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Family Events:

Christmasthisyear had some very special experi-
ences. Donald, Hallie, and the kids spent the better
part of three days with us, Dec. 19-21, as a stop-
over on their trip to Texas for Christmas. We had a fun time
together with family on Friday evening with Angie'sfamily join-
ing us. That set the stage for Christmas.

Claireand | had planned to attend the Christmas eve ser-
vice at the Deutsche Kirche in Charlotte that | had helped get
started back down the way. But heavy rain and bad driving
conditions prevented us. But we were ableto attend the Christ-
maseve service at our church, FBC of Shelby. The servicewas
extremely meaningful. In fact, the entire Advent Celebration
services through the month of December have been very won-
derful worship experiences. It reminded me of Advent Celebra-
tion at Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth, aswell as my
earlier experiencesin churchesin Germany. No Baptist church
anywherein the US cel ebrates Christmas with the same depth
of meaning as Broadway Baptist Church. | have missed those
experiences over the past several years. But our minister of
music at Shelby isdeveloping a style of worship that is one of
the most profound experiences of worship that |'ve participated
in over the past several years.

Christmasevewas climaxed with Angie and Claire baking
cookies etc. in the tradition that has been followed for many,
many years in the family. Unfortunately, Brian was sick over
both these days and unableto join in with everyone. Angie and
the kids came back over Christmas day to open giftsand to eat
lunch with us. The excitement of the grandkids opening gifts,
playing with new toysetc. iswhat makes Christmas so special.

One of the neatest aspects of the celebration wasthe very
relaxed way we approached it. No hectic schedul e; avery flex-
ible time for doing things. Afternoon naps on both Christmas
eve and Christmas day! Lots of fun and laughter. VVery special
timesof worship. A lot of good food. No oneup tight frantically
trying to get everything done. This Christmaswasvery special
for both Claire and me. Hopefully, it sets a pattern for coming
years.

Plus, my health enabled meto
resume setting up the extensive
Christmas decorations outside.
Added to the past decorationswas
the 8 feet tall inflatable Frosty the
Snowman. Each evening at dusk,
hewould cometo life-- when the
timer turned on the electric fanin-
sidehim -- and then about midnight
hewould collapse. Everyone com-
inginto our edition wasgreeted in
theeveningswith thismassivedis-
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University Happenings:

P

The spring semester loomslarger and larger on the horizon
with the beginning of classes on Jan. 8. The scheduleismuch
more relaxed for this spring than was the fall semester. Only
four course preparations instead of six, and these are courses
that I've taught repeatedly over the past thirty years. Conse-
quently, I'm looking forward to the semester with greater enthu-
daam.

| plan to make somereal advances on the web devel opment
of Cranfordville.com this spring. A new contract thisfall with
Bell South Web Hosting gives me massive amounts of space
for materials, aswell as some advanced featuresin interactive
internet structure. Thetrafficinto cranfordville.com now isap-
proaching 600 people weekly on a consistent basis. A lot of
new features are in the making in order to make the web site
more attractive and useful.

| want to get more serious about the commentary on Galatians
inthe Biblical I nsights seriesthat will be posted on the web
page, aswell asmakeamajor advancement intheNT bibliogra-
phy materials posted. Thefirst pericope of Gal. 1:1-5 isabout
60% complete with close of fifty pages of commentary etc.
Writing adetailed commentary that attemptsto addressawide
range of needsisextremely time consuming, but isalso avery
enriching experience. Oncethis pericopeisposted I'll alert ev-
eryone and seek some feedback on how it can beimproved.

I'masolooking forward to anew experiencelater inthespring
semester. Danny West, the director of the Center for Congre-
gational Enrichment inthediv school, asked metoteach asix
week course on Thursday evenings on the book of James.
Offered through the Lay I nstitute of Religion, thiscourseis
targeted toward lay people in the area who want to enhance
their understanding of scriptureand their religiousfaith. By the
end of January, a web page for the course will be posted at
Cranfordville.com. The course runs from March 13 through
April 17.

play. Although Claire teases me about it, | realy don't have
aspirationsto top Tim the Toolman.

The holidays were
capped off by spending
somededightful timewith |
Brian, Angieand thekids
inamountain cabin near
Saluda, NC -- somefifty
mileswest of us. Wewent
up on Sunday afternoon,
Dec. 29, and came back
on Tuesday.
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Our Christmas Holidays were wonderful.
Donald, Hdlieandkids,

Trevor weretraveling from Virginiato
Texas and stopped by our house for a
couple of days. Wecelebrated Christ-
masand had afantastic visit. Wewere
very thankful that we were able to spend thls speual time to-
gether. Angieand family came over too, and our house wasfull
of lotsof hyper kidsand laughter. How perfect!!
) After Christmas Angie,
Brian, Clay, and Taylor spent some

time at a cabin in the mountains.
- | Lorinand | went up there Sunday
&l evening and stayed until Tuesday
morning. Itwasacozy littlecabin,
A but just big enough for al of us.
2eot We had fires in the fireplace and
WaI ksinthewoods. | hopewe get to go back again some day.

Lorin gavemeavery nicedigital camerafor Christmas, a
Sony DSC-F717. | have been taking more
and more pictures, especially of the
grandkids and the beautiful N.C. scenery.
Hopefully this will save in the long run.
For me photography hasturned into agreat
hobby (although expensive). | hopeto pursuethismoreinthe
future, maybe with some photography classes, but | need to
finish my master’s classes first. There are so many things |
want to do, but there’s just not enough time.

| madeawhite dress to use as an
angel’sdressaong with white-feath-
eredwings| found | at a store. Taylor
and | had a photo session and she
definitely looked likealittleangel. |
hope to use these y props with other
grandchildrenand § 8 take more angels
pictures. | have | |ots of other ideas
for future photo sessions, but time
limits will delay most of thoseideas.
Meanwhile | will continue having
fun learning how to use my new camera.

of God, Savior.'[I = jllel" (lesous); C=Cisto/' (Christos); Q
=@/ (Theos); U=udy (huios); S=swhwr (Soter)]. Theword
ichthys meant ‘fish.' Thus early Christians, under persecution
especialy, by visually drawing the outline of afish with their
index finger could confess themselves as Christians.

All of thisunderscores the importance of correct belief in
early Christianity. Additionally, the importance of oral repeti-
tion of these can be seen, especialy in our worship experi-
ences. But the NT confessions also clearly affirm that correct
belief is centered on the basics of Jesus Christ. Move very far
beyond that in your demands for doctrinal correctness and
you have moved beyond where Jesus and the apostles were.
Later developing creedalism illustrates the danger of degener-
ating Christianity into the muck of religiouslegalism that Jesus
deeply opposed. Christian faith became correct belief, not per-
sonal commitment to Jesus Christ.

= ¢ Lorin's Musings:
;:) This month we resume the discus-
'-.'.i- sion of interpretative strategies for un-
derstanding the Bible. In the November
issue, the topic of Ancient Hymns as a part of early Christian
worship liturgy was summarized.

Another recognizable piece of early Christian tradition was
aconfession of faith, or creed. | usethetermsinterchangeably
here, although in modern times a significant distinction does
exist between these two termsat the point of binding authority
upon individuals by a Christian group. The role of the Baptist
Faith and Message, especialy the latest revision, is a subject
of highly charged debate among Southern Baptiststoday. His-
torically, Baptists have vigorously rejected creeds but have
adopted confessions of faith as nonbinding statements of com-
mon belief. The right-wing element of current Southern Bap-
tists have moved away from this, toward making the Baptist
Faith and M essage the mandatory standard of belief for every-
one using thetitle Southern Baptist. National denominational
employeesarerequired to sign pledges of compliance. Increas-
ingly, some state conventions and local associations, as well
as some congregations, are following suit with Texas and Vir-
giniabeing the two most notabl e exceptions.

In early Christianity with itsorientation toward oral memo-
rization of materials, one means of affirming apostolic belief in
Jesus Christ was the repetition of memorized confessions of
faith during worship. Frequently, thesewere closely tied to the
baptismal service. The difference, however, between aconfes-
sion of faith and ahymnin early Christianity isnot great. The
confession of faith summed up Christian belief, whilethe hymn
expressed prai se of God. Sometimesthe Greek verb trandlated
as 'confess' (aJnal ogewv, ktl. ) introduces these.

These confessions differedin length, but wereall centered
on belief in Christ. Rom. 10:9 is the shortest, "Jesusis Lord"
(krian  jlhsad n). Often the confession of Jesus centered on
acknowledgment of Him as the Messiah or Christ (e.g., Mk.
8:29; Acts17:3, 18:5, 1 John 5:1); asthe Son of God (Acts9:20);
asLord (Acts10:36; 11:20; Rom. 10:9); ashaving comeinthe
flesh (1 John 4:2), ashaving died (1 John 2:2; 1 Cor. 11:26); as
having been resurrected (1 Cor. 15:3-5).

More developed expressions can be found in passages
like1Tim. 3:16, "He (Jesus) was revealed in flesh, vindicated
in spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among Gentiles, be-
lieved in throughout the world, taken up in glory." Also note 1
Cor. 15:3-5, "that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve." In the Praescriptio of
Romans (1:3-4) aconfession of faithisfound summarizing the
essence of the Christian gospel: "the gospel concerning his
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh
and was declared to be Son of God with power according to
the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus
Christ our Lord,..."

Christologically oriented hymnsal so were confessions of
faith, such asthose found in Phil. 2:6-11, Col. 1:15-20, 1 Pet.
3:18-22, andRev. 5:12.

Sometimes, OT affirmationsof belief arefoundintheNT,
such as confession of the oneness of God in Jas 2:19 (=Deut.
6:4), of the holinessof God asin Rev. 4:8 (=Isa. 6:3).

Christians after the end of the first century developed the
acronym | CQUS (ichthys) which stood for 'Jesus Christ, Son
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