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Have you ever had a
someone that changed th
entire life? The girl that
your wife? The Army rec
college entrance officer?
had such conversations.
were made. Commitmen
From that time forward y
ent.
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Our passage today fc
a conversation. Accordi
proprietary of that day,
should never have taken
not ordinarily speak to a
only conversed with his
er grown women. But we
eye view through the Jc
of Jesus talking with a S
They were alone, and it
the day. We have to str
way beyond contempor:
toms, if we are to grasp th
cance of this conversatio
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onversation with
> direction of your
ventually became
uiter officer? The
Viost all of us have
n them decisions
s were expressed.
ur life was differ-

“uses on just such
g to the rules of
the conversation |
place. A Jew did
damaritan. A man
jife, not with oth-
are given a bird’s-
hannine narrator
amaritan woman.
vas the middle of
tch our thinking
ry American cus-
e amazing signifi-
1.
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. Context
As per the usual patterr

sections.
OGO

a. Historical

External History. T
the fourth gospel revolve
attempt to identify the tim
purpose of the compositior
pel. J.N. Sanders (“The Gos
Interpreters Dictionary of t
reach) effectively summari
these issues:

Written, according to tra
the son of Zebedee, this go
the last of the four canoni
the NT, consistently with
date of composition; thoug
MSS—mnotably Codex Bez
Washington Codex (W)—p

Matthew and John, with Lul
third and fourth place respe
John was highly valued i

Clement of Alexandria, an
influential book of the NT in
dogma.

Since the beginning of]
study, however, there has

tians, the so-called “Alogi,”
This was, however, on the

alternative tradition. In the

always consciously, in the
Conservative scholars have

agreeing that it constituted

controversy that to settle the
not necessarily decide that
proved that it was not the wi
of the events it purports to
necessarily that its testimon
of the other gospels, and vi
The real focal point of’
therefore not the problem

gospels considered of apostoli

ostolic authorship, and othe

1, we will draw heavily from

e context of
around the
, place and
of this gos-
bel of John,” &
e Bible, iP-
es many of

N S 2 = O VUV >

ition, by John
pel stands as
al gospels in MR
ts traditional §5

sh some early £
ae (D) and the

= O t»n =

nancient times

as the “spiritual gospel,” first so called by

d was perhaps the single most
the fashioning of early Christian

he period of modern critical
een much controversy about

its authorship, place of origin, theological affiliations and
background, and historical yalue. Already in the late second
century certain conservative

nd otherwise orthodox Chris-
enied its apostolic authorship.
rounds of its teaching, which

they judged unorthodox, and not because of any authentic

odern period too, dogmatic

presuppositions have played a considerable part, if not

ontroversy about this gospel.
een at pains to uphold its ap-
s to deny it, both sides tacitly
bulwark of orthodoxy. It has

not always been sufficiently realized by both parties to the

uestion of its authorship would
of its value. Even if it could be
btk of an apostle and eyewitness
describe, it would not follow
is intrinsically inferior to that
ce versa.

he controversy about John is
of authorship, but the question

h

revious studieg in the fourt

why it differs as it does from
latter question is satisfactori
hope of understanding the
John.

In regard to this latter g
summation of the origin an
merits serious attention:

Whoever it was who put
published it, whether he was
loved Disciple or another, he
the world as evidence for the
the Son of God (20:31), furny
own acts—the “signs”—exp
by the testimony of individu
Disciple.

There are six signs, on
seven, and, both by this fac
up to the final and perfect s
of Christ. The first sign, th
symbolizes Christ’s ministr]
of the gospel for the water ¢
two miracles of healing, sh
and forgiveness—the paralyz
the sinner whom the law cant
as the bringer of the real m

C
d

9

(@0 i Tom o R e -

gospel for the background

&

the other gospels. Only if the
ly answered can there be any
origin, purpose, and value of

int, Sanders offers a helpful
purpose of this gospel that

John in its present form and
its author or its editor, the Be-
offered it to the church and to
claim that Jesus is the Christ,
rished by a selection of Jesus]
ounded in the discourses, and
1als, primarily of the Beloved

less than the perfect number
and by their content, they lead
gn, the death and resurrection
changing of water into wine,
as the substitution of the wine
“the law; the second and third,
w Christ as the bringer of life
zed man by the pool represents
not save; the fourth shows him
na; the fifth illustrates that “in

>

him was life, and the life was

the light of men.” by the curing
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of the blind man; the sixth
shows Christ as victor over d
diately for his own resurrec
of these events is expoundec

are held together by the the

them and give the gospel it
main themes are stated in th

the Prologue is integral to the
an exposition of its meaning.

the Prologue as an originally|
Logos, subsequently attach
this has been suggested.

The discourses may well have originated in

sermons expounding the “s
multitude and the discourse
be an appropriate Easter ser

be that the association of the signs with feasts gives

a clue to the occasions on w|
preached. They were then fo

may have undergone a certain amount of rearrange-

ment by the editor, thus givi
explained by some critics as

text (see § A2 above). The present order, however, is

clearly intentional, even if
author’s intention.

It is not easy to date th
Much of its material, even i
primitive, but it may have
into shape during a lifetim
traditional date for its pub
century, fits the evidence of]

A man who was a youth at the
could well have published t
when he was himself, as the

man, perhaps the last survivi
the Lord.
Published at Ephesus at

have been designed not on
truths about its Lord, but als
and Gnosticism those paga
Internal History. The ti
the passage play an impo

,[the raising of Lazarus,
leath and prepares imme-
tion. The inner meaning
] in the discourses, which
mes which run through
s/unity. The fact that the

igns”: the feeding of the
associated with it would
non, and, indeed, it may

ich these sermons were
ed into the gospel, and

ng rise to the phenomena
due to dislocation of the

it is not according to the

e gospel at all precisely.
the discourses, may be
been gradually brought
e of preaching, and the
lication, late in the first
its early use by Ignatius.
time of the Crucifixion
e gospel in the nineties
radition asserts, an old
or of those who had seen

at time, the gospel must
to remind the church of vital
0 to win from the mystery cults
s who sought salvation.

e and place markers inside
ant role in giving distinctive

reat Sed

meaning to the conversation between Jesus and the
Samaritan woman. Since the passage is by genre a
narrative, the time - place|markers become signals of
the “scenes” that make up the core blocks of the nar-
rative. Shifts in time and in location indicate narrative

ntesnational transportation artery J
Aeqicnal roadwesy ﬁ;
|
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Baptist, he decided to trave| north to Galilee. In an un-
usual move he traveled directly through Samaria, rather
than avoiding it as did most Jews. The narration then
guides us as readers to the well of Jacob, which was
located near the town of Sychar. The scene depiction
ends with the declaration that the hour was about the
sixth one. With the twelve part division of the daylight
hours, the sixth hour would be mid-day. These details
will be explored further in the exegesis section below.
With the narrative introduction (vv. 1-6), the story lo-
cates us at Jacob’s well at noon, and leads us to expect
something unusual to happen. The next scene, vv. 7-26,
provides us with the outline of a conversation between
Jesus and a Samaritan woman who came out at noon
to draw water from the well. This scene winds down
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when the disciples return
are astounded to find Jes
woman. Verses 27-30 trans
scene where Jesus discuss
disciples, vv. 31-38. They
that the location doesn’t s
well soon after the arrival ¢
only hear the last part of hi
Verses 39-42 contain tt
conversation is recorded pe
basic witness of the woman
char about her encounter w
lagers in large numbers co
see this Jesus for themsel
with them, and he consents
days. In his speaking to the
faith commitment to him as
after two days, verses 43-4
trip into Galilee. There the

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOK
b. Literary

Genre. The larger
course, that of the nature ¢
erary form. Unique to the a
elements from ancient his
to present the story of Jes
manner to the initial reade
was each gospel writer co
historical life of Jesus, he
not more so -- with intery
cance of Jesus to his read
them serve the Lord better.
reader who has been trair
history in any biography. L
credibility of the story and
of the significance -- religio
the central character in the
three hundred years plus
debate has raged back ar
reliability of the Bible. Yet,
the Historical Jesus” have
150 years, once a “histori
out of the gospel texts, suc
religious phenomena callec
formed countless millions g
the past 2,000 years. Som
living breath of God in the
change and transform hum
One must come back tc
“gospel” as aliterary form. T
down on to it the rigid dem

enthusiastically welcome hi

from Sychar with food and
us talking with a Samaritan
ition us readers into the next
ses the issue of food with his
returned to Jacob’s well, so
hift. The woman leaves the
of the disciples, so that they
s conversation with her.
third and final scene. No
say. John does record the
o her fellow villagers at Sy-
ith Jesus at the well. The vil-
e out to the well in order to

ves. They ask Jesus to stay

5 to remain at Sychar for two
, many of them respond in
the promised Messiah. Then
15 record his completing the
Galileans in large numbers

because of having seen

literary genre issue is, of
of a as an ancient lit-
cient world, this form drew
ory and biography in order
s in a highly individualized

of each gospel. Not only
ncerned with recounting the

as equally concerned -- if
oreting the religious signifi-
ers in ways that would help

his challenges the modern

—

s
ack of such undermines the
eakens any interpretation
, political, cultural etc. -- of

d forth about the historical
as the various “Quests for
demonstrated over the past
al Jesus” has been culled
a Jesus is no basis for the
j Christianity that has trans-
fllives as well as cultures for
ething essential is lost -- the
pages of scripture that can
an life.
) explore again the nature of
e clue is not to superimpose
ands of modern historiogra-

d to look hard for factual !

what he had done earlier
Jewish festivals which the
likely this was a Passover
doesn’t precisely indicate

had celebrated a Passover
is most likely what 4:45 is &

Earlier in the introducta
reminds us that this wasn’t
Without any details, John
Judea and then to the eas
John the Baptist was but t
(3:22).

Thus our passage, 4:1-4
cob’s well outside the Sam
sus ends up staying two da
of their enthusiastic recepti
nificance of the event is sig

fied that a prophet has no ho
try).”

declaration in 4:44 (NRSV):

in Jerusalem at one of the
had also attended. Most
elebration, although John
as much. In 2:13-25, Jesus
east in Jerusalem, and this
uding to.

y scene, v. 3, the narrator
Jesus’ first trip into Galilee.
had traced Jesus’ trip into
bank of the Jordan where

e trip originated in Galilee

I
I

t
h

2, takes place mainly at Ja-
ritan village of Sychar. Je-
s with the villagers because
n of him. The particular sig-
aled by John himself in his

“(for Jesus himself had testi-
or in the prophet’s own coun-

5 O 6

n

phy. Basic, general expecte
precision -- no. More impo
standing of Jesus by eac
that Redactional Criticism
ago.

The passage itself is

Samaritan woman is the ce

rator gives us just enoughi
so thatshe canserveasab
say. His words are the impo

several scenes. A conversa

tions -- yes. Rigid, empirical
ant is the theological under-
gospel writer -- something

aught us over half a century

a dialogical narrative with
lion between Jesus and the
al focus of the text. The nar-
ormation about the woman
ckdrop to what Jesus has to
ant part of the conversation,

n
c
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and he will do more talking
the central figure in the sto
Literary Context. The li
comes at the beginning o
fourth gospel records sever
northern and southern Pale
Jesus’ Galilean ministry th

highlight. For them Jesus’
south prepare the way for f
north. But John has a differ
sus. For a summary present
ife of Christ pagd at Cran
of Public Ministry in the fou

than she does. But Jesus is
. So this is not surprising.

erary setting for these verses
John’s story of Jesus. The
| events taking place in both
tine prior to the launching of
the synoptic gospel writers
ptism and temptation in the
rmal ministry to begin in the

nt reading of ministry for Je-
;{ion of this see my

t

Q

rdville.com. The Beginning
h gospel covers 1:19-4:42.

7. The witness of John the
Bethany beyond the J
8. The Lamb of God 1:29-

9. The first disciples 1:35-
Bethany beyond the
somewhere in Galilee

10. The first miracle at Cg
village of Cana in Gal

11. Interlude at Capernau
major city in Galilee

This includes the following Eeguence of eventg:

o
Bethany beyond the Ja
5
q

n

Baptist 1:19-28
rdan

4
rdan
1
rdan (vv. 35-42);
vv. 43-51)

a in Galilee 2:1-11
ee

12:12

N

12. The cleansing of the t
Jerusalem
13. Interview with Nicoder
Jerusalem
14. Further witness of Joh
Aenon near Salim (lo
15. Woman of Samaria 4:
well near village of Sy
What we are encountering
sode between Judea and (
of his Galilean ministry. Th
Samaritan woman is highl
customs of propriety betwe
as between Jews and Sam
er, this will serve to signal
in subsequent ministry. Wit
about a prophet not havin
we additionally catch a gli
dim view of the Jewish pe
the Jewish religious leader
sus. In a limited way, we h
Luke’s parable of the Good
respond enthusiastically tc
and large reject him.

=

m

O L/

o0 33 Q 5 v »n S o U

mple 2:13-22
us 2:23-3:21

the Baptist 3:22-36
ation uncertain)
-42
har in province of Samaria
then is the transitional epi-
alilee before the beginning
meeting of Jesus and the
unusual in light of current
2n men and women as well
aritans. For the gospel writ-
he unexpected from Jesus
John’s observation in 4:44
honor in his own country,
pse of the gospel writer’s
ple of that day, especially
hip, in their response to Je-
ve here, John’s version of
Samaritan. The Samaritans
Jesus, while the Jews by

)

Q)

!

Il. Message
Literary Structure. As ¢
around three basic narrativ
and 3) Staying with the Sa
27-30, as well as vv. 43-45
BOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOIOBON

a. Scene 1: Meeting t

Greek NT

1 Qg oDV #yvw 6 Incodg
0Tt fikovoav ol dapioaiol
6ttt ’Inoobg  mAeiovag
padnrag motel kad Parntiler
'Twdvvng 2 - kaitotye TnooDg
a0TOG oVK €Pamtilev AN ol
pabntai adtol - 3 G@Kev
v Tovdaiav kol aniAOev
naAwv €i¢ v TahiAaiav. 4
"Eder d¢ avTov di€pxechai
A Tfig Zapapetag. 5 Epxetat
o0V gic AV ThG Zauapeiag
Aeyouévnv Zuxap mAnciov
T00 Xwpiov 0 EdwkeV Takwf
[t®] Twor t@ vi® avtov: 6
v 8¢ ékel TNy Tod Takwp
6 00V ’INoOTC KEKOTIAKWG
€k TG 0do1mopiag EkabéCeTo

i

a

scussed above in the !nterr
scenes: 1) Meeting the wo
naritans, vv. 39-42. Sub-sc

v

n

he woman, vv. 1-26

NASB

1 Therefore when
the Lord knew that the
Pharisees had heard that
Jesus was making and
baptizing more disciples
than John 2 (although
Jesus Himself was not
baptizing, but His disciples
were), 3 He left Judea
and went away again into
Galilee. 4 And He had to
pass through Samaria. 5
So He came to a city of
Samaria called Sychar,
near the parcel of ground
that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph; 6 and Jacob’s well
was there. So Jesus, being
wearied from His journey,

al Historg section, the thoug

-
e

an, vv. 1-26; 2) Discussion
nes that serve as transitior

OO

NRSV
1 Now when Jesus
learned that the Pharisees

had heard, “Jesus is
making and baptizing more
disciples than John” 2

—although it was not Jesus
himself but his disciples
who baptized— 3 he left
Judea and started back to
Galilee. 4 But he had to go
through Samaria. 5 So he
came to a Samaritan city
called Sychar, near the plot
of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s well was there,
and Jesus, tired out by his
journey, was sitting by the
well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman

ht flow of verses 1-42 moves
with the disciples, vv. 27-38;
18 surface in vv. 1-6 and vv.

DOOOGIGOOOOOSOOOOOO
NLT
1 Jesus knew the

Pharisees had heardthathe
was baptizing and making
more disciples than John 2
(though Jesus himselfdidn’t
baptize them—his disciples
did). 3 So he left Judea and
returned to Galilee. 4 He
had to go through Samaria
on the way. 5 Eventually
he came to the Samaritan
village of Sychar, near the
field that Jacob gave to
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s
well was there; and Jesus,
tired from the long walk,
sat wearily beside the well
about noontime.

7 Soon a Samaritan

oUtwg €m Tfj Tyf* Wpa NV

was sitting thus by the well.

woman came to draw water,
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16 Aéyer avtir Omaye
PWVNGOV TOV GVdpa 6ou Kal
eNOE €vOade. 17 dmekpibn
1] YOvI] kol ginev adtey: ovK
Exw Aavdpa. Aéyer avti] O
'INoodg kaAGg eimag St
dvdpa ovk Exw 18 mévte

It was about the sixth hour.

7 There came a
woman of Samaria to
draw water. Jesus said

to her, “Give Me a drink.”
8 For His disciples had
gone away into the city to
buy food. 9 Therefore the
Samaritan woman said
to Him, “How is it that
You, being a Jew, ask me
for a drink since | am a
Samaritan woman?” (For
Jews have no dealings
with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus
answered and said to her,
“If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is who says to
you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you
would have asked Him, and
He would have given you
living water.” 11 She said to
Him, “Sir, You have nothing
to draw with and the well is
deep; where then do You
get that living water? 12
“You are not greater than
our father Jacob, are You,
who gave us the well, and
drank of it himself and his
sons and his cattle?” 13
Jesus answered and said
to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will
thirst again; 14 but whoever
drinks of the water that | will
give him shall never thirst;
but the water that | will give
him will become in him
a well of water springing
up to eternal life.” 15 The
woman said to Him, “Sir,
give me this water, so | will
not be thirsty nor come all
the way here to draw.”

16 He said to her, “Go,
call your husband and
come here.” 17 The woman
answered and said, “| have
no husband.” Jesus said
to her, “You have correctly
said, ‘| have no husband’;

came to draw water, and
Jesus said to her, “Give me
a drink.” 8 (His disciples
had gone to the city to buy
food.) ‘9 The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How
is it that you, a Jew, ask a
drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?” (Jews do not
share things in common
with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus
answered her, “If you knew
the gift of God, and who
it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,” you
would have asked him,
and he would have given
you living water.” 11 The
woman said to him, “Sir,
you have no bucket, and
the well is deep. Where do
you get that living water?
12 Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave
us the well, and with his
sons and his flocks drank
from it?” 13 Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks
of this water will be thirsty
again, 14 but those who
drink of the water that |
will give them will never be
thirsty. The water that | will
give will become in them
a spring of water gushing
up to eternal life.” 15 The
woman said to him, “Sir,
give me this water, so that
| may never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here
to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her,
“Go, call your husband,
and come back.” 17 The
woman answered him, ‘I
have no husband.” Jesus
said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘l have no husband’;
18 for you have had five
husbands, and the one
you have now is not your
husband. What you have

and Jesus said to her,
“‘Please give me a drink.”
8 He was alone at the time
because his disciples had
gone into the village to buy
some food. 9 The woman
was surprised, for Jews
refuse to have anything to
do with Samaritans. She
said to Jesus, “You are a
Jew, and | am a Samaritan
woman. Why are you
asking me for a drink?”
10 Jesus replied, “If you
only knew the gift God has
for you and who you are
speaking to, you would ask
me, and | would give you
living water.” 11 “But sir,
you don’t have a rope or a
bucket,” she said, “and this
well is very deep. Where
would you get this living
water? 12 And besides,
do you think you’re greater
than our ancestor Jacob,
who gave us this well?
How can you offer better
water than he and his sons
and his animals enjoyed?”
13 Jesus replied, “Anyone
who drinks this water will
soon become thirsty again.
14 But those who drink the
water | give will never be
thirsty again. It becomes
a fresh, bubbling spring
within them, giving them
eternal life.” 15 “Please,
sir,” the woman said, “give
me this water! Then [l
never be thirsty again, and
| won’t have to come here
to get water.”

16 “Go and get your
husband,” Jesus told her.
17 “Idon’thave a husband,”
the woman replied. Jesus
said, “You’re right! You
don't have a husband
—18 for you have had five
husbands, and you aren’t
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€V Ve paTL Kol GAnOeiar kal
Ydp O matp tolovTovg nrel
TOUG TTPOCKLVOTUVTAG ADTOV.,
24 mvedua 6 0gdg, Kal ToLg
TPOCKLVODVTAG aUTOV €V
nvevpatt Kol aAnBela el
TPOoKLVELV. 25 AéyeL avt®
1 yuvi; oida 8t Meooiag
gpxetat O Aeyduevog
Xp1otog Otav EAOn €keivog,
avayyelel nuiv dmavra. 26
Aéyel avti] 0 'INOOUC €ywW
eipt, 0 AaA®V col.

Notes:

In the opening scene ¢
given the setting (vv. 1-6) f
with the Samaritan woman
itself moves from a gener:
both physical and spiritua
issued to the woman to che

discussion (vv. 7-15) moves

16-26), and leads to her &
promised Messiah of the J
gospels, Jesus reveals hi
to this woman (v. 26). In M
demonic are given full dis
directly by Jesus himself.

0)i

o~ 0O

18 for you have had five
husbands, and the one
whom you now have is
not your husband; this
you have said truly.” 19
The woman said to Him,
“Sir, | perceive that You
are a prophet. 20 “Our
fathers worshiped in this
mountain, and you people
say that in Jerusalem is the
place where men ought to
worship.” 21 Jesus said to
her, “Woman, believe Me,
an hour is coming when
neither in this mountain
nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. 22
“You worship what you do
not know; we worship what
we know, for salvation is
from the Jews. 23 “But an
hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in
spirit and truth; for such
people the Father seeks to
be His worshipers. 24 “God
is spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship
in spirit and truth.” 25 The
woman said to Him, “I know
that Messiah is coming (He
who is called Christ); when
that One comes, He will
declare all things to us.” 26
Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am He.”

[ the narrative we are first
r the conversation of Jesus
vv. 7-26). The conversation

discussion about water --
-- to a personal challenge
nge her life. Thus a general
to a personal emphasis (vv.
cceptance of Jesus as the
2ws. Unlike in the synoptic

messianic claims directly
atthew-Mark-Luke, only the
osure about who Jesus is
o people, Jesus only uses

said is true!” 19 The woman
said to him, “Sir, | see that
you are a prophet. 20 Our
ancestors worshiped on
this “mountain, but you
say that the place where
people must worship is in
Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said
to her, “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming
when you will worship
the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem.
22 You worship what you
do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation
is from the Jews. 23 But
the hour is coming, and is
now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father seeks such
as these to worship him.
24 God is spirit, and those
who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.”
25 The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah
is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes,
he will proclaim all things to
us.” 26 Jesus said to her,
“I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

indirect terms such as the
al. But the Johannine story
Jew, Jesus directly identifie
With the introduction
reason for Jesus’ trip from
why he stopped at Jacob’s
to Galilee. The trip by lan
rather strenuous and cove
crow would fly.” Given the v
distance was considerably
Flavius Josephus (Vitae, p.

even married to the man
you're living with now. You
certainly spoke the truth!”
19 “Sir,” the woman said,
“you must be a prophet.
20 So tell me, why is it
that you Jews insist that
Jerusalem is the only
place of worship, while we
Samaritans claim it is here
at Mount Gerizim, where
our ancestors worshiped?”
21 Jesus replied, “Believe
me, dear woman, the time
is coming when it will no
longer matter whether you
worship the Father on this
mountain or in Jerusalem.
22 You Samaritans know
very little about the one you
worship, while we Jews
know all about him, for
salvation comes through
the Jews. 23 But the time
is coming—indeed it’s here
now—whentrueworshipers
will worship the Father
in spirit and in truth. The
Father is looking for those
who will worship him that
way. 24 For God is Spirit,
so those who worship him
must worship in spirit and
in truth.” 25 The woman
said, ‘| know the Messiah
is coming—the one who
is called Christ. When he
comes, he will explain
everything to us.” 26 Then
Jesus told her, “I Am the
Messiah!”

son of Man, Son of God et
mphasizes that to this non-
himself as Messiah.
1 vv. 1-6, we are given the
udea to Galilee, along with
well in Samaria on the way
d and through walking was
red at least 50 miles “as the
ery mountainous terrain, the
onger. The Jewish historical
269) suggested that this trip

e s o) T 1)
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could ordinarily be
made in three days.
Thus John highlights B
this with his observa- S
tion (v. 6b): “tired out
by his journey” (o ouv §
"Incolc KekoTOKWG EK
TN  oSolmoploc...).
Stopping at Jacob’s
well was both natural
and symbolic. Today
a Greek Orthodox
Church stands over £
the of
the well, so it isn’t
possible to clearly
recreate the scene as
it originally unfolded
in the gospel text. But many
tried to imagine the scene
paintings, and now clip art,
depictions of what it may
these are scattered throug
the various approaches. T
time was about noon when t
well. This was -- during the
test part of the day and whe
moving around. The time of
not clear. But the winter mon
people out to the well duri
ther. The village women wo
the morning as a group to dr.
ing etc. during the day. So i
one would expect to see oth
The motivation for the trip
in the first three verses: “Nov
Pharisees had heard, ‘Jesus|i
disciples than John’ — althoug
his disciples who baptized —|h
to Galilee” (‘QG 00V #yvw 6 I
oaiot 8Tt 'Incodg mAgiovag |
Twdvvng - kaitorye 'Tncodq
HoOnTal a0ToD - APTKEV TN
gi¢ v FahAatav). Jesus’ s
has already prompted raisec
of John (cf. 3:22-30), and n
alarmed at it as well. Most
sense of danger and impend
these religious leaders. Th
his safety in these beginni
back to Galilee where the

)

ave looked like. Several of

artists over the years have
Consequently hundreds of
renderings are available as

this study as illustrative of
e text underscores that the
he woman came out to the
summer months -- the ho-
n few people would be out
the year for this episode is
ths would not have brought
g the middle of the day ei-
uld have come out early in
aw water for cooking, drink-

er people at the well.

to Galilee by Jesus is given
v when Jesus learned that the
s making and baptizing more
h it was not Jesus himself but
e left Judea and started back
NooUg Ott fikovoav ot dapt-
aOntag moel kol Pamtifer 7
a0TOG 00K eRdamtilev GAN ol
Tovdaiav kai GrAAOeV TaAty
uccess in making disciples
] eyebrows by the disciples
ow the Pharisees become
commentators see in this a
ing persecution of Jesus by
s Jesus, out of concern for
g days of ministry, retreats
Pharisees have much less
lickest way back is through

power and influence. The qu

_u,, ’ ne are a N €

2ll, since no Pharisee would

was not a time of day when §

hﬂﬁdﬁﬁnﬁnﬁan

Sea

STTOdY O dd

II: 2 P

risk ceremonial contaminat
territory of the Samaritans.
The narration moves di
the woman, once the scene
with her (vv. 7-26) begins v
she draw some water for h
ture comes from the culture
particular part of the ancien
to Samaritans unless force
ond, men did not speak to
than their wife. Jesus said
me something to drink.” Th

point. They had gone into
a mile away) seeking to
dus from Judea had not gi

responds to Jesus’ request

was prompted by the absence of the disciples at that

supplies for the trip to Galilee (v. 8). When the woman

FEREA

ion by traveling through the

ectly to the encounter with
is set. Jesus’ conversation
th his unusual request that
n to drink. The unusual na-
tradition of that time in that
t world. First, Jews didn’t talk
2d to by circumstance. Sec-
adult women in public other
rather directly to her, “Give
narrator indicates that this

"
B
v
f
I

ychar (perhaps as much as
uy food. Their hurried exo-
en them opportunity to get

she is not identified by here
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name. Instead, she
is simply labeled a
Samaritan woman (n
yuvn 1 ZoucpiTic).
Her response is to
pose a question to
Jesus, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink
of me, a woman of Sa-
maria?” (Jews do not
share things in com-
mon with Samaritans.)*
(m&¢ oL Tovdaiog v
nap’ €uol mETV aitelg
YUVAIKOG  Tapapliti-
dog olong;, ov yap
ouyxp@vtat Tovdaiot
Tapapitaig.). The second part in verse 9b seems to be
a commentary note inserted by the narrator in order to
explain that Jews and Samaritan don’t have dealings
with one another. This would have been helpful to the
non-Jewish targeted readership of the gospel so that
they could better understand the dynamics at work in
this conversation. This reflects a long standing history
of tension between the two groups reaching back to
the destruction of the Northern Kingdom in 722 BCE
by the Assyrians. The mixing of the bloods between the
remaining Hebrews and the foreign groups brought in
by the Assyrians produced|the Samaritan culture. Their
penchant toward separation had its roots in the earlier
tendency of the northern tribes to look with disdain on
the two tribes of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. These

dynamics led to a different system of worship, a differ-
ent worship center at nearb , a different textual
s, just to name a few of the

'.“‘

tradition of the_OT scripture
differences.

The woman’s question provides Jesus the open door
to reply with a spiritual declaration, “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water* (€1 fde1g TV dwpeav tob B0 kal Tig 0TIV O Aé-
YWV oot 86¢ ot TETY, U AV flTNoaG aLTOV KAl EdWKEV AV
oot Bdwp (v ). Jesus said in effect, “If you really knew
who was talking to you, you would have asked him for a
special water that is better than what you can draw from
this well.” Living water (To USwp To (wv) also means
running water. John does a |play on terms that can’t be
reproduced in English translation.

The woman heard “running water” when Jesus
meant “living water.” Noticing that he had no way of
drawing water from Jacob’s well, she asked him where

did he get this water? (160gv obv #xeig 10 G8wp o L&V;).

She reflects her Sa-
maritan bias toward
the superiority of the
water from this well
to anything available
down south in Judea.
M This provides Jesus

o with further opportu-
S nity to give spiritual in-
sight to her, “Everyone
who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, buf
those who drink of the
water that | will give them
will never be thirsty. The
water that | will give will
become in them a spring
of water gushing up to

un duproet gig Tov ai@va, GAAX O UVOWp 6 dWow AVTE Ye-
vAoetal év avT® TNyn Udatag aAAopévou gic {whv aiw-
viov). Jesus now makes it clear that he’s not talking
about running water, but rather about a spiritual water
that is self perpetuating of spiritual life. This really pricks
her interest and so she responds, “Sir, give me this water,
so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here
to draw water* (8¢ pot To0to T0 Udwp, tva un StP@ unde
diépxwuar €vOade dvtAeiv). She understood virtually
nothing about this water that Jesus mentioned, but she
knew that if it worked she could avoid the public embar-
rassment of the social ostracism that forced her to have
to come alone in the middle of the day to draw water.

Now Jesus has her reaching out to him with a hun-
ger from deep within. So he moves the issue to her per-
sonal life that she was going to have to address before
she could receive this living water. He begins prying
open the lid of her personal life with the command, “Go,
call your husband, and come back* (Umtaye QWVNoov OV
dvdpa oov kai éAOe €évOade). This forces her to confront
her immoral lifestyle, for she responds by saying that
she doesn’t have a husband. In rather blunt language
Jesus replies, “You are rightiin saying, “l have no husband’;
for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is
not your husband. What you have said is true!* (kaA®¢ eimag
Gt dvdpa oK Exw MEVTE yap Gvdpag €oxeg Kal VOV OV
EXELG OUK €0TIV 00V Gvp: TOUTO GANnbEC elpnkag). All of a
sudden, she realizes that this man knows her life-story
well, including all the dark sides.

In typical human fashion, the woman then tries to
deflect Jesus’ uncomfortable personal comments by
switching the subject away from her and on to him, “Sir,
| see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on

Page9 of Bible Study: John 4:1-42


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Gerizim

this mountain, but you say th
place where people must w

is in Jerusalem.“ (xUpie, 6

NUOV €v T@® Opel TOUTW T
KOVNoav: Kal DUEG Aéyete

‘TepoGOAVHOLG £0TLV O TOTOG
TpookLVELY O¢gl. ). Her word
complementary of Jesus
are calculated to engage h
a classic debate that had e
for centuries between Jew
Samaritans. The controver

structed the Israelites to fin
5 But you shall seek the pl
choose out of all your tribe
name there. You shall go th

tions, your votive gifts, your
lings of your herds and floc
the presence of the Lord y
holds together, rejoicing in &
Lord your God has blessed
The Samaritans interpretec
was in the shadows of Mt.
first built an altar upon ent
Gen. 12:6-7). But the Jew
Prophets and Writings matg
teuch -- the Samaritans onl
cred scripture, came to the
was the divinely appointed
between the two groups ov
Jesus’ response to her
effect to dismiss this deb
“Woman, believe me, the hou
ship the Father neither on th
You worship what you do nc
know, for salvation is from th
ing, and is now here, when tt
the Father in spirit and truth,
these to worship him. God is
him must worship in spirit and
£pxeTal Wpa OTE OUTE €V TQ)
AOpO1G TPOGKUVACETE TG Ta
oidate: NUELG TPOCKUVODUEY
TV Tovdaiwy €otiv. GAAX €
ol &GAnOwol mpookvvnTal T
TveLpaTL Kal aAnBeior kot
TOUG TPOGKUVOUVTAG AUTOV.

VEV.). In a multi-tiered res

g
o
€

OtL mpoeNTNG €1 60. ol TAT
P
/
5

interpretations of Deut. 12:

offerings and your sacrifice

GKUVODVTOG A0TOV €V Tvebpatt Kal GAnOeia Ol mpooKv-

t the
rship
€PEG
00€
Tl €V
OOV
are; .
, | but | £
im in s
sted
and
y revolved around differing
5-7, where Moses had in-
d a place of worship:

ace that the Lord your God will
e

s as his habitation to put his
re, 6 bringing there your burnf
5, your tithes and your dona-
reewill offerings, and the first-
ks. 7 And you shall eat there in
our God, you and your house-
[l the undertakings in which the
you.

this to imply Shechem that
Serizim where Abraham had
ering the promised land (cf.
s, with their adoption of the
2rial in addition to the Penta-
y accepted this part -- as sa-
> conclusion that Jerusalem
lace. Thus the controversy
r the place for worship.
diversionary efforts was in
ate as ultimately irrelevant:
r is coming when you will wor-
is mountain nor in Jerusalem.
ot know; we worship what we
e Jews. But the hour is com-
e true worshipers will worship
for the Father seeks such as
spirit, and those who worship
ruth.“ (ttiotevé pot, yova, 6t
OpeL TOUTW oUTE €V ‘Tepoco-
pl. DUEIC TPOOKULVEITE O OVK
0 oldapev, 6tL N} cwThpia €K
XETAL pa Kol VOV €TV, OTE
OCKLVHOOUGLY T® TaTpl €V
ap O matTnp TOOVTOVG (NTEL
tveDua 0 Bedg, Kal ToG TPo-

t

T

TS O

ponse, Jesus first declares

that a day is coming when

worship either in Jerusalem

provides helpful insight int
By ‘God is spirit’ (not ‘God is
4:8), Jesus is not suggesting th
nor simply that he is incorpor
‘spirit” completely defines hi
context ‘spirit” characterizes
that flesh, location, and corp

beings and their world are like:

‘But the Egyptians are men a
and not spirit’ (though these
More commonly the “spirit’ i
creative, life-giving (cf. note
238) rightly draws attention t
itself be fully apprehended, but
known through its ‘sound’
10:3-5, 16, 27; 11:43; 12:28,
is spirit’ means that God is invis
(cf. 3:6), life-giving and unkn
chooses to reveal himself (¢f.
love’ (1 Jn. 1:5; 4:8), so ‘God is
way God presents himself to hy
disclosure in his Son (cf. *Porsc
And he has chosen to reveal hin
own Self-Expression. In that
be known as truly as it is possib
(1:1-18). That incarnate Wordi
in Holy Spirit (1:33), for unless
they are born of the Spirit, they
they cannot worship God truly
made possible by the work o
who by his glorification by way
who is called the Spirit of trut

]

Thus, those who genuinely seek to worship God
must do so in a manner appropriate to His nature, that

is, “in spirit and in truth” (&
minimum in this context, t

'av Authorized Version (=King J

2Lxx The Septuagint (pre-Christia
ment).

SPorsch Felix Porsch, Johannes-
1988).

‘Ibuki Yu Ibuki, Die Wahrheit i

.INext, he does assert that

:18). As ‘God is light’ and ‘God is

1 Mt. Gerizim will be obso-

ition originates from the
as God’s covenant people.
ly, he underscores that the
re of worship is such that
le worship will eventually
me irrelevant. Worship in
oming age will be done “in
and in truth” because “God
rit.” D. A. Carson (Pillar NT
mentaries, Logos System)
these words of Jesus:

a spirit’, as in 'av: ¢f. 1 Jn. 1:5;
t God is one spirit amongst many,
eal in the Stoic sense, nor that
metaphysical properties. In this
hat God is like, in the same way
reality characterize what human
¢f. the parallelism of Is. 31:3,
d not God; their horses are flesh
ords are not found in the %Lxx).
the Old Testament is renovative,
on Jn. 3:5; 7:38-39). Barrett (p.
3:8, where what is ‘spirit’ cannot
its effect cannot be denied. It is
one—cf. 1:23; 5:25, 28, 37-38;
0; 18:37). In the same way, ‘God
ible, divine as opposed to human
wable to human beings unless he

spirit’: these are elements in the
iman beings, in his gracious self-
h, p. 49; ¢f. “Ibuki, pp. 311-313).
nself: he has uttered his Word, his
Vord, now become flesh, he may|
le for human beings to know him
s the one who baptizes his people
they are born from above, unless
cannot see the kingdom of God,
. This provision of the Spirit is
him who is the truth (14:6), and
of the cross pours out the Spirit,
(14:17; 15:26; 16:13).

TveLUTL Kal GAnOeiq). At
ese words mean that wor-

ames Version).

n Greek version of the Old Testa-
Evangelium (Stuttgart: KBW,

Johannesevangelium (BBB 39;

Bonn: Peter Hanstein, 1972)
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ship cannot be tied to
one particular place of
worship such as the
temple in Jerusalem
nor the sanctuary on
ship God “in spirit”
likely carries with it
the implication to wor-
ship with the aid of the
Holy Spirit, rather than
while in some kind of
“spirit” mind-set. The
Good News translation
captures the essence
of this with its render-
ing “God is Spirit, and
only by the power of his
Spirit can people worship
him as he really is.” The phr
God in terms of the way he
spiritual means rather than
Thus our worship of him m
When the woman hears
on the allusion to the com
and Samaritans expected: I

things to us* (0ida Tt Meooi
0TOG Gtav ENON EKETVOG, Avay
deference to Jesus as a Je
siah (Meootag) which John t
ers into its equivalent in G
Samaritan expectation focu
as a teacher of divine reve
as was the Jewish expectati

eut. 18:15-18formed the ¢
since they rejected the Prop
scripture. The woman reflect
spective in her words to Jes
Jesus’ reply-to her is as
who is speaking to you* (£y®

OO

Greek NT
27 Kal ém  toutw
AAOav oi wabnrai adrtod
kal €0adualov Ol peta
YUVAIKOG  €AGAer  00Jglg
pévtol einev: t {nreic
t AaAeic pet’ avtig 28

se “God is spirit” highlights
works in our world, through
olitical, military etc. means.

P
ust be consistent with that.

these words, she picks up

ng Messiah that both Jews

know that Messiah is coming”

(who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all

0G EPXETAL O AEYOUEVOG XPL-
YEAET iy dravta.). Out of
w, she uses the label Mes-
hen translates for his read-
reek, Christ (xpiotdg). The
sed on the Messiah more
lation, than as a deliverer,
on. As such, they tended to

use the label Taheb, that is, another prophet like Moses.

ore of their messianic hope,
hets and Writings as sacred
s traditional Samaritan per-
us.

tounding: “I am he, the one
eiyt, 0 AaA®v oot.). The Jo-

hannine casting of Jesus’ response must be understood

DO

b. Scene 2: Discussiaon with the disciples, vv. 27

NASB
27 At this point His
disciples came, and they
were amazed that He
had been speaking with a
woman, yet no one said,
“What do You seek?” or,

/

\

the truth, and the life. No on
through me.”
Unhesitatingly, Jesus decla
deed was the very Messiah
At this point the scene cc
tion is broken by the return ¢
Wow! What a conversat
to draw water as per her da
ter with Christ at the well br
e
I
O

e

transformation of life. The
down inside because of h
into the open. Yet, in rede
with it, with bluntness yet ¢
alize that in this Jew was th
tions of her people for the %z

What relevancy to us is th
A powerful lot, | suspect. W
power to transform a life, eve
by sin as was this woman’s
learn from the example of J
for spiritual conversation sk
also how to move the cony
topics to the central spiritu
God.

OOOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOK
-38

NRSV
27 Just then his
disciples came. They were
astonished that he was
speaking with a woman,
but no one said, “What do
you want?” or, “Why are

in line with the other “I
am” sayings in the gos-
pel:

6:20, But he said
to them, “It is I; do not be
afraid.”

8:28, So Jesus
said, “When you have
lifted up the Son of Man,
then you will realize that
| am he, and that | do
nothing on my own, but |
speak these things as the
Father instructed me.

8:58, Jesus said
to them, “Very truly, | tell
you, before Abraham
was, [ am.”

14:6, Jesus said to
him, “/ am the way, and

comes to the Father except

ed to the woman that he in-
that she was talking about.
ncludes and the conversa-
of the disciples.
on! This woman came out
ly custom. But the encoun-
ought her an unimaginable
hurt and embarrassment
r lifestyle was brought out
nptive fashion Jesus dealt
mpassion. She came to re-
e realization of the aspira-
ast several centuries.
ere from this conversation?
e learn that Jesus has the
en one broken and ravaged
That is still true today. We
esus that every opportunity
1ould be seized. We learn
ersation from non-religious
al topic of human need of

DO,

NLT
27 Just then his
disciples came back. They
were shocked to find him
talking to a woman, but
none of them had the
nerve to ask, “What do
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dofikev oDV TtV 0dpiay
aUTAG 1 yuvh Kol anfiABev
€1¢ TNV TOAV Kal A€yel Toig
avBpwmolg 29 devte 1dete
dvBpwmov 8¢ eimév  uot
navta Goo €moinod, UATL
00té¢ gotv O Xpiotdg; 30
¢EMAOoV €k Thic TOAsws Kal
fpXOVTO TPOG adTOV.

31 Ev t® petaly
NPWTWV avTOV ol uabntal
Aéyovteg pappi, paye. 32 ¢
8¢ einev adToig Eyw Ppdoty
EXW QAYEIV MV LUELG 00K
ofdate. 33 #\eyov ovv oi
padntai mpodg AAANAovg un
TIGHVEYKEY AVTH) Qayeiv; 34
Aéyel a0TOIG O 'TNoov¢ EUOV
Ppidud €otiv va motfow
0 OéAnua to0 TEUPaVTO]
UE Kal TEAEIWOW abTOD TO
€pyov. 35 ovy Uueic Aéyete
0t €t TeTpdunvég oty
kal O Oeplopog €pyeta;
1000 Aéyw Ouiv, éndpate
ToU¢ 0POAAUOLG VU@V Kol
Pedoaole TaG XWpag Ot
Aevkal giotv mpog Oeptopov.,
non 36 0 Oepilwv Hiedov
AapPdaver  kal  ovvdyet
Kaprov €i¢ {wrv aiwviov,
tva o omelpwv Opod xaipn kai
0 Bepilwv. 37 &v yap tovtw
0 Adyog €otiv GAnBvog Ot
&AAog éotiv O omelpwv Kal
dANog O Oepilwv. 38 éyw
anéotella  UUAC  Oepilev
O OUYX UUEIG KEKOTIAKATE
dANoL  KeKOMIAKAGOLWV KOl
UUETG €i¢ TOV KOMOV abTOV
gloeAnAvBare.

Notes

The literary structure o
scribed as follows. Verses
sub-scene that carries the
tion of Jesus with the Sama
conversation with the returr
in verses 31-38. This secon
center of the narrative until

of the villagers from Sychar

f
z
r
i

i
d
it

‘Why do You speak with
her?” 28 So the woman
left her waterpot, and went
into the city and said to the
men, 29 “Come, see a man
who told me all the things
that | have done; this is not
the Christ, is it?” 30 They
went out of the city, and
were coming to Him.

31  Meanwhile the
disciples were urging Him,
saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32
But He said to them, I
have food to eat that you
do not know about.” 33 So
the disciples were saying
to one another, “No one
brought Him anything to
eat, did he?” 34 Jesus said
to them, “My food is to do
the will of Him who sent Me
and to accomplish His work.
35 “Do you not say, ‘There
are yet four months, and
then comes the harvest’?
Behold, | say to you, lift up
your eyes and look on the
fields, that they are white
for harvest. 36 “Already
he who reaps is receiving
wages and is gathering
fruit for life eternal; so that
he who sows and he who
reaps may rejoice together.
37 “For in this case the
saying is true, ‘One sows
and another reaps.” 38 ‘I
sent you to reap that for
which you have notlabored;
others have labored and
you have entered into their
labor.”

these verses can be de-
>7-30 provide a transitional
eaders from the conversa-
itan woman to the following
ng disciples, which is found
conversation becomes the
is interrupted by the arrival
in verse 39.

you speaking with her?”
28 Then the woman left
her water jar and went
back to the city. She said
to the people, 29 “Come
and see a man who told
me everything | have ever
done! He cannot be the
Messiah, can he?” 30 They,
left the city and were on
their way to him.

31 Meanwhile the
disciples were urging him,
“‘Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you
do not know about.” 33 So
the disciples said to one
another, “Surely no one
has brought him something
to eat?” 34 Jesus said to
them, “My food is to do the
will of him who sent me
and to complete his work.
35 Do you not say, ‘Four
months more, then comes
the harvest’? But | tell you,
look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for
harvesting. 36 The reaper
is already receiving wages
and is gathering fruit for
eternal life, so that sower
and reaper may rejoice
together. 37 For here the
saying holds true, ‘One
sows and another reaps.]
38 | sent you to reap that
for which you did not labor.
Others have labored, and
you have entered into their
labor.”

The transitional sceneir
new scene in vv. 31-38 at tw
arrive back at Jacob’s wel
they had bought for every
for a surprise: Jesus was |t
was so shocking to them tf

you want with her?” or
“Why are you talking to
her?” 28 The woman left
her water jar beside the
well and ran back to the
village, telling everyone, 29
“Come and see a man who
told me everything | ever
did! Could he possibly be
the Messiah?” 30 So the
people came streaming
from the village to see him.

31 Meanwhile, the
discipleswereurging Jesus,
“Rabbi, eat something.” 32
But Jesus replied, “| have
a kind of food you know
nothing about.” 33 “Did
someone bring him food
while we were gone?” the
disciples asked each other.
34 Then Jesus explained:
“‘My nourishment comes
from doing the will of God,
who sent me, and from
finishing his work. 35 You
know the saying, ‘Four
months between planting
and harvest.” But | say,
wake up and look around.
The fields are already
ripe for harvest. 36 The
harvesters are paid good
wages, and the fruit they
harvest is people brought
to eternal life. What joy
awaits both the planter
and the harvester alike!
37 You know the saying,
‘One plants and another
harvests.” And it’s true.38 |
sent you to harvest where
you didn’t plant; others had
already done the work, and
now you will get to gather
the harvest.”

vv. 27-30 helps move to the
o points. First, the disciples
from Sychar with the food
ne to eat. But they were in
alking with a woman! This
nat no one dared question
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Jesus as to why he would
social taboos in such a fa

“Just then his disciples came.

were astonished that he was
ing with a woman, but no on
‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why ¢
speaking with her?* (Kai &mi
AABav oi uabnrai avtod kai

padov 0Tl HETA YUVOIKOG €A

o0delg pévtot eimev- ti nte
AaAgic pet’ avti|g;). Beasle
ray (Word Biblical Comme
Logos Systems) quotes S
Billerbeck’s citation of
sources about this taboo:
Billerbeck cites, among
extraordinary examples, >A
with a woman on the street,
certainly not with somebody
of men,” and °Qidd. 70a: “It
greeting” (Kommentar 2:438
Thus they neither ask her, ©
they pose their question to
present, “Why are you talking
Second, the woman lea
Sychar to share here man
cob’s well: “Then the woman
to the city. She said to the peg
told me everything | have eve
siah, can he?™ (d@fikev 00OV
anfABev €i¢ v mOAWV Kai
18ete &vOBpwmov 8¢ gimév

v

00T €oTtv O Xp10T6G;). Whi

about what has just taken
challenges the men of the
whether this man at the we
awaited Messiah. The way
Greek indicates uncertainty
by the men of the village.
Third, this transitional s
lagers making their way to |
and were on their way to him'
fipxovto mpog avtdv). This
to provide a backdrop to J
disciples about fields white
lagers won't arrive at the w
with the disciples is finishe
The major focus of Scen
Jesus with the disciples; vv.
with a short dialogue betw
(vv. 31-33), but then turns
Jesus about the ‘other’ br:

5Qidd. Qiddusin

other
bo 2 (1d): “One should not talk
ot even with his own wife, and
s else’s wife, because of the gossip
s forbidden to give a woman any|

hat are you seeking?” nor do
the Lord while the woman is
) with her?”

es the well to go back into
elous discovery out at Ja-
left her water jar and went back
le, ‘Come and see a man who
ridone! He cannot be the Mes-
v VOpiav alTig f yuvi Kal
€yel Toig avOpwmolg delte
1 Tavta Goa €moinod, UNTL
the disciples are puzzled
lace, the woman excitedly
illage to come out and see
Il could possibly be the long
er question is framed in the
y that is needing verification

ene concludes with the vil-
cob’s well: “They left the city
¢EfAOov €k th¢ TdAewg kol
bservation serves literarily
sus’ conversation with the
eing unto harvest. The vil-
[l until Jesus’ conversation
d| (cf. v. 39 below).

2 is on the conversation of
1-38. The narrative begins
n Jesus and the disciples
into a longer discourse of
ead that he possessed (vv.

A

[())

woman. One can guess t
the woman had left. Instead, the narration centers on

what is central, and that is t
This short introductory dial

les (v. 31): “Rabbi, eat some-
EV 1@ Uetal NpwTtwv adTtov
tai Aéyovteg, Pappi, paye.).

(v. 32): “I have food to eat
I do not know about® (Eyw
EXw Qayelv flv VUEG OVK

les (v. 33) “So the disciples
one another, ‘Surely no one
ught him something to eat?®
o0V oi uabnrai mpdg GAAA-
N TIC VEYKEV aVTG PAYELV;).
rrator moves over whether
the disciples did ask Je-
at was going on with the
at they probably did, once

he spiritual bread teaching.
bgue serves merely to set

up Jesus’ discourse about this other bread that he pos-

sessed. This discourse is fi
The discourse divides o
Jesus defines this other bre

und in vv. 34-38.
tinto three emphases. First,
ad (v. 34): “My food is to do

the will of him who sent me and to complete his work” (Euov

Ppdud €otiv Tva motfow to
TeAE1Wow abTol TO E€pyov.).

EANUa tod TEUPavTOG UE Kal

“Bread,” that is food (Pp&ud)

is to fulfill the mission given him by the Heavenly Fa-

ther. For Jesus, this was
nourishment. It should rem
disciples, even until our ve
Second, this work, the
of a harvest metaphor (vv. 3
months more, then comes th
around you, and see how th

=%

ore important than physical
in the higher priority for his
day.

ssion, is described in terms

5-36): “Do you not say, ‘Four
harvest’? But | tell you, look
fields are ripe for harvesting.

The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit

for eternal life, so that sower a

d reaper may rejoice together.”

(oVx Vueig Aéyete OT1 "ETL TETpAPNVOG €0TIV Kal O Beplopog

gpxetat; 1dov Aéyw Oy, éndpo

TE TOUG OQOAAUOVS VUGV KAl

BedoaoBe Tag XWpag 6Tt Aeukal giotv TpO¢ Oepioudv. fon

0 Bepilwv wodov AauPdver K
aidViov, va 0 omelpwv OUoT
erence to four months can s
possibly alluding to the feast
being four months away. Mo
bial saying suggesting ha
after sowing. Jesus is taki
“sowed” the seed of the Ki
in that same day they we
the villagers of Sychar. In
ready on their way out to Ja
sus. Harvest day would b
well. Jesus, as sower, is goin

ol oLVAYEL Kapmov €ig (wnVv
aipn kat 0 Bepilwv.). The ref-
uggest a literal time frame,
of harvest, i.e., Pentecost,
re likely, this was a prover-
st was at least four months

€
g exception to this. He had
¢

ydom with the woman. Now
going to see harvest with
ct, these villagers were al-
cob’s well to check out Je-
gin with their arrival at the
g to share harvest day with
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his disciples, the reap-
ers, so that both may
rejoice over the abun-

ers (vv. 37-38): “For here

you did not labor. Others ha
tered into their labor.™
Owvog 8tt "AAog €oTiv O o7
£yw anéotella LUAG Oepilev
KEKOTILAKAGLY Kl DUETS €1¢ TOY
Another proverb is used a
The words, “one sows and
plied to the disciples and tt
the Lord. In this immediate

of the Samaritan woman

OOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOS
c. Scene 3: Staying w

Greek NT
39 ’Ek ¢ tii¢ moAew(
gkelvng moAlol émiotevoay
€lg adTOV TOV ZapapltdV
d1x Tov Adyov TG yUVaIKOG
uaptupovong 8Tt eimév uot
navta a €moinoa. 40 g
o0v AABov mpdg abTov ol
Tapapital, NPWTWV. avTOV
peivar  map’  albTol¢ Kol
guetvev €kel O00 TUEPAG.
41 kol TOAAG  mAeiovg
¢niotevoav i tov Adyov
avtod, 42 tfj TE yuvaiki
g\eyov OTL OUKETL S TNV
oflv  AaAwav = miotevoEY,
avTol Y&p AKNKOAUEV Kol
ofdauev 8t1 00TéC EoTy
GAnbdg O owtnp TOU
KOGLOU.

Notes

This final scene is the ¢
In verse 30, the villagers ca
of them had already beco
the Messiah through the te
their request was that he s

dant harvest that God . \ o
is providing. . »

Third, the dis- A"/\ il N /\ﬂ
ciples are to be A N b-t____g:g_:? /
privileged harvest-

sows and another reaps.’ | se
v

(&v ya
T

work of others is to that of J
ciples. And most applicable

the saying holds true, ‘One
nt you to reap that for which
e labored, and you have en-
p TOUTW O AOYyOG €0Tiv GAN-
elpwv kal dAAog O Bepilwv.
OUX LUETG KeEKOTILAKATE &AAOL
KOTOV aVTOV eioeAnAvOate.).
the basis of Jesus’ words.
nother reaps,” are now ap-
e ministry given to them by
context, the allusion to the
ohn the Baptist and his dis-
to this event is the witness
vho has sown the seeds of

BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOBOOOOOO!
ith the Samaritans, vv. 39-

NASB

39 From that city
many of the Samaritans
believed in Him because
of the word of the woman
who testified, “He told
me all the things that |
have done.” 40 So when
the Samaritans came to
Jesus, they were asking
Him to stay with them; and
He stayed there two days.
41 Many more believed
because of His word; 42
and they were saying to
the woman, “It is no longer
because of what you said
that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves
and know that this One is
indeed the Savior of the
world.”

imax of the larger narrative.
me out to Jacob’s well. Most
me convinced that he was
stimony of the woman. Thus
tay with them so they could

S

learn more about him. Consequently many others came

find? Several applications €
up in the conversation and

him who sent me and to co
must take highest priority.
spiritual nourishment that

about through the contribu
one person.

OO
2

NRSV

39 Many Samaritans
from that city believed
in him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He
told me everything | have
ever done.” 40 So when the
Samaritans came to him,
they asked him to stay with
them; and he stayed there
two days. 41 And many
more believed because of
his word. 42 They said to
the woman, “It is no longer
because of what you said
that we believe, for we have
heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is truly
the Savior of the world.”

to faith over the two day sta
John highlights the importa
with Jesus as the basis of

was a title claimed by the

much more that first thoug
to comes to Jesus in faith.

matters over physical needs:

is their confession, Jesus is

to Jesus by the Samaritans
ht. So will it be for everyone

testimony about Jesus
that the disciples will
now harvest as they
help Jesus in securing
commitments of faith
' from the villagers. But
the principle is univer-
sal in its scope.

erge by way of models set
the words of Jesus. First,

39 Many Samaritans
rom the village believed
in Jesus because the
oman had said, “He told
me everything | ever did!”
40 When they came out to
see him, they begged him
o stay in their village. So
he stayed for two days,
41 long enough for many
more to hear his message
and believe. 42 Then
hey said to the woman,
“‘Now we believe, not just
because of what you told
us, but because we have
heard him ourselves. Now
e know that he is indeed
he Savior of the world.”

of Jesus and the disciples.
ce of their direct encounter
heir faith. Most significant
Savior of the world. This
oman Emperor, but given
. Messiah came to mean
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Greek NT

1 Qg 00V #yvw 6 Incodg
6t fikovoav ol dapioaiot
6tt  ’Inoodg  mAeiovag
padntag rotel kol Parmtiler
'Twavvng2 - kattotye Tnoodg
a0TOG 0UK efdamtilev GAN ol
padntai avtod - 3 a@iikev
v Tovdaiav kal &niAbev
naAwv ei¢ v Talidalav. 4
"Eder 8¢ avtov diépxecdat
i thi¢ Tapapeiag. 5 Epxetan
o0V gi¢ A Thi¢ Zauapeiag
Aeyouévnv Zuxap mAnciov
T00 Xwpiov 0 Edwkev Takwf
[t®] Twone T@ vid avTov- 6
v 8¢ éxel nyn tod Takwp.
6 o0V INooDC KEKOTIOKAWG
£k Tfig 0dotmoplag EkabéleTo
obtwe émi T TNyfi dpa AV
WG EKTN.

7 €pxetar yuvn €K THQ
Tapapeiog dvtAfjoar UOWp.
Aéyer a0tf] O 'Incodg 86g
pot meiv: 8 ot yap padbnrai
a0TO0 aneAnAvBeioav
glg TV TOAWV v TPOPAG
dyopdowoty. 9 Aéyel odv
aUT@ 1 YOVN 1 Zauapitiq
¢ oL ‘Tovdaiog WV map]
EUOD TETV (UTEIG YUVOIKOQ
Tapapitidog  olong ov
Yap ovyxpdvrat ‘lovdaiot
Tapapitarg. 10 dmwekpiOn
'Incods kai eimev ot €l
o€ v dwpeav tod Beol
Kol Ti¢ €oTv O A€ywv oot
d6¢ ot melv, oL &V fitnoag
aUTOV Kal €3wKev dv oot
UOwp {Gv. 11 Agyer abTd [1]
yuvi] xUpie, olte dvtAnua
EXELG KAl TO @péap €0Tiv
BaBy mBev obv #xeig 1O
Vowp O (&V; 12 un ov
ueilwv €1 100 MaTPog HUGY
TakwpP, 0¢ EdwKeV AUV TO
Qpéap Kal a0TOg €€ avTol
€mev kal ol viol avTol
Kol T Opéupata  aldTov;
13 damexpibn ’'Incodg kol

NASB

1 Therefore when
the Lord knew that the
Pharisees had heard that
Jesus was making and
baptizing more disciples
than John 2 (although
Jesus Himself was not
baptizing, but His disciples
were), 3 He left Judea
and went away again into
Galilee. 4 And He had to
pass through Samaria. 5
So He came to a city of
Samaria called Sychar,
near the parcel of ground
that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph; 6 and Jacob’s well
was there. So Jesus, being
wearied from His journey,
was sitting thus by the well.
It was about the sixth hour.

7 There came a
woman of Samaria to
draw water. Jesus said
to her, “Give Me a drink.”
8 For His disciples had
gone away into the city to
buy food. 9 Therefore the
Samaritan woman said
to Him, “How is it that
You, being a Jew, ask me
for a drink since | am a
Samaritan woman?” (For
Jews have no dealings
with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus
answered and said to her,
“If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is who says to
you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you
would have asked Him, and
He would have given you
living water.” 11 She said to
Him, “Sir, You have nothing
to draw with and the well is
deep; where then do You
get that living water? 12
“You are not greater than
our father Jacob, are You,
who gave us the well, and
drank of it himself and his
sons and his cattle?” 13

NRSV

1 Now when Jesus
learned that the Pharisees
had heard, “Jesus is
making and baptizing more
disciples than John” 2
—although it was not Jesus
himself but his disciples
who baptized— 3 he left
Judea and started back to
Galilee. 4 But he had to go
through Samaria. 5 So he
came to a Samaritan city
called Sychar, near the plot
of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s well was there,
and Jesus, tired out by his
journey, was sitting by the
well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman
came to draw water, and
Jesus said to her, “Give me
a drink.” 8 (His disciples
had gone to the city to buy
food.) 9 The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How
is it that you, a Jew, ask a
drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?” (Jews do not
share things in common
with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus
answered her, “If you knew
the gift of God, and who
it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,” you
would have asked him,
and he would have given
you living water.” 11 The
woman said to him, “Sir,
you have no bucket, and
the well is deep. Where do
you get that living water?
12 Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave
us the well, and with his
sons and his flocks drank
from it?” 13 Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks
of this water will be thirsty
again, 14 but those who
drink of the water that |

NLT

1 Jesus knew the
Pharisees had heard that
he was baptizing and
making more disciples
than John 2 (though Jesus
himself didn't baptize
them—nhis disciples did).
3 So he left Judea and
returned to Galilee. 4 He
had to go through Samaria
on the way. 5 Eventually
he came to the Samaritan
village of Sychar, near the
field that Jacob gave to
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s
well was there; and Jesus,
tired from the long walk,
sat wearily beside the well
about noontime.

7 Soon a Samaritan
woman came to draw water,
and Jesus said to her,
“‘Please give me a drink.”
8 He was alone at the time
because his disciples had
gone into the village to buy
some food. 9 The woman
was surprised, for Jews
refuse to have anything to
do with Samaritans. She
said to Jesus, “You are a
Jew, and | am a Samaritan
woman. Why are you
asking me for a drink?”
10 Jesus replied, “If you
only knew the gift God has
for you and who you are
speaking to, you would ask
me, and | would give you
living water.” 11 “But sir,
you don’t have a rope or a
bucket,” she said, “and this
well is very deep. Where
would you get this living
water? 12 And besides,
do you think you’re greater
than our ancestor Jacob,
who gave us this well?
How can you offer better
water than he and his sons
and his animals enjoyed?”
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ginev aOTH TG 6 Tivwv K
t00 Udatog tovTov drPricel
naAwv: 14 6¢ & av min €k tod
8atog 00 2yw Swow avT®,
oV un duproet €ig TOV aidva,
GAAG TO Bdwp 0 dow avT®
YEVHoETOL €V aUTQ TNYM
Udatog aAAouévou eig (wnv
aiwviov. 15 Aéyer mpog
a0TOV 1 YUVH KUp1E, 8OG pot
T00TO TO UBdwp, tva un dth@
unde  Siépxwpor  €vOade
AVTAELV.

16 Aéyel avti] Umaye
PWVNooV TOV Gvdpa cov Kal
eNOE €vOade. 17 damekpibn
1] YOv] kad ginev adtdy: ovK
Exw Aavdpa. Aéyer avti] O
'INoodg kaAGg eimag Ot
dvdpa ovk Exw 18 mévte
Yap Gvdpag €oxec Kal VOV
OV €XE1G OUK £0TLV GOL AVHP
to0to GAnbeg elpnkag. 19
Aéyer adT® N yuvry KOpIe,
Pewp® 8Tt mporiTNg €l a0,
20 ol matépeg NUAV &V TQ
Spel TOUTW TPOCEKVVNONV
Kal Uueig Aéyete Ot €v
‘TepocoAVOLG €TV O TOTOG
Omov mpookuvelv Ogl. 21
Aéyeravti] 0’Incod¢ mioTevé
pot, yovai, 6t €pxeton Kpa
Ote oUte €v T® Gpel ToVTw
olte €v  ‘TepocoAvpolg
TPOOKUVAOETE TG TaTpl. 22
UUEIG TPOOKUVEITE O OUK
oidate NUEIG TPOOKLVODUEY
0 oldapev, 6tL N owTnpla €K
OV’ IovdaiwvesTiv.23 AN
gpxetal Opa Kal vOv €0TLy,
GteotdAnOwvolmpookuvnal
TPOCKLVICOVGIV TG TaTpl
£V TvebpaTL Ko GANOiqr kal
YOp O T p TOL0UTOUG (NTEl
TOUG TTPOCKLVODVTAG AUTOV,
24 mvebua 6 Bedg, Kai Tovg
TPOOKLUVOUVTAG  GUTOV. €V
nvevpatt Kol GAnBelq del
TPOOKUVELY. 25 Aéyel avT®
1 yuvi; oida 8t Meooiag

Jesus answered and said
to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will
thirst again; 14 but whoever
drinks of the water that | will
give him shall never thirst;
but the water that | will give
him will become in him
a well of water springing
up to eternal life.” 15 The
woman said to Him, “Sir,
give me this water, so | will
not be thirsty nor come all
the way here to draw.”

16 He said to her, “Go,
call your husband and
come here.” 17 The woman
answered and said, “I have
no husband.” Jesus said
to her, “You have correctly
said, ‘| have no husband’;
18 for you have had five
husbands, and the one
whom you now have is
not your husband; this
you have said truly.” 19
The woman said to Him,
“Sir, | perceive that You
are a prophet. 20 “Our
fathers worshiped in this
mountain, and you people
say that in Jerusalem is the
place where men ought to
worship.” 21 Jesus said to
her, “Woman, believe Me,
an hour is coming when
neither in this mountain
nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. 22
“You worship what you do
not know; we worship what
we know, for salvation is
from the Jews. 23 “But an
hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in
spirit and truth; for such
people the Father seeks to
be His worshipers. 24 “God
is spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship
in spirit and truth.” 25 The

will give them will never be
thirsty. The water that | will
give will become in them
a spring of water gushing
up to eternal life.” 15 The
woman said to him, “Sir,
give me this water, so that
| may never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here
to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her,
“Go, call your husband,
and come back.” 17 The
woman answered him, ‘I
have no husband.” Jesus
said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘l have no husband’;
18 for you have had five
husbands, and the one
you have now is not your
husband. What you have
said is true!” 19 The woman
said to him, “Sir, | see that
you are a prophet. 20 Our
ancestors worshiped on
this mountain, but you
say that the place where
people must worship is in
Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said
to her, “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming
when you will worship
the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem.
22 You worship what you
do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation
is from the Jews. 23 But
the hour is coming, and is
now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father seeks such
as these to worship him.
24 God is spirit, and those
who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.”
25 The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah
is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes,
he will proclaim all things to

13 Jesus replied, “Anyone
who drinks this water will
soon become thirsty again.
14 But those who drink the
water | give will never be
thirsty again. It becomes
a fresh, bubbling spring
within them, giving them
eternal life.” 15 “Please,
sir,” the woman said, “give
me this water! Then [ll
never be thirsty again, and
| won’t have to come here
to get water.”

16 “Go and get your
husband,” Jesus told her.
17 “Idon’thave a husband,”
the woman replied. Jesus
said, “You’re right! You
don't have a husband
—18 for you have had five
husbands, and you aren’t
even married to the man
you’re living with now. You
certainly spoke the truth!”
19 “Sir,” the woman said,
“you must be a prophet.
20 So tell me, why is it
that you Jews insist that
Jerusalem is the only
place of worship, while we
Samaritans claim it is here
at Mount Gerizim, where
our ancestors worshiped?”
21 Jesus replied, “Believe
me, dear woman, the time
is coming when it will no
longer matter whether you
worship the Father on this
mountain or in Jerusalem.
22 You Samaritans know
very little about the one you
worship, while we Jews
know all about him, for
salvation comes through
the Jews. 23 But the time
is coming—indeed it’s here
now—whentrueworshipers
will worship the Father
in spirit and in truth. The
Father is looking for those
who will worship him that
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gpxetat 0 Aeyduevog
XP1otog Otav €AOT €keivog,
avayyelel nuiv dnavra. 26
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woman said to Him, “I'know
that Messiah is coming (He
who is called Christ); when
that One comes, He will
declare all things to us.” 26
Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am He.”

27 At this point His
disciples came, and they
were amazed that He
had been speaking with a
woman, yet no one said,
“What do You seek?” or,
“Why do You speak with
her?” 28 So the woman
left her waterpot, and went
into the city and said to the
men, 29 “Come, see a man
who told me all the things
that | have done; this is not
the Christ, is it?” 30 They
went out of the city, and
were coming to Him.

31 Meanwhile the
disciples were urging Him,
saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32
But He said to them, ‘I
have food to eat that you
do not know about.” 33 So
the disciples were saying
to one another, “No one
brought Him anything to
eat, did he?” 34 Jesus said
to them, “My food is to do
the will of Him who sent Me
and to accomplish His work.
35 “Do you not say, ‘There
are yet four months, and
then comes the harvest’?
Behold, | say to you, lift up
your eyes and look on the
fields, that they are white
for harvest. 36 “Already
he who reaps is receiving
wages and is gathering
fruit for life eternal; so that
he who sows and he who
reaps may rejoice together.
37 “For in this case the
saying is true, ‘One sows
and another reaps.’ 38 ‘I
sent you to reap that for

us.” 26 Jesus said to her,
“l am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

27 Just then his
disciples came. They were
astonished that he was
speaking with a woman,
but no one said, “What do
you want?” or, “Why are
you speaking with her?”
28 Then the woman left
her water jar and went
back to the city. She said
to the people, 29 “Come
and see a man who told
me everything | have ever
done! He cannot be the
Messiah, can he?” 30 They
left the city and were on
their way to him.

31 Meanwhile the
disciples were urging him,
“‘Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you
do not know about.” 33 So
the disciples said to one
another, “Surely no one
has brought him something
to eat?” 34 Jesus said to
them, “My food is to do the
will of him who sent me
and to complete his work.
35 Do you not say, ‘Four
months more, then comes
the harvest’? But | tell you,
look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for
harvesting. 36 The reaper
is already receiving wages
and is gathering fruit for
eternal life, so that sower
and reaper may rejoice
together. 37 For here the
saying holds true, ‘One
sows and another reaps.’
38 | sent you to reap that
for which you did not labor.
Others have labored, and
you have entered into their
labor.”

39 Many Samaritans

way. 24 For God is Spirit,
so those who worship him
must worship in spirit and
in truth.” 25 The woman
said, “| know the Messiah
is coming—the one who
is called Christ. When he
comes, he will explain
everything to us.” 26 Then
Jesus told her, “I Am the
Messiah!”

27 Just then his
disciples came back. They
were shocked to find him
talking to a woman, but
none of them had the
nerve to ask, “What do
you want with her?” or
“Why are you talking to
her?” 28 The woman left
her water jar beside the
well and ran back to the
village, telling everyone, 29
“Come and'see a man who
told me everything | ever
did! Could he possibly be
the Messiah?” 30 So the
people came streaming
from the village to see him.

31 Meanwhile, the
discipleswereurging Jesus,
“Rabbi, eat something.” 32
But Jesus replied, ‘| have
a kind of food you know
nothing about.” 33 “Did
someone bring him food
while we were gone?” the
disciples asked each other.
34 Then Jesus explained:
“My nourishment comes
from doing the will of God,
who sent me, and from
finishing his work. 35 You
know the saying, ‘Four
months between planting
and harvest.” But | say,
wake up and look around.
The fields are already
ripe for harvest. 36 The
harvesters are paid good
wages, and the fruit they
harvest is people brought
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which you have notlabored;
others have labored and
you have entered into their
labor.”

39 From that city many
of the Samaritans believed
in Him because of the word
of the woman who testified,
“‘He told me all the things
that | have done.” 40 So
when the Samaritans came
to Jesus, they were asking
Him to stay with them; and
He stayed there two days.
41 Many more believed
because of His word; 42
and they were saying to
the woman, “It is no longer
because of what you said
that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves
and know that this One is
indeed the Savior of the
world.”

from that city believed
in. him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He
told me everything | have
ever done.” 40 So when the
Samaritans came to him,
they asked him to stay with
them; and he stayed there
two days. 41 And many
more believed because of
his word. 42 They said to
the woman, “It is no longer
because of what you said
that we believe, for we have
heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is truly
the Savior of the world.”

to eternal life. What joy
awaits both the planter
and the harvester alike!
37 You know the saying,
‘One plants and another
harvests.” And it's true.38 |
sent you to harvest where
you didn’t plant; others had
already done the work, and
now you will get to gather
the harvest.”

39 Many Samaritans
from the village believed
in Jesus because the
woman had said, “He told
me everything | ever did!”
40 When they came out to
see him, they begged him
to stay in their village. So
he stayed for two days,
41 long enough for many
more to hear his message
and believe. 42 Then
they said to the woman,
“‘Now we believe, not just
because of what you told
us, but because we have
heard him ourselves. Now
we know that he is indeed
the Savior of the world.”

Page18 of Bible Study: John 4:1-42



	I. Context

	I. a. Historical

	I. b. Literary

	II. Message

	II. a. Meeting the woman, vv. 1-26

	II. b. Discussion with the disciples, vv. 27-38

	II. c. Staying with the Samaritans, vv. 39-42

	Texts


