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Heaws from the Blue Ridge

August was a month of new beginnings for Claire

and me. For Claire, the new beginnings of starting

back to school at Cliffside Elementary without also
starting another semester of course work at East Carolina Uni-
versity as well. For her, this has been like a vacation. Gradu-
ally, she is beginning to tackle some jobs around the house,

like cleaning out closets etc., that had been set on the shelf for
a later time after finishing her degree.

For me, it has been the beginning of another semester of
teaching at Gardner-Webb University. In the three Greek
courses and two Old Testament survey courses, | have some
really good students who make teaching a delight. | draw en-
ergy from their enthusiasm for learning.

Also, August has been the start of getting ready for Bryan

et ¥, mre and the kids to move to

E‘. i

feats]

| we realize th|s is in their
best interests over the
long haul, getting ready
emotionally for the day
that they will move has
~ beem tough. Because
~ they have spent so much

time staying with us over the past year, they have become
more than just grandkids to us. We've spent a lot of happy
times doing things together -- like their "helping" me mow the
yard as the picture illustrates.

Another major ac-
tivity in late summer g
has been the substan- [
tial work begun on the
front yard of our home. |
The addition of a
fourth flower bed, the
lining of the front of the
yard with monkey
grass, and, as the
photo illustrates, the -
clearing out of the existing grass, and mostly weeds, in the
remaining part of the yard. This will be replaced by a carpet of
fescue grass sod that will provide a beautifully smooth and
attractive front yard. Once this grass is in place, then the land-
scaper will begin constructing a retaining wall reaching from
the front of the driveway to the rear of the house about 15 feet
out from the house/driveway. Three flower beds will be cre-
ated here on a stair casing descending level from the front to
the back of the property, and the front flower bed is going to
become a rose garden about 15' wide and 45' long. We're
going to enjoy sitting on the front porch!

Academics:

Lindsay Hall where the religion classes are held. Although at fir

The most exciting news at the beginning of the sqmééta%ﬁ
igi . Althor o]

nas been the completion of a multimedia classroom in
-Was linked up to the campus wireless and almost

drove everyone crazy trying to access the internet through this.sysfem, infgr at' OIT'SGI'VICGS (1S) shifted the connectlon over to

the T3 internet wired connection and virtually all the"'problem
where no internet connection is available. Even m r(;,.lexcmng i
by semester's end. |

t thre,e“,multlmedla classrooms in Lindsay will be completed

The importance of that for me personally is for the té‘actmn of my Bll;tle survey classes. Absolutely everything -- and | mean

everything down to all the test questions -- is located in the app
For several years, students taking either Old Testament-

riate.Course Room in the Academic Pages s of Cranfordville.com.

familiar with Cranfordville.com by semester's end, sincé the vJeuId have gon,é m.chJtahundreds of times each semester to

retrieve materials for assignments etc. |

With the multimedia classroom | have been able for,the first

classroom and use the media materials from the mternbt

done this on a limited basis in the past by lugging my r note ok co
Cranfqrdville on ei‘ther “a.CD or a flash memory stick. With the

twice weekly for each class, and by keeping a m|rr9r’ copy
growing problems from the arthritis, this was becoming
But all this wear and tear on my body is hof)efull

etop
nt etc
ter aI

olect all materlals onto a screen inside the
ani ra‘baﬂ of the teaching process. | have
g With a chqcked out projector to the classroom

impossible for me to continue doing.
. This fall | have been teaching the two sections of Old

Testament survey on Tuesdays/Thursdays completely from the multimedia system in the classroom. By expanding the detailed
outline for each unit of material located in the Topics section to include maps, pictures of geographical places etc., | have been
able to incorporate substantial visual materials into the teaching of the Old Testament. This material, along with projecting
scripture text from Crosswalk.com from the NRSV and other translatlons allows me to keep their attention focused on what is
being discussed in a much more atter}ﬂ’on grabbing manner. | use a-.blank document created in MS Word as my blackboard to
write materials down in a way where students can read them clearer,than on a traditional blackboard. Audio bites are incorpo-
rated into some elements and this helps.. keeglnterest alive alsg.—3

Now I'm beginning to create more Power Point m& Is, a_Igngﬂ ith some streaming video materials for these courses.
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We had a pleasant surprise when Dave and
Janlce Davis (from our church back in Ft. Worth) called to say
they were in town with friends and would like to drop by for a
visit. It was so good to see Texas friends and spend a little
time together catching up on old times. I'm also glad that they
got to see how beautiful our part of the county is and also
enjoy the great climate.

Lorin and | kept Clay and Taylor for a week, which was
fun. The only trouble was that my school’s open house was
Monday night and Clay’s was Thursday night. | think going to
one open house is enough for one week, but at least Clay’s
was more enjoyable, because | got to meet some of his teach-

ers and see his school library.

During the month of August | had the opportunity to do
two photo shoots. One was a wedding rehearsal and dinner. |
enjoy taking informal pictures of people having fun, but | don’t
think | would ever want to take pictures of a wedding. There is
too much stress involved in that. The other time was a retire-
ment dinner for Dr. Alice Cullinan in the Religion Department
at Gardner-Webb. That was another enjoyable time taking
pictures of people having fun, especially Dr. Cullinan. | was
even fortunate enough to have one of my pictures put in the
Shelby Star with her retirement article.

Lorin went to his faculty retreat where all the professors
got their faculty handbook. The exciting part to me was that
the cover picture was one that | took. Then four more pictures
that | took were in the handbook. On the back cover were the
credits, “Photos by Claire.” So, for me, August was an excit-
ing month for pictures.

e ¢ e 0 T
0 ¥ Lerin's Musings:
- In continuing our examination of the vir-
tr tue list embedded in 2 Cor. 6:1-13 in
verses six through eight, we focus on the
two midsections of vv.6-7a and vv.7b-8a, where the virtue list
is located.

The first segment, "by purity, knowledge, patience, kind-
ness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and
the power of God" (NRSV), marks the inward traits of Paul's
character as a demonstration of the authenticity of his claim
to being an apostle in the larger unit of vv. 1-13. Four sets of
virtues are listed with some play on the phonetic sounds of the
Greek words and the grammar structure:

(&v ayvom -- &v yvioet

[en hagnoteti -- en gnosei],

by purity, knowledge

£V LoKpoOLULg--EV XPNOTOTNTL

[en makrothumia -- enchrestoteti]).
patience, kindness

The second pair match phonetically:
€v mvevpott aylm [en pneumati hagio],
holiness of spirit
€v aydmn avournokpite [en agape anupokrito],
genuine love

as well as the last pair:
€v Aoyw aAnbeiag [en logo aleteias]
truthful speech
€v duvduel 6eod [en dunamei theoul].
the power of God

Additionally the last two sets stand in a chiastic relation-
ship with one another, as illustrated below

A évnveduatt aylo B' v dydnn avurokpitm

B &v Aoyw dAnbeiag A' €v duvdpel BeoD

The second segment, "with the weapons of righteous-
ness for the right hand and for the left; 8 in honor and dis-
honor, in ill repute and good repute” (NRSV) shifts direction.
The Greek preposition 8¢ [dia, 'through, by"] introduces the
three sets of virtues. These now mark the traits of carrying out
ministry by the apostle with its resulting consequences. Once
more chiasmus surfaces in the last two sets:

A 310, 86Eng B' atwiog

B dwa 800¢nu’1><A' evonuiog

glory >< dishonor

ill repute good repute
Thus in very creative ways Paul defended his credentials as a
genuine apostle both in terms of moral character and integrity
in ministry irregardless of the positive or negative impressions

that it generated. The continuing challenge for us is whether
our lives back up our witness to Christ as effectively.
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