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N-A28 GNT. 16 A0 o0k éykakolpev, GAN el kal 0 £Ew UGV
avBpwmog StadBeipetal, AAN 0 £€ow AUV AvakalvolTtot
NUEPQ Kal NUépa. 17 TO yap mapautika €Aadpov ThG
BAlbewg AUV kaB' UmepPoAnv eig¢ UmepPoAnv aiwviov
Bapog 606&n¢ katepydletal AUly, 18 U OKOMOUVIWY NUGV
TA BAemopeva AAAG TA Wn) BAemopeva: td yap PAsmoOpueva
pookKalpa, T 6€ un PAemopeva aiwvia.

NRSV. 16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer
nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed
day by day. 17 For this slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18
because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot
be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot
be seen is eternal.
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EXEGESIS

What’s the best way to understand a scripture
text? Although at some levels the answer is complex,
at the heart of the answer is for you and |, the modern
readers of the text, to put ourselves in the sandals of
the first intended readers of the scripture text." Once
we have a sense of what the human writer of the text
was trying to say to the people he wrote to, then we
are in a better position to know what God is seeking
to say to us in our world through this text. Out of that
process comes an understanding of God's message
from the Bible. In order to slip into the shoes of the
original writers and hearers of the letter, we must learn
everything possible about the historical and literary sit-
uation standing behind the passage of scripture text.
The Swiss theologian Karl Barth once illustrated this in
depicting a sermon as the preacher standing in the pul-
pit with the Bible in one hand and the morning newspa-

'T say ‘readers’ but historically in the first century the hearers
were the primary target of the scripture writers. Particularly with
the letters of the NT, the intent was for the letter to be read and
discussed in each of the house church groups in the targeted com-
munity of believers. The reader of the letter ordinarily would be an
associate of Paul, for example, who was involved in the composi-
tion of the letter initially and had carried the letter to its destination.

per in the other. The preacher’s task in the sermon is to
build a bridge between the Bible and the newspaper so
that the congregation can hear God speaking to them
through the sermon. That’'s what each of us preachers
hope to accomplish this morning in the theme interpre-
tation.

My particular responsibility this morning is to help
you put on those first century Corinthian sandals and
hear the apostle Paul as he expresses his heart in this
passage. The world of mid first century Corinth was
very different from the one that you and | live in here in
west Texas. Paul’'s way of putting ideas together is also
very different than the way most preachers today struc-
ture their ideas. So let’s slip on those sandals and see
whether we can grasp the historical meaning of Paul’s
words in 4:16-18.

How are Paul’s ideas structured? In the original
Koine Greek writing, two sentences were all that the
apostle needed here. In the first sentence of v. 16, two
key ideas are set forth with expansion elements at-
tached to the second one (#s 78-79 in above diagram).
The second sentence (#s 80-82) provides a justifying
basis for the two statements in the first sentence. This
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is signaled by the causal conjunction yap that introduc-
es two sets of reasons for the preceding declarations.
Thus the two sentences are closely connected to one
another as a single unit of idea expression.

In the beginning sentence comes first oUk éykakoUpeyv,
we do not loose heart (# 78). The present tense verb
stresses an ongoing posture of Paul and his associ-
ates, the ‘we’ of the first person plural verb. The verb
from éykakéw is a Pauline word in the NT with 5 of six
uses in the writings of Paul. The meaning stresses the
loss of motivation in the face of something feared or
dreaded. The use of the negative o0k underscores that
this does not happen to the apostle or those working
closely with him.

This assertion is immediately followed with a claim to
continual inner renewal: &N’ i kal 6 £€w UGV GvOpwTtog?
SladBeipetal, GAN 6 €ow AUAV? dvakawvoltal NUEpQ Kol

This is but one of many expressions in the Greek NT referenc-
ing the physical existence of an individual:

“8.1 o@ua?, Tog n: the physical body of persons, animals, or plants,?
either dead or alive; 8.2 cwpatikdg, fj, 0v; cwpatik®e: (derivatives of
oWpaa ‘body,” 8.1) pertaining to a physical body—‘bodily, physical, bodi-
ly form’; 8.3 0 £€§w GvBpwmog: (an idiom, literally ‘the outside person’)
the physical nature or aspect of a person—‘body, physical form’; 8.4
oap&®, capkag f: a living body—‘body, physical body.’3; 8.5 okijvog, oug n;
oKAVWHaC, Tog n: (figurative extensions of meaning of okfjvog ‘tent,’ not
occurring in the NT, and okfvwpa?® ‘temporary dwelling,” 7.8) temporary
habitation in the human body—‘body’; 8.6 okeliog®, oug n: (a figurative
extension of meaning of okelog® ‘object, thing, instrument,’ 6.1, or of
okelog® ‘vessel, 6.118) the human body—‘body’; 8.7 mt@ua, Tog n: a
dead body, whether of an animal or a human being—‘dead body, corpse’;
8.8 kWAov, ou n: the dead body of a person, especially one which is still
unburied4—‘dead body, corpse.! ” [Johannes P. Louw and Eugene
Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based
on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996),
92-93.]

Likewise, 0 £om Nu@v is but one of many ways in the NT of ref-
erencing the interior or psychological aspect of human existence:

“26.1 0 £ow (GwBpwTOC); 6 v T® KPUTT® (EvBpwTog): (idioms, liter-
ally ‘the inner person’ and ‘the hidden person’) the psychological faculty,
including intellectual, emotional, and spiritual aspects, in contrast with
the purely physical aspects of human existence—‘the inner being, the in-
most being, inwardly’; 26.2 £€cw0ev©: (a figurative extension of meaning
of EowBev? ‘from inside,” 84.14) the inner being of a person as the source
or agent of thought or behavior—‘a person’s inner self, the inner being,
within oneself’; 26.3 kapdia?, ag f: (a figurative extension of meaning of
kapbia ‘heart, not occurring in the NT in its literal sense) the causative
source of a person’s psychological life in its various aspects, but with spe-
cial emphasis upon thoughts—‘heart, inner self, mind.'}; 26.4 Yuxn?, iig
f: the essence of life in terms of thinking, willing, and feeling—‘inner self,
mind, thoughts, feelings, heart, being’; 26.5 iooyuxog, ov: pertaining to
being of the same mind or attitude—‘having the same mind, similarly
minded, of the same attitude’; 26.6 cuppuxog, ov: pertaining to simi-
larity of attitude and spirit—‘harmonious, united in spirit, being one in
spirit’; 26.7 oap§’, capkog f: the psychological aspect of human nature
which contrasts with the spiritual nature; in other words, that aspect of
human nature which is characterized by or reflects typical human rea-
soning and desires in contrast with those aspects of human thought and
behavior which relate to God and the spiritual life—‘human nature, hu-
man aspects, natural, human’; 26.8 capKLkog, i}, 6v; APKWVOG®, n, ov:
pertaining to what is human or characteristic of human nature—‘hu-
man, natural’; 26.9 mvebpa®, Tog n: the non-material, psychological fac-

NUEPQ, instead, even since our outward person continual-
ly wastes away, our inner self is continually being renewed
day after day (# 79). The Greek expression is unusual
and has a somewhat classical Greek tone rather than
typical Koine Greek qualities. The intensely contrastive
conjunction &AAd, repeated twice, both puts the core
statement (#80) in strong contrast to the beginning
statement (# 78) and doubles the contrast also with
the outer / inner contrast of the concessive dependent
clause,* i kai 6 £€w AUGV dvBpwrtog StadBeipstay, affirm-
ing the steady deterioration of one’s physical existence
and the continual renewal of one’s inner self. The two
verbs, SladBeipetay, is wasting away, and davakatwvoital,
is being renewed, highlight opposite dynamics as well.
Additionally, the contrastive 6 &w nudv avBpwrmog,
our outer person, and o €ow® AUV, our inner one, height-

ulty which is potentially sensitive and responsive to God (rvelpa® con-
trasts with odp€f, 26.7, as an expression of the divine in contrast with
the purely human)—’spirit, spiritual, spiritual nature, inner being’; 26.10
TIVEUHATLKOGY, 1), OV; VeEURaTik®G: pertaining to the spiritual nature or
being of a person—‘spiritual, of the spirit, on a spiritual basis, in a spiritu-
al manner’; 26.11 ortAdyxva®, wv n; kotAiac, ag f; vedbpog, od m: (figura-
tive extensions of meaning of omAdyxva® ‘intestines,” 8.58; kol\ia® ‘belly,
8.67; and vedpog ‘kidney,” not occurring in its literal meaning in the NT)
the psychological faculty of desire, intent, and feeling—‘heart, feelings,
desires’2; 26.12 oppn, fig f: (a figurative extension of meaning of opun
‘rushing motion,’ not occurring in the NT) the psychological faculty of will
and impulse—‘will, impulse, desire’; 26.13 cuveidbnolc®, ewg f: (contrast
ouveidnolg® ‘knowledge about something,” 28.4) the psychological fac-
ulty which can distinguish between right and wrong—‘moral sensitivity,
conscience.’; 26.14 voi¢?, voog, voi, voiiv m; vonua?, Tog n; Stavola?, ag
f: the psychological faculty of understanding, reasoning, thinking, and de-
ciding—‘mind’; 26.15 ¢pnyv, ppevog f; dppovnole?, swg f; dpdvnua, Tog
n: the psychological faculty of thoughtful planning, often with the impli-
cation of being wise and provident—‘thoughtful planning, way of think-
ing, outlook’; 26.16 ¢ppovéw?: (derivative of the base ¢ppov ‘thoughtful
planning, 26.15) to employ one’s faculty for thoughtful planning, with
emphasis upon the underlying disposition or attitude—‘to have an atti-
tude, to think in a particular manner” ” [Johannes P. Louw and Eugene
Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based
on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996),
319-324.]

“The specific category of concessive clause usage here, &i kai,
affirms the acknowledgment that our physical life is in an ongoing
process of deterioration that is headed for eventual death no matter
what. The apostle clearly understood and affirmed the temporali-
ty of physical life in this world. This came against the backdrop
of some of the groups at Corinth placing primary emphasis upon
physical existence and divine blessing centered on that physical
existence, as 1 Cor. 1-6 depicts.

5“In the context there is no difference in meaning whether we
read &oc® MudV (the majority of witnesses), Ecwbev udv (D* ¥
1505 pc), éowbev (K L 629 1241 pm), or &cw (P 323 945 pc), but
the first variant is to be preferred on the basis of the superior at-
testation and the Pauline parallels for 6 éow (dvOpmmog) in Rom.
7:22; Eph. 3:16.” [Murray J. Harris, The Second Epistle to the
Corinthians: A Commentary on the Greek Text, New International
Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Milton Keynes,

UK: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.; Paternoster Press, 2005), 358.]
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ens the distinction as well, by the use of these two very
Greek oriented and non Aramaic expressions. Behind
this stands the understanding of human existence in a
twofold manner. We are made up via divine creation of
two fundamental parts: the material aspect that can be
seen and the invisible aspect that can’t be seen. Both
the Greco-Roman and the Jewish cultures retained a
twofold understanding of human existence, although
the two perspectives contained enormous differences
in many ways. But the essential twofold understanding
common to both cultures enabled Paul to communicate
with the largely Greco-Roman oriented readership at
Corinth at a basic level of meaning, such as here in
4:16-18.

Concerning the interior part, 6 éow Au®v, the apos-
tle affirms an ongoing renewal not just spiritually® but
throughout the interior of one’s existence. Paul clearly
understands this renewing process to be the work of
the Holy Spirit, and not human effort, as he affirms later
in Eph. 3:16, lva 6@ Upiv katd 1o mholtog tfig 66&ng autol
Suvapel kpatalwbijval 6ia Tod mvevpatog avtol €ig TOV
g€ow AvBpwmov, | pray that, according to the riches of his
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your
inner being with power through his Spirit. The close link-
age of 16 mAoiitog tfig 66éng and 1ol mvevpatog avtold
to tov éow avBpwrnov sheds light on the nature of this
renewal. The divine Presence of God signaled by 66¢a
is re-intensified by the leadership and presence of the
Holy Spirit. It is that divine Presence that gives new en-
ergy, clearer thinking, better decision making etc. in our
lives. Thus with such renewal taking place inwardly in
Paul’s life, there is no way that he will loose motivation
and drive for doing the will of God in ministry.

What role do vv. 16-18 play in Second Corinthi-
ans? Critically important to proper understanding of
Paul’'s words here is the role of the intense inferential
conjunction Ai0 at the beginning of verse sixteen.” The

To limit the renewal to spiritual renewal would have required
the use of mvevpatikog, 1, 6v. But Paul never speaks of an inner
spiritual renewal. Instead, the dynamical work of the Holy Spirit
brings renewal to various aspects of both our inner and outward
existence. The verb dvokawvowm, only used here and in Col. 3:10
inside the NT, is closely linked to dvokoawifw, used only in Heb.
6:4, means to restore something to a previously positive state or
position.

"This diagram below charts out how the apostle typically linked
ideas together. Seldom, if ever, did he think in a modern western
sense of 1, 2, 3, 4 etc. Failure to recognize this has led to count-
less misinterpretations of Paul’s writings. Paul was in no way a
modern, western thinker. But he understood well how to link up
ideas especially as ancient Jews linked them, and as how ancient
Greeks and Romans sometimes connected ideas. His Jewish her-
itage dominates the way his mind worked in his writings. But he
also utilized contemporary ways of thinking in first century Greek
and Latin. Recognizing this is crucial to proper understanding of
Paul in the NT.

situation in which he could have lost heart is described
especially in 4:1-15. Aid introduces vv. 16-18 as making
explicit something implicit in vv. 1-15. Had the apostle
been functioning merely at a human level of religious
self-effort -- as evidently were his opponents at Corinth,
he would have abandoned ministry long before reach-
ing Corinth at the end of the third missionary journey
in early 57 AD.8 In these fifteen verses, he depicts a
hugely difficult Gospel ministry filled with opposition
and disappointment. But also he maintains a consistent
integrity of commitment through all the ups and downs
in serving Christ. Central to that consistency was his
experience of God’s mercy extended to him in ministry.
Thus at the beginning of this larger discussion in 4:1,
he asserts oUk éykakoUpev, we do not loose heart. There-
fore the first two statements in v. 16a, (#s 78 & 79) grow
out of what Paul has claimed in vv. 1-15. Their specific
meaning is defined by this literary context. Statement #
78 repeats 4:1a, and statement # 79 then summarizes
the essence of vv. 1-15.

What was the foundation of Paul’s ongoing re-
newal in ministry? The second sentence in vv. 17-18
provides the core answer to this question. Also contex-
tually, they lay the foundation for the more detailed ex-
planation in 5:1-10. Thus what Paul claims in vv. 17-18
is amplified in 5:1-10. Viewed the opposite way, 4:17-
18 summarizes 5:1-10 as an introduction. The signals
of this connection are expressed mainly in the terminol-
ogy used in both passages, plus 5:1-10 is introduced
by the causal yap signaling that it stands as a justifica-
tion for 4:17-18 in particular.

Now to vv. 17-18, which is a single sentence in the original
Greek text. The first independent clause, # 80 in the above
diagram, comes in vv. 17-18a; 10 yap noapautika éAadpov tig
OAlYewWG NUOV kaB' OmepBoAnv eig¢ UMepPOANV alwviov BAapog
668&n¢ katepydletal NKlv, U okomouviwv NU®OV T& BAemopeva
AAAQ TA pn BAemdpeva, for our momentary slight affliction pro-
duces intensively a weighty eternal divine presence because we
put our focus not on what can be seen but on what can’t be seen.
First to be noted is how Paul characterizes 4:7-15 especial-

Paul’s Way of Linking Ideas
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8Second Corinthians was written while the apostle was in Mace-
donia after having left Ephesus in the three plus year ministry in
this key city of Asia. For details see my “Chronology of Paul’s Life
and Ministry,” at cranfordville.com.
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ly. Most believers living in a contemporary pleasure oriented
society would seldom characterize beatings, being persecut-
ed daily with the threat of physical harm etc. as to napautika
£hadpov tic OAiPewe UV, our momentary slight affliction. The
apostle doesn’t downplay the pain and hurt of what he had
experienced at all. He has just depicted them (v. 16b) as o
£€w NUAV avBpwrog StadBeipetal, our outer self is being wasted
away (toward death). Later in this letter he will go into much
greater details about the specifics in 11:23-29, as he paints
a horrific picture of torture and suffering in ministry.® Histor-
ically this depiction comes before the arrest in Jerusalem
and subsequent events after the third missionary journey.
Although he did not know it at the time of the composition
of Second Corinthians early in 57 AD, far worse things lay
ahead for this faithful servant of Christ.

How then could he characterize all these sufferings as 1o
napautika éAadpov tig OAIPewg AUDVY, our momentary slight af-
fliction? His answer is simple although very challenging. It
comes in the causal participle phrase at the end of the clause:
UI) OKOTIOUVTWVY NUGOV T BAemdpeva AAAG TA 1n BAemOueva, be-
cause of our scoping out not the things being seen but those not
seen. That is, he was viewing all his sufferings from God’s
perspective rather than from a purely human vantage point.
Here is where the apostle distanced himself from his Corin-
thian opponents dramatically. They saw Paul’s sufferings as
a sign of weakness and thus questioned his claim to apos-
tolic calling from God (cf. 2 Cor 10:12-13). But this was due
to their false focus on things visible. He, in contrast, put his
focus on the invisible spiritual realities at work in his suffer-
ings. Thus as 5:1-10 elaborates, this gave him confidence
and encouragement of his positive standing before God that
would come into the open on the day of judgment.

The continuing basis for this focus is set forth in the spiri-

°2 Cor. 11:23-29. 23 &idkovol Xplotol elov; mapadpovdv
AOA®, UMEP Eyw: €v KOTOL TEPLOCOTEPWG, €V GUAAKALC
TIEPLOCOTEPWC, €V TANYATC UTtEPBAANOVTWG, £V BavaATOLG TOAAGKLC.
24 Y16 loudaiwv MeVIAKL TEooEpAKOVTA apd piav €Aafov, 25
TPIG €ppaBdicBny, amaf ENBacdnv, Tpic Evavaynoa, vuxbnuepov
&v T® PuB® memoinka: 26 odounopialg MOAAAKLG, KvSUvVOLG
OTOU®Y, KwdUvolg Anot®v, KwdUvolg €k yEvoug, Kvduvolg €€
£€6vQv, Kwwduvolg év TOAeL, Kwdlvolg €v épnuiq, kwduvolg év
BaAdcon, kwduvolg év Pevdadéddolg, 27 kOmw kal poxbw, év
aypumviolg oAAAKLG, €v Atu® kal Siel, év vnoteialg mMoANAKLS,
€v PUXEL Kal yupuvoTnTL: 28 Xwplg TV MAPEKTOC I €MIOTACIC HoL
Ka®’' nUépav, N LEPLUVA TTAOWV TV EKKANoL®V. 29 ti¢ dobevel kal
oUK a0Bev®; Tic okavSaAlleTal Kal oUK £€yw mupolpal;

23 Are they ministers of Christ? | am talking like a madman — |
am a better one: with far greater labors, far more imprisonments,
with countless floggings, and often near death. 24 Five times |
have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three
times | was beaten with rods. Once | received a stoning. Three
times | was shipwrecked; for a night and a day | was adrift at sea;
26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from ban-
dits, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger
in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from
false brothers and sisters;e 27 in toil and hardship, through many
a sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold and
naked. 28 And, besides other things, | am under daily pressure
because of my anxiety for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and |
am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and | am not indignant?

tual axiom stated in v. 18b: ta yap BAendpeva npdokatpa, ta 5&
ur BAemopeva aiwvia, for the things being seen are fading away,
but the things not seen are eternal. His opponents built their
entire religious orientation on visible things that are tem-
porary at best and deceptive at worst. But he put his focus
on the eternal spiritual realities that would transcend death
and reach into eternity. In his first letter, he had warned the
Corinthians about building a Christian life out of §UAa, xoptov,
kaAdunv, wood, hay, straw rather than out of xpuodv, dpyupov,
AiBoug twuioug, gold, silver, precious stones (1 Cor. 3:12). The
day of judgment for believers would bring about the embar-
rassing destruction of such a life in the presence of Almighty
God. The valuable qualities that survive this judgment (3:13)
Paul now labels the invisible things with an eternal exis-
tence. In 2 Cor. 5:10, whether we have lived and served by
these qualities or not is defined as ta 6ud tol cwpatog MPOG
a €npacev, the things done through the body, that is, during our
physical life on earth. Thus for Paul the foundational goal for
the believer must always be evdpeotol avt® givay, to be pleas-
ing to Him (5:9). This meant an unconditional faith commit-
ment in conversion that launched a life of consistent obedi-
ence to Christ and daily following the leadership of His Spirit.
Ministry emerging out of this kind of commitment would be
authentic and would survive the test of time and eternity.

At this point it is appropriate to ask: What lasting
spiritual truths emerge from Paul’s words in 4:16-
1872 | will merely list what comes to my mind, and those
making the application of this theme will develop the
ideas further.

1. Serving God is never going to be simple and
easy. To be sure, most of us will never experience the
difficulties faced by the apostle Paul and his associ-
ates. But to think that Christian service is going to be a
‘piece of cake’ is to set oneself up for huge disappoint-
ment and frustration.

2. Temptations to throw in the towel in service
are not signs of weakness or failure. Paul acknowl-
edge here in developing the earlier declaration in 1:8-
9 that he had felt such temptation. Not experiencing
temptation, but how we handle it is the key to success
or failure. Coping for Paul meant zeroing on the spiri-
tual side of his existence rather than on the physical.
In so doing he found the renewing presence of God
invigorating him to keep on serving.

3. Critical to faithfulness in service is our primary
focus in life. Paul’s entire life was centered on Christ

102 Cor. 1:8-9. 8 O0 yap 6hopev LG dyvoslv, adehdoli, UTEp
¢ OAlPEWS AUQV TFC yevopévng €v Tff Aciq, 0tL kaB’ OmepPBolnv
Umép Suvapy €Bapndnuev Wote €€amopnOfival AUACS kal tol Ifjv-
9 &AM’ auTol év £aUTOlG TO AmokpLpa Tol Bavatou éoxnKauey, iva
Ui TIEMOBOTEC WHeV £’ EaUTOTC AAN &Ml T Bed® T() Eyeipovtt
TOUG VEKPOUG:

8 We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of
the affliction we experienced in Asia; for we were so utterly, un-
bearably crushed that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt
that we had received the sentence of death so that we would rely
not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.
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and being pleasing to Him. Out of this came consistent
and authentic ministry to Christ. This focus enabled him
to rise above every difficulty that came at him. A focus
on his humanness and the physical challenges would
have destroyed his ministry and plunged him into fail-
ure. He knew well not to serve out of his own limited
resources.

4. The renewing presence of God brings God’s
resources to bear on all of our existence. The Holy
Spirit is the renewing Presence of God whose work
touches all of our life. It starts inwardly with mind, will,
attitude etc. but works itself out to mold and shape
words and actions as well. The consequence is au-
thentic ministry to others through the Gospel.

Does Paul have something to say to us in the mod-
ern world? | certainly think so. His words sparked an
acceptance of him by even more of the Corinthians as
he made his way from Macedonia to Corinth after Titus
carried this letter to Corinth and read it to the house
church groups in the city (cf. 8:5-6 et als). Not every
one responded positively but a majority of the church
did and this enabled the apostle to continue his journey
to the city (cf. Acts 20:1-3).

To us today my prayer is that these words of the
apostle will spark an even greater determination to ‘fin-
ish strong’ in faithful service to Christ no matter what
the obstacles may be. If we follow Paul's example,
such will be our experience. We can then look forward
to standing before our Christ in final judgment confident
of our service to Him in this life.
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