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The good intentions of being more regular in pro-
ducing our newsletter didn't get realized this year.
In large part, 2007 turned into the nightmare health
wise that 2001 was. The declining health that began in the fall
of 2006 continued to worsen and baffle the doctors through
Christmas of last year. Not until a specialist in Gastonia was

The spring semester was a typical semester with two Greek
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With the set backs to my health, | have not yet been able to complete the commentary on Colossians for the
Smyth-Helwys series. But | continue making progress and hope to finish up the project next summer. With the
advanced Greek course this spring focusing on Colossians, | should be able to make some progress during the
spring semester. Along with that is a request from E.J. Brill Publishers in the Netherlands to serve as a reader on a
proposed manuscript dealing with Colossians. That project will be finished this week and will help me get back into
a "Colossians mind-set."

Most satisfying has been the keeping of a long time personal goal to churn out at least a dozen pages of written
research and writing material each week. I've been able to fairly consistently accomplish this for over three decades,
and | became concerned that declining health would prevent me from continuing. In spite of all the health mess, and
the teaching responsibilities at GWU, | have produced a weekly Sunday School background study for the Men's
Sunday School at First Baptist Church, Shelby. It typically ranges from 10 to 20 pages of commentary material on a
Bible passage. These studies are also posted under at Cranfordville. The study on the
that I did for our church in Shelby last fall laid the foundation for continuing study that | have been able
to expand on a regular basis through most of this year. During this fall | did a 12 week Sunday evening study on the
book of James for our church and had a delightful time with the folks who were able to participate. They have asked
me to do another Sunday evening study, and so on January 13 we will begin a ten week study of the Sermon on the
Mount under the title [The Basics of Discipleship: A Study of the Sermon on the MOLQ. Pulling together materials
from years of teaching this text as a Greek exegesis course have been a refreshing re-introduction to this marvelous
scripture text.

All of this has pushed me toward the early stages of another massive project: a major revamping of Cranfordville.
As | move toward retirement, at the latest in the summer of 2010, | have begun exploring design templates with the
help of my son, Donald, whose company hosts cranfordville now. At that point the 8 to 10 thousand files now making

up cranfordville will migrate into a cutting edge, interactive web site for extensive Bible study.
For all kinds of info about us as well as a PDF copy and an

expanded HTML version of this newsletter, check out our
homepage Cranfordville at http://cranfordville.com
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This has been another fast-paced year
~ and itis just as | have always heard — “The
older you get the faster time flies.” | am 63
years old and proud of it. I'm just not so happy with all
the aches and pains that go with age. The best part of
that is that | am looking forward to retirement when | am
66 in 2 V; years.

Meanwhile | am en-
joying anything to do E
with photography. Lorin
bought me a marvelous
new digital camera which
takes the best pictures
and | can now enlarge
pictures even more. We
had one blownupto 24” x &
36" and it was absolutely
beautiful.

One of the hardest
parts of this past year has
been with Lorin’s health.
He has really had a diffi-
cult time and there have been several times | was very
worried about him. | had more experience than | wanted
in driving him to and from the hospital for procedures

including the emergency room. Just recently he has be-
gun to feel a little better.

Some of my more enjoyable times have been with
Angie, Carrie, and Nathan (Carrie’s friend) and includ-
ing Carrie’s new dog — Petey. When we go hiking in the
mountains Petey likes to lead the way. | have gotten
some great pictures, but now need to go back and take
more with my new camera.

Lorin and | took a digital photography class last
summer at Isothermal Community College. We had a
very good teacher and we
hope to take another class
next month with him for an
advanced class. Lorin and |
went to the mountains a few
Saturdays during the fall and
had such a wonderful time
taking way too many pic-
tures. We photographed our
second small wedding. | still
much prefer taking nature
pictures — it is less stressful.

We are now looking
forward to Brian, Clay and
Taylor coming from Texas to
visit us for the holidays. We have a lot to look forward to
with family. | hope that all of you have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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At 66 years | look at life very

differently than at 16 years in 1957

or even 36 years in 1977. The one
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each of us will face a day of j re we must
stand before the God of this to be examined
by our Lord concerning the faithfulness of our carrying
out His mission on earth. Our eternal destiny rests on
that divine judgment. The journey itself is a marvelous
adventure with the Lord walking along side us through
His Spirit to give direction and strength for the task.
This framework has defined the direction of my life
over these 66 years and will continue to do so until |
stand before the Lord in judgment. | cannot imagine a
worthwhile life outside such a framework. Certainly it
can never provide the levels of satisfaction and joy that
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i Id I have anticjpated hardly any of the things
that have happened i It life. As a 36 year old
settling into t eing a seminary professor
in g to understand something of
of authentic scholarship. As the 12 month
ong sabbatical year was approaching in 1981-82, | began
preparing for it by taking classes in German, French, and
Latin at the University of Texas at Arlington. Yet, never
could | have anticipated how much impact that year of
study at the University of Bonn would have on my life
and career. Now at 66 years in 2007, I'm looking forward
to retirement from an active teaching career and to the
pursuit of writing and other things that will help me serve
the Lord in new and exciting ways.

The spiritual journey brings new views just like the
mountain hike. Each one has its own contours and ap-
peal, but all are shaped by the common thread of serving
Christ. | pray that you share this same perspective.
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