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d’s Prayer !
Agopy of this lesson is posted in Adobe pdf format at pitp:/cranfordville.conj under Bible Studieq in the Bible Study

Aids section. A note about the blue, underlined material: These are hyperlinks that allow you to click them on and
bring up the specified scripture passage automatically while working inside the |pdf file connected to the internet.
- Just use your web browser’s back arrow or the taskbar to return to the lesson material.

Quick Links to the Study
I. Contex . Bessaéé

. Historica .[The Son &
iterar

oo

What is the Lord’s Prayer? Tradi-
tionally in the English Bible the Lord’s
Prayer refers to the del prayer that
Jesus taught his disciples to use, as
found in both Matthew 6:9-13 and
Luke 11:2-4. In reality the ‘prayer that
Jesus’ prayed’ is found here in John
17. The other was set forth as a pat-
tern for disciples to follow in develop-
ing their own prayer life. In this prayer
recorded by John we are privileged to
hear the very heart beat of Jesus as
he reaches out to the Heavenly Father =&
and lays open his heart before God.

The prayer comes as the climax
of the lengthy discourse section in
John 13-17 that took place in the up-
per room just prior to his departure
to the Mount of Olives (cf. Jhn 18:1).
As the climatic element, the prayer
also was given for the benefit of the |
disciples who listened in as Jesus
prayed. Centuries later, thanks to the
preservation of the Greek translation
of the original prayer in Aramaic by
the fourth gospel writer, we are also
privileged to “listen in” to Jesus pray-
ing these magnificent words to the J
Heavenly Father. Tfr ugh these words w Tind both encouragement and instruction.
They have vital rel hip today.

vance to our disciple

I. Context
As per the usual pattern we will draw heavily on previous studiegd in the fourth gospel for the balance

of the background material. New material will be added to supplement the existing writing.
OOOOOOOGIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOON OGOV
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a. Historical
External Histo
fourth gospel comes as the
gospels to be written. By e
gospel was composed by
late 80s to middle 90s of th
Tradition identifies Ephest
and where the apostle spe
life. The final chapter is clea
material to the original dacu

nal document early before

the story of Jesus is narr
Book of Signs points to
six miracles of Jesus tha
lead up to his death and
resurrection, the symbol-
ically significant seventh
sign of divine blessing
on Jesus. This source
along with the Passion
Narrative materials pro-
vided ample material
for the Johannine write
to interpret Jesus to his
original readers in awa
that made Jesus vitall
relevant to their needs
as largely Gentile believ-
ers at the close of the
first Christian century.
In Christ they found the
divine Logos incarnate
as a man who demon-
strated the love of God
for a dying world.

Internal History.
As has been the case
since the first study in
chapter thirteen, the pr

given depends upon the
the Jewish Passover. He

the Lord’s Supper. John al

. The composition of the

with John’s approval, and was appended to the origi-

Very distinct from the synoptic gospels, the Prologue
(1:1-18) lays out an interpretive “grid” through which

last of the four canonical
arly church tradition this
the Apostle John in the
e first Christian century.
s as the place of origin
nt the latter years of his
rly a later addition adding
ment. Perhaps this came

it was widely circulated.

ated to the reader. The

ence of time and place

markers signalling where this material was originally
arkers in chapter thirteen.
These place Jesus in the upper room on the eve of

has gathered there with

his disciples to celebrate Passover and to institute

one clues us into a great

deal of the conversation that took place during the
evening’s festivities. And for that we can be grateful.
With snippets of discourse material stitched together
in chapters thirteen through seventeen we are privi-

leged to “listen in” on the cdnversations taking place
back and forth between Jesus and the disciples.

In chapter seventeen the time and place markers
are very limited.

The place markers focus on two locations:
heaven and earth. Heaven is mentioned directly
in verse 1 where Jesus “looked up to heaven” (gig
TOV 00pavoV). Elsewhere the reference is indirect.
Verses 11 and 13: “l am coming to you” (v. 11, K&y®
npog o Epxouat; v. 13, mpog o€ €pyouat). Verse 8:
“I came from you* (mtap& 600 €€qABoV). The “you” in
each instance is the Heavenly Father.

The other place marker is identified either as
“earth” or “world” with the latter being much more fre-
quent. Verse 4: “| glorified
ou on earth” (£yw o€ €56~
Eaoa €mi Tiig YAG). The
ord for “world”, koopoc,
occurs a dozen times in
his chapter with differ-
ent shades of meaning.
H. Sasse (Theologica
Dictionary of the New
Testament, abridged, Lo-
gos Systems) provides a
helpful summation of the
Johannine concept of ko
ouoc and related Greek

cosmos is the
universe of which Christ is

the light (Jn. 8:12) and to
hich he comes or is sent
(3:17; 10:36; 11:27, etc.).
Christ and his kingdom
are not of it (8:23; 18:36).
In divine love he has come
to save it (3:16-17). As
the Lamb of God he takes
away its sin (1:29). But the
cosmos knows neither nor God (1:10; 17:25).
Outwardly it goes after him (12:19), but it really
meets him with hatred (7:7). Hence his mission entails
its judgment (12:31; 16:11). In such references the
cosmos is as it were a collective person represented by
its prince. Christ and the cosmos are thus opponents
(14:27; cf. 1 Jn. 4:4; 5:18-19). Salvation history is a
struggle between Christ and the cosmos, or the evil
one who rules it (1 Jn. 4:3; 5:19). Christ is victorious
in this conflict (Jn. 16:33). Believers are elected out of
the cosmos (15:19; 17:

hi

-

5). In them the cosmos is to see
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that the Father in love |has sent the Son (17:21). The
cosmos will turn its hatred on them (15:18-19; 17:14;
1 Jn. 3:13). But they will overcome the cosmos (16:33;
cf. 1 Jn. 5:4-5). They are in the world as Christ was (/7.
17:11; cf. 9:5), but, born of God, they are no longer of
it (17:16). Thus, although they are sent into it (17:17),
they are not to love it, i.e., as the world of the lust of
the flesh and the eyes, and | the pride of life. This is not
negation of the world, or contempt for it; it is the faith
that overcomes the evil world.
Thus the cosmos in John is both earth and people,
both of which are under the control of the Devil and in
conflict with God. One must then examine closely the
context of each occurrence of koopoc to see where

b. Literary

Genre. The broad genre is that of gospel.
Therefore the document reflects a highly interpre-
tive presentation of the life and ministry of Jesus,
rather than pure objective |history or biography. As
is indicated in , its stated purposes is “these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you
may have life in his name.” Quite clearly the gospel
writer is attempting to help his targeted readers un-
derstand the relevancy and importance of Jesus to
their lives as the exclusive source of eternal life. Thus
he will feel free to take the historical Jesus traditions
in oral circulation and adapt them for a largely non-
Jewish audience. Ancient history was preeminently
concerned with showing the relevancy of the past to
the present, unlike modern historiography. And John
wrote from that ancient perspective. So we should
not be surprised to find distinctives in the way he

presents his story of Jesus.
The sub-genre of chapter seventeen is that of
a recorded prayer. George Beasley-Murray (Word
Biblical Commentary, Logos Systems) provides
helpful insight into the literary nature of chapter
seventeen:
The prayer of chap. 17 is no everyday prayer, bug
is conditioned by its position at the conclusion of the
farewell discourse of Jesus. The inclusion of a prayer is
not uncommon in descriptions of farewell discourses
in the OT and in later Jewish writings. The book of
Deuteronomy, itself a series of farewell discourses in
form, concludes with the Song of Moses (chap. 32) and
Moses’ blessings of the tribes (chap. 33); the former is
a psalm, the latter a kind of prophetic prayer. In Jewish
apocalyptic literature we may note the prayer of Ezra in
4 Ezra 8:19b-306, the prayer of Baruch in 2 Bar 48, and
in the Book of Jubilees| the prayers ascribed to Moses

OO

the place or people meaning is dominant.

The time markers center on two time frames.
Verses 5 and 24: “the glory that | had in your presence
before the world existed* (apd oeavt® tfi 86&N 1
eixov mpd To0 TOV KbouoV eivat Tapd coi) and “you
loved me before the foundation of the world* (Hy&nnodg
ue po mataPoliig kGopov). Here Jesus affirms his
pre-existence, which John had affirmed about him
as the divine Logos in the Prologue of the gospel
(cf. Jhn. 1:1-18). The other time marker is in verse
13: “But now | am coming to you...“ (v0v 8¢ pog o€

€pxopat). Jesus alludes to his death / resurrection
ascenion with the tempara

adverb vOv.
OGO

, Abraham (chaps. 20-22)
n is frequently called to com-
netic literature, notably thag
:31-32) and that at the end
of the work “Concerning Regeneration” (13:21-22; see
Dodd, Interpretation, 236—39); others are also impressed
with those found in Mandaean writings, especially the
Book of John, 236-39 (so Bauer, 208, and Bultmann,
as reflected in the footnotes of his exposition, 490-522).
The distinctiveness of the prayer of John 17, over against
other related compositions, lies in the uniqueness of
him who prays and the setting of his prayer: Jesus, the
Son of God, is about to depart to his Father through a
death and resurrection for the life of the world; in that
circumstance he prays that the purpose of God may
be perfectly fulfilled through what he now does and
through his followers.

Literary Context. The immediate context is

the farewell discourse of Jesus in the upper room
that covers chapters thirteen through seventeen of
the Gospel of John. The chart below provided by
Gerald L. Borcherd (NAC, Logos Systems) helpfully
graphs out the literary setting of chapter seventeen,
and then provides this helpful explanation:

The first part of the next ring therefore involved the
introduction of the Circle of Anxiety and the promise
that Jesus” departure to the Father was purposeful. In-
side that ring came the first part of the divine answer
to the disciples’ distress|in the first segment of the Par-
aclete sayings. That, in turn, led to the core involving
the necessity of abiding in Jesus to assure authentic
discipleship. As we moved out from that core again to
the inner ring, new Paraclete sayings were introduced
to deal with the hostility in the world. That, in turn,
led back to the Circle of Anxiety and the promise that
like the pain of childbirth, the disciples’ anxiety would
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turn to joy; and even thoy
sus, he would bring them

Now as we return (o {
the focus is once again full
for them in chap. 13 the
cipleship through love, he

concerns for the commun

ful symphony that integra
ideas into a priceless work
The heart of the discour
chapter seventeen contribL

the cycle of teaching and
disciples by Jesus in the u
his arrest.

Systems) adds additional i
In some respects the

entire Fourth Gospel to thi

include Jesus’ obedience to

peace.

y on Jesus. As Jesus modeled

ity’s mission and well-being
through prayer. This Farewell Cycle is like a beauti-

center with its thematic emphases. Also it completes

D. A. Carson (Pillar NT Commentary, Logos

gh they would abandon Je-
he outer ring and chap. 17,

nature of community dis-
re he modeled for them his

tes an amazing interplay of
of art.

se is chapter fifteen, and
tes to the framing of that

affirmation given to the
pper room on the eve of

nsight:
prayer is a summary of the
s point. Its principal themes
his Father, the glorification|

of his Father throu
revelation of God in C

their unity modelled o
the Son, and their final
Father and the Son. To

disciples out of the world,

h

ris

his death/exaltation, the
t Jesus, the choosing of the
their mission to the world,
he unity of the Father and
stiny in the presence of the
t this summary in the form

Nt
de

cas

g 3
|

?\hg' ll)l..: =

of a prayer is not only t
up on the cross, but ¢
the movement that brin
the central themes of th
IFG, pp. 419-420").

(Cambridge University Press

0 a
0 ¢

nticipate Jesus being ‘lifted
ontribute to the climax of

Dodd, C. H. Dodd, The Inte

gs Christ back to God—one of
e farewell discourse (¢f- Dodd,

rpretation of the Fourth Gospel

1953)

Il. Message
Literary Structure.
different commentators,
tives. The thought flow i
(vv. 17b-26), which is co
The narrative introdt
recorded words of Jesu
gé\dAnoev 'Incotc) and is
TOUG 0POaApOLG AUTOD €iq
The discourse mate
Testament. The weaving
previous discourse mate
of themes, and new con
The literary structure
Murray notes.? Although

The structure of the pr.
adopted, namely, vv 1-5, 6-
confirmation of his thesis th
16:17 makes atonement for |
Priesthood of Christ and His Mi

final paragraph of the prayer
25-26 (Barrett, 499). These d

a fourfold division: vv 1-5, 6+8, 9-19, 20-26 (Interpretation, 41

The internal thought flow h
but the more common thre
n John 17 moves from a n
nstituted as a lengthy pray
iction functions only to set
s to his disciples. The link
followed by the tone settin
OV ovpavdv einev:). See th
rial (statements 1-47) form
pattern of thought express
rial beginning in chapter th
cepts all woven into the fal
has been discussed and d
no modern western way ¢

ayer has been much discussed.
19,|20-26 (Jesus prays for himse
at the prayer has in view the pr
himself, for his family, for the
nisters, [62-79]). Since vv 6-8 do

,e.8., Vv 1-5, 6-19, 20-23, 24-26
ivisions are based on considera

been assessed in differ
old pattern seems more

vcedures of the Jewish Day of At
eople, but the interpretation is
not strictly contain a petition {
times included with vv 1-2i.¢., vv 1-8, 9-19, 20-26 (so Bernard, 2:559; Brown, 2:749-50). The

7-18). Others have opted for a fi
(Lagrange, 449-51; Strathmann
tions of content. Some have so

ent ways over the years by
accurate than the alterna-
) to the discourse material
y Father.

ayer back to the previously
mes in statement A (Tadta
in statement B (kai énapag
de
er

e

d anywhere in the New
n a similar manner to the
t of thought, overlapping

>

to
p
db
h).

on

rs, as George Beaseley-
'st century Jewish writer

y Westcott, has been widely
Feuillet saw in this division
ement: the High Priest in Lev
somewhat attenuated (see The
or the disciples, they are some-
same consideration led Dodd to
surfold analysis that divides the
231-35), or vv 1-5, 6-19, 20-24,
ught to obtain a more objective

analysis of the prayer by examining its formal characteristi

cs.|E. Malatesta proposed an eld

borate literary structure in the
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who was writing to a largel

of thought does posses
the merits of the propos
to be the best way to un

al 1
de

y Greek audience can e

S much to commend itself.

hat Schnackenburg set
rstand the content of Je

ver be precisely on target,
From an analysis of the B
forth and that Beasley-Mur
sus’ prayer from a modern

the basic threefold division

lock Diagrag one can see

prayer which includes exter
(a—b—c—b'—a'), and careful
the prayer: vv 1-5, 6-8, 9-19,
ing the schematic arrangem
the formula kai vov (“and ng

nal
ly
20
ent

’
W

1-4 (introduction to the prayer)

[1964] 168-95, 413-32).]. Bec
of the succession (i) report of
ter the announcement of the
the Son prays for his glorific

ker
on
th

ati

elements, such as repetition
alanced length of lines, wor
-24, 25-26 (see his article, “T
of the prayer and its thema
), which reflects the Semitic

,7-12 (part 1), 13-23 (part 2),
used the category of genre i
e’sright, (i) introduction to
eme of glory, authority, and |
on: 6-13, revelation of the na

tion of the word of God and healing of the Church in the trut
tung und theologiegeschichtliche Stellung des Gebetes in Jol

While these more d
too much (for an evaluation
sis, which seeks to take into
greatly from those of his for
in our own exposition (a su

eta
see

ac
eru
nm

count both the formal eleme
nners, but it seems to us to
ry of his position, in light o

It may be reproduced as foll
vv 6-19, prayer for the disciy
prayer that they may be con:s
believers may be perfected i
BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOA

a. The Son and th

Greek NT

1 Talbta €AdAnoev
'INool¢ Kal €mdpag Tovg
0@BaAuolg abToD £ig TOV
o0pavdyV eimev: mdtep,
eARALOeV 1] Gpar §6Eacdv
oov TOV LIdV, va O VIOG
do&don of, 2 kabwg
£dwkag avt® €€ovoiav
Taong capkog, va maEv
0 dédwkag avt® dwon
a0Toi¢ (WNVv aiwviov. 3
avtn 8¢ éoTv N alWV1og
(wn  va  yIV@oKwoy
ot TOV HOVOV GAnBvov
Pedv Kal OV AméoTelAag
'InooGv Xpiotdv. 4 Eyw
oe €d6&aoa éml TAG YAG
0 €pyov TeEAswwoag O
JEdWKAG pot Tva T oW
5 kal vOv 86&aodv e o0,
TATEP, TOPA CEAVTH T
86&n 1 elxov mpd Tod TOV
kéopov etval mapd oof.

ow!
vle
ec

rated with Jesus; (iii) vv 20-2

1 the glory of Jesus.
OO
e Father, vv. 1-5

NASB

1 Jesus spoke these
things; and lifting up His
eyes to heaven, He said,
“Father, the hour has
come; glorify Your Son,
that the Son may glorify
You, 2 even as You gave
Him authority over all
flesh, that to all whom
'You have given Him, He
may give eternal life. 3
This is eternal life, that
they may know You,
the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom You
have sent. 4 | glorified
You on the earth,
having  accomplished
the work which You
have given Me to do.
5 Now, Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself,
with the glory which |
had with You before the
world was.

led analyses of the prayer are i
Schnackenburg’s article, “Strukturanalyse von Joh 17,” 67-6

n 1

nt
ACC

f h

, and chiasmus, both in major s
ds, and syllables. On this basis h
he Literary Structure of John 17
tic|structure). A. Laurentin ana

WNN Woattah. He thereby pro

(transition), 25-26 (conclusig

h his investigation of the chapte
1 petition, (iii) the petition itself,
ifeleternal in vv 1b-2 he saw its
me of God and prayer forthe Ch
h; 22-26, vision of the heavenly

”

J 56-83: more briefly in Bec
pressive, they schematize t

s of structure and the conter
ord well with the text and it
s article, is set forth in his c

s: (i) vv 1-5, prayer for the glory of the Son that he may giv
(a) 6-11a, reason for praying f
, prayer that all believers may b

or them, (b) 11b-16, prayer t

DO

NRSV

1 After Jesus had
spoken these words,
he looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify
your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, 2
since you have given
him authority over all
people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have
given him. 3 And this is
eternal life, thatthey may
know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. 4 |
glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that
you gave me to do. 5 So
now, Father, glorify me
in your own presence
with the glory that | had
in your presence before
the world existed.

ray

ect

"

p
yz
du
n)
r.H
(i

ur

follows. It seems to me

perspective.

ions (A—B—A) and in minor

e produced a fivefold analysis of

rovided with charts illustrat-
ed the prayer on the basis of

red the following analysis: vv
(“Weattah — koi vOv,” Bib 45
e found a fourfold repetition
) the basis of the petition. Af{

development as follows: vv 4-5,

ch in its unity: 14-19, revela-

glory of Jesus, (“Aufbau, Schich-

ker
he

3).
nt ¢
5 C(
ommentary, 3:167-69, 197-202),
el
hat
e Q0

’s commentary, 2:508-17).

alleged structures of the text
Schnackenburg’s own analy-
f the prayer, does not differ
ntent, and we shall follow it

fe to those given to him; (ii)
they may be kept, (c) 17-19,
ne; (iv) vv 24-26, prayer that

OGO

NLT
1 After saying all
these things, Jesus

looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour
has come. Glorify your
Son so he can give glory
back to you. 2 For you
have given him authority
over everyone. He gives
eternal life to each one
you have given him. 3
And this is the way to
have eternal life—to
know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ,
the one you sent to
earth. 4 | brought glory
to you here on earth by
completing the work you
gave me to do. 5 Now,
Father, bring me into the
glory we shared before
the world began.
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Notes:

This first segment
emphasizes the relation
of Jesus to the Heavenly
Father. The narrative in-
troduction, v. 1a, merely
introduces the words of
Jesus and frames them
as a prayer, as has been
already discussed above
under Literary Struc
urg.

The words of Jesus
are framed by two peti-
tions uttered by Jesus
to the Heavenly Father:
a) “glorify your son” (8-
o6V oov ToV LIdV), and
b) “glorify me* (86&xadv
ue ov). Linked to the
second petition is a dec-
laration, “I glorified you”
(eyw og €66&aoa). Thus,
the central concept is deri
Sofalw. The meaning of t
derived strictly from the
on a definition not found in
Kittel (Kittel’s Theologica
Testament, abridged, Log
helpful summation:

1. déxa as the Divi

ne|

ed from the Greek verb
his verb inside the NT is

LXX of the OT and takes

secular Greek. Gerhard
Dictionary of the New
ps Systems) provides a

Mode of Being. While the

term can denote ‘reputation” or “power,” its main

use in the NT is shaped
biblical term rather than a
nuances may embrace divin
radiance, what is always

by the OT; it thus becomes a

Greek one. While individual

e honor, splendor, power, or

expressed is the divine mode of

being, although with varying stress on the element of

1

visible manifestation (cfl.

k. 2:9; 9:31-32; Acts 22:11;

Rev. 15:8; 21:23). In the NT again, giving God glory

means acknowledging

2:14) what is already a
presuppose an estin (Gal. 1
in John is the almost naive
God’s glory and a use for t
be given either by men

2. The doxa of Jesus.

re

or

Th

Acts 12:23) or extolling (Lk,

ality. NT doxologies, then,

:5; 1 Pet. 4:11). A peculiarity

juxtaposition of the use for
he honor or praise that may|
God (12:41, 43).

e NT takes a decisive step by

relating ddxa to Christ in the same way as to God. ddxa

then reflects all the dynan;

ism of the relation of God

and Christ. Thus Christ i
Father (Rom. 6:4). He
3:16). He is at the right

raised by the glory of the

is taken up into glory (1 Tim,

hand of glory (Acts 7:55).

| Most of these references

déxa is acknowledged, but

it. It is in the light of the passion that believers, by the

Spirit, see Christ’s glory.

In the expansion elements of each core expres-

sion one senses the rich
concept of glory.

2 36&acdv cov TOV LISV,
tva 6 viog do&don of,

Kabw¢ Edwkag avt® €ovoiav

tva Tav 0 6£dwkag adT® dwon adToig

2 glorify Your Son,

that the Son may glorify You,

even as You gave Him authority
over all flesh,
that to all whom You have given

The petition is for God to
The purpose of this is for th
show honor to the Father.
ing of honor is measured

(2¢ovciav) already given to the Son over all humanity.

The purpose of the divine g
the Son to grant eternal life
given to him for this.

The request for honor

im, He may give eternal life.

Glory is ascribed to him ag
to God (cf. Lk. 2:14 and
Heb. 13:21). He is the Lord
of glory (1 Cor. 2:8; Jms,
2:1). 'The eschatological
hope (cf. Is. 40:5) is the
appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ (Tit. 2:13).

are to the risen Christ, but
the revelation of glory at
his birth points already to
his coming from above (Lk,
2:9). In John, faith also sees
the glory of the incarnate
Christ (1:14; 2:11; 11:40).
This déxa of Christ is not
visible in itself. He has to
be glorified (Jn. 7:39; cf]
12:23; 13:31; 16:14; the
prayer in 17:1, 5). The
entry into glory is at the
cross (13:31), where God’s
there is also participation in

ness of thought for the

ndong capKAG,

Cwnv aidviov.

show honor to the Son.
e Son to then be able to
The extent of the show-
by the power / authority

ranting of authority is for
to all that the Father has

by Jesus is not self cen-

P
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tered. God’s granting honori{to him is so he can return
it through his action of dying on the cross. The death

Jesus. The expansion elements add considerable
depth to this second petition. The link to the com-

resurrection / ascensio

vent is in view here. And

it is perceived as an expression of divine honor re-
flecting both upon the Heavenly Father as well as
upon Jesus. Ironically the divine essence is radiated
through what humans considered a dishonorable
way of dying. But to those granted the privilege of
eternal life there would come profound realization
of the depths of divine action in the “Christ event”
that lay immediately in front of Jesus.

The amplification of this can be seen in the
declaration that follows: “And this is eternal life, that
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent* (alitn 8¢ £otiv 1] aidviog {wr)
VA YIVWOOKWGLV 6€ TOV Udvov GAnOvov Beov kal
ov anéotelag 'Incodv Xpiotov). Here we see the
Johannine definition of salvation: to know God and
to know Jesus out of an ongoing experiencial en-

pleted work is stressed b
has faithfully fulfilled hi

nd now” (Kol vOV). Jesus
assignment and it is now

the Father’s opportunity to validate that by showing
honor to Christ. The resurrection will become that
divine affirmation of God’s approval of Jesus.

The honor requeste defined by two reposi-
tional phrases. First, “in your own presence” (mapa
oeaut®). The sense is more than just to return to the
divine presence. Rather, it is to return to the position
of the “right hand of the |Father” the place of honor
and exaltation of the one setting next to the king.
Second, “with the glory that | had in your presence before
the world existed. “ (tfj 8&n 1 €ixov mpd ToT TOV Ké-
ooV ivat mapd oof). This was the position that the
pre-incarnate Christ occupjed before the world was
created. Thus Jesus asks to return to the place of
honor that he had vacated when he became man.

counter with both.
The pther petition s
idea but with different ex

resses the same essential
pansion elements:

of almighty God in full

in Jesus Christ as Logo

What we can learn fro
cant. First, the divine dox.

these verses is signifi-
, ‘glory,’ is the presence

isclosure. To the believing
community, that divine presence has been revealed

ust as John declared in

the Prologue of this gospel (Jhn 1:14):

4 % gyw og £d6&non
€M TAG i
T0 €pYoV TEAELWOAG
0 SEdWKAG pot
va motrjowr
> Kal
Y
5 d6&uabV e oV,
natep,
AP CEAVTR
1 86N

N €ixov
p

o-

00 ToV Kboov eivar
TP
The declaration is made: ‘I have glorified you” (€yw o€
£86&aox). This is qualified in two ways. First, Christ
has shown honor to the Father “upon the earth” (£mi
¢ yNG). Everything done during the earthly life
of Jesus was designed to honor God, and now in

oo

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s

only son, full of grace and truth.”
Jesus’ prayer affirms this truth and petitions the
Heavenly Father to validate it to the disciples. But
with the dominance of the verb §oEalw (4x) over
the noun Sofa (1x), we are reminded that the divine
presence is dynamic action, not a static presence,
as the charting (next page) of the NRSV translation
of the Greek verb illustrates. Doxa (8ofa) can be
demonstrated by various actions. From the human
angle, we manifest the divine presence through
1. our faithful obedience to the will of God just as
Jesus did. When God demonstrates doxa to us,
it is not that He gives us glory. Not at all' Rather,
He grants us the priviledge of standing in His doxa,
His presence.

Second, in that divin
life (N aiwviog (wn). Th

oxa there comes eternal
eart of this kind of life is

particular what he stood
climax that honoring of G
honor is defined by the
completed the work which
Tele1doag 0 SESWKAG pot
work was the cross.
Growing out of the
his work comes the requ

ready to do in dying would
od, How Jesus showed God
participle phrase “by having
you gave me to do* (0 €pyov
va oirjow). Central to this

claim of having completed
est for the Father to honor

knowing “the one true God and the one whom God sent,
Jesus Christ* (va yIVWOK®G1V G€ TOV HOVOV GAN01vov
Pedv kal Ov dméotethag Tnoodv Xpiotodv). Wow! This
doxa stuff is crucial. And for John, it was the primary
way to communicate to his initial readers a new way|
of describing what Paul labels as salvation. Life,
abundant and eternal, i live in the presence of
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give gl

glory

o=t it= glory

glorifies

lorified

glarifying

priviledged to know God

Greek NT

6 'EQavEPWTd 6OV TO
Svopa Toig avOpwmolg
o0g €0wKAG HoL €K TOD
kdopov. ool foav kduol
a0TOUC EdWKAC KAl TOV
Adyov cov TeThpnKAV. 7
VOV €yvwkav 0Tt Tavia
G0 ESWKAG HOL TOPQ
coD glotv- 8 GTLTA prpaTA
& E0wKAG pot SEdwKa
a0TOIG, Kal avtol EAafov
Kal &yvwoav  aAnddg
St1 map& cod €EfABov,
kal émiotevoav Oti 60
pe améotelhag. 9 Eyw
mepl abTOV £pWT®, OV
mepl T00 KOOUOL EPWTH
A mept OV d€8wkdg
pot, Oti ool eiow, 10

glorify  gorit

God both now and forever.
an

OO
b. The Son and the [

honared

hanar

heenglorified

i everywhiere

In that presence we are
d Christ, not just with our

OO
Disciples, vv. 6-19
NASB

6 “l have manifested
Your name to the men
whom You gave Me out
of the world; they were
Yours and You gave
them to Me, and they
have kept Your word.
7 Now they have come
to know that everything
You have given Me is
from You; 8 for the words
which You gave Me |
have given to them; and
they received them and
truly understood that |
came forth from You,
and they believed that
You sent Me. 9 | ask on
their behalf; | do not ask
on behalf of the world,
but of those whom You

began praising

praizing

praised

glorious

them to soak into our mind

NRSV
6 “l have made you
name known to those
whom you gave me from
the world. They were

yours, and you gave
them to me, and the
have kept your word.
7 Now they know tha
everything you have
given me is from you;
8 for the words tha
you gave to me | have
given to them, and the
have received them and
know in truth that | came
from you; and they have
believed that you sen
me. 9 | am asking on
their behalf;

P

ird, the manifestation of

ing in the death and res-

t with our hearts as well.
nowing’ is experiencially
VaoIc, 1).

e presence in Jesus’ life
equests of the Father is
his death and resurrec-
prayer was that through
periences the Heavenly
ould show Himself and
oval of Christ. The arrival
sur” (matep, EARALOeY 1)
s explicitly for this pur-

se verses are rich with
'spectives on what God

of Christ. In his praying,
ught God'’s affirmation,
words of his praying
ant to amplify this to the
as they listened to him
spect it wasn’t until much
these words took on their
meaning to the disciples.
t may take a while for
s as well.

OO0

NLT

6 “lI have revealed
you to the ones you gave
me from this world. They
were always yours. you
gave them to me, and
they have kept your
word. 7 Now they know
that everything | have
is a gift from you, 8 for |
have passed on to them
the message you gave
me. They accepted it
and know that | came
from you, and they
believe you sent me.
9 My prayer is not for
the world, but for those
you have given me,
because they belong to
you. 10 All who are mine
belong to you, and you
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Kal T0 €ua mAvta od
£0TIV KAl TX 04 €Ud, KAl
dedé&aopar €v avTolC.
11 Kal OUKETL iyl €V TG
KOOUW, Kal abTol &V TR
KOOUW €161V, KAYW TPOG
ot €pyxoual. mdatep dyie,
TPNoOV alTOvG €V T
dvéuati oov @ d¢8wkdg
pot, fva Qotv £v kabag
Nueig. 12 6te Aunv pet’
aUTOV  Eyw  £THPOLV
avTovg €v T® Ovouari
oov @ SEdwkdg uot, kail
gpUAaa, kal ovdeig €&
AUTOV GTWAETO €l un O
v10¢ TG amwAeiag, va
N ypagn mAnpwof. 13
VOV 3¢ TpOG oe Epxouat
kal tadta AaA®d €v
@ KOouw va EXwov
TNV XOp&v TNV €UV
TEMANPWUEVIV v
£aUTOIG. 14 €yw SEdwKa
avTOIG TOV Adyov oov
Kal O KOoWoG €uionoev
a0TOVG, OTL OUK ElolV €K
T00 KOOHOL KAOWC £yw
oUK €lyl €k T0D KOoUOU,
15 OUK €pWT® va dpng
a0TOUG €K TOU KOOUOU,
AN Tva trprong avtolg
€k oD TovnpoU. 16 €K
T00 KOOUOU OUK Elolv
Kabwg €yw oUK eipl €k
T00 Kdopov. 17 ayiacov
avToLG €v Tff GAnBelq
0 Abyog 0 060G GANOeid
gotv. 18 kabwg Eue
anéotellag €l TOV
KOO0V, KAY®W ATEGTELINN
aUTOVG €1 TOV KOOUOV-
19 kol Umep avTOV
gyw ayidlw Euautov,
iva Qowv kal avrol
Nylaouévot €v aAnBeiq.

have given Me; for they
are Yours; 10 and all
things that are Mine are
Yours, and Yours are
Mine; and | have been
glorified in them. 11  am
no longer in the world;
and yet they themselves
are in the world, and
| come to You. Holy
Father, keep them in
Your name, the name
which You have given
Me, that they may be
one even as We are. 12
While | was with them,
| was keeping them in
Your name which You
have given Me; and |
guarded them and not
one of them perished
but the son of perdition,
so that the Scripture
would be fulfilled. 13
But now | come to You;
and these things | speak
in the world so that they
may have My joy made
full in themselves. 14 |
have given them Your
word; and the world has
hated them, because
they are not of the world,
even as | am not of the
world. 15 | do not ask
You to take them out of
the world, but to keep
them from the evil one.
16 They are not of the
world, even as | am nof
of the world. 17 Sanctify
them in the truth; Your
word is truth. 18 As You
sent Me into the world, |
also have sent them into
the world. 19 For their
sakes | sanctify Myself,
that they themselves
also may be sanctified
in truth.

those whom you gave
me, because they are
yours. 10 All mine are
yours, and yours are
mine; and | have been
glorified in them. 11 And
now | am no longer in
the world, but they are
in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in
your name that you have
given me, so that they
may be one, as we are
one. 12 While | was with
them, | protected them in
your name that you have
given me. | guarded
them, and not one of
them was lost except
the one destined to be
lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. 13 But
now | am coming to you,
and | speak these things
in the world so that they
may have my joy made
complete in themselves.
14 | have given them
your word, and the world
has hated them because
they do not belong to
the world, just as | do
not belong to the world.
15 | am not asking you
to take them out of the
world, but | ask you to
protect them from the
evil one. 16 They do not
belong to the world, just
as | do not belong to the
world. 17 Sanctify them
in the truth; your word
is truth. 18 As you have
sent me into the world,
so | have sent them into
the world. 19 And for their
sakes | sanctify myself,
so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.

have given them to me,
so they bring me glory.
11 Now | am departing
from the world; they are
staying in this world,
but | am coming to you.
Holy Father, you have
given me your name;
now protect them by the
power of your name so
that they will be united
just as we are. 12
During my time here, |
protected them by the
power of the name you
gave me. | guarded them
so that not one was lost,
except the one headed
for destruction, as the
Scriptures foretold. 13
Now | am coming to
you. | told them many
things while | was with
them in this world so
they would be filled
with my joy. 14 | have
given them your word.
And the world hates
them because they do
not belong to the world,
just as | do not belong
to the world. 15 I'm not
asking you to take them
out of the world, but to
keep them safe from
the evil one. 16 They do
not belong to this world
any more than | do. 17
Make them holy by your
truth; teach them your
word, which is truth. 18
Just as you sent me into
the world, | am sending
them into the world. 19
And | give myself as a
holy sacrifice for them
so they can be made
holy by your truth.
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Notes:
The focus now shifts
disciples. Beasley-Murra
gives some insight here in seeing three sections
of Jesus’ praying for the disciples: 1) Reasons, vv.
6-11a; 2) Protection, vv, 11b-16; 3) Consecration,
vv. 17-19.
1) Reasons, vv. 6-11a:“6 “| have made your name
known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to
me | have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that | came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. 9 | am asking on their behalf;
| am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All
mine are yours, and yours ine; and | have been glori-
fied in them. 11 And now | no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and | am coming to you.“ (6 "E@a-
VEPWOA 6oL TO Gvoua Toi§ AvOpwmolg
00¢ E8WKAG ot ék ToD kGalov. 6ol ooy
Kapol aToUg EdwKAG KAl TOV AGyov 6ov
TETAPNKAV. 7 VOV €yVwKav OTL TAVIA
Goa SESWKAG Yot TapX cob elotv: 8 Gt
Ta PHpoTa & E6WKAG Hot dEdWK avTOlG,
kal avtol EAaPov kal Eyvwoay dANO&OGS
Ot mapa 0od €EABOV, kal EmicTevoav
Ot1 00 Ye anéotellag. 9 'Eyw mepl abT@V
EPWTQ, OV TEPL TOD KOOHOV EpWTE GAAX
nept v 8¢dwkdc pot, 8tt cof elotv, 10
KOl TX €Ua TTAVTH 0Q €0TIV KAl TX 04 <
Eud, kal ded6&aopan v avtoic. 11 Kal
OUKETL €l €V TG KOOUW,
TG KOOUW €loiV, KAY® TPOG OE EPXOUAL.).
Beasley-Murray (WBC, Logos Systems) notes:
While the whole prayer of Jesus has relation to the
disciples (and the Church they represent) the central
section explicitly makes mention of them and their
situation in the world. |A series of reasons for the ne-
cessity of such intercession is stated. The first is that
assumed in v 2, and now clearly stated in the second

o Jesus praying for the

y |(WBC, Logos Systems)

S

2

clause of v 6: God “gave” the disciples to Jesus; i.e., he
chose them out of the world for the possession and
the service of his Son, Second, to these men Jesus
revealed God’s “name,” i.e., his nature, his character.
Schlatter thought that|this has primary reference to
the name “Father” (319-20); while this doubtless is
of central importance in the revelation of the Name,
the full range of the revelation of God’s character must
also be included, not least that which is entailed in the

.
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1 your name that you have

e |ost, so that the scripture
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00Je1G £€ aVTGOV ATWAETO €1 Ur| O LIOG THG AwAelag,
tva 1 ypagr] TAnpwof]. 13 viv 8¢ mpog oe Epxopat
Kal Ta0Tto AaA® €V TQ KOOUW Tva EXWOLV THV Xapav
TNV EUNV TEMANPWUEVNY
a0TO1G TOV AdyoV 6oL Kal 0 KOoUoG Euionoev abToug,
OT1 OUK €loiv €K TOU KOoUOL KaOWG £yw oVK elpl €K
T00 KOopov. 15 00K £pwT
KOopOoL, aAN Tva Tnprong avTovg €k ToD oV poU.
16 €K TOD KOOHOL OVK £l0ly KaBwg £yw OVK iyl €K
T00 KOOHOU. ).

Sprinkled through these verses is the idea of
keeping the disciples safe from the world: tripnoov
avToug, v. 11b; £trpouv abToUG, V. 12; £pUAaLa, V.
12; tnprong avtoug, v. 15. The protection here is
not preventing physical harm. Rather, it is protection
from the sinful temptations of the world that would
lead them to compromise their mission and com-
mitment to Christ. And in particular, it is protection
from “the evil one* (ék toD movnpoDd, v. 15). Jesus
had succeeded in doing that with all but one of the
Twelve during his earthly journey. And the one was
“destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled*
(€1 ) 6 LiOG TG dwAeiag, Tva 1] ypagn TANPwO).
Of course, this refers to Judas Iscariot.

The means of this divine protection both up to
this point and into the future was “in
your name that you have given me*“(€v
T® ovéuati cov @ dEdwkdg o).
See vv. 11b-12. In ancient Jewish
thinking, the name of a person or
deity was synomyous with the pres-
ence and essence of the individual.
Thus the name of God equales with
the powerful presence of God in a
lifestyle reflective of the very char-
acter of God.

The need for this protection is
hightened because they possess
God’s word in a world that passion-
ately hates them (v. 14). With Jesus’
imment departure, they willneed divine protection in
order to keep them faithful to their mission of bear
ing witness to this word from God through Jesus.
It will not be popular nor acceptable to most of the
world.

The objective of this protection is also “so that the
may be one, as we are one* (va Oo1v £v kabwg rueis.,
v. 11b). Their witness must not be compromised. The
sense of unified mission present between the Fathe
and the Son must also become theirs. This is not

uniform thinking on various religous issues. Not at
all! Rather, itis profound commitment to bear witness
to the word of salvation passed on to them from the
Heavenly Father through Christ. There must be the
same level of unifed commitment to this mission as
is found with the Father and the Son.

3) Concsecration, vv. 17-19: “17 Sanctify them
in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me
into the world, so | have sent them into the world. 19 And
for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.“ (17 @yiacov adtoug €v tf] aAnOeiq
0 Adyog 0 60¢ GAfBe1d €oTiv. 18 KaBWwG Eue GméoTel-
néoTeIAd a0TOUG E1¢ TOV
EYW Ay1adw EUaLTOV, Tva

; Nylaopévot, v. 19. O.
Procksch (Kittel's TWNT, Logos Systems) provides
a helpful summary of NT useage of this verb:
hagidzo. This is mostly a biblical term and
to consecrate” or “to sanctify” God is
asked to sanctify his name (Mt. 6:9). Jesus sanctifies
himself (Jn. 17:19) and his church (Eph. 5:26) — a
divine work. The Father sanctifies Christ (Jn. 10:36;
to sanctifying the disciples
(17:19). The latter takes place through Christ’s
reconciling work (Heb. 2:11;

” (1 Cor. 1:2), and this is
Cor. 6:11). The sanctified
have an inheritance (Acts 20:32).
They are to sanctify Christ in their
hearts (1 Pet. 3:15), being holy in
conduct as Christ makes them holy
by indwelling them (1:16).

If the disciples are to be protected
and thus be faithful to their divine
mission, they must be set apart
by Gad to be different and special
to the Heavenly Father.

is divine action is to be
the truth; your word is
truth.“ (€v tfj aAnBeiq- 0 Adyog 6 60¢ aArOs1d €oTLv).
The words of God reflects God’s very nature and
character. Thus they are|truth itself and possess the
power to set a person apart from the world. Jesus
himself did so sanctify himself, so devote himself to
the words of God, that he could faithfully fulfill the
Father’'s mission. Now the disciples are to do the
same. This will enable them to go into a lost world
with a divinely blessed
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How do these words|ca
link up to us as we continue
sion given to the disciples
prayed in the upper room
more to the surface in the 1
But what Jesus asked for
remains relevant to us as ¢

First, the words passe
ciples and preserved for us
called the New Testament
understanding God genuir
of God comes through Chr
OO

c. The Son and the (

Greek NT
20 00 mepi tovTWY d¢
EPWT® UOVOV, AAAX Kal
mepl TV TMIOTELOVTWYV,
ox o0 Adyov avT®V
el €uE, 21 a TAVTEQ
&v oy, kabwg o,
matep, €V EUOL KAYW
€V 0ol, Tva Kal aOTOl
&v fuiv oy, fva o
KOOUOG ToTELY OTL 60
UE GMEOTEINNG. 22 KAYW
v 86&av fv JEdwKAC
uot dEdwKa avToig, va
wowv &v kaBwg TMueig

nnect to us today? They
> in the tradition and mis-
for whom Jesus directly
. That emphasis comes
1ext section of vv. 20-26.
in behalf of the Twelve
lisciples today.

d on by Jesus to the dis-
in the apostolic withess
remain the key way of
nely. Our understanding
ist. We know the details
OOOOOOOOOOBBOOOOBN
Church, vv. 20-26

NASB

20 “l do not ask on
behalf of these alone,
but for those also who
believe in Me through
their word; 21 that they
may all be one; even
as You, Father, are in
Me and | in You, that
they also may be in Us,
so that the world may
believe that You sentMe.
22 The glory which You
have given Me | have
given to them, that they
may be one, just as We
areone; 23 | in them and

Ev: 23 €yw €v avToig

through the words of Christ preserved in written
scripture. Depictions of God that stand contrary
to that given us by Christ are false and idolatrous.
Martin Luther’s principle of , scripture
alone as the foundation for faith and practice, re-
mains relevant to us today

Second, we continue to need protection from
the world and from the Devil. We need the powerful
defense of the divine presence in order to keep us
from caving into the compromises put upon us by
the sinful world around us that is under the control
of Satan himself. The difficult “balancing act” of the
disciples and also for us is to “be in the world but
not of the world.” To successfully walk that tight rope
of God’s mission we must have the protection of
God’s presence, His doxa. God’s name is not some
lucky charm “rabbit’s foot” that wards off evil. To the
contrary His name represents His presence. And it
is that presence that keeps us safe from the world.

Third, we must be consecrated to God in order to
enjoy that presence. Just as Jesus sanctified himself
in order to pass on God’s words to the disciples, we
must sanctify ourselves to God if we are to pass on
those same words faithfully to the lost world around
us. To do this simply means allowing God to totally
saturate our very existence with His words so that
everything about us radiates the very presence of
God. We won’t make any Most Popular lists the
world has, but we will be a testimony to that world
of God’s ways and the accountability of the world to
God in the end at final judgment.

NLT

20 “l ask not onl
on behalf of these, but
also on behalf of those
who will believe in me
through their word, 21
that they may all be
one. As you, Father, are
in me and | am in you,
may they also be in us,
so that the world ma
believe that you have
sent me. 22 The glor
that you have given me
| have given them, so
that they may be one,
as we are one, 23 | in

20 “l am praying not
only for these disciples
but also for all who
will ever believe in me
through their message.
21 | pray that they will all
be one, just as you and
| are one—as you are in
me, Father, and | am in
you. And may they be in
us so that the world will
believe you sent me. 22
| have given them the
glory you gave me, so
they may be one as we
are one. 23 | am in them
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kai oU v éuot, 'va oty
tetedeiwpévol €l €v,
Vo yvwokn 0 KOoUog
Ot o0 ue améotellag
Kal Nydmnoag avTovg
Kabwg €uE nydmnoag. 24
Matep, 0 O£0wKAG pot,
PéAw tva Smov elpl £yw
KEKETVOL MOV UET EU0D,
va Bewpdotv v §6&av
™mv €unyv, v dEdwkAg
Mot 8Tt Nydmnodg ue
npo mataPoAfig kéopov.
25 matep Oikate, Kol O
KOOUOG 0f OVK EyVw,
gyw O¢ og Eyvwv, * kal
obtot &yvwoav 8t oV
Me améoteldag 26 Kol
EYVWPLON  a0TOIG  TO
Svoud cov Kal yvwpiow,
tvan &ydmn v Ayannodg
uE &v avToic 1] K&yw &v
a0TOIG.

Notes:

This final segment fo
those beyond just the el

with him that evening. This

vv. 20-24. Then vv. 25-2

You in Me, that they may
be perfected in unity, so
that the world may know|
that You sent Me, and
loved them, even as
You have loved Me. 24
Father, | desire that they
also, whom You have
given Me, be with Me
where | am, so that they
may see My glory which
You have given Me, for
You loved Me before the
foundation of the world.
25 O righteous Father,
although the world has
not known You, yet |
have known You; and
these have known that
You sent Me; 26 and |
have made Your name
known to them, and
will make it known, so
that the love with which
You loved Me may be in
them, and | in them.”

cuses on Jesus’ petition for
even disciples in the room
is especially the case in
6 come back to summarize

the essence of the entire prayer in a conclusion.
Future believers, vv. 20-24: “20 | ask not only on

behalf of these, but also on

in me through their word, 2
you, Father, are in me and
in us, so that the world me
me. 22 The glory that you
them, so that they may be o
and you in me, that they r
so that the world may kno

behalf of those who will believe
1 that they may all be one. As
| am in you, may they also be
y believe that you have sent
have given me | have given
ne, as we are one, 23 | in them
nay become completely one,
w that you have sent me and

have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father,

| desire that those also, wt
be with me where | am, to
given me because you love

1om you have given me, may
see my glory, which you have
d me before the foundation of

the world.“ (20 O0 Ttepl ToUTWYV O€ EpWTA UOVOV, AAAX

Kal Tepl TV TOTEVOVT
€lg EUE, 21 Tva TAVTEG EV

fwv 1 o0 Adyov avT@®V
wotv, Kabwg oV, Tdtep, £V

£UoL KAyw €V 001, tva Kal adTol &V UV wotv, tva O

KOGUOG TILOTELY OTL 6V

€ AMEGTEINNG. 22 KAYW TNV

§6&av fiv 848wkdg pot 8édwka avToic, fva wotv &v

KaBwg NUETG €V 23 €yw €

UTOIG Kol oV €V €uol, Tva

them and you in me,
that they may become
completely one, so that
the world may know that
you have sent me and
have loved them even
as you have loved me.
24 Father, | desire that
those also, whom you
have given me, may be
with me where | am, to
see my glory, which you
have given me because
you loved me before the
foundation of the world.
25 Righteous Father,
the world does not know
you, but | know you;
and these know that
you have sent me. 26 |
made your name known
to them, and | will make
it known, so that the
love with which you
have loved me may be
in them, and | in them.”

OOV TETEAEIWUEVOL E1G €

and you are in me. May
they experience such
perfect unity that the
world will know that you
sent me and that you
love them as much as
you love me. 24 Father,
| want these whom you
have given me to be
with me where | am.
Then they can see all
the glory you gave me
because you loved me
even before the world
began! 25 O righteous
Father, the world doesn’t
know you, but | do; and
these disciples know
you sent me. 26 | have
revealed you to them,
and | will continue to do
so. Then your love for
me will be in them, and |
will be in them.”

V, VX YIVWOKT O KOopog Ot

oV pe anéotelhag Kal NYANnoag adtoug Kabwe Eue

Nydnnoog. 24 Mdtep, 6 8

1YL £YW KAKETVOL WOLV UET

d6&av TV €unv, v O£9

1po TataBoAf|¢ KOopOU.).

Two motifs stand out
and 2) doxa. And these
each other. You can’t do

£QWKAG pot, OEAw Tva 8mov
guoD, tva Oswpdotv TV
WKAG Hot OTL NYATNOAG Ue

hese verses: 1) oneness,
are inseparably linked to
without either.

Oneness. The unity discussed here is a continu-

ation of the same theme i

only with greater stress.
ers is “that they may all be
At a superfical level this
institutional unity amon
versal Christian church
remotely connected to t
The next declaration (v. 2
had in mind. Complete

the preceding sections,
His prayer for future believ-
one* (fva mavTeg £v wov).
has been taken as implying
hristians, i.e., one uni-
organization. But nothing
his is in Jesus’ mind here.
1b) makes clear what Jesus
agreement exists between

the Father and the Son on the mission of salvation.

The disciples and future
the same level of unifiec
mission. As the believin

level of commitment they

believers need to come to
commitment to this divine
g community comes to this
ill have a powerful wit-

Page 13 of John 17 Bible Study




ness to the outside world
Son. Twice he stresses
believe that you have sent
world may know that you
them even as you have lo

Doxa. The divine pre
the achieving of this one
cannot achieve this level
and organization. Instea
gift of God’s doxa, given
and then passed on to th
And this is a powerful pr
grasped until arrival in k
presence and its being g
the Father for Jesus and
and then to the entire w

Living in doxa as bel
framework of God’s very
saw in the previous secti

Thus we see that on
believers grows out of

between Father and Son.

a gift of God realized b
divine doxa.

Wrapping up, vv. 25
teous Father, the world d
you, but | know you; an
that you have sent me. 2

o0TOl svaoocv dtiob U
26 K(Xl svaplooc ocurmg

0GG UE €V avtmg 1 K&y
Gerald Borchert (NA

that has turned its bac
it does not really kno

makes clear that Jesus
John 1:18; 14:10) an
that Jesus was on a mi
Although they may not
plications of that missi
15:15).

17:26 As this pray

cancerning Jesus as God’s
this: “so that the world may
me“ v. 21 ; and “so that the
1ave sent me and have loved
ed me“ v. 23.

sence, 56&0(, is essential to
2ness in mission. Believers
of oneness by human effort
d, it comes only through the
first to Jesus by the Father,
elievers by Jesus (v. 22).
esence that cannot be fully
H1eaven (v. 24). This divine
ven originates in the love of
ultimately for the believers
orld.
ievers requires living in the
c aracter and being, as we

D

o

ness among
he oneness
neness is
living in the

26: “25 Righ-
es not know
these know
| made your

aUTOIG.).

that the disciples recognized
sion directly ordered by God.
have fully understood the im-
n, they soon would (cf. 14:20;

r draws to a close, Jesus con-

cern becomes quite clear.

NIV omits this important
(cf. 17:6, 11; cf. also 5:4
when the Jews had adopte
scendent view of God and
the name of God for fear

and reverently referring ¢
mysterious unapproachabl

But Jesus has also
nature of God as a caring G
was actually the same God

tament who, although he

forgiveness and loving
them in their brokenness

been opened

the disciples
world. With
And what w
source! Tho
in the concl
which are bo
tion. The spi
that of love,
world speaks
had for the S
in us! And
disciples?

in them after the resurrec

Jesus himself through the
resource of Christians,
may seem foolish and
1:22-25). The way of Go
foolish nor weak because,

19:11).

future believers! Jesus’ pr:
generations of followers

group.

Pa

divine revelation: he has made the name (onoma, the

3; 10:25; 12:28). In a time

introduced the necessity of

1ade known to the disciples the

after time showed the erring people of Israel his gentle
dindness and offered comfort to

ing to the end of his time with
them. The prayer was drawing to a close. The Farewell
Cycle was|ending. The next chapter was

was left to say? The heart of Jesus has

was to be left? What was the point?
e world is a hostile place, and

the model and resource of the
Surely not the power structures
of the world. It must be Jesus himself. Jesus would act

the Paraclete. That is the reason he breathed on them|
as God breathed on Adam

even though such a resource

mate power is not in the world. It is from above (John

The connection of this

He has given the disciples d
dea) of God known to them

d a remote and highly tran-
likewise had been avoiding
f taking it in vain, Jesus re-
direct encounter with God
b God as Father, not some

e deity.

od of love. The God of Jesus
as the God of the Old Tes-

demanded obedience, time

cf. Isa 40:1-11).

death story of Jesus. What

by John. What impression

were now to be sent to thag
what spirit should they go?
uld be their model and re-
e questions are answered
uding words of the prayer,
th an affirmation and a peti-
rit of the disciples was to be
not the love of which the
but the kind of love God
on. May that kind of love be

tion through the agency of

(cf. John 20:22; Gen 2:7).
Spirit would be the focal

ak to the world (cf. 1 Corx
d in Christ Jesus is neither
as Pilate would learn, ulti-

to us? We are those
ayer targets subsequent
nd we are a part of that
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Greek NT

1 Tadta €AdAncev
'Incolg  Kal  €mdpag
ToUG 0@BaAUOLG avTOD
gic TOV obpavov eimev-
natep, €ANAvBev 1)
wpar d6&acbév cov TOV
vidv, tva O viog do&don
o, 2 kabw¢ Edwkag
avt® €€ovoiav mdong
oapkdg, tva maAv 0
dédwkag avt® dwon
a0TOI¢ WMV aidviov. 3
avtn &€ €oTv 1 alwviog
(wN VX YIVWOKWOLV OE
OV uovov  aAndivov
PeoV Kal OV AmMESTEINAG
'Incodv Xp1otov. 4 €yw
oe £06&aoa £mi TAG YAG
T0 €pyov TeA€wwoog O
dE€SdwKAC pot tva ot ow:
5 kal vov 06&aodv ue
oV, TATEP, TAPX CEAVTH
] 86&n 1 eixov mpd t0d
OV kéoUov gival mapd
oot.

6 EQaVEPWOA GOV TO
dvopa Toi¢ avOpwmolg
ob¢ €dwKAg pot €k ToD
kéoov. 6ol floav Kauol
a0TOUG E3WKAC KAl TOV
Adyov cov TeThpNKAV. 7
VOV €yVwKav OTL TavTa
Goa dEdWKEG Mol Tapd
ool glotv 8 OTLTA PHUATA
& #wKAG pot SEdwKa
a0TOIG, Kal avtol Edafov
Kal €yvwoav aAnddg
6t map& cod €ENABov,
Kal €miotevoav 0Tt 60
ue dméotellag. 9 Eyw
mepl abTOV EPWTRH, OV
Tepl T00 KOGUOL EPWTEH
A Tept DV S€SwKAG
yot, Ot ool elow, 10
Kal TO €Ua TAVTH od
€0TLV Kl TX 00 €UA, KAl

NASB

1 Jesus spoke these
things; and lifting up His
eyes to heaven, He said,
“Father, the hour has
come; glorify Your Son,
that the Son may glorify
You, 2 even as You gave
Him authority over all
flesh, that to all whom
'You have given Him, He
may give eternal life. 3
This is eternal life, that
they may know You,
the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom You
have sent. 4 | glorified
You on the earth,
having  accomplished
the work which You
have given Me to do.
5 Now, Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself,
with the glory which |
had with You before the
world was.
6 “I have manifested
Your name to the men
whom You gave Me out
of the world; they were
Yours and You gave
them to Me, and they
have kept Your word.
7 Now they have come
to know that everything
You have given Me is
from You; 8 for the words
which You gave Me |
have given to them; and
they received them and
truly understood that |
came forth from You,
and they believed that
'You sent Me. 9 | ask on
their behalf; | do not ask
on behalf of the world,
but of those whom You
have given Me; for they
are Yours; 10 and all
things that are Mine are
Yours, and Yours are
Mine; and | have been

NRSV

1 After Jesus had
spoken these words,
he looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify
your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, 2
since you have given
him authority over all
people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have
given him. 3 And this is
eternallife, thatthey may
know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. 4 |
glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that
you gave me to do. 5 So
now, Father, glorify me
in your own presence
with the glory that | had
in your presence before
the world existed.

6 “l have made your
name known to those
whom you gave me
from the world. They
were yours, and you
gave them to me, and
they have kept vyour
word. 7 Now they know
that everything you
have given me is from
you; 8 for the words that
you gave to me | have
given to them, and they
have received them and
know in truth that | came
from you; and they have
believed that you sent
me. 9 | am asking on
their behalf; | am nof
asking on behalf of the
world, but on behalf of
those whom you gave
me, because they are
yours. 10 All mine are
yours, and yours are
mine; and | have been
glorified in them. 11 And

NLT
1 After saying all
these things, Jesus

looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour
has come. Glorify your
Son so he can give glory
back to you. 2 For you
have given him authority
over everyone. He gives
eternal life to each one
you have given him. 3
And this is the way to
have eternal life—to
know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ,
the one you sent to
earth. 4 | brought glory
to you here on earth by
completing the work you
gave me to do. 5 Now,
Father, bring me into the
glory we shared before
the world began.

6 “| have revealed
you to the ones you gave
me from this world. They
were always yours. you
gave them to me, and
they have kept your
word. 7 Now they know
that everything | have
is a gift from you, 8 for |
have passed on to them
the message you gave
me. They accepted it
and know that | came
from you, and they
believe you sent me.
9 My prayer is not for
the world, but for those
you have given me,
because they belong to
you. 10 All who are mine
belong to you, and you
have given them to me,
so they bring me glory.
11 Now | am departing
from the world; they are
staying in this world,
but | am coming to you.
Holy Father, you have
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deddéaoyal v avTOIG.
11 Kol OVKETL il €V T
KOOUW, Kal adTol €V T
KOOUW €lotv, KAyw TPOg
ot €pxopat. matep dyie,
THPNooV avTOUG €V T
dvéuati cov ¢ Sédwkdg
pot, va @otv £v kabwg
Nueig. 12 8te Aunv pet’
aUT@OV  €yw  ETRpoLV
avTOLG €V T® Ovoparti
oov @ 8é8wkdg pot, kol
g@UAaa, kai ovdeig €€
QUTOV ATWAETO €1 ) 6
V10¢ TAG dmwAelag, va
N ypaen mAnpwof. 13
VOV ¢ Tpo¢ o€ Epxouat
kal talta AaA® év
@ KOoUw va Exwolv
TNV Xapav TRV Eunv
TEMANPWHEVNV v
£0UTOIG. 14 £yWw OEdWKA
a0TOIG TOV Adyov Gov
Kal 0 KOOHOG Eionoev
a0TOUC, OTL OUK £101V €K
T00 KOoUoL KABWG EYw
oUK €lyi €k T0D KOGHOU.
15 00K €pwt® tva dpng
a0TOVG €K TOD KOOMOU,
GAN  Tva  tnpriong
a0TOVG €K TOD TTOVNPOD.
16 €k T00 KOGUOL OVK
glolv kabwg €yw ovk
glult €k toD KOGUOU.
17 ayiacov avtovg &v
tfi dAnbeiq 0 Adyog ©
00¢ GAnfsid gotiv. 18
kabwg éue dméotelhag
€lg TOV KOOUOV, KAYW
AméoTeEIAX  A0TOVC €1
TOV KOopoV' 19 Kol Umep
aUTOV  Eyw  aydlw
¢uoutdy, va @otv kol

aUTOlL  NYlopEVOL €V
aAnOelq.
20 00 mepi tovTWV O

EPWTQ UOVOV, GAAX Kal

glorified in them. 11 [ am
no longer in the world;
and yet they themselves
are in the world, and
| come to You. Holy
Father, keep them in
Your name, the name
which You have given
Me, that they may be
one even as We are. 12
While | was with them,
| was keeping them in
Your name which You
have given Me; and |
guarded them and not
one of them perished
but the son of perdition,
so that the Scripture
would be fulfilled. 13
But now | come to You;
and these things | speak
in the world so that they
may have My joy made
full in themselves. 14 |
have given them Your
word; and the world has
hated them, because
they are not of the world,
even as | am not of the
world. 15 | do not ask
You to take them out of
the world, but to keep
them from the evil one.
16 They are not of the
world, even as | am nof
of the world. 17 Sanctify
them in the truth; Your
word is truth. 18 As You
sent Me into the world, |
also have sent them into
the world. 19 For their
sakes | sanctify Myself,
that they themselves
also may be sanctified
in truth.

20 “l do not ask on
behalf of these alone,
but for those also who
believe in Me through
their word; 21 that they
may all be one; even
as You, Father, are in

now | am no longer in
the world, but they are
in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in
your name that you have
given me, so that they
may be one, as we are
one. 12 While | was with
them, | protected them in
your name that you have
given me. | guarded
them, and not one of
them was lost except
the one destined to be
lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. 13 But
now | am coming to
you, and | speak these
things in the world so
that they may have my
joy made complete in
themselves. 14 | have
given them your word,
and the world has hated
them because they do
not belong to the world,
just as | do not belong
to the world. 15 | am
not asking you to take
them out of the world,
but | ask you to protect
them from the evil one.
16 They do not belong
to the world, just as | do
not belong to the world.
17 Sanctify them in the
truth; your word is truth.
18 As you have sent
me into the world, so |
have sent them into the
world. 19 And for their
sakes | sanctify myself,
so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.

20 “l ask not only
on behalf of these, but
also on behalf of those
who will believe in me
through their word, 21
that they may all be
one. As you, Father, are

given me your name;
now protect them by the
power of your name so
that they will be united
just as we are. 12
During my time here, |
protected them by the
power of the name you
gave me. | guarded them
so that not one was lost,
except the one headed
for destruction, as the
Scriptures foretold. 13
Now | am coming to
you. | told them many
things while | was with
them in this world so
they would be filled
with my joy. 14 | have
given them your word.
And the world hates
them because they do
not belong to the world,
just as | do not belong
to the world. 15 I'm not
asking you to take them
out of the world, but to
keep them safe from
the evil one. 16 They do
not belong to this world
any more than | do. 17
Make them holy by your
truth; teach them your
word, which is truth. 18
Just as you sent me into
the world, | am sending
them into the world. 19
And | give myself as a
holy sacrifice for them
so they can be made
holy by your truth.

20 “l am praying not
only for these disciples
but also for all who
will ever believe in me
through their message.
21 | pray that they will all
be one, just as you and
| are one—as you are in
me, Father, and | am in
you. And may they be in
us so that the world will
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mEPL TV TOTELOVIWY
dx tod Adyouv albT®V
el €ué, 21 tva mavteg
&v wotv, kabw¢ o,
matep, €v Euol KAYW
€v ool, va kal avTtol
év Nuiv wotv, fva O
KOOUOG ToTeDT OTL 60
Ue dméotelhag. 22 Kayw
v 36&av v dEdwKAC
pot dédwka avtoig, tva
Qowv Ev kabwg 1ueig
Ev: 23 éyw €v alToig
kai oU v éuol, 'va oty
tetedeiwpévol el €v,
Vo y@wokn 0 KOoUog
0t o0 ue améotellag
Kal Nydmnoag avTovg
Kabwg €uE nydmnoag. 24
Matep, 0 O£0wKAG pot,
PéAw tva Gmov elpt £yw
KAKETVOL WOV PET éUoD,
va Bewpdotv v §6&av
™mv €uny, fv SEdwKAG
Mot 8Tt Nydmnodg ue
npo mataPoAfig kéopov.
25 matep Oikate, Kol O
KOOUOG 0t OVK Eyvw,
gyw O¢ oe Eyvwyv, * kal
obtor &yvwoav 8t oV
Ue améoteldag 26 Kal
EYVWPLON  aUTOIG  TO
Svoud cov Kal yvwpiow,
tva &ydmn nvyannodg
ue &v avToic 1] K&yw &v
a0TOIG.

Me and | in You, that
they also may be in Us,
so that the world may
believe that You sent Me.
22 The glory which You
have given Me | have
given to them, that they
may be one, just as We
areone; 23 | inthem and
'You in Me, that they may
be perfected in unity, so
that the world may know
that You sent Me, and
loved them, even as
You have loved Me. 24
Father, | desire that they
also, whom You have
given Me, be with Me
where | am, so that they
may see My glory which
You have given Me, for
You loved Me before the
foundation of the world.
25 O righteous Father,
although the world has
not known You, yet |
have known You; and
these have known that
You sent Me; 26 and |
have made Your name
known to them, and
will make it known, so
that the love with which
You loved Me may be in
them, and | in them.”

in me and | am in you,
may they also be in us,
so that the world may
believe that you have
sent me. 22 The glory
that you have given me
I have given them, so
that they may be one,
as we are one, 23 | in
them and you in me,
that they may become
completely one, so that
the world may know that
you have sent me and
have loved them even
as you have loved me.
24 Father, | desire that
those also, whom you
have given me, may be
with me where | am, to
see my glory, which you
have given me because
you loved me before the
foundation of the world.
25 Righteous Father,
the world does not know
you, but | know you;
and these know that
you have sent me. 26 |
made your name known
to them, and | will make
it known, so that the
love with which you
have loved me may be
in them, and | in them.”

believe you sent me. 22
| have given them the
glory you gave me, so
they may be one as we
are one. 23 | am in them
and you are in me. May
they experience such
perfect unity that the
world will know that you
sent me and that you
love them as much as
you love me. 24 Father,
| want these whom you
have given me to be
with me where | am.
Then they can see all
the glory you gave me
because you loved me
even before the world
began! 25 O righteous
Father, the world doesn’t
know you, but | do; and
these disciples know
you sent me. 26 | have
revealed you to them,
and | will continue to do
so. Then your love for
me will be in them, and |
will be in them.”
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NA27 Greek Diagram
A ' Tabta éAaAnoev Incodg
Kal
EMAPAG TOLG OPBaAUOVS abTOD
€1g TOV 0LpaVOV
B gimev:
Tatep,
1 EANALOEV 1) Dpar
2 d6&aa6v cov TOV LIdY,
tva 0 v1o¢ do&dor of,
2 kabwg Edwkac adTt® e€ovoiav
TTAoNG 0apPKOG,
tva tav 6 d€dwkac adT® dwon avToic {whVv aiviov.
3 d¢
3 aUTn €0TIV 1] alwviog (wi
Ve YIVOOKWOLY o€
TOV uévov aAndivov Beov
Kal
OV GmESTEIANG
'Incolv Xp1otov
48 £yw og £§6&aoa
emi TG YAG
70 €pyov TeEAELWoag
0 8€dwKAG pot
va motrjowr
5 Kal
VOV
5 d6&nadV e o0,
Tdrtep,
Tap& oeqLT® T 86EN
1] €ixov
PO T00 TOV KOGHOV
elvat
Tapa ot.
6 °© "EQaVEPWOA 0OV TO BVOUX TOIG AVOPWIToLg
0UG E8wKAG pot €k TOD KOGUOU.
7 ol foav
KAUol
8 a0TOUG £DWKAG
Kal
9 TOV AGYOV GOU TETHPNKAV.
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12
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14 °

15

16
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17

18

19

11

20

21

22

23

vOv
EYVWKAV

01t avta Goo SESWKAC Ho

Ot T pripata & ESwKAG pot 6€9

Kol
avtol EAaPov
Kal

Eyvwoav

AANOQG

"Ey® Tepl
oV mepl T

) A

KC

TA EPXX TG
KC

TA 00 EUA
KC
deddEaop
€V a0

KC
OUKET! €}
KC

aTol ...£]1
K(

TPOG
gpxouat.
TI(
THPNoOV

EV TQ

va G

Kal
Emiotevoay

m
on

i
X
ot

YQ
of

OT1 Tapd 600 £€fjAOOV,

0Tt 60 pe AmEoTEINNG.

aVTOV EPWTR,

00 KOO0V EPWTEH
Ao

nepl OV 8¢

WKAG pot (Epwt®),
dti o0l €1

VToe 08 E0TLV

(éot1v),

£V T® KOOUW,

Vv T( KOOUW
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Summary of Rhetorical Structure

The thought flow in John 17 moves from a narrative introduction (v. 17a; statements A & B) to the
discourse material (vv. 17b-26; #s 1-48), which is constituted as a lengthy prayer by Jesus to the Heavenly
Father.

The narrative introduction functions only to set/the tone and to link the prayer back to the previously
recorded words of Jesus to his disciples. The link to the previous words comes in statement A (Ta0tx
g¢AdAnoev 'Inoodc) and is followed by the tone setting introduction to the prayer in statement B (kal
¢ndpag Tovg dpOaAuovg adTod £ig TOV 0DpavOV eimeVy).

The discourse material (statements 1-47) forms the longest prayer recorded anywhere in the New
Testament. The weaving pattern of thought expression moves like a winding river in a similar manner to the
previous discourse material beginning in chapter thirteen. There is advancement of thought, overlapping
of themes, and new concepts all woven into the fabric of Jesus’ prayer.

The literary structure has been discussed and debated often by commentators, George Beaseley-
Murray notes.?® Although no modern western way of organizing the ideas of a first century Jewish writer

'Relative dependent clause in substantival (direct) object function.

*Conjunctory dependent clause in substantival (predicate) object function.

3The structure of the prayer has been much discussed. The threefold division, proposed by Westcott, has been widely
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