring to people and things: 
didavskalo", o J (59) - teacher 
dou'lo", o J (124) - slave, servant 
eijrhvnh, hJ (92) - peace 
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qeov", o J (1318) - god, God [qeov", hJ - goddess] 
vIavkwbo", o J (42) - James 
vIhsou'", o J (919) - Jesus 
vIwavnnh", o J (135) - John 
laov", o J (142) - people 
Lavzaro", oJ (15) - Lazarus 
Louka'", oJ (3) - Luke 
maqhthv", o J (261) - disciple, student 
Maqqai'o", oJ (5) - Matthew 
Mavrqa, hJ (13) - Martha 
Mariva, h J (27) - Mary 
Ma'rko", oJ (8) - Mark 
Pau'lo", o J (158) - Paul 
Pevtro", o J (156) - Peter 
Timovqeo", o J (24) - Timothy 
Tivto", oJ (13) - Titus 
Cristov", o J (531) - Christ 

Adjectives: 
a[fwno", -on (4) - meaningless, without mean-

ing 
dusermhvneuto", -on (1) - hard to explain, 

difficult to interpret 
kwfov", -hv, -ovn (14) - deaf [unable to hear]; mute 

[unable to speak] 

Adverbs: 
a[rti (36) - now, just, at once, immediately 
nu'n (148) - now 
nuniv (20) - [more emphatic] now 
ouj, oujk, oujc (1612) - not [oujk before vowels 

w. smooth breathing mark, oujc before 
vowels w. rough breathing mark] 

ou[ (54) - no 
tovte (160) - then, at that time 

Connectors: 
ajllav v (638) - but, yet, rather, nevertheless, 

however [often the last vowel will drop out 
before vowels to become ajll j] 

dev (2801) - [postpositive position] but, and 
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NAME:________________________Date:________ Grade:______.______ 
(From Grade Calculation on last page) 

Course:_______________________________ 

  Written Exercise 3:   

Translate the following Greek text into correct English (20 answers): 
tw/' /' j law   Ihsou'" tovte ejdivdaske tou'  novmou kai; tw'n profhtw'n ta;" parabolav". kai; oiJ maqhtai; ajkoh/; h[kouon 

tou;" logivou" lovgou" aujtou'. oJ Maqqai'o" katevgrafe aujtou;" tw/' bivblw/ tw'n laliw'n. 

Parse the following words according to the appropriate model (123 answers): 

tw/' law/' (7 answers): 

  jIhsou'" (7 answers): 

ejdidavske (8 answers): 

tou'  nomou' (7 answers): 

tw'n profhtw'n (7 answers): 

ta;" parabolav" (7 answers): 

 oiJ maqhtai (7 answers): 

ajkoh/; h[kouon (8 answers): 

tou;"  lovgou" (7 answers): 

logivou" (9 answers): 

aujtou' (10 answers): 

 oJ Maqqai'o" (7 answers): 

katevgrafe (8 answers): 

aujtou;" (10 answers): 
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tw/' bivblw/ (7 answers): 

tw'n laliw'n (7 answers): 

Conjugate the following verbs according to the appropriate model (12 answers): 

Imperfect - Active - Indicative Forms of ajkouvw (6 answers): 
Person: Singular Plural 

1 

2 

3 

Imperfect - Active - Indicative Forms of tivqhmi (6 answers): 
Person: Singular Plural 
1 

2 

3 

Decline the following nouns and noun derivatives according to the appropriate model: 

The singular and plural forms of the noun laliav, hJJ (8 answers): 
Singular: Plural: 

Nom 

Gen/Abl 

Dat/Ins/Loc 

Acc 

The singular and plural forms of all three genders of the adjective lovgio", -iva, -on (24 answers): 
Case: Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Singular: 
Nom 

Gen/Abl 

Dat/Ins/Loc 

Acc 
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********************GRADE CALCULATION******************** 

Number of Errors   ________.____ Total Pts.  100.00 
Missed accents and breathing marks 

= 1/4 error per word Minus Pts. 
Times           0.50 Missed       ______.____ 

  ______________             ____________ 

Total Pts. Missed   ________.____ Grade        ______.____ 
(Please record grade at top of page 1) 

Plural: 
Nom 

Gen/Abla 

Dat/Ins/Loc 

Acc 
Block diagram the following text according to the guidelines (13 answers): 

tw/' law/'   jIhsou'" tovte ejdidavske tou'  nomou' kai; tw'n profhtw'n ta;" parabolav". kai; oiJ maqhtai; ajkoh/; h[kouon 
tou;" logivou" lovgou" aujtou'. oJ Maqqai'o" katevgrafe aujtou;" tw/' bivblw/ tw'n laliw'n. 

(1) 
                      tou' nomou' kai; tw'n profhtw'n 

     kai; 
(2) 

(3) oJ Maqqai'o" katevgrafe aujtou;" 
              tw/' bivblw/ tw'n laliw'n. 
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